DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

BOARD OF INSPECTION AND SURVEY
WASHINGTON., D.C. 20370 IN REPLY REFER TO

01B/hnm
DD-449

SER 2436

19 Nov 1969

From: President, Board of Inspection and Survey
To: Secretary of the Navy
Via: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: Survey of USS NICHOLAS (DD-449)

Ref: (a) CNO 052326Z Nov 69 (NOTAL)
(b) SUBINSURVPAC rpt ser 39 of 13 Jan 1969 w/PRESINSURV
FIRST END ser 92 of 27 Jan 1969
(c) NAVSHIPSYSCOMHQ 142024Z Nov 69 (NOTAL)

1. Reference (a) is a precept for survey of USS NICHOLAS
(DD-449) .

2. Reference (b) is a report of a materiel inspection of
USS NICHOLAS completed by Sub-Board of Inspection and Survey,
Pacific 10 January 1969,

3. The Board finds USS NICHOLAS unfit for further service.
Reference (b) is a report of a materiel inspection in which
numerous serious deficiencies were noted and President,

Board of Inspection and Survey’s First Endorsement thereto

noted the severely limited offensive and defensive capa-
bilities of USS NICHOLAS, Based on the criteria of reference-
(a) and the disproportionate costs to repair and modernize

USS NICHOLAS, a reinspection is not necessary and USS NICHOLAS
is considered unfit for further service,

4, The following costs as provided by reference (c) are noted:
a., Acquisition: $ 7,800,000

b. Replacement (acquisition at
today's cost): 23,000,000

c. Repairs and modernization to meet
criteria paragraph 1A(2) of
reference (a): 5,300,000

d, Scrap: 87,000
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5. Based on the above considerations, it is recommended
that:

a, USS NICHOLAS (DD-449) be stricken from the Naval
Vessel Register,

b. All useable equipment as designated by the cognizant
technical command be removed from the ship prior to aisposal.

¢, She be disposed of in accordance with the laws and
regulations prescribed for disposal of Naval ships.

-
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OP-431H1/ks
Ser 1664P43

2 6 NOv 1969
FIRST ENDORSEMENT on PRESINSURV ltr ser 2436 of 19 November 1969

From: Chief of Naval Operations
To: Secretary of the Navy

Subj: Survey of USS NICHOLAS (DD-449)
1. Forwarded.

2. The USS NICHOLAS (DD-449), a RADFORD (FRAM MK II) Class
destroyer, completed construction on 4 June 1942, The ship
has not been modernized, and her capabilities are not up to
fleet standards. As a consequence she is not considered to
meet present and future warfare requirements. To bring her
capabilities up to date, and also to undertake required
repairs, would be prohibitively costly.

3. The President, Board of Inspection and Survey has found
the USS NICHOLAS (DD-449) unfit for further naval service
and has recommended that the ship be stricken from the Naval
Vessel Register. The Chief of Naval Operations concurs and
recommends that the USS NICHOLAS (DD-449) be stricken on

30 January 1970 as provided for in Title 10, USC 7304.

4, Subsequent to the striking, authority is requested to
dispose of the USS NICHOLAS (DD-449) in accordance with
existing law in a manner most advantageous to the government.

5. Pursuant to the requirements of Title 10, USC 7307 and
because this ship has been found to be unfit as required by
law, it is hereby certified that the USS NICHOLAS (DD-449)
is not essential to the defense of the United States.

e >

E. R. CRAWFO
By directicn
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Ser 1665P43

4 DEC 1969
SECOND ENDORSEMENT on PRESINSURV ltr ser 2436 of 19 November 1969

From: Secretary of the Navy
To: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: Survey of USS NICHOLAS (DD-449)

1. Returned, approved. The USS NICHOLAS (DD-449) shall be
stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 30 January 1970.

2. The Chief of Naval Operations is granted authority to
dispose of the USS NICHOLAS (DD-449) as recommended in the
first endorsement and will take the necessayy action incident
to the disposal.

Assistant Secretary of the Navy

Copy to:(w/c 1lst end) (Installations and Logistics)

SNDL Part I
21A Fleet Commander in Chief (CINCPACFLT only)
24C Cruiser Destroyer Force Commanders (COMCRUDESPAC only)
24H Fleet Training Commands (COMTRAPAC only)
27H Enlisted Personnel Distribution Office (EPDOPAC only)
28C Destroyer Flotillas and Cruiser Destroyer Flotillas
COMDESFLOT 5 only)
28D Destroyer Squadrons & Div isions (COMDESRON 25 only)
29M1 Destroyer DD (USS NICHOLAS (DD-449) only)
SNDL Part II
Al Immediate Office of the Secretary
A2A Independent Offices (NAVCOMPT, JAG, OLA, CHINFO only)
A4A Chief of Naval Material
AS Bureaus
FF1l Naval District Commandants (COMELEVEN, COMTWELEVE,
COMFOURTEEN only)
FF9 Reserve Training Command
FKAl Systems Command Headquarters
FKL1 Shipyards (NAVSHIPYD PHILA only)
FKL6 Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility (INACTSHIPFAC BREM,
INACTSHIPFAC VALLEJO, INACTSHIPFAC SDIEGO only
FKM13 Ships Parts Control Center
DHEW
GSA
DLSC Battle Creek
DSSO Newport
OPs-00 09 090 09B2 09B3 09B9 10 11 03 30 32 33 34 35 36
04 40 41 094 095 007 008 only
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m

D. CNO 031400Z SEP LA {NOTAL}
B. CANCEL REFRERENCE A.

El

REFERENCE B DIRECTED THAT THE USS: NICHOLAS {DD-449} BE STRICKEN
FROM THE NAVAL VESSEL REGISTER ON 30 JANUARY 1970 AND AUTHORIZED
PISPOSAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING LAW IN A MANNER MOST
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE GOVERNMENT.

3. ACCORDINGLY- THE FOLLOWING IS DIRECTED:

A. FOR CINCPACFLT: ARRANGE TO DECOMMISSION USS NICHOLAS {DD-449}
PN 30 JANUARY 1970 AT PEARL HARBOR. HAWAII. STRIPPING IN ADVANCE OF

STRIKE DATE IS AUTHORIZED. STRIPPING TO'BE -CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE
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WITH REFERENCE C AS AMPLIFIED BY REFERENCE D. UPON DECOMMISSIONING
TRANSFER CUSTODY TO €O INACTSHIPFAC PEARL AS MUTUALLY ARRANGED.
REQUEST THAT ARRANGEMENT FOR TOW TO INACTSHIPFAC VALLEJO BE MADE AS
NEAR STRIKE DATE AS FEASIBLE. - - f

B. FOR CHNAVMAT: {18} ARRANGE FOR CO. INACTSHIPFAC PEARL TO
ACCEPT CUSTODY UPON DECOMMISSIONING {2} COORDINATE WITH CINCPACFLT
FOR TOWING ARRANGEMENTS. {3} ARRANGE FOR DISPOSAL OF 0'BANNON
SUBSEQUENT TO ARRIVE INACTSHIPFAC VALLEJO.
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