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g4 & HICHEOLAS (DDd48) . .. - Date Auly & 943

Da-

(8-

Z0ME DESORIPTIOR 11
00-04 Stsaming on base couras 292°T end POC, 277°PSC, apeed SU Kgots, Sip RPE, in

gompany with Tesk Opgup 36,1 in crulsing formatlion, HOHOLULY (OTG 36,1 and
guide), MELENA, ST. LOUIS in column in that order; deatroyers in wvanj
HICHOLAS #1 (3045), O'BANHOW #2 (3315), destroyers in rear; HADFORD #3 E165)
JERETHE #4 (3285), ship derkensd, in materisl ccndition Baker, eoniditlen of
readinsas 1I-K: steaming on bollers §1,2,5, and 4. OOL0 Went to General
Guarters, 0028 Changed speed to =7 knote, 200 RFK. 0140 Enemy conlach re=
ported by Teak Group Commandar, formed batble formation. O0148 Ships lelt
to 232°T, (1562 Ships right to 292°7) leading terget bearing 18797, distant
E miles. 015% Ordered to mttask, using normel fire dlatributlen; commenced
firing at lssdlng shipj believed %o be deatroyer. O206 Shipa right 1807
sepEad Cires, 0211 Ships rlght 309 to 142°T fo elese PEOES OO0 34000d SDBNTY
oup - belisved to be thrae (3) light crulsers, cne (1) heavy cruiser.

17 Ships laft te OB2°T. 0224 Shipe right to 112°T. OZE8 Shipa rlght to
oosoT, (886 Oontast ot enemy ship epn port bew, course 120°T, apeed 12 knnhﬂ
0542 Filred half salve torpedo spread; opened Flre with main habttery, targst
vearing £208°T, distant G000 yarde, CE44 Ceased firing) target - dostroyer;
believed te be sunky Ships right te E9E°T, no ensay comtacts by redar.
OS54 Changed speed to 8 lmots, 294 RPM, 0258 Left tsak group at 35 lmots,
253 gFU on various sourses to maks sweep of Vella Gull Tor enamy ships.
0315 Ho sontacts; reversad souras to rejoln, O0@335 RADFORD Ldentlfled Imik
a3 bew of HELERA; srdered to plck up survivors. 0337 Ordered to asalst
RADPORD: etood over to bulk, 0340 At survivor ares, lowered boats and
propeedsd with rescue work. Average Bteam jﬂi maverage AFM 255.8.

Tl doichy,
Lisutenant D=¥(3), USWR.

08 Lying to aa before. 0408 Surface rader conblact baaring 271°7, dlastant L6002
arda, Went shesd to 27 knots, 290 HFN on ecurse 320°T to inveatigate.
408 Nontact reversed course and headad 300°T st 30 Mmots. 0414 RADFORD
reported tes contacta stending out of Fula Dulf. 0417 Conteob contlioued
on courge 300°T at 30 lmots; unable te plek up contact, returnead to sur=
vivor sreg. G518 Surlfece contest bearing 158°T, 4lstant 13,800 yarde,
0522 Fired helf salve torpedoes; went abhead full power on courss 02O°T,
0528 Hesrd torpsds detonstions, 0532 Changed couras bte 510°T; RADFORD
opanad fira on terget, 0525 Opened fire wmlth star ahells Followad by AA
common - terget ldentiried as Sendal class light srulser and destroyer in
riames, both ships hit by torpedoes and gunlfirs, probebly sumk, 0530
Cepsed fipa - paturnsd te survivor area, 0805 Surfece sontast bearing 178°T
distant 6 miles, standing out of Kula Oulf. O810 Enemy opened [lrej opated
fire on enemy; went ahead rfull power om -¢ourse 110°T. O6LE Ceased fire;
retiring to Tulagi; 201 HELEWA survivers aboard. O707 Flghter cover over-
hend} HADFORD assumed "Fighter Director". Average atesm 580; average HEM

BAE2.6. %‘.H

W, H. SALTI3E
Lisutensnt D-V{GE), T3RH.

12 Steaming as bafors. OB00 Fosition: Lat. OB-0B=45 {3}, Long. 158-05-00 (E),

1180 Changed speed to 30 kmots, J1B RPM. 1146 Changed coures to JEEST and
P33, 090°PAC; changed speed to 26 kmots, 257 RFM, Average steam 500;

avarasa BPM 3773« A;
aj'ﬂ.' sﬁ%,
Lisutenant L-V(G), TSHL.

W=ty

L Commanding

Lisutensnt Cotimander, U.3. Havy, Lisutanant Commander, &%, Nesier
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U 5. 5 HICHOLAS. (OD445) Date duly 6., 1843,
ZOKE DESCRIPTION-11

1g-16 Steam as befere. 1200 Pesitlon: Lat. 09-10-00 (5], Long. 150-56-00 [(E).
1217 M all praperaticns for snterinzg pert. 1B40 Steaming om verlous
courses and at various spesds conforming to movedents of gulde, entering

i Harbor, Ceptein at thas apan, nevigater on the brl « L1325 Mosred

rlaturslde I:[ﬂhlsIJ:ILH, starborrd alde to wilth 8 = € inch manlla linea, for
transfear of HELENA supyivera, 13556 Completed transfering 285 HELENA sur-
vivors., L1445 Mads all preparations for gebting underway, 1561 Underway
ot vwarlisus sourses and At varlous apesda, Captein at the conn, navlgater
on the bridge, to go alengeids fuel barge. 1655 Moored alongsids fusl
barge with 6 = 6 inch menlle lines Tor purpess of fusling. 1568 Commencad
fueling; draft forward © feet, % inches; draft aft 17 leet, 2 inches.

Avernge steam ; averaga HFW Jﬁg J:? E

H+ GAEDNER,
Ensipn D-VI{d), UBHK.

16-18 Moowsd ag bafore, 1820 Campleted fusling, dreaf't after fuesling; forward
11l feet 4 inehas; aft 17 fest 11 inches. 1631 Underway from alongaide fusl
barge, steaming on various courses and et verlous apeesda, standing out of
Talagl Harbor; order of deatroyers of Task Oroup 36.1: #1 RADFORD, #2
JEREINS, #3 D'BASNON, #4 CHEVALIER, #5 NICHOLAS, 1650 Conduotling anti- :
gubzarine patrel sweitlng sortle of HONOLULU (CPG 36.1) and 8T. LOUIS, "
1701 Crufasrs stand out. L1717 Come to bpas gpoupss 180T and PGG, 1T1°FSC.
1726 Speed Incressed to 20 kmote, 1733 Destroyers formed column, dlstence
B00 warda, 1738 Steaming on verious courses thru 3eeslerk Channel. Average
gteam §90; average EFM 158,

J.C. Eveeeti
7. C. EVERETT,
Lisutenant [ Jjg), D=¥{3], USHE.

18=20 Steaming a2 before. 1825 Changed base sourse to L1097 and PEO 108 ®*PaC,
chacged speed to 20 lmots, 201 APM. L1800 Changed apesd %o 1B te, 179
AFH, Average atesm BE0; average RFPM 1BE.S,

W. H. CABELMAN,
#nsign, D-¥(0)}, USHR.

20-24 Atsaming sa befors, 2000 Posltlen: Lat, O8-46 (8), Long. 168=-60 (B}, 2028
Chenged bese gourss te 1E0°T and POZ, 11€°P3C,. 2116 Light reportad shewing
of f port besanj HADPORD left formatlon teo lnvestlgate, Z1ES RADFORD reported
results of investigatlon negative; reloining formatlon. E140 OPEAREON re-
ported surfass reder sontect bearing 293°T, dlatant B000 yardaj laft ror-
mation to Envestlgate. SE13 C'EANNON reported contact friendly amall orait
rejoining formation, 2256 Changsd baae courae to 090°T and PGC, CGAEYRIC.

Averags ateam 680 average HPL LET.®,

3§/ H. GARDNER
Enaign, D-V(3), USKR.

J. HILL, L. L. 3MIDER,
Lisut t Commander, T.3. Havy, Lisutenent Commandel, o s &, Naspuor.
Comnanding .
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