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1210 Greendale Ave., #339
Needham, MA 02152
July 5, 1997

U.SeS. Perry (DMS-17 ) Crewmembers,

It is my pleasure to present you with a copy of the book-
et l've compiled on your ship. It is the fourteenth such
booklet I have completed on destroyer-type vessels from world
war II, but it is my first on a minesweeper. In addition to
the survivors (all except two of my booklets have been about
ships which were sunk) I send copies to about a dozen naval
museums/ ! ibrar ies around the country, so the Perry's story will
be preserved for future naval historians.

You don't owe me anything for the booklet, but contribu-
tions will be appreciated. [I'm really more interested in see-
ing that every survivor gets a copy than [ am in breaking even.
In the case of the Perry, I'm also sending copies to those who
were transferred off just prior to the mining and to those who
were aboard during the attack on Pear! Harbor. [I'm sorry that
I canit supply extra copies, but 1 hope you'!ll have copies made
at a copying store for your family.

| wish to thank "Mike" Michaels for his early enthusiastic
support and the address list he sent me, and Jack Steward,
Frank Pogue and Hedy Lynch for the material they sent me. [
never would have found the 12-page oral history transcript (at
the and of my booklet) if Cdr. Steward hadn't told me about it.
Also, Ann Hassinger, the [ibrarian at the U.S. Naval Institute
Archives, is responsible for the great maps fncluded in my book-
fet, so | wish to thank her.

Finally, how can we thank Captain Baldridge enough for his
well written narrative about the events on September 13, 194k
and his fine description of minesweeping operations?! [I'm not
sure about his health - he's now 8! years old - but I sent him
the fFirst copy of my booklet in recognition of his gallant ef-
forts to salvage your ship when he commanded the U.S.S. Preble
(DM=20). If any of you wish to write him, his current address
is: Captain Elward F. Baldridge, USN (Ret.)

1201 Braddock Place, #2035
Alexandria, VA 22314-1669

You may be interested in knowing that [ am planning to
mail a Perry booklet to the ex-Secretary of Defense, Dr. Wil-
{iam J. Perry. He traces his I|ineage back to Commodore Perry,
and he is very interested in the history of all the ships named

arter his ancestor.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his | ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
#l served in the United States Navy.,”

- President John F, Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August t, 1963.






The "four-plper® destroyer U.5.5. Perry (DD-3u0) pract leing underway refueling
alongside the battlieshlp U.S5.S. Pennsyivania (88=38) in 1932. Orlglnally com-
miss foned at Mare lsland, Callfornla, Tn 1922, she was decommlssioned in early
1923 and then recommissioned In 1930, The Perry was converted to a high=speed
minesweeper at Pearl! Harbor in 19%0 and redes ignated DMS«17, (NHGC photograph)







* Dictionary of American Nava! Fighting Ships,

Perry *

Commeodore Oliver Hazard Perry, born at Rocky Point,
South Kingston, R.1., 20 August 1785, was appointed Mid-
shipman 7 April 1799 and served in revenue cutter General
Green during the Naval War with France. He fought in fri-
gates Adams and Constellation during the Barbary Wars.
In the War of 1812, Perry constructed and commanded a fleet
of American warships on Lake Erie. When his hip Law-
rence was shattered and sinking in the Battle of Lake Erie
Perry fired her last effective gun, took his battle flag, and rowed
across shot-splashed waters to Niazgara where he fought on to
victory, and reported, ‘“We have met the enemy and theme
ours. . .”” The victory gave the United States control of Lake

Erie and ensbled Perry and General Harrison to take a large
part of Canadian territory which helped American Com-
missioners at Ghent to negotiate a treaty favorable to the
United States. When peace was restored, Perry commanded
frigate Jave in the Mediterrapean. In May 1819 he went to
Venezuels to seek help in protecting American ships off the
northern coast of South America, waters then plagued by
pirates. After sailing to the Spanish Main in John Adams,
he ascended the Orinocoe River in Nonsuch. At Angostura,
Perry succeeded in negotiating a favorable treaty, but con-
tracted fever and died 23 August 1819.

Washington: U.S. Naval! Historical Center, 1970,

Volume 5,












History of the U.,S.S, Perry (DD-340/DMS=17)*
(A 1,190-ton World war 1 Clemson-class destroyer)

(DD-340: dp. 1,190; I. 314’ 5"; b. 30’ 8"; dr. 13’ 6"; s. 36 k.;
cpl. 133; a. 4 4", 1 3", 12 21" tt.; cl. Clemson)

The third Perry (DD-340) was laid down 15 September 1920
at the Mare Island Navy Yard, Vallejo, Calif.; launched 29
October 1921; sponsored by Miss Anne R. Scudder; and com-
missioned 7 August 1922, Lit. Richard H. Booth in command.

Perry operated out of San Diego until 17 January 1923.
Then decommissioned, she remained in reserve until recom-
missioned 1 April 1930. Operations off California were followed
in late summer by a cruise to Alaska with members of the US
Senate embarked for an inspection trip. Squadron, fleet and
joint Army—Navy—Coast Guard exercises in the eastern
Pacific, the Caribbean and the western Atlantic filled her
schedule for the next decade.

On 2 April 1940, Perry departed San Diego for her new home-
port, Pearl Harbor. For the next five months she patrolled in
Hawaiian waters, then in October, entered the naval ship-
yard at Pearl Harbor for conversion to a high speed mine-
sweeper. Redesignated DMS-17, effective 19 November 1940,
she joined MinRon 2 at Pearl Harbor in January 1941. In
late spring, she sailed back to San Diego, whence, on 1 July,
she departed to escort Arizona to Pearl Harbor.

On 7 December 1941, Perry was moored at Pearl Harbor.
Promptly after the Japanese attack she got underway and,
having already splashed one of the attackers, took up patrol
and sweeping duties in the approaches to the harbor entrance.
She continued offshore patrols until 31 May 1942, then sailed
east to California. Alterations at Mare Island followed and on
31 July, she departed, as convoy escort, for Pearl Harbor.
From Hawalii, she steamed to Kodiak to assist in the Aleutian
campaign. For the next yesr, until after the retaking of Kiska,
15 August 1943, Perry performed minesweeping and rescue
missions and escorted troop and supply convoys in the foggy
waters of the north Pacific.

On 8 September, Perry departed Adak and sailed south.
Stopping first in Hawaii, she continued on to San Francisco
for repairs. Back at Pearl Harbor 27 November, she joined
the 5th Fleet, then staging for the Marshall Islands campaign.
On 31 January 1944, she arrived off Kwajalein and took up
antisubmarine station in the transport area. She departed that
atoll five days later, escorted troopships to Noumesa, con-
ducted sweeping operations in the Solomons, and then, on 3

* Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Vo/. 5
(Naval Historical Center, 1970)




April, sailed with MinHon 2 for New Guinea. Three days
later, she joined the 7th Fleet at Milne Bay. In mid-month
she got underway, with TG 77.3 and, acting as occan escort
and anti-submarine screen, arrived with that group off Aitape
on the 22nd. Prior to the assault there, she swept between
Tamara and Alli Islands, then took up antisubmarine patrol
and shore bombardment duties.

Perry remained in New Guinea waters until 6 May, when
she steamed east to rejoin the 5th Fleet in the Solomons and
prepare for the invasion of the Marianas. Assigned to TG
51.17, Perry arrived off Saipan and commenced sweeping
operations 13" June—under cover from the battleships of TF
' 58. Completing sweeping operations the following day, she
resumed screening duties in the forward area, maintaining her
protective posture over the transports off the assault beaches
through the landings and the Battle of the Philippine Ses.
On 26 June, she departed Saipan for Eniwetok, whence she
sailed, with TG 53.1, for Guam. Between the 14th and the
20th she screened vessels delivering the preinvasion bombard-
ment; then, as troops were landed on the 2ist, joined the
screen of the fire support units.

Prior to departing the Marianas, five days later, Perry

participated in the shelling of Rota, then returned to Guam,
whence she sailed, the same day, for Eniwetok in the trans.
port screen. Further exercises in the Solomons preceded her
next, and last, assignment, the Palau invasion.

On 6 September MinRon 2 sortied from Florida Island. On
the 12th they reached their objective and the units commenced
sweeping operations off Pelelieu Island. At 0811, a mine ex-
plosion destroyed Perry’s port sweep gear. By 1028 she had
replaced the gear and was back in formation to contiuue opera-
tions until early afternoon. That night she carried out anti-
submarine patrols and carly the next morning, 13 September,
resumed her sweeping mission. At 1418, off Anguar, a violent
underwater explosion, starboard side amidships, shook the
ship. All steam to her main engines was lost and the forward
fireroom was demolished and flooded. Steam and oil sprayed
in all directions and the ship took on & 30° list to port. The
list increased and, at 1420, the commanding officer ordered
‘abandon ship”. With the aid of Preble (DD-345) final at-
tempts to save the vessel were made, but, at 1515, all remain-
ing personnel were ordered off. At 1605, Perry capsized. She
broke in two at the point of damage and, at 1607, sank in 40
fathoms of water.

Perry (DMS-17) earned 6 battle stars during World War IT.










Excerpt from Destroyers in Action
by Richard A. Shafter*

“4 Lovely Ship"

(Copyrighted material deleted in this [ibrary copy)

* New York: Cornel! Maritime Press, 1945
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The fast minesweeper U.S.S. Perry (DMS-17) at the Mare Island Navy Yard, Cal ifornia, on July 22, 1942,
arter changes had been made in her armament to provida better antjiaircraft protection. When the Japa-
nese attacked Pear! Harbor on December 7th, 1941, the Perry was able to open Fire on enemy planes only
when they came within range of her machine guns (six .50-caliber and two ,30-cal iber). After this at-
tack she patrolled the waters around Hawaii for six months and then raturned to the States. Following
her 1942 refit the Perry participated in the Aleut ian campaign for a year, conducting minesweeping op-
erat ions, performing rescue missions and acting as a convoy ascort. {official U.S5. Navy photograph,)







E. A, Wilde, Jr.
December, 1596

U.5.5. Perry (DMS=17)

Summary of Commanding Officers in World wWar 1I:!

LCdr. Lermond H. Miller, USN 21 Oct. 15471

12 Apr. 1942

LCdr. Bernhart A, Fuetsch, USN 13 Apr. 1942 30 Oct. 1943

Lt., Ira G. Stubbart, USN 30 Oct. 1943 - 3 Sep. 194k
Lt., Wiiliam N. Lindsay, USNR 3 Sep. 194l - 13 Sep., 19L4S

O K N ¥ X X ¥ ¥ X X X

1 Source: The shipl!s deck logs for 19u41=1944 at National! Ar-
chives 11, College Park, Maryland.

2 The Perry struck a moored mine and sank on 13 September 1944
while sweeping the waters off Anguar Island in the Pajaus.
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Chart of ship positions at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on 7 December 1941, the day
of Japan's surprise attack with carrier aircraft and submarines at 0758 on a
Sunday morning. The U.S.S. Perry (DMS-17), moored in a nest with four other
ships of Mine Division Four (left of center in this chart), immediately com-
menced firing and claimed the destruction of one submarine and one aircraft.
(Naval Historical Center chart.)







DMS17/A16-3 U.S.8. PEHRY (DMS17),
Serial 0234 Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
December 22, 1941,

& h

. ] 4

-N-TEI-A-T

From: The Comrmanding Officer.
To : * The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet,
Subject: Japanese_Aif Raid on Pearl Harbor, December
7, 1941,
Reference: {a) CINCPAC despatch 102102 of December 1941.
1. The following report is submitted in compliance

with reference (a):
A. Offensive measures:

Cormencing at 0759, approximately ore minute after
the raid began, all machine guns (6 - .50 caliber and 2 -
.30 caliber) were manned and opened fire at Japanese
plenes within range. General quarters was sounded about
this time. (Ammunition was kept at the guns in the ready
eammunition lockers; was thus immediately available.)

Four planes were shot down within range of Mine Division
FOUR. Due to the promptness and accuracy with which fire
was opened and the high volume of fire that was maintained,
at least one and probably more of these planes can be
credited to the PERRY.

Some time after the start of the raid, personnel on
the after deck house of the PERRY saw a submarine
partially surface, heading toward Middle Loch and swinging
toward the moorings of the MEDUSA, CURTIS and VESTAL.
Number four (4") zun was promptly manned and two shots were
fired., The first was well over, then the sights were reset
to 300 yards and a second salvo was fired. No one :
observing the fall of shot saw the splash of this projectile.
Unofficially it was reported to have pessed through and
exploded in the conning tower or hull of the submerine., The
IMDUSA was also- firing on the same enemy. NO more shots
were fired by this ship as the MACDONOUGH was Seen coming
up fast. The submarline may have fired a torpedo at the
VACDONOGGE - one was ssen to be fired just as the PERRY
second shot was fired. She dropped e depth charge beside






DMS17/A16-~3 U.S.8. PERRY (INS17),
Serial 0234 Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
: December 22, 1941.

Air Raid on Pearl Harbor, December
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the sub and narrowly avoided running aground beyond. The
submarine disappeared from view.

The Commanding Officer would appreciete the
information as to whether, in the conning tower or hull
of the submarine sunk off the moorings of the CURTISS,
there 1s a hole made by a 4" projectile. It is believed
that no other ship was firing a 4" gun at this enemy
target.

B, Damage to eneny.

Partial or total destruction of from one to four
enemy planes shot down within range of PERRY guns which
were firing.

Possible sinking of one submarine in Pearl
Harvor.

C. Own losses and damage.

There were no personnel lost in the PERRY. One
casualty occurred when the gun captain of £3 ,50 caliber
machine gun, 7. C. COLE, F.C.3e, USHN., recelved a Tlesh
wound from an enemy machine gun bullet in his throat.

He received temporary treatment on board and was later
transferred to the Peesrl Farbor Naval Hospital for
removal of the bullet.

Minor damage to rigging and antennae was sustained
from mechine gun fire and bomb fragments.

D. Distinguished conduct of personnel.

Too much can not be said for the high order of
conduct of all hands, who, totally inexperienced under
fire, went ebout their duties with superb coolness and
disregard of danger. To my mind this applies particularly
to the men who had jobs giving them no opportunity to
shoot back -.the ship was ready to get underway 32 minutes






Serdial 0234 Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
Décember 22, 1941,
BEB-a-1

-Japanese Air Raid on Pearl Harbor, December
7, 1941,
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after the raid started., The amunition parties functioned
smoothly, efficlently, and quickly. ZEFarly ln the engagement,
when COLE was wounded on #3 .50 caliber machine gun,

G. A. CHRISTIAN, F.C.3c, USN., who had been sscured from
his normal station on the 4" director, quickly ran to the
gun end took up the fire,

Ensign G, G. BALL, USN., of the class of 1941,
U.S. Naval Academy, got the ship underway, when ordered by
the senior officer in the nest, and took the ship to sea,
gscreened the U.S.S. LOUISVILLE, commenced the streaming of
the magnetic sweep preparing for a sweep of the viclnity
of the harbor entrance and acted as Commanding Officer
until the arrival on board, vis navy yard boat, of the
Captalin off the entrance buoys sabout four hours later.
His actions were those of an officer of far greater
experience. See paragraph "E" for further remarks on this

officer.

I believe these to be but two of many acts worthy
of the term distinguished but which go unhearlded by their

similarity.
E, Other 1ltems of interest.

“hen the air raid on QOahu started, Ensizn G. G.
BATL, USN, class of 1941, U.S. Naval Academy, was having
breakfast in the home of his parents, Colonsl and Mrs.
R.lI. Bathurst at Schofield Barracks., At the first bombd
burst at Wheeler Field, about 0730, Ensign BALL quickly
got out hls car and tore for the Pearl City Landing,
pursued by enemy strafers firing on the rosds, He arrived
at the landinz and cormandeered a beoat to the nest and
took charge of operations in the PERRY. On board besides
himself were two young reserve officers. One of them was
senior to Ensign BATIL, but deferred to BAIL's poised and
cool reactions. BAILL's conduct deserves the utmost praise.
His reediness was due in my opinion, first, to a flne
background and second to the training rece1v=d by him from
ny predecessor Lieutenant Commander R. E. ELLIOTT, USN.,
in ship handling and in accepting responsibility., I em
proud to nave him on board, 1Incidentally, Ensign BAILL






DMS17/AL6-3 U.S.S. PERRY (DMS17),
Seriel 0234 Pearl Harbor, T.H.,
: December 22, 1941,
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Japanese Air Raid on Pearl Harbor, December
7, 1941,
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has been Chief Engineer of the FERRY éince Juné 1, 1941,
£illing the bill completely.

I wish to invite attention to the fact that all
hande in the PERRY went to their battle statiomns, in
advance of the sounding of the general slarm.

Copy to:
Combasefor
Cominron 2
Comindiv 4






byLs H. MILLER, Lieut,Comdr.,

LIST OF

OFFICERS

Attached to and on board of the U.S.S.. . F2RRY (DMS17)

. U. 8. N., during the period covered by this Log Book, with date of
reporting for duty, detachment, transier, or death, from 1 December 10 41 to31 _Degember 1041,

commanded

aor. nar A SRR pomm
HARTT, Vi.EB., Jr. Commander, USN L Apr 1941 Comindiv 4
) Comeanding
MILLER, L.H. Lisut,Comdr.,USl | 21 Oct 1941 Morals
Ravigator
MYERS, H. Lieutenant, USH | 21 et 194 Eonconive Qfficer
Compunication Off.
Ship Censor
Education Officer
Gunnery Officer
JANNEY, J.H. Lisut.{je), USN | 5 June 1938 Public Reletions
Ship's Service Off
lst Lieutenant
DAILTY, R.C. £ngign, B3W 31 _auz 1940 Minesweeping .
‘ ¥i.R. Mess Treasure
B o Engineer Officer
BATL, G.G. Ensign, USN 13 Mar 1941 Shores Officer

‘|Special Minesweepi

WILLIAuS, W.U.

knsign, -USNR

28 _Jan_ 1941

Asst. Comm'mn Off.
Yalfare Qfficer

Athletic Officer.

HUGH:S, J.D.

USNH

¥neizn,

22 _Apr 9Ll

Conmissery Officen

Asgat. Gun.. .0fficer
Sound QOfficer.

RAWORTE, M.D., JT.

Ensign, USI.:

28 Qe 19

Asst. Ing. 0fficer

Inder .In struction

Examined and found to be correct.

ileythn

o
ant, U3H.

Namigaior,







E. A. Wild
December,

UeS.8. Perry (DMS-17)

Muster Roll of the Crew; 31 December 1941%

ALEXANDER, Fred Hepler GM2c
BAKER, Robert Dean Stc
BANNON, Andrew George MMI c
BANISTER, Clarence Edgar Y2e
BARNARD, James Howard Fec
BAYERSDORFER, Frederick S. WTic
BELL, William Holden RM3c
BLOUNT, James Ernest Ste
BOYENGA, Harold John S2c
BRAND, Joseph James File
BREGOLI, Perche (n) Fie
CARMACK, Luther Wendell S2¢
CHAPMAN, Roland Roosevelt MM1 c
CHILDERS, David Of iver Ste
CHMIELEWSK I, Edward Joseph Y3c
CHLIPALA, Stanley (n) EM3c
CHRISTIAN, George Avant FC3c
CLANCY, Edward Joseph Ste
CLARK, Homer Lyle , MMZ c
COPLEY, Samuel! (n) 8M1 ¢
COREY, John Arthur S2¢
DECKER, August Jacob CMM
DETRICK, Haroid Lloyd Ste

DONOVAN, Thomas Leonard, Jr. MMic
DREHER, Herbert Frederick caMm

DU BARD, Melvin Hart MM2 ¢
EDWARDS, John Hardy CSM
ELKINS, Car! (n) EM2c
EPPS, Edward wells SM2c
FAGUNDES, Edward Anthony S2¢
FARLEY, Jack Eugene Ste

FELTHAUS, Bernard Joseph Jr. GM3c
FITZGERALD, Hollis Boyd, Jr. Stic

FOUCAULT, Leon Phillip BMZc
FRANKE, Joseph Wwill iam CEM
GENNETTE, Lawrence (n) ¥T1c
GORMAN, James Mack, 111 SZe
GOSSARD, Ronald Johnson Fle
GREEN, Norman Miles ¥T2e
GREENWOOD, Cecil Louis, Jr. RM3c
GREGORY, Gene Chesnutt RMZ2c
HENDERSON, William Henry GM2c
HENSON, Harry Curtis GMic
HEPP, Harold Henry CPhM
HICKMAN, Leonard Grant Flc
HOHNER, Richard Victor S2¢
HOLMBERG, Emmet Clarence S2¢

HONE, Lynroid G.
HUNSAKER, Norris wayland
HUNTER, Charles Robert
JACKSON, Vernon Casmere
JOHNSON, Ernest Llester
LARSEN, Wwilliam Edward
LATTIMORE, Hugh Russell
LAWTER, Fred McCoy

LEE, George Elvington
LISHMAN, Charles Edward
LYNCH, John Joseph, Jr,
LYNN, George Wilson
LYONS, Roy Myron
MAERSHBECKER, Nicolas, Jr.
MAGGARD, Joseph Elmo
MART IN, Albert Louis
MAY, Gal illand waldren
McMINN, Elwood Sidney
McQUEEN, Harold Edgar, Jr.
MILLER, Lee Roy

MILLER, Orville E.
MITCHELL, Kenneth Otto
NEMETH, John Andrew
NIELSEN, Ernest wWalter
O'BRIEN, Ralph Daniel
PAULI, Lloyd Clark
PETTYJOHN, Jack Ernest
PHILLIPS, Jack Diamond
RAHN, Jacob Irvin, Jr.
RAYBURN, Sedgie Eugene
RICHARDSON, James (n)
ROBERTS, Lee Andrew
RONYECZ, Joseph Stephen
ROSS, Herman Shirley
RUDZ INSK 1, Anthony william
SANSON, Lloyd Daie
SCHULTZ, John (n)
SCULLY, Royal Parry
SEEST, James Monro
SHEETS, Harold Hill
SHEROKY, Joseph (n)
SHIELDS, James Albert
SINGLETON, Warren Joseph
SKUDERA, Daniel George
SMITH, Fred George
SMITH, Granvilie Physic
SMITH, James Preston

e, Jr.
1996

wT1c
S2¢
BMt e
MM1 C
SCte
CBM
MAtTZ2
Fle
MMZ2c
Ste
@M2e
Ste
Cox
wWTze
QM e
SCZc
cosStd
Msmthe
SZc
Stc
S52¢
RMZc
SM1e
Cox
Fic
F3c
S2c
S2¢
MM1 ¢
CM3c
OcZe
MAtt2
Fle
asee
SKtc
SC3c
CMM
CMM
F2e
GM3c
S2¢e
MMZ2 ¢
MAtt?
Fee
F2c
CwT
S2e






SPENCER, Jesse William
STANCO, Michael William
STARCZEK, John (n)
STILLION, Donald Douglas
STORM, Leo Francis

ST. PIERRE, James Russell
STRACK, Francis John
STRANO, Salvador Markery
SUDANO, Anthony, Jr.
SULLIVAN, Harold Hayes
SWARTZ, Michael Vincent
SYTH, Hallie Arthur
SZABLEWSK!, Walter Joseph
TARDO, Salvador (n)
TEMPLE, Demonte will iam

-

Ste
F2c
FZc
Sic
F3c
F3c
S2¢
SZ2e¢
Féc
Stc
SFic
S2¢c
S1e
SZ2c
S1c

TERRANO, Frank Paul
TERRELL, John Junior
THOMA, Howard Victor
THOMAS, Richard Dorman
THOMAS, Roland Louis
TIMAR, Luke Vincent
TOMPKINS, Paul Ot e
TREIBER, John Lewis
TREIBER, Paul! Junior
WINGATE, Randol!ph Charies
WONDERLY, Alvin Hamilton
WOOD, Thomas walter
YEAMAN, Sam Jones

YOUNG, Charles Estill, Jr.

* N % ¥ % X X X X ¥ %

sSource: The ship's personnel! diary on microfiim at Nat ional
Archives Il in College Park, Maryiand.

Enl isted compliement on 31 December 1941:
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Fee
St1e¢
See
SZc
SZ2c
Flc
Ste
FZe
8M2c
FZe
wWT1c
EM3c
Ste
Y1c


















In 194! the 20-mm Oeri ikon air-cooled machine gun began to replace the ,50-cal.
water-cooled machine gqun as the Navy's standard [ight antiaircraft weapon. ([t
was alsc called a machine cannon because it fired explosive shells,) This ear-
Iy Mark & version with an open-ring sight required a Pour-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two locadars.
When fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data., The Oerlikon had an effactive range
of 1,800 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (OfPicial USN Photo.)







ACTION REPORT

USS PERRY DMS 17
SERIAL 09 | NO DATE

ACTION REPORT.

FORWARDS FORM REPORT OF ACTION DURING
‘JAP AIR ATTACK ON SHIPPING IN CON-
STANTINE HARBOR,AMCHITKA, - |

15 FEBRUARY 1943.
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Serial 09. 8/o Flest Post OTfice,
San Francisco, Cglir,

The Commending Qfficer.
The Commander-in-Chief. U,S. Pugifie Flest,

{l) The Commandesr, Alssknn Sgator.

Via ;
ie#-Thc Communder, Task Forece EBIGHT,.
31 The Gommander, Service Force, U.S. Paclfic
Flaet,
Subject: Aation Report,
Enoclosure; {A) Action Report of Pebrusry 15, 1943.

1. Bnclosurs (A) 1s subtmitted herewith,

B. A. FUBTSCH,

Advance Copy ta:
CINCUS,.

Copy to:
Comparon 31X,
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ANTI-AIRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFACE SHIPS

Constentine Hsrbar, U.S. 8. _PERRY {(TMsi7y

Location of ship
- Amchitka, Alsska - Lyipg off
net entrance. Date Pebrusry 15 1943,

NOTES

(a) Repel Attack First—Then collect data for this report!
Do not “gun deck” this report—if data cannnot be estimated with reasonable accuracy enter
dash in space for which no data is available,

(¢) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is completed with data available
from ship’s log, memory, and consultation with ship’s officers. Information is essential in
order that the effectiveness of our equipment can be determined. Where data is of doubtful
accuracy fill in with general terms. The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in

any way to adversely affect the handling of equipment during action.

{b)

1. Surprise attack {(vesorno) ....*O0_ .
# 2. Method picking plane up (Radar, binocutars, naked eye) .. Radap
(If by Radar state type of set) Su=1

(a) Lookout(s) or special equipment detector operator(s):
R ou [ 20 510-0“"61

(Rate) {Service No.)

{Name)

made initial contact by Radar
(sound}, (radar), (SMSD), (MAD), {Sight)

4. Number of planes Six (6) Flost-f1ght
0gC=- arg
5. Type of plane (Fighter, scout, dive-bomber) Type of attachjfgfg_;:...?'ﬁ?.g.g

Speed & altitude (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and fast, high and slow, inter-

mediate andfﬁovﬁ'}‘b‘b ané slow) Intermadiste and slow.

; 7/50 Cal Four
size .37/ Col BT o Fhper -
. Method spotting Deflection only.

-1

[}

=

=}

(4]

th

.

]

g
d
-1
S
138 ]
m
0
n

9. Percent service allowance expended ... 3.00 g
saconds,

10.  Approximate time tracking to firss shot 30

11. Approximate time of first hits Nono .......

12, Approximate time first shot to last shot &, %

# Initial RaGar contact mede by USS DEWRY end '
Enclosure {A)

reported to ships present over 7.1B.8.



13. Approximate positicn angle open fire L0°

14. Approximate position cease fire ... 20°

15. Approximate bearing first shot .......... 165 Rel.

16. Approximate bearing last shot 270 Rel.

17. Approximate range first shot ... 4000 ynrds.

18. Approximate range last shot 5000 vards. —

19. Approximate altitude of bomb release 8000 Feet (Fst) Type bomb oo
20. Approximate range torpedo release _ Size of torpedo —ieeneeeee
2]. Hits on ship Hone Was ship strafed No SiZe FUD oo
22. Number near bomb misses .. Hons Casualties from near misses ... 17008

23. Planes shot dewn—sure . NON® ___ Possible .. Mons Damage __None

By what size gun

24. Details of damage to target by gunfire if available

25. Performance of ammunition_(Excellent, good, bad, poor) Goad

26. Pattern sizes Lpree, s#é.ll exces.sive)\\-E Large. N
+H T SKETCH
{a) Indicatéﬁ.'{iction of attack relative ship’s head.
{b) Show relative positi
{¢) Indicate own d
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RES17/AlS~3 V.il.5. FRRRY {BFLY),

Beria: . e/o Yiset Post Orfine,
fan Pranceisco, Golir.,
Gty P ¥ P o e P Frrom July 24, 1943,
Promi ' The Comrarding Officar,
To The Cormmuder in (hief, Y.S. Pnoliric rloet.
Vin il] The Cormander Tesk Qroup 16.22.
2) ™o Cmmapder Twok Poroe l6.

Bubjwot: furface Dombarimant of ineny Installations

on Xiske Island, 22 July 1943 = report or.

l. This vezzel partiolmmtud in wurfacs boabardrant

of enamy lrstallutions an ¥laka Yuland on the afLernocon or
Thursfay, 22 July 1943, by Tesk Group l6.22, Hear adoirnl .1,
GHIm. U.35. ﬁﬂW.

2. Throughout the bonberdment this wvesznnl won
« ployod sxolusively es a serosning uanlt in stetlon sixsy (60)
Gegroos on the port bow of tho leading hattlaship, distuncoe
four thousand (4,000) yarie. This gtotion ms maintainnd
tnroughout the exaercisa,

3. This veusel expondst ng amcunfiticn wp tha
broobartcent Funge was i axoous of tha axitrana range of Gur
bﬂtmno

be Thare wero oo ousuzltias to aither ship or
parsonanl; no return firs was obsuervad,

5. A vary pood view was hait of the banbardrent of
Eloka by U.8. Army balburs lwmediately preceding tha surface
sotion, 4antleeirorsft rfiro was commonced well Befors our
Planee renched their ralsass pointa, end Iiritial pattorn wae
onnsifiarnbly ahesrd of plenas but st corraoet mltitufo, Huresss
noved behind ploney but were carrscotod by drestic spons, It
appoarsd $0 observars an this vassel tlwt aneny Bpoisiing msr
have been donw by ramote Bpotters lnonted in the northarn
part of the islemd, who oould surily heve spotted. in daflection
for the type of hamblng runs mads froo Zest $o West sarooes
Berth Heuds It wno partioularly imprassing to nots the rapidity
of apots whicll oaugsd bursti 3« [Qe@r on and shend of thw plunns,

Coples to:
Coninah (advance} s
Comsaron 3Ii,
Comirran Ti0,






G

l. @G. Stubbart) at the Mare Island Navy Yard, Califor-

nia, on 2 November 1943, Following repalrs and a refit she deployed to the southern Pacific where she
participated in the Marshall lIstands campaign (kwajalein), the Hollandia (Dutch New Guinea) Operation,
the Invasions in the Marianas (Saipan, Tinian and Guam) and finally, the capture of Anguar and Peleliu
Islands in the Palau Group. ("Angaur” is also correct.) (Official U.S. Navy photograph.)

The fast minesweeper U.S5.S. Perry (DMS-17) (Lt.
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Excerpt from Battle Report: The End orf an Empire*

Minesweeping has always been a sweaty, unglamorous
-~ but necessary - business. Before the sleek, powerful
ships - those which accumulate the praise and the glory
- can move into a newly won harbor, or even before they
can nose close to enemy-held shore for bombardment, a
safe path of approach must be cleared by the dogged [ittie
Sweepers,

It is always the minesweeps that Spearhead an inva-
sion; it is always the minesweeps that open up the vital
gap through which the amphibious forces pour their massed
weight. And it is almost always a minesweep that gets
sunk first.

Back and forth they go, in slow orderly formation,
dragging their long tails of magnetic cable behind them,
streaming their paravanes to port and starboard, and rat-
t!/ing out sounds I ike a riveting machine from the trip~
hammer mechanism beneath their bows. Thus all kinds of
mines - magnetic, contact, and acoustic - are cut rronm
their moorings or detonated.

It is hard work, always nerve-shatteringly noisy, and
frequentiy hul t=-shatteringly dangerous.

¥ By ¥. Karig, R. L. Harris and F. A. Manson. (New York:
Rinehart, 1948), p. 294.
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Capturing Pelel iu and Angaur cost the United States about 1,950
killed or missing and 8,500 wounded, A Japanese force remained
on Babelthuap lsland unti! the war esnded, but it never fired on
the ships which used the largse anchorage in the Kossol Passage.

The U.S5.S. Perry (DMS-17) sank on September 13, 1944 (D-day mi-
nus 2} about 700 yards south of Angaur Island. (USMC map.)
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MS17/816-3 s ®.S.5. PERRY (DMS17)
Serial 03§;@5§;5 ' c/o Fleet Post Office,
B B3R Sen Frencisco, Calif.

2 PEBER A o ' September 23, 1%ik.
At PeerassiEp o

&

&
L uw @ om = BT

From: The Commending Officer.
To The Commender in Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Via: Commander Task Unit 32.9.4

Commander Task Group 32.9
Commender Task Group 32.5
Comnander Task Force 32

Commender Third Fleet

Commender in Chief, Pacific Fleet.

Subjsct: Action Report.

Reference: (e) PeeFlt Conf.ltr. 36 CL-42.
(b) Art 712 (2) (3) US Navry Regulations.

Enclosure: ‘jgg-ﬂull Boerd Report.
)} Photostat copy of Navigaticnel track.
) Copy of Casualty reports to SecNav,
ART I

1. On September 13, 1944, east longitude date Task
Unit 32.9.4 (Lieutenant J.E, BRENNAN, USNR, Commender Mine. Dive
ieion Five, USS SOUTHARD, Flegship) ccmposed of USS SCUTEARD
end USS PERRY was engaged in sweeping ereas #5 ad #6 (CTF 32
OP Plen #501-LL snnex B, Appendix #1) north sand east of Anguar
Island for enemy mines. At 1418, in column astern USS SOUTHED,
beving just completed a sweep om course 210°(T) and while man-
euvering to meke s final sweep, USS P@RRY struck a mine in
Latitude 06° 52¢ 237 N, Longitude 134° 08" 41% E,

2. A lerge hole was opened in the starboerd side
below the weterline, both firsrooms were flooded, and all pow-
er was lost et once, The ship toock en initiel 30 degree list
to port, which continued to incresase., Abandon ship wes ordered
&t about 1420. The ship riding to the sunken paravenes wes
drifting toward the south east coasst of enemy-bkeld Anguer Izs-
lend. Efforts to tow the ship to deep water were fruliless be-
cause of the presence of mines endangering nearby ships. The
ship capsized &t 1605, broke in two at the point of explcsion,
and sank at 1607 (Zone minus nine time).

3e The gurfece of the sga wes celm with sll ght
swells, Wind from epproximately 120° (T), force less than five
knots.
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.- M ER S 4 o ¥, IFIED
EMS17 1e e TU.S.S. PERRY (DMS17)
ai %_ G ISPE L September 23, 1944. |
**Subjects Action Report. Indt
PART II
le USS PERRY left Guadelcensl eree on September

6th and with other vessels of Task Group 32.2 (Commender W.R.
LOUD, USN, Commender Mine Squadron Two, USS HOVEY, Flegship),
and traveled t¢ the objectlve in company with Task Group 32.5
(Reer Admiral J.B., OLDENDORF, USN, Commender Cruiser Division
Four, USS LOUISVILLE, Flegship).

2e In accordance with CTG 32.5 OF Plan 1-i, Task
Group 32.9, composed of USS HOVEY, USS SOUTHZRD, USS HAMILTON,
USS PERRY, USS LONG, USS MONTGOMERY, USS FREBLE, was detached
- &%t 0340 to conduct sweeping operations in eccordence with Ane
nex “"BAKER"™ to CTF 32 QP Plen 501-~44.

3 Sweeping gear was streamed and operations com-
menced &s plenned; the initiel sweep Deing of arsas #3 end #4
(CTF 32 OP Plan 501-44, Annex B, Appendix #1) on base course
3250 (T}, ships deployed in 10 degrees echelon to sterboard,
Order of ships, USS HOVEY, USS SOUTHARD, USS HAMILTON, USS
PERRY, USS LONG., USS PREBLE end USS MONTGOMERY acting as mine
destruction and buoy planting vessels respectively.

ko Additiopel sweeps followed, with ships deploy- -
ed to port or starboard as directed,

S5e AL 0810 the unit, deployed to port, commenced
& sweep along the northeast edge of areas 3 and 4, on base
course 085°n%T). Almost immediately, the leading ships began
cutting mines adrift, Bobbing up in succession, they were clo-
se aboerd USS PERRY, about one hundred feet to port of the
ship's treck. Slx mines were observed from USS PERRY, and
lookouts aft reported thet two were swept by USS PERRY. At
about 0815 USS EAMILTON'S port float diseppesared, and thet
ship reporte& vie TBS that she apperently hed & mine fouled
ip her port persavans,

6. Expecting that the HAMILTON'S port gear was
now dragging astern, and in view of the immedlete denger that
the fouled mine might free itself and come to the surface dir-
eetly abeed, USS PERRY took station slightly outboerd of USS
HAMIITON. At 0820 an explosion occurred off the port guarter
of USS PERKY which resulted in the loss of the port perevane,
float, aend about twenty five feet of sweep wire, Apparently
the port peravane, hed swept, fouled, and ezploded a mine.

-2- -



U.S.S. PERRY ({IRS17)
September 23, 1944,

7e 0n orders from CTG 32.9, USS PERRY hauled clear
and streamed new gear using spare eguipment, and &t 1028 re-
sumed station with the unit meking final sweeps on areas #1,
#2, #3 and #i.

8. Upon completion of the day's operatlions, UsSS
FERRY With other ships of the unit joined T.U. 32.5.3 (Rear
Admirsl J.B. OLDENDORF, USN, Commander Cruiser Division Four,
USS LOUISVILLE, Flagship) foOrmation in the night retirement,

Ge Upon return to the area im the morning, CTG
32,9 with USS LONG, USS HOVEY, USS HAMILTON and USS MONTGOMERY
having gone to the Kossol Passage area in acocordance with in=-
structions, USS SOUTHARD, USS PZRRY and USS FREBLE were de-
tached &t 0500 to conduct scheduled sweeps 28 T.TU. 32.%.4
(Lieutenant J.E. BERENNAN, USNR, Commander Mine Division five,
USS SOUTHARD, Flagship). USS SOUTHARD and USS PERRY sweeping
and USS FREELE acting as mine destruction unit,

10. Sweeps of areas %5 end #6 were made on approz-
imete courses 325° %T), end 145° (T). At 0948 USS PERRY open=-
ed fire with main battery at a floating mine previously noted
floating well in toward the beach off Cape Ngariols ol Anguar
Islapd. Nineteen rounds of #37 50 Callber ammunition was ex-
pended at a remge of 1,000 to 1,500 yards. The mine was breck-
eted a number of times but not exploded. USS PREBELE later report-
ed destruction of this mine.

1l. The sweep of the assigned areas was made on
spproximete alternete courses 145°(T) and 325°(T) almost to
the 100 fathom curve, then the unit proceeding on various
courses swept the western portion of area #5 northwest of An-
guar Island, A close in sweep carrying to the 100 fathom cur-
vo was then commenced from the northwestern part of the 1ls-
land clockwise eround to the southern edge of area #6. A
turn s made outboard end & northward, themn & southwerd
sweep.# turn ewey from the island to course 030°(T) was sig-
nalled. The chart showing the ship's track weas badly oll st-
gined and nearly illegible. With much effort a tracing of the
track was transferred to a duplicate chart, end photostat
copies made, a copy of which is included as emclosure (4 to
this report. This chart shows very closely the peth followed
by USS PERRY durinz sweeping operations. USS SOUTHARD hed

-3-



T.3.S, PERRY (DMS17)
September 23, 1944,

commenced the turn, with USS PERRY in column astern. Just be-
fore USS FERRY reacksd the turning pcint, a8 sudden explosion

on the starboard side of USS FPERRY casused an immediste list to
Dort of avout 30 degress. All power was lost immediastely and al-
though an ettempt wes made to turn away from the island, the

drag of the sweep gear resulted in loss of steerage way almost
at once,

12, The ship did not recover from the imitial 1list
end the list slowly incremsed, A hole approximately sight feet
in diameter, with it's highest point at the water line hed been
blown in the starboard side, centered epproximately at frame
#72. Boiler #2 had exploded &nd starboard fuel oil tank #B-109
end 7#B=-107 ss=ted had been ruptured. The force of the explosion
had forced live steea and hot oil through ventilation fittings
and ruptured hatches, covering everything in vicinity of the
gelley, port end starboard main deck passeges through the super-
structure, and well deck, Both firercoms flooded at once, in-

dicating severe demage to the bulkhead between #1 and #2 firee
rooms.,

13, The port 1list might have resulted from the weight
of oil in the port side tanks, together with the unbalanced
welght of disarranzed machinery in the fireroom, but the steesdy
increase in the 1list indiceted further underwater damege to port
forwerd,

14, The fireroom hatches and escape hatches were
promptly checked, but in spite of all efforts, including a
séreh with lights through the escape hatch, no trace was ever

 found of the men on wetch in #1 fireroom. Injured persons were
reported as few and in the care of shipmates. With only ebout 12
inches of freeboard remaining to port, "Abandon Ship” was order-

ed by the Commanding Officer at about 1420.

15. USS PREBLE made en approech to port, trying to
shoot & line scross to USS FERRY'S forecastle, but TUSS FERRY
was swinging to the sunken paravanes, awey from the direction of
approach and the line fell shorts

16. USS FERRY'S starboard boat had been rigged in to
facilitete repairs to planking damaged when transferring perasv-
enes Ifrom USS SCUTCZARD the previous afternoon, end due to the
list could not be swung out. A jury rig might heve accomplished
this, but it wes felt desirable to retain all weights possible

-lyme
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LB/ 416~3 U.S.S. PERRY (IMS17)
@5321 03845 September 23, 1944,
P

Subject: Adction Report,

on the starboard side, The port boat was launched, but had shipp-
ed water in leunching, and the motor would not start. The boat
wes paddled and recovered a large number of personnel from the
water. Boats from USS PREBIR and leter from USS GUEST piched up

all persons from the water within twenty minutes of time they
left the ship.

17. ¥ith the aid of & boat from. USS PHEBLE, & mess-
enger line from USS PEESLE was brought eboard the fantail, With
the aid of two men from the USS PREBLE boat, the line was heaved
in. USS PREBLE paid out a 6 inch menila followed by & wire cabtle,
but was slowly meneuvering to avold mines sighted underwater. The
party aboard was unable to heave the menila line aboard, after
getting in epproximately three fourths of the messenger. The 2
inch messenger line was secured, the paravanes were not cut a-
drift and the party cansisting of The Commanding Officer, Lieut-
enant J.A. STEWARD, USNR, Executive Officer, Lieutenant fjg) 7.
TICUSAN, Jr, USNR, Communication Officer, Ensign M.J. CAVANAUGH,
Jr., USNR, Engineer Officer, Ensign C.N. STEPHENSON, TSN, Ass't
Engineer Officer, esnd R.A. HENDERSON, FCle, USNR, plus the two
men from USS PREELE, were ordered forward to await the success
of USS FREBLE'S manuevers.

18. The bridge and wardroom was searched for remain-
ing confidentiel meterial and all found were bundled up and
taken to the forecestle, The chart, service records, pay accounts
and most of the confidentiml material had elready been remcved,
Hemlth reccrds in sick bay on the second pletform deck forward
were not obtained because of the precarious sltuation of the
ship.

19 At & time between 1500 and 1515, the ship wes
down by the head end the mein deck at the well deck wes ewash
on the port side; it wes felt thet the ship was on the verge of
capsizing, end &ll remeining personnel were ordered off. A bpoat

frop the USS GUEST picked up the party, ineluding the Commanding
O0fficer, from the weter and took them to USS GUEST.

2C. Tt wes leter leerned thaet shortly afterward a
party from USS PEZELE in cherge of Ensign TEOMPSON, TUSS PREBLE
end ineluding FOUCAULT, L.P., 201-54-10, CEM, USN, USS PERRY
came aboard, cast off the line to USS PREBIE and attempted to
drop the ship's enchor to prevent her drifting onto the beach.



.ﬂyﬁi%f%§§;§ U.S.5. PERRY (TWS17)
§$§§§1£038-45 September 23, 19Li.
a% 4

BN

Subject: Action Report,

This proved impracticable because of the lack of power and the
heavy list of the ship, '

2le. The party then ripped out and dropped the sound
gear over the side, fired 45 caliber slugs into all radar gear,
removed the SC-I receiver unit and put it in the boat, later
trensferred to USS GUEST. As the list became very heavy, the
party wes forced to leave the ship which capsized at 1605 and
sank at 1607 in 40 fathoms of water in Latitude 06° 52' L5" K.
Longitude 134° 08' Lo" E,

PART ITT

1, Beceuse of complete loss of power, damage control
efforts were greetly hampered. No use was made of handy-billy
pumps for reesons given in Part IV.

PART IV

1. 4 copy of the hull board report to the Commend-
ing Officer is included as enclosure {A) to this report.

2e The lmmediete and increesing list to port in-
dicated extensive demage to stowage spaces on the port side for-
werd. A diserrangement of machinery in the demaged speces would
heve caused a list but equilibriumwould have been reeched. Re-
ports indiceted no water or leskage on the second pletform desck.
Since the ship continued to swing toward the besch of Angusr Ise-
lend less then 1,000 yerds distent, which islend wes not sched~
uled to be essualied until D Plus 1 day {three deys later) all
efforts were made to tow the ship out to deeper water whers
pumns and facilitles of e laerge ship would be eveilable and
where deep water would provide security if the ship did sink.

3. 4L line was pessed to the fanteil from USS PRE-
BLE, but due to maneuvering because of mines sighted close a-

board, USS PREBLE subsequently had to let go the line. USS
GUEST after narrowly missing a mine, hed been ordered to stay
outeside 200 fethom curve.

PART ¥
1. In the opinion of the Commending Officer USS
B



U.S5.5. PERRY (IMS17)
September 23, 1944.

__._-_-—-_--_---___-.n..._-_-___.__-

FERRY, Lieutenant Commander RATDRIDGE, USN, Commending Officer,
USS PREBELE exhibited extreordinsry skill in bringing his ship

in close to the scene of the casualty in an endeavor to get e
line aboard USS PERRY. Because USS FERRY was swinging awsy, the
gun line would not carry, but later a boat from USS PREBLE cer-
ried the line across, His ections brought USS PREBLE'S boets

to the scene much sooner than would have been otherwise possible,
By his careful and skillful ship hendling in en area known to be
rined, he avolded demege to his own vessel while rendering the

meximum possible assistance, undoubtedly preventing additiornal
loss of life,

PART VI

1, The performence of personnel abosrd USS PERRY
was in sccordence with the highest Navy traditions. Panic wes
not at all in evidence, Through the prompt efforts of the re-
sponsible persomnnel, service records, pay asccounts, ship's ser-

vice funds, registered publications and navigation records were
recovered.

2e All injured people were promptly end efficient-
ly teken in charge by shipmates and given all possible assist-
ence., These efforts, whico prevented injury or lcss of life be-
yond those resulting frem the originel explosion, are imposs-
ible to commend individually in that they were so generally the
effort of ell hends,

3. Enclosure (C) is forwarded herewith.
W e

W. N. LINDSAL )
BT

[N}

Copies to:

ComServyEon SIX.






D¥S17/F15 ’ : U.3.3. PERRY (DMS17)
‘o/o ' Flaet Post Office
San Frencisco; Callf,
September 18, 1GLL,

Froni The Bull Bosrd, U.3.3. PERRY (m4517).
To ¢ Tne Commanding Officer, G.5.5. PERRY (DM317),
Sub ject: Structuzl damage sunstained by U.8.8. PERRY from

gtrikinz a Japanese mine while engerged in mine-
gvoeplnr opsraticns of? Anpguar Islsnd, Pslau
lzlends = preliminery report of/

1. IS roport 4s not intsnded to be a compléts
gumrary of thes structual damege suffsred by the U.5.8. FERRY
g3 1t 1a bused on the observation of aonly a part of the sur-
TiTOTS,

2e 8-101 - Forward Fireroom.

() It i3 believed thnt the nine atruck the ahip on
the starboard side scmewhere between the turnm of the hilge and
the keel, mpproximately on a line with the forwerd edge of 2
boiler. A vloleat explosion ocsured which 1ifted the ship bode
ily ocutv of the water,

(b) Boller £2 and the mein steam lines were ruptured
spitting greaet volumes of steam from the stagks, blower trunka
ard all the firsroom hatches which vwere blown open by the explosion.
A lerge quanity of fusl oill was also blown out through the trunka
and blowers, covering the port and starboard passageways and
tke well deck, »

(e} A hols wasg blown in the starboard s{ds of tha ship
opposite the forward eigs of # boiler. This hols was approxi-
mately six to elght feet wide and extended from sliphtly above
ths kesl to about three or four feet above the water line, The
gids plates were curlad up from the hole for approximatsly tw
or three feet Indlcating that a part of the force of the ex~
ploslon was directed outward in that arem,

(d) Boiler 72 wes moved on its foundetlion,and mogt of
the moobinery and piping in this compartment was damaged. So far
as can be ascertained, no damags was sustained on the port sids
of the shi%.

e) This firercom flooded immedimtely %o appeximately
the lsvel of ihe ateenm Arum causing the ship to lldat about 20
to port. This list slowly increased until the main deck edge
vag avash when the ghip went down.

3e . B-102 - After Fireroon.

{2) The bulkhead between the firerpams was ruptured
and thig fireroom flooded to the same level as #1 fireroonm.
Heter may also have entsred from the opening 1n the hull 4f
1t extended back this far. There is doudbt among observersg how
far art the Yent oriendsd. Aa was alap the cesa in #Fl firercom



ell the hateh covers wers blown off, Steam
Steem &nd oll wers a2lso blown out the' blower trunks,
Tre main deck above both firsrcoms was bulged,
especlally =0 in the drum room, Although 1t 1s not
known for certaln at this time, the gallay deck was
believed to have ruptured and steam from the boilers
%o heve escaped through this opening.

Le C=102 = Foreard Engineroon,
() Toe only cagunlty here was & nusber of small water
leeks from the after fireronm,

5¢ C=103 = After Englinsronn. ,
(&) No known damegs. From the after engineroom all the
vay art the only known Gasualty was a break in the st-
cel lline to tue steering cngine.

6« The cofferdsn (A=~118) held up setisfactorily, althouch
there wore 4 nunter of small leaks, A amall cuanity of water
and oll wers bdresent on the halfedeck 2nd in the wardroom,
“ne Mles and desk in the Chief Znginser's room were blown
fron the bulkhead to which they had been holted, The maghe
zines, storerooms, CPO guatters and sound room were not en=
tered, but they,and the rest of tte ship forward are hslieved
to hzve bsen urdemaged,

Te Togside damgge wag noticed as follows:

{(a) The starboard bulwark on the galley deck house ae
round #1 20mm gund wes hlown outward and beck.

{b) The lrdder on #1 steeck to the whistle and airen
was blown to the vell decke.

ad(C) Toe steam line to the whistle and siren wag coll-

ape |
1¢) The copyers 1n the galiey were blown off thelr
surports, and stceam lines to them ruptured,

8, The ship Iicted to port until the main dsck edgs was
ewash. Shortly thersafter ahe turned over to port and be-
gan to gink by the bow, She then b¥Pke in two at the fore
vard fireroca and hoth soctions sank, As the ghip turned
over observers saw that there wam e long rent on the share
Soerd side nsar the keel extending from the hole in the
forverd firerocm to approzimately #L gun on the forecastle.
The slds plates were curled outwerd from this rent.

Nogpectfulily subnittied,
Ideutennnt J. L. STEVARD, Berior lember,
Lieut, {jz) Hs Te EMERSOH J2,
Epsipgn M. Jo CAYINAUGE Jr,

Hull Board, U.S,5. PERRY (DMS17).



FILE
FCl-1/A16~3

Serial 0L0

COMMANDER BATTLESHIP DIVISION TWO
c/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California.

ol 1, January 1945

ORSEMENT to

PERRY (DMS17) 1tr.

DMS17/A16~3, Se

r. 03B8-,5

aof 23 September 194).

From:

To :
Via :

Subjectt

1.
entirely due to
officer in ende

Commander Battleship Squadron ONE
(Commarder Task Group 32.5).
Cormarder in Chief, United States Fleet.
(1) Cormarder Amphibious Group FIVE, Pacific Fleet
(Commarder Task Force 32).
(2) Comander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

U.3.5. PERRY (DMS17) - Action Report.
It is considered that the loss of the U.5.3, PERRY was

enemy actiorn; that the actions tzken by the commard ing
avoring to salvage were correct but owing to the location

of the demaged PERRY in a minefield, were doomed to fdlure; that the

conduct of the
traditions of t
or men for her

2.
ta.keno

Copy to:

officers and crew were in accordance with the best
he Naval Service and that no blame attaches to any officer
loss.

It is therefore recommended that no further action be

“~r__J. B. OLDEIDORF.

CO PERRY.












UNITED STATES SHIP_prRRY (BMS17) Vednesday 13 Septembar 1944
ary) (Duia) (Macab) ’

Zone description -9
Position 0800 >
Tat, 06=36 N =
Long. 13408 £ —
00 - 04

Steaming in compsny course 080 T and (pgc) and 177 (psc)

8t speed of 15 knots, acting as unit of anti-submarine screen, in station #5
(6060). Boilers #1 and #2 in use. Ship darkened and in condition or readfness
3. Materiel condition Baker set -S. IDAHD; 0.T.C. in U.s.8.
LOUISVILLE. 0000 CTG 32.9 in vU,.8.58. HOVEY, with U.3.5. LONG, U.s.sS. IIAMIZTON
U.S.3. MONTGOMEHY released from screening duties proceeded to carry out miné-

Eweeplng exercises. Av. Stean 250; Ar;%gfﬂg}77 —
. c.‘ﬁmc%

Lieutenant, USNR.

0L - DB Steamlng as before.
OLL) Changed speed to 10 knots. 0500 Relemsed from Screening duties, left

with U.S5.5., SOUTHARD and U.S.5. POHEBLE to carry out minesweeping operations.
Proceeded on yarious courses snd et various speeds to point "X-Ray", ComMinDiv 5
0.T.C. in U.S.8. 3OUTHAKD. 0540 CLanged speed to 7 knots, stesdied on course

160 T and (pge} and 157 {psc).. Commenced streaming S-type aimesweeping gear and
8coustic minesweeping geer. 0544 Chenged course o 325 T and (pgc) and 32, (pse).
0608 Completed Streaming minesweeping geer and acoustic minesweeping £eRE. Set
Condition II and Material condition Arfirm. Q611 Executed echelon formation 200
on port guarter. Guide in U.S.S. SOUTHARD, 0633 Che ged coufse to 328 T and {ped
AND 327 (psc). Changed speed to L knots. 0659 Changed course to 355 T and (pgc)
and 357 (psc). Formed column astern of U.5.8. SOUTHARD. 0706 Changed cairse to
145 T end (pgc) and 147 (psc). Changed goy 130 T apd (pgc) and 127 {psc).
Av. Steam 250; Av. RPN 1lls,

- ¢ -TI".,
oftenant (jg), USMR.

08 ~ 12 Posit: 06-56 ¥N; 1l34-08 E.
Steaming as before. 0B00 Mustersd Crew on station, no absentees. Made deily
inspections of magezines and smokeless pwwder samples, condlitions porme], 0800
Chenged course to 330 T and (pge) and 329 (pse). 0824 Erxecuted echelon format-
lon 200 on starboard quarter. O0BL5 Sighted floating mine off Cope Ngeriols.
0900 Chenged course to 350 T and (pge) and 349 (psc), executed formation oz
line of bearing astern. 0906 Chenged course to 148 T and (pge) end 145 (pse),
executed echelon formation 20° on starboard quarter. 0920 .Sounded General
Quarters. 0948 Commenced firing at floating mine. 0949 Ceased firing, heving
éxpended 19 rounds of 3750 cal. ammunitioc. No cesualities. 0952 Changed courss
to 128 T and (pge) and 125 {psc), executed column .formation astern. 0959 Changed
course to 330 T and (pge) and 329 {psc.l048 Chenged course to 238 T end (pgc)
and 235 (psc). 1056 Executed echelon rormation 209 on starboard quartsr, 1110
Changed course to 255 T and (pge) and 254 (pse). 1115 Chunged course to 060 T
end {(pge) ond 057 (pse). 1136 Executed echelon formation 20° on starhoard yuar-
ter, ffho Changed course to O4LO T apd {pee) & 03A (me). 1146 Chenged course
to 240 T and (pnc) end 238 (psc). AV+ Ste i &¥3 RPM 165.

J. TICYSaN Jr.
Lieutenant [}

, USNR,

12 - 16 Posit- 06-56 N; 134L-07 E.
Steaing as before. 1200 Executed formation echelon 20° gon starbeard guar-
ter, 1215 Changed course to 260 T and {pge) dnd 257 (pse}. Ll218 Changed course
to 285 T und (pge) und 286 {psc). Fermed coluan astern of U.S.8. SOUTHARD. 1223
Changed cougpse to 080 T and (pgc)} and 077 (psc}. Executed echelon formetion 20

Approved;

/ Examined: L~ / -
e TR \/7 gg;b?-w?é
V. H(/L NDSAY—Tr. /f?;uLeuant, USNR. foKIS KWARD, LieuTénnnt, USNR.

2. 7.






UNITED STATES SHIPPERRY (pisS17) Wednes September . 19 4u
4 —————1

(Dayy (Duaa) (Magta)
Zone deseription =4

Position 0800 1200 2000 —]
Lat, 06-04 N T
Tong, 13L-08 F, I ]

——-—-——_.

KRR T YO AT I ELTRRNT
TRy

on starboard quarter. 1250 Changed course to 135 T apa {pgc) and 134 {pse}. 1254
Changed course to 210 v and (pgc) =and 208 (pac}. 1307 Changed Course, to 145
and (pge) and 144 {psx); executed column formation astern, 1316 Changed course
to 328 v ard (pgc) and 327 (psc). 1326 Changed course to 335 T and {pge) and
333 (psc), executed echelon formation 20°¢ op starboard quarter. 1330 Changead
course to 010 ¥ and {pge) and 008 (psc) by ship's Qovement. 1332 Changed

course to 300 T and (pgc) and 299 (Esc). Yook station 290° relative to U.3.8.
SOUTEARD. 1344 Changed course to 210 T and (pge)} and 209 (psc}, formed column
astern of U.S.5. SOUIHAMD. 1352 Changed course tp 180 v ang (Pge) and 179 (pse),
Toog station 200° relative to U.S.S. SOUTHARD. 1355 Changed course to 210 and
{psc) and 209 (psc). 1400 Secured from General wuarters, set conditiop I, mate
erial condition AFFlmmM, 1407 Changed course to 230 LTend (pge) ena 228 {psc),
exetuted column formation astern, 1411 Changed course to 255 v apd {pgc) and
253 (psc). lilL Formation changed course to 030 and (pge) and 029 {psc), 1418
Latitude 069-52f.23" N; Longitude 134°-08'-41% 1 70 fathoms of wnter & vioclent
explosion occured starboard sids amidships. Lost all steam to Deln engines and
both firercoms floodod. <hip took 30°1ist to Port increasing slowly. 15,20
Commanding Ufiicer ordered abanden ship. About 1425 boats from U.5.5. PREBLE
and U.S.5. GUEST commenced rewovering survivors fropm the water, U,3,3, PREELE
close aboard to port aitempted to shoot a. lineg acrossg forecastle. Lins fell
short. <ship drifting slowly northwestward toward teacsh. About 1438 dHoat froz
U.5.5. GUESY PASSED & line from U.3.3. PREELE to Tantail. Line hesved in andg
secured, Vemth charges set on safe. 3hip listing .50 o port. 15151 last
persoonel and Commending Officer left 8hip in boat from U.5.3. GUEST. 1525
Ensign THOMPSOR or U.S.3, PREBLE and FOUCAULT, Leon Phillip, CEM, UXN, volun-
teered to board the U.3.5. PERRY. 1600 Party left ship having destroyed both
dCl and 3F1 Men equipment, radar gear, SCR eyuipment, and Jouna geur, 1605

snlp sank, breakkng in two at point of damage. Latitude 060=521-4 57 ; Longi—~
tude 134,0-0B'-40" East in 40 fathoms of water 700 yards ors Southenst tip

of Anguar Island, Palau Uroup. (

1 \'-
/75 ’
J. CUSAN T
Li'eutenant ( gj, U3SNR.

ZZ%i;?ni% z;:aézcj;éi Eh&mkmd:c} 7 gfzngrébuﬁgv
W I rTNuxastw’mennnn AN AATEE IO 14 etanant UNE,

Commanding Oficer. / / Nenpater,







FROM;

PERS~53211-HEB-m
16 JANUARY 1945

CO USS PERRY (DMS17) (PACTFIC)

ACTION: BUPERS

DATE:

4 NOVEMBER 1944

THE TOLLOWING MEN WERE KILLED BY EXPLOSION OF ENEMY
MINE ON 13 SEPTEMBER 1944 AT 1418, THESE MEN WERE

ON BOARD THE USS PERRY, WHICH WAS SWEEPING FOR ENEMY
MINES OFF THE SOUTHEAST COAST OF ANGUAR ISLAND, PATAU
GaOUP, CAROLINE ISLANDS, WHEN THEY STRUCK AN ENEIV.TY
MINE. WHICH EXPLODED UN'DER #1 FIRE ROOM WEHERE THESE
MEN WLRE. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE FIVE MEN WERE
INSTANTLY KILLED BY THE FORCE OF THE EXPLOSION. ALL
MEANS OF ACCESS TO THE SPACE WERE CHECKED. STEAM AND
RISING WATER MADE ESCAFE IMPOSSIBLE. LACT MAN
ABANDONED SHIP AT 1355 AND SHIP SUNE AT 1605.

IN THE OPINIQN OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER, ALL FIVE
MEN WERE INSTANTLY KILLED, AND THEIR BODIES LIE WITE
THE SHIP. IF DIVERS ATTELPT TO REACH SHIP THEY
SHOULD BE INETRUCTED 'O SEARCH ¥OR THE BODIES OF
THESE HMEN AS IT IS FELT ZHAT THEY WILL BE FOUND
ALOARD,

BRAND, Joseph James WTl/c 223=-61-97 USN
SCHIEBER, Arthur Willism Fl/¢ 870-11-90 TSNR
JOPLIN, Ottice Canon Fl/c¢ 828-71-92 USNR
EDGELL, Henry Clark Fl/c  755-90-53 USNR
WERSEBE, Den Jesse WT2/c 624-85=06 USNR

REFER LOG # 15425-~X=5

LOG 3 19159-N=-5






The light minelayer U.5.5. Preble (DM-20) (LCdr. Elward F. Baldridge)} was operating with the Perrv when that
vessel struck a mine on 13 September I944. Just saven minutes after the explosion the Prebile's motor whale-
boat began recovering survivors. Whaleboats from other destroyers joined in the rescus effort, so that ail
of the Perry'!s survivors were rescusd within twanty minutes of when they abandoned ship. Ninety-six survi-
vors were taken aboard the Preble. LCdr. Baldridge was awarded the Bronze Star for his rascus operation and
for his vallant attempt to tow the Perry clear of the minefieid. fU.S. Naval Institute Collection)







ACTION REPORT

USS PREBLE DM 20

SERIAL 0100 5 OCTCBER 1944

USS PREBLE,REPORT OF RESCUE OF SURVIVORS AND
ATTEMPTED SALVAGE OF USS PERRY (DMS 17), 13 SEP-
TEMBER 1944.

COVERS ACTION WHILE OPERATING IN T
UNIT 32.9 FOR LANDINGS ON ANGAUR &
PALAU ISLANDS.

ASK
PELEL U,

90594

OV N 22y mrnmrsn PR 3 AERER A e

TYNIDTHO |



e



1,000 yards,

copditinspg Ar
sourse 215° 7
vislbllity unliwmited,

DECLASRFIED - OPNAV INST 500,20
BY st TE & yi

The
Cozzenigrelin-~
(1) ¢
12} Comzarnder
3} Commender
{4) Commmnder
{(5) Commander
{6) Commancer
(7) Commsrder
%g} Commander

U5 FREELS report of rescue ¢f survivers
end sitecpted smlvapge of Uil [ERST

o/c Tieet Fost 0ffice

zan Transiseoo, Califcraia

S Cotober 1944,

Cozmamnd {ng Cffiger.USS PREBLE
Ciler, U.3, Flpet,

czumender ¥ine Divialon FIve (CuT.GC.
¥lne Gquedror 720 (C
kine Sggadron THE.
Battleship Divission Tog (o,
Cruleer Divisicon T (C.T

Tesk Foroe 32.
Task Feree 11,
TEIRD 2lcet,

Coamander-in-Chier, Pacific Fleet,

13 Zertemter 1544,

32,904]),

“T0. 32,9},

T-Go 32.12} .

+Go 32,570,

(D217},

(8} 0.2, Xavy Regulztions, 133C, Art., 712{b).

(4) Yezorerfun from Znsign Jamse 1. THC
(E) Chlef Fhermscispts kats

At appreoxisatel
the US3 TLERY {DES17) while
the southeast coast Angmcr I
zine 224 subsequently sank.

mexzters of the FLRRY crew

‘he UZS FEEZLE as
buppert Group, Zeer Admirsl J.B. CLOIEDCRT
vruleer Sivisicn 4, TS LOUIST
iz cempany, arriving dewn 12
became 8 part of Tasx Group 32
‘»ff.ﬂ. I—(ED’ U.S-'g.. cma.ﬂder E
tnd operated as zine

equlpped with 25 kark
septecber 1944, FRLILY folnzd ¥inegweep
of Uld S(UTHEATRD (2E310) (2.T.U.
el THCUPSOK, U,2,K.), T
+RORTY wes zmined ti: Zoras
SCUTZAED leading, {with port
SPEEG. 1‘ l:notao
o set, iln pcsliticn aste
-ea calz, wind fcroe

Ee

ILLZ, Flagshl

12,54 = Coakiniiy
S35 FiBREY end USS FREEBLE.
tion wes in sterboard eohelon formaticn,

Ers(w, ver,
repert ¢f easuslties, -

Yy 1420 ITEE, on 13 September, 164/
egazed 1z minesweeping orermtions off
sland of the Falan arocup, struck e
The Tz PREEBLE (DK20) rescned 96

end sttempted to salvape the skip,

yert of Taak Group 12,5 (Tire
TuBale, Cormender

p) proceeded to ralay

At thls time FEERLZ
.5 (Fast ¥insgweeping Group, GCommander
ipe Equadron 2, USS ROVIY
dispceszl and Dan Buoy layinz ahip,
VI drill mirpes for til= purpose,

» Flagakhip)

belinz
to 123

Urit 1 Baker, ccneisting
5, Lisut-lozdr, ,
At the tixe U=s

and startoard gear streamed), distange

TEEDLY weg a2t general Quarters, >sterisl
rn of PEERY.
2 frem 5,3.%., mo awell,

ale

LApproximate



Du20/A16=3 '

4§~ o/0 Floet Fost Cfflce

serial (0104 Sen Trancisce, Cslifcrnis
S Cetober 194k,

Subjeet: Tss FRECLE (Du20) report cf rescue of survivors
sed sttempted salvange of U2S PERNEY {E817),
13 Zsptember 194h.

————0-——--—---——---------------O-

A% 1130 A,T 0. 32.9.4 informed C.T.G, 32,12 in TERNEGEEE

{AngalY Tire Bupport Srcup o reting in near violnity, Hear
Admiral B.F. RIRGHAR, E.E.H.Taby T35, thet ane more minesweeping
pase wes DEcessary before .0e 12,12 oculd olese Angeur. C.T.0.
32.12 wes edvised to keep clear cl the 100 fzthom ourve,
Ipmsdistely after thls trenamissicn the FERAY was minsd, BPDICE-
imetely in Lstltude 069-53'-20" R, Longltude 135%=-00'<34" L, or
about 750 vards from the beash, &he apncered to Lirt todlly
ceversl feet and then toke m 10 - 12° 1ist to port, the edmidekips
secticn belng enveloped in a cloud of white smeke wnd sSteen.

de The U~% IRXLLE wes ripgsd for towlng esnd o =]
towed. A tontative "3urvivcre Foseue Bill® had been érawn Uup
previcesly eod all erew members {netructed in it, Im addltion,
practice 4rills hed teen ocpducted during gensrel guarters in
carrying cut its provisicos. This Blll was vaged on cne developsd
py U328 TEERY (3D513), doring the Solomons csmpslgn. 4 sell in-
$1gtetle rubbsr life raft had bveen cbtalned tor use with this
3111 to be thrown to survivors in ike water, Upon Beelng the
TEEAY strike the =ine ths FREELE wes rendy, materially and
psycbzlogliearlly, %o zo to her ald, end 414 so, cleslig et 15 knois,

Le In eveloeting the situatisn, the Commanding Cfficer
felt thet he had two slternatives; 1) lsy :RSELE alengside FRREY,
paye fzct end Low her plear, rendering ascistance meanwhile, or
2) stey cleor nnd =end toat t0 resens. survivors and then sttempi
splvere.  Sisoe thiz olecs ship is provided with but oo motor
whalebost, it wss ocnsidersd thet the time neccssary to scecaplish
bots cbjectives by the ssocnd alterretive would be ezcesslve and
probabtly rzsult in the losa of both ths pkly and conslderable
survivors, =now erpeering in the wmatser to starboard of TERKY,
Esving fetermzined to lay alengside it ooly remained’ 1o deglde
whioh zide, &£ince FEENY was listing te :ort, the sterbezrd =lde
geensd favorutle, however the puzercue personnsl spd rafia to
sterbonrd plum the knowledge tbo% the Femalndsr of the xins fleld
would be to startcerd and that efter coming elongelds, the ships
pould likely &rift intoc the field and toward the enesy beach, the
aholoe ¢f her port zide seemed the logical cne. T.sn too, the
Egtar 1o this 8{ds had beon swept by the starboard sweep gear (34
QUULE}'J‘ .
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Subjeet: USS PREBLE (320} report of rescus of
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{T¥S17), 13 Zeptember 1944,
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Se Upen approaching within 100 yards her port quartar,
sone trepidnticon was felt should PERRY capsize on FPREELE while
mlongisde  All erngzines were storped and & close exanmineticn mads
trhrough gipcses, it this time the self inflatable rubber raft
wog throws over to some zurvivers who had swus cut Sowerd FHEDLE,
Zxacinaticn revenled that the IZREY's port zotor whelebost was

irg lowered, filled with =men, srd atout 10 - 15 more irn the
weter clcse aborrd the ship., Sines to lay elongmides would zeesn
certain drzath to those {n the water and In the boat, thzt pary
ef the plan wea discerded. FREILE veared to port end ranzed |
elonzaide about 50 yards distant., It was seen that thers wit:
one or two offlicers cn PRHEY's bridrce who were helled =xnd tcld
thet if FEREY was {n no lmmedists danger of sioking or gepalzing,
TREDLYT weuld ocome alongside end tow her clear. ¥emnwhile FRIEII's
beat hed been resdied for lowering. Tord wms rcoelved ic save
tho men in the waier firgt gc FEETLE'E boet was luwersd with
ipstrgeticns to plok up the injursd =rd tow the rafis tack Yo the
ship, Créers were clven to stand by to 4$ow PERAY, Three FRINIZ
life rafts wera Aropped te assist cmen in the water., It rzg rlanned
tc co aohezd slowly, rasa over the tcwing hawser I'Yem FEEELZ'e
stern to YEREREY's bow 2nd then teow her olacsr through ihe swept
peter cf SCUTHARD, 4t this time ipstruetions were regeived Ly
785 from C.T.U, 32,9.4 for TREELE %o render =1l possible essistance
to FLRKY but not to pet inside the 100 fathom eurve, A gulok
ghesk on the fatkometer shewed yHEELE alrsedy in 50 fathoms,
Reyly wes made ihet PEEDLE wes oomkplying, thet ahs was alreedy
within the 100 fathcam ocurve, and that she wag golag to tow FiREY
clear, Orders to ths gentrary wers not rsosived o placs to tow
proeseded. {n rescaing » favor:ble poaitiocn s linme throwing gun
ves gsed tut dlsappolntingly fell a few yards forwerd of PEREY's
bow., Befcre anothar shot could bs fired the Sxecutive CIficer
DSS FREZLE, stending on the starbomrd wing of tke bridge, sizhted
a moorsd mine about twe fathoms beneath the surface not mere than
20 faet 7from the ship and adresst Ko. 1 gun acunt, The msighting
of this mins was quiekly confirmed by the Commanding CGfflcer, Zven
the horns were plainly vigible in the clear water, As PREITLI was
in imminent danzer of astriking this mine hersalf, all encines were
praked rull and a position apgain taken up abresst PZRIY, Crders
wers then lasuod %o trensfer the towing hawssr to FRELLE'S fore-
castle and puss Lt ¢0 PERRY over the bow and TEIEKY wes so0 inforzsd,

-3
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13 Septcaber 1944,

keneuvzrs were ccomenced to twist FPHESBLE in plaoes in order %o

get the bows closer to fecilitate pmssing the bawser, Meanwhile
Pi¥uI's bost became waterborns but gpparently wes dazzged and
oculd not be sterted, OSurvivors ocmmenned eoming over TREELE'g

8 de end PEERY commensed drifting toward the beach, Then prep-
ereticns were sufficlently esaplete, end with about a 60° sngle
between the e£hips, FHELLI erpromched apd heeving lines were thrown,
bewever, the wird bad freshened end TZREY'S bow fell off end the
linea falled to recgseh., Preparations wers made to fire the lins
throwing gtn uselp, a new certridee end line having beon obisine?,
when it weg declded to zske a further affort te get ¢loser, since
by now UZERY wee by observetion abatdcnod exeept for stocut four
oifficers end one or two enligted men on the fcrecastle, It w3
recllzed thet ikis werld bo insuffialent cmnpower to baul cn teerd
any very creal lengih of hnwaer. By telsting PREBLE mgain and by
the masiztence of & Loat from USS GUEST the ReBSencer wae ressad
and mxade Tast to the fentail bitts on PERNY threougzh the stern
ghooikz. Iy now SREY had swung through sbout 120° end was headed
btows cn for the beach, and 20 fathoms now resording under IRIRLI,
It btecene epperent that both shirs wers in peril of =triking
further zines @8 neither wesre lozger in swerpt water,

6. Doring the pericd ccnmumed by these cperzticns,
C.7,G. 32,12 directed US3 GUZET to close the soens and render
assiztencs, which she 4id, sending her twc bozts whioh were of
loveluetle nssistence, SUZST tricd to remain alear of the Ttield,
but it 13 the cpinlon ¢f this Commandimg Cfficer thst the ?{s14d
was lald dlagezal Yo ihe coast, i,e., slong the ccmtour cf the
50 ratkoam curve, and GUEST hed mines to the mouth of ber, i.a.,
cn her quarier, as yREZLE sishted one there later when basking
elear, GUIST's bouts towed several 1ife r=fts and (ERDY's dlge
abled moter wheleboat to our port side while FREELE boat delivered
goze elong the startoerd zide., A5 each bdost delivered survivers
11 wos sent cut in search of more, including the SCUTHARD boat,
which had by now deliversd s Medionl $f7iocer, Fharmmoisis Y¥pte,
and edditional modlical eupplies,
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Thia was greatly epprecisted since FRIELEZ has no Yedlcal 0fficer,
%Thile injured end ncne-izjured survivers came over the side, the
ghip was &mmobllized and drifting so request wes mede by FPRERLE

to ©,T.G. 32.12 for mcre bosts 50 that =en eculd be teken cut of
tbe weter and the IEEFLI, now tows on to tke beach, kaok clesr,

23 ZATTEBURHEE, 1t 1s believed, dlosed for this purpose, however,
the two GUIST boetB now tock the remaining survivors to GUZIST
and st 1530 PRIELE commenced bmoking slowly olear on one ensire
paying out eventually a totel of 200 fatho=s tow line ccmipcsed

¢? I linch manila neesenger, 8 I1nch perila hawser, and 20 fathoms
enchcr chain, All bends wore direoted to keep a sharp lookcut

for =minca, Aloost imzedintely one was reported te port ab-eest

the galley deck house, visumlly eccnflirzed by the Commending Grficer
es & noored torned iype, about two Ffathoms under the surfece and
cnly 10 ~ 15 feet from the ship. Since we wors deocking slowly
anyway no specfl mansuvers were undertsken excspt to speed up

the starboard engine, Upon olearing this mine ancther was siphted
closs aboerd to starbcard similar %o the one Juzt mentioned. This
mine was also gvelded Ly use of engines and twisting the ship carge
fully, and agaln EKEELE oomzmenced slowly backing ofisar, About this
time the forecastle rerorted tho messenger had parted &t the bitts
on YEREY fantail withont taking strain thers having been insurficlent
perscnnel cn board FEERY to heave in tbs tow lins. ©lnoe TREILE's
boat was busy during this tims pleking up survivers it was impossible

teo send over a line hendling party. Shortly thersafier the remmin-

irg cfficers and men on board PEERY were removed by a GUEST boat,
The Tact thut the tow line had perted wes conmuniocated vim TBS to
CoeTelUy 32.9.4 &nd rEZBLY requestsd 1f it was desired for her to
retura and reccmmence the towing cperation, A negative eply wus
recalved, A mins sas asighted off our port quarter when we asd
bagked atreast of GUEST a few seoconds later and the ship stopped
and Iny %o heaving in the towing hawger by anobor wiodlase., During
thia pericd *REBLE cculd neither back ncr go shemd {due to tow lins
over bow) end drifted down on GUEST, who finally managed tc get
her sQrvivers on board and olear, wlth a few yards %o spars. Some
gonsern wan felt sbout the tow line fruling the mines while heaving
it in, but miraeulously none 4di4,
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T 4t 1550 orders were received by TEE frem C.T.C.
32,12 &5 to the dispeositicn of zurvivers epd ot 1705 TRETIE
trangferred the ten xoet serlously injored to TRNGESSEE by bems,
£% 1720 TREEILY went clonrssife CLEVELARD und trensferred 76 nmen
ené reccived a moderats emcont of weloore rresh frult mmé lce
crear ‘roz the lerger ship. AL 1733 ocleared CLEVELARD end
trepsferred Yy RATERULT ot ten gurvivers to YIEREATCLIS.

Sea cnclosure {4) for detellr of injuries. The ezact number cf
eervivers rescued by CUZST ls unkoown to thls eormand, however
it i3 pvelleved to be in the nelighborkcod of 5%,

8. The Comranding Cffiper desires %o zmiks special
penticn of YITIZR, Fleyd ¥Willism, B2¢, V6, TSKE, stiaocded o
this ship, end Znslen James L, TECEISCR, U.S, Navy, scervizg en
boe>d this ship under temporary duty, ir ccnnecticn with Hydro-
grarphic survey work for this operation,

in response to a TES msssage frzm C,T.7. 32.9,4.
after TREELE oleared, direeting thet the remsining persconnel oo
vorrd IEENY e instructed by FREZBLE to iry apd ancher her o
prevent zer grounding off the enemy held bemch, Coxtanding Cfficer
FRZBLE ordersd FITIH, who wes scting ms ooxswaln of rREZLE boat,
tc olose PIEHY and daliver the ebove orders, it thia time it was
noet known by the Comearding Crficer that FERHY was ccmpletely
abandoned, Although FLTZER knew shs wep ebandoned, he instantly
clozed and boarded the TERRY, thon with forecastle swash and
listing &t @ steep snrle, and endesvorsd to cocmnsct the chaln
to the snchor &nd drew 1t, Terceliving his diffievity and believing
the FERHY cicht still be saved the Commapding Cfficer FESELE
deter=ined %0 sand an edditicnal rerty in the SLUTEARD's bost,
whieh bed reported for orders, ZEnsipgn THCRFSCK volunteered to
losd this party direot anchoring opersticng, and destroy rader
eguipzent in ceas efforts Lo mnehor ware unsuccessiul, These
partlics were unatle to let ge the macher although they worked
hercically under sevaral feet of water and at the risk cof thelr
l1ives within s few hundred gxpd&sof the enexy beaoch, while ewnit-
ing the eesistznce of the sescnd parcy, FETZER oovered hlmself exd
hils group with Tomzy zun fire fTom the forecestls.

wbm
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Zlnce the tendlinz shackle was {rn the palzmt locker, elresdy rlocded,

an eaivenrt wesd mede Lo Tass & wirg strap imsteed, Lowever, the ship
ozpaized beforse thls cculd be ecompleted, FETIZL end EZnalcn TOoUPACE
and rariy crawlley over the phips slde eg she turned, jumpling into

tis wetor, Zaslen TRCUPSLN'S party destroyed the SF redsr and recoved
the 5C reder gpd SCi-£l0 rzdic and ether items whieh were eubsquently
Gelivered ¢ TIEAT Ccmmending ffiger in 20zs7.

The Cemeanding CIficer IAEBLY Selleves thas 3he cour=re,
leadersinlp, fe:rlecasness and resolution displayed Ty FITCEZR both em
Coxgwaln of PRAZBLI teat where Le persocally adzinistersd mcrphine
and first ald to tle bedly burnsd and injfured and en lezder of the
firat boerding party, axd by Zosizn TECETECH a3 lezder of the s8ccng
party, wac ig zocordance with the highest tradltlicns af cur service
apd recczmends them by seperste correspondence for +he Silver Star
¥edal, The cther 2en whc conmpossd the boerdinz parties arec recozzend-
€d for Letters of Comzendstion walck will also be covered by separate
correspondence,

The capsble, ccol, and competent mannmer im which 2s
FREBLE's Chlef Tharzaclats Late Hiohasl ¥ranols CARTEILL (FA), U.8.1,,
perfeormed tie Jutles, =dzinistering dlocd rlasce, morpsine, and first
ald to the injured, 1g dezervipg of the hizhest pralse, as affirmad
5y the dealeal GIflger, IS SCUTEARD, when he errived, CARTUILL
sorted out the infured casvs, diagnosed =nd treated them, togping
escn casuslty =0 thet when they were transferred to TIKRESOLE
inforzaticn of ike t{reatment given e2oh cne wea Instantly accesstble,
Hy separate correzrendence CARTMILL {8 recczmended for advancersnt
te EZnetgn (HC}, T.Z, Ravy,

Fe Vzinjured surviveors were siripped of thair oil
sceked clothing, cleapsed, apd furnished by FIZELL. persopnol with
slean clothes end irzgSpme cames, shoea, so that £l were tronaferred
in  almogt complete uniform, 411 parsonnel of the UES FREELE pers
fcrmed thelr duties in acoordence with highost troditicne of Lhe
Havel Cervice during this rying opcrstion, whesein the slighest
relaxation in viellast lookout for minem, 1n the sorking of the
engines, cr in sbip handling sight beve cauasd the =zining of RIZLY
es well sa FPERRY, The ILxecutive (fficer azd Chlef Cumrtermester
USG JIEJLE were of invaluatle eld itc the Commanding Crficer in this
respect,

T
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10. It is now the opinficm of the Cormunding Cifiesr
had the tow llne not rerted, FIRLY would s% that tlizme h=ve been
bsycnd salvoge snywey, however, had FREBLE been atle %o lay
elongside 1n t 8 esrly stagee, whinh she wus rrevenied rre:-aaing
by reecson of the noctsr whaleboet emd swimmerg between the itwuw
ships, that salvnge weuld have veen rozsidle.

£,%. BLLIRIDUZ,

Copy 2irect (adir ¥eil) to: Cominah
Cincrés

Coples tot Cozilindiv § (1)
Ceosiinfon 2 (1)
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£0 USS TERRY (1
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Cormservica 6 (1)
Coxservror (1)
Gobed (1)
Doerd of Awerds (5]
{ucder separate cover)



U.S.8. PREELE (Inf20)

g{ﬁi&gg%ﬂig 18 September 1914,

HEXORLNDUM TOR COUMANDING OFFICZR, US3. FREPLT:

4t abtout 1540 on 13 Septszber 1944, I laft tns
U33 PRESIE with a party of men to ahtempt to anchor the U35
PINRY which had struck a zine off Angaur Izlard, Pelau Islencs,
fbout fiftcen mlautes latar I came ajongsids the starboard
side cof the TERRY, which was listing badly tc port, znd #ith
&y perty disembarite? and zeve orGers to tha 30UTHARDYS end
PREELZ's molsr whelsbtoets tz lay off. CTpon zoing dboerd tre
PRERT, the party w=es split into two sectiong, Chie? Soctswein's
Uuate NTITH wnd throe 1mepn golng to5 the foracestle to attemrt
O ths enchor, nyself and two zsn going to the kridse
7 Tadar equiprent znd to look for eny classified moterial
Lhave bsen lalt abosrd the TEWAY at the time of her

Upon reseninz the bridge, the Radar Sinegk wes eaterad
erd :teps werc taker o dezolish tha Radar gear wlth e sledze
hexzer; zeeawnlle another ran entered the Pilot:iicuse, renoved
g2 SCE=5610 r&dlo znd passed it inuo the motor whaleboat whioch
wee called elongside. The OF Reder was enashed; the SC Badar
wos also smgshed, but beceme loose from its! acorinzs snd wes
plcked up and paossed fnto the motor whaleboet,

+bout this time the PERRY bezan slowly to kasel cver
80 the party wes forced to sbandon her, While erossing the simmal
bridge, several bcoks and perphlets, the titlas end contents of
whiok vere not noted, were picked up and thrown into the motor
whalsbozt,

About thirty seconds later the boardins perty left the
side of the TEZLRY, she wos Been t0 kcel over; apparently breamk
her back and eirnk, Low and stern viaible last sboye thas wster,

¥hile returnirs from the PERRY to the USS GULT,
Chlef Boctswain ¥ate YZISR informed me that atiempts to let so
the unchor failed dve to the absence of & bending shackle cn
ths anchor chsin, Further attempts to lat £0 the anehor b-
pessipg a wire ponésnt through the jewa<herp and ehohor chain
were unsacoecsful due to zee ecnitions and dapth of water over
the roragestle,.

(Seclszwne A )



R ‘U.5.8, FREZELE {I220)
gEﬂiﬁsggﬁw 18 Saptesber 1944,

ERHOR LRI

FOR _COMUINDING CFFPICIR

VUpon reathing the USS CUSST I wem inforzmed thet
the Ccamsnding Officer gf the PEURY was sboerd, I then Lnfor.;.ad
titm of the sotiocn teben sbosrd the UsSS PEHRY by the boxrding
porty end gesr rascoved before lezving.

I thsn retured to the motor whalebnat, shoved off
froz the GDEST, retusnsd to and raported ebonrd the PREILT,
he unmai'x of the ..otor whelehoet was then lnztructed to

repory. to the USS eINITEAPCLIS for itrensfer of TERRY survivera
and aalv.:g_ed GOSTe

“espsotfully,

o TOW LTSGL
I - !'1::?3’
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The U.5.5. Preble (DM-20) (LCdr. E. F, Baldridge), at right, maneuvering with her engines to pass a towing
hawser to the bow of the stricken minesweeper U,5.5. Perry (DMS5-17) off Angaur (also Anguar) Istand in the
Palaus on 13 September 1944. In LCdr. Baldridge's own words, his salvage attempt, ", . was in many ways a
comedy of errors.” He first had to rescue the survivors, who had already abandoned ship, and his task was
made perilous by the moored mines they sighted while maneuvering, close aboard both to port and starboard.
Also, as the two ships drifted onshore they came under small arms fire from the enemy=-hald beach only 1000
yards away. More details of this rescue/salvage saga are revealed in a narrative written by Captain Bald-
ridge around 1961 when he became the Senior U.S. Naval Advisor to Argent ina - included in the back of this
booklet. It is well written and very informative. (Nava! Historical Center)
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in

presenting the GOLD STAR in /jeu of a second BRONZE STAR
MEDAL to

ELWARD FRANCIS BALDRIDGE, LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
UNITED STATES NAVY
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For distinguishing himself by meritorious
achievement on 13 September 194 as Command ing Of=
ficer of a |ight minelayer during operations
against the enemy in the PALAU ISLANDS. On that
date a ship in the same group struck a mine and
was seriously damaged in an enemy mine field
closely ad jacent to an enemy heid beach. Despite
the dangers, Lieutenant Commander Baldridge kept
his ship within a short distance of the damaged
vessel, sent a working party aboard, and had sew-
cret equipment removed., His seamanship, in maneu-
vering without damage in the mined waters, was
outstanding; and his performance of duty through-
out was in keeping with the highest traditions of
the Naval Service."

Lieutenant Commander Baldridge is authorized to wear the
Combat "vn,

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy,

Typed from a draft citation on an index carg at

the NHC/Washington Navy Yard. This medal was

awarded by COM3IRDPHIBFOR letter dated 7 JUN 45,
E. A. wilde, Jr.
November, 1995






The Fletcher-class destroyer U.S.5. Gu

iri—

Off icer and the Executive Off icer, while Firing on the beach with her 4Omm's and 5~inch main battery to
cover the rescue effort. One of her two motor whaleboats passed the Preble'ls tow!ine to the Perry in a

futile effort to tow the damaged ship out of the minefield

est (DD-472) rescued 52 Perry survivors, including the Command ing

Official U.5. Navy photograph. )







S SRR
The Perry's sister ship, the U.S.S. Southard (DMS-10) off Mare Island, Callfornia, on June 9, 1942, The
two ships were operat ing together when the Perry struck a mine off Angaur [sland, in the Palaus, on Sep-
tember 13, 1944, Although the Southard did not take aboard any Parry survivors, one of her motor whale-
boats assisted in the rescue effort, and she del ivered medical supplies, a pharmacist’s mate and a med /-
cal officer to the primary rescue vessel, the U.$5.S. Preble (DM-20). Earlier in the war she sank an en-
emy submarine off San Cristobal, in the Solomons, with depth charges and her 4-inch guns. She was lost
when grounded by a typhoon at Okinawa on October 9, 1945, (orricial U.S. Navy photograph. )
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U.S.5, TEINESSEE
3&=

U.S.8. TSZMES3EE - Period 1-30 September

12 Septembsr 1844 (D - 3 Day)

i In the early moraing, TU 32.12.2 proceeded to the
Westward ol Angaur Island and TENNESSZE, in campany with TQ
S2.12.1 approached Angaur from the Eastwerd. TU 32.12.1 was
formed in colunn in the order TERNEZSSES, MIIE: 0LIS, CLEVZELAND.
At 0630, TENNESSZZ commenced firing with main and secondsry
tatteries in eccordance with Commander angaur Fire Suppert
Group Bambardment Schedule. The principle missions wers tae
destruction of enecy installations and covering fire for mine-
sweaping operations. 1TU 32.12.1 was maneuvered by simultaneous
turns by Coumander Fire Support Unit I, maintaining a track
parallel to the Rastern coast of Angaur, the rangs was varied
between 10,000 and 4,000 yerds, The bombardment schedule on
this day eand sucesding days was divided into four periods.
Betwsen scheduled pariocds heavy skips of fire support units
recovered, ressrviced &nd rslaunched aircraft which were em-
ployed for gunnery observation during all firing periods.
D.ring bombardaent periods, & speed of 12 knots was meintained.
1453 Ceased firing for ths day, having expended amzunition as
follows:

14"/50 E,Cu=m=====23
5"/% A-A.C. ----- 175
‘tom EIE. To ------- 78

At 1700 Fire Suptort Units I and IT joined and retired for the
night to the Soutmestward of angaur. The disposition during
the night retireceat was a circular disposition with heavy ships
spacad equally on circle 2 with TSINTESSEIE at the fleet center &s
guide.
Positions: 2000

06° 24 I,

123° ¢71 Z.

13 Sentember 1344 (D - 2 Day

at 0533, Fire Support Unit I commenced @pproach oa
angaur and launczed aireraft., at 0825 cc;::r.encec_i firing with
maln ana secondary datteries ena conducted scheduled bomberdzent
@s on D - 3 Day., Juring orisf pariods of this day's bozberdiezt
the range was clossd sufflcieatly to permit the use of the <0mz
batbtery on the bezches. a4t 1418 the ¥ZRRY, wille engaged in
ming-sweeping opsrzilons ‘about 2000 yards oif the Scuthezst
shore of angaur, was oOvserved to strike & —ine ana sink zboutl
two hours leter. af 1713 T=O=S3z22 received on_bo&rd .'LO_ injursd
survivors from tbe FZZZY. The GU=ST, PAZSLE &nd RATRSURE
assisted iz rescusizs FIERY Survivors and then AlsTriputél iias
T0 tke various hez7vy ships in company. At 1514 ceased firing
for thne dey khavizz sxzrended arrcunition as follows:
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The Sinking of USS PERRY
_ _by John J,. Lynch, 1990+

On the morning ‘'of that fateful Wednesday, September 13, 1944, Water Tender
First Class Joseph J. Brand remarked, "This breakfast is the same as we had on
Pear] Harbor Day." He didn't know, nor did we, that it would be his last break-
fast. Before the day would be over "J,J.n and seven -other shipmates would be
blasted out of this 1life. In the early afternoon a mine would strike our star-
board hull, terminating the life of the ship as well -ag the lives of eight crew-
men and initiating a series of unusuail happenings for those who survived.

Our ship was the USS PERRY, DMS 17, a World War T four-stack destroyer con-
verted to a Destroyer Minesweeper for service in World War II. Actually, we per-
formed more destroyer duty than minesweeping, such ‘a8 convoy ‘escorting and off-
shore patrolling, but today we were sweeping mines off ‘the coasts of Peleliu and
Anguar of the Palau Islands in the South Pacific.- ' s . R

Only two ships of our Squadron participated in - this operation: PERRY and
Squadron Leader USS SOUTHARD, DMS 10. ‘Offshore, ‘battleships and heavy cruisers
poured a heavy and ceaseless bombardment on the islands. - Shells constantly whis-
tled over our heads.. During a ‘heavy bombardment ‘such as this, @ vein of empathy
seems to connect the crews of different ships. We, on our part, empathized with
the gun crews of the battleships for their back-breaking toil in sweat-drenching
heat, loading those heavy shells. Later, we learned that they had similar empa-
thy for us, being so vulnerably ciose to the enemy shoreline. :

The morning sweep, streaming our minesweeping gear in a two-ship formation,
was uneventful. At about noon we spotted a floating mine close to the shore of
Anguar. Our Captain, Lt. William N. Lindsay, Jr., USNR, was heard to say, "Where
there's smoke, there's fire," and he permitted our sharpshooters to break out ri-
fles and get some target practice. This illustrated the difficulty of hitting a
bobbing object, even at close range. They all missed. _

At about 1400 hours (2:00 P.M.) our mission was completed. We retrieved our
minesweeping gear and waited for new orders. The Captain secured us from General
Quarters to Condition Two watch, which meant that hailf the crew would remain .on
duty and half were relieved. Thig prompted a steady stream of half-clad sajlors
trodging astern to the showers, carrying soap, towels, and razors.

A dispatch was received for our next maneuver, and Lt. Jack Steward, the
ship's Navigator, motioned for me to follow him into the chartroom. Squeezing
into the tiny cubicle, we hung our steel helmets and life jackets on the bulkhead
behind us, ‘then got out the chart for the area. _ _ - _

Lt. Steward had barely laid his paraliel rulers on the chart when a muf £led
explosion knocked our ship upward and sideways to port.

"Whatinell was that?" asked Steward.

"Damfiknow!" I responded. , :

Simultaneously, we were frantically reaching for helmets and life jackets.
Within seconds we exited the chartroom. _ _ )

On the slanting deck of the bridge I heard screams, rasping and staccato. I
had never heard screams like those - "gasps" to be more accurate - agonized, as
if depending on a burst of air. I looked down from the bridge to the well deck

* John Lynch was a Quartermaster First Class when his ship, the fast minesweeper
USS PERRY (DMS-17), was sunk in 1944. He died in 1995, but his widow, Hedy,
has graciously allowed me to include his narrative in my booklet. I am indebt—
ed also to his shipmate, Francis C. Pogue (a Seaman First Class in 1944) for
bringing John's work to my attention and for assisting in some minor editing.
E. A, Wilde, Jr.

June, 1997
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and saw a slender figure I recognized as Paul Ray Burnette, a teen-age

rookie, now a silhouette profile drenched in scalding black fuel oil, bent
slightly forward from the waist, .mouth agape, forearms extended. His screams
-continued. He had been en route sternward to the showers and had -entered the
passageway-above the fire room when the explosion blasted the deck under his -
feet and burst the fuel tank, drenching him with a flood of .superheated -0il.
Probably by instinct, he had stepped back onto the well deck. I

‘Quickly, he was surrounded by helpful -shipmates who tried to make him
comfortable. One fellow attempted to wipe the oil from his eyes, ‘but his
eyelids came off with the cloth. He died later. P .

~ On the bridge, .I heard calls from the wheelhouse. It was the helmsman,
Francis Pogue, calling for someone to fetch him his life jacket. It was-
nearby, but he wouldn't ‘leave his station to retrieve it. T tossed it to
him, and then I heard the Captain's command to abandon -ship. S

"Abandon ship - starboard side!" was the command. E :

' There was an exodus off the port side. It was easier that way - just .
slide down into the water. Perhaps they hadn't heard the second part of the
command; conceivably, the loudspeaker system had ‘been knocked out. The “star-
board" command puzzled me at first, but I quickly realized the Captain's rea-
son ~ the ship had careened .so :sharply to port that there was ‘danger she might .
go into a full capsize. - If this happened, the rigging would drag all ‘in the
wvater to certain death. : - _ : '

Although some had yielded to :the-easy slide, there was no panic. Spe-
cific men had specific duties, and throughout the ship they carried them out.

Gunner's Mate Harold Boyenga, who was knocked off his gun mount and suf-
fered a fractured hip; made his way aft with Machinist's Mate Charles Rowan,
and together they set a@ll depth charges on "safe." .

There were also some variations. Back aft, Storekeeper Glemn Lamoreux
dashed down to his locker, stuffed his wallet containing $100 into it, :slammed
it shut and locked it, then ‘ran topside ‘and overboard. . Roland {("Yardbird")
Thomas gave his life jacket to a fellow who had forgotten his, then plunged
overboard because, as he said, "I could swim faster than them fishes!"

I walked uphill to the starboard wing of the bridge and locked over-
board, downward at the damage. There wasa cavernous hole ‘in the hull, and
inside were the remains of Joseph J. Brand, Dan Wersebe, Henry Edgell, Ottice
Joplin and Arthur ‘Schieber. ‘Then I noticed that the hole was above the water- -
line. Sea water that had flooded into the ship's belly had now ceased, and
she incredibly stabilized at that ungainly ‘tilt. .

My battle station as Quartermaster was to scrap confidential charts to
prevent them from falling into enemy hands. A large canvas envelope was kept
in readiness to stuff the charts into it, and lead weights were nearby.

As I pulled these charts from the chest my glance fell on the chronome-
.ters, and for a fleeting moment I had the irrational thought of keeping omne
for a souvenir. T had developed a fondness for these instruments. There
were three, each wound at precisely the same time every day., but never reset.
Thus, all kept different times, but a log was maintained keeping a continuous
record of their variances. Each day a radio beep from the Naval Observatory
would signal noon, Greenwich Mean Time, and I would punch a stopwatch. T
would then match the stopwatch with each chronometer as the seconds slipped by,
and using simple arithmetic determine the variance and enter it into the log.
Thus, exact Greenwich Time could be pinpointed each time the Navigator tock a
star sight with his sextant, measuring the angle of the star above the hori-
zon at dawn or dusk (those times when it is dark enough to see the stars and
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also bright emough to see the horizon). - G §
I brushed aside my irrational thought and concentrated on stuffing the charte

into the canvas envelope. Although lead weights were availabie to assure sinking,

the envelope became so heavy, it was all I could do to hoist it to the rail. &

final push, and it went over and down. I watched it plummet to the water —— and

horrors! — ‘it landed flat on the surface and floated like a cork. I kept my

eyes glued ‘to it, hoping against hope it would sink. It floated close to the
motor whaleboat which was delayed “in shoving off due to engine ‘trouble.

"Hey, Saint!"™ I shouted down to Jim St. Pierre, one of the boat's occupants.
He looked up. ' '

"Grab that sack!" I shouted. "Haul it in!"™

Jim did, and I gave a sigh of relief.

"You better go, too, Lynch." ‘ T -

It was the Captain's voice. I needed no prompting. I returned to the star-
board wing, grabbed the logbook, and descended to the well deck to slide down the
incline to the water. The final entry in the log read, "1418: Struck a mine star-
board side midships. 1420: Captain gave command abandon ship." My intention was
to keep the book high and dry and tread water with one hand, but it didn't work.
The thick scum of oil soiled it a bit, but I felt it would still be legible, and
I handed it up to St. Pierre. With both the logbook and charts now ensconced in
the boat, I felt they would reach the proper authorities. :

I also started to climb aboard the boat, but I saw that it was full, and I
backed off. As I dropped into the water I caught a glimpse of the fellows caring
for Burnette. I didn't know then about the eyelids. I never saw him again.

I had no qualms about being adrift in the water. I was fully clothed, even
to shoes and steel heimet, the water was comfortably warm, and my life jacket kept
my head above the filthy scum of ocil. Besides, the Fleet was already sending in
rescue boats. I could just idly wait, lazily treading water. _

Somehow, though, this seemed unreal. All around wes the incessant bombard-
ment, -shells whistling overhead, same guys still scrambling off the sinking ship.
Under the water's surface - was it safe or infested with sharks? Sharks! Would
all the commotion scare them off or attract them? And depth charges! When they
descended to a specified level they would detonate and crush the life out of any
swimmer within range. Unaware at this time that they were on "safe," I con-
sidered myself to be in perilous waters.

Up to this point I had been following prescribed procedures, more or less
routine, but now I was on my own in a spot that had no precedent. The graveness
of the situation struck in a frightening way, and I heard myself blurt out, "Not
two in six monthst" ,

My parents had already lost one son to the war. My younger brother, Brendan,
a2 Lieutenant with Merrill's Marauders, had been killed in Burma only six months
before. My older brother, Frank, was somewhere in Africa with the Seabees.

I forced myself now to focus full concentration on survival. My only re-
course seemed to be to swim out of this area. A sister ship, USS PREBELE, DM20,
was standing close by. I could reach it! But the distance was deceptive and al-
s0, PREBLE was drifting. Though 1lying dead in the water, momentum continued to
carry it forward. The starboard bow was already out of reach, but broadside beck-
oned and I aimed for. it. There were crew members standing at the rail peering out
at me. I knew they wanted to help if they could. It was up to me to -swim to them,

I got closer, but the drift continued, and broadside became out of the ques-
tion. Then I targeted the starboard quarter. I was closing in -~ but not fast

- enough to outpace the driftage. The stern offered a chance. PREBLE was still
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dead in the water, no propeller motion, but the continuing drift carried the
" stern away. That left only the starboard propeller guard. It was my last
‘hope - risky, but no other choice; a chance to climb up on the protruding
guard and step onto the deck. e . _ S

' T stopped swimming long enough to .cup my mouth with my hands and yell to
the .crew at the stern, "Tell the bridge 'Don't turn the screws over!'" TPerhaps
they heard me, perhaps not. It didn't matter, because suddenly ‘there was a
wild thrashing of the propellers - a full speed backdown! Almost within
reach of the overhanging guard, I was also -dangerously close enough to be
sucked into those slashing blades. I reversed my course and swam with all
my strength to get away from that suction. I made it! _

Now I was back where I began, but fortunately, much closer to the ship.
As I idled in the water, I watched PREBLE go by in full speed reverse. First
the stern, then the starboard quarter, and now I was abreast the starboard
beam. Men were still at the rail. Could they help? They did! Suddenly a
beautiful sight streaked through the air. It was a heaving line with dead
aim on me - that slim rope with a sphere at the end. A heaving line is
slightly thicker than a clothes line and the sphere is.slightly larger than
a baseball, a special sailor's knot called a "monkey's fist." It is normal-
ly used when approaching a dock to give dock workers a line to haul in the
mooring hawsers. _ ‘ : o

The monkey's fist sailed straight and true, only inches over my head.
211 T had to do was reach up and grab the line. Once on hold, I wouldn't
let go. The speed of the ship's backdown, plus the muscled towing by the
crew at the rail, dragged me through the water at.a rapid rate. I hung on
for life. I was over water, then under water - I heard music and wondered
if this was a prelude to death, but I hung fast. Then the line suddenly
went slack, and I was bumping against the side of the ship. Willing hands
reached down and helped me climb aboard, murmuring encouraging words and ,
inquiring about certain buddies on the PERRY. I regretted that I could only
answer, "I don't know," to their questions. I knew how anxious they were for
information about their friends. - o ' _

They led me aft to the showers. I stripped and dumped my clothes - al-
ready there was a pile of oil-sodden garments. - PREBLE had been active from
the moment of the explosion, rescuing gquys from the water and transporting
them aboard, where an emergency medical center had ‘been set up. Wounded
survivors were treated and prepared for transfer to the more extensive medi-
cal facilities on the larger ships. Some were sent to USS TENNESSEE, some to
USS MINNEAPOLIS and some to USS CLEVELAND.

PREBIE had also attempted a salvage effort but was forced to abandon it,
because going alongside PERRY would have meant certain death to the men in the
water. : ‘

Other ships -also joined in picking up survivors - USS GUEST, USS SOUTHARD,
and USS RATHBURNE. ,

.. I bathed three times. First with kerosene, then a shower with strong
pumice soap, and finally a shower with regular bath soap.

_ When I stepped out of the shower somebody gave me a fresh-laundered
shirt and dungarees - even a pair of shoes. I accepted them gratefully;
they were personal belongings from one sailor to another.

My first move was to go to the bridge to see friend and coun
the Quartermaster. my unterpart,

"I almost got run over by your screws," I said.

"Was that you?" he gasped. "We thought that guy was a goner!"

Then-he explained that a loose mine had been about to b i
PREELE T he rush against the
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"We had no choice,” he said, "It had to be full speed backdown!" _

I noticed that other PERRY survivors were lying on the well deck. One wasg .
Ensign Wyeth Ramsey, who suffered a badly broken leg. He had been wWalking through
the starboard passageway and was right above the spot where the mine struck:. The
explosion knocked his shin bone ‘into the knee joint. Although sedated, he gave me
a broad smile. ' B N L

1 returned to the stern with a sudden Yyen for a souvenir -~ my binoculars, |
vwhich I had been wearing all through the soaking. I rummaged through the messy
clothes and found them. ZLater, I Cleaned the instrument but not the Strap - I
wanted to retain the oily scent as an unforgettable reminder. I have the souvenir
to this day. The strap has never been washed, but the oil and sme11 eventually
wore off, :and now it is just an ordinary canvas strap. 1In Cleaning the prisms,

I jarred them out of position, and now if you sight through them you will come
away cross-eyed. - ‘ S

I walked around the after deckhouse to the starboard side so that I could see
the PEI?RY and all the activity around her. There were several rescue boats in the
area picking up guys. o

Then'my .attention was drawn to another survivor hobbling toward me. Tt was
Carpenter's Mate Sedgie ‘Ray - ‘He had a broken foot and was still in shock,.
judging from his glassy eyes and lopsided grin.

“I .got blown over the side!" he boasted like a little child.

I asked him how it felt to be ‘blown through the air.

"All I know," he replied, "I was on the gun -deck and heard a low vhir-r-r,
and then I was thirty feet under water.” _ _ '

He was soon taken by the crew to the emergency medical station. _

Rescue boats were rounding up survivors to transport them to a central loca-
tion among the Task Force ships. One boat came alongside, and I jumped into it.
All the occupants were PERRY survivors, stunned and silent — except one. Donald
Stillion, Signalman, was in a gcod ‘mood. '

"What makes you so0 happy?" I joshed. o B

He explained that the Pharmacist's Mate in the béat that ‘picked him up had a
bundle of mini-bottles for medicinal purposes. : -

"Nobody wanted any," Don said, "so I drank 'em alll" :

Another boat had picked up my fellow Quartermaster, Tom‘Koch. Tom was our
official "unofficial” photographer. With the war winding down, permission had
been granted to allow photograrhy. Tom and several ‘buddies had rigged up a dark-
room-and had developed some prints. . Today, as he bobbed up and down in the water,
he had held the camera high and snapped continuous shots of the sinking ship. When
he was picked up he handed his camera gingerly up to the coxswain and said, "Take
good care of thisg!" :

The -coxswain snapped it from his fingers and flung it into the bilge. Tom
was infuriated, then uncontrollably despondent. Film that could have been histori-
cal was irretrievably lost. -

Our boat pulled alongside the cruiser MINNEAPOLIS. A boarding net {or was it
a landing net?) had been rigged along the ship's side. Most of us had no experi-
ence with this, but we had no trouble clambering up - except Stillion. He got
himself tangled and untangled, sometimes with his back to the hull, but he made it
to the top, giggling all the way.

Under the broiling tropical sun we perspired profusely. When I reached the
top I was soaked. I took off my shirt and was startled to find it saturated with
0il. What had been a clean shirt only a short time ago was now just an oily rag.
Then I loocked at my flesh and stifled an exclamatory "Wow!" The perspiration ooz-
ing from my pores was jet biack! That 0il scum had run deep. 2 shower with strong
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. soap got rid of it. Thankfully, there were no recurrences.

Now, all unwounded ‘survivors were together. We learned that two more
shipmates had been lost. One was a rookie named Donald 0. Schomer who, like
Burnette, ‘had been in the same passageway when the deck exploded, and he had
been scalded with steaming water from a burst galley tank. ‘The other was
‘Steward's Mate Frank Byrd, who ‘was missing - possibly blown over the gide and
drowned. His body was never recovered.

_ _Quickly, we-saw a systematic procedure at work. A row of tables had
been set up, staffed by experienced personnel, and we Were invited to place
our claims for lost cash and valuables. We were also offered :a carton of
cigarettes apiece.” T opted for cigars, and received just one. We jested
that the cost of a tax-free carton of cigarettes seemed to be egual to the
value of that single cigar. 2dding to the amusement I felt, the cigar was
stale and dried out — campletely unsmokable. This brought a spontaneous
string of jokes from the guys. The key word was "butt"; they had the butts
to smoke and I was the butt of their fun. This light-hearted respite helped
to ease the tensenesg we still felt.

During this exchange we were issued new uniforms and dungaree work
clothes. Then we were assigned berths in various spots throughout the large
ghip.. Mine was an army cot on the fantail. .

Although it was refreshing to lie down, I had trouble getting to :sleep.
The aftershock had hit. Suddenly, my left arm went out of control. It shot
straight up and wouldn't come down. With my right hand I pulled it down, but
it sprang right up again. These spasms repeated several times, then ceased.
After a while I finally dozed off to a jumpy slumber - until something
jarred my cot and I bolted to my feet. It was a sailor trudging a garbage
can through that crowded deck for midnight dumping off the stern. It was
wartime routine to dump garbage only once daily, usually at midnight, to
avoid the p0331b111ty of frequent dumpings leaving a trail for enemy spotters.

This jarring incident had a pacifying effect on me. Perhaps it was con-
tact with routine that caused this feeling, after .a day of strictly unroutine
activity. Whatever the reason, I plopped onto the ot and drifted into a
deep and peaceful sleep.

Next day we assembled in uniform for the solemn ceremony of ‘burial at
sea for Burnette and Schomer. Their bodies were sewn in canvas and heavily
weighted at the feet. ZEach was placed, one at a time, on a board mounted
on a fulcrum at the railing. .An Honor Guard of eight sailors mammed it,
four on each side. We stood at attention, silent in that unmatchable silence:
of mourning while a Chaplain offered prayers.

We came to a sharp salute as the Honor Guard slowly began the tilt of
the board. The body s1id, then hesitated. This brought a catch to my throat,
and I could sense that I was not alone in emotion. Gradually the Guard com-
pleted the tilt, and the body's slide accelerated to a plunge. In that
quiet stillness the plunging splash was the only sound to be heard.

This silence stayed with us as we regrouped for a meeting with our cap-
tain. He gave a brief but impressive talk, complimenting us on our behavior
through the crisis and wishing us luck in whatever our new assignments might
be. This had been his first command, and it had lasted only ten days, but
in that ten days he had won the respect and admiration of the entire crew.

It was time now to wonder what our next step would be. Our wounded
were hospitalized on the TENNESSEE and MINNEAPOLIS. The rest of us seemed
to be at loose ends.

The Fleet was westward bound for the climax of the war, and we were to
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be left behind, hopefully to latch onto 2 ship sailing east. It seemed, though,
that there were none. We were splintered into small groups. If any -eastbound
ships materialized small groups might be accommodated, .Each group was cn its own,
thankfully with an officer or fwo... . e _ .

The group I was with hitched a ride ‘on USS McCALL, an o014 destroyer whicn
seemed modern when compared with PERRY. We were not homeward ‘bound yet, but
McCALL was headed southeastward to Manus, an island in the Admiralty Group, off
the northeast coast of New Guines. Here we debarked, L _

Our new atmosphere was familiar - a rough and ready camp being whipped into
shape by Seabees, ‘reminiscent ‘of our Aleutian days where we watthed island after .
island developed by Seabees, one &t a time converted from desolate tundra until
the chain was a series of military installations. Tt had been commonplace for us
to gaze at these structures and remark, "Boy, the Seabees sure built this place
up!" We remembered a humorous later incident when steaming into San Francisce
Harbor, one of our guys stood on deck looking up at the magnificent buildings and
exclaimed, "Boy, the Seabees sure built this place upl"

Here on Manus we were absorbed into the helter-skelter environment. We had
no duties; this place was something of a way station, with guys just walting for
transportation out. Each day the three biggest events were breakfast, lunch and
dinner. The chow line was a string of misfit outfits; name the wniform if you
could. We had no idea who these fellows were, but we had one thing in comon -
when do we get out of here? e . P _

Our -quarters were a makeshift bunkhouse with outdoor showers and facilities.
We felt that the only hill was chosen so that gravity could provide water pres—
sure. When we pulled the chain for a shower, we prepared for the shock we kney
would come. A grizzled white-haired Seabee was fond of bellowing, "You never get
used to this.  You just put up with it!" : _

We had movies every night. It was typical of the Navy to provide first run
films wherever a projector could be set up, and this post was no exception. An
outdoor quasi-amplitheatre was set up, with wooden benches arranged in s semicir.
cle. One evening an S.P. (Shore Patrol) making his rounds with a flashlight
spotted a pair of bare feet. :

"Hey, sailor," he said. "You're out of uniform!"

It was no sailor. It was a Jap soldier who had been left behind when the
Japanese evacuated the island. We chuckled over this, and speculated whether he
had also infiltrated the chow line.

On a samber note, a Hospital Ship was moored alongside the dock. 1In the
evenings it would pull out to open ocean for a solemm rite - burials at gea.

After a few days a Victory Ship transport pulled into the harbor. Empty, it
provided homeward bound transportation for cur small group. We had this large
ship practically to ourselves, Begides the crew, there was a Sick Bay with one
‘nurse and one patient, a wounded Marine. He was immobilized but comfortable and
was glad to have our company .

It was a novelty to have all this free Space. Nommally, a naval vessel is
crammed. Our two officers decided to give us work assignments, but discontined
this after a day or so. There was no need for the discipline of a work party. WwWe
were just pleased to be headed home.

The ship took us directly to Pearl Harbor. Here all of the unwounded PERRY
survivors were remnited. It amazed me then, and still amazes me today, how the
Navy was able to keep track of our scattered groups and bring us all together
again.
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Finally, we were transferred to the USS CLEVELAND for the trip back to
the States. As we gazed somberly out on the seascape we brought to mind our
final glimpse ‘of the stricken PERRY, drifting slowly -away and, as reported
by an aircraft, breaking in half and sinking in ‘two parts. ‘ o
R This old ‘ship had been our home. From the bambing of Pearl Harbor ‘to - -
.the finality of her sinking, fighting the war with guns, depth charges and =
" ~minesweeping gear; while freezing in the Bering Sea, broiling in the ‘South
" Pacific and zigzagging across the Pacific Ocean she had housed us. During

long and lonely stretches at sea, isolated from the world but never with a
feeling of being imprisoned, we had maintained a warm family spirit.

Now our home was lost, personal belongings within it. Gazing at the
empty seascape and reliving our memories, it seemed to be like — indeed!
—- 1like watching your home burn down. . ' '

 FINIS |
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The Perry's logs, service records and pay accounts were removed before the
ship went down on 13 September 15ulu, The flnal entry In the Deck Log wasi
"1605 Ship sank, breaking in two at point of damage. Lat[tude 06 °-
521-45" (North); Longitude 13u”-08!'-u0" East [n 40 fathoms of water,

700 yards off southeast tip of Anguar Island, Palau Group."
(Naval Historical Center photograph. )







List of Officers, 13 September 195u4!

Lindsay, Wililiam N., Jr. Lt. USNR  Command ing Officer
Steward, Jack A. Lt. USNR  Execut ive OfFf icer
Baggot, Thomas G., Jr. Lt, USNR  Engineer Instructions
Ticusan, John Jr. Lt.(jg) USNR Communications Officer
Emerson, H. T., Jr. Lt.(jg) USNR First Lieutenant
*Sowder, Robert ¥. Lt.(jg) USNR  Gunnery Officer
Cavénaugh, Mo U, Jr, Ensign USNR  Engineering OfFficer
*Ramsay, Wyeth T. Ensign USNR Ass!'t, First Lieutenant
Ennis, C. L. Ensign USNR  Ass!t. Gunnery Officer

*Stephenson, Cameron N. Ensign USNR Ass!t. Engineering OFF.

Clark, Ronald W. Ensign USNR  Ass't. Communications

¥ X X K % X ¥ K X X

1 Compiled from the List of Officers for 31 August 1944 riled
with the Deck Logs, updated to show Lt. Lindsay as C.0O. vice
Lt. Cdr, Ira G. Stubbart, USN.

* Wounded when the ship struck a mine and sank on 12 September
1944 according to the machine~generated casualty report pre-
pared by the Bureau of Naval Personnel c, 1946, (Nationa!l
Archives)

E. A, Wilde, ur.
March, 2001






U.5.8. Perry (DMS-17)

Muster Roll of the Crew; September 13, 194y’

AHERN, Gsrald Joseph
BANNON, Andrew George
BARNES, George Palmer
BEZILE, Harold Doyle
BINDE, Harry Edgar

BLACK, Richard Service
BONIN, Ernest Dennis
*BOYENGA, Harold John

*¥B3RAND, Joseph James

BURGESS, Russel! William

¥¥BURNETTE, Paul Ray

BURTON, Lawton (n)
BUTTS, Ear! witt

¥*BYRD, Frank Louis

*CHAMPAGNE, Raymond Noel

CHANDLER, Thomas Andrew
CHESTNUT, Jerry Bernard
CHISM, Johnie Ray
COLLINS, Paul Leo

COWETTE, Raymond Anthony

*CRIST, Robert william
CURRY, Paul Laverne
DANNHORN, Douglas Arthur
DEMPSTER, Russel (n)
DEUNK, Howard whyler

DICKINSON, Walter (n), Jr.
*®EDGELL, Henry Clark

EINERSEN, Eldon Keith
ELLIS, Dale Huband
ELLIS, Glenn (n)

EWART, Harold Ervin
FOUCAULT, Leon Phillip
*GASTON, Rufus (n)
GENRETTE, Lawrence (n)
GILES, Francis Edward

GODFREY, James Clement
GONIA, Edward George
GOTT, Harley Lorin
GRIGGS, Earnest Lenon
GUSEMAN, Orville Card

HANSEN, Lloyd Fredrick
HENDERSON, Robert Ashley

*H ILDERBRAND, Clement Philip

*HOFSTEDE, Albert Wiiliam
HOHNER, Richard Victor

205=-34=4y
228~13-21
613=37-54
623-83=-74
224 -88-59

652-95-44
6U45=-12-22
321=61=35

223-61-97

311=70-55

641 -971-28
612-99-89
576-06-83

855-70~08°

862-10-25

359-96-76
811-49-58
896-62-94
250-87-30
201 =78-65

8%0~57 -89
301 =22-78
201-21-37
859=-45-071
615-19=-57

671-24-69
755-90-53
377-89-63
884-83-30
P65-87-21

851 -02=-82
201=-54~-10
853-57-60
341 -79-31
708-36-85

634 ~68~-28
E68=61 -86
S76~78=76
896-63~00
725-61-68

3061414
662-19-64
659-22-52
Lt 32982
337-57~-%4

MM3c
CMM
wTlic
Fle
S2¢

wT3c
Stc

GMl e
wTrc
MM2c

St1e
S2¢
PhMt ¢
StMI ¢
Ste

caM
StM1c
St1c
S2e
AMZc

Fic
Fie
Stc
Flc
MM3e

AM3c
Flc
SM3e
ARdM3c
Fee

St1e
c8M
StM1¢
CwT
St1e

MM3c
Stc
GM3c
F2e
Ste

SC3c
FCle
St1e
B¢
MM ¢






HOUSE, Irven Burton

ILLE, James "m"

JACKSON, Ellsworth Herbert
JENSRUB, Hilmer Jul ian
JOHNSON, Francis Nathaniel

JOHNSON, Page ward

¥wJOPLIN, Ottice Cannon

*JOYCE, Richard Michael
KAESER, Wallace Rainhardt
KASNER, Ear! (n)

KELLY, Elwyn Eugene
KENNEDY, Francis Ernest
KIRKBR IBE, James Howard
KOCH, Thomas Charles
*KOPACZ, Andrew Joseph

KOUTUX IDES, Ltester (n)
KOZAK, Joseph (n)

LAKE, Donald Byron
LAMBERT, Jacob Wilmer
LAMOREAUX, Harol!d Glenn

LAMSON, John Floyd
LUCAS, Wwalter Sherwood
LUGO, walter James
LYNCH, John Joseph, Jr.
LYNN, George Wilson

MADDUX, Johnny Barnard
MARTIN, Albert Louis

MATTHE WS, John William
MclEOD, Charles Thomas
Mc NALL, Donald Andrew

MILLER, Lee Roy

MILLER, Orville "E"
MITCHELL, Wwilliam Kipling
MORRIS, Harold Edward
MORTON, Fred William

O77Ts, Peter Raymond
*PARKER, George Edward
PERDUE, willis Edgar, Jr.
PETTYJOHN, Jack Ernest
POGUE, Francis Calvert

PROFFITT, william Howard
RAY, Dennis "J”
*RAYBURN, Sedgie Eugene
RICHARDSON, James (m)
ROLLINS, Richard Oscar

721=19-42
848-80~-20
868-95-80
377-81-32
882=~4k-33

827 -8%5-87
828~71-%2
761=-67-66
662=52=41
890-53-67

632=03-35
202~87-76
827 -89-85
877~-55-65
667=-35=93

802-91-59
725-53-77
570-04=48
852~45-50
725=-61-~90

BUl=-28=-16
808-99-10
265-12-56
646=01-27
262-22-85

848-55-90
337-09-99
811-33-30
S40~-03-88
368-~-51-30

385~88~62
311-55-76
B4 0~63-56
829-01 =74
726-58~40

238=62-72
615=74~28
660-05-31

I46-93-14
338-35-99

828~19~98
274-36-73
274~36~85
272-08-79
576-89-26

USS Perry (DMS-17); Muster Roll of the Crew, 9/13/4u

——--—-—-w-—---—---——--—————--—-_






ROSOL, John Mitchel
ROWAN, Charles wesley
RUDY, Ance! Jubert
SAEWERT, Leonard Kent
SCHEMPP, Edward Joseph

**SCHIEBER, Arthur william
SCHLOBOHM, George Mirador
SCHMIDT, Paul Herman

**SCHOMER, Donald Otto

SCHOTT, Orvitie Lee

SCHUENEMANN, Raymond Robert

SHIELDS, James Albert
SHIPLEY, Everett Russel!
SHUEY, Howard Dan
SLAUGHTER, Clyde Earman

SMITH, Everette (n)
SMITH, Frederick Lee
STILLION, Donald Douglas
ST. PIERRE, James Russell
TARDO, Salvador (n)

TAYLOR, John winfield
TERRANO, Frank Paul
THOMA, Howard Victor
THOMAS, Ivory (n)
THOMAS, Roland Louis

TREIBER, John Lewis
*TRUMP, Joner (n)
TUNKS, Marion L/ oyd
TURNER, Peare! Edward
TURNGREN, Robert Gust

WATSON, Wwalter Jackson
WEATHERHOLT, Robert James
WENNES, Car! Junior

**WERSEBE, Dan Jesse

WESCOAT, Herbert Jacob

WEST, Leo Jasper
WETSELL, Harold Everett
WHITE, Alfred Evans
WILLIAMS, David will iam
“WILLIAMS, Denzil Wright

WILLIAMS, Joseph Elmer
WILLOUGHBY, Frank (n)
WIRTH, Thomas Martin
*WISINSKI, Clarence Edward
WOFFORD, Silee (n)

852-61 =61

654=-31~-46

868-76-91
7577225
852-61-77

870-~11~90
886-64-40
852=-63=-24
871=90-34
377-90-98

726=-44-59
368-27-62
654~22-45
E54-22-79
346-85-59

8UE-11 -0k
725-61-95
283-30-47
202-63-40
274-63-56

- 272=79-79

223-86-05
311-55-03
846-92-50

212=63-06

385-92-86
654~07-69
648-04-91
832-79-06
890-17-14

624-77-25
753-25-51
322-09=-25
624~85-06
956=47-79

851-671-59
225-57=-35
225-43-29
871 =46-76
$39-78-66

723-61-68
94L2~-33-80
382-85-08
QUL —36=90
624 m7 522

USS Perry (DMS-17); Muster Roll of the Crew, 9/13/4y

Fle
MMZ o
Fre
Fle
Ste

Ftle
Fie
Ste
Sle
S2e¢

Fte
CMM
MMZ o
MM2 o
Flc

Ste

GM3c
SMl ¢
MMt e
GM1 ¢

BM2c
MMt o
wWTte
StM2e
¥T2e

MM1 ¢
YZ2¢c
SC2e¢
EM3ec
¥WT3e¢

SF2¢
S2c
S2¢
wWT2e
SZ2e

S2c
S2e
S1e
S2¢
S2e

S2¢
S2e
Cox
SZ2c
wT2ce







USS Perry (DMS-17); Muster Rol! of the Crew, 9/13/uk Page 4
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WOLSFELD, Geral George 727 ~20=-62 S2¢
WOLVERTON, Royce Mace 722=12=-6k Ste
wWO0D, Hugh Alonzo SLh-0U-06 S2c
WO0D, Thomas Waiter S74-48-85 EM2c
WOODALL, Wwayne (n) 923-93-97 S2c
WORLEY, Robert "E" lewis 845-17-63 S2c
WORTHINGTON, Mavis (n) 624=77=37 SC3c
*WRIGHT, Harvey (n) 923-93-02 S2e

¥ % X & X ¥ x % n w

Notes:

Source: The shipl's personnel diary on microfilm at the Nat ion-
al Archives. Report OF Changes sheets through S/6/44 were ex-
amined, and the muster rol! for the quarter ending 6/30/44 was
updated to refl/ect transfrers, men received and changes in
rate,

The service number for BYRD, Frank Louis, StMlc, appears as
855-70-03 in two different casualty reports, but it clearly
ends in "-0gn according to two entries in the personne! diary,

Younded (%% Kjf/led) when the ship was mined on 9/13/4y accord-
ing to a mach ine-generated casualty report at the Nat ional 4p-

chives prepared by the Bureau of Naval Personnel after the
war,

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement

Killedg wWounded Wounded on 9/13/uu
Officer 0 3 8 11
Enlisted 8 T4 121 143
TOTALS 3 17 129 154

E. A, Wilde, Jr.,
June, 2000






U.5.5. Perry (DMS=17)

Honor Roll

Killed due to enemy action on September 13, 1944, when
the Perry struck a mine while sweeping during the inva-
sion of the Palau Islands in the Southwest Pacific:

Joseph James Brand Water Tender 1st Class
Paul Ray Burnette Seaman tst Class

Frank Louis Byrd Steward'!s Mate 1st Class
Henry Clark Edgell Fireman 1st Class

Ottice Cannon Joplin Fireman 1st Class

Arthur William Schieber Fireman 1st Class

Donald Otto Schomer Seaman 1st Class

Dan Jesse Wersebe Water Tender 2nd Class

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
February, 1997












The /ight cruiser U,S5.5. Cleveland (CL-55) in July, 1982, After the Perry was sunk on September 13, 194y,
many of her survivors were transferred to this ship, and later, ail of the unwounded survivors boarded the
ship at Pear! Harbor, Hawaii, for their return trip to the States. The Cleveland was the class leader for
thirty of these 10,000-ton ships which were laid down from 1940 through 1944, They wers 608 feet long and
had a main battery of twalve &-inch/47 guns in four turrets, (Ofrficial U.S. Navy photograph. )







Homeward bound! Survivors of the U.§.S. Perry (DMS-17) aboard the [light crulser U.S.S. Cleveland (CL-55)
enroute Pear! Harbor, Hawaii, to Terminal Isiand (Port of Los Angeles), California, In late 194k, After
their ship was sunk during the invasion of the Palaus on September 13, 1944 they were dlspersed to nearby
bases for several weeks awaiting transportation. Finally, the unwounded survivors were reunited at Pearl
Harbor for their trip back to the States. (Photograph courtesy of Lt. Francis C. Pogue, USN (Ret, ))







The officer complement of the U.S5.5. Perry {DMS=17 ) aboard the U.S.S.
(CL-55) after their ship was sunk on 13 September 1944: {front,

Cleveland

L to R) Lt.(JgJ)

H. T. Emerson, Jr., Ens. C. N. Stephenson (?), Ens. R, W. Clark (7), Lt.(jgl J.
ward EX.O.), Lt. T. G.

Ticusan, Jr.; (standing) Ens. W. T, Ramsay, Lt. J. A. Ste
Baggot, Jr., Lieut. W, H. Lindsay, Jr. (C.0.), Ens. C. L. Ennis, Ens.
vanaugh, Jr., Lt.{jg) R. W. Sowder.

M, J, Ca=~

(Alf of the Perry's officers ware USNR. T

(Photograph courtesy of Lt. Francis C. Pogue, USN (Ret.))







"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side., To them we have a solemn obligation
- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer worid in which to live."

- Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S5.5. Missouri (B8-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September §Sus,












Editor's Note:

I'm including the following 24=page narrative as sort of
an appendix to my bookl/et on the U.5.5. Perry (DMS-17) in worid
war Il. It was probably written by Captain Elward F. Baldridge,
USN, around 1960~61. It is not dated, but that is when he be—
came the Naval Advisor to Argentina according to the Archives
Division at the U.S. Naval Academy's Nimitz Library. Captain
Baldridge is now 8! years old. He remembers many of the details
of his hazardous attempt to salvage the Perry after she was
mined, but he doesn't remember writing this narrative.

Readers will be rewarded with a better understand ing of
the events which occurred on September 13, 1944, and they will
/learn a great deal about moored mines and about how minesweep~
ing operations are performed. | never even considered not in-
cluding Captain Baidridge'!s narrative in my booklet!

! have searched for the final page of this narrative at
the U.S5. Naval Historical Center/Washington Navy Yard, Ships!
Histories Branch, without success. Fortunately, it appears
that only a few words may be missing.

E. A. Wwilde, Jr,
February, 1997
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The light minelayar U,S8.5., Preble {(DM=-20) at Mare Istand, California, on 17 November 1943, (Note that she
has been Fitted with a spl inter shield around her forward 3-inch/50 gun.) When the Perry struck a mine on
13 September 1944 the Preble was operating with her and the U.S5.S. Southard (DOMS-10) as a mine destruction
and dan buoy-faying ship, These tamporary buoys enabled the two minesweepers to conduct an effective area
sweep by marking the boundar ies of each swept path. {U.S. Naval [nstitute Collection)







Captein Elward F, Beldridge, USK
Sendor U.S. Naval Advisor to Argentine

Eavy Department
Washington 25’ I.C, ) About 6000 words

Pesvasssoannsein harm’s H@'ﬂ

The aclion report of the FREBIE on 13 September 1944 shous,
fet approximately 1420 ITEY vesessssces tho USS PEREY (DMS 17) whils
engaged in Eineswesring seeseaceass Off the south east tip of Angaur
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Islend of the Pelaw Group, struck a mine and subsequently sank, |
The USS FREBLE (DM 20) rescued 96 members of the PERRY erew and attempted
to salvage the ship¥,

After noon meel that dey PREBLE had formed up with SOUTHARD (DS 10),
vwith COMINDIV 5 embarked, end FERRY to conduct a sweep elong the southern
shore of ingour Island, Here & shoal extended seaward soame 1500 yards end
ves thought to be mined, Becazuse the bombardment ships needed to move 1:5&

“hemmer the whole islend, it was necessery to sweep it even though the
Invasion beaches were on the northern sids of thé Igland, The landing was
to teke place two days later, 7

At the time of FERRY’s mining, ths group was in starboerd echelon
fo:mtionjspesd 1, kmote, The first pass was in progress, SOUTHARD was in
the ven, followed by PERRY end FREBLE., Both sweepers had their port and
starboard gear streamed while minelsyer PREBIE dropped dans, FERRY was
keeping station on the float trailed by SOUTHARD, snd PREBLE on that by
PERRY, on approximate course 215° true. The sea was calm with no swell,
wind force 2 from ths south Bdﬁth eest, and the visibility was imldimited,

At 1419 the Commander tngaix Fire Support Group, RADM Howard F, K
Kingmem, USN in USS TENNESSEE, operating in the neer vicinity bad informed
COMINDIV 5 thet one more minesweeping pass was necessary before his group

could close Anguar, COMINDIV 5 was slso advised to keep outside of the
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100 fathom curve. Immedistely after this trensmission PEREY

struck, From the btridge of FREBLE, asterm and on FERRY’s starboard quarter,
she eppeared to 1ift bodily a foot or s, FERRY wms enveloped instantly
in 2 cloud of white smoke znd steam, Mimutes leter she becams dead in the
weter and assumed a list of 100 - 12° to port, her emidships seciion sti1l
biowlng clouds of smoke, We rang up, "stop®,

IREBLE was rigged for towing or being towed, A'Surviveris Rescue
M1, requiTed by & revemt Facifie Fleed directive hed been newly drmm
up and the crew instructed in it, In 2ddition, practice drillshad been
conducted in the several weeks pracading the operation, and I as PREBLE’s
skipper felt the crew was reasomably profieient in cerrying out its proe
visions, 4 drill at this sort of thing is @ifficult becsuse it is nebulous
erd herd for the crew to grasp tut Admiral Ninitz had ordered 1t 50 we had
com:]ied; Fowever, the very fact that o bill existed for rescuing survivers,
end the crew had practiced it, prepared them psychologically for the shosk
of the PERRY’s mining, A self~inflatable rubber 14fe raft had elso beem
cbteinéd, This wes to be threen in the water for swvivars to aling to wtil
the ship could take them eboerd,

In evalusting the situstion, immediately after the wining, I falf
that if FPERRY was to be salvaged I had two altermatives, The first was to
lay alongside FEFRY, make fast and then back clear with her lashed alengside,
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rendering assistance meamvhils, The second wms %o stay
clear and send over a boat to rescue survivors, then afterwards attempt
salvage, Inesmich as FREBLE had only one motor whaleboat, the time
necessery to sccomplish the selvege by the second altermstive would be
excessive and would mrobably result in a high loss of 1life as well as the
ship itself, len where elready appearing in the water 4o starboard of FERRY
es we watched, They needed to be rescued, 4 few raftswere thrown over.
To ley eloniside seemed the obvious solution, I made this decision,

Having determined to ley alongzide it only remained for me to
decide which side, Since FPEREY was listing to port and nmight emiangle her
top hamper in FREBLE, if not even capsize on her, the starboard side seemed
more favorshle, However, the many pecple in the water and refts to starboerd
of PERRY, plus the knowledge that the remainder of the unswept mine field
would be to sterboerd, weighed against this choice, Then too, because of
the onshore breeze, both ships would likely drift further into the field
after coming alongside,and toward the enemy bsach, This choice offered too
many dsngerocus possibilities,

On the other hand the water to port had besn doubly swept by the
gterboard sweep gear of SOUTHARD end the port sweep gear of FERRY, Thus
the chances of FREBLE"S striiting a mine in coming slomg the portsids
seomed leas, This was the determining factor. Consequently, the choice
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of ber port side was the logical one, Acceptance of +he
risk of capsizing had to be taken, I decided on the portside, The
chéice of the side made, I needed only %o lay alongside,fegt. Orders were
given and 2/3 speed rung up, The die was cast.

But wnyf};};%! struck & mine at &11%7 Aside from the fact that I
knew FERRY had struck one, theorfitically it shouldn.'t have haprened. It
did not know what actuslly had gone wrong, I could only assume that by bad
luck the sweeping gear had somehow failed, or that she had struck a slow
rising mine cut by SOUTHARD ‘s gear.

SOUTHARD and FERRY were high-sSpeed minesweepirs which had been
converted from four-piper destroyers /]l:'.:l;e Thirties, Their sweeping equimment
was magnificently simple (in theory) but highly complex in operetion,

Those familisr with minesweeping kmow there 1s a cutting device
on a peravene towed from the sweeper’s stern, This, in minesweep parlance,
iz called an otter. The otter seeks a predetermined depth zg it swims ocut
to starboard or ports When a mine cable comes in comtaet with the sweeper’s
tow vire, it is guided into faws of the eutting device, or if the tow wire
is serrated, it may be cut by the wire, When the mine cable is cut the
mire rises to the surface where it cen either be avoided or destroyed,

The process of putting the gear into the water 1s called "streaming the
geer¥, In a highwspeed combat sweep where a trozd arez to be swept im

desired, the sweepers stresm their gear a1l to the same side end each
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followa in the swept water of the other, The leading sweeper
is suppoged to steam outside the minefield on the first pass., Each ship
alweys meke sure that she remains in the Rewept water® of the ship ahead,
To do this each ship not only rmust steam just a bit to the side of the
rroceeding ships wake, but mst not get cutboard of the procesding ship#
otter, The position of the otter 1s et ell times indiczted by & float,
which moants a {icg sometimes and is towed from the otier and appears on
the surface above it, Each following ship rust position herself correctly: |
between wake ard the flost, Thus, FERRY should have been in safe waler,
SOUTHARD s first pass was outside the field,

Officislly designated a light Minelayer, FREBLE was cne of &
group of eight four-pipers that had comverted also in the late Thirties,
-Losing théi:sm‘face gun and torpedo batteries, they had sprouted instead
two long trestle~like {racks down each side of the main deck upon which
rode pixty ¥WWI {ype nminez, thirly %o a side, or a commnnsuratg\%’smller
number of mare up-io-date mines, The mirss ecould be lavmched rapidly over
the stern gbaft the fan-liks propeller guards, from whose appesrance the
well known term "fantail" vas derived. A4A0mm and 3"/50 4A gun batiery
vere substituted for the 4%/50 surface battery while at the seme time the
1dttle ships lest 2 stack vhen one boller vas removed., In the place of
the boiler, exira fuel tanks vere instelled. This wzs dene 1o give &
greater cruising radius, or as the sailors éaid "to glve longer legs™,
Thus technicelly their status was changed from four-pipers. Sailord s:ill
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affectionately called them four—-pipers,

For this operatiom fm or three minesweepers were used with one
mineleyer acting as mine destruction and dan buoy lsyer., Instead of launch-
ing mines off the tracke, the minelsyers launched empty mine cases attached
to 2 mine anchor, The cases were painted a bright yellow and mounted a
yellow and red flag. Theywere officially designated as dan buoys, Hovever,
as the yellow and red flag was the internatiomal code signal for 0", which
was then still spoken phonetically as "Option", these buoys soon became
Imoun to the task force as "option buoys®., As the aweepers advanced, the
ninelayer was to mark the safe limits of the sweep by droping these option
buoys, clong the border of the swept water,

The way 1t worked was quite ingemiocus, The mine anchor fell o the
boitom paying cut its cable as it descended, the case msamihile bobbing on
the surface until the anchor sutomatically stopped paying out ceble 20 feet
before it hit bottom., The option bucy then was pulled under 20 feet, After
anchoring a firing mechanism released an extre 40 feét of the wire cable
and the buoy appesred again on the surface, Thus each option bucy had slack
in the cable up to 20 feet, This was felt o be sufficient to take care of
the rise and fall of tids as wall as the drag of the current, Thus the
lergth of the cable was Mailored" for each buoy, It was a clever modificetion
of the Merk VI Mine, end our Commodore deserved mch of the credit for
tbinling it up end persevering to meke it work,

In the event mines were swept, PREBLE"s and MONTGOMERY’s primsxmy

duty was to destroy them, which we did by 3" gum, automatic weapon, or
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rifle fire. Often the mines would blow up with a rozr and somstimes we

hed shrapnel come dewm on deck, However, just as often the mine case would
only be punctured and slowly f£111 with water, sinlking for all the world
like an zmpty beer can in the wake of & boat.

It Is probable that in the case of the FERRY, the mine was slow in .
rizing after being cut or got dragged slong by the sweep gear whem it faileqd
to cut and came up under the ship, The mine had exploded under the fo:vard
fireroom starboard side. But how had we gotten to this 1ittle kmownfar off
place—Paan?

- I v

When our Cammodore counseled the two of us =zt a pre-sail conference
before we commenced the Palmu Operation that our jobs would be unlike eny=-
thing we bad ever dore before, we were mildly quigzieal, It was early
September 194/ at Purvis Bey, the palm fringed harbour tucked avey in the
Solomon Islends, Which had become cme of o major naval sdvenced bases
in War II, Helther Dan Drain nor myself dreamed we would do in the short
gpace of the conming month the myrind and often bizare things which we did.
We ron the gamrt from scresning battleships to laying dan buoys, A3 we
have seen, I had the trying ecxperience of a'ttémpting to salvage e sister
ship that had struck a mine,

We were both gkippers of light minelayera. Lt. Dan T. Drain, USK
hed the MONTGOMERY (D¥ 17), lsunched at Fewport News in 1919jand I hod the
FREBLE, DBy & curicus coincidence my father had put her in commission at

Bath in Jermery 1920, At the time of the Palmu operation, these ships
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were still porforming valuable service elthough then in thely twenty=Lifth
yesre. We skippers, givc or take g year or two, were not much older , Eow
would we react? WUe hoped we would measure up,

Our Cormodore, Captain Roblsy W, Clark, USK was a youthful looldng
and inspiring officer vho unfortunately later lost his 1ife at Kerams Retto.
lie had been reccntly promoted te Captain, Although he had the impressive new
title of COMINROR OIE, he was green to the "mining" business. However, ot
cur pre-sail conference he had made it clezr he was not new to lesdership
end sailoring, We were to lay our ships, he =aid, slongside any ship in
trouble, rescue or tow her to safety and otherwise mssist all vessels,
aircraft, and persormel in any way possible, In short, we were giver carte
blanche to rrove within o own youthful ability and our elderly ship‘s
cupability thaet we covld bz of value to +he overall operation, He did not
wish, nor did we, to be sent back to owr former job of escorting convoys
between Fearl Harbor and the Marshall Islands again, In other words this
was to be owr Commodore’s bid to get us beck into combat. We loved him for i4,

Our rinesweeping Croup Commander was en experienced rneman, Commender
ng Re Loud, USH, vhoss title was COMIIRON TWO tr:'mac'h!mlly jundor to our
Commdore,/ because the Group’s part in the operation was to be essentially
a minslaying one, COMI¥RON TWO had tadtical command, He flew his hroad
command pemnant in USS HOVEY (DS 11),

Late on the afternoon of 6 September 1944, MORTGOMERY nnd PREBLE
sortied from Purvis Bay into Iron Botiom Scund in cofmpany with COMITMRON
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THO’s high spoed mineswoepers, With Szve Island abean to por’c., wo laid course
to pass through Indispenssble Strait, |

&fter trenalting Indispensable Strait end taking departure in the
gathering dusk on Cepe Astrolops, Maleita Island our tagk force formed a
clrcular crulging disposition, Cuide was in flagship USS Louisville and
destinetion,Falsu, The speed was set at 1} knots, The old battlsshipsand
cruisers were in tho ocenter and destroyers, minesweepers, and minslsyers
in the screen.

The deys spent enroute were characts:ized by smooth seas, clear
skies, but with sudden rein squalls, Sailors new to the southwest Facifie
soon noted with,that these vere over almost as quickly as begun.

On the 8th, entisircraft practice wms held by firing at a sleeve
towed by one of the tesk force planes, TRESLL expended 250 rounds of 20 mm
amamition,

The smaller ships fueled from oiler USS PECO3 on the morning of the
 10th; trying out the new breast~line method in place of the old tow-alongside
method, Without fuel=oil trunks budlt on deck, as in the Fletcher and
Surmer class destroyers, the four-pipers experienced mmch difficulty fueling
at sea, Time wvms Jost hecause t:hree separste operations had tc be condnoted
in order to fuel, Firsi, the forward high tanks had to be filled, then the
after tenks, end finally, the rew emidships pre-fabricated tanks,.

Wrestling the hoses aroumd from one seb of tanks to enother was
dangerous, especially in heavy weather,
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‘During the afternoon end night of 11th, the task force broke up
into three components for the immediste approach to the Islands, FREBLE
and MONTGOMERY remained with the Eastern Peleliu Fire Support Group untdl
0330 on the 12th, Then all the minesweepers and minelayers spocded up and
rroceeded on ghead, The initin) sweeping point was to be the southeast tip
of Pelelin Island, FREBLE was about to cormence har first vmu-ual miesion,

At 0530 COMINROR TWO in flagshﬁ;p HOVEY directed us by voice radio,
Wlarry out previcus orders®". Twenty~five-y.ars<old PREBLE cracked on 26 knots
and started out ahead, her lea:; old frame vilrating as her 27,500 horse power
took hold, FREBLE’s Im1l was not the only thing vilrating; her young crew
end skipper, wers alike aquiver with axcitemont, '

PREBLE’s orders wers to proceed to an 8~fathom shozl midwey between
Angaur and Peleliu Islend, Then with her siren sounding, she was to drop 20
depth charges at 200 yard Intervals set to explode at 50 feet, alomg the
southeast edge of the 100 fathom curve., PREBLE’s job was to iry to explode
suspected acoustic mines by the sound of her siren, If this did not succeed
it was belleved the detonation of the 20 depth charges would take care of
‘them,

According to rumor, in an air reid on Peleliu some weeks before, our
aviators had seen antennas flosting over this shoal, When the planes flew
low to get a better look, there were sub-surface detonations, 4 new type
of acoustle mine was suspected.

The run wes made under the watchful eyes of the old battleships
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which were standing off/the south, Their great btulks were a reassuring

sight as we careened around the shoal, siren sounding,

Flumas of white spray rose as the shallow charges went off at 15
second intervals. It must heve been m very curicus sight to the crews of
the bettleships to see us speeding along as if pursued by the exploding
depth charges. For us, it was a suspense filled five minutes. However,
no antennae were seen, no mines exploded, and none subsequently swept
over this shoal, No doubt the detonations our aviators saw were splashes
‘from entiaircraft shelk fired st them from the nearby Jep garrisons on
Peleldin and Angaur,

FREELE then joined the minesweeping formation taking station astern
between the wake and the flost. of the lest minesweeper, The sweepsrs had
meamvhile streamed their gear and teken atarboard @chelon formation,
MONTGOMERY and FREELE begen dropping their yellow option buoys at the
safe 1imits of the sweep, The big ships haed to close the island but
remain in swept water,

On the first pass no mines were swept. MONTGOMERY and FREBLE each
dropped three buoys, MEBLE’s to sterboard, MONTGOMERY’s {0 port. While the
high speed mineswsepers were turning for the second pass, FREBLE Ypolnted®
her bow st her option buoys so the sweepers could find them nore easlly and
would know where to begin the new sweep. During the seecond pass, closer

‘to Peleldu shore, LONG end HAMILTON soon swept several horned contact mines
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which MORTGOMERY stopped to destroy. FREZLE joined at high speed and we found
ourselves hotly firing at these evil loolking things, They were the first

wo had seen of the ememy’s am3 ware very close 1o the fringing reef. This
recf was later to prove a formdable obstacle to our marines in hitting the
beaches, Considerable mansuvering with the engines was necesgary to stay in
Place due to e heavy inshore set, Rifle fire from the beach in ire vicinity
of the reef begen to pepper the water around us, On the shore we could
rleinly see the 1ittle spurts nf flan=.

MONTGOERY reported, to our vexation, six mines destroyed to our
three, We hed to leave ome barely awessh. Laier in the dey it drifted down
towards the tip of Peleliu Island where we finished it off. We used 211
calibers of gun including 30 calibre rifle fire, The remzinder of the
dey was spent in mine domolition and option buoy recovery.

Such was the work of the minelayers on this and the following two
dayse By this time Dien Drafii and the MONTGOMERY hed gone north with Commodore
Ioud end his sweepers to clear Kossol Roads, Only we three were left behind.
In the early afterncon of the second day, 13 Septeniber, the mining of PEZRRY
occurred, Uur attempt at salvage was in many weys a comedy of errors, but
for sheer effort and grit 1t was/eaga of sorts.

- IIT =~

Upon approching within 100 yards of her port quarter, I felt soms

trepidation about contiming because of the incremsimg 1d4st. There wes e

very real possibility that PER:Y might cepsize before FREELE got aloneside,
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I stopped the engines and made a close examinatiom through my binoculars.

The self-inflatatle rubber 1ife raft was thrown over to .soma survivers who
swenm ‘inear us, With dismay I saw thet FERKY’s motor whaleboat was being
lowered on the side towards us, It was £illed with men and zbout a dozem

nore were swirming in the water between us, This would prevent ms from

. laying alongside. Unier these clrcumstences it would mean erushing these in
the boat end those in the vetere In view of this and the capsizing threa%,

I postponéd laying alongside, Instead I veered to port ernd appreeched parallel
about 50 yards distant, Officers on PERRY’s tridge were hajled and told that
if she wvme in no immediate danzer of sinking ar cepaiziﬁg, we vould come
alongside end tow her clear, Iuring the approach, our boat hed been reedied
for lowering. PERRY’s officers seid she wes good for a while yet and to save
the men in the water first., So owr boat was lowered with instructions to pick
up the injured and tow the rafts to us, I gave orders to stend by to tow. Three
of our life rafts were dropped to assist men in the water,

I now plamned to go ehead slowly, ard send oyer the towing hawser
from our stern to FERRY’s bow, After meking it fast, I planned to tow her
clear through the swept water of SCUTHARD, Minelayers carried their towing
hawsers on their sterns, At this moment instruetions were received by TBS
from Admirs) Eingman for FREBIE not to get inside the 100 fathom curve,

Our fathometer was already recording 50 fathoms under the keel, but I
didn’$ té]l the Admirgl tkut, On reaching & fevorable position by ranging up



"esssesein harm’s wayt=Captain Elward F, Paldridge~Fage 15

so my stern was ever with FERRY's bow, we tried using a line throwing gun

50 we could pass the messenger. It @4sappointingly fell & few yerds forward
of FERRYs bow. Before enother shot could be fired, my Eﬁecutiva Officer
standing on the starboard wing of the bridge, shouted thzt he had eighted g
mine. He pointed to something dark in the water about two fathoms beneath
the surface and not more thaet 20 feet from the ship and cbreest the fosle
gun, To the naked eys it looked like z big sea turtle., With bincenlars it
was seen to be & mine &l right, witk even the horms pleinly visible in the
clear water, I famcied I also saw some Japenese mesrkings on it, bui in the
hindsight of twenty years this doss not seenm so creﬂible;éoswifb did then,

4s FREBLE was moking leseway, she was in irminént danger of strilking
this mine berself, All encines were backed full and position again taken
abreest PERRY, I then directed that the towing hawser be brought to our
foesle where it could be passed to PERLY over the bow, The officers on the
bridge of FEARY were so informed. I dlso commenced to twist FREBIE in place
in order to get ber bow closer to PERRY, but short of the mime, in order %o
facilitate paasing the haweer, Vlaanwhile PERRY’s boet ked became wnterborne
but apparently was demaged end could not be started, Fatelly, if remeined
between nus and PERRY,

Survivors now cormenced swarming up FREBLE’s side vie rope lsdders
and cergo nets while PEFRY’s ominous drift towsrd the Jap-~heid shore began,
A11-hends 1aid topside to marhendle the towing hewser from the stern to the
foesle. When rreparations were sufficiently complete, and with zbout 60°

engle between ships, FREBLE approeched closely, but the line throwing run
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failed to fire, Hesving lines were hastily thrown, but the wind freshened,
and PERRY’s bow fell off, A1l lines failed to reach, Franile efforts were
made to get fresh carttidges for the line throwing gun. |

I determined to make & further effort to get closer. The line-
throwing gun was now ready to fire again, but PERRY was seen 10 be abandoned
except for sbout four officers end cne or twc enlisted men om the forecastle,
with sinking heart I reslized that this would be insufficient manpower to
haul on board any very great length of our hawser, However, with luck and
time I could send over a line hendling party later. By again twisting FREBLE
end by the fortunate assistance of & boat from USS GUEST which had come up
to help, the messenger was passed. It was made fast through PERRY’s stern
chock to fantail bitts. Now PERRY had swung through an arc of about 120°
wag listing heavily to port, headed bows on for the beach. A quick glance —
showed 20 fathems on the fathomster, It becams apparent that both ships
were in peril of striking further mines as neither were any longer in swept
water, There was no time to send over a working party to haul in the
messenger, even 1f our whale boat was aveilable which it was net. It was
sti11 picking up survivors, Securing the towing hawser was now out of the
question, Neverthuless if care were taken, with a slow strain and a long
catenary, I thought there was m reasonsble chence of hauling PERRY clear,
atern first., But how to get away fast with s sinkdng =ifm in tow2

During the period consumed by these opefations y Admiral Kingman
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directed othef ships to close the scene and render assistance. They did,
sending their whalsboats, uhich were of invaluable assistance. These boats
towed several life rafts and FERRY’s dissbled motor whaleboat to our pors
side, Meanwhile our boat brought some along the starboerd side. As
each delivered survivers it was sent out in search of more, including the
SOUTHARD boat, which had by now delivered a medical officer, a phermacist’s
mate, and medice) supplies, This was greatly aprreciated since PREBLE had
no medieasl officer,

Whils injured snd whole survivers came over the side, the ship was
immobilized and drifting, so request was made to the Admirel for more boats
80 the remaining men could be taken out of the water, After seeing that
this was attended to PREBLE, now herself bows on the beach, could commence
towing and back clear, The remsining sui'vivors vere teken to U,S.8. GUEST,
One hour end ten minutes after the mining I commenced the towing operation
by backing slowly on one engine, We eventually paid out a total of 200 fathoms
tow line composed of 2-inch manila messenger,8-inch manila hawser, and 20
fathoms enchor chain, A1l hznis were directed to keep a sharp lookout for
wines, Almost immediately, ome wes reported to port abesm the galley deck-
house, wvhich I visually confirmed. It was another moared horned type, about
two fathoms under the surface and only 10 to 15 feet from the ship,

Since we were backing slowly anywey, no special maneuvers were
undertaken except to speed up the sterboerd engine, Upon clesring this mine
enother was sighted close aboard to sterboard, Thia one was elso gvoided
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by use of the engines and carefully twisting the ship., Again PREBLE
comenced.alwly backing clear, About this time the foesle reported the

2" messenger had begun to take up, Regretfully,it parted at the bltts on
PERRY‘s fanteil upon taking strein, If only there had been time to send
people on board to lezye in the tow line, Shortly thereafter the remsining
officers and men on board PERAY vere removed by a GUEST boat. The fact that
the tow line had parted was reported viae TBS to the Admiral, end I ssked in
ag matter of féct voice 88 I could muster if it was desired for FPREBIE to
return and recommsnce the towlng operation., The Admiral, thankfully, said no,
& mine was sighted off our port quarter when we had backed gbreest

of GUEST e few seconds later, so we stopped and lay to while heaving in the
towing hawser by enchor windlsss, During this perliod PRESLE could neitdrer
back down nor go ahead due to the tow-line over the bow and the mine astern.
Thus we drifted down on GUEST, which finslly menaged to teke the remaining
. survivors on board and get clear with a few yards to spare. I felt scme
concern sbout the toweline fouling the mines while heeviug in, but miraculously
none did, Upon recovering the towing hawser end anchor chain, we rapidly made
for safe water bty goilng asterm, A1l hands were mich relieved but busily et-
tending to the injured,

| PREBELE®s crew had turned to with a will, Uninjured survivors were
stripped of their oil-soaked clothing, cleaned, and furnished with clean
dungareed, skirts, and in some cases, shoes, All were transferred in scme
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kKind of an almost complete outfit, A1l had been given c;igarettes, matches,
and coffes by the erew, Before 1eav'i.ng, soma favoured few had received a spot
of brandy. I even lent the semior officer surviver on board twenty dollars
for which a few months later I received the following letter:

"Dear Captain Beldridge,

Rere ‘s your $20,00, Thanks a million for the loan,

The entire crew and ell ofi‘icers arrived San Pedro on
the 2ist, The mem all got 30 days leave plus travel time, None
of the officers has received crders yet,

I vant to thank you agzin end repeat whet a wvonderful
job you did, We are 2ll very, very grateful to you, I certainly
hope and foel protty sure that you get soms recognition for your
mervelous job,

| Best of luck to you.
Sincerely,

Tom Baggot
LT USiRe

411 hends performed their quties with cheerfulness and s heariy
disregard for their personsl safety. Throughout this trying oparation of over
two hours in the minafield, the glightest relaxation in vigilant lookeut for
mines, in the working of the emgines, or in ship-hardling might have caused
the mining of PREBLE herself, The Precutive Officer, and Chief Quarisrmster
who acted as helmsmen, were of invaluabls eiG to me in this respect,
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Thirty minutes after reaching safe water we received instructions
by TBS from the Admirsl as to the disposition of the survivors, Shostly
thereafter PREBLE transferred the ten most seriously injured to TENNESSEE
by boat, FREBLE alsc went elongside light crulser CLEVELAND and semt over
76 uninjured men, We received zt the seme time & moderate but welcome
pmount of fresh frult and ice éream from the larger ship, Then we cleared
CLEVELAND and ferried over by boat ten 1e§s- seriously injured survivors to
heavy crulser MINHEAPOLIS, The exact mmber of survivors rescued by GUEST
i3 believed to be in the neighbourhood of 55. In 21l only seven men were lost.

PREBLE‘s young Chief pharmacist’s mate,lMichsel F. Cartanill, USH,
prerformed his duties in his usual cool and competent manner. He administered
blood plssma, morphine, end supervised the first aid, SOUTHARD’s medical
officer told me before leaving that Cartmiil wes deserving of the highest
preise. He had sorted out the injurddd cases, diagnosed and treated them,
tegging each casualty so that when they were transferred to TENNESSEE
information of the treatment given each one was Instantly accessible, I
recomnended him for advanoement to Ensign (Hospital Corps), and he was
eventuslly so advanced,

Affer the transfer e message was received from Admiral Kingman
directing that the remsiring perscmmel on board FERRY be instructed to try
and anchor her # prevent grounding urder the enemy’s guns. I thereupon
crdered one of &y most trusted beatswain’s mates to close PIRRY end deliver the
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above orders. Floyd Fetzer, Boatswain’s Mate Second Class, had been scting
s coxswain of FREBLEs boat &1l efternoon. 4 glant of a msn, he inspired
confidence just to look at him, At this time I did not know that FERRY wag
conpletely abendoved. Although Fetzer kmew she was abandomed, he instantly
closed and boarded, PERRY wag then within a few hundred yards of the shere
with focsle awvash and listing at a steep angle. (Seo diagrem #). He endeavored
to connect the chain to the anchor and drop 1t, but the bending shaekle was
in the paint locker and this was slready flooded. It must be remembered these
four-pipers kad "old fashioned® anchors end when underwzy they were catted
and thus unshack$led from their ¢hains, Percelving his difficulty and believing
that PERRY night sti11 be enchored, I determined to send an additional perty.
A youngFnsign on board under temporary duty orders in comnection
wlth a hydrographic survey #olunteered. To Ensign James L, Thompson, USK
I gave instructions to take five volunteers and enchor FERRY, In case efforts
to anchor wers unsuccessful, I told him to destroy the radar equipment end
remove any clessified paterisl he found, Ensign Thompsdr selscted the chief
boatswaln, a signalmsn, a carpenters mate, and two seamen from among the many
who voluntesrad, This party left‘imnediataly end joined the other slready
on board FERRY, The chief boatswein and the two seamen went forward te
assist Fetzer on the focsle, While awailting them Fetzer had covered hinmself
and his group with tommy gun fire from the foesle. Ensign Thompson took
the signalman and carpenter’s mate with him to the bridge, whers they went
right to work,
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As the bending shackle was beyond resch in the flooded palnt
locker, the focsle party trled to pass a wire strap instsad. This was un-
successful, but one can imagine the difficulties encountered. Even at the
distance of my bridge I could see that they were under small erma firs,
They were working up to thelr walsts in waler and vere sosking wet, By
now the whaleboat which had eerried the second party ovwer had teken up a
patrol off the bow, and Fizer was belligerently spraying sub machine gum
bullets toward the beach from bis position astraddle the king post, Mean=
while the remsinder of the party was not idle, The young ensign’s written
report speaks for 1tself':

®Upon reaching the bridge, the rader shack was entered and steps

were teken to demolish the radar gear with s sledge hammer;

meamvhile another man entered the pilot house, removed an SCR=

610 redio and passed it into the motor whaleboat which was

-called alongside, The SF Radar was smashedj the S5C Radar was
also gmshed, but becams loose ﬁ-om its moorings and was picked
upfgiiopilsxzeiotor whaleboat,

About this time the PERRY began slowly to keel over sc the

perty was forced to abandon her, While crossing the signal

bridge, several books and pamphléts, the titles and contents

of which were not noted, wers picked up an thrown into the

motor whelsboat®,
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Thus it wes PERRY capsized befdré she could be anchored, The boarding
partles clambered and crawled over her sides as she turned, walking to her
biige keel and finelly jumping off into the vatery The SP radar, the SO
rader and SCR=-610 redio and other items which were removed were gubsequently
delivered to FERRY’s skipper who had been taken sbosrd GUEST,

From the tridge of the FREBLE this was & most dramatic if poignent
sight. I had never seen a ship sink before and had elways wondered what
my reactiors would be should I ever wiitness one, FERRY had been down by
the bow end ligting to port, Almost imperceptably she had rolled over on
her sides Then she apparently broke her back, for her bow and stern rose
briefly in opposite directions., Both sections fell back slowly, gradusily
sliding under with hardly & ripple. Thers was no boiler explosion, Her
grave was marked only by two widening patches of dirty colored water.

I believed that the leadership, fearlessmess and resoluticn
displeyed by Feizer merited reward, He had acted both as coxsua:lf of PREBLE!s
boat, whers he personally gave morphine injections end first aid/gge badly
wounded, He had headed the first boarding party. 1 felt the same about
Ensign Thompson who had voluntereed as lsader of the second party, Therefore
I recomended both of them for Silver Star Medals which they each afterward
received, The other men vho composed the boarding parties were recormended
for formal Letiers of Commendation which they also received, Felzer theresfter
displayed his gratitude to me by giving a good wet surprise kiss to my date
at the ship’s perty held months later in the St. Franeis Hotel, As the daushter
of & Navy Captain she withstood this with aplomb,
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Thus vanighed in 18 fathoms of water a gellant little éhip. Who
would have ever guessed when she was laumched in 1918 at the Mare Island
Navy Yard she would meet thiz end? Few people had ever heard of Angaur
before the Falau Operaticn. Probably no one on the launching platform
in 1918 hed visualized FERRY would ever be at this remote spot. By
coincidence, I was on the launching platform when the present USS PERRY
(DD 844) went down the ways in October 1945 at Bath, Maine,

In retrospect it is eagy to point a finger to this or that event
as the 'buming point from which a successful salvage went ewry. It is
zlgo easy to excuse the whole affair by accepting the premise that the
PERRY probably would heve sunk regardless of the salvage efforts,
| The lesson of the foregoing story, however, and vhich merits it’s
retelling is the Importance which our navel traditions end heritage played
in preparing ms and the crew for this test, A strong semse of éuty and
service is :Lns'tilleci in us from the time we are plebeg at the Navel Acadeny,
There is no substitute for training and discipline, It vas not courage
which sent me and my ship inte that minafield, it was an ingrained sense
of dutys It was the legacy left us by Nelson and John Paul Jones, Thers
is bardly a schoolboy who wes not thrilled to the femous words "England
expects every man to do his duty™, John Paul Jonmes epltomized this sefise

of cuty
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Nerrative by: Lieutenant William N. Lindsay, Jr., USNR
Lisutenant J.A. Steward, USNR
USS PERRY - DMS 17
Surk off Angaur,

Lieutenant Steward:

This is Lieutenant J.A. Steward, Executive 0fficer of the USS PEZRRY
IS 17, speaking on November 8, 1944,

I repcrted eaboerd the USS FERRY in July 1942 and from thet time T
will give a little paest histary.

We went directly to the Aleutians ares, after leaving the yard in
July, end spent 14 months in that srea. Most of the time we were on escort
duty. We participated in the Atiu Occupation in Mey 1942. ZLater we were in
sweeping cperations at Kiska during August 1943, and later ,in September,we
went back to the Yerd for yard overhaul, This period lasted for sixz weeks,

After the yard overhaul, we wemt to Pearl Harbor where we spent a
month and & helf in training, in minesweeping training, This traipning consist-
ed of four deys a week, approximstely, of exercises cut et sea. After that we
went to the Mershall Islepds for the occupaticn in Februery.

During this time the minesweeping schedule wes cancelled and we did
escort duty only. From there we went down tc the South Pecific end were an
escart vessel until the Aitepe Campaign in April. At Aitape we were sweeping
and later we went to Saipsn in Jubpe, we were & bucy-laying vessel in the EwWeap-
ing operations. At Guem in July 1944, we were the sweeping vessel and helped
sweep the harbors,

The next operastion we were on wes the Pelau Island oceupaticn in Sept-
ember. During the Altape occupation, there was no oppositicn. We made two
sweeps across the harbor before the tramsports went in. (ubtside of that there
was absolutely no troable encountered by us.

At Ssipap we were the arti-submerine vessel efter D-dey for siz or
seven dayse., Lach evening about dusk the Jep plenes would come over slthough
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they d4id nat get close to us, they would be in the vicinity ard I personelly sew
five ar six planes shot down from the ships in the trensport area.

At Guem there was less opposition than Seipan. The planes would came
cver 8t dusk egain, for approximetely three or four desys after D-day,

Lieutenant William Lindsey:

This is Lieutenant William Lindsay speaking, Commanding Officer of the
PERRY. I hed been on duty as Executive Officer of the USS ELLET apnd was detached
fram the ELLET in Eniwetok about the 12th of August 1944. By various meaps of
trenspartation, I went south to Join the PERRY and met the PEERY when she ceme
beck in from minesweeping training operetions in the marea around the Russell
Islands in preparetion for the mission which she last accamplished at Palau.
The ship hed just finished the rehearsal runs with other ships of the squedron
end had come back to Purvie Bay to top off ip fuel and provisions. At that time
I went aboard apd relieved Lieutenant Commender Irs G. Stubbart of commend on
September 2nd, '

The following few deys we spent in the Guadalcansl-Purvis Bay Area, We
were underway two or three times to top off on fuel to go over to the Guedalcanal
side of the bay to unload our hazerdous duty publications, which is a list of
secret end corfidential matter which is ordinarly put in a more secure place when
the ship goes out on & hezardous mission. As & result of this on the mission we
had very few codes and ciphers with us.

We topped off in fuel and provisions emnd got underwey fram the Purvis Bay
erea on September 6, We were under the command and opersting in company with
Admiral Cldendorf whose flagehip wes the LOUISVILLE in company with a fire sup-
port group enrcute to the Palsu msrea, We acted as anti-submerine screening
-vessel on this trip, proceeded in campany with the unit, topped off from tankers
during the day of September 10th, D-dey was echeduled for September 15th. Follow-
ing our fueling, we proceeded to the Palau ares arriving in that area on D-3,
September 12th. We arrived there at dewn end in eeccordance with the cperation
plan the unit broke up and eech separate pert of that unit cerried out its app-
ointed missions.

We were operating with Mine Squadron 2 composed of the E(CVEY, the SOUTH-
ARD, the HAMILT(N, the PEZRRY, the LONG, the MCNTGQMERY, end the PREBLE. We were
under the commend of Commender ¥. R. Loud, who wes Commander of Mine Squadron 2,
At dawn on the morning of September 12th, we separated from the unit, formed in
column end streamed cur minesweeping gear. We were sweeping for moored mines
with the 5-type geaer and acoustic mines with the scoustic hammers located in
the bow of the ship and parellel pipes which we streamed ocut from & boom on the
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port side. The gear was streamed fram each ship of the squadron and we proceed-
ed on our regular mission in accordance with & plen which accompanied the opera-
tion order,

Cur miseion of the six ships thet day was to sweep the area between Angaur
and Peleliu Islends, peying partiecular sttention to the islend Just south of Pel-
eliu., Purpose of this wes to elear out thet area which was irmtended to be used
as trapsport area when the transports arrived on D-day. We swept this area with-
out incident until asbout 10 o'clock on the morning of September 12th. We were
proceeding in echeleon to port aestern of the flagship, sweepling close in to the
south-southwestern beach of Pelelin, the area where it wes intended to make the
main landing on D-dey.

The ships in the van started to cut mines adrift and they began caming
up to port. It seemed at the time they were 50 to 75 feet on ocur port beam. I'm
not exactly positive how much farther ewey they were. They were pretty closs,
These were the first mines that had ever been swept by ships of the squedron,
The squadron hed encountered a few in the area around fwajalein and Saipan, but
these were iscleted instances end not general mining of an area as a defensive
measure, I'm not exectly certein how many mines were swept. Reports aboard our
own ship indicated there were nine to 1l mines swept thet morning in close to
the beach. The PERRY swept two, that we know quite definitely.

During this periad, there was m loud explosion back ob our port guarter
and pecple on the famtail reported that our part sweep unit had been destroyed.
Apparently, our paravane had cut a mine adrift, had fouled the mine and amctuated
it end in exploding it hed destroyed the port paravane, the port float amd about
twenty-five feet of the sweep wire,

At this particular moment, the HAMIL.TON which was just sheed of us re-
ported that she had & mine fouled in her port gear and her float diseppeared
from view. Because of the strong possibility thet her port sweep wes now drag-
ging directly astern and would be shead or slightly to starboard of us, we
sheared to starboard end got outboard of the HAMILTON in order that if that
mine did come loose it would not come up directly in the peth of the DPERYY.

We contimmed with the sweep on thet perticular pass and at its con-
clusion received permission to haul out and streem replacement gear on our
port side., We did that apd rejoined the unit about an hour and a half later,
upon the completion of this stremming of the new gear. The unit continued to
gwaep these two aress just south of Peleliu Island, working south where we
were sweeping on generally the direction nortiowest to southeast, Cherts indic-
ate a shoal sres about half way between the two iglands and indicete that the
depth is eight fethoms. It was not known examctly what depth of water would be
encountered there, but because of the pecessity of being positive that the area
was clear of all mines and because we had had edvance information thet controlled-
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type mines were loceted on this shoal, it was found necessary to sweep it.

-As a result the unit made repeated paeses across &nd in the immediste
vicinity of the shcael. As & result more shoel weter than expected was encount-
ered and a mumber of shlps lost varicus units of their minesweeping gear through
tiheir becaming fouled on the shoal, The PERRY lost one complete unit, both port
and starboard sweep. We lost paravanes, floats, depressor end sweep wire, It
wes necessary to have.this repleced and the SOUTHARD, which carried additional
sweep geer, replaced thls meterial for us late in the sfternocon.

At the completion of the day, the assigned mission, sweeping these two
areas, hed been accamplished and in accordance with the operation plan the unit
retired with the fire support group for the night. It wes composed of old battle-
ehips, cruisers end destroyers, who had certein specified fire missions on the
beach to accomplish, They fired del iberstely all day long, elimineting different
ereas of Jjapanese resistance ocut on the besch, mechine gun nests, barbed wire
entenglements and places from which resistance was expected, sreas which because
of the heavy underbrush could be expected to offer resistance to troops landing
were eliminated systematicelly.,

Plans were for this type of fire to be comt inued for three days, up to
D-day. ©Ships operated in conjunction with planes from carriers in the area to
neutrelize the area es much as possible pricr to the lending. We retired with
this fire support group for the night, the PERRY acting ss en enti-submerine
vessel in the screen. We returned to the aree on the following morning just
prior to dawn and left formetion in compeny with the SOUTHARD to execute further
sweeping duties. The remelpder of Mine Squadrop 2 hed gone fiorth under the —
command of Commander Loud to commence a sweeping mission in the Kossol Pmssage
area which 1s & reef enclosed enchorage to the-north of Babelthuap, the main
ielend of the Paleu group, It hed been leerned pricr to the operetion that
thls erea was very heavily mined and it wes anticipeted thet if this ares could
be cleered of mines, it would meke & valusble anchorege, sheltered enchorage,
for the use of our ships in refueling and reerming during the course of the
operet ion end subsequently.

The unit camposed of the SOUTHARD end the PERRY under the ccmmend of
Ceptain J,E. Brennon of the SOUTHARD proceeded to carry out a sweep mission of
the arees immedistely north of Angeur Islend, The ares invcolved was northeast,
northwest and southeast of Angaur Islend itself. Sweeps were cammenced es the
previous morning on narthwest-southeast courses generslly, working south as we
progressed with the sweeps. We swept in fairly close to the besch on these
courses, then cammenced working on scuthwest-northeast courses clesring the
ares just northwest of Angasur Islani. These missions were all completed without
incident, the last sweep in thet area coming eround close to the 100-fathaom
curve which i &s far &s we were supposed to sweep. It was intended that YMSs
and smeller boets would pick up the sweep fram the 10C-fstham curve and carry
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it in as close as it was possible for them to operate,

The only area left of our assigned area to accomplish was the scuth-
eastern paert of area No. 5, which was just scutheast of Angeur Island. The
fire support ships composed of bettleships end cruisers and some destroyers
were lying off emst of Angmur Island providing cover for the Sweeps and under-
water demclition vesgsels which were ocperating in the general area. They were
executing their regular fire missions egainst beach instaellations and also
using heevy machine gun fire at intervels to discoursge any opposition fram
snipers on the beach who might try to interfere with the minesweepers' duties.
All the people eboerd ship were kept in helmets and lifejackets and on their
battle stations, the ship being in msteriel condition affirm in antieipation
of smell arms fire from the beach. However, none was encountered, neither
rifle fire or any type of amall machine gun fire was encountered, althaugh
for quite & period, the ships were opereting within a thousand yards of the
beach proper.

In sweeping the area southeamst of Angaur Islend, pass in clcse 1o the
100-fethom curve was made, then the unit formed in column and made & turn to
port and headed back through the area on a narthwerd sweep, TUpon getting back
in the area the echelon wes agein formed, the sweep wss conducted end the unit
passed thraugh the area on & northward course. At the conclusion of this per-
icd the unit formed in column and campleted a 180-degree column movement and
headed back, again formed echelon and swept south through the arees in making
whet wes intended to be our mext to the last pass through the aree. While we
were accomplishing this, a TBS message from the fire suppart group to Captain
Brennon inquired as to how much longer would be required to canplete our mis-
sion. Captain Brennon replied, "We should be completed ipside of & half hour."
Apparently the battleships and cruisera wanted to came in closer to obtein
more accurate fire against their beach objectives,

Qur southward sweep had been completed. Captain Brennon hed signeled
for the unit to form in column, the PERRY had formed astern of the SOUTHARD,
a turn to port away from the area had been signaled and executed, The SOUTHARD
had turned and headed elmost due east, when suddenly the PERRY wes hit by a
sherp explosion which threw the ship sbarply over to port. The ship took an
immediate list of about 30 degrees end upon subsiding of the shoeck of the explos=
ion she did mot return to an even keel.

Immediate investigation indication that the ship had apparently struck
an enemy mine, starboard side, just aft of the well deck, The explosion rupt-
ured Ne. 2 boiler which exploded. A large hole wes open to the starboard side
below the water line, eight to ten feet in diameter. It was roughly round, As
a result of this, the forward firerocm wes immedistely flooded ard two fuel oil
tarks on the starbocerd side wers rurtured, releasing greet quantities of fuel
oil in the area. The force of the explosion and the rushing of steam fram the
ruptured boiler carried quentities of fuel oil up cnto the main deck in +the
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Immediate investigeticn indicated that the bulkhesd between Nos. 1 and
g fire room had ruptured causing No. £ fire room to flood, As & result all
steem was lost apd the ship was without power, The drag of the peravenes astern
caused the ship to lose forwerd way very quickly end control of the ship wes
impossible. Eacause Angeur Isiand was Jepanese.held, it was not due to be
agsaulted until D plus 1 day whick would have been September 16th, this being
September 13th, it was reslized it would be impossible to cut adrift from the
paravenes with the hope of beaching the ship snd sasving her. The ship was app-
erently in & mined ares,

superstructure,

Immedistely after the explosion, the PREBLE, which had been scting es
mine destruction vessel opersting estern of the unit, ceme up end tried to meke
an approach t0 come alongside the PERRY. Because the FERFY wes swinging to the
peravans, the line fired from 8 line-throwing gur fram the PREBLE did not carry
tc the PERRY. It fell short in the weter, The FPREELE then begarn operstions
ettempting to get closer elongside but through observetions from & plene from
the USS TENNESSEE which immediately came to the scene and rendered mll posaible
assistance, it was discoversd that the PREBLE was also in this mined erea and it
became necesgsary for them to operste very cauticusly in order that they should
not hit one of thess mines,

Conversation with the pilot later reveeled that at one time the PREELE
hed mines ahead and on both bows and thet when she backed clear of the area she
backed between two mines which gives en indicetion of the number of mines which
were in the ares,

Captain Baldridge of the PREBLE 4&id a Tipme job of ship handling. He
operated very carefully end kept lookouts posted inasmuch as it was possible
to see the mines in the clear water with the help of the cosching fram the plane,
As a result he kept hie ship in the area, emabling him to provide boats to
essist in rescue work, kept his ship in close proximity to the PERRY, render-
ing 8ll possible assistence without any damage to his own ship.

Immedistely after the explosicn, it wes perceived that the ship was
listing steesdily to port., The initiel list of 30 degrees wes increasing per-
ceptibly. As & result, because it was lmpossible to determine exactly how bedly
the ship was damaged below the second pletfcrm deck in the stowsge spaces, 1t
wag feared that the ship would cepsize to port.

When the sbip hed only six to eight inches of free board left to port,
the crder was given to asbandeon ship. It was seen that ell persoanel who had
been injured were under the care of shipmetes and =ll hands had originelly kad
life jackets on, so thet when the ship was sbendcned, it wes abandoned in a
very orderly feshion and the injured people were given the best pnssible care.
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The PEZRRY carried two boats, & port and e starboard boet. The starbosrd
boat hed been rigged in on deck in order to accamplish repairs the day previcus
while trensferring parevanes fram the SOUTHARD to the PERRY, pert of the plenk-
ing had been stove in and it wes necessary to effect thess repsirs. 4s a conse-
quence , since it was rigged in, 1t was very difficult to get her in the weter.

It could bave been done with a Jury rig but becesuse the ship was listing to port
it was thought edvisable to keep all welghts possible on the sterboerd side =nd the
starboard boat was not launched.

The port boet was put in the weter. During the launching the boat ship-
ped some water back aft which interefered with the motor. As e result the motor
was deed and was of no assistance, The boet, however, was paddled in the ares
erocund the s}:}ip end picked up e number of people who ware in the weter,

Boets from the PREELE came into the erea immediately and picked up e
large mumber of the PERRY perscnnel, The USS GUEST, which hed been scting as
anti-gubmarine veessl for the fire support group which wae ebout 3,000 yards
cutboard of the sweep unit, eams ip ®s ¢lose as possible and sent her boats
which rendered invaelusble assistance.

Conversetion with the pilot of the TENNESSEE plane indiceted that the
GUEST bhad nerrowly avoided hitting & mine, As & result the ships were all order-
ed to stay outeide of the 200 fathcm curve in rendering assistance.

Immediately efter the explosion,investigetion by the ship's officers
end certain of the enlisted perscnnel was made to dlacovar the fate of the per-
song who had been in the fire room. The forwerd firerocom wes flooded with ses
water immedietely and the weatsr in the firercom waa coated with & very heavy
film of fuel oll. It wes not found possible to enter the firerpem. Heteh end
ledder leeding to this fire roam which hed been & pressure fire roam, the compen-
lonwey wes collepsed so thet 1t wes not possible to use that ledder. Lhrough
the escape hetch a check was made and an attempt mede to locHte the personnel

in the fire roocm, but because of the depth of water, it was not possible to
enter and because of the thick film of fuel oll, it wes not possible to detect
any personnel inside the flre room even with the eid of powerful lights which
were turned through the escape hatch, BEvery effort wes made to locate the
personnel, but no positive ipdication weas received that enyone in the fire roam
was elive,

Same of us stayed eboerd for about three-quarters of am hour follewing
the explosion and during this time while regular checks were made, nc indicaticn
was recelved of any perscmnel either living or deceased in the fire room. We
had been running with the two forwasrd boilers in coperation om the main Iine with
No. % boiler lighted cff end boosted periodically. The type of operation we
were doing, it was not necessary to have the full power from the tarese boilers,
the No. 2 boiler had just been boosted prior to the explesion. As & mgtter of
fact, the man who had checked the pressure and had finished snother boiler had
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Just left the fire room prior tc the explosion, As & result, there were no
persopnel in No. 2 fire roor end there were no losses, The perscnnel from the
engine rooms were not injured and were eble to leeve their stations on the order
to abandon ship.

—

After the order to mbandon ship hed bean given, & mumber of cfficers
checked the different portions to meke certain thst ell Pecpls hed left the ship.
Complete check wes made farward and aft in the living compartments and in the
engine Bpacee, It was made certain that there were no perscomnel left aboard
ship, Beceuse of the continuing list to port, it was not considered edvisable
to send too mamy persomnel below decks because it was felt that the ship was
on the verge of caepsizing. As & result, elthough the majority of the confid-
ential registered publicetions were removed from the ship, no attempt was made
to open the locked safes below decks, Before the securing party left the snip,
ell such publications from the bridge ares were removed, together with the
ship's log. The pay acccunis and ship's service money were recovered, The Bhip's
health records were below in sick bay on the secomd plaiform deck emd permission
was refused the phermascist's mate to go below to get them. Report wes received
that there wes no weter on the second pletform ner the first platform deck.

As & result it was felt thet the continuning list was due tothe stowage
spaces below the second platform deck being opened unier water and taking weter
which was causing the ship to contimme to list. This condition it was not poss-
ible to correct under circumstances.

Only thing that eculd have been done wes to check snd be certzin that .
the water tight fittings to the second pletform deck were tight and holding. -
As & result, it was felt that the wisest +thing would be to bemd ell efforts
to try to get the ship out of the mined sres in order that & larger vessel could
come alongside and furnish power, pumps end other essistance which might make it
possible to save the ship,

Securing party remsining aboerd, which wes composed of Commarding Cfficer,
the Executive Officer, the Communicetion Cfficer, the Engineering Cfficer and
Asgistant Engineering Officer end oms enlisted man, R.A, Henderson, Fire Control-
men lst classﬁent aft to the fern teil., A line was brought over from the PREBLE
by whaleboat, messénger line and this wes heaved in by the party on the fan:tail.
The PREELE was maneuvering to evoid mines which made it very difficult to handle
this lina, That messenger line wes heuwled in and s light messenger lice was
brought in about three-guarters of the wey, it wes & line of about two indhes.
The FREBLE apperertly ran out of Menila and started to feed over e wire cable.
Because of the wsight of the cable end the maneuvers necessary on the part of
the FREBLE, it was found impossible to heave this line entirely in.

Perceiving fram the motions of the PREELE that she still was not azble
to devote her attention to the PERRY but was maneuvering to extricate herself
at the particular moment, the lipne wes secured end the securing party was dir-
ected to go forwerd to avoid any danger in case of sudden capsizing from t he
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depth cherges which were on the stern. These depth charges had ell been set on
sefe priar to the ship's being abandoned.

The party went forward and mede a final search of the bridge ares to
Plek up all operation crders, registered publications, confidentisl slgnel equip-
ment, etec., from that erea. Uhe few remsining opes were bundled up end assigned
to the custody of the various members of the party. Then the party went farward
to the forecastle to ewait the cutcome of the PREELE'E manéuvvering. While the
party wes on the forecastle the ship comtinued to 1ist to port and when the pert
side of the main deck began to go under weter, it wes felt by the commend ing
officer that the danger of the ship's capsizing wasfo imminent that it warranted the
partylleaving the ship.

A boet fram the USS GUEST was close aboard alongside end the party lert
the ship end went aboard this boat which took the varty to the USS GUEST. The
commanding -afficer had been aboerd the GUEST only about 15 or 20 minutes wher a
boat fram the PREBLE came alongside apd an Ensign Thompson fram the Hydrographic
Unit stationed aboard the PREELE for the operation and Chief Bostswain's Mate
Fouccault fram the FERRY crew came abcard. They had apparently gore sboard as
part of e volunteer party from the PREHLE, had gone aboard the PERRY trying to
drop the anchor to keep the PERRY froem drifting onto the beach, The PERRY had
been definitely drifting towerd Angaur Islend,

However, when the party went abocard, the condition of the ship was so
precarious thaet it wes not possible to get either of the anchors over. The
party devoted their atiemtion to wrecking the remaining radar end sound geer
in the bridge ares,

I was essured by Ensign Thampson thet he had ripped out the sound gear
and had jettisoned it, had fired a number of .45 calibre bullets intc the remsin-
ing redar equipment ani hed removed the SC-1 radar unit, receiving unit,to the
whale boet in which the party had ccme aboerd. The unit wes beyond repsir. The
unit hed been demaged by the .45 calibre pistol bullets fired imto it end in re-
moving it, it was necessary to do sc by means of a line to the bost, then it wes
dragged through the water to the boat so that the unit was beyond repeir or much
use, but it was removed fram the ship end from the danger of compromise in case
the ship did not sink.

The party left the ship when list continued epd was relstively close
elongside at the time the ship capsized, The exploeion hed occurred at 1418,
zone mimis 9 time or the 13th of September, east longitude date. It is not
known exactly how long the commanding officer's party remeined abosrd, it was
apprcximately three-querters of an hour., The time is not known exmetly, The
party consisting of Ensign Thompson and the Chief Boatswain's Mate epperently
left the ship 20 to 25 minutes after the cuanmending officer, they had gone
aboard efter the canmerding officer had left. The ship cepsized at 1603, zone
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minus 9 time, broke in helf at the point of explosion snd sank at 1607, zone
mimnue 9 time.

Fersons observing the ship from close eboard seid thet her bottam wes
ripped open, a5 they phrased it, "like & serdine can®", from the vicinity of the
fire room forward as far as No. 1 gun, which is apparently the point where the
water entered which was cesusing extreme list.

A certain amount of this port list wes undcubtedly ceused &s the result
of the rupturing of the fuel oil tanke and water tanks on the sterboard side of
the ship. These tanks being emptied as & result of the list were much lighter
then the full tanks on tne port side. However, it would seem that this condition
would eventually result in equalibrium and not in e continuous shifting as tock
place, that is if this were the only cause of the list, thet the ship would have
gone over to & certsin position end then held that position, whereese the ship's
continuing to go over seemed to indicate that she was continuously teking water
below the second platform deck,

Opon the personnel arriving sbosrd the PREELE &nd the GUEST they were
given all possible essistance in = very oommendsble manner, The injured were
teken care of promptly and dry clothes furnished to all hande, About an hour
following their rescue, in accordance with imstruetions received from the canmand-
er of Tesk Group 32.5, personnel were transferred to larger ships of the fire
support unit.

Wounded pecple were mostly transferred to the TENNESSEE. About 75 per-
sons went to the USS CLEVELAND, 52 men snd 8 officers went sboard the MINNEA-
PCLIS. 1In this latter group were two men who had been badly burned by steam
and hot fuel oll topside, people who had not been below decks but because of
the rush of the steam and the escaping steam and fuel oil had been badly burned
topside,

These two men were Doneld Otto Shoemer, Seemen 1st clase and Psul Rey
Burnett, Seeman lst clasa, Burneiit was suffering fram very exteansive burns
on approximetely 90% of his body area esnd following his transfer to the MDNNEA-
POLLS where he received ell possible assistance as he had alsc aboard the GUEST,
he succumbed to the effects of the burns and died et sbout 2000 on thet night.
Shoemer was burned on appraximately 65% of hie body and it was felt for & con-
siderable period that be would recover. However, beceuse of the extent of his
burns and the toxic effect resulting from the inability of his skim to perform
its normel function of excretion, the poison hed gradually built wp in his
body and he died on September 16th,

Because of the imminence of D-Gay, no effcrt wee mede to evacuate the
personnel from the ships to which they hed been trapnsferred. Ag = result those
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of us aboard had & very good view of the effarts of fire support ships in support
of the landings, On D-1 day at Angeur Islend or on D-day actually, after the
whole operation, it wes possible to cbserve very closely the work of the Under-
weter Demolition Temms in clearing the beaches and patrol water just off the beach
in anticipation of the use of those esrees by landing boats. Fire support accorded
these people on this daring miseion wes really a fine tribute to the work of rire
controcl pecple beck on the beach,

By means of the modification which enables the ,40mm battery to be cut
into the fire control system controlling the five-inéh bettery, the ships were
gble to put covering fire very carefully and very-eccurately in brush and enfil-
ading positions immediastely adjscent to the beach where the underwster demcilition
pecple Were working, Very often without assistance of contrgl, the heavy mach-
ine guns will waiver and exact control was not possible, but,this system the fire
control exercise"/by the big ships wms really a thing of beenty. Alsc by firing
salvo fire, single shot salvo with quadruple mounts, very effective coverage was
provided with e minimum expenditure of ammunition, a factor which is very import-
ant on these fire suppart missions which require three -or four days for their -
execution.

The ariginel plan was foar the PERRY and the SOUTHARD to complete the
sweep of the southeast ares of Angaur Isgland on the morning of D-1 day, September
l4th, Beceuse of the loss of the PERRY apd because the SOUTHARD hed lost part
of her gesar and did not have further replacement, the SOUTHARD wes not able to
execute this missjon. The SOUTHARD devoted her effarts the next dey to sweeps
along the southern end of Pelelin Island in anticipetion of the main lapdings
on D-day. The sweep of the aree nsar Angeur Islend was completed by YMS end AM
vessels which ceme into the area at that time. I personally saw five or six
nines swept and exploded by these ships on the following day, on D-1 day and on
D day. '

The lendings on Angaur Island were not madéd until D plus 1 day, However,
planes operating over that aree subsequently reported thet there were still 20
to 20 mines in this area, Apparently that shoel which projects from the socuthern
tip of Angsur Island had been heavily mined. Thet was the areas where the PERRY
had been hit. The mines used, the mines swept end observed haé appeared to be
contact mines with a three to five hundred-pound charge.

From reports received fram the sweeping operations progressing up North
in the EKossol Passage erea and framr personel discussions with Commender Loud
subsequently, it was learned that our previous informetion derived from Intell-
igence sources regarding the location of mines in the Koesol pass area was really
accurate. Neerly 30C mines were lccated and swept in that ares and ac Commapder
Loud expressed it, "Every place where our infcrmetion indicated there were to be
mines, they were found.", but there were same in addition to the ones Indicated

in the intelligence infcrmation.



~RESTRICTED

Iptelligence infermetion wes So accurate that Commernder Loud indicated
that navigation in that area could be conducted from the positions where the
mines were cut mdrift, He said that the place where the mines would be contmct-
ad could be anticipated very closely. The IR{S type ships swept over & hundred
mines in this ares during their operatioms,

Upon the arrival of the YMS and AM vessels in that ares, they took over
the duties end the IMS type ships tock over wvericus port director functions under
the command of Cammapder Loud who executed the port director duties there during
the early stages of the occupation., The HOVEY alone is reported to have swept
65 mines in the sares,

In reviewing our Intelligence infprmetion, we hed definite infeormetion
that there were mines in the Kossol Passege area, elso that some American mines
hed been planted in the immediete ereas ncrth of felelin and around Babelthuep,
but, of course, we had no operations in that aree et the time and they didr't
worry us particulsrly.

The only information we haed regarding the location of mimes in the
Peleliu Bnd Angeur sres where the landings were made end the FPERKY encountered
hers was that they were probsbly contaet type minss on shoal, Thess were not
Tound there. Alsc we kmaw that the Japame se had used mines in the ares and were
on the loockout for them but we had po definite indication of their loemtion in
this particular erea, The msctuel locetions of the mines were where it would
narmelly be expected that they would be found.
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The U.S.S. Perry (DD-340/0MS~17) in Worid War 1I

Photograph Credits

Descr ipt ion Source Code/ldent. No.

DD-340 refuel! ing u/way from 88-38, 1932 NH NH 86198

00-340, port beam, kKey West, 7/u4/34 NH  NH 67111

DD-340, starboard beam, early 1930!s NH NH 94831

Port bow, u/way, Mare Island, 7/22/u2 NA 19=N=-31943

Chart, Pear! Harbor, 12/7 /&1 NH  NH 83109
Focsle/bridge, refit, M.I., 7/23/42 NA 19-N-31937
Midships, refit, Mare Is., 7/2u/42 NA 19-N-31938

Stern looking fwd., M.I., 7/23/42 NA 19-N-31934

20-mm Oerlikon, Mk. 4, 1942 NA 19=N=-31965
Starboard bow, uf/way, M.I., 11/2/43 NI Order with photocopy
Sinking, s. quarter, w. Preble, 9/13/uk NH NH 92987

Perry's disabled motor whaleboat - Personal collection

Preble (DM-20), p., beam prior to 11/43 NI Order with photocopy
Sinking, stbd. beam, w. Preble (DM-20) NH NH 92988
USS Guest (DD-472)}, stbd. beam, u/way NI Order with photocopy

USS Southard (DMS-10), Mare ls., 6/9/42 NA 19=N=30511
USS Tennessee (BB-43) firing guns NA 80-G~-309926
Sinking, abandoned, starboard quarter NH NH 9298%

Burial at sea, USS Minneapol!/is (CA~36) - Personal collection
USS Cleveland (CL-55), p. bow, 7/19/42 NA  19-N-32004
Survivors aboard Cleveland - Personal! collection
Officer survivors aboard Cleveland - Personal collection
Direct stern view, Mare Isiand, 7/42 NA 19=N=31940

USS Preble (DM-20), port beam, 11/17/43 NI Order with photocopy

= K K X N K X X & X%

Key to Sources:

NH Naval! Historical Foundation Photo Service
Washington Navy Yard
1306 Dahlgren Ave,, SE, Washington, DC 20374-5055
Phone: (202) 678-4311; FAX: (202) 889-3565

NI U.S. Naval! Institute Photo Service
Beach Hall
291 Wood ARoad, Annapolis, MD 21402
Phone: (#10) 295-1022; FAX: (410) 269-7940

NA Nat ional Archives [}
8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001
Stiltl Picture ref.: (301) 7136625, Ext. 234
(Request addresses/price Iists of private vendors)

E. A. Kilde, Jr.
March, 2001
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at ional Archives, Naval Historical Ctr., Wash. Navy Yard.
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Vet’s Victory at Sea: Finding Lost Ship

m Memorial Day: O.C.’s Larry Tunks was aboard
when it sank in *44, and he remembered where.

By H.G. REZA
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Larry Tunks spent 55 years trying to forget the horror of
World War II until the recurring image of his sunken Navy ship
forced him to coniront it.

Tunks was lured back to the North Pacific in an effort to find
the U.S. minesweeper Perry, sunk off Palau by a Japanese mine.
Others—experts armed with
maps and wreck-diving ex-
perience—had tried to locate
the warship for years. Tunks,
equipped with his memory of
the sinking, found it.

“Something just told me I
had to go back,” said Tunks, 78. “I'm a guy whose ship got sunk
55 years ago. Fifty-five years later, I went back and found it. |
tried not to think about the war until this urge creeped up on me.
It turns out WWII and the Perry have always been a part of me,”
e : Although Tunks did not plan it this way, finding the Perry is a

FICHARD HARTOG / Los AngelesTimes 14450 Memorial Day tribute to his eight shipmates who died in
Larry Tunks spent about two years plan-  the mine explosion, he said.
ning his return to the North Pacific. Please see SHIP, Al4




Tunks, a Huntington Harbour
resident, set out April 27 to find his
ship after about two years of plan-
ning. Never mind that others who
make a living by finding and ex-
ploring World War II wrecks had

spent decades and thousands of

dollars looking for the Perry.

The ship, a destroyer converted
to a minesweeper, is the only U.S,
warship lost in the vicinity of Pa-
lau, where the bloody battle of
Peleliu was fought in 1944 by U.S,
ground forces. It rests on the sea
bottom along with 38 Japanese
ships sunk by the Americans in the
battle for Palau, a nation of islands
southeast of the Philippines.

Tunks found the Perry on May 1,
the day before his birthday. It lies
240 feet down, about 700 yards off-
ghore from Anguar, the southern-
most island of Palau.

Tunks plotted the wreck's loca-
tion over several months, drawing
from U.S. Navy records of the sink-
ing and a hazy recollection of
events. Too old to dive that deep,
he paid two divers to go down and
find it while he waited anxiously
above,

“There’s no question it's the
Perry. It's clearly an American ship
and a destroyer,” said Sam Scott,
an Olympia, Wash., native who has
been diving in Palau since 1983 and
owns a dive shop there.

Scott and underwater photogra-
pher Kevin Davidson have made
‘two subsequent dives to the Perry.
Davidson, originally from [llinois,
also lives on Palau. Since the ship's
discovery, four divers who make a
living taking thrill-seekers down to
explore Palau's underwater wrecks
have dived to the ship and affirmed
its authenticity. An expedition of
stateside divers is being formed to
examine the Perry in June or July.

Combination of Luck,
Something to Go on

unks’ finding is significant, said
diver Bill Remick, who grew up
on Kwajalein in the Marshall Is-

lands and tried to find the Perry
five years ago. Remick, an Arizona
state hydrologist, said he and other
divers “have known only disap-
pointment in our search for the
Perry.” ‘

“I spent a small fortune- looking
for the ship,” he said. *“When
you're looking for something that's
300 feet long and 45 feet wide, you
need something to go on or a iot of
luck. Sounds like Tunks had a little
of both.”

Tunks said the search for the
Perry cost about $10,000, which
was paid by him and'three fishing
buddies who wanted to share his
adventure. ' '

Redding resident Dan E. Railey,
who wrote “World War II Wrecks
of Palau,” a picture book about
Japanese ship and plane wrecks in
the nation's lagoons, said he also
searched for the Perry last year.

“It's one of very few U.S. war-
ships that didn't go down in deep
water,” said Bailey, a longtime

“diver, “It's rare in the diving com-

munity to find one you can reach.”
Part of the problem in searching

for the Perry was that most divers

were going by the Navy’'s coordi-

‘nates for the spot where it sank.

Tunks used his own caiculations

-and memory of where the ship was

in relation to the island when the

-mine exploded to determine that

the Navy's coordinates were off by

-about 2,000 yards,

The Perry was moored at Pearl
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, but escaped
Japanese bombs. [t steamed out of
the harbor, and its gun crews were
credited with downing a Japanese
plane, according to the “Dictionary
of American Navail Fighting
Ships.” '

The ship's Pearl Harbor ties
make it alluring to divers who ex-
plore World War II wrecks. The
Perry lies at the limit of a safe tank
dive, but it can be reached, Remici
said.

Finding the ship unleashed a tor-

rent of memories for Tunks. It was
also a moment for rejoicing. When




the two divers he hired surfaced
with thumbs up, Tunks said he tore
his clothes off and jumped in the
water between them in celebration,

Like many World War II vet-
erans, Tunks put the war out of his
mind when he returned in 1945 to
his Lincoln, Neb., home. Even-
tually, he settled in Southern Cati-
fornia, where he worked as a me-
chanical engineer. He seldom gave
his old ship, on which he had
served for three years, a thought.

But Tunks said that changed in
1998, when he read “The Greatest
Generation,” a book by NBC news
anchor Tom Brokaw about ordi-
nary Americans who preserved de-
mocracy by fighting fascism in
World War II at home and on the
‘battlefield.

“It was Brokaw's book that got
me thinking about finding my

ship,” Tunks said. “Reading it gave |

me a new understanding of what
my generation did. Many of us were
poor but patriotic. [Brokaw's] right.
We may just have saved the
world.”

The old sailor gets emotional
when he talks about Sept. 13, 1044,
the day that his ship went down.
The Perry, a {lush-deck destroyer
commissioned in 1922, had been
sweeping the water for mines in
preparation for the upcoming Pele-
liu invasion. :

L |
‘It was [Tom] Brokaw’s
book that got me thinking
about finding my ship.
Reading It gave me a new
understanding of what my
generation did.’

LARRY TUNKS
I

“It was frightening,” Tunks said.
“The mine exploded under the boil-

ers, sending steam and hot oil
gushing throughout. I saw a man
walk out of the engine room with
melting skin. An awful, awful
sight.,l

Two minutes after the mine tore
an 8-foot hole in the hull, the
Perry's captain gave the order to
abandon ship. Tunks, a member of

"a 3-inch-gun crew, jumped over the

side with the rest of the men.

The 120 or so surviving crew
members—their heads bobbing in
the water—were unwitting targets
for Japanese riflemen on Anguar.
Fortunately, none was hit. They
were picked up by two other ships
that came to the rescue.

An after-action report of the in-
cident dated Sept. 23, 1944, says
the crew reacted coolly “and in ac-
cordance with the highest Navy
traditions.” Although the ship was
listing 30 degrees to port and in.
danger of rolling over, crew mem-
bers managed to scoop up “‘service

‘records, pay accounts, ship's serv-

ice funds, registered publications
and navigation records” before
abandoning ship, the report says.

A Navy spokesman in Hawaii
said the Perry is still Navy prop-
erty and is considered a grave site.
However, no decision has been
made about how to proceed with
identifying it, he said.

It was happenstance that Tunks

"ended up on the Perry, the only

ship on which he served.

He was in the U.S. Army's 35th
Infantry Division in Arkansas
when he was ordered to change
services. Tunks was discharged
from the Army on Oct. 25, 1941,
and told to report to the Navy.

“T was the only one from my unit
who was sent to the Navy,” Tunks
satd. “One day I was in Arkansas, a
couple of weeks later I was in San
Diego. I never asked why. I just did
as [ was ordered. That's how things
were in those days. You did as you

_were toid.”







About The Editor
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Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war 1)

United States Ship_

Aaron Ward (DD-u483)
B8arton (DD-599)

Borie (DD-215)

Colhoun (APD-2)

corry (DD-4E3)

Cushing (0D-376)
DeHaven (DD-469)
Douglas H. Fox (DD-77%)

Drexler (DD-74&1 )
Duncan (DD-u485)

Emmons (DOMS-22 )

Fiske (DE=143)

Glennon (DD-620)
Halligan (DD-584 )
Hammann (DD-412)

Laffez {DD-459 )
Lansdale (DD-426)
McFariand (AVD-14)
Meredith (DD-726)
Monssen (DD-436)

Perry (OMS-17)

Preston (DD-379)
Spence (DD-512)
Strong (DD=467)

#alke (DD-416)

Notegs:
¥*

Date Sunk/

(Damaged)

oL/07 /43
11/13/42
11/01 /43
08/30/42
06/06 fuy

11/13/42
02/01 /43

(05/17/u5)

05/28/u5
10/12/82

O /06 /45
08/02 /4y
06/10/uy
03/26/u5
06/06 /42

11/13/42
oy /20

(10/16/42)

06/05/uy
11/13/42

09/13 4k
11/15/u2
12/18/44
07/05/43
11/15/u2

Area

Guadalcanal
Guadalfcanal
North Atlantic
Tulagi
Normandy

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal
Ok inawa
Ok inawa
Guadalcanal

Ok inawa

North Atlantic
Normandy

Ok inawa

Midway

Guadalcanal
Med iterranean
Guadalcanal
Normandy
Guadalecanal

Angaur/Pelel iu
Guadalcanal
Luzon, F.1I.
Cent. Solomons
Guadalcanal

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X % X K %X %

Total for two engagements with the enemy

Killed/
wounded’
Y2 71394+
164/32
27/00
51/18
24155

72/67
168/40
10/36
15&8/5u
48/35

£0/78
33/65
25/y9%
160/43
Bu/63

59/114
49/76
12/13
35/28
145/37

envz
117/26
315/24
45/61
82/us

1 Including those presumed dead more than a vear subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNAR (Ret.)

June, 2005
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Mariners! Museum Research Library, MNewport News, Virginia
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Nat fonal Archives 11 Library, Colleqge Fark, Maryland
3Nat ional D=Day Museum Library Collection, New Orleans, LA
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Naval Historical Center, Navy Dept. Library, Washington Navy Yard
; Qoerational Archives 3ranch, Washington Navy Yard
, Ships! Histories Branch, Washington Navy Yard

Naval war College, Naval Historical Collection, Newport, Rl
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2portland Public Library, Portland Room, Portland, Maine

Yrin can Sailors, Inc., Research Library, Somerset, Massachusetts
US Naval Academy, Nimitz Library Special Collections, Annapolis
U.S. Naval Institute, History Division, Seach Hall, Annapolis, MD

U.5. Navy Memorial'ls Research Library, Washington, 0.C.
USS Slater (DE-766) Library, Albany, New York

F & A A Kk Kk K ¥ N

Notes:
! Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal! Campaign:
Aaron ¥ard, Barton, Colhoun, Cushing, DeHaven, Quncan, Laffey,
McFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walke.

2 Only Bath-built ships: DeHaven, Drexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Spoence, Strang

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy 3eachhead: Corry, Glennon,
Meredith

4 3y appointment only: (508) 677=0515

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006
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