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Froot The Cosminding Srflsar,
Te 1 1 dompmnder o Shilsl; Tnidted Siates Fasific Fleet.
¥is 1 T™he Covpsm der Tsok Undt B0.do4.
B} The Commundsr Tanlk BiEsl.
The Geewnde? South Fagifis Foree =nd Douth
Faoiflo Arom.
Jub Joati Aation Heopart,
Referencant (a) Apticle 712 md Articls a74(8), U.5, Navy

Hogulstloms 1000,
(b) Pmeifin Flest Goufidential Letter D4CLedd,

Enslosire ! fA) Havipatienal Traek hart,

1. {a) This vessel, =8 n it of Taak 36.1,
mgaged nh sney Jores of ovolsors esd des alf bk
cast cosst of Eolowbanzera Inlimd, Sritish Islands during
m-mlrmﬂ. !- The tmolr geoup, alter boohapds -

tlons mm“h:-.thlrl,lm,
M ﬂthﬂ! :lnh atuu mﬂh o [ualisy resdsivoud
pouth sast of llu mid sk ruﬂ.ﬂi ardsrs o
progesd bo fpirtieard d’ Baw |
sl:dppin: was sxpaooted ta be un nim"m ap podli=
lote in che Tiles area. A lokter despatoh dipssted che rlt-..ﬂunnt L 4
tra task Croup ab O8O0 Lowe July @, 1843, in cass eontaet hud mob
=y ne] Iml‘

{(b) The Cerpatlion cocurss and axls after rasging Save
Island was 0BT, tus swulésrd beiog e solanm, Ued.Bs NOHOLULY,
Ua¥ oy EELEEA, D88 3T, LOULS, In ihe éxdep with destroyers
dﬂwu nu-u Velaba ¥ 1 CuOLAS Ho, 1 {9048), .34, 0'RANCON
) from the AGMGLULE, snd the U.B«8. JEMEIES Mo, & (R28S)
;:E u.:.:. CADPCAD o, B (B158) from the 87. LOUIE, Formmtien specd
EnotE

f2) ™o petlen omn be divided ints bem mafer chesss
In whisk the sntire issk group partisipeted, aud & third phass in
wilek caly Hns RADYOND and KICUOLAS wops ansased,
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{e) {fondtd) During the fires phuss, Lich
Tordes, bellsved te Le four destroyars and one umiilr":n’m
saguped by gunfive and all of them are bslisynd £8 bave bewn
destroyeds Hemr the mnd of this phase the HELEHA was siroalk iy
wiammm. T:-Mﬂndphnlﬂ-unummu-z.ﬁ,'
tallaved to we thres 1ignt ervlsers ond ane hedyy crulser, wors
ritncksd with um Tire and torpedoca We basl group as they
etand oubt of Huls Julf, Vpon the aanp an of this
¥ars oo ecany oontacie remmining, The teak roup Shenm
e weatward o et a leok irts Uslls Julf, end {inding ns esey
tere, retlred Lo the soatwsrd, Fm pu-lm tors
of tha fliegh » o BoW of the LZLINA wns obperved and the

!
i

B, {s) ™a ememy force luvelved iz beligved to have
songisted of 1 Gi, & OL's, & = € DD'S, and shout 4 AKlg, Pirsh
sontart was satablishoe of sboub 0148 as the snmry snips skirted
e norto sast seart of Eslombangars [elend, These shins were in
Lime 8 bewring end vather oloce farmatism, sbeut two atles off |

(v) Upen making eontast, at OL4E, batils Cormation
mmimm;mwunlmhwh LA
NICUGIAS, GVBAXNOR, 208 o MELEMA, BT, LoOUIS, JuatINg
HA ORI

{s) ¥esther conditlens were as follewsd Wind 110°T,
foror 1, soa from 110%9, olmal layer at mbout 5000 fest, no
betn, very dark olght, sith viaiblliey about 2000 waris,

2. Crrsngloagleal Lag of the Batbdles, Indtisl sontach
was made ab 0148 spd battle foromtien ordered at et time, “lead
sontast reported by TES waa et 0147 by Hilaia, Learing 804°T,
distsnss 9 nmilas,
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Ml ject: Aailon Reporb,

!I-i-ﬁ—i-------i-—-ii-—-.--p-p—-p-.-..--—-..--.

B, (Gouttd.) OChronsloglesl Lag of the Battle,
J14¢ Shipa left 1o 280,
OLER #h ridet bo 298Y, leading tacped bear
1?;"'#. diabenea 11 ‘m vards {ram this nlf!ul,
trashed on courdse i“.’l'l', spand B84 Enota,

QLG8 - OLEO Sermml Flre @lstribction givem. Orders
el b0 atteck by five firet, Waiting

reparts fran toat they ware ready o
ooronos {hring.

DLED Smmmenped [iring at lesding &hlp, target
believed to bave Loen u desbroyer,

0802 Target burnlac ewsy mod headsd towerds beach.

0#0d Julps plsht L80* be douree L19%F, cansed rive,
iine of Iire sbetrughed by OtSANRON,

0211 cuips pight 30° to 142*T to elese ranse an
ships sti out af Vula Owlf. Tarsete be=
Lieved t> te bhres 1igh.t aud ane Lenwy arulssr.

BR1T ¥hdips left to Oagwr,

OESd Enire rlgat to LI8°T.

ORES E:lye right ta BERYE,

Gabb Gosrtmet on ensay ahdp on port bow, sourse
120%2, mpoed 13 mote,

048 Fived helf salve borpeds sprend, mns P——
fiving, target bearing 204°T, diltnnu G080 yerda,

G4 Comped Flrlieg. Twrget 16 bellesved to bave 7 -an

& badly demmzed costrover and In Lelieved to
heave besa sunlt.
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Serial ho, 0085,

U. 5. 5. NICHOLAS
July 7, L343,

auib Jeet s Attlsn Repart,
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3+ (Conb%a) Clremoleclesl Lop of ths fettle,

GE4d Brips rizhi to BEEE%, do saeEy gonbeobts Tow
& raiar screst,

0854 Joanced apoed bo B8 Enetls

OPCS Feselved sridsrs o proocsed abead and mados
pwesp of Velle 5ulf, el task group at BB
ks o

Taalk proop reverded doures bo 1L1E*T,

Ee gontects in Velln Gull, reversed course
uiian erdered to relalin,

QO
0F10
0830 BADFORD Lldantlliled beow of HELSNA and wap
ardared b atard by anrvivers.

Q8T

G40

Srdered ts esslst HADPORD in plakioe up
Burvivors s

Arrived Dear surviver erea = lovered boats
and prosesded wlth ressus work.

G400 Shbalned oontact hgariag E.’Tl"l', lﬁﬂﬂ"};‘nﬂl
and want to 07 knobte on course BEOUY fo ine
vesblgabe s

2400 Jantect bearing #74%T dlatanee 1500Cwhlah
ravarasd ssures and hasdoed BOODPT ab 30 lmate.

D414 RAEPID re two centasbs sbandlng sut
af Euls y amable bs plek them up,

417 Sentast conbivoed on 300%F at 30 kmots; so
rebturosd to surviver arsa,
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Ll 5. 5. NICHOLAS
-Jﬂl,' ?- 1”!

Seel=finfisl
Bub jaatkt: hoklioh Repart.

Sy (Comtt,) JOhremslagloal Leg of the Gatile.
QBLS Canieot Learlo- 150% distance 15,000 yards,

Ofge Nith combact Learlng A75°T distance THE:
on gouymae 510°F, spes 3O knowe, Cired
splve of terpedoss ot intermediate speed,
Want sbead f11 powar on aolres OTERT,

QEES Heard worpedo defonatlomay Goobast Dearing
20T*7, distange 6TH0 yards,

0B322 Changed course o SLO%T, HADFTRD aponsd [ire
: o & Gt

DT S=ergf® Clre oo eteoy shilp with sater soalls sad
ales llluminated. Identifiod as m Sendal Jlass |ﬁ|f.r-
bt oruiser, target bearlng BES™ dlstanes

TETAE & H.hl ward obEsrved belne sade wnd
& large elouwd of Olwdk cmole wad obberved 50 the
laf® of tervet, It I bellawed thils was twe
tarTate, p eralser ond & destrover, The orolser
il peobably sunk By tarpedoss mod the doBlroyse
pegbably retcived coe idt. Survivors in the
walter naw teo abips, ene of mufen ooy bellowa
pank aborily alter the tarpedo dotomwblions, The
ertidanr was e anly ship alsites when Lterget wap
11liminated, The¢ erulser returtad mg [lre
pporadlcally ond inefleetively.

(OEEE Jeaaed fire; tuned weay to aveld possible borpedoss
and rotureed e survivor s,

0008 Jontest Bearlng V7B digtanea 12,400
standing owt of Tula Culf an souras Z10%F, spead
84 knots,

0830 Enedyy opened Cire, bearing S0F'T, diatange 9,850
@ yerds, Flre was retumed, Hent ahéed full pwer
on sourse 110°T, retirin: te Tulapl.

OTeT Fighter cover overtad,
-B = 5
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Berial Ea, D08 |
U. 8. §. NICHOLAS
demymael duly 7, 1943,
Lub Jecte Actlon dezert.
da {n) The porrforrunoe of um azd torpeda battariss
is aoneidewed to Be sxssllant, smodpt [or conbliried e .
un # S had a Jemmed esrtridoe duwrlnz the £irdt wh Pravent-
ad tue plu- Meed belng Sully slssed or opened, L waE noh
Jomred and broughl Lack Inte aperatins conditim antll abeut 000D,

Foe hydraulis abell holst I Cun 4 5 beocmis ipopapntive whilas
Piring o che Jap sralser st 0BSY and eould not be operauted aliter
in power oy Hmu.‘l.lr Thia lst the DIGESLAS with only ‘Iwes, Cive
ma‘g afd s torpedsey v uhmumﬂnﬂ.ui:-:.ﬂmi )
unit at ﬂlﬂ. BTG rounda aof E-'?zﬂ cal, smmmition were axs
Hadgr ppattinsg wad oot ll'.r-ﬂl:lﬂ,“ﬁﬂnhh Ledades ol the

be sasily fdemilflady

{2} ALl ten dose ware exnpendsd, 411 torpedoss
epparantly mnds normal =ume, firat spremd of flve torpodoss
mfirﬂltﬂlll,“thmmgmﬂ ranrs BODO » Larced
eourse 1RO, speed L2 Imots. Lepth seiting, aoe te dootrine
had bean l-t at 10 Fest, tak prler te .ri:-:.'q: Hu wal dol ak
Five feok boomuss cdsb target waa Selloved ta lmve bown B 4
deatrorFers  ihe sccand atbtecl wos made at 0508 shile doad In the
water pleleing up TELEML gupvivord, 4 spread 45 flve terpedoes warse
fived at the t-l.rgit h-n'- 17TE*T, » Te80, Thim tl;i;t had
been tradked o nﬁ-. glv & orares of 5 apeed
o0 idbs, At aboub ﬂﬂ tes dlatinot undervater lenl 1npe
hoerds (o tariet apesd tmmcdistely dropped From Lo D4,
Suryivers in tha weser stace that they oould sos two ailps, one of
whish brole in tes apd sonlkt, i n-nou.! ship was alse sp ""n-al.t-i.]' it
at the somse time and wes sbmorve] ba be probesding alow f;
Boutherly oourad, smacing eEly, bhis shdp ey hotve Leen hmimd
o Felasbhansare,

(o) fhen talken undar rfire WY sn enaty wnit l.t-mﬂ',
t.is ferges retired, returuing the Cire wntll out ef ronps. Jeversl
gnarty salves landsd batwesn thls veesdal snd che EADFORD, bone of
them ape Dollsved to lave Ledn eloser than 500 yards,. Seolm was
ussd curlng retirecsnt wotil tarzet was out of renge.
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Ssrin} Yo, 008 d,
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suly T, 143
RESGEY
Bub jeobi Letlon L,part
--.---*--.q-bq-----------—--Hlli-lir-i---
B. Cormunisetions with the Task Sroup were sntlrely
TEI: Shrortly alter parting with the Task Jroup Conmepblder

st cbout 0340, he advised by TOS t ha would request =l coverage
at damn, This mesenZe wes not recalved, ond this feel combinsd
with the rapid appressh of daylicht, hed sonslderable Demrizg oa
the dsclsior to sbapdon Murthcr ressus works

fa domuenta on Fogineering snd Bedlasl Ceparbtoamte.

(a) ering Uspartmenti For practically the

sntire batils the eogin ering plsnt wes oporated st almest Full

, axpept whan ing up survivers. Om the retorn te Tulegl
peiy with a mamimus of 400 ©.?.M, wes ussd in order to shbtaln
ar SOVErALD Al "as nossibls, During the latier part
af the beitle,; smolo was « Cpoaration wes oo aplit plank,
Perfarannes the entirs plant was hishly sstisfeetory and the
spesd predused snd seintained wes a soures of satisfsction far all
hands, After ressiing mn ares mhere it could be safaly done, the

vore olowed in aceordanse with the beat anglnoer-
fng prineiples, tubes were b apd twe bollars plssed in atend-
by status,

(b} Medisal Departusnty (ne HsLiMA supvivar disd
oy refult of serlous burns, ADoblwer Cead & brokem leg wiloh was
reget oo boards The resaloder hed only #lisht Injoriss. The Ime
macdiates and ln tanparmbtes clloabes when gurvivard come sboard is
to ek thelr noaw wnd eyes elemned of ail, mnd o soegk tholp
bofles Tor serisus woundss An organisatlon sost be wfleoted bo
koep tihwe men woving toward one or the ether ar the bakble drsawing
atatlong; and Irao thare, below dsaks wharo thay clearime b
oelvad I!t.h dloasl o1l aad rasa. A ahowar, cleun clothas, warsth
dand reprt bulow deaks are next stape bo be takem,

T foonents and Hetohcondatlond .
{a) This speration is an ezesllent argoent Iin

favor of a sepond 85 redear in all shipe,; and urgently assded Iin
all Flagesipe,; Iooluding deatrorer loadore.
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DAY Gl

Borial Ho, ODE,
L. 5. 5. NICHOLAS
Jaly T, 148

SefivGaliniel
Sl Jeats hetlsn Roport
-'-I_I'--*--'---'-*#P---r---l-ul-----.--q.

¥ fa}{dont'd) This actiom deTinitely eloes thak =il

et smlataln a gareful abweek an Lhe remainder ol the [orme
o 2% wall sa the lecabion of dmunxed ohipe.e

. (k) ™he awe of flestlose powder must bs pessrded
:ir.}. 511 Lty :t t‘lril“ u\;ﬂﬁ Hrl-ln:ﬂr hldm
ter ¥ [ T e
allownoss gheuld be .mdﬂuﬂu.ﬂﬂ.‘.muﬂm
e foreard bee guna, Ib 19 alen reomeended that the allowatos
af & lpeh coorsn be laereased to 200 pounda,

. {e} Ia recovering survivers, tos sueh tlome wes lost

waltln: for bembte bo taw the ralte and nobe slongolde, The encines

sannol Be used wit: poople In the water near the stern, It i3

necessnry Lo pet lines to She refte and nete from the ship Ltssll

pd Hﬁ'“lﬂllt‘ll H:n!nhh{ﬂh, En:n;w
’ o ZoP groups

LR wanded to thp regeus hip,

{d) It was fortunate thal the MADPOED had a fichter
direobar it am board, from 4 previous dnty asslpnesnt, Lemver,
all desbtrorars CID should be capeble of tading ever the rishter
dirsation, Tressnt equlpment Lls suiflslent,

{#) Tha dostrine of atbaskln: an enasy with mum
fire and terpedees, thes tursic: mway in tloe %0 aveld his tere
pedons uncer sover of mmoke, sproars sound, Ml progedure wed

Uitedy

Ba The porformanes of duty of all povesrmel wng oute
ptandings In severdl dnres the condust of offisers and men s
8 glorisus lsepirstiom. The following efTicere snd nem tore doe
]

arving of vy aperelal credlt mnd recornltisnt

o 0 -

€]



U. §. S. NICHOLAS TS
uly 7, 1042 T
Sefiegefiofal o ~Ea
Sub Jectit iotlon Beport na =
Be { Pont Lmiod } .

Liputensit Ceumander Lewis L. SFIDER, V2N, »

¢ Evmluabor.

Lisutensnt (Jz) Jobn O, TVERETT, DeV{l), THER, -
Oantrel oifiser,

Lisubenant Johm i, STONE, De¥(1}), DSFR, =
e oaT

Lisubenant Jenes Y. COLONAN, TEH, «

inginear I Tleep,

Ricutenent aillles B, SALISSORY, De¥(3), 8RR, =

Commimication SITlcer afd OITlear of Deek,

WOUETHAN, Mawrloe e, CUE(AL), Oel, USiR, =
010 Floteer,

Hadny Gparetars

m' Shava l.- Hdﬂn, l].. ‘1 :i.ﬂ‘ -

ARder Cperator,

EamTd CHAwWE

AFDSRSUR, Kenmoli F., Oox, Ve 8. '0vy,
PROGLE, Halter (n), Sle, V-8, O3pm,
.L!I!-Eﬂiﬂ.!.:l, I-II..'I‘ ;.p- ?1!-. u' =-¢ “l#ri
"I-PE-'S, 1"..1#1 :ﬂli.- -ﬂu LT; lj H"”i
Buﬁ'ml I-I.ll'l.m J-' # 1.5. B :'_'-...1.":'-
MOLL, Joseph K, 37., s Bo By Bmiys
Mllﬂm. Iﬂlll L"l m, ﬂﬂ-
MPI.I.II .mm 'q.- lll: [.I" 3.* ."'I.'F_“i'i
ROCE, Rmrl t,, PBe, V=8, DLLR.

m- [ ()] -:" m' .LI.‘ -5-.' :-I“;I".

The matiap of approxicatbe wearde for sutebanding

perforoanes of dubty by individuals durisg this seriss of anaage=
reits will be mads the &b ject of separste correspscdonss,

@

Copy tof Ooximoh (direat)
JenlenPas ,;, HeplomiesPan, LPID.

Ls s UTLL,
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