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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his |ife worth-
while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"1 served in the United States Navy."

- President John F, Kennedy, 1963
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HISTORY OF USS MC FARLAND (DD 237)

. The day Admirzl David Farragut said, "Damm thec torpedoes! Full
speed ahead!" and took his steam sloop HARTFORD through the narrows
between Forte Gaines and Morgan into Mobile Bay, & young man nemed
John McFarland was at the wheel. Lurking beyond the narrows, the
blg, new Confederate iron-clad TENNESSEE was defeated by being
rammed by each of Farragut's ships in turn. Admiral Farragut did
not forget the man who had gulded his flagship through the storm
of.: shot and shell. Quartermaster MgFarland was given a recommen-
dation for the intestinal fortitude he hnd displayed thzt dey,
vhen, protected by nothing more than a canvas dodger and his own
good luck, he had remnined at the wheel of the flagship:

The U. S. Navy also remsmbered John McFarlend, for, when de-
stroyer 237 was built, i1t was he whose name the sleek new four-
stacker bore. Built by the New York S8hip Building Corporation at
Camden, Ncw Jersey, USS MC FARLAND wag launched on 30 March 1920,

Miss Lopisa Hughes, daughter of the Commondent of the Philadelphie
Navy Yard served as sponsor. :

USS MC FARLAND wos one of the 156 destroyers of the 1,130 ton
class of 1917-18. Most of these destroyers were still on the

building ways whoh the Armistioe«f 1918 brought World War I to a
close. :

Commissioned on 30 September 1920, MC FARLAND Jjoined the :
Paciflc Fleet and went into the Philippines and the Chinz Station
vhere she remained for the next five years. Returning to the
U. 5. A, in the summer of 1925, she was one of 30 destroyers
of both ‘the Atlantic and Pacific Fleets assembled at New York in
July that year to receive thousands of interested visitors. The

destroyers of MC FARLAND!s type remnined the last word in destroyér
- eonstruction until the 1930ts.

By the tipge World War IT brokc out, destroyer design had been
radlcally changed and the old four-piper flushdeckers, the ones
that remained, were rapldly being converted into minesweepers,
fast transports or other auxiliary craft. Fourteen of them were

made over in 1939-1940 into seaplane tenders. Among them was
USS MC FARLAND, '

Her masts were cut down, her stacks shortened, her twelve,
triple-banked torpedo tubes were removed and even a few of her
4-inch guns taken off, to make room for the ges tanks, the big
crane, the repair shop, and the other paraphernelin necessary to
make heér what she was destined to be; a mopile, floating seaplene
base, able to scrvice and maintain the patrol bombers on their
long-range fighting and Scouting missions,
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On 7 December 1941, MC FARLAND was headed south when the news
of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor was received. BEvery gun
afloat was needed in the South Pacific and MC FARLAND, instead of
serving as a seaplane tender, was assigned to anti-submarine patrol.
While on this duty, forces were belng gathered to stop the Jap-
anese drive south. The Prench possession of New Caledonia, which
hod never acknowledged the Vichy traitors, became the United

States' maoin base. Jopanese submarines were present in numbers
to patrol around the fine herbor of Noumea.

- MC FARLAND drew her first blood from those watchful undersea
eyes vhen in July 1942 she sank the I-123, one of the big mine-
laying subs whith the Japs were reported to have built according
to Germon deslgn  With her 5.5-inch guns and her four torpedo
tubes, the I-123 was a formideble adversary for the little ex-
destroyer, but the "Galloping Mac's"” superior speed served her
well and her depth charges did their work,

Jop submarines were thick arsund New Caledoniz in those days
and only a few days after sending the I-123 to Davey Jones'

~locker, MC FARLAND rescued the 88 men crew of a Dutch freighter
- vhich hed been torpedoed by the Japanese. ' , _

‘On 2 August 1942, MC FARLAND received her Cetalina flying

boats, all six of them. She was lmmediately ordered to the
- Solomons and actunlly kept the sea lanes open for transports
which brought the initinl Marine force some five days later. The
"MAC" came out unscathed from her Guadalcanal venture though her
Catalinas did not fair so well. One was shot down by the Japs
though the crew was seved. Pulling themselves on top of a bare
rock where they remained for five days, MC FARLAND herself
- rescued the PBM survivors vwhile leaving Quadolcansl.

_ The latter part of August found MC FARLAND and her brood of
Catalinas pacing the Marines in their forward push to take
‘Henderson Field. She also returned twlce in September and not

until the air field wag 1in friendly hands d1d she revert to her -
- normal duties. She began bringing in gas, bombs and seriel tor-
pedoes without which the Henderson Fleld-based fliers could not
vie in the battle for aerianl supremacy over the Solomons.

~In spite of losing control of the air, the Japs still held
control of..the sea over Sealari Channel and the rest of "The Slot."
Therefore, all MC FARLAND's resupply voyages had to be made by
stealth and at dark. Her engings throttled down, she had to feel
her way inch by inch through the inky darkness of the enemy-infested
waters. With her letha)l cargo, discovery would have meant in-

stantancous death for ship and crew; nor wes the donger past when
she anchored to unlosad. :

It was during one of these missions that MC FARLAND almost
met her end. On 16 October she had once again made one of her
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mad dashes up the Channel and discharged most of her cargo to take
aboard 150 wounded men who vould still walk. One leat lighter
remained alongsidc to receive her aviation gas when suddenly there
was a general alarm. Sound gear had picked up & Jap submarine.
Before her deck crew could throw off the lines to the lighter,

MC FARLAND was underway. The current jammed the liphter zgeinst
her side while the ship tried to avoid the first dangcr. At this
point, another even more tmminent threat materialized from
above. Nine enemy planes suddenly peeled out of a cloud bank.
Esch of them carried two 500-~pound demolition bombs slung under
their wings. The first 2 missed altogether, though one bomb from
the second plane dropped close enough to throw water and splinters
&3 high as the bridge. The third plane was shot down less than a
100 yards away, by o direct hit from MO FARLAND's 3-inch guns.
Meanwhile, a flight of Army P-38's, homeward bound to Henderson
Fleld, had become aware of the "MAG's" plight. With their last
drops of gas they turned to the flight.

The Army squadron was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Bauer.
He himself shot down 3 more of the enemy planes before his gas
tank ran bone-dry and he was forced down into the dark see, never
-to be scen again. Bauer's fighter splashed 3 more of the enemy's
planes. But three more wcre stiil boring in - Two of these planes
were stopped dead by the "MAC's" 20 mil]imeter guns., The lone
remaining Jap plane kept boring in from astern end, &as his first
bomb hit far astern, the second made a direct hit, right on the
ship's tappering fantail where her depth charges were stacked.

The result of the combined explosion of the Jep's bomb and the
ship's depth charges sounded 1ike an ammunition dump blowing up.
The entire ship took to the alr, almost clearing the water and
every man aboard was thrown off his feet. Upon examining the ship

it was found that the deck from the amidship structure aft was
missing.

The gasoline barge, still hovering nearby, caught fire and
most of her cargo wemt skywards in one great blast. The weird
11lumination from the flaming barge gave the Ceptain,Lieutenant
Commander John . Alderman, and his executive officer, Lieutenant

Earle G. Gardner, their first chence to estimate the demage in the
- darknass for there were no lights aboard.

‘With her rudder gone, the stecering engine gone and the room
that had housed the steering gear now a cavernous opening, MC
FARLAND began to take a dangerous 1list. 1In all the destruction
~there was only cne consoling fact: the engines were still running!

Commander Alderman, determined to save his ship, set course
across Scalark Channel to Tulagi, 20 miles away, Steering with
his engines. There he ran her into s creck that was” later named
MC FARLAND in honor of the shipis visit there, and grounded her

in a mudbank. Covering her with heavy foliage the able hodied
began giving the wounded first aid.
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The camouflage wilted rapidly oand had to be renewed every day
as her crew worked like Trojans to make her seaworthy for the
voyage out of there. The Japs did thelr best to find the 1ittle
shlp that had been a stinging thorn in their side. In the first
ten dayc at the jungle "repair yard" the ship's company had to
knock off work and rush to battle stations no less than 30 times.
Somehow, probcbly through the struggle and will to 1ive of her

crew, the Japs failed to look through the peinstakingly prepered
camouflage of follage. _

When ct low tide they had their first chance to look at the
under-water battle damage, her men had reason to bless the unknown
designers of the sturdy little four-stack destroyers of 1917-18
vintege. Her struts were big and strong enough to hold & cruiser
together, and 1t was that solid construction that had held the

ghip afloat while her plates were peeling off her sides on the
run from Lunga Point to Tulagi. '

With torch and trip-hammer the crew set to work and patched
up the bottom and szides. Then her engineer officer got into a
huddle with his Chief Machinists' Mates and they came up with a
Jury rudder the likes of which the Navy had never seen before.

A blg rusty steel plate, discarded from some other part of the
ship served es the rudder. It wes lashed to a V-1ike structure
of tree trunks and the entire apparetus was towed astern, with
lines running from the logs to winches inboard. Right and left
rudder was a laborious affair of hauling in one side while slack-
ing up on the other. But "the thing" worked in some mysterious
manner. Thus equipped, MC FARLAND stcamsé from her hiding pleace
on Thanksgiving Day 19&2 and set course once more for Noumea.

The spirit of thonkfulness on the part of the crew was liberally

‘mixed with anxiety until they were safcly into the open sea where
they at lost could make a run for it.

At Noumetc the shipwright patched up the ship some more and in
‘addition gave her what was fondly hoped to be & better rudder
thon the jungle-conceived contraption constructed by the crew of
MC FARLAND. Lieutenant Chalmers, the ship's engineering officer
woaeg highly critical of the new rudder and swore vociferously that
his ovwn invention would have taken them to Pearl Harbor just
28 well. He may have been right, for on the way to Pearl Harhor,
MC FARIAND ran into o gale and the new rudder became jammed

athwertships and refuesed to budge. The ship steered the rest
of the way with her engines.

To balance her sideway drag, she trailed'forty fathoms of
anchor chailn from the starboard hawse. 1In this manner MC FARLAND
literally drugged herself comically and heroically, into Pearl
Harbor.
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At Pearl Harbor, MC FARLAND was repaired and =sent on to the
Navy Yord at San Francisco, where her stern was partially rebuilt.
Converted back to a destroyer again, MC FARLAND was pronounced
as ready for duty once again. However, her role in World War IT
had been reduced to that of operating off the California coast
vith carriers during training exercises and plane qualification
landings. There MC FARLAND spent the remainder of the war unti]
the inspectors decided she was tou far gone for & generzl overhaul .,

Before the cutting torches ripped open her sides, the gallant,
the tenacious, the fzithful MC FARLAND listed crazily in e mud-
bank at Bordertown, New Jersey. The cazual passersby blandly
looking ot a heap of scrap metal ingloriously rusting in a salvage
yard never suspected the great symbol of American spirit behind
the story of USS MC FARLAND from the bud banks of Tulagi to a
mudbank in New Jersey. There was no Oliver Wendell Holmes to5
stay the cutter's torch as in the case of "0ld Ironsides" and Uss
- MC FARLAND was decommissioned on 8 November 1945 and so5ld for

scrap in October 1946,

USS MC FARLAND (AVD 14) earned the Presidential Unit Citation
for service set forth in the following text:

"For outstanding performance during action against
enemy Japanese forces in the Southwest Pacific Area, June
20 to October 16, 1gh2. Serving in turn as a seaplane
tender, escort vessel, patrol boat, and cargo and troop
carrier the MCFARLAND, under constant threat of hostile
attack, delivered urgently needed supplies to American
troops on Guadalecanal until eventually disabled by Jap-
anese dive bombers and towed to port for repair. Her
restoration to combatant etatus, at o2 time when she might
easlly have been given up for lost, 1s a distinctive

tribﬁte to the courageous tenaclty of her officers and
men.

USS MC FARLAND-also earned two.Buttle Stars on the Asiatic-

Pacific Area Service Medzl for participating in the following
operations:

1 Star/Pearl Harbor-Midway -- 7 December 1941

1 Star/Capture and Defense of Guadalcanal - 16 October 1942
O ¥ X xR |
STATISTICS

LENGTH 314 feet . BE&M 31 feet
DISPLACEMENT 1,190 tons SPEED 35 knots

* % K K X %

Compiled: August 1952






E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
24 June 1994

U.S.5., McFariand (AVD-14 and DD=237)

Command ing Off icers in World War Il1:

USNA Ret.

Class Dates Aank

LCdr. Joseph L. Kane, USN 123 10/40~ 8/42 RAdm.
LCdr. John C. Alderman, USN 128 8/42- 1 /43 RAdm.
LCdr. Earle G, Gardner, USN '35 1/43= 4/4y Capt.
(?) H. S. Calvin (not USNA) - bluy-11 /45 (?)

L R I B Y I N R Y

Key Historical Dates:

31 JUL 1918 Laid down; N.Y. Shipbuilding Corp., Camden, N.J.
30 MAR 1920 Launched., Sponsor: Miss Louisa Hughes,
30 SEP 1920 Commissioned as DD-237, Philadelphia Navy Yard
2 AUG 15940 Redesignated AVD-14 (seaplane tender - destroyer).
5 OCT 1940 Recommissioned at Mare [sland, Calif.
16 OCT 1942 Damaged at Guadalcanal by a Jap dive-bomber.
29 DEC 1942 Returned to Pearl! Harbor Ffor repairs.,
! DEC 1943 Redes ignated a destroyer (DD-237).
8 NOV 1945 Decommissionéd at Philadelphia Navy Yard.
19 DEC 1945 Struck from the Navy [ist.

29 OCT 19468 Sold for scrap.






Obituary for Rear Admiral John Clement Alderman, USN (Ret. )*
1906 = 1976

Command ing Officer, U.S.S. McFarland (AVD-14)
August, 1942 = January, 1943

RAdm. John Clement Alderman USN (Ret.) |
died on 17 November 1976 in Laguna Beach. :
California. Memorial services were held on 21
November at the Unitarian-Universalist Fel-
lowship Church in Laguna Beach with inter-
ment in the Wilamette National Cemetery in
Portiand, Oregon. , 7 :

A native of Oregon, Admiral Alderman was
graduated with the Class of 1928 and went to
sea on board CotoraDO. He later took aviation
training and received his wings in 1930. His
first command was the World War I mine- |
sweeper PELICAN, converted 1o a seapiane
tender. During the early part of World War IT
the vessel was converted into a “‘mystery" |
ship which was designed to search out ;

. Japanese submarines. but before accomplish- -
ing any missions he was ordered to command
MCFARLAND and in this ship he participated in
the initial landing at Guadalcanal. The ship was
iater hit by Japanese aircraft and had to sail to
Pearl Harbor for repairs. He was awarded the
Navy Cross and the ship received the Presi-
dential Unit Citation for this service. His next
duty was at NAS, Brunswick. Maine, and he
.was awarded an honorary degree by Bowdoin
College while at this station. At the end of the
war he was commanding ANTIETAM. then be- |
came commander of the Naval Auxiliary Air
Station at Monrerey. California. He iater was
Chief of Staff, Commander Fleet Air in Guam
and also had duty to establish Fieet Air Wing _
One for which he received the Commendation
Medal. During the Korean War he commanded
BADOENG STRAIT and was awarded the Legion
of Merit for carrying out successful attacks
against troop concentrations in Korea. He later
directed the shore establishment division of the
Bureau of Aeronautics, then commanded
PrRINCETON. His final assignment prior to re-
tirement was as Commanding Officer of the
Naval Ajr Station at the missile testing center,
Point Mugu. California. He later joined a real
estate firm in California.

He is survived by his widow. Abigail. 2760
Park Avenue. Laguna Beach CA 92651, his
mother. a sister, four sons and four grandsons.

JOHN CLEMENT ALDERMAN 28 ]f
|

* Shipmate magazine; January-February, 1977
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Message Sent by Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief,
U.S. Pacific Fleet, to the Commanding Officer of the U.s.S.
Mcfariand (AvD-14), LCDR John C. Alderman, USN, on 17 OCT 19u2:

1206—8/M Base, P.H.—5-29-42—2300.

Heading: NEM 505

U. 8. 8. McFARLAND

_162239

RESTRICTED

FROM THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF PACIFIC FLEET QUOTE I 'LIKE YOUR

GUTS UNUOTE X

wWu/

Date Tor. O Sys. Freq, [ Use of Orig.

17 Oct, *42 | Tod [ Priority

. . . Routine
Fror_n. To: Information to: :“l")_eie_rr_é'd_':

cINCPAC MCFARLAND QOMATRSOPAC Visu:] :

COMSOPAC Release

Sqd. Comdr.  CO "XO OOD ENG GUN Fst. LT Comm Stores Cmssy A Eng.

Egitor'!s Note:

This message, sent the day after the McFarland
was hit by a bomb while unloading gasol! ine and munitions For
the Marines on Guadalcanal, was in recognition of LCOR Alder-
man's decision to complete the del ivery of his very badly
needed cargo in spite of an order to retire from the araa due
to the danger of an air attack.
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COMSQPAC FILE

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE

OF THE UNITED 6TATES PACIFIC FLEET
ERADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER

In the name of the President of the United States,
the Commander South Pacific Area and South Pacific Force
tekes pleasure in awarding the NAVY CROSS to

LIEUTENART COMIANIER JOHN C. ALDERMAN, UNITED
STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For extraordinary heroism sand distinguished
service 1n the line of his profeasion as -Command-
ing Officer of the U.S.8. MCFARLAND while on
speclal missions in the Solomon. Islends ares during
the perlod August 8, 1942 to October 15, 1942. On
repeated occasions, Lieutenant Commender ALIERMAN
courageously entered the Solomon waters to assist
ln the task of protecting the veluable supply lanes
to Guadalcanal, in support of our land and sea de-
fenses of that island. With utter disregard for his
own safety, he exposed himself to the ever-present
danger of hostile air attacks. On one occasion, his
ship was 30 severely damaged that it wes thought to
be of very little value for further combat duty. By
his perseverance, determination and techniecal ability,
he made the necessary repairs to his ship, under the
most adverse conditions, so that she was able to con-
tinue in the service of her country. His heroic con-
duct was in keeping with the highest traditions of

the Naval Service."™

W. F. EAISEY,
Admirel, U. 3. Xavy.

Temporary Cltation






3 e o : e . .
The U.S5.5. McFarland (AVD-1u4) on 17 May 1942, during an overhaul! at the Pear! Harbor Navy rard. (The large
stack and the taller of the two masts belong to the inboard ship.) Wwhen the McFarland was converted from a
Worid War [ flush-decker destroyer to a seaplane tender in 1940, her two forward boilers were replaced by a
tank for 30,000 gallons of avgas. Her twelve torpedo tubes were removed, and her four 4-in,/50 single-pur-
pose guns were replaced with two 3-in,/50 dual-purpose quns on the bow and stern. The gas line running art
along the side rfrom the tank area midships was located externally to reduce the fire hazard. U.S.N. photo.
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This broadside view of another Flush-decker destroyer converted to a seaplane tender, the U,S$.S. ¥Williamson
(AVD-2), shows how the U.S5.8., McFariand (AVD-14&) looked when she saw action in the Southwest Pacific dur ing
on the bow and after deckhouse), four 20-mm. machine cannons forward

raft-servicing boats in

1942: two 3~inch/50 dual-purpose guns
of the two shortened stacks, a crane amidships for | ifting out PBY engines, two airc
was also armed with two .50-cal iber air-cooled mg-

davits and a single depth-charge rack astern. The "Mac”
chine guns on the after deckhouse and two depth-charge projectors ("K'-guns). (orficial U.5. Navy photo.)

I
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This 1941 or 1942 view of the McFarland'!s sister ship, the U.S.5, Ballard (AVD-1C), shows the layout of
.50~

these flush-decker destroyers converted to seaplane tenders prior to World War (i. Here, the four
cal. water-cooled machine guns just forward of the stacks have not yet been replaced by 20-mm. Oerl ikon
machine cannons, and in the stern view (next page), the Ballard has a depth-charge rack but has not yet

received any depth-charge projactors ("K"-guns). (U.S. Navy photograph. )
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Afong with the McFarland, the U.5.5. Ballard (AVD-10) acted as a cargo and troop carrier in late 1942,
ferrying munitions and gasol ine from the Advance Base at Espiritu Santo to the Marines on Guadalcanal.
She, also, had Japanese torpedoes pdss under her without exploding while transiting "Torpedo Junct ion"
and Indispensable Strait. A crew member remembers that they were reported sunk three times by the fe-
male Japanese radio propdganist "Tokoyo Rose." The Ballard was not damaged at Guadalcanal, and later,
she particfpated in the invasion of Saipan as a patrol vessel. {U.5. Navy photograph.)
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REPORT ON SUBMARINE ATTACK ON JULY 15) 1942 OFF

BULARI PASSAGE NEW CALEDONIA

" BULAR! PASSAGE, NEW' CALEDONIA AT 1102,
, - WHILE ON ASW-PATROL. ATTACKS. MADE-ON »fn
SOUND "AND SIGHT,:CONTACTS BY MC FARLAND
AND B-26 -BOMBERS WHEN BOW- MOMENTAR|LY

. FORWARDING OF REPORT OF ACTIONVINSIDE . - -

L Al -







U. S. 8. McFARLAND AVD-14

1. "MoFARLAND was on 1nterﬂitt§ﬁ£??§33§€’Eﬁﬁf??EﬁF“ﬁi_
Bubmerline lisgtening watch Just inside Bulari Passage, nEQFcaiﬁf
donia. 8Iix Army B-26's came overhead and slgnalled for torpedo
run training outside the entrance. Ship got underway and Prooeed-
ed out of harbor or base course 230°, speed 15 knots, Ship was in
"Conpdition I" both for protestion going out of harbor and to trainp
AA personnel while acting es target for tha Army planes.

2e When about 3 miles outside the entrance a doubtful
submarine ocontact wae obtained bearing about 190 degrees distance
about 1300 yards. Ship was swung to this heading snd speed re-
duced to 10 knota for oareful tracking. Sound operatars raeported
contact still doubtful as the range deorsased but that echoes werd
getting sharpsr. The final opinion was "good contact", Target
widih was reported as about 10 to 15 degrees, no propeller noises
wore heard. Water noiges were high. Cormanding Officer decided
to attaock if rup continuocd normal down o dropping point. It was
decided to use a medium depth pattern ss s submerine would prob-
ably have seen the six B~-26's milling eround the area, and poss-
ibly the HoFARLAND standing out.

3. The following date were reorded by the Command ing
Officer as he conned the ship for the attack:

Sub. Bearing Distance

180 1050

175 950

175 850

- - 700

168 650

163 650

161 600

160 550

155 500 :

150 L50 20 degree left lead angle taken speed increas-
ed to 15 knots,

- - 4,00

150 375

- - 350

- - 300

150 260

1L5 200

145 190

- - 160 Oontact lost (ilo evasive taetics were noted

although the Commanding 0fficer hed an imprese
gion that the sub mizht be turning left.)






U. S. 8. McFARLAND AVD-14

contects wore depth-charged at ITLZ =na ILIZY

"no sub”., These were in close to reef., Flenes, both Army and
Havy, also sided in the search. MeFARLAMD's sound gear wae not
operating too satisfastorily so assistance was requested from
the HMIZE GALE. Surface ship search was maintained until 1700
by MoFARLAND and 1700 to dark-by the GALE, At derk orders were
rooeived from Commander A{reraft South Paucific Force to clear
area of surface ships for plane radar search. HOFARLAND effect-
ed repalre on sound gear by 0500 the next morning and made a
retiring search to 18 miles from the entrance the next daye. XNo
contacty were made, The reefs for ten nilles on each side of the
entrance were searched by four picket boets. These also made
daily trips for five days to the sinking aree to searoh for debris,

8. The fellowing day detelled dosoriptions of the sub
were obtained from numerous people. The main characteristics
seen were: (a) Bow high out of water angle estimated 20 to 65°.
Turn of the keel at the bow was seen. Some people reported sce-
iag L, or 5 feet of the keel,

(b) Top to vertical center of coaning towsr seen some
time after bow appeared and of a size about 1/4 to 1/5 of the
amount of bow showlng.

{c) Conning tower fairly close to bow.

(d) One periscope.

(e) Conning tower and periscops engled aft 20 to 30
degrees fronm surface of water.

{f) Sub listed to starboard about 10 degrees.

(g) Nothing seen of stern or anything aft of conuing
tower exzcept bubtling water (very agitated)r

C (h) Bow nainted black znd sppeared freshly painted
(no red lead etc.). This unight indicnte sub was just out of
overhigul Oor new,

(1) Periscope arpeared to be painted a light blue-gray
or danll whlte. .

(3} Yo gun was seen - (Frobably never cmerged judzing
by the sngle at waich the sub surfaced.) One :an stated he saow
the gun but 3ince over 50 people saw the sub without soceing a zun
this sian's stateent can not be confirmed.

(k) :io not cutter was installed.

-3~
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(b) Agalnst (a) above are:

l. Presence of oll was notdefinitely determipn-
able, About three fourths of .the numerous observ-
ers including of ficers, stated they believed the
gllioks seen co:tained oll 4n addition to depth-
charge residue. It so happened that this submar-
ine appeared in the original depth charge residue
8o that 1f o1l were present it would heve had to
be mixed with the resegidue, It is definite that
one or two charges in the first ettack and at
least one in tho second and one in the third were
very black eompared with the ligzhter browan of the
siater charges. One warrant mackinist (from a
main deck view) stated he saw oil stresks 4in the
residue that gave off bright reflecting oolors,
quantity apparently not large,

2. Although submarine did not begin to sink
after emerging with bow up, until 4%t had been hit
once or twice by three~inch shells, its crew may
have been vorking t¥o regain conirsl as the conning
tower then appeared in sight and the angle of in-

cllnetion of bow was less, pertapsa about 20 degrees.

Several compotent observers stated that the stern
sank egeln after it rose to the above angle., The
sudb did sink sterna first with bow up at lesat 20
doegrees, a starboard 1list of 7 to 10 degrees and
with no headwey. It should be rerenbered also
thet sub may have recelved a bomb hit just as it
wag disaprearing and was depthe-charged twice again
after 1t disappeared in the above awkwsrd manner.

3. In the afterncon depth-charging, barrages
-of two and ons depth-chzrpes were dropped. Toth
were on objects belleved not to be movinz, The
first coizsisted of two depth charpes set at 50
feet (water 90 feet) and oxly 750 yards from where
swells were breaking on the reef. Hothing came of
this that was out of the ordinary. As the ship
was swircging to starboard away Irom this bLarrage
a second contact was nmade about 800 vards 1o sea-
ward from the abovo contact, These doubtful con-
tacts were in towerds the reef, 3.5 niles bearing
about 150 degrees from originel contact. They
were depth-charged mainly ss it was not Lrnown how
a gsub echo would sound with a reef dback-ground
(sub on bottom). Two chorges were ordersd dropped
on the latter contact but only cne vent off as the
rack Jamed - depth of vater not detcrmined.

" =5-
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quickly and mctéd with great despstch. They came down to 30
feet above the sub while the ship wag still shelling 1t and
thereby sccepted grave danger to themselves in an effort to ex-
terminete the enemy. Their efforts mey well have been respons-
ible for a neceded finishing touch to disable pernanently the
Japanese submarine,

11. Summary of search operations after original attack:

1131 to 1700 1Bt day ~ MoFARLAND,

1700 to dark " n GALE,

Dark to dawn " nf¥ght - Redar plane {Ordered by
COMATIRSGPAC)

O

Davn to 1700 2nd dey ~ leFARLAIID.
1700 to dark " " GALE,

Darx to dswn " night ~ Rader plsne.
Numorous Havy and Army planes both days.

GALE - from just inside Amedee for next six days.
Picket boats from Houmea (Port Director) 5 days,
Plane sgarch during sixth day by Commandins Officer,
Mc FARLAND,

Commending Officer CURTIS3 reported radar planes
covered possible speeds of sub curing the nigzht
searches. ' )

A A P, PR ATy Ty g W Ty oy
K e o
o R gl L S L e L St Spgt® Spugt®

Ll

i1z. The Commanding Offlcer realizes that the question
will naturzlly arise: "Vhy weren't the waste and the paper dobris
recovered?” The only answer avallable is that the ship was still
trying to sink the submarine when the debris was seen, not trying
to prove it. lle is also under no illusions as to the effective-
ness of a depth-charge barrage from an AVD., These vesssls have
300 pound charges, a single 8-charge rack astern, and one single
depth-charge projector on each side. 08t destroyers have two
racks astern, 2 or 3 single projectors on each side and 600 pound
charges are used in the racks. In order to rmake a "kill"™ an AVD
must lay its barrage more accurately, and should expect a damaged
eneny gubnerine on a slngle attack rather than a "iill™, much
more frequentl: than an sverage destroyer. Tor these reasons it
is felt that prompt relentless search immedieately af'ter an attack
18 more esscntlal for desired rssults then to expend part of the
linited time avallable to recover debris which nay be available
later.

Commander Alrcraft, Scoutineg Force's Confidential
letter A16-3(0288) of Harch 5, 1942, in para~raph 31, after dis-
cussing alr bubbles and o0il states: "If she does not re-m:pear
soon on the surface it ray mean that she is going down "not under
control™ and if in ocean depths she will finally collapse and be
a total loss without any further evidence appearing on the sur-

-7-
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ADDINDA.

Since in the subject attack the question of diesel oil
on the surface was much debated, the Cormanding Officer (leading
the opposition) was invited to witness a test of how diesel oil
looks when mixed with ses-water,

A ten-gsellon can contalning 8 gallons of diesel oil was
lowered over the side while the ship was manchored in 8 fathoms of
water, Sone free oil wos dumped out of the punctured can Lefore
it sank (weighted). _

Results of test:

l, Free oil on the surface in heavy quantities is
a light fresh brown (sumlight) about the same color as the light
brovn of the depth-charge residue, Bubbles end sheet oil rapidly
break up and disappear leaving light oil streaks on the water.
(Sea condition intermittent white-capped waves; wind about 10
knots), 01l streaks do not last long. An intermittent alick is
fornied from which bright refleocting colors can be seen from a few
certain angles in relation to the sun. Large parts of the slick
even then do pot reflect but appear dull., Slick seened to drift
with wind (and current)very rapiclyP., The oil wee vut over amid-
shlps and was clear of the ship in a few minutes. Vthen an 100
yards astern 1t looked like an ordinary intermittent wind slick
and toolk thut shape. It was lesa evident from the bridge than
fron the nain deck.

« The NMaohinist who stated he had seen the oll in
the subject submarine attack stated the refleocting streaks seen
on the test were similar to whzt he saw durling the stteck. 1In
the latter he csme up on the bridge to report the oil refleoctions.

: J. Conclusions: The Comanding Officer was cxtrane-
ly surprised at how dirfficult it was to see g diesel o0ll slick
during average sca conditions. The appearance bears prmoticsally
no relation to what the heavy fuel oll in Fearl Earbor looks llke;
end very littie to vhat s volatile oil or gascline looks like in
caln water. It would te beneficial for interested parties to con-
duct a similar test. !lormally eight sallons of diesel oll is
conaidered a fairly large quantity, but the slick it mede was
neglipgihle, as was the amount of reflectineg surface seen. Iow
rmich absorption takes place 2t lower depths than 8 fathoms is not
known Lut probably considersbly riore than occurred in the subject

tast.

Le The Commanding CLficer had to be shovm in the
Sub ject case and it is supposed others must slso. The test 1s
simple, quiok and inexpensive 1f the right westher conditions ob-
tain. Since the Commanding Officer vas the maln champion cgainst
"no oll evidence™ 1n the subjJect sttack, it 1s freely admitted
that previous convictions have bsen considerably shaken.

-1-
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Serial ‘No. 043

CONFIDENTTAL July 24, 1942.
From: The Commanding Officer,

To: The Commender South Pacifie Force.

Via: The Commander A;rcraft South Pacifiec Force.
Subject: Report on Submarine Attack on July 15, 1642 off

Bulari Passage, New Caledonia.

1. There 1s forwarded herewith an account of the
actlon taken against an enemy submarine on July 15, 1542 by
this ship,

o om & = e S M e e o S o e e o e - o mEm m o A = - e o e e

Copies to: COMINCH
CINCPAC
COMATRSOPAC
COMPATYWINGSPAC
COMDESFPAC
COMPATWING TWO
COMGEN, N.C.
WAR DIARY
FILE,

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
AVDI14&/A16 S ATRCRAPT SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE

i 043 24 July, 1942,
Serial or ’ 25 JUL 19&’2-

From: Commender Aircrdft, South Pacific Force,
To= Commender;8outk-Pacific: Force,
Torwarded.
2, While tnere may be jsome doubt as to the

ainking_of;hheaahdmydsubmaiiﬁe;mﬁhere-45unéne-as+¢oétﬂe
prompt and sound action by McFARLAND in the A/8 attack
described or as to the ready and intelligent cooperation

of the Army aircraft involved, Such action was commendable
and will, sooner or later, result in enemy sinkings,

Copy to:

CO McFARLAND,

CO US Army Air Forces, Neow Caledonia.






U.S5.S. McFarland (AvVD-14)

On 26 July 1942 the McFarland rescued survivors of the torpedoed Dutch
freighter S.S. Tjinegara from three [ ifeboats and took them to Noumea,
New Caledonia. Seventy=four survivors were transferred there to boats
from the U.S.5. Curtiss (AV-4) and the U.S. Army. This photo, courte-
sy of LT Carl! C, Ellis, shows survivors being helped aboard the "Mac",







U.5.5. McFarland (AVD-t4)







Guyadalcanal and the Solomon Islands in World war [i
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Noumea to Rabaul. (Courtesy Australian War Memorial)

In the summer of 1942 the Solomon Isiands, streaming &00 miles
southeast from New Britain (upper left), assumed a great strategic
importance. For the Japanese, their seaplane base at Tulagi (center)
and the airfield they were completing on Guadalcanal formed part of a
defensive perimeter for their principal base at Rabaul. For the
United States, these pbases in the lower Solomons threatened both her
supply lines to Australia and her advance bases in the New Hebrides
and on New Caledonia.

The decisive Guadalcanal Campaign began on August 7, 1542, when
the U.S. Marines seized both Tulagi and the airfield across the bay.
It ended six months later when the Japanese evacuated their remaining
troops.

The victory was truly a turning point in the Pacific war. A
captured Japansse document read, "Success or failure in recapturing
Guadalcanal . . . is the fork in the road which leads to victory for
them or for us." After the isliand was secured the Japanese offensive
was over, and the Allies began their long island=hopping march to

Tokyo Bay.
E. A. Wilds, Jr.

February, 1996






PBY-5 Catalina flying boats being refueled by a smaill seaplane tender, prob-
ably a 1,766-ton Barnegat-closs "AVP", in the Aleutians during worid War I1.
Simitarly, the McFarland refusfed five Catalinas on August 5, 1942, at Ndeni
in the Santa Cruz Istands before they commenced their sector searches to de=-
tect any Japanese forces which might oppose the August ?th landings on Gavu-
tu, Tulag! and Guadaleanal. { Photograph from the USN] collection.)







e

As a mother ship for six of these Catalina Flying boats (PBY's)
spare parts,

S Sk

the Mcfarland provided gasoline, ammunit ion,
repair materials and a place for their nine-man crews to relax between missions, PBY-5 Catali-

nas were powered by two 1,200-h.p. Pratt & Whitney radial engines giving them a maximum speed of 195 mph and
a range of 4000 miles. A 104~Ft, fabric-covered wing provided great !ift and carried their ent ire fuel
of 1,750 gallons, The wingtip floats were retractable to reduce drag.
chine guns (two .30-cal. in the bow and two .50-cal.
torpedoes or eight depth charges.

load
Their armament consisted of four ma-
in the beam bl isters) and either two tons of bombs, two

{ Photograph from the U.S5. Naval I[nstitute collection.)
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WAYFERS 173 (REY. t=td) DECK LOG—ADDITIONAL REMARXS SHEET EONTHEBEMNTFAE
Y

wateo srates swn__MCFariand (AVD-14) Friday 16 October 42

{Dur} { Dair) CAfomid)

ADDITIONAL REMARKS

00-0O4: Steaming singly enroute Espiritu Santo Island to Lunga Point,
Guadalcanal Island, on course 345 T & PGC, 339 PSC, at standard speed
16.7 knots, 200 R.,P,M.. Boilers nos. 1 and 2 in use for steaming
purposes, Ship darkened, in condition of readiness three. 0122:
Changed course to O4t T & PGC, 036 PSC., 0306: 0306: Changed course
to 319 T & PGC, 311 PSC. Average steam 250, average R.P.M. 200,

R. W. Evans
Lt.(jg ), USNR

Ok-08: Steaming as before. Ou4S; General Quarters. 0530: Changed
course left to 270 T & PGC. 0535: Changed course left to 090 T &
PGC. O0540: Changed speed to one third. O5ut;: Changed course [eft
left to 270 T & PGC. 0O54u; Changed to standard speed. 0552: Lighted
ship., 0555; Changed course to 090 T & PGC, 0510: Changed course to
280 T & PGC. O0615: Changed course to 300 T & PGC, 0630: Changed
course left to280 T & PGC. 0636: Changed course left to 250 T & PGC,
0650: Changed speed to full. 0631: Changed course to 270 T & PGC.
0655¢ Changed course to 090 T & PGC; changed speed to standard.

0659: Changed course to 120 T & PGC; changed speed to two thirds.
0707: Changed speed to standard. 0710:; Changed speed to full.
Average steam 250; average R.P.M., 206,

G. Gemmill
Lt.(jg), USNR

08-12: Steaming as before. 0810; Changed course to 180 T & PGC,

176 PSC. 0830: Changed course to 170 T & PGC, 167 PSC. 0855:
Changed to standard speed. Changed course to 090 T & PGC. 0925,
Changed course to 000 T & PGC, 350 PSC. 0940 Changed speed to fuill.
Changed course to 315 T & PGC. 0OSu2: Changed course to 305 T & PGC.
1050: Changed course to 288 T & PGC, 278 PSC. 1140: Changed course
to 270 T & PGC, 260 PSC. Made daily inspection of magazines and
smokeless powder samples; conditions normai,

G. Gemmill
Lt.(jg), USNR

12-16: Steaming as before. 1247; Commenced steaming at various
speeds on various courses approaching anchorage. 1324: Anchored in
20 fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chain to the port anchor,
4,000 yards east of Lunga Point, Guadalcanal, Solomon Ilslands.
1325; Commenced unloading deck cargo to landing barges alongside.
1410: General Quarters for air raid alert. Sl ipped anchor. Under
way on various courses at various speeds; standard speed 15 knots,
177 rpm. 1415; Secured from General Quarters; maneuvering to pick
up anchor buoy. t&h4: Picked up anchor buoy and reshackled anchor
chain. Average steam 250; average rpm 24,2,

F. S. Dean, Jr,
Lieut., USNR



16-20: Anchored as before. 1715: Under way on-var ious courses at
various speeds with landing barges in tow alongside, maneuvering clear
of submarine reported west of Lunga Point, Standard speed 15 knots,
177 rpm. 1750: Attacked by nine Aichi-type 99 dive bombers. Each
plane dropped two medium size bombs. First seven planes made no hits.
Last two planes hit gasoline barge in tow alongside starboard quarter.
Barge was cast loose and left aflame. Approximately twenty men were
on barge. At least one bomb from last plane hit stern of ship near
depth charge track, blowing stern, rudder and steering engine orf.
Casualties to own shipl!s force est imated at eleven missing, four-
teen wounded. Casualties to walking-wounded Mar ine passengers, un-
known. One dive bomber shot down by 20-mm battery; one damaged by
same. 1829: Maneuvering ship towards Tulagi Harbor using engines to
steer. 1930: Secured main steam stop to port engine. 1950: Tank
lighters and PT boat took ship in tow off entrance to Tulagi Harbor.
Darkened ship. '

F. S. Dean, Jre
Lfeut.' USNR

20-24: In tow as before, 2050: Fire |n after crews compartment.
Flooded after magazine. 205u: Fire extinguished. 2100: YP boat
from Tulagi took ship In tow. 2340: Anchored in Tulagi Harbor, Solo-
mon lIslands, in 10 fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chain to the
port anchor, Commenced survey of damage to ship and transfer of dead
and wounded to Tulagi Island.

F. 8., Dean, Jr.
Lieut., USNR
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U. 8. S. McFARLAND AVD-14
LA TIED - OPHAY INST 530040
4ttt Jhﬂhézﬁf Decenber 15, 1942,

% -~he Commanding Officer,

The Commander-in-Chief, TU.S. Pacific Fleet.
‘The Commander Aireraft,; South Pacific Force.
The Commander South Pacific Force.

Subject: Action, repoft of.

Reference: (a) U.S. Navy Regulations, Arts. 712 and 874(6).
(b) T.S.S. MCFARLAND ilailgram 262230 October, 1942,
to SECHAV. (Revort of casualties).

Enclosure: (A) Pertinent extracts from Ship's Wer Diary.
(E) Photographs. :
(C) Executive Officer's Report.
1. This letter together with its enclosures is sub-

nitted as the report required by reference (a).

2. The ship was in the Tulagi - Guadalcanal area for
a period ol about a month and a half. Because of rather unusual
and possibly interesting ocecurrsnces during this period the re-
port of the actual engagenent with the eneny has been extended,
The narrative of events is told by pertinent extracts from the
War Diary, viiich was elatorated as necessary to sive the detailsz
requirsd by a report of this nature. The bhotosrapis, enclosure
(Z), are included to indicate the dawage to the ship and how she
was canouflaged. | ‘

3. iio citation for any particular officer or wnan has
been proposed as a result of this action, nor has any recommend-
ation been subnitted for meritorious advancement in rating. This
is because it is considered that all hands acted tozether as a
team. Like a good team it had no cutstanding members. 4ll were
stars, and in ordsr to coummend ore it is necessary to praise then
all,

. In supprort of this the following are offerad as
azples of accomplishuent azong the many vhich canme to the
of the Comizndinz Officer.

ve Cfficer) "hit the nail
Mura Island at éawn

ES
[
s - = e ~ e Ae Ar d
rins varrLns wWinas al
hal
.

(a) The Tavizaetor (Zxec:
cn tihe he=d" in maiiinz land
on October 16th aftar encoun

St A e —~ M 2 el de -
currents during tie nizht. 7
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- U. S. S. McFARLAND AVD-14
AVD-14— /516-3

Serial No. ._052 _ SECRET

Subject: Action, report of,
ation at RIKGEOLT when the Commanding O0fficer was
assigned to comrsand that base. This meant a big
job to do, and the Cormanding Officer explained this
to the ship's officers. The next day all the offi-
cers who could be spared from the ship asked, with-
out prompting, to be put to work. It was the Com-
rmunication officer who first set up Radio Tulagi,
the Air Officer who supervised the construction of
the Navel Alr Station at Halavo; the engineéring
officer who laid the foundstion for an adégquate boat
repair shop, and the Executive 0fficer who Started
the base along the lines of proper organization.

The men too, volunteered to help, and be-~
came the key =en in their departments in the subse-
quent developnent and operation of the base.

L, The casualties in the action were reported by
reference (b). The Commanding Officer considers that all rien
listed as "missinzg" are dead bevond a reasonsble doubt. Under
similar future circu:stances it would seent desirable if these
nen could be declared dead vwithout positive identification for
the benefit of dependents at home.

S5 The experience gained in carrying cargo to CACTUS
and-in cormanding the naval base at RINGEZOLT has led to thke con-
viction that additional solutions should be sought %to the prob-
lem of supplyinz an advanced base against enemy opposition.

The following suggestions are offered as being of possible appli-
cation:-

{a) Desiznate the naval activities at an important
advanced base a2s & task force. Ilake the task force con-
nander responsible :for all naval operations within the
advanced base area.

(b) llake suitable weight handling and noving equip-
~=ent part of the decl: load of the first ships to be
unloaéed st an sdvanced base. In particular zrovide
plenty ol cranes.

(c¢) In the initiel load of equip:ent provide tor-
redo nets vith handling facilities, and have at least
one position in which a ship car unlosd without fear
of subniarines.

- 3=
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Serial No, _. 052 -_-SECRET

‘December 15, 1942,
Subject: Action, report of. |

—-—-------------‘--‘-----------.

to the nearest large seaplane tender or aircraft base,
and habitually carry only small items of knovn utility.

. ATLDERMAN

---——-----—--———_-n— - e B Em ae e = W e e s

Distribution:
1 advance copy to COITIICH,
1 Copy %o COIIATIRPAC
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The twisted remains of the McFariand's after deckhouse after she was hit by an ensnmy
dfve~bomber off Guadalcanal on 16 October 1542, looking aft towards the bitts on tha
port deck-edge, The main deck art of these bitts was totally destroyed, along with
the rudder and steering engine. The ship could maneuver using her engines, but with
considerable flooding, there was a real danger that she would sink or beach in enemy
territory. (Photo from the U.S.S. McFariland (AVD-14) act ion report of 15 DEC 1942,)







U. §. 5. McFARLAND AVD-14

Serin"i Na.

From: = - ‘The Executlve Dfficer. i e
.TO"jl'vf;_;: The Commanding Ufficer..ny; Ul ent o
Subaect'“‘““ Japanese Bomblng Attack of October 16 19L2 - ff?

| N Report of-..:. o T : .
Reference" (a} Artzcle oL ‘U.S. I“avy Regulations, 1920.

L l. ~The- follow:.ng report “of the Su'bject ﬂCtion_ is R
. submltted in.accorﬂance with reference {a).1w'é_ N

o 2. . The HbFARLAND was pumplng bulk aviatlon gaso- :
line into drums on a large sectional barge and one tank light-
er secured alongside, 'on the afternoon of October 18, l9h2. .
The ship wms anchored zbout 500 vards east of Lunga.P01nt -
Guadalcanal Island, B.S.I.P. approximately 300 yards fron the L

beaph. - The cargo of 37 11 emmunition, aireraft flarés, 12. .
torbedoés, 188 druns of avgas and 20 drums of evlibe had gl-

ready been unloaded. The barge was secursd slongside to star- .

“board, abreast of the galley deckhouse.,ﬂ;he tank lighter wvas
alongside to Port- - ;;,,.H._..WM,.".,_»' .M'J T AR N

L “B.TT¥*QS Throughouu the unload*nv of the cargo the boats
proceedinﬁ to ‘the ship to be loaded brouvht ‘meny passengers and -
60 walking hospltal patients for evacuetion to BUTTON. A list
of the aribulatory patients’ was Turnished but no list of the -
other evacuees was received. One group brought the word that
thz last group to board the ship would bring .a complete list.
Among the anbulatory patlents were rany dia*nosed as "war
neuroulcs":f : _ e el N

h.1w,'g At 1710 we rnceived word from the sﬁore atatlon
that a submarine periscone hzd been sighted rounding Lunpge Point.
Special sez detalls were stationed, the anchor was we1ﬂhed and
2t 1715 ship got undervay and SUOOd out on eneasterly course
wit; the- bar?e and tanl llghter alongside. The pu4p1n~ ol gas-
oline was. ‘continued. The I7cFARLAD nen assisting on the barge
were re"allnd to the ship in case it became necessary to cast
i t was believed thst by wmaintaining 1/3._speed the ship
culd lreep ahead of the submerged submarine and at the sarne
v14e re atle to discharze thz remzinder of theibulk gasoline.,
The barze had motive nower of itz ovm and wouid have been able
to meke its vey back to the teach with its loead after beln' cast

(o Jriprigh
-1-
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Che T At 1 OO the shore station was asked 1f the condl-

: tlon was Red {eueﬂy alrcraft overhead), a negatlve answer was .

. Teceived at 1705, At 1710 many fichters weére observed taking -

- off fronm the airport. At 1710 the followlng message was sent to -

- the shore station: "ARE FIGHTERS TAKING OFF TO0 REPEL RAID", The .
~'following answer wag received at 1715: “FIGHTERS ARE PRACTICING -
WEW TACTICS." In view of these replies to our enguiries the -
_“specia1 sea details were kept at their stations insteed of send-
. ing the crew to general quarters.. . At 1725 the shore .station was
notified of the shlp s plang by the message: “AJ STAﬂDIHG DOV
-.CLALJEL TOW’TG PARGLS UN”IL ALL:FILLED "Pi-,- e _

V“6*“ bt Whlle proceedlng at’ 1/3 speed o tte eastward the

shlp at 1750 was attacked by Jepanese .dive bormbers. :*The ‘piumber
“‘and type of the attatking planes was reported as. nine, ‘Aichi 99
Dlve Bombers. ' The atteck was made from the starboard side. T

4id not observe the:-attack as I was engaged in clearing a jam ..
~in ;the Browning Automatic Rifle which I use at .general quartersr

Th tvo starboard 20 1TI guns opened fire and meintained a cur-

tain during the ept*re atteck. The two air cooled aviation 50

‘caliver machine guns on the after deckhouse maintained their
Pire until put out: of action by a bomb hit.. Mumber one 3% gpn ;
expended orie round.’ One plane was shot doxm.in flames by #3 20 ' S
©1I7 gun 1anned by ZAJHAR Louis, 3¢, U.3.M.; another plane was

daﬂa"ed by #4 .20 7! gun nenned dby COLLLMS Gustave B., Bl2c, :

;F.a.“._‘ £y wag observed wobbling and later jettlsonlnﬂ 1ts bozibs

af er havlnt pa sed over the shlp.zi ' o . e :

- 7.-‘ : Vach pTane renortedlv ﬂropned'tvn “borbs (about
100 1%, ]._oeveral near nisses were felt o the port side of the
ship. . At -least one of the misses was aridships and very close

~ abdard a5 -PROEY, ¥W.W., Silc, 'U.a.u.; was blowvn off of the port
bridge bulwarks and unS..J.J. ROEBIIS0N, U;S.H;;‘and,HEZOWKY,L.A.,
_CQT(P&), U.8,ii. were blowm intO;theipilot‘house from the port

wing of the bridge.i_The_next norning.seVEral pieces of shrap-

- nel were found inside of the pilot house., - It is not believed
that the near misses caused any personnel or material casual-

tLes on the- ship. =

8' R Durlno the attac“ the easoline barge was cast
ad*ift by “A;DHZTZ, T.B., CEIZ{as), U.a.“._ The tanl lichter was
cast loose from the opposite side. Several men observed the
rear seat cccupant of the planes throwiang out small black objects.
It is possible that these were incPndiaries and that one of them
hit the barge, as the gasoline exploded and flames shot several
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hundred feet into the a1r.~1It is believed tthTth“

*ﬁﬁ%lve“ﬁﬁr“%'
ine and sailor members o; “the. barge creW'perisheﬂ;i

jthe flamesf

‘*‘9;“:*f;f_ The last plane o attack the ship scored«one or
possibly 4wo hits on or in the immediate vicznity of the depth
charge rack on the port side -of the fantail. “A tremendous ex- .

”'1 plosion occurred. - Steering control was lost and all attempts to

communicate by phone and voice tube with the- steering engine.
room and after steering station failed, . CALLISON, Y.E. s Qille,
T.S.W. went aft to determine the cause of :the loss of . -steering
control. At this time it was not. definitely known that 2 dir- -
ect hit had occurred. .  The ship meanwhile was belng steered by
the .engines in the general direction of Tulagl. . CALLISON re- .
~ turned very shortly in an excited state and informed me that T
had better get back aft. I left the bridge and ran aft vhere I
‘found the entire stern of the ship blowm off from the after bulk-_
heafl 0f the washroonm - aft., The head and washroon spaces were .
fillled with many mangled bodies of dead and dying marines and .
sallors.  The water was rising rapidly in the after living spaces.
I sent LIVINGSTOW, E.S., S03c, T.S.H.R. forvard to report condi-
tions to the Commanding Dfficer. ‘Lieutenant {jg) GEIMIL arriv- -
ed soon afterwvards and assisteﬁ in carrylng several wounded from
the head =znd washroom as it appeared at that time that the stern
would wery shortly be submerged. I sent several of the ¢rew,
who began to appear on the scene, after the Doctor.. Several
‘marines standing nearby vere asked to assist in carrylng other
‘younded from head and washroom. They were evidently in a hiuh-
1y nervous state as they made no nove but stared vacantly shead.
After administering morphine to several wounded I went to the
bridge -and reported the extent of the danage to . the Commanding
Officer. By this tine the ship was settling rapidly by the .
stern with a port list. Orders were given to flood the forward
peak tanks, pump oil from the "D" group .of oll tanls to the fore-
castle groun, and to shift all able personnel to the starboard
5155 Then I returned aft the chief pharmacist's mate was ad-
ministering morphine, .and stretcher bearers were carrying the
wounded forward to the sick bav where the Medicel Officer was

treaating theq-.:

10. ~ The vessel maintained a course, by raneuvering the
enrines, in the generael direction of Tulegi.  The flooded peak
tanks, shiftinz of oil and personrel brouzht the ship on an even
keel.‘ She stopned settling and it becane zpparent that she
yould probably keep afloat. However, the life tomt was lowered
to the rall ready to receive badly wounded patients, the gripes
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._were ‘past off ‘of the other boat*ﬁﬁﬁrari§§1fer rtsu ereTmads. |
~ready to drop in case the ship should idiniks, _bouf%ﬁdﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&&ré
was reported in the after,crew's compartment‘ “Thé”after‘ﬂagdf
zine sprinkling systemﬂwas‘opened;f“The "afte -EombaﬁtméntE?wéi%'
~filled swith dense smoke. ‘COSGROVE, R. L., CCEfPA), TS FRe x
assisted by HARP, -G.L., CGX(AA), U.S.N. located and extlngulsh-
ed = burninv mattress 1n the after compartnent.:?ﬁfr L _

11.-.1 At 1925 commnnicctions were establlshed with the;-
'51gna1‘station on Gavutu Island. ' The -services of a YP boat &nd
Figgins boats werg requested for towing ‘and transfer of the = .
“wounded, At 1950§PT boats and tank lighters ‘arrived from Tulagl.
At 19502PT boat attermpted to take the ship in tow but was not .
successful. While awaiting the arrival of the YP boat the pas-.
sengers and wounded were transferred to the tank lighters. At
2055 the YP-239 appeared and took the ship in tow at 2103.

-~ 2340 the anchor was dropped in Tulagi ‘Harbor Just off »D" 1“'r-_‘d-- -
1cal Corpany Hospital. = At '010C the process of identifving and
_’trgnsrerrlng the dead for burial vas bevun.’

I - During the attack _any narines, probably uhe war )
,neurotics, vent into & hiphly excited state and congreﬂated in-
the passageways thereby greatly hindering the passage of the crew
to their general qguarters stations, ‘the passing out of arms and
arrunition from the armory, restricting the movements of the
“danage control party, and ‘hampering the Stretcher bearers. It
is possible that by their asction and shouts they had sone effect
on the nervous state of menbnrs of the ship's corpany, thereby
reducing their efficiency. It is not believed that small ships
should be ask ed to evacuate neqtal patients under any clrcum—-
stances. - : .

13.“' : "'The fbllbﬁiﬁb'is'éui¥s%'dfﬂménﬁkilléa;_Wdﬁnded:
1or m1551nﬁ as a result of the borblng:“ SR o

'_'.E..‘,ss MGERS KIIITD T ACTTON

CLATTON, Newell E. Tack, USMC (Died 001...17, 191,2)
_-w:)::O“DQ, PO AC"':lc, sy

P 33“”““°3 “U““D“D I ACTION

LIPZ‘-..L, Sylvester W. = P1Sst T

“PEST, Willian E. : Pvt - B 150

GAGEO“ Foward T. -Pvt - gsrT

TRUSCOTT, David P. Pvt LU L
.

S



““Berial No.

WRIGET, . 3. T .
. DOERR, H.J. & .
MOERSHALL, B.H,.

LTRO ilv, JOhn E.' !

1¢KZE, David “._J‘r.

U. S. S. McFARLAND AVD-14

. SELL, Jemes .0 Eet. o

HELZEL, Tagar F. . diE3e wew

J"AGEE, W:Llliam M,  AMM3e . ..USH

 WISEY, Hermen B.  mmte UM .
MALOWE, Ray F. .  ACOM U Esw

‘S‘I'EI“'B“‘RG Duruinm €.  AOM2c = ~OSN . -
FARROW, David D. . . Sur. - gsee -

-EOUCI-IE:Y Robert 0. . . Seale - USFR

PETITIPE, C.C. . e gmm

‘ROOSE WR. o

ovEy, ME. . R, TE _' N

PASS'"I"V'EPS "MISSB?" IN ACTION

EEDGE, R.W. AOTE Cusw

' BAGWELL, C.A. . - AM3e

CO?I’ELIUS - - L AMM2e

.1

n

.I.F-. . Jayne L.

BROVA, Mewell J.
CONNOLLY, J aﬂes B.
COUL'I'EL 'Earl -

) D e IR I D
-

'['I'S.‘l '!C

SETP'S COLEAMTY ZTIZED T ACTION -

DiGIACO'D, James V.. - SX3¢ . . - USH

QULi, Rudolph W. ° = F2c TS
Z_aLJ'SI’.Y,«-.lchael 4. Gi3e o ..

 LUBLR, Robert V. .. S0ize UZR

SIEIEYS CO.E.% DIED Im P_’ T"I.T 0_' "OU"D.:» ?.E SIVED

GRATATT, Gerald 0,0 - GXe . Us::

SWATZ, Warren D.. F2¢ = = Usk

{on Cet. 16%h)
{on Dect. 21st)

| SETR'S COITANY TOTDED I ACTION.

PITERS, Harvey J. . F2c .. U3
ELDRIDGE, Robert G. . ICOe USH
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sm:e's COMPANY mmm?momm') |

_GOOLSBY Robert SFBc USH -
D""J..ACRUZ Pedro - 0C3¢ . USI]R
- EANCOCK, Forest | MAtt2¢c OSN - -
LIVINGSTON, Edwin'S.  SOM3e USNR
~ JIESERVE, Edward A. ‘Blle - CUSI
- ROBER®S, Allen - . - M2c 03N
THOLAS,. Da:.rrel v. ¥2¢ - - -USH
' 'VERC—OLTA, Thomas Cs = Seazc R 0151 I
: 'VIGII. Paul F. o f"Sealc T8

E‘S CO‘IPA_TY HISSIITG III ACTIOII

POTTE’R ‘Sheldon A.  8M3ec .. USH
'TPJBE‘V, Robert T. -~ ‘MRe -
TURHER, Charles E. = F3c "
% J:.:L.KI.Y_, ‘Robert Al " Gifdce "
STAPLETON, William L. Gif3c "
LARTIN, Janes Ae _.Sealc "
TOTAL PASSE‘.TG""RS KILIED 2
TOTAL FPASSENGERS WOUHDED 17
TOTAL PASSEIGIRS LISSING 13
TCTAL SHIP'S COIPAUTY KILIED 7
TOTAL SHIP'S CO.LPANY WOUNDED 11
- TOTAL SHIP'S COLPANY IIISSING -
GRAND TOTAL XTLLED 9
GRAID TOTAL WOULIIDED _ 28
GRAIID TOTAL MISSING .. . 18
GRAID TOTAL CASUALTIES - - .~ - 55

There weTe eight {8) unidentified bmﬂ.‘I es found in the head

and washroon., ‘Observers witnessed at least tﬂn {2) men blov
over the side.

- TOTAL .;PAS'SEEIGEP.S 0 ECARD 160
“TOTAL OFFICERS AND 1= OF CR=W - 136
GRAND TOTAL PERSONIEL 0IT Z0ARD 29

FER ENTAGEZ OF CASUALTIZS 18.6%
lA.. A General Comments and Observations:

{(a) It is believed that a number of small, fast,
arned freight and personnel carriers about the size

-6
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U. 8. S. McFARLAND AVD-14

of the new destroyers: shaﬁrdib“1aesfﬁﬁgggﬁﬁa
service advanced cutposts,®iIn” the.presen]y
war it is not believed ‘that. the’ Allies’h”v'h ,
ships capable of sllpplng in to” advenced.@osrtions at--
high speed, unloading troops and. oargo and Tetiring
before the ‘eneny has time to strike.’ Simllerily small

. Tast taokers fitted with high capacity pumps ‘could be
very ‘gainfully employed. These types of vessels should
be equipped wlth sound gear, radar, depth ‘charges, end '
excellent AA proteotlon. They would be capable of

- traveling Singly or in groups. ,Convoy protectlon ;-”'
-would be unnecessary. . e '

_ (b) As previously stated it is not believed that
- srzll vessels should be hampered by the eveouetion of
. mental petiente. 1 ; . '
/7 (e) It is believed thet all personnel, soldlers,
/sallors and marines shhuld be issued some smell type
- of lifejacket or,belt, as his personal equipment so
that when and if he is transferred for transportation
to a small ship there will not be a shortage of life-
Jackets.

(d) It is recommended that the sounding tubes to
magazines, storage spaces etc., and all distant oper-
ating-valve rods on vessels of this class be extend-
ed to the main deck. In case of flooding of the low-
er deck compartments this arrangement permits the op-
eration of these fiztures.

(e) It is believed that the designation of vessels
of this ¢lass should be changed from AVD to some other
desiznation indicating a combatant status. In con-
nection with this it is further believed that the 3"
guns should be replaced by 5" dual purpose guns, and
thet the present batterv of automatic AA wespons

should be at least doubled.

(£} It is believed that the four boats at present
carried should be replaced by Higgins personnel boats
to allow the rapid handling of personnel and cargo.

15. It is believed that every nenber of the crew con-

ducted himself during the action in a thoroughly exenplary manner.
It is not believed that any single man should be sinzled out for

-7-
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bPraise, -Ho'one'cdhmitted”ﬁﬁyﬂﬁétgTigEﬁ1igﬁgﬁggﬁgggggggmggggﬁgga
lieved that the wholehearted{teémmérkféﬁdyspigitﬁbfg@h@f%qtiréﬁ

X

ship's company pulled the VeFARLAND out of “a tight spott @nd. s
enabled her to return. to base after successfully completing "her
nission. ' '




FIRST EMDORSEMENT to
C.0. McFARLAND 1tr,

A16-3 Serial Q52 of

15 Decermber 1942,

23 December 19452,

From: Commander Aireraft, South Pacific Force.

To The Commarder in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet.

Via : The Commander South Pacific Force.

Sub ject: Action, report of.

Reference: (a) ComAirSoPac ltr. P15 Serial #,15 of December 1, 1942,
(b) ComAir SoPac despatch 180627 of October 1942.

1. Forwarded. The Commanding Officer, U.S5.5. McFARLAND,
is to be congratulated on the excellence of the subject report.

2. The Commander Aircraft, South Pacific considers that the
officers and men of the U.S.S. MCFARLAND have been outstanding, and in
recognition of this has, by reference {a), recommended the U.S.S. LcFARLAND
for the "Unit Citation® authorized by ALMAV 238 and by reference (b) recom-
mended the Commanding Officer for promotion to the grate of commander and
award of the Navy Cross,

3. Commander Aircraft, South Pacific concurs in the recommendation
contained in paragraph 5 and 6 of the basic letter and notes that same of
the recommendations have since been submitted by other commands.

/s/ AUBREY %, FITCH.

CoPY






A16-3/(11) ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ‘FORCE
Sari ~ - OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC PLEET
O ,O 7 ?7 HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER'

S=lm SR ST

JAN 14 1943

2n4 Endorsement on
C.co' UOSOS. HcFAﬁIMD
Secret Letter Alé-3
Serial 052 dated
December 15, 1942.

Trom: The Commander South Pacific Area and South
Pagiric Porae, .
To The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Flest,

SubJect: Actlon, report of.
1, Forwarded,

5 " That McFARLAND survived and 1s now at Pearl
Hatrbor preparing for further action against the enemy is
due larsely to the resourcefulness and tenscity of purpose
showo by her officers and orew. : o

3. concur in recommendations contained in
paragrarh 5 (v}, (e¢) end (4) and perazraph & of basic
lottor, s

L, Concur heartily in the recommendation of
parasraph 2 of first endoraement regarding the award of
the "Unit Citation” to the U.S.5. NeFARLAYD and in the roc-
ommendation that Lleutenant Commander Alderman be promoted
to the grade of Commander., On 31 Decerter, 1942, Lieut-
enant Commander Aldermen was awarded the Havy Cross, and
on 1 January, 1943, the Commandsr-in-Ckisf, U.3, Pacific
Fleet, presented the Havy Cross to this fine younz offiser.

Copy to:
ComAlrSoPac
S0 USE YeFARLAND






Pac=D0=uwb

ALe=3/508

Serial DD'_J{U‘; Tz

Siear

ot :‘: n‘ .'V:nb T
rom: Corxaancer in Chief, I, d. Pacific Ploet.
To: Comaundar in Chinf, U. S. Flaot.
Subjoct: fepoxt of Action, U.5.:3, WePARLAMD,

Raferancos: (2) MeFAIUD aV=L./A16=3/(052) duted Decoaser 15, 1942,

(b) Opnav despRTEN 30III0 & Vocaubar 19L2.

Enelosures: () Comairsopse lst Bnd. %o ref. (a) Ax6=3/(00120) dauted
Decozbor 23, 1942,
(2) Consopac 2mdd End, to pref. (&) AL6=3/(11)/(00177)
dated Janusry L5, 1943,

1. “hlle unloading avintion gasoline off Lungn Point,
Guadalcanal, an 16 October 19427, U.5.S. MoFARLAIR wae attoched by 9
dive Lo bhers, sufferin; 1 hit that blew of £ Lhie stam and destroyed
steerlins comtral,

2. The ship was towed Lito Tulagi and ramained thore con-
vuflaged untdl 25 Novomber, during which time the Gomauxiing 0fZicer
was Coglankiar of the Naval Buso ostoablished there. Ho and his crew
vore largaly responsible for the egtanlishmant of the £1rst buse Jic-
iiitios at Tulsgl.

3. e officors and mn of the MeFARLAID have ¢ istimguished
theimalvas by their eonduct In ncilon with the enemy and in saving their
andp. The Commnder in Chial, U. 5. Paciric Fleet, i3 pleassd witi: thoipr
axcallent parformanco,

L. The MeFAHLAID 1o now bedng convertod to an aircrafi eseort
wsonl ih accordance with raference (b). All spesific recomaendstions cone
tadned in paragraph 6 of the basie letter ars being incorpornted during the
convoraion evcopt the sounting of §'/25 caliber guns, =hich stability cone
alderaticns will not per=lt, and incresse in gasoline capacity wnich 1o

imracticabla,

Be Traneadosion of this lotter by rejistoerod air i) wilhin
the Unlted Stntes in authorizod.

Copy Lo R. A. SPRUANCE
Conuenac Chief oi Siaft
{romniraopae

IS PUDEERE P ~ILE S TR § XY
ke V0T 05






LIST OF .OFFICERS
Attached :to and on board of the U. S. S.. MeFARLAND AVD-14 : .., commanded

v by e C.. ALDERMAN » U. 8. N., during the period covered by this Log Book, with date of
reporting for duty, detachment, transfer, or death, from OGtobexr - 1, 1942 , to . Qctober 31,  1gb42

NAME RANE DATE OF REFORT- DETACHED

fuo FOR DUTY Darg DoTiRs
ALDERMAN, J. C. Liuet, Commander |July 30,1942 | Commanding.
Navigster —
GARDNER, E, G., Jr. Lieutenant Mar.11,1942 Executive Officer
- [Lieutenant,D-V(S) :
ELLIS, C, C. U.3.N.R. Oct.24,1940 ) Gunnery.
Lieut.(jg) E-M '
CHALMERS, N. E. U.S.N.R. Apr. 7,1942 Engineer,
: Lieut.{jg},D=V{G] Commissaery.
_RVALS, R.. X, U.S.N.R. Apr.20,1941 Agst. Gunnery.
Lieut.(jg),D=V(G} D.C.0. - Stores
 GEMMILL, G. U.5.N.R. July25,1941 Asst.Nav.-1st Li,
[Lieutenant,D-V(G)}
DEAN, F. . S...Jr. .3 .NRe July 2,194 Communications,
Lieut,(Jg}, E-V{G] '
 CLARKSON, C. F. U.S.H.R. Oet.27,194). Asst. Enginear,
: Enslgn, E~-Y(G) Junior "B" Div.
LO0DRONY, C. 3. TS HeBRa Sept2i,1342 Officer under in- |
1 ' structions.
L Asst. Engineer.
ROBINSON, S. . nsign June 23,1942 | Asst. Navlzator
Lieutenant (¥OQ) ' .
*MeGAFFERTY, E. L. 1.S.5.R. Augy b,1942 Medical Officer.

* 0h board for Hemporary. duty.

Expmined and found 1o bo correet.
J. C. ALDERMAN,
Lt.Comdr.,T.5.Navy,
Commanding.

Nawmipator.

Lieutenant, U:S.

—osm

(This pago to be .3c-nr. to Burceou of Novigatlon monthly with Log shoots,)






U.8.8. McFariand (AVD=-14)

Muster Roll of the Crew, 10/16/42]

ALSTON, Cicero (n) 261 82 39 Orfrstd3c
AMMANN, Harold Francis 337 24 25 GM2¢c
BACHAN, Luke George, Jr. 662 15 53 SeaZc
BAKER, Lester Joseph 305 13 95 SCtc
*BENTLY, Melvin Montree 285 86 32 MAtt1c
80YD, Leoc "H" 376 29 12 Flc
BOYKIN, Albert Barnett 356 49 74 SeaZc
BRALESKI, Lloyd John 283 36 31 Cox,
CALLISON, Vivian Edward 393 21 94 aMtc
CAMPOS, Nicolas Estipa 662 92 56 MAtt2c
CARDENAS, Andrew Joseph 376 35 37 RM3¢
CHAFMAN, Harvey Edward 328 54 45 SK2¢c
COLVIN, George Winfield 279 70 33 YeoZc
COLLINS, Gustave Edward 243 73 26 BM2c
COMBE, Frank David 368 05 27 CPhM
CONRAB, Clarence (n) 250 56 49  Cox.
COOPER, Wesley Burdette 311 33 59 SF1c
COSGROVE, Ralph LaVern 122 73 70 CCM
DE LA CRUZ, Pedro (n) 420 54 86 OoC3c
DE LONG, Ralph Wilber 279 70 21 SC3c¢

DE LOYD, Thomas Joseph, Ill] 382 41 73 Em2c¢
*+D |G JACOMO, James Vincent 283 36 y2 SK3c

DUMLAQ, Alex Graganta 633 10 20 MAtttc
EDISON, Jim Frank 267 33 87 MMZ2c
*ELDRIDGE, Robert George 360 00 11 MM1 ¢
£881G, Jack Samuel 283 36 35 GM3c
ERCANBRACK, Cecil Ardell 356 61 82 EM3c
FENDER, John Samuel! 380 61 40 CMM
FINCH, Charies Edward 380 &7 28 MM1 c
*GOOLSBY, Robert Leeroy 360 43 98 SF3c
**GRAHAM, Gerald Otis 267 97 58 GMI ¢
GREAR, Rufus "R" 295 26 16 OCtrc
HALL, Benjamin Frankl in 632 43 12 SCre
*HANCOCK, Forest (n) 356 75 B2 MAtt2e
HARP, Gail Lawrence 393 05 93 CGM
HARRIS, James Hartwel!l 342 56 55 SeaZc
HECK, Joshua Holland, Jr. 258 26 14 MM2c
HELMKE, Paul Conrad 376 35 40 Sealc
HETRICK, Elmer Lloyd 316 00 77 MMTc
HOLLAND, John Richard 381 22 70 MSmthic
HOLLOWAY, Datllas Ted 3586 39 60 Cox.
HOPK INS, Herbert Waliter 173 62 12 CRM
HUFFORD, Stephen Daniel 320 91 69 wT1c
JACKSON, Donald Stewart 412 19 47 RM2c

JACKSON, Harold (n) 382 28 93 Flc
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*JONES, Milton Risner 342 4k 50 SMPe
JORDAN, Roderick Stell 510 00 63 AM1 ¢
KELLY, Clayton Monroe 360 42 59 SK3c
LANGLEY, Kenneth Waller 368 34 63 MM2 ¢
LARGE, Gale Franklin 337 76 11 SM3c
LINDSEY, Tucker Eugene 662 12 39  SOM3c
LINES, Gerald William 660 06 88 SM3c

*L]VINGSTON, Edwin Stuart 680 01 13 SOM3c

**LUBKER, Robert Van 632 10 05 SOM3c
MALAPIRA, Vida! (n) 497 54 92 ocs
MARTELL, Philip James 654 10 4t SM3c

**MART IN, vames Anderson 360 43 00 Seatce
MAY, Walter Howard 300 23 27 AerM3c

MAZOWAY, Louis Alexander 238 36 u2 caM
MEIER, Melvin Albert 385 84 38 MM2 ¢
MENDEL, Daniel! Lawrence, Jr. 64l 09 96 SM3c

*MESERVE, Edward Alvin 368 16 05 BM1 ¢
METCALF, Richard Allen 337 26 Ou MM! ¢
MEYER, Louis Marcel 214 92 06 EMI ¢
MOORE, George Everette 295 55 03 MM2 ¢
MORAN, Henry Irving 268 41 22 MM2 ¢
NIELSEN, Kay Reher 660 06 83 Seatc
OILOUGHLIN, Joseph Roland 300 29 86 SC3c
OINEIL, James Arman 662 14 33 SOM3c
PATTERSON, Howard Wilson 382 u8 25 SeaZc
PATTON, kKent (n) 272 26 53 MM2 o

*PETERS, Harvey Joe 321 55 72 Fa2c

**POTTER, Sheldon Anthony 382 42 65 SM3c

POULOS, Nicholas Marine 660 06 61 Yeo3c
POWELL, Raymond Cl ifford 413 56 70 SM2c¢
PROBY, William Wayne 295 24 53 SM1 ¢
PUGH, Frederick Vietor . 321 54 93 Seatc
PUND, Marinus Joseph 291 42 57 MM1 ¢

**QUINN, Rudolph Walter 223 92 94 F2e

RAIDLINE, Lester Elvin 243 23 19 cBeM
RISH, Thomas Legare 262 47 16 MM2¢
RITTER, Vivian (n) 355 63 13 CWT

*ROBERTS, Allen Harville 381 13 26 MM2 ¢
SCHLIGHT, Orin (n) 337 38 77 RM2¢c
SHINN, Garland Harris 341 95 96 SC1c
SMITH, Fred Clevenger 632 10 20 SOM3c
SOFFES, Mike (n) 360 45 99  F2e
STALLIVIERE, Norman Joseph 368 69 01 Fee
STANF IELD, Edward Harry 321 06 35 CMZc

w*STAPLETON, Wwilliam Lee 624 02 62 GM3¢
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STARK, James (n) 660 00 12 MM2c
STEWART, Llone! Francis 325 02 74 CMM
STOCK, Roy Frank, Jr. 382 53 90 F2¢
STRICKLEY, Guy Harold 194 64 03 CY
STURTEVANT, walter (n) 337 26 16 MM2c
*SWANSON, Robert Lewis 664 O1 74 F2c
**SWAPP, Warren David 382 54 08 F2c
TETRAULT, Joseph Peter 411 40 87 Sealc
*THOMAS, Dairrel! Vorris 393 62 82 F2¢
TOUCHTONE, Walter Milton 62k 14 22 Seale
*%TRAHEY, Robert Thomas 223 81 35 MM2c
TRIM, Nick Bartley 274 64 60 ARM3c
**TURNER, Charles Emmett 360 42 70 F3c
TURNER, Earl! Newson 360 51 66 CM3c
TURNER, Kebbie Joe 356 62 39 Fte
ULMER, James Wilton 380 38 19 CMM
VAN HOUTEN, Leonard Joseph 223 55 49 MM2c
*VERGONA, Thomas Charles 632 02 54 Sealc
*WIGIL,. Paul Fidel 372 35 84 Sealc
VOGELSANG, Edward William 646 01 22 RM3c
WAUGHTEL, Wayne Houston 382 67 99 F2c
WEBB, nAn myn 630 02 80 F2¢
*®WEEKLY, Robert Adair 393 22 69 GM3c
WETTENGEL, Lester Leeman 632 04 59 Fte¢
WHATLEY, Bruce Milton 624 O4 66 Sealc
WHEELER, Thomas Howard 393 62 88 Sealc
WHITFORD, Harold Lincoln, Jr.375 32 77 CEM
WICKLUND, Roger Dean 328 82 82 Fi1c
WILLIAMS, Car! Evans 356 43 62 Seatlc
WILSON, Howard Kenneth 360 45 57 SF3c
WINEGAR, Robert Hall 238 66 98 QM3c
WYANT, Clifton Milton 360 41 47 Seatc
YOHE, Sterl!ing Price 380 83 55 wWT2c
ZAKHAR, Louls (n) 207 27 65 Sealc
**ZELUSKY, Michae! Anthony 243 73 15 GM3c

LA T SN B I O T

! Source: The muster roll for 9/30/42 updated by a Report Of Changes
sheet dated 10/14/42 on microfilm at the National Archives,

* Wounded (** Killed) by an enemy bomb on 10/16/42 according to Report
Of Changes sheets dated 10/31 /42 on microfilm at the Nat ional Ar-
chives,

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complemant
Kil{gg Wounded ¥ounded on 10/16/42
Officer o] o] 11 1t
Enlisted 12 13 100 125
TOTALS 12 13 111 136

E. A, Wwilde, Jr.
February, 2001
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The McFarland Comes Home

By CHARLES RAWLINGS

The Post’s Patific correspondent telis
the strange story of a brave little de-
stroyer that holed up forty-two days
right under the enemy’s nose while
her crew improvised a new rudder
out of Jap steel and telephone poles.

PeARL HARBOR,

EAGOING CINDERELLAS, that’s what the
American flush-deck, four-pipe destroyers are.
They languished amid the cinders and the soot, un-

wanted and unloved, as scullery lasses until warty old
Mars, their good fairy, came along. Since then, with
new paint and powder and new superstructure hair-
dos, they've been waltzing joyfully and fearlessly at
the bell,

Listen, then, to the strange and exciting story of one
of them, the McFarland, the ex-four-piper 237, now
AVD 14, which, translated out of Navy symbolism,
means—heaven save the mark—Auxiliary Aviation
Tender 14.

She was begun, along with some 300-odd sisters,
sometirne between 1916 and 1918. The class was to be
the final answer to Germany’s Unterseeboot campaign
in the last war. That the campaign was already
doomed had not been evident then, and contracts for
some 400 of the little ships, with A-1 priorities and
prayers to hurry, were scattered among all the great
shipbuilders in the land.

The ships were to be one design: a straight-sheered,
knife-bowed, small-fantailed, 1200-ton hull. They were
to sport four towering stacks, like pottery-town chim-
neys, emoking with the wrath of the toughest, most
beloved, good-natured, steam-turbine engines ever to
go to sea and keep trying for a mythical thirty-five
knots. .

Then, right before the world's eyes, not only the
Unterseeboot campaign but all Germany collapsed.
There was no more need for any fighting ships, to say
nothing of 400 saucy, little, brand-new 1200-ton de-
stroyers. But the contracts were out, steel was in the
yards, many of the hulls were already in keel and in
partial plates. Only a quarter of the list was cancel-
able. The remaining 300-0odd were finished and
launched and commigsioned into a war-weary Navy at
peace, Then they were coated with red lead and moored,
rail to rail, in pathetic ruddy rows in Back Channel,
Philadelphin, and in the marshes of San Diego Bay.

The little McFarland was & lowly Cinderella even
in that company. She, with about ten others, was

taken from Red Lead Row on the West Coast and
housed in the mud near Mare Island Navy Yard.
The years passed over her. One or two at a time, the
ships were given innocuous spells of peacetime duty—
rum-running days were happy times for some of them.
It was the Mac’s luck not even to be favored with any
of that. When the others were getting ready for a short
ser turn and something—a toilet-bowl seat or a set of
turbine blades —~wag needed, the fitting-out detailwould

tiptoe over to the McFarland and steal it.- She was
pilfered from so hadly that she developed a list. The
rats left her, because they could find snugger spots.

Then the new war came close and the McFariand,
no more than a hull and three quarters of an engine
and half a deck and no toilet-bowl seats at all, became,
on paper, the AVD 14,

The paper gave her statercoms below for PBY -
Chtalina flying hoat--crews and a big crane amidahips
for lifting out PBY engines and ack-ack guns here and
there, and a stern rack for depth charges and a 3-inch,
50-caliber gun fore and aft. Two of her four astacks
came out, and the remaining two were whittled down
by Navy designers working for jowered vigibility. She
lost s whole fireroom, which was no hardship, for it
had been stolen anyway, and in its stead she shipped
big tanks to carry avgas for her planes and an en-
larged galley and refrigerators to cater to the fancy
appetites of air-fighting men. All that the paper said
came true, and with a new coat of paint she put out
intc the vast Pacific Ocean.

She was in that sea with the island of Qahu just
below the horizon astern on December 7, 1941, Flights
of Japanese planes passed overhead in midmorning,
southbound out of Pearl Harbor. They were blood-
sated and tired, end they ignored her.

The rest of the United States Navy shook its bat-
tered head, gathered its strength and licked itz wounds,
Then it moved south and westward with ensigns taut
with vengeance and war. The McFarland moved south
along with it, There was harbor guard for her out
there, and sub hunting and escort duty, while she
waited for her planes to be manufactured and crewed.
She had a whole series of vicarious adventurea in the
interval. In July she killed a Japanese submarine off
New Caledonia. In that same month she rescued
eighty-eight survivors of a Dutch freighter. Then, on

. August second, she had her flying boats. With them,

she was ordered to scout to the northward in and
around a small group of volcanic ialands nobody had
ever heard of, calied the Solomons. Alone, the small
force—six flying boats and the little tender—ventured
into those shoal and island-dotted sems that were
destined, a few days later, to turn pink with Japanese
and American blood and echo to the gigantic thunder
of navies. One of the PBY's was loat, but its crew was
rescued by the McFariand after five days hard on a
rock named, patly enough, Indispensable Reef.

Five days later, the marines went ashore on Lunga
Point, Guadalcanal, and the Mac helped cover their
dash against that soft sapd shore. Under the cover ot
darkness, she clucked her fiying boats to her and
moored them and cared for their sweaty, hone-weary
¢rews. She went out again on reconnaissance toward
the end of Auguat and twice more in September.

By that time Guadalcanal was more than a beach-
head. Faster and more limber planes than PBY’s were
in the air off Henderson Field, and supplies for the
Solomons were the constant and desperate need. Us-
ing her big avgas tanks and her deck, the little ship
turned to cargo toting between the quiet bases to the
south and Lunga Point. Slipping up the Sealark
Channel, she would quickly unload torpedoes and



bombs into Higgins boats and pump her gas into scows
crowded with empty fifty-gailon drums.

The early afternoon of October fifteenth saw her
making landfall on Lunga Point, Guadalcanal, a gray
wraith of headland in the heat haze, There was a
tension in the sea and air. Her sound gear, feeling out
the gea, said nothing, There was a drone of motors in

the hot, leaden sky, but it was a rise and fall of friendly -

exhausts. A reinforcing flight of P-38's—Lockheed
Lightnings—was due into Henderson, and some of the
Guadalcanal planes were going out to meet them.

Sparks came to the bridge. He had a messape in his
hand. It said that both air and sea were hotter than
they seemed. Intense enemy activity was, the message
said, expected at the Solomond, and the McFarland,
with all other shipa in the area, was to go to a latitude
and longitude to the south. '

Lt. Comdr. John Clement Alderman, aged thirty-six,
of Portland, Oregon, the McFarland’s skipper, read
the mesange and looked, squinting, ahead at Lunga
Point, He is a thin, quick, long-necked, red-tanned,
West Coast man. He is a Navy flier, Pensacola-
trained, taken off a carrier to command this small
mother ghip of fliers, because he was worthy of com-
mand and because he knew the fying breed. He turned
and handed the flimay rectangle of paper to his execu-
tive. He is another lean, long-necked flier named
Earle G. Gardner, He is twenty-nine years old and
hails from Aliceville, Alabama. Gardner read it and
they both looked ahead at the heat waves dancing on
the lenden southern water.

‘““They need this stuff on the beach,” Alderman said |

quietly,
“They need it, God knows,” agreed Gardner,

““Hell,” maid Alderman, *‘what’s the uss of running -

away and then having to come back again? I'm going
in. Say " He waited until Gardner had his ex-
ecutive pencil out of his blouse. #*Say ‘Am now in
Lengo Channel. Will proceed and unload unless other-
wise directed.” Say that.”

The radio petty officer took the penciled note and
turned to hurry to his shack. :

"Nm:," aaid Alderman, “get me that signal on

The bridge binoculars searched the haze to find the
signal, On Guadaleanal there are but two sorts of air-
condition signals: “All clear,” and “Enemy planes
overhead.” A pair of sharp eyes on flying bridge look-
out picked up the news.

“We're goin' in,” said Alderman, “and deliver this

gas.l'

The lump of Lunga Point changed from muddy blue
in the haze to the deep Brewster green of tropical vine
and tree. The roadstead off the American beach
opened out. Close to the spot where the McFariand
had anchored before—a gheltered spot in the bight of
a crescent of coral reef—something was ashore and, at
regular intervals, something flashed in the sun. The
flashes were identified through the binoculars as sheil
splashes. A small ship was ashore on the reef and it was
being shelled from the hills. The small ship was a
Yippy boat.

There had been four Yippy boats at Guadalcanal in

the American beginning, and now there was only one. :

They were California tuna fishermen—fifty-ton, beamy
wooden crates yanked into the Navy quick-fast and
given the nomenclature, YP, and a number. They had
sailed over to the Solomons with their fishing crews

and, atill wearing their California fishing licenses

tacked to the cabin bulkhead, had been so essential to
the marines that the Japs had not rested until they

had killed three of them. But they had not been gble '
to get this last one, commanded by a chief bos'n

named Banyon, an old retired Navy deck gorilla.
Banyon stood on his afterdeck wigwagging signal
flags.

"Shotgun ihinks he's got me,” he said. “‘Stand off.”

Up in the hills just within range of the southern end

of the American beach was a gingle Jap gun crew with
a rusty 4-inch fieldpiece. It was masked in a cave and
the marines could not find it. When the sky overhead
was clear, the Japs would roll it out and lob ghells into
the roadstead. When a plane appeared, they would
hustle it back into the cave. “Shotgun Charlie,” the
marines had nicknamed the gnn.

Aldermsn grinned and waved, hoping Banyon could
see. If the moment had been less tense for the Me-
Farland, he would have been tempted to go close and
talk to Banyon. There was little danger. Shotgun
Charlie never seemed to hit anything. And Banyon’s
rage at escaping all the real strafing and then being
caught hard aground where one rusty Jap gun-could Jkid
him would be something to hear, word of mouth. But
the situation being as it was, Alderman hurried on.
Astern, Banyon wagged his flags again. * Float her off
high tide,” he promised. *Getting out now.”

At that, Banyon and his crew loaded into their
round-bottom dingby, rowed disconsolately in to the
beach and sat down in the shade of the overhanging
jungle to wait.

The McFarland moved gingerly down the road-
stead, stopped her engines and put over her light
hook. That was the signal for the waiting Higgins
boats to speed out from cover to lighten her. They
came bobbing out jubilantly. Henderson Field was
really desperate for gascline this time.

The Mac’s hoses, with shut off nozzles like gas-
station gear, squirted into the empty drums alongzide.
Her deck crane picked up the torpedoes off her deck
and lowered them into the waiting boats. The loaded
craft cast off and roared away to the sand beach.
Empty ones waiting slid in alongside. Those returning
brought out an export cargo from Guadalcanal. It was
standing packed tightly into the spaces between the
empty gas drums. It was 150 walking wounded for
the McFarland to carry back sonth for convalescent
hospitalization. There were some mental cases-—
shocked men who could not take the yaws and the
dysentery and the bombs and the mud and the flies
and the fear—good men who did not have guite
enough of that rare kind of guts, foxhole ability. It is
an esoteric courage not given to all otherwise very
brave men, not even to all marines.

The afternoon was almost gone. The Mac bad un-
Ioaded all but one last lighterload of gasoline. A flat
scow with a solid stand of rusty drums was laghed
alongside, fore and aft and spring line. The evening
seemed to be coming peacefully. Overhead, there was
an incressing roar of planes. The incoming flight of
P-38’s was arriving nicely. Shotgun Charlie was lob-
bing over the last of his day’s stint, hurrying a bit
against the oncoming darkness. Ashore, the cook fires
were beginning to glow yellow and red against the
jungle,

Ju?\gmessage came out from the beach. *Periscope
sighted in Sealark Channel,” it eaid.

The McFarland, used to snch reports, slipped her
anchor cable and left it buoyed astern and alowly
churned her screws, holding on to the barge.

Then, without waming, peeling off
from within a cloud layer that masked
the P-38%, the first of nine Aichi, Type
99, Japanese dive bombers dropped like
a crazy bat. It was carrying two 300-
pound demolition bombs, but it missed
the McFariand with both of them.

The thudding detonations of the
bombs were the call to general quarters.

There was littie chance to maneuver,
for the barge was alongside, and its
mooring lines, held taut by the McFar-
land’s way and the rush of tide, were
hard on the bitts, not easy to cast ofk

The secand Aichi came in and missed

again to starboard. Both bombs were



close this time, and they showered the
bridge with shrapnel and knocked two
men there off their feet. By this time
the 20 mm. puns were manned and
weaving aloft, drawing their beads. The
trainers and pointers on the 3-inch-50’s
gripped the stubby brass handles of
their fast little aiming wheels. The third
Jap peeled off and came down, One of
the 3-inchers met him nose on at 100
yards and he collapsed like something
made of feathers and bone with its heart
shot out. He fell dead as a buzzard into
the sea astern. The 20-mm. fire, three
converging streams of it sparking tracers,
killed the fourth plane, .
By this time the mooring lines an the
barge were partially cast off, but it still
swung helplessly, a
drag that could not
be jerked about or
rushed forward.
The McFariand
had to stay at five
knots straight
ahead. Jammed
into her sheltered
places on deck were
the 150 sick men.
Some of the crazy
ones tried to dig a
foxhole in the steel
deck.
‘The {ifth and
gixth planes came
down and missed.
Aloft, the P-38s —— ——. ..
had discovered the bold attack. There
was a sound of machine- fire up in
the rapidly falling dusk. The Aichis who
lived to climb out of their dives were be-
ing met and killed, PBut tha last three,
after the dJapanese fashion, did not
falter. They peeled off as they had been
commanded. The MecFarland stopped
the seventh and the eighth with 20-mm.
fire and sent them veering off, amoking,
low over the sea.

The Last Jap

The last Jap dropped out of the last of
the daylight. His first bomb was too
scon and fell astern. His laat one found
the McFarland’a small fantail, that tiny,
feminine, tapered fantai! of the fush-
deckers. The bomb struck fair on her one
stern depth-charge rack, mounied on the
fantail just off amidships to starboard.
Racked there were depth charges, each
one loaded with several hundred pounds
of TNT. The bomb and that terrible
explosive went off together,

There are no words to depict the wrath
of that explosion. No one who heard it
¢an remember how it sounded or how it
looked. They can remember, not v
satisfactorily, how it felt. The ghip, they
agree, suddenly leaped out from under
them in a great heaving lift as if she were
a flying fish taking off from a wave.
Everyone in the forward half of the hull
was snapped off his feet and brought up
against whatever was aft of him. Amid-
ships, all hands were snapped off their
stance, too, and ended up in a pile of
fragmentation and shrapnel and fiash-

burn cagusities. Everyone aft of the
after deckhouse was blown into small
pieces and vanished off into apace, or his
flesh and bone were driven down into the
torn and tortured metal of the ship. The
scent of dead flesh still clings about that

‘rusted metal, even after three months of

sea and sun and wind.
The barge, cast free at last at the in-

“stant of the hit, caught fire. She floated

off with her fire. It shot fifty feet into
the air as drums, gplit in the explosion,
fired. In the light of that tall flame the
marines still alive aboard could be seen
tossing the drumsa not blazing into the
sea, trying to save the precious gasoline
they held for Henderson. The drums
floated and tide carried them inshore,
and nexrt morning they were salvaged.

The Toll of Battle

The McFarland’a engineer lieutenant,
Norman Chalmers—who lives now in
Waterbury, Connecticut, but who is a
Buffalo boy, born on fresh water—had
just made his engine deck when the hit
occurred. His lighta went. He leaped for
the throttles, waiting for the opening

‘howl of his turbines that would tell him

his propellers were gone.

"Elljle.re was no hgwl. Something had
happened to the port throttle, and it
was reversing its engine while still in- -

dicating “ahead,”
but therewas a grip
on both shafts.
Some miracle had
saved both screws
and, what was
more miraculous,
‘both stern shaft
bearings. :
His second en-
gineer, Charles
‘Clarkson, of Nor-
‘mandy, Missouri,
‘together with one
ar more of the
ship’s old, seasoned
chief machinist’s
mhtes and the
chief electrician,
had restored the lights. The concussion

had blown every fuse.

Forward of the engine room in his sick
bay, the ship's doctor, a young, quiet-
voiced, sandy medico from Mt. Vernon,
Alabama, named Emmet MeCafferty,
was busy with his morphine needles and
his blood-plasma rig and his hemorrhage

gear.

“Tell them back on the mainland,” he
begged me, “what a wonderful wWeapan
they have piven us with plasma. 1 got
my lights and the wounded were just
coming in, and we met tbem with
plasma. We saved lives, one afier the
other, with it in that hot mick bay that
night,” . .

g()u deck, Alderman glid in the grease
and blood, looking at the dark hole that
had been his ship’s stern. Thirty feet of
it wes gone. The rudder was gone, the
steering-engine room with every vestige
of jts engine was gone. The side plating
was petaled out like the open petals of a
flower.



But, listening, he could hear the even:
pulsations of his engines, feel the miracu--

lous slow turning of his ship’s screws.
While Norman Chalmers, the engineer,
was standing in wonder below, Alderman
and Gardner, the executive, were mar-
veling at the strange miracie topside.
Something had saved the screws and
thereby given-tbem a chance to save the
ship.

She was sinking by the stern; Alder-
man could see that. She was developing
a list from the water shegvas taking. He
hurried back to his bridge. A damage-
control party under Lt. Frederick Dean,

of Springfield, Massachusetts, was al-
ready stopping the worst of the leaks.
"Topside, everyone who could walk or
crawl was ordered forward to take
weight off the sinking stern. In the fire
and engine rooms, pumps were huwrrying
fuel oil into the forward tanks for the
same reason, and the bilge pumps were
howling as they were cut in, one by one,
sucking at the water within and gushing
it back into the sea. The list slowly dis-
appeared, the stern lifted.

Within thirty minutes Alderman knew
that, barring’ something unforeseen, like
a quick change in weather or another
attack, his tough little gamin of a ship,
even without a stern, would float him
into the morning. He debated about
shooting rockets. What was left of the
passenger list of walking wounded was
on his mind. His own casualties too.

“How are things aft, doc?"” he asked
over the battle phone. "I want to try for
Tulagi. We're halfway there now. But
would quick help, if I could get it with
rockets, keep any of those men from
dying?”

“No,” the doctor said, “I don't think
so. Everything they could do back in
Guad. we can do right heah, suh. If you
could lay alongside in Tulegi by mornin’,
that would be fine.”

Alderman gave the engine rcom *'slow
ahead.” “Yawing like a drunken water
bug, the McFariand started for Tulagi,
steering with her screws. The port
throttle was still crazy. It could not be
made to jet its steam all “ahead’ into
the port turbine, Part of the steam in-
sisted on going in “reverse,” but by
jangling telegraph bells like a carillon:
“Ahead starboard engine!” *Reverse
starboard engine!’ “Stop starboard en-
gine!”—by curses and prayers—the
gritty- little ship with thirty feet of her
stern gone, tacked and skidded and
churned toward Tulagi, which lay eight-
een miles due north.

Out of the darkness loomed a shape
and a great roaring hail, “Stand by fora
line!" There was little chance to mistake
the chunky hull or tbe bull-like roar, but
the next roar made it sure. “Nope! Shot-
gun didn’t get me!”

It was Chief Bos'n Banyon and his
Yippy. He bad, as he promised, floated
her off the shoal. He was in the act wben
the attack fell and, knowing there was
nothing else big enough to tow 1200 tons
of erippled destroyer, he had hurried out.

Jungie Shipyard

“Tulegi-bound, I guess,” he said,
“but God’lmighty couldn’t be sure, from
watchin’ that course you're steerin’. . . .
That hawser made fast, cox’'n? O.K.
Here we go.”

Théy made Tulagi shortly after mid-
night, and by dawn all wounded
were ashore and safe in the hospital-
Sparks clml:le into the wardroom t:leth a
message. It was a granting of re-

est to go]mint.o Guadal?:ga.l and dis-

o ine.

;'V:l .’ mused Alderman, *that makes
it , anyway.,”

ﬁey made their plan in the McFar-
land’s wardroom that night. A destroyer
with a shot-away stern, helpless against
a wharf, with a Japanese air attack
scheduled for dawn, needs a plan.

A few miles from Tulagi there was a
creek, It had no name, but it had a
deep, wide mouth and the deep water
carried tight up against the eastern
bank. Dense mangroves fifty feet hﬁ
covered each bank. They would tow
McFarland over there, moor her tight
against the bank and cover her with
mangrove branches. Then, somehow,
someway, they would build a jury rud-
der. Out of what, who could say—out of
something,

Dawn found them in the nameles
creek, and the Yi tucked them tight
up against the Under the second
ensign, Goodbody, a tall, yellow-haired
kid from P burg, Ohio, the brush-
cutting detail, armed with butcher
knives, a pair of machetes and fire axes,
swarmed ashore and went into the jungle
and started cutting the camouflage. They
hurried, lest the Japs come too soon.
The Japs came, hut not too soon. The
Japs came, one way or another, for
forty-two days, never quite soon enough.

I heard about those forty-two dayas
under brush camouflage in the McFar-
land’s chief petty officers’ quarters one
memorable night. Still minus any vestige
of a stern, she was just in from the south
after a fortnight under way with a jury
rudder. The quarters were small and
crowded and smoke-filled. At each bunk
bung a broad sweat-blackened Navy belt
with a .45 holster and a knife sheath.
Native bows stood in one comer and a
pair of Jap snipers’ rifles in the other.
Outside was soft Hawaiian night and
security, and within was solid comfort
and the sait teste:upon the tongue of
adventure, thrilling to recall, but danger-
ous no lenger. The next day, Alderman,
their good commander, was to stand
before the admiral and get his Navy
Cross for what he and the ship and all of
them had done. As they had come up-
channel into the base, the jetties had
been crowded with people cheering. It
is a very beautiful experience to hear a
ship cheered, even if you are only a
spectator. To be part of her and be
bringing her home at last to hear thoss
cheers is an experience that wiil not be
denied ecstatic hot tears.
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There are no words to depict the wrath of that expiosion, The ship suddenly leaped out
from under them in a great heaving lift as if she were a fiying fish taking off from a wave.



The small bright room was a happy
place. Men who had been eight montha
without a liberty, two years without a
leave, were halfwey home. They had
money that had turned bright yellow in
the jungle from heat and sweat and
mold, and they could begin to spend it.
There were babies more than a year oid
that tbey had,fathered and never seen,
and tbey could see them soon. Patient
women, CP0O’s women, trained in lone-
liness, were waiting to show them their
strange new children.

Realization of happiness was in and
out of the place. Men stripped down to
skivvies would suddenly stir in a bunk
where they had been listening, and, un-
able to stand the sudden glow of realiza-
tion that swept over them, wouid get up
and slam into a chair at the table and
join the talk, as if too much joy was a
pain and they were trying to escape it.
Others would leave and withdraw into
the shadows. They were glad to tell me
about the jungle. I couid trade common-
places about New York and Chicago and
San Franciaco.

The rudder vas the big thing, A detail -
nicknamed the *“Big Six’* had made it
under Chalmers, the engineer lieutenant. .

They were all gigantic men, taken from
the mechanical departments. Ulmer,
a big chief machinist’s mats from Cen-
tralia, Washington, was one of them, and
Cosgrove, the chief carpenter, wans an-
other. Cosgrove, who hailed from Dead-
wood, South Dakota, had a freckled arm

a8 big as a ham. There were two ma-

chinist’s mates, first class; Metcalf, an
Illinois man, and Patton who came from
Alabama. Cooper, from Michigan, was
a steam fitter, , and Stark, a young-
ster as big as Jess Willard, was a ma-
chinist, second.

With the Aid of Nippon

The Japs had started s submarine base
on a small near-by island called by the

natives Tanambogo. The invasion of

Guadaicanal had caused them to leave
it. Storage tanks for Diesel oil had been
set up by the enemy there. The tanks
were supported by 1 beams set in con-
crete bases. The Big Six loaded into the
McFarland’s motor sailer and, tipping
over the tanks, hack-sawed and b

out the steeli beams and brought them
back to the creek, Already it had been
named McFarland’s Creek. Someone
reported seeing Japanese telephone poles
in the jungie, and the Big Six found
them-—good, stocky poles waiting for
American axes. Cosgrove cut into one of
them.

“That's pine,”” he aaid. *Can’t fool
me on pine. Look at her! Creosote
dipped, good as the telephone company
set up in Dakota. Them Japs was count-
ing on staying here a long time.”

They cut down three of the poles and
came back to the ship, towing them on a
long painter astern.

The steel was the hardest part of the
rudder job. They were short on oxygen
for welding and cutting, and they had to
preheat first with gasoline blowtorchea

quarters. They were to hold the blocks
that would give the tiller ropes leverage.
‘The rudder was twenty-five feet long and
made of four lengths of the telephone
pole cut flat on one side, so they would
butt up tight together. At each end the
poles were capped in a steel box bolted

ped
through with special bolts turned on the -
the in the Mac's machine locker -

little
in the engine room.

For gudgeons and pintles they fash-

‘and then just give the last white-hot:
lick with the oxygen. The I beams made :
two outrigger struts on the McFarland’s :

ioned eyes and links made of one-and- -

three-eighth-inch steel and
the biggest piece of I beam they had
welded like a crazy stempost to the Mc-
Farland’s torn after end. The redder was
swung by steel-cable tiller ropes fast-
ened to pad eyes on its outboard end.

T‘heﬁggingoftherunﬂgfuﬁ;
] €

turned over to Raidline,

bos'n, from Los Angeles, and he led it .

t.hmigi _f_ai}'l—e;dm_pad ejreé forward
to the midship winch, a double-spooled
old clanker that never failed.

from ~

When they were welding the I-heam

sternpost they had to get the McFar-
land’s stern out of water by shifting ail
ballast forward, and it wes then that
they couid see how miraculous had been

the fate that spared them their screws, |

About smix feet of the keel had been
saved. Attached to that stump were the
garboard plates that held the shaft

struts. The flush-deckers were given :
great cast struts big enough for a light |
cruiser, and their strength, paradoxically, !
was enough to hold tbe plating that was

80 necessary to hold them.

The brush-cutting detnil worked stead-
ily., It required a lot of branches and
boughs to cover 1200 tons of long lean

destroyer, and the stuff wilted in the hot :
sun after a day. On deck the ship looked
like a leafy grove, they said, and it was -

pleasant there in the cool shade.

Twenty milea away, Guadalcanal was -
fighting for ita life. The radio staff found -
they could help in communications, and

they unshipped their equipment and,
loading it in the motor sailer, carried it
to Tulagi and set up an intermediary
communications station there atop the

highest hill. The signal staff was detailed -

to help too.

In the first nine dayw of their hiding,

the McFarland counted twenty-nine
separate air raids. After that, everyone
lost count. The raids were filled with
drama, especially after it was discovered
that the radio set in the CPQ's quarters
couid be tuned in to the battle wave
length and tbe talk between planes of
both sides could be heard. They would
turn it up loud, so it could be heard on
the foredeck, and then go out and, peer-
ing from their leafy grove, watch the
show and hear the commands and the
threats and the boasts and the cries.

A squadron jeader known in the air
only as “Montana” was their favorite.
His taunts at the Japs and their squeal-
ing hatred of him and their promises to
kil him that he always turned mnto grim









jokes by killing them made him a
legendary warrior.

Powell came into the room where I was
talking with the men. He is a dark-
haired, blue-eyed, good-looking kid from
San Francisco, a signalman, second claas,
on the McFarland. He had been ashore
looking for a girl he used to know, and
was still in his whites.

Duel in Paradise

With nine marines, he had been
stationed on a tiny mud and coral and
mangrove island in the inside end of the
Sealark Channel on the night of Novem-
ber twelfth-thirteenth for a special
mission. Suddenly out of the darkness,
coming in to close with the Japanese
fleet, loomed a solemn procession of
United States heavy cruisers, led by the
San Francisco. The ten men on the tiny
isiand stood frozen with mouths agape.
They did not know such a fleet was
about, and in the darkness it was hard
fo tell whether it wan friend or foe. It
was a jet-black night with no wind and
a sea like glasa.

Strong on the air they all emelled that
strange scent of flowers that the men
who did not die on the San Francisco
remember 8o vividly. It was heavy and
sweet on the hot night air, a emell, they
say, like the perfume of many lilaca.
November is the time of the ginger
bloom on Guadaicanal, and it was prob-
ahly ginger flower,

A marine gripped Powell'a arm and
whispered hoarsely, “‘That’s one of our
cans, bud. Yeah! They look like they're
goin' somewhere, don’t they? Jeepers!”

The silent, darkened fleet moved by
and the stealthy wash of its passing
lapped the mangrove rcots at their feet,
and then for & time there was only the
soft, scented, breathless night. Then,
like thunder crashing, came the San
Francisco's opening broadside. The helio-
trope light of her guns flickered on the
polished mangrove leaves and they
trembled. The little island shook as the
dJapanese, with battleship and cruiser,
answered, and the whole American line,
in by mow,. started firing. For eight
minutes the terrific broadsides thun-
dered, and then, lighting the whole
world so brightly that the frozen men on
the speck of ialand ducked for cover and
stared into one another’s white faces, a
Japanese cruiser exploded. Silence came
into the pink sky for a moment as the
fleets used the light to orient themselves.
Then the firing resumed.

Home is the Sailor —

The next morning, skivvy shirts that
the ten men had left soaking in the
water were yellow with oil, and on the
next island something had washed up
on the beach. They rowed over, and it
was two dead American seamen. They

buried them as well as they could and
wrapped their tags in handkerchiefs
reverently and brought them back, so
their relatives could know where and
when.

All that morning they saw planes at-
tacking something just out of sight to
the westward. They were planes out of
Henderson, sinking a crippled Japanese
battleship, the one the San Francisco
crippled over her starboard shoulder,

Ten days later, on Thanksgiving Day,
the McFarland was ready to sail. There
was a sea like glass and, just to prove
that hard times were over, there was
turkey in the oven. A shipment of holi-
day food had reached Guadalcanal and
the Mac was given a cut of it. The clank-
ing winch steered them out of McFar-
land’s Creek and down the Sealark to
Torpedo Junction, the southern end of
the Sealark. They passed through that
tense gate into the open sea. It was like
polished giass too, The wake behind the
blown-off stern was like something a
butter churn would make, but the big
black and red-rusted rudder trailed out
through it inio solid water and steered
them true. :

They took four lucky days into the
nearest base where cutting torches and
sheet steel could be found. There they
were argued out of their telephone-pole
rig and a steel one was put on instead
and they started eastward. For a time
they went well, but the heavy jury rud-
der gave them trouble in a gale and
twisted askew. For the last 1000 miles
they had to come on with rudder half
over and a single screw turning and the
starboard anchor trailing forty fatboms
of chain. With that arrangement she
held a course after a fashion. To pass the
time they made up a song. Part of it
goes:

The admiral stands alone by the pier,
Down each cheek trickles a slow and sad

tear.

The medals are rusty, his head is all
gray, .

He keeps on saying "Is the Mac in
today £

The war is over, the Axis fs beat,
They hold Victory Parade down on
Market Street.

The reserves have come, the reserves have
went,

And the people have chosen a new Presi-
dent.

Tokyo has fallen, Berlin, it has, too,
The Mac, she’s still comin’ on only one
screww,

“But,” said little Red Harp, her chief
gunner, “here we be. And, mister, you
tell 'em it feels right good.”













The U.S.S. McFariand (AVD-14), well camouftaged and moored port
side to the east bank of a river on the back channe! of Tulagi.
(Photos are enlargements of snapshots included in LCdr. John C.
Alderman's Action Report on the bombing dtd. 15 December 1942, )

A distant view of the ship (cenfér} lookihg southeast; taken from
the starboard gquarter. The USS Jamestown (AGP-3), a torpedo boat
tender, was also moored in this waterway to escape detection.







U.S5.5. McFarland (AvD-14)

Editor!'s Note: Happily, | was able to /ocate Doc McCafferty's

son, Emit L. McCafferty, I11I, a lawyer in Mobile, Alabama, and

provide him a copy of this booklet. He has written me that

his daughter has enjoyed reading about her grandfather's shipl
E. A, wilde, Jr.
May, 1995






Feb 2, 1995
E.A Wilde

I am writing in response to your "seeking” note in the Jan./Feb. 1995 Guadalcanal Echos.
The McFarland was one of those successfill events in my 2 1/2 years in the South Pacific
that bring back fond memories,

On August 6, 1942 I was a boat coxswain on the USS Heywood and was told to pack my
blankets and a change of dungarees and skivvies as I was going to be left with my boat,
with the Marines when we hit the beach the next day. Sometime in early September the
USS fuller brought in a Navy standard 40' motor lamch equipped to establish a "fiiel stop
only” seaplane base, primarily for the PBY squadron operating firom the USS Curtis in
Esperito Santo. Circumstances gave me the job and with two other fellows we set out the
mooring buoys for the planes, and the three of us set up camp on Tanambogo island at the
Southeast end of Tulagi Harbor.,

Our camp was on the Florida side of Tanambogo and we witnessed frequent air raids over
on Guadalcanal 20 miles away. However we didn't notice the McFarland come into
Tulagi Harbor. My first contact was in the middle of the night of the 16 th, when we
received a message to go out to the McFarland as they needed our 2" Bowser pump. As
we came alongside we could see that she was down by the stern and as we made our
presence known they put our suction hose down the after companionway into the crews
compartment, and we started pumping. After some hours dawn was breaking and someone
on the ship said "you know you are only pumping against the South Pacific” as the after
compartment bulkhead was missing, so we shut down the pumping operation . Our regular
duty was to service tramsient seaplanes and the only notice we ever received that our
services were needed was a plane circling or landing and we could just as well stay
alongside the McFarland.

Later that moring we were invited to breakfast aboard the ship, a day that I will never
forget. We had survived 27 days with 3 days rations after the landing and ended up with
one meal of plain Japanese rice at 10 AM. Supplies had arrived since that time but camp
cooking left a great deal to be desired. When the cook on the McFarland asked how I
wanted my eggs done and then apologized because he only had fresh baked biscuifs for
breakfast and not toast, it was like Thanksgiving and Christmas all rolled into one. I think
that I had at least 8 sunny side up eggs and I know countless bircuite with butter, and real
live coffee. We stayed alonggide for some time but it was apparent that there was little we
could do so it was back to our station on Tanambogo.

The next day (?), we were told to go up to the head of the bay and again assist the
McFarland. She had been pulled up into an inlet as far as possible and against the bank,
and as we arrived the crew was stringing camouflage netting over the ship to make it blend
into the jungle. There was a possibility that the ammo magazine under the after crews
quarters was watertight although it was flooded. The plan was to sendbag the 3 foot
square ammo hatch and start pumping. After the sandbags were in place and the hatch
opened, we started our pump but without much success. However the crew, working waist



deep in water around the sandbags could feel water flowing through the barrier and
proceeded to start plugging the holes using mostly ciothing that was floating around in the
compartment. Soon the water was going down which meant that the magazine was tight,
and the spirits of those involved really soared . As we pumped out the magazine the ship
began to rise and soon the after crews compartment was 2 feet above the water line.

With this much success, the spirit of "Yankee ingemmity” came into full bloom. The days of
the McFarland were not over yet. All she needed was a rudder and steering power which
had been lost in the original attack. The big winch amidships was OK so the problem was
what to use for arudder. Iknew of a pile of creosoted logs each about 8 inches by 10 feet
on Gavutu as well as a stock of round 1ron rod and some angle in an apparent island
machine shop that was left over from the days of British occupation of the islands. I can
remember the McFarlands motor whaieboat coming in to the dock at Tanambogo and
directing them over the causeway to Gavutu and to the area to be scrounged, but that is
about the last of my contact with the McFarland. The remainder of the story was well
written in an issue of Our Navy which I thoroughly enjoyed.

I would appreciate a copy of your McFarland book when it is available.

God Bless ,/7/ ﬂ
"///f/';%’ T

T

E A Wilde  Ward A Zimmermas )
1210 Greendale Ave. 4115 S.W. 195 th Ct. (/ -
Neecdham, Ma. 02192-4622 Aloha, OR. 97007

(617) 449-0392 (503) 642-9866
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The torpedo-boat tender U.S.S. Jamestown (PG-55; later, AGP-3) was moored near the McFarland in Tulagi's
back channel while she serviced the PT boats of Squadron 3. Thls 294-foot vessel, a millionaire'’s yacht
before 1941, survived the war and was finally scrapped in 1946, (Photograph from the USNI collection.)
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A close-up of the jury rudder that brought the U.5.5. McFarland (AVD-14) from
Guadalcanal back to Pear! Harbor in December, 1542, after a bomb hit her fan-
tail! destroying both her rudder and her steering engine. A total! of twenty-
seven men were killed: fifteen of the 160 walking-wounded medical evacuees on
board and twelve ship's company. Twenty-eight were wounded: seventeen of the
passengers and efeven ship!fs company. {Official U.S5. Navy photograph,)
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Destroyer With Makeshift Stern

Reaches Hawaii From Solomons

By ROBERT TRUMBULL
By Telaphooe to THR N3w Yorx TINEE,

PEARL HARBOR, Dec. 30—
With a temporary satern put onin
the Solomons to replace the ane
that waa completely blown away
near Tulagl Oct. 16, the U. 8. 8.
McFarland, a 1,200-ton destroyer
of 1920 vintage, which had been
converted into a meaplans tender,
came proudly back to Pearl Har-
bor under.her own ateam, it waa
revealed here today by her com-
mander, Lisut. Comdr. John Clem-
ent Alderman, 36, of Fortland, Ore.

Commander Aldreman and his

executive officer, Lieutenant Earle

Q. Gardner, 20, of Aliceville, Ale.,
told how the McFariand waa at-
tacked by nine Japaness torpedo
planas in the channel between
Guadalcanal and Tulagl, Shs was
hampered by tugs mecured io her
gides for the discharge of her
gasoline losd, so she could not
follow the usual evasion tactics in
defense,

The McFarland was not alto-
gether helpleas, howevery she
downed four of the enemy planes.

Although the personnel casusal-
ties aboard the McFarland were
heavy, mince she waa carrying a
large number of “walking wound-
ed” from Guadaleanal, much of her
gasoline cergo was saved for the
plenes in the Solomona.

“Thers isn't & great deal to tell
abeut this, but If you can find a
story in it, all right,” Commander
Alderman said in a press interview
hers. '

When he had finished his story,
he was summoned to the offiés of
Admiral Chester W. Nimite, Com-
mander in Chief of .the Pacific
Flest, and received warm praise
for his “courage and tenacity.”

“We were loaded to capacity
with gasoline, including a deck
load,”"” Commander Alderman sald,
“We also had a number of air-
cratt torpedoes-on deck, and- below
& large number of alrcratt bomba
and miscellaneous ammunition.,

'"We ieft from an advanced base
in the South Pacific area.on . Oct.
14, going to Guadalcanal urnes-
corted. On the wey up we saw a
Japanese carrier plane, an Afchil-
88 [the {ype of dive-bomber in-
eluded in the party that ralded
Pearl Harbor]. She watched us,
ducking in and out of the clouds
and coming as close as 2,000 yards
oft our starboerrd beam, but she
evidently decided we weren't worth
the—torpedo she carred, so after
ten or fifteen minutes, she left
toward ths northeast, We re-
ported her course af retirement,
for it might indicate the where-
abouts of her carrier.

“This was the morning of Oct
16. That same day we saw the
black puffs of anti-aircraft fire on
the northern horizon. This, we
learned, was coming from the new
destroyer Meredith, which was then
being sunk by the Japa.

“We left that ares ag fast as we

.could. Promptly at daylight the

next day, Oct. 16, we made land-
fall in the vicinity of Guadalcanal,
according to plan. As we started
in,” we received orders to retire
southward because of heavy enemy
air and surface activity. )

“4"Well, here we were next door
to our objective. We saw no per-
centage in going all the way back
‘south and having this to do- over
again when we could get'in, deliver
our load, and get out, provided
there were no ships off Guadal-
canal.

“So we hung around in the rain-
aqualls and asked permission to go
on in and unload. We got it
Everybody else on a similar rmis-
sion had already withdrawn from
the area.”
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ER NOWAT

fARL HARBOR

' By JAMES F, LOWERY '
PEARL HARBOR, Dec. 30.—American ingenuity and re-.

sourcefulness has saved the
known as the Good Somaritan
The ship is now here.

Lt. Cmdr. John Clement
per of the tender, today told the
amazing story of how the ship was
practically rebuilt in a small creek
on Florida island in the Solomons
afier a. lerge section- of her stern
was completely blown off during an
attack by Jgpanese dive hombers
while she was unloading supplies a
few miles off Guadalcanal.

Wammed Of Danger

Although warned of danger ahead,
the McFarland loaded to capacity
with aviation gas, aircraft torpe-
does and hombs plus ammunition,
obtained permission to proceed to
Guadalcanal the morning of Octo-
ber 16 and unload her cargo.

“Here we were,” Cmdr. Alderman
said, “right next door to Guadal-
ecanal.” : :

“IWe could see ne reason io
retire south as directed and have
the thing to do all over again. I
thought we could get in, unioad
and get out.”

Pointing out that other ships in
the area on similar missions with-
drew, the skipper said:

“After we, received permission we
went in at high speed toward
Lunga point.

Cargo Unloaded

MWe intended to travel the usual
route but found a small boat on the
beach being shelled by Japanese
artillery.

“We turned around and headed
east, where we met barges piloted
by marines and began unloading
our cargo. .

“We had about one third of the
cargo yet to dispose of, when we
got a signal from shore that 2
submarine perisgppe was stand-
in~ apsincApal,
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to discharge b ad goiten up the
anchor and started sieaming
slowly with the barges alongside
to get away from the sub.

“While doing this we were at-
tacked by enemy planes—nine dive
bombers,

seaplane tender McFarland—
of the novy—from total loss,

Alderman, 36, Portland, Ore., skip~

“Tf it had been five feet farther o
the stern it never vould haxghi

. *The bewnb - struck ‘the depth.
charge frack, seiting off the depth:
charges we had aboard.”

During the air attack the Me-
Farland whas credited with shooting
down four planes.despite the fact
she was busy unloading cargo.

Cmdr. Alderman explained that

every man sboard the ship was
thrown off his feet by the ®on-

cussion of the explosion, :

“I was locky. I lit on top of
the pile.” he said explaining that
he landed on top of two other

men,

He =aid by now one of the barges
alongside loaded with gas was
gblaze and flames were shooting 200
feet into the air,

Stern Damaged

“Although I did not Ikmow it at
the time a large section of our stern
had been blown away along with
the rudder and steering control.

“Qur casualties were heavy &t
several Tpassengers aboard and
evacuees from Guadalcanal were in
the heads and wash room located
there.”

The commander pointed out that
he had taken aboard several walk-
Ing wonnded from Guadalcanal
from the barges and was intent
on returning them to another base.

Close to Enemy

“We were getting close {o enemy

territory and there was some gues-
tion if we w%&d run aground,” he
said, ~
However, iiat was avoided by
maneuvering, tfe ship's rngine, .ope
was full sneedewihesdafid “anorlier.
TWRS “oaci  TheGadheE g
method the McFarland was set omra.
course to Tulagi about 23 miles
away, .
-“About this time we had a fire
break out. We thoughi it was in
the aft magazine, but found out
later it was only matiresses In the
crew’'s quarters.

“Each plane drepped two medium
Mmbs but only the last plane
gcored T¥jrect hit.

"It was dark when we got in the

vicinity of Tulagi and we sent a
signal to them requesting help.
They sent out various types of craft
and got us under tow.”

The next day, Cmdr. Alderman
said, he looked for some place safe
from air attack. He found a creek
on+-a nearby island and the ship
was pushed there and repaired
while under camouflage so tbat it
could return to an advance base.

; Used Phone Pole

He said a jury rudder was made
out of telephone poles. That en-
abled the ship to reach the other
forward base, where a jury stern
was installed enabling the McFar-
land to return to Pearl Harbor.

The MeFariznd iz well known
in the navy, especially for one
. adventure when she was credited
with sinking = sub. -

After the interview Cmdr. Alder-
man and his executive officer, Lt
Earle G. Gardner, 28, Aliceville,
Ala, were greeted personally by
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, com-
mander of the Pacific fleet, who
praised the men for their courage
in carrying out their mission.
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Gallant Ship Comes Home

T he Once Over 2y H. 1. Phillips

THE EPIC OF THE McFARLAND

“The U. 8. S. destroyer McFarland
Is back in Pearl Harbor under her
own Ssteam, with her stern bilown off
in the Tulagi battle. She was carry-
ing oil as a seaplane tender and was
unabie to dodge the bombs because
she was hampered by tugs secured to
her sides. With her stern gone, fir-s
raging, and leaking badly, she made
temporary repairs and got home with
heavy crew losses”"—News item.

I

When you think you're in a tough spot
And you feel you're in a jam—

And the odds are all against vou

As Dame Prudence whispers, “Scram!”
When the menaces are many

And your whole world seems to crack,
&ive a8 thought to the McFarland

And her trip to hell and back!

i d

I have heard of ships in trouble
But, say, “trouble” ain't the word
In discussing all the hazards
That this fighting ship incurred;
Gasoline her deadly cargo,
Barges slowing down her speed,
Bombers giving her the husiness . . .
“Trouble,” would you say? Indeed!
III
When the Charlies called a recess
Blasted off was her rear end—
(A most inconvenient mishap—
Need I further words expend?)
Well, there's such & thing as pride, sir,
And embarrassment. is keen
With a ship, as with a person,
When a plight like this is seen.
v
The McFarland is a lady
Known for poise in any fray- -
But you should have seen her when she

Looked and saw herself that way!
She bécame a fighting fury
As she took the flercest belts,
And quite soon the Japs were wishing
They had hit her somewhere else!
v

There was fire in her innards,
She had leaks both [ore and aflt;
Hell broke loose on what was Jeft, but
She was still a fighting eraft;
She had lii{tle she could tight with
In this most heroie test,
But with what was left she battled
Like she still had ;ll the rest.

: 1
Well, you know the stirring epiec . + .
“Mac” is back on ‘her own steam,
With a vital part sti)l missing
But her spirit stiil agleam:
Bigger ships have siood less pounding;
Here’s the morai clean and fair—
When vou ups and hits a jady
You had best be careful where.
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(415) MNITED STATES PACITIC FLEET
ATRCRATT SOUTE PACIFIC FOPCT
' 1 DEC 1942
Fronm: Cormander Alrersft, South Pacific Forea,
To: The Secretary of the Havy..
Via: (1) Commander South Facific Poree,
(2) Commander-in-Chisef, U.S. Pacifie Tleet,
Subject: U.S.S. It FARTAID - Recormendation for Citetion,
Reference: (a} ALGAV 238 of Govember 3, 1942,
‘ 1. The U.S.S. MC PARLAND reported to this ocrmand in
June 1942, "and Bas; sinc é‘ftlm‘t—t'ﬁﬁTs?rﬁ"d“Withmﬁam“g

distinctlion as a seaplane tender, escort vessel, patrol boat,
cargo and troop carrier and as a station ship.

2. AB a seaplane tender, ‘the IMC FARLATD has, on three
occasions, Aurust 5 - 10, Ausust 27 — Septenber 5 and September
11 - 1L, successfully omersted FEY aircraft fron the advanc ed
base at APRICOT, thereby inereasing naterially tke search area
of this cormmand and provicing early and accurate infornation on
the movenents of the enenv,

3. As an escort vessel the ! FARLAD has insured the
safe delivery of valuable and ur~ently required equiprient and
personnel to elmost all of the sdvanced bases in the South
Pacific ares,

L, In the role of a patrol host the !X PANLAD has
maintained antl-subnarine patrols off the harbor entrances of
both WEITE FOPFY and JUTTO: and has nede nunsrous attacks on
subnarine sound contacts angd has, on at lesst one occasion
(Fuly 15 at W.'ITEZ POIPY) Severely damaged and probably sunk an
eneny subrarine.

5. Acting as e cargo and troop carrier the T TARLAD,
grior to October 15, nade 3 Secarate tripe fron PUTTON-RO3ZS to
ACTUS, delivered personncl and badly needed supplies of avgas,
bonbs and torpedoes. On Cetober 15, the IT TATILD was again on
her way to CACTUS CErrTing two Lupéred druns of avras, bonbs am
torpedoes. In the face of the known przsence of vastlr superior

-1 -
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(L15) UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLIET
ATRCRAFT SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE
1 DEC 1942

Subject: U.5.5. IC FARLATD - Recormnendation for Citation.
enemy surface and alr forces and after all other sllied ships
bound on the same nmission had turned back, the IT FATLAD con-
tinued on her course, arriving off CACTUS at dawn Ociober 16,
and succeeded in unloading her entire cargo before she was
attacked by eneny dive bonbers and severely danered, although
her anti-aircraft battery had accounted for four of the
attacking planes. After the attack the IT FARLAD was towed
to RINGZOLT where she was securely oanouflased against enenmy
8ir attacks and where she served es a station ship, giving
Valuah;g_asgiggangg_gg,gatg;_gprces,operating at that base,
until sufficient repairs hzd beon effected to pernit her to
Proceed under escort to SUTTO,

6 Tor the remsons described above it is strongly
Tecormended that the U.5.3, IT FARLA™ receive the Unit Award
outlined in reference (a). The following citation is sug-
gested:

"For distinmuished service during the period

June 20 to October 16, 1942, mzainst the cormon
eneny, and for extraordinery achievenent on
October 16 when the courage and deternination

of the offioers and men of the U.3.8. 1T FANLATD
ensbled her to deliver, under ths constant
threat of attack by vastly superior surface ani
air forces, urgently needed supplies to our
troops on Guadalcanel end therebyr ocontributing
greatly to the subseguent successful defense

of thet island., The cool courane, dcternination
{0 successfully accomplish their sissiorm and
utter disregard of their bersonel safety on the
part of the officers and rien of the U.3.3,

IX FATLAD we3 in accordance with the highest
traditions of the naval service."

/8/ AUTR=T v, TITCE
Cony to:

L

C.C. U3S 1€ FARLAND,



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

‘The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION to the

UNITED STATES SHIP McFARLAND

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

““For outstanding performance during action agatnst
enemy Japanese forces In the Southwest Pacific Area,
June 20 to October 16, 1942, Serving inturnas a seaplane
tender, escort vessel, patrol boat, and cargo and troep
carrier, the McFARLAND, under constant threat of hostile
attack, delivered urgently needed supplies to American
troops on Guadalcanal until eventually disabled by Japanese
dive bombers and towed to port for repair. Her restora-
tion to combatant status, at a time when she might easily
have been given up for lost, is a distinctive tribute to the
courageous tenacity of her officers and men.”’

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.






Newspaper Coverage - June, 1943,

Ship Has Victory Proofs

‘Lieut, Commander E. G. Gardner, Jr., USN, command ing officer
‘of the U.S.S. McFariand (AVD-14), is shown on the bridge of
the seaplane tender whlich was awarded the Presidential Unit
Citation For action in the South Pacific. Above him are Jap
flags representing the Four Jap bombers downed by the shipls
gunners and the Jap submarine sunk by depth charge attacks.
( Internat jicnal News photo from U.S. Navy. )







Worid War | Ship Gets Presidential Award for Outstanding Service

San Diego Newspaper - 13 June 1943
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ELRVENTH HAV:L DISTRICT SBEIAL 5D(a)=922(43)
Fublio Relations Offlce
(Zan Dlego)

BOTE TO EDITONS AMD TRESS SBEVICES: Pleases do not publiah undar
: date line

A "fouwr stacker” destroysr of world war I deslgn which waa
reritied spd esst {n & new role as a patraol plane tender, the U.3.8,
derurlend todey ls one of the few shipa diéplaying gps Sresident izl
Unit Citution for "outstanding performanc; in aotiun'and distinguished
service to the Uaited States,” 7

Relating in restreined offlclsl longusge the haroilc doedsn
of thie gallanat shi; end her orew, the cltation 1a eagraved on a
bronze plawue, whlcl was jresentod By Vice .dm. John H, Towers,
U,2eH., Commnnder Alr Foroe, Paailic Fleet, 6n behnlf of the Presi-
dent and the commnndor-ln-Chior, Tacirio Floet.

_ It was acoepted by Lt. Comdr. E. G. Cerdner, Jr., U.H.H.,
of 1liolvillo, Ala., wo wag a:ooutive offiger under Lt. Gondr. '
John G, Aldannnn, U.3: W., of Portland, ora., at the tinn ot th-
aotion. Gardner lator suao-ndad Aldornnn as oannnnding orrioar.

Drnwn up 1n parade rornatlon alonz ‘ths rails of the ahip &nd
on thﬂ dook. -nlilted.nen.end otriooru witnessed the inmpressive
ccranonr thy'or th-n ucrvnd throngh thz ntirring action brierly
mantinned on. tha plaque und hnd helpo& to savo the: ship after ahs
was virtunlly'givan up rar loat.

-The Hhrnrlanq,glrquy'hga five souvenirs of her dzys in

aotion-=five Jap :1&;. piintad ca thes btridge to represent the four
enexy dlve boabers she brought down and the Nip submarine aho sent

to the bLottom. Another bhomber, howover, nearly manoged to avenge tha

undaerseaa boert,



Aoocording to tke aizotion signed by Adm,. C. \‘r". Hin.itz-, U.5.H.y
the Hefurland afded iz gusrding vitsel supply lines to Guadaloanal
during the early days ol thut scuthwest Fuoirie engsgement. She re-
mzined 2t her post despite repeated and powerful efforts of hostlle
rlenes to drive her cway or eink har.

Thoy came so close to u.uconpliahiuz the letter goal the gita-
tion related, that the MoFarland was "thought ta be of very little
valus for further combat.” Theze who held that belierf, however, 4did
not rsokon with the undeleantable spirit of her crow.

The nearly fatal bdlow was dalivered by the last of a flight of
nine Jap planesz. Four were downed oy the HoFarlend's guns, others
nicsed, but ons dropped its bcmh on the forner dastrcyor'e 8lin fantall.
“he explosion alao gset off some of the ship'a depth ohargas._

cnly tho mperhuman sfforts of the crew zspt her afloat long
encughh to reach a harbor where oo oogld be patohed up t&upqrnrily.

That's what the oitation referred cﬁ;uh-n.it peids *ﬁﬁ@ﬁrf;hn
most sdverse oonditions, the orrloﬁga"&nd'm or-'lt.h_'b He!'arlud mada -
the necessery temporary rapalrs so that the ship wes able ts“jronoid
to port where she was nads ready to continue in the service of lher
gountry."

- "The detarnination and duvation to duty or‘thn officers and
men or the Hornrlmd throughout these nctim m 1n anang u!.th
tho hlgnaﬂt trndition; of the NnVal a-rvion,' it coneluded.

The plaque will be installod on the sii) so0 tlat it will
serve o8 a oonstsnt rominder of her glorious past deeds and provide

loapiration during future aoctions,

) 2]



Waterbury, Conn., Newspaper
March 21, 1943

I 7Vaval Hero H umbly
A p plws For Gasolme

Lieut. Chalmers’
“Attitude In Contrast
To Others In Line

An English woman - residing in|
Weaterbury and Naval hero back|
from a getto with Jap dive bombers |
at Guadalcanal produced the ‘‘un-
common’’ reaction to rationing at
‘the local boa.rd last week, members
‘report.

The Naval hero, Lieut. Norman
Chalmers, whose wife is the for-
mer IFrances Jamele of Water-
{bury, brought to Pearl Harbor a
destroyer which -had most of her
stern blown.away by epemy dive|
bombers. As engineering officer
aboard the four stacker McFar-
land, he " directed repairs which
enabled this battlewagon to come|
home proudly through 4,000 mfles
of treacherous waters.

Then he was given leave and
went to the gasoline ration board,
“to gee if I could have a few gal-,
lons of gas to visit my parents.”;
Just a few gallons, for which he
&tood quietly in line and for which
he quietly, almost humbly, asked.
He was unrecognized, until the
very last. He gave his . name as
Lieut. Norman Chalmers, and
was recognized as the engineering
ofticer aboard the good ship Me-
Farland, fresh from the war front.

But ration board members can
tell you about some other appli-
cants. The ones that filibuster and
fume for an extre ration, to
which they are not entitled. Those \
who stampede and elbow theiry
way through walting consumers tol
gain ends.

One of these, described by a
ration board volunteer as ‘'young
defense worker,” caused some
commotion by pushing his way
to the counter through his fellow-
men, demanding his rights. He
wanted some gas and he couldn't
wait because he had to get back
to work.

A small-statured woman, with a
Cockney dialect, spoke up to the
young defense warker.

*You shouldn't be impatient,”
she said quietly. “You ought to
get down on this 'stone floor and
thank God you can get what you
want after you're through wait-
ing.”

It seems she had relatives in
England who wrote and related of
the waits they had to put in for
rationed commodities. There were
times, she had been informed,
when, after the lonz waits, there
was nothing to be had.




Lake View,

lowa,
January 28,

Newspaper
1943

Harvey Peters Comes Through Jav
Bombing With Shmpnel Wounds

Having six Jap dive hombers at-
tack his ship and come out with
shrapnel wounds and a broken nose
wag.an. experience of fireman 2nd
class Harvey Peters; son of Mr; and
Mra.; Joe Peters, spending a part of
his- 30 day:furlough vlsif.ing rela-
tives and trle hare

Harvey's  ship,” the ; McF‘nrlane
had finished unloading supplies Tor
the Marineg last Qctober 15th at the
.Solomons and . were ready to leave
for another port when the bombers
attacked. Harvey was gt a gun sta-
-tion on the stern of the ship when
the attack came. The first bomb
dropped hit the water near the boat.
Ag it hit the water it exploded caus.
ing Harvey’s wounds. . He-was hit
on the nose, the left elbow and in
the back and chest.

After being struck by the ghrap-
nel, he went to the aft deck house
for emergency treatment. While he
was there another bomb made a dl.
rect hit which tore away the stern
killing T of the crew.

Harvey was taken ashore where
he remained for 36 hours receiving
treatment. Then he was flown with
other wounded crewmen to the New
Hebrides group. He was there for
20 days then went to New Zealand
and from there was transferred to:
" this country Ly boat. . After arriv-
ing on the west coast he was at the!
Mare Island hospital fors- 21 days:
then he started his 30 days fur-|
lough. }

While at the Solomons, the ship:
had taken on several Marines to be:
transferred - to other islands. The.
bomb hita killed 17 of these men..
Gunners on the McFarlane brought
down 4 of the six bombers and fight.
er planeg from the island account.
ed for others in the group. ‘

Part of the shrapnel has been re-
moved from Harvey's back snd el-

il bow .but x-rays show there is st.ﬂl

some remaining in his chest wh!ch
cannot be taken out.

Harvey- enlisted in-the Navy t.he
forepart of January 1941.. He went.
to Great Lakes and. th.lx‘j.s the first
turlough’ he-hiis-had since a short
leave-after he’ finished -hik . boot:
training.

"He was at-Pdrl Harbor December:
Tth but did not-happgn to bein the
{mmediate .vicinity of the. bnmblng‘

-attack -and. e and“his- sEiplcame

Fhrmerh-nnhpemds, ‘

Last J’tn[i}l,\d .he Terf Pearl Har. |
bor on his- nhip, ‘a.geaplane tender..
They have ‘supplied seaplanes -'in
various ports.imn .the south Pacllic
and during that time.he stated they:
had had at least:12 torpedoes fired
at them by. Jap subs but each.one:
missed -

- With depth ciirges he said they!
bad sunk six-Jhp submarines. that

they know. of-and maybe more, One:

dark night.‘they came within 2000 .
yards of "a. Jap crulser  but they
passed unnotiqed and no shots were .
fired.
* The McFarlane is the ship which
was recently publicised as having
rigged up its own stern and making
port after having the original stern |
blown away by bombs.

. 'Harvey ig very anthusiastic about.
Navy life and ig ready: to report for
duty the 20th of this month- when
hie furlough will be terminated. ;

He ment to Tooeld, Utah where:
his parents and brother and-sister-
in-law reside. He -sccompanied
them here last Thursday for a visit
They plan to return the latter part
of this week or the first of next
week.

Harvey has seen Red Monroe and
Lloyd Swieter a few times hut that
ts all the information he could give
about them.
















ACTION REPORT

USS MC FARLAND DD 237

SERIAL 024 16 NOVEMBER 1944

ANT | -SUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SH]B REPORT OF,

REPORT COVERS ACTION OF 16 NOVEMBER
1944 WHILE OPERATING AS ESCORT TO

USS RANGER IN LAT. 32,37 M, LONG. 120.08 W.
(C.0. "H.S. CALVIN)
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DD-237/ S7L=4/M/ gwe U. S.S. McFARLAND DD-237 . NOV 2
. gEw e 7 .

T , ! ‘ WDER FLEET AlR
CONFIDENTTAL 16 November 194@%1!&'1‘ COAST
From: The Commanding Officer. i
To "¢ The Commarder-in~Chief, U.S. Fleet.

Via : (1) The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. RANGER.
(2)  The Commander Fleet Air, West Coast.
(3) The Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet.
(4) The Commander-in-Chief, Pmcific Fleet.
Subject: Action Report, U.S.S. McFARLAND DD-237, 16 November 19.4.

Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet Confidential Notice 26 CN~il.
(b) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 2 CL-44.

Enclosure: (&) Anti-Submerine Action By Surface Ship.
ifaneuvering board diagram of action.

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) the following
marrative, in conjunction with the standard report form for Anti-Submarine
Action by Surface Ship, is subtmitted as ar Action Revort for 16 November
1944 against a possible enemy submarine. Enclosures (A) and (B) are
forwvarded herewith.

24 U.S.S. McFARTAYD was in assigred operating area on course
330° T, speed 15 knots steaming as escort in scereening positicn 2000 vards
ahead of U.S.5. RAIGER. Ship darkened end in condition of readiness three.
At 2140, (zone plus 7), sound operator reported & possible submarine cortect,
bearing 000° T, range 1000 yards. Ship was called to general guarters and
attack started. RALGER immediately charged coursc 90 degrees to the left to
clear area. Comrmanding Officer elected to open range znd achieve better
attack vosition, INcFARLAID circled supposed submarine to starboerd, obtain-
ing no doprler echoes with beam traces, changing to down doppler and
apparantly stern traces, then beam traces with no dompler. Contact s
lost at 1300 yerds as range opened and then regained at 1300 yerds beering
3050 T as LicFARLAID closed. Medium shallow depth charge pattern wes ordered.
Slight bearing drift wes apparent to right and range rete about 18 knots.
Reverberations were very troublesome. Course 305 degrees wos held znticipet-
irg a sudden turn, Traces were very troad and ectimated as bow type. Range
rate approached 20 lmots with up doppler. Between 700 and 200 yards marked
oearirg drift left was cbtained. Target was apparantly in a turn to his
right. McFARLAIT came left with full rudder at 700 yerds and steadied on
attack course of 2400 T, Left cut at 700 yards was 275° T.

3. Sound gear lost cortact at 400 vards. Charges were fired on
recorder et 2152 In latitude 320 - 37'; Longitude 120° ~ 08!, using slope of
treces at 400 yards. It is estimated that YcFAFLAID crossed about 100 yards
chead of target ard dropped cherges on tergets estimated course.

La The shock of concussion of the first denth charge trirped out
ae circuit breakers of the generators. Sound gear, racdar, lights and all
adio were temrorarily out of <ommission. At 2154 NcFARIALD commenced turn

S B~



D-237/S7L-4/Mi/ gwe U.S. S, McFARLAND DD-237

wial..... 0%k ... -
CONFIDENTTAT - —
Subject: Action Reporﬁ, U.S.S. McFARLAND DD-237, 16 November 1944.

to right to avoid RANGER and attempt to regain contact., Difficulties In
starting gerierators were experienced but at 2156 they were started. Ship
steadied up on 150 degrees., 4t 2158 turned north; at 2205 turned west;
at 2211 turned south; at 2217 turned east. OTC then ordered McFARLAXD to
continue search for 15 minutes longer, and if results were negative, to
rejoin her. At 2226 turned north. By 2232 no further comtact had been
made, so McFARLAND set course to the northwest to rejoin RANGER, then
proceeding on 230° T,

5 Ship's track has been traced out around attack area and it
is felt that the search was carried out as well as possible under the
circumstances in which a crippling electrical casualty occured and search

ime was limited to one circuit of the erea, It was so dark it was
dmpossible to see any small objects on the surfece. HNo radar contact was
mace at anytime near the attack.

6. Meterological data et 2200 this night is as follows: Light
swell from IU.H.W.; Sea temnerature (surface) &40 F.; Wind from 345° T at
8 knots; Clouds - negligible; no moon; Visibility - about 5000 yards for a
large object such as the RAIGER.

7 The depth charge pattern 1laid comsisted of five charges with
settings from 75 ft. to 200 ft. One of the charges drovred with setting
200 ft. feiled to fire.

8. This vessel 1s extremely handicapped in anti-submarine work
by lecl of a D.R.T., mechanical log, and adecuate plotting facilities.
Recorder is located in pilot house and sound stack is inside chart house.
Chart house is very small and has to serve for redar, sound, plot, and
navigetion. It is felt that the target attacked wms very possibly an
enemy submarine.. If so it was ovrobably mekipng about 5 knots most of the
time. lio screw noises were heard but there were very severe reverberzations
anéd the CCJ sound gear is notoriously insensitive to screw noises. It is
unfortunate thet it was impractible to leave the PANGER unescorted ard to
conduct & more thorough search or make a better evaluation.

9. The recert sinking of 2 merchznt ship by an enemy submarine
in this area, erd the value of the carrier RAIGER as target lends increased
credence to the possibility of an enemy submarine.

Advance copies to: CinC, USFleet Viz Airmail.,
CinCrac, Via iirrail,
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U.S.S. McFARLAMD DD-237 ~ 16 November 1944 = -Time st Contact = 2140(Plus 7 Zome)

Lat, 32° 371 Long. 120° 08! = .Course 330° T ~ Speed 15 kuots.
1, Circumstances at time of Contact
Emoloyment of Ship - Weether and.Light. _Sea Wind -
Escort of carrier Clear Night Smooth Force 8 kts.
‘ ‘ 345 T
© 015° Rel.

2.

3.

4e

Steaming 2000 yards sahead of U.S.S. RANGER, patrolling fifteen degrees on her
bows, - o : '

Estimated sound range of the day = 1300 yards.

Sound gear in use = Echo-ranging with QCJ-2.

Nature of Contact - Sound, echo-ranging'at 100 yards. Sub first-reported by
attacking ship,

Sound gear operator making contact by echo ranging: CHAPHAN, Harvey Edward,
32854 145, Skic, U.S. Navy.

Barrage Plan - See attached sheet for pattern.

Charge Number s 1 s 2 3 3 3 AL : 5 3
Time of drop H : : - :
from 1lst charpe ; O, 53, 10s, 158,
Depth Setting $ 75 2150 : 200 : 150 : 200 ¢

Weight = Mk, 9 charges

Own course, first charge 240° T, speed 15 kts.
Sub course 210° T, apeed 5 kts.
Estimated sub depth =~ shallow

Tine between first contact and this attack - 12 min.

(a) Time between lest attack and abandonment of search - 38 Min., Resson search
abandoned =~ Orders from OTC,

(b) Number of charges remeining - 25,






The U.S.S. McFarland, redesignated a destroyer (DD-237),
escort carrier U.5.5, Gambier Bay (CVE-73) on 14 April 19u,

raised platform with two 20-mm ant iaircraft machine cannons ha
ing boats previously carrled amidships when she was a seaplanse tender.

ls shown refueling and reprovisioning Prom the
Refitted as an aircraft carrier ascort, a
s replaced the crane and aircraft-servic-

{orricial U.5. Navy photograph)







Excerpts from: GOING BACK TO TULAGI
by Cdr. Frederick S. Dean, USN (Ret.) in 19871
(Deceased, December 17, 1990)

BACK TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC

Our tour director didn't like to hear plans for changing his plans, but he agreed to help me go
back to Tulagi. His first question was “What's so special about Tulagi?”” My uncertain reply was
“Well - there's a gravestone there with the names of some old shipmates on it, and I want to take a
picture of it.” It was hard for me to say exactly why I did want to “Go Back.”

When I started to write this Tale of a Trip, I ran right into a mental roadblock over the
gravestone mission as being the only reason for the trip. There were lots of other reasons. A
friendly critic got rid of my roadblock for me by explaining that the gravestone was never
supposed to be the solo feature of my story. The planning and execution of my backward trip
through time and space had been the real story.

On the Way Back to Tulagi

When we stepped out of the jet, we stepped into another world. This was the place where
Japanese engineers had started to build an airstrip to support Japan's steady drive towards New
Caledonia and Australia. This was also the place where American Marines had come ashore in
1942 and stopped that drive permanently. This was the airfield that American Seabees had
completed in time for Marion Carl, Joe Foss, and John Smith to use in their daily scrambles
toward enemy bombers and fighters and fame as Aces of the “Cactus Air Force.” Memorial
plaques in and around today's Honiara air terminal attest to the many battles fought for control of

this airstrip.

Henderson Field's coral and Marston Matting surfaces of 1942 are now covered with
concrete and the runway stretches out to 8,00 feet. The grass shack pagoda and spindly control
tower structures have been replaced by a few modest warehouse-like buildings, without air
conditioning and with super-radiant heat from the metal roofing. The combination of heat and
humidity is unknown in California except, possibly, in the saunas of the health pariors.

k % % k& X ¥ & k¥ k¥ ¥ ¥

1Fritz Dean was not able to Iocate the McFarland monument when he returned to Tulagi for a few hours on
January 23, 1987. Fortunately, he wrote an eighteen-page narrative about his rip with extended flashbacks
telling about his wartime experiences there in 1942. Thanks 10 his wife Yvonne, who accompanied him, and
who has graciously sent me a copy of this narrative, I'm able to include Fritz’s recollections in this booklet.

I've added a few maps and a picture of the monument they sought. E. Andrew Wilde, Jr,
Seplember 26, 1994
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Iron Bottom Bay

In the southeastern part of the Solomons, the Gods of War created a large triangular body of
water that is most perfectly suited for Battle. The waters are deep enough to accommodate
submarines, spacious enough to allow for the skirmish and maneuver of battling surface fleets,
and covered by a vast dome of atmosphere within which hundreds of airborne warriors can kill
each other. Unlike a conventional golf course with its well-known traps and hazards, Iron Bottom
Bay has many uncharted traps and hazards. Reefs and tiny islets are scattered about the northern
and eastern reaches of the Bay. Broken-field runners such as PT boats and crippled ships of
shallow draft can use these hazards to good advantage.

Best of all, Iron Bottom Bay is surrounded by islands with gently sloping hillsides from which
spectators can watch all the action - day and night.

The north shore of Guadalcanal, about 90 miles long, is the longest side of the triangle. An
imaginary line, about 20 miles long, from the western tip of Guadalcanal to the western tip of the
Florida Island group is the shortest side of the triangle.  The line is divided at mid-point by the
volcano of Savo Island, Combatants have the option of entrance and exit through deep water on
either side of Savo.

The third side of the triangle is the one that I knew best. Most of it is formed by the unscarred
jungle islands of the Florida Group. The mid-point of this side is 20 miles due north of
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. This is the islet of Tulagi and its sheltered deep water harbor.
For 6 weeks in 1942, Tulagi had been my home and place of work. The topmost rock on Tulagi
had been my 50-yard-line seat as a spectator during the sporting events of the day - and night.

Now, in 1987, as we crossed the bright green and blue waters of Iron Bottom Bay, the pilot
dropped down to 1,000 feet and circled Tulagi slowly so that I could take pictures. Then, he
straightened out to the north, crossed the Floridas, and dropped down almost to tree-top level over
a small green square of an islet. I didn't see any airstrip, but there was a clear area with no trees
on one corner of this jungle patch and that was it. The pilot “Grassed it in,” stopped in a couple
of hundred feet, and we had arrived at Anuha Island International Airport.

* Kk k K ko ok K & F k Kk

The Battle
“HERE THEY COME!"” A chorus of lookouts shouted! I was OOD on the port wing of the

bridge and looked up to see a long, long single file of nine loosely-spaced Japanese Val dive
bombers pouring down from no more than 5,000 feet above our port quarter. We had been
expecting some kind of intercepting attack from the very beginning of our mission, but now that
our job seemed to be done, the attack came as a total surprise!

On October 16, 1942, USS McFarland had entered Iron Bottom Bay from the east, slipping
through Sealark Channel. McFarland's special cargo was not only a deckload of drums of
aviation gasoline, but also the priceless contents of her 25,000 gallon reservoir designed for
refueling seaplanes far from home base. McFarland had been unloading gasoline all day, and
now, just before sunset had loaded nearly 150 walking wounded Marines from nearby Red Beach
on Guadalcanal. And then her luck had run out.
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The Battle (Continued)

Each of the Vals carried two 300-pound bombs. The first pair separated from the first Val's
wings as he came straight on down and pulled out at masthead height. The two bombs hung in
the air like two punted footballs, but growing bigger very fast. Iknew that I could catch one of
them easily, but they both fell at least a hundred yards out in the water to port.

I watched geysers of water exploding on the portside just long enough to be startled by more
explosions on the starboard side. Gasoline drums on the barge alongside to starboard went up in
flames, and our 20-mms started to bang away. The last pair of bombs hit us on the depth charge
rack on the fantail, and the whole ship seemed to jump up into the air. When the ship came down
again it was minus forty feet of its stemn, the steering engine room and the ship’s rudder.

At the very beginning of the attack, the Captain had ordered flank speed ahead, and now, in
the approaching twilight of Iron Bottom Bay, McFarland was rushing around in a wide circle at
nearly 30 knots. Fifteen of McFarland's crew and an unknown number of Marine passengers
were killed outright; many more were badly wounded; all able-bodied survivors spent the next
few hours struggling to save the ship - and themselves.

Even without a rudder, McFarland was able to steer like a drunk driver, put out the electrical
fires where the stern had been ripped off, and stumble through the night across 20 miles of Iron
Bottom Bay into Tulagi Harbor. The remainder of the night was passed in caring for the
wounded and accounting for all casualties - the exact number of missing passengers will never be
known,

At first daylight, we buried our dead in a makeshift grave near the old cricket field on Tulagi
and moved most of the wounded over to the Marines' field hospital. As communications officer,
I was moved ashore with all radio equipment and ship's radiomen to set up “Radio Ringbolt,” a
supplement to Guadalcanal's “Cactus Control.” The rest of the crew pulled McFariland deep
into the back waters of Tulagi Harbor and close enough to the shore for overhanging jungle
growth to be pulled aboard for camouflage.

I spent six weeks in my dockside radio station on Tulagi. Frequently we sat in on the chatter
between Marine fighter pilots, Marion Carl, Joe Foss, John Smith and others during their lunch-
hour melees above Iron Bottom Bay. At night the conversation dropped to sea level where our
“Smail Boys” (PT Boats) often chased enemy landing barges and also got in the way of the
“Big Boys” during the *Savo Island” contests.

Those six weeks in October and November were long and grueling. The Guadalcanal
campaign was not a smashing success; it could even have been a failure if the enemy had known
how weak the American position was, We all knew that damaged American ships had been
abandoned in the Philippines. We, too, might be left to rust. That was a very real possibility.
Without a doubt the great fear of reassignment to shore duty in the miserable Solomon Islands
inspired the McFarland's engineers to design and build a jury rudder good enough to get us
safely back south into the New Hebrides.



The Battle (Continued)

And so, in a tense atmosphere of contemplating death, capture, or life on a jungle island, the
crew worked day and night to make a jury rudder out of Japanese telephone poles. The missing
steering engine room was replaced by a double-headed winch amidships that normally hoisted
motor boats and other heavy things.

A strange form of recreation emerged in this suspenseful atmosphere and socn became quite
popular; even I tried it out for kicks - once. At least four PT Boats left Tulagi each night just to
patrol Iron Bottom Bay. Their crews were always tired and often depleted by malaria or dengue
fever. Our crew discovered that riding around in a speed boat with a probability of getting 1o
shoot at something was great fun. Many exchanges of duty for night waiches became

commonplace.

The best part of a PT patrol came just before dawn. Moming twilight found PTs approaching
Tulagi Harbor at the same time that off-duty Marines were approaching their customized latrines
erected on pierlets over the calm harbor water. When high tide and dawn coincided, a PT Boat
could kick up a bow wave that would really wash down an unsuspecting squatter.

R N N T

The “Mac” Goes Home

On Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 1942, McFarland was nudged out of her hiding place by
the same tuna clipper YP Boat that had put her in there so long ago. From the harbor's back
waters, we moved out and slowly made our way to the small wooden dock where my radio shack
stood. Marine General Rupertus and his staff came down to the dock for a quick farewell
ceremony, and we cast off all lines. Well before the lunch-hour air raid over Guadalcanal, the
Captain ordered “All Engines Ahead One Third” and we moved away from the dock.

As McFarland moved ahead, the starboard side rubbed gently along the dockside and, as the
ship gathered speed, the rudder cable on the starboard side snagged on the dock - and broke.

McFarland left Tulagi as she had arrived - RUDDERLESS!

There could be no stopping at this point. At least we were watertight, and so, we pressed on,
With continual shifting of engine speeds we were able to make nearly five knots of actual travel.
That's how it went for several days and nights until we reached Espiritu Santo in the New

Hebrides.

After a week of more repair in Espiritu Santo, we set out northward for Hawaii. Again, near
Samoa, the rudder broke, and again we began to steer with engines only. At this late date our
Chief Quariecrmaster suggested that steering could be improved and speed could be increased if
we just . . . dropped the port anchor. His prescription was based on having the anchor streamed
out on 40 fathoms of chain as a stabilizer in a sea that was more than a mile deep. It was the
wisdom of an “Old Salt” and it worked.









The “Mac” Goes Home (Continued)

The 1ast 1,000 miles into Pearl were relatively steady and were made at 10 knots instead of
five. QMC Mazoway said that he would have suggested the anchor's use much soconer but that
none of the Annapolis boys had cared to listen to him. On December 30, 1942, long after the
sun had set, McFariand entered Pearl Harbor and circled around Hickam to dock in the Navy
Yard. From the blacked-out shoreline there was a mile-long chorus of “Hip, Hip, Hooray!” A
day later, the entire crew stood at attention on Hickam's slab while Admiral Chester Nimitz hung
the Navy Cross on LCDR “Dopey” Alderman and then read his copy of the Presidential Unit
Citation to all hands of USS McFarland.
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And Away We Go

Even as we were wading ashore, the SOLAIR twin turbo was coming in on final approach.
Five minutes later, we were airborne and heading back toward Guadalcanal at 2,000 feet above
Tulagi and Iron Botiom Bay. As we approached Henderson from the north, I looked down at a
large Japanese fishing boat leaving a long, shining wake and I felt a sudden sensation of “Reverse
Deja Vu.” It was at this very spot 45 years ago that each one of nine Japanese dive bomber pilots
had looked down at a small American seaplane tender leaving a long shining wake. Maybe it was
really “Deja Vu” that 1 had dreamed of when I first felt the compulsion to “Go Back to
Tulagi.”

"EEEEEEEEREER.

Farewell Tulagi

Our SOLAIR pilot delayed his turn on final approach to Henderson long enough to let the
turbulence of a 737 twin jet dissipate after it passed right in front of us and landed at 7:00 A.M.
That 737 was to be our transport back to civilization. Again, I looked down and this time, for just
a moment, I thought I saw a solitary little ship heading slowly eastward through Sealark Channel;
it was towing what looked like a bundle of telephone poles. It vanished as quickly as it had
appeared, and we dropped down onto Henderson Field. Good Bye and Good Luck, McFarland!
See you again? and, Farewell, Tulagi! For the last time!






Paul C. Helmke

FTCM, USN (Ret)

4404 Colfax St.
Kensington, MD 20895
14 May, 1995

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
CMDR. USNR (Ret)

1210 Greendale Ave., #339
Needham, MA 02192-4622

Dear Commander,

I received your package on McFARLAND (AVD-14) yesterday
and want to thank you. You have done a terrific job of
research and put together a wonderful book! It really
brings back a lot of memories, both good and bad. I was
especially glad to see the list of crew members you have
located. I will send a copy of this letter to each of them
and maybe we can work up a reunion later on.

I enlisted at 17, and reported to boot camp in San
Diego on 26 June 1941, six days after high school
graduation. After recruit training a group of us boarded
USS SARATOGA at North Island for transport to Pearl Harbor.
We were delivered by motor launch to the gangway and had to
carry our gear clear up to the flight deck, then down
through many passageways and ladders to the hanger deck. At
that time your gear consisted of two pieces, your seabag
triced up in your hammock with mattress, blanket, pillow and
mattress covers; and then a small ditty bag for personal
effects. The seabag had to be packed in regulation style,
with all clothes folded just so and tied off with clothes
stops, or they just didn't fit! It really was a load to
carry up and down all those ladders. In SARATOGA, we
couldn't even swing a hammock and had to sleep on the steel
deck all the way to Hawaii with just that inch thick
mattress for padding. I'd hate to do it now!

Needless to say, flight ops on the world's largest ship
at that time, were very impressive to a 17 year old. By odd
coincidence, though I was a die-hard "Tin Can" sailor all my
Navy career, my first taste of sea duty and my last sea-duty
billet were in "Bird Farms", the last being RANGER.

When we moored at Ford Island, six of my good boot camp
buddies were sent to ARIZONA and another six to OKLAHOMA. I
was put in a motor launch and hauled around to the back side
of Ford Island to McFARLAND, moored off Pearl City landing.
I thought it was just a little bhigger boat that would take
me to my Ship-WRONG! I soon found out that was my home away
from home. My jealousy while visiting my buddies on liberty
and comparing their bhig beautiful "battlewagons" with my
little rustbucket McFARLAND ended on 7 December. I later
learned that 10 of the 12 died that day.
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Sometime before the ¥Wa8r ye steamed to Palmyra with
supplies for the small Navy base there. The fishing was
just unbelievable in the lagoon and we loaded our freezers
with Red Snapper, much of which we traded to other ships
back in Pearl. We also steamed a little farther south in
order to cross the equator and initiate all us "Pollywogs".
Later, very shortly before the war, we evacuated a group of
civilian contract workers from Johnson Island. They had all
been paid off in cash as they left the island, a good share
of which wound up in the dungarees of "Gunner" Gerald Graham
as a result of a continuous crap game in the crew's head all
the way back to Pearl.

On the evening of 6 December 1941 McFARLAND steamed out
of Pearl Harbor to rendezvous with two submarines in Lahaina
Roads and escort them back to Pearl. I had the mid-watch
that night and remember seeing and reporting flares off the
starhboard bow. They could not be identified and were
reported to the shore command. With news of the attack that
morning it was believed the flares were from Jap subs.

Sunday morning was a frantic time at GQ and stripping
ship for action. Awnings came down, flammable items
jettisoned and live ammunition broken out. We met our subs
late that night and then headed down to Hilo, challenging
every ferry and fishing boat we encountered. 1In Hilo we
moored to a pier behind a warehouse, out of sight from the
harbor entrance. A Jap sub lobbed a few rounds into the
harbor one night while we were there but hit only water.

When we were finally allowed back to Pearl there was
still a heavy black o0il slick for miles out to sea and the
harbor was still a rotten mess. We went into the Navy Yard
where we got sonar gear, 20mm guns to replace the water
cooled 50 caliber machine guns on the galley deckhouse, and
3"/50 dual purpose guns to replace the old 4"/50 surface
guns fore and aft. We also got a depth charge rack and two
"K"- guns We had sockets welded to the tops of lifeline
stanchions along the main deck to receive the swivel mounts
of the spare aviation 30 caliber machine guns stowed in deck
lockers aft of the galley. Radar apparently was too new and
scarce to be installed in McFARLAND.

After outfitting, we steamed south in company with USS
CURTIS (AV-4). Enroute, we dropped depth charges one night
on the mid-watch which exploded just as the general alarm
sounded, waking everyone with the immediate thought that we
had been torpedoed. An overnight stop in Pago Pago,
American Samoa found a huge reception committee on the pier
as we tied up. The skipper, sure it was meant for him,
walked proudly down the gangway, only to be totally ignored.
The turnout was for Gerald Graham GM-lc who had been
stationed there for several years and was wed to the local
chief's daughter. : -

We arrived in Noumea, New Caledonia well before the
large number of ships that eventually used this excellent
harbor. Our first liberty there was great, everything so
cheap and all the natives so friendly, a far cry from later
after main units of the fleet moved in.
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When we set up an advance base at Ndeni to service our
patrol wing of PBY's, we were the only ship to hit there in
over a year. A small French trading schooner would normally
visit just once a year. Ndeni consisted of two main
islands. The smaller was led by a chief who had been to
missionary school in the Solomon Islands and could speak a
little english. I was a boat coxswain so was able to visit
their village with the ship's doctor and exec. That group
didn't get along with the natives on the larger island and
they had a couple of little wars that we watched from the
ship. Only about two hundred yards of waist deep water
separated the two islands and the theft of a pig or some
other offense would bring a large group from each side down
to the beach brandishing clubs, spears and rocks. They
always quit fighting as soon as the first minor injury
occurred. Too bad the rest of the world isn't that smart!
The natives from the larger island came paddling out to near
our ship when we first anchored, their dugout outrigger
canoes loaded with coconuts, fruit and things to trade. A
small piece of rag, scrap of rope or bit of soap would buy a
whole canoe full of goods. Many of the men had teeth filed
down to points and all were black from chewing betelnut.

One of our old chiefs had false teeth and as the first
canoes approached, he pulled them out and clacked them at
the natives. They back paddled so quick one fell overboard
and then as they again cautiously came closer several were
seen trying to pull their own teeth out.

A perfect cone-shaped volcano could be seen past the
harbor entrance. At night the overhanging clouds reflected
a red glow from the active crater.

While in Ndeni, a foreign freighter delivered a cargo
of aviation gas in drums. We built a log boom that they
would drop the drums into and we would tow them to shore and
roll them up into the jungle. One day while we were half
way to the beach, McFARLAND got under way and steamed out of
the harbor, leaving us not knowing if an attack were coming
or what. We had no way of communicating with the ship and
for a while thought we might be spending the rest of the war
living with the natives. It turned out that was when they
rescued the PBY crew from Indispensable Reef. You can
imagine how glad we were to see her return a couple of days
later.

Just hefore cur final run to Guadalcanal, we were in
Noumea and scheduled to go to Australia for some maintenance
and R&R. Everyone was breaking out their blue uniforms to
get them ready for some good liberty. Several of the old
Asia hands who were first or second class petty officers
still had seaman stripes on their blues. One seaman dug
deep into his foot locker and found all his blues nothing
but a moldy mess from a jug of raisin jack that someone had
hidden, capped so tight it had exploded.



4

The desperate need for supplying the Marines caused a
change in plans and we were called on to make another run up
the slot. The rest is history. After we were hit and
snubbed in against the mangroves, as a boat coxswain I spent
every day cutting brush along the shore for camouflage.
Every time Jap planes were sighted in the area we would run
- the boats full speed into the mangroves as far as they would
go to avoid being seen. We usually had to chop our way out
and hope we hadn't done too much damage. The First
Lieutenant later wondered why all the boat compasses were
getting rusty. I wonder if he ever figured out that is was
because of the salt water that replaced the alcoheol which
went so good with wild pineapple juice.

It was fascinating to watch archer fish shoot bugs out
of the brush with a stream of water from as much as six feet
away. They just didn't get enough of them however, because
I soon came down with a raging case of Dengue Fever. In a
matter of days I dropped from 165 1bs to 110 lbs. I was
just getting back on my feet on Thanksgiving day when we got
underway for Espirito Santo.

When we finally returned to Pearl Harbor, we found that
a complete new stern section had been built at Mare Island
and shipped to Pearl. It looked as if they would simply
weld on the new section and the MAC would head back to the
war zone. The crew was offered a choice of 30 days
stateside leave and return for duty or wait until those
returned and transfer to new construction with 30 days
leave. I chose the latter, was rated GM 3¢, and eventually
vas assigned, with several others, as nucleus crew for USS
BRADFORD (DD-545). While awaiting the return of the first
leave party, we were invited to spend a week of R&R in the
Royal Hawaiian Hotel, which the Navy had taken over for
returning submarine crews. It was many years before I could
ever again afford that kind of luxury.

I finished out the war in BRADFORD with lots of action
but no casualties and was discharged two weeks after VJ day.
After five years of logging and farming in Oregon, I
reenlisted, retiring in September 1966 as Master Chief Fire
Contrel Techhician.

I would love to hear from any of you surviving
McFARLAND sailors. Let me know if we c¢an muster up enough
people to hold a reunion. Anywhere in the country would be
fine with me. I will be in San Diego for a BRADFORD reunion
in September. Thanks again to Comm. Wilde, I think he rates
an honorary membership in our crew.

Tt £, Mottt









"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. 7To them we have a solemn obligation
- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to !ive."

- Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.5.5, Missouri (BB-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 195u5,
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The monument

overlooking Purvis Bay, an inlet in Florida Island, about twenty miles northeast of
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal! in the Solomon Islands. Dedicated on April 30, 944, this bronze
plaque reads: "In memory of the officers and men of the United States Navy and All ied Navies who
gave their Ijves - - [ron Bottom 8Bay - -~ 19u2-43 - - Dedicated by Members of the Iron Bottom Bay
Club - - Port Purvis, Solomons Islands - - 20 March 194k,m U.S. Navy ships lost [In the vicinity
fnclude seven cruisers and fifteen destroyers. (Official U.S. Navy photograph taken in 1945, )







NAVY DEPARTMENT

H1)LD FOR RELEASE
MORNDIG NEWSPAPIRS
JUNE 5, 1944

PL:QUE DEDICATED TO OFFICERS AND MEN LOST IN “IRON BOTTOM
BAY”

A bronze plague, the first and only battle mewmorial so far
erscted in the Solomons Islands, was dedicated April 30, 1944, to the
officers and men of the United States and Allied Navies who died
in the fierce battles in “Iron Bottom Bay.”’

The plagque was unveiled on a small palm-studded hill overlooking
Purvis Bay, inlet in Florida Island, British Solomons Islands. On the hiil
now stands the Iron Bottom Bay Club, an officers’ recreation center built
by the Seabess, In the bay below,aproximately a half million tons of
ships of the U.S. Navy, and of the enemy lie on the bottom. It was there
that such noble men of war as the cruisers ASTORIA, VINCENNES
and CHICAGO were sunk in battle. About 270,000 tons of Jap ships sank

there,

The Reverend James Edwards, rapresenting the Anglican Bishop
of Melanesia, unveiled the memorial before a gathering of Naval officzrs
and enlisted men on the hill,ste of the original episcopal residence
of the Bishop of Melanesia, which was dismantled by the Japs. The
land is owned by the Church of England. A Protestant and a Catholic
chaplain of the flest gave the invocation and benediction.

Rear Admiral Robert W. Hayler, U.S.N., of 800 East Washington
Street, Muncie, Indiana, who participated in the last sea action fought
in Iron Bottom Bay -- the Battle of Tassafaronga, November 3C, 1942 --
spoice briefly. He paid tribute to ‘‘all those members of the Allied land,

air and sea forces who in the beginning fought against such fgg_rful
odds and In every case accomplished what they set out to do.

“‘Our enemy overran Tulagi early In April, 1942’ Rear Admiral

Hayler began. ““On May 4, just two years ago, one of our carrier task
forces struck Tulagi and sent to the bottom some four ships -- thus starting
a series of actions which resulted literally in paving th= bottom of the

sez2 in this vicinity with ships.

““On July fourth of the same year, the Japanese landed in considerable

strength on Guadalcanal and a little more than a month later, on August 7tn,
our troops landed herzs and at Guadalcanal. It was many months thereafter
before we had forces and equipment really adequate for the tasks assigned us.

“Tt is altogether fitting,”’ Rear Admiral Hayler continued, ‘‘that

this tablet be erected in the Purvis Bay Area, because it was on this
side whnere our troops first landed and where we sufisred our graatest

losszs.”
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Addressing Reverend Mr. Edwards, Rear Admiral Hayler

sa.d:

“Yov and your associates will have no difficulty in rem zmbering
those early days. And since your work will continue long after ours
is done, we give: this mermorial into your keepirg. In so doing we

ymow that it will remain a lasting tribute to those for whom it is
dedicoted; and a source of inspiration and courage for those who come

hereafter,”’

Reverend Mr. Edwards said in reply that he was proud

- to accept in the name of his Bishop the ‘“‘sacred duty of caring for the
shrine. It will be cared for with respect love and dignity. God

grant that we may always be Inspired by their 9eeds’’

| The plaque carries this inscription: “In memory of the
officers and men of the United States Navy and Allied Navies who
gave their lives -- Iron Bottom Bay -- 1942-43 -- Dedicated by
Mzmbers of the Iron Bottom Bay Club -- Port Purvis,Solomons

Islands -- 20 March 1944"".

United States ships that went down In the Iron Eottom Bay
and vicinity were: ASTORIA, QUINCY, VINCENNES, ATLANTA,
JTUNEAU, NCRTHEAMPTON and CHICAGO,c rujsers; JARVIS,
USS BLUE, DUNCAN, BARTON, CUSHING, LAFFEY, MONSSEN,
PRESTON, WALKE, BENHAM, DEEAVEN, and AARON WARD,
all destroyers; the destroyer transports COLHOUN, GREGORY,
LITTLE, the tanker KANAWHA; the transpert JOHIN PENN; fleet
tug SEMINOLE; two cargo ships and four PT boats. The
Asustralian cruiser CANBERRA also was lost there.

Japanese ships sunk in the area include two battleships,
three cruisers, eleven destroyers, eight transports and seven

other auxiliaries.

Captzin Andrew G. Shepard, U.S.N,, 235 Cobbs Hill Drive,
Rochaster, New York, first president of the Club, composed the
words on ths plague. Frank Czajkowski, Quartermaster, Second Class,USNR,

of 20 Milton Avenue, Amsterdam, New York, designed the lettering.
A fleet tender made the plague. '

The Club was an outgrowth of several small and inadeguate
officers’ recreation centers-- the Club Des Slot, the APD Beach
and the PT basa recreation center -- to which officers came between
battles of the Solomons. Rear Admiral A. Staunton Merrill, U.S.N.,
of Natchez, Mississippi, formerly a Task Force Commander in the
Scuth Pacific, is credited with the initiative in the movement to build
the club. He since has been ordered to Washington as Director
of the Navy's Office of Public Relations. Captain Grayson B. Carter,
U.S.N., El Cordova Hotel, Coronzdo, California, is currently president

of the Club, and was present at the unveiling.



"For us who were there, or whose friends were there, Guadalcanal
is not a name but an emotion, recalling desperate fights in the
air, furious night naval battles, Prantic work at supply or con-
struction, savage fighting in the sodden jungle, nights broken
by screaming bombs and deafening explosions of naval shells.”

-~ Commander James C., Shaw, the major contributor to Volume V of
Samuel! Eliot Morison's History of United States Naval Opera-
tions jn World War 11; The Strugqle for Guadalcanal (Boston:

Littie, Brown & Co., 1949), ARear Admiral Shaw, USN (Ret.)
died on December 4, 1988,

Editor's Note: Rear Admiral Shaw's widow, Elizabeth R. P. Shaw, has gracious-
ly shared with me the letters her First husband, Commander Van O. Perkins,
USN, wrote in 1944 reiating how he arranged the dedicat ion ceremony for this
monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island. The intent was "to make this a per=
manent part of America,” in recognition of the hard fighting and great per-
sonal sacrifices which characterized the Guadalcanal Campaign. Commander

Perkins was killed in action aboard the (.S.S. Birmingham {CL=-62)} on October
2k, 1944, during the invasion of the Philippines.

E. Andrew ¥Wilde, Jr.
March, 1995
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U.S5. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
- BUNK DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

ATRCRAFT CARRIERS

HORNET, WASP

HEAVY CRUISERS
ASTORIA, CHICAGO, NORTHAMPTON, QUINCY,

VINCENNES, CANBERRA (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY)

LIGHT CRUISERS
ATLANTA, JUNEAU

DESTROYERS

BARTON, BENHAM, BLUE, CUSHING,

DE HAVEN, DUNCAN, JARVIS, LAFFEY,
MEREDITH, MONSSEN, O'BRIEN,
PORTER, PRESTON, WALKE

MOTOR TORPEDO BOATS
PT-37, PT-43, PT~44, PT-111,
PT-112, PT-123

TRANSPORTS
COLHOUN, GEORGE F. ELLIOTT,

GREGORY, LITTLE

FLEET TUG SEMINOLE
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U.5. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
DAMAGED DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

BATTLESHIPS
NORTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA

AIRCRAFT CRRRIERS

ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA

HEAVY CRUISERS

CHESTER, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS,
PENSACOLA, PORTLAND,
SALT LAKE CITY, SAN FRANCISCO

LIGHT CRUISERS

BOISE, HELENA, SAN JUAN,
ACHILLES (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

DESTROYERS
AARRON WARD, BUCHANAN, FARENHOLT,

GWIN, HUGHES, LA VALETTE, MAHAN,
MUGFORD, O'BANNON, PATTERSON,
RALPH TALBOT, SMITH, STERETT

DESTROYER MINESWEEPER ZANE

CORVETTE
KIWI (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

MOTOR_TORPEDO BOAT PT-59

IRANSPORTS
BARNETT, ZEILIN

CARGO SHIPS
ALCHIBA, ALHENA

SEAPLANE TENDER MC FARLAND
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THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN

FROM THE INITIAL LANDINGS ON 7 AUGUST 1942 TO THE
JAPANESE EVACUATION OF GURDALCANAL IN FEBRURRY 1943,
THE U.S. AND THE JAPANESE NAVIES WERE ENGAGED IN SEVEN
SPECIFIC NAVAL BATTLES. IN ADDITION, THROUGHOUT THE
CAMPAIGN, NUMEROUS SMALLER NAVAL ACTIONS TOOK PLACE
INVOLVING CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, NAVAL AIRCRAFT, MOTOR
TORPEDO BOATS AND SUBMARINES IN WHICH PLANES AND SHIPS
OF BOTH SIDES WERE DAMAGED OR SUNK. SO MANY JAPANESE
AND AMERICAN SHIPS OF ALL CLASSES WERE SUNK, INCLUDING
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS, THAT THE WATER AREA
BETWEEN GUADALCANAL AND FLORIDA ISLAND BECAME KNOWN AS
"IRONBOTTOM SOQUND."

THE FIRST SIX ENGAGEMENTS WERE MAJOR NAVAL
BATTLES: FOUR OF THESE WERE NIGHT GUNFIRE ACTIONS AND
TWO WERE CARRIER-AIR BATTLES. THE SEVENTH (RENNELL
ISLAND) WAS A TYPICAL SEA~AIR BATTLE SIMILAR TO MANY
OTHERS FOUGHT DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN, BUT THE
ONLY ONE OF SUFFICIENT MAGNITUDE TO BE RECORDED IN
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY WITH A NAME OF ITS OWN.

1. SAVO ISLAND, 9 AUGUST 1942

2. THE EASTERN SOLOMONS, 24-25 AUGUST

3. CAPE ESPERANCE, 11-12 OCTOBER

4. THE SANTA CRUZ ISLARNDS, 26-27 OCTOBER

5. NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL, 12-15 NOVEMBER
6. TASSAFARONGA, 30 NOVEMBER

7. RENNELL ISLAND, 29-30 JANUARY 1943
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JAPANESE NAVAL VESSELS

SUNK OR DAMAGED DURING THE

GUADALCANAL CARMPAIGN

SHIP SUNK
BATTLESHIPS 2

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

LIGHT CARRIERS 1

HEAVY CRUISERS

LIGHT CRUISERS 1

DESTROYERS 11

SUBMARINES 6

TRANSPORTS 13

CARGO SHIPS 5

DAMAGED

N U e

20






Serial No.

U. S. 8. McFARLAND AVD-14

EXCERFTS FROM mmm Enclosure (A)

October 14

October 15

October 16

Moored alongside CURTISS. Completed partial tender over-
haul,

0930 - Underway to moor alongside S.S. IRVIN IIeDOWEIL.
0940 ~ Moored slongside McDOWEIL. Comenced taking aboard

-deck cargo of avges and avlube.

1505 - Underway enroute Espiritu Santo to Guadalcanal in
accordance with COLILTRSOPAC Secret despatch 140336:
YLCFARLAND LOAD 12 TORPEDOES AND 200 DRMIS AYVGAS DETART
BUTTON WHEN READY ABOUT 1300 LOVE OCT 1.4 PROCEED VIA
ROUTE NORTH ESPIRITU SANTO AND SOUTE AND WEST OF SAN
CRISTOBAL ISLAND SPEED OF ADVAITCE 17 KIJIOTS TO ARRIVE LITIGA
ROADS VIA 'LENG0O CHANNEL AROUT 1930 LOVE OCT 16 T UNLOAD
TORPEDOES CACTUS X TF TASK GROUP 62..4.5 HAS COITTNCED DE-
LIVERING AVGAS TO CACTUS DELIVER YOUR DRUITTD AVGAS TO
CACTUS AS EITFRGENCY SUPPLY X UPON COXPLETION UNLOADING
UNLESS OTEERWISE DIRECTED PROCEED VANTEORO RELILVE BALILARD
COMTAND TASK GROUP 63.9 1Y OPORDER 100459 XX

Steaning as before.

0830 - lanned a1l battle stations.

0849 - Feld test firing of all AA guns.

0900 - Secured from test firing.

1108 - Observed AA fire atove horizon ‘o northeast. Re-
lieved to be from U.3.3. !ERIDITE, understood to have been
sunk by enemy carrier besed planes that day.
1559 - Sighted plane naneuvering close aboard to s tarboard
and reported same to COMAITDSOPAC as follows: 150355:
"PLAITE WITH TORPEDO STMTILAR TO MITSUBI3II-97 1ll-52 30UTH,
162-50 BAST AT 1600 LOVE X RETIRED O COTRIE 065.t

Speed reduced and courses steered during the nisht so as
to nake landfell at I'ura Island in Indispensatle Strait.
Steaning as before.

0445 - Yenned all battle stations, entering CSACTUS-RI!NG-
BOLT areaz.

0500 - Received folloving message froo COITATRSORPAC: 150723:
"COITATRSOPAC STIDS X AT 2400 LOVE TODAY TEURSDAY 7EREIN IiT
TICINITY POSITICH LAT. 10-40 LONG. 161-15 RTTT2E TO
TICIITITY OF A POINT LAT. 13-30 LONG, 161-15 TEEICT PROCED
TC ARMRIVE LUNGA ROADS AEQUT 0600 LOVE 17th."

0530 - Replied to atove riessage as follows: 151830:

"TOUR ORDERS RETIRE RECEIVZED FIVE IQURT LATE T ALTELADY IO
IEMGO CHZAMMTEL AMD CAN ARRIVE LUNTZ4 RCLDS PEFCRE (800 LOTE
X IF CACTUS CLEAR TROPCCE TRCCEED IV TNLOLD FORTY TIDUSAM
GATLONS AVGAS AND TCEFIDOZI 71 30T7L ADDRIZ3ZES ADVIST.Y
(:lessage also addressed to CACTUS.)
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U. 8. 8, McFARLAND AVD-14

ictober 16 (Continued)

0620 - Sighted ship dead shead in rain.squall and report-
ed same 1o CACTUS as .follows: 151921: '

"UHIDENTIFIED DESTROYER VICIHNITY RUA SURA ISLAND REQUEST
YOU IWVESTIGATE AITD PROVIDE ATR COVER THIS VESSEL.™

0740 -~ Received follow:xnD from COMAIRSOQPAC: 152037:

WYOUR 151830 ATFIRMATTIVE X SUBJECT ADVICE FROII CACTUS
TITLOAD AVGAS TORPEDOES EOIRS AS POSaIBLA TQO RETIRE PRIOR
DARKNESS TONIGHET FRIDAY,* '
0940 - Received CACTUS' 152231 as follows:

“CACTUS AREA CLEAR APTROACH BIACE EASTWARD LUIIGA POINT .M
Set course for Lunga Point.

0950 - Slghted two ships off port bow and reported sanme to
CACTUS as follows: 152255:

"REQUEST PLANE INVESTIGATE TWO SHIPS VICIKITY ZASTERN END
1560 CHANNEL IRRIEDIATELY.™

Friendly fighter {Lt-Cdr. Simpler) approached end indicat-
ed area shead all clear. :

1300 - Approached Lunga Point. TP-239 observed aground
and under fire from enemy gun in vicinity Foi ombona. IP
flving Emerg Hypo, but considered own carzo too valuable
to risk in renderlnb assistance so stood toward Lunca
Lagoon out of range of Jep cun. TP was later ;loated
having suffered only superficial darage, and returned to
RIIIGBOLT.

1320 - Anchored off Lunga Lagoon and corrienced discharging
cargo..

1410 - Interrupted by condlulon Red signal from shore.
Slipped anchor and got underway. Condition shortly chans-
ed to Green; returned, picked up enchor and continued w1th
unloading.

Boats returning to the ship brought a total of 60
walking wounded and 100 passengers aboard. Anong the
letter was Lt.Cdr. Sinpler, Cormander VF=-5,

' Unloading proceeded rapidly; declk cargo soon un-
loaded, but discharge of gasoline from ship's tank contin-
ued.,

1700 - Friendly fighters seen patrolling overhead. Lt.
cdr. Simpler explained that this usually neant eneny
planes expected. Accord%n*ly exchanzed following signels
with shore station:

To CACTUS: "ARE YOU IOW IIf COIDITION REDT"

From CACTUS: "HNEGATIVE."

To CACTUS: "APF FIGHTERS TAZTG QOFF TC 3“”EL RAIDTM

Fron CACTUS: "FIGHTEZRS ARE FRACTICIIG =W TACTICS.®




U. S. 8. McFARLAND AVD-14

October 16 {Continued)}
1710 - Received signal from shore station that submaiine
periscope seen moving ‘toward Lung Point from Wést. - At
this time haddischarged about 20,000 gallons of gasoline
from ship's tank. Large pontoon barge with 400 drums
along starboard side, tank lighters on port side.-
1715 -~ Underway, course east, speed 5 knots. Continuing
to pump gasoline into vessels alongside.
1750 - Ship still underwey and pumping gasoline. Shore
station in condition Green. Ship attacked by nine ATCHI
type 99 dive bombers apparently carrier based. Tach plane
carried two bombs, estimated about 300 1lbs., on racks out-
board of fixed landing gear. Planes dived at about 60 '
degree angle and released bombs at gbout 300 feet.

.© With first dive all hands manned battle stations
and full ahead rung up on engines. Ship could not nman-
euver due to vessels alongside, slthough fortunately
these were cast off and clear of the ship about the time
the last bomb hit.  During the attack the Commanding Offi-
cer was concerned with conning the ship. The following
facts, however, were established by reliable eye-witness-
ess :

1l - At least one bomb hit close abozrd the port
side of the ship. This apparently did no danaze.

2 - l'ost of the boxbs dropped astern due to the
acceleration of the ship.

'3 - The rear-sest rien in the planes appeared to be
throwing somnething at the ship; possibly hand-grenesdes.

: }, - One bomb dropped by the last plane hit on the
very stern of the ship. This set off at least one depth
charge, for the explosion that followed was very much
greater than the other bomb explosions and threw all hands
on the ship off their feet. .

. This explosion ignited the gasoline barze
vhiech was by this time off the starboard quarter. The
flemes fronm this barge were at lesst a hundred feet high,
and it wes presumed that the barge, all =en on it and the
gasoline aboard was destroyed. It was later learned,
however, that the barge was not badly damaged, and that
even some of the gasoline was leter recovered. The fate
of the nmen on this barge was never deternined.

5.~ A number of passengers congregeted in the var-
ious passageways and seriously hempered the crew in nan-
ning battle statlons. ©Some of these men apparently be-
came panic-stricken and attempted to seize weapons and
life jackets being carried by crew nmembers. - Report
Action form attached.
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U. S. S. McFARLAND AVD-14

October 16 (Continued)
1800 - Right™after the attack the engines were found to
work, but the rudder did not. At first it seemed doubt—
ful that the ship could be maneuvered at all, and there
seened to be danger of beaching in the viecinity of Taiwvu
Point in enemy térritory. The port engine throttle had
been wrecked b% the expleosion and steam equivalent to
about 1/3 speed was flowing into the ahead turbine at all
times. In addition the wreckage aft caused the ship to
veer violently to starboard. The engineroom crew Tound,
however, that by admitting riore steam to the astern tur-
bine the port engine could be backed about 2/3. This,
together with full ahead on the starboard engine would:
allow the ship to make a course within 90 degrees.

‘ A course for Tulagi was set, and after a certein
amount of experimentation, it was found that the ship
although yawing violently could n=zke about five knots

o00d. .
& Ieanwhile the dead and wounded were being remov-
ed from the wreckage aft, wounded being cared for and
fuel and water being shifted forwerd to take care of the
settling of the stern. 7Then about halfway to Tulagi it
seemed as if the ship might sink, and the boats and life
rafts were maede ready for the vounded. 411 able-bodied
hands, however, were put on the forecastle and the pumps —
began to slow the flooéing aft.
1925 - Esteblished visual communicetions with the signal
station on Gavutu Tsland and requested tow. A sinilar
request was sent to Tulagi via Radio CACTUS.
1930% - Ship deed in the water about five miles southwest.
of Tulagil; secured main steam stop to port engine.
1950 - Eoats from Tulegi alonzside. Cormenced transfer of
pessengers and vwounded. T boat attempted to tow ship.
Tow not successful.
2050 - Fire in after crew's gquarters. Tlooded after naza-
zine., Burning mattress extinszuished.
2100 - TP~239 alongside and taking ship in tow.
2340 - Anchored Tulagl Harbor. ZEvents and danage to ship
reported to all activities South Pacific Area in IcTARLAID
161345 as follows:
®CANCEL !I7Y 160600 X SIEIP UNDIRWAY VITH 2ARGES ALOIGSIDE
LVOIDINIG SUBLIARIIE VIZIZIT ATTACIAD ZY ITZIiiZ DIVE =201 EZE3

SHCT DOWILT OnZ AUD DAUAGED COIE X STERNT ELCWD COITPLETILY OZF
AFT OF AFTER DECZ IZOUSE X SIZ TMLISTED (25 [IS3TIE AT

FIVE DEAD -ANY WOUIDID X 34T ECIB 1oy UP TARGE - ITE
TYEITY TEOUSAND GALIODS GL30LTIS X 3IIF IOY 4 CZ0RED

TULAGI TARBOR I EXGINES OFZRATIVE DUT 10 ZUDDER X PUIH3

YEEPING WATER DOVE Il AFTER TLOODED COIRATT I8 X IX3T

COIPLETE REFORT OF DAIATE TOSIT-TR VITEH 720017 TiDATIONS

DISTOSITION OF SEIP TCIIODRC, ™ -

-



U. S. 5. McFARLAND AVD-14

October 16 (Continued)

October 17

Octoher 18

Reference 'in above message whi ch was cancelled.was depart-
ure report given by hand to boat Messenger o bé' sent From
CACTUS upon ship's completion of unloading. '

Anchored off Government Vharf, Tulegi Harbor. Trensfer
ring dead and wounded personnel to besach,

1225 - Condition Red.

1420 - Condition Green. '

1440 - YP-239 came alongside to tow ship into back chan-
nel. o ) ) -
1800 - lioored port side to the beach in "TARLAND CHANTEL",

Sent following nessage to COITAIRSOFPAC: 1706L45:

"TZIS IS SENT BY NCFARLAND TO COI'ATR3IOPAC TITFO TO CO™30PAC
X ECLE APPARENTLY EXPLODED O¥E OR lORE DZPTH CHARGES X
ALL COIPARTIENTS AFT OF AFTER FUEL TAWES FRA'E 137 FLOOD-
ED X AFTER CREWS COIPART:ZNT AWASH, PUFS HOLDIUG T

WN EUT CAMMOT DO SO IEKDEFIIITELY X ENTIRZ SHEIP '—2STIC
AFT OF FRAIE 164 ¥ PROPELIOES FRACTICALLY ULDA -A%TD BUT
STRUTS SEARKY X PARA I COIISIDER TEAT SEIP CAN BT REPATITSED
BY SALVAGE TUG IN ASOUT ONE VERK SO THAT STE CAL PRO4TD
ULDER OV POWER WITE JURY RUDDER X FARAL X SEIP 1707 SICUDID
ALONZEIDE EANE IR BACK CHAINIZL TULAGT HARBOR AND IS SEOU=D-
1Y CAIOUFLAGED AGATHST ATR ATTACE Z PLACE COISIDZRED IDZAL
FOR SALVAGE QFPERATIONS ZITIEXw
loored as before. Commencinz repairs to vrecked sterrn.
Canouflacing ship.

1225 - Condition Red.

1325 ~ Condition Green.

Survey of damage to ship wes made by Lt.Cdr. Fainter,
(CEC) USHR, and the following revort submitied %o COITATER-
SOPAC; 182359:

"T0 COIZAIRSOPAC TIMO CCIISOPAC I BY EAID TO CGIIIZNS CACTUS
AND RINGZOLT X PATIITER SETDING I DAMGE TC MCFATLATD - ATH
DECK AFT GOI'E TO FRA'E 164, TIRST PLATFCT TRAISVERAS
BULKZIEAD TRAME 161 DATIASED SV II1 FLACE T EULISEAD AT 72ALS
152 DOORS TI38ING EUT TE FATR SEAPZ I ©0LD TRLII3VESSE ®ULI-
TIiD FRA'E 146 IRNTACT X BILIEVE BULITEAD AT TRAE 152 A30
IGTACT X EULL OF SETP ATT IIT PLACE TO AUD INCLUDING SHATT
STRTTS AT FRAIE 166 X RUDDER GOIE X PARA ¥ SIIP LOT IO
DANGER I EMGTIUES OFPERATIVE BUT CAWNOT FROGCEED T.DER OWN
FOWER ULTIL AFTER COIPART. =TS ZULEFED 0UT, SZATT 3TRUTS
STIFFEIED AlD JURTY RUDDER RIZGEID X ITII02 DESATRS TIDERTAY
TO INSURE GREATIR SAFRTY X FARA X TZF FCERG0ING SUGSZSTS
THE FOLLOWILG: - SHEIP CAN BE TAICHT I TOW wWITEIW 24
HOURS X B - SHIr CAN PCSSIZLY FROCEED UNDEP OV TOUZR EY
LIGETEING AND TRIITTING BY ZTOW TO EFTECT REFATDS AFT =
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U. S. 8. McFARLAND AVD-14

October 18 (Continued)

October 20

detober 23

PARA X BELIEVE CAN GET UNDERVWAY IN ABOUT THO VEEKS AFTER
SALVAGE EQUIFMENT IMADE AVATLABIE X NEED ONE EUIDRED POURDS
VELDING ROD TWENTY FEET ONE EIGTH INCE OR ONE FOURTH THCH
STEEL PIPE TEN BOTTLES OIYGEN X SALVAGE OFFICER TO SUPER-
TISE X REQUEST INISTRUCTIOnRS X

Same as before, .

0830 - SEITTNOLE care alongside to starboard; removed after
3" AA gun; assistine in ship's salvage.

1110 - Conditior Red.

1125 - Condition Green.

1200 ~.Condition Red.

1210 - Condition Green. ) .

Following message from COLIATRSOFPAC to COIISOFAC info to
VYCFARLAKRD received: 200112:

"PRELIVNINARY REPORTS IWDICATE EXTEISIVE DATAGE TO CFAR-
LAYD WHICH REQUIRES HAVY YARD REPATR X Iil VIEW EER AGE
AI'D HER POTENTIAL USEFULNESS AS STATION TEIDER RINGEROLT
DOUBT ARISES AS TO ECONOLY A'TD ADVISARILITY FER REMOVAL
AT PRESENT X Al: AWATTIIIG LT CDR PAINTZR'S REZPORT BETORE
TAXING FIINAL RECOIZINDATION X FOD PRESENT RECOI"EID 3:F
RE:AIN RINGEOLT X SEIIINOLE ASSISTING IN SUCH REPAIR AS
WILL CLEAR.EER OT WATZR AYD ¥EEP EER AFLOAT Xt

Also received from COLSOPAC seven hours after above mes-
sage was the follows; 200822: .

"ODDERS FOR IOVEZENT MCFARLAYD TO =UTTON I TO77 OF SEITH-
OLE WILL BE ISSUED SOON A3 AUTISUR'ARINE ESCORT AVAILARLE
X AWAIT ORDERS X TXTARLATD TiFORI COIIGEN RINGEOLT.*
Lt-Cdr. Peinter's daily rsport; 200930: .

"PAINTER SENDING X XY PRELIUITIARY REFORT Ol I'CFARLAITD
SENT VIA CACTUS RADIO YESTERDAY X WOXX CUTLINED FROGRESS-
IIiG FAVORABLY BY USE OF SALVAGE GEAR ZRON ST TMOLE X
BULKEEAD AT FRAIE 162 IOV VATERTIIET TO IDLD X AFTTER GUL
AD DECKHOUSE BETING RZEIIOVED X WILL PROCEED 0% PLAW AS
OUILINED TO ITAKE SHIP SEATTOPTH I CAPAPLE SALVAGE OTFTTICER
ABCARD SEIINOLE X WILL RETURIT BUTTON VIA CACTUS,."

Sane as before.

1100 - Condition Zed,

1215 - Cordition Green.

Tollowing nessage from COIS0PAC to COITTASIFOR 62 received
by MIcFARLAND for info; 230242:

"iEQUEST YOU ISSUE NZCDSSART CRDEES TOR IXTARLAND Tii TOW
OF SEIIINOLE Z3CORTED BY TREVER ZATE TRINIR0OLT TC SUTTON
720X COIPLETION TUNLOADING LAST TV0O SHIZS !IZZ:TIONED ABOUT
25 CCTOBER AND PROVIDED SITUATION JUSTIFIIS.M

6=









October 24

October 25

October 26

Ow-cober 27

October 28

_october 29

U. S. 5. McFARLAND AVD-14

Same as before.

Tactical situati on of RINGEOLT - CACTUS area very uncer-
tain due to constant presence of enemy ships in vicinity.
following message received from COIB0PAC; 240152:

"ODIFY ORIGINATOR COLISOPAC'S 230242 X ILCFARLAVD TO REIATH
RINGBOLT AREA AS FLOATING STORAGE X SEITINOLE DIPALRT WITE
TREVER ZANE X COITASEFOR 62 HAS BY =AMD."

Same as before. :

Tactical situation unchenged.’ SEMIIIOLE carrving avgas to
CACTUS attacked end sunk by three eneny destroyers.
YP-347 also sunk by same ships end TREVER ZAME engeged in
running battle with same, during forenoon.

Received following message from COIBSOPAC; 24233):

TACTTION MCFARLANWD FROM COISOPAC X DE3TROY ECH AND ASSO-
CIATED PUBLICATIONS X DESTROY ALL OTIEZR UINECESSARY PUB-
LICATIONS RUTATIN CEHANGEL 104, 106, 135, 136, CSP 1270,
1286, 1312 TBROUGH FOX X REPORT DESTRUCTION DIRTCT TO 2.

Same as- before.

1207 - Condition Red.

1330 - Condition Green.

Acknowledged orders to destroy publications; to COI'3CFAC,
251115: YHAVE COIFLIED YOUR 242334 X DO 10T .RPEFEAT 70T
TOLD PUBLICATIONS CEANITEL 106,

With the exception of the few cryptographic eids naned by
COISOPAC to be retained, £ll other sscret and confideptial
publications, correspondence, files and charts wesre de-
stroyed by burning in the ship's boilers. ’

Same as before.

1740 - Condition Red.

1750 - Condition Green.

By COIZZQOPAC'S 270012 guoted below 2cTARLATD was detached
fron duties as task gmoup 63.4 and assizned to duty in
task force 62. MCTARLAYD T3 A3S3IGITED TC TLSK FORCE 62
AS A UITIT OF LOCAL DIFZISE FORCES RINGROLT CACTUS.M

Sarie as before,
COI'SO0PAC ordered MeFERLAD Comrmunication Cfficer to report
to COMADIIAVEASE RITGRCLT for tenmporery additional duty.

Sane as before,

04,03 - Condition Red.
0420 - Condition Green.
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U. S. S. McFARLAND AVD-14

October 29 {Continued)

fctober 31

-
ovenber 1

Movenber 14

Movember 18

jovember 19

The office of COLADNAVBASE RINGBOLT was set up and Pro-
visions of COUSOPAC orders 290453 relayed by CACTUS were
complied with: -

"PASS ICFARLAND FOR ACTION X COMOEN RINGEOLT AND SmIOFF
ALL FAVAL UNITS RINGEOLT FOR I5iFO X COIDIAIDING OFFICER
IMCFARLAND, 1T CDR J.C,.ALDER AN, USH, DIRECTED REPORT
COIGEN RINGBOLT UKDER PRINCIPLE UNITY OF CO:L?TAND FOR
ADDITIORNAL DUTY AS COMNVAVBASE RINIGBOLT AS OF 28 OCTOETER."

Same a3 before.

Naval organization at RINGROLT prior to the establish-
nent of MNaval Base RIZGROLT had been scarcely adeguate to
the assigned task of handling and unloadinz ships. Lack
of personnel and essentisl nmaterial was the main reason
for this unsatisfactory condition. More than half the
officers and crew of McFARLAYD were accordingly trans-
ferred to "shore duty"™ and the linited facilities of the
ship placed at the dispossel of the base. In setting up
Radlo Tulagi, all the radio personnel and equipment of the
ship were placed ashore; signal:-ien added to the station's
force. Snall boats were the bacltbore of =211 naval under-
taking and a badly needed boat repair shop was according-
1y set up by the ship's énzineering force. Additional
effort was directed toward the construction of & seaplane
base, inprovement of operational facilities for the PT
boats, and establishment of navigetioral aids within the
area, ,

Moored port side to the beach in MFARLAMD CHAMZLM,
Tulagl Harbor. ZEffecting repairs to damaged stern.
Dendering services as stetion ship and floatint storasge
to Maval Rase RINGROLT, '

Sane as before,

0750 - AARPON STARD nmooref to beach estern of 4the ship in
MeFARTLATD Channel., DPORTLAMD anchored in harbor off
Sasapl.

Ser:e as before.
1500 - BALLARD noored eloncside to starboard.
160C - AARON TARD stccd out cof Tula~i Harkor.

Sarze as besiore.

0520 - ZALLARD stocd out of Tulagi.

1620 - Onderway from I%cFARLAND Channel to test jury rud-
der in Tulagi.

1950 - lloored slongside starboard side of 20TTLLD
Tuel from s=ane.

s

O

-
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~ Jovember 25th 1600 - R I T C YA ST C T G ar s sy

November 26

liovember 27

Kovenber 29

lovenber 30

U. 5. 5. McFARLAND AVD-14

[LoCATLA Wnd: TREVERVAH Taok Unit 621145 55 661 pro6o8a: a1 1600
November 26 from:CACTUS to BUTTON: =«

Same as before.

0655 - Underway in tow of TP~-239.

0815 - lioored starboard side to Government Whart.

1617 - Underway in two of YP-239 enroute Tulagi to join
tesk unit 62,4.5 in Lengo Channel. Rudder cable causht
in screw end perted. . Cleered herbor; YP cast off tow;
proceeding under own power, steering with engines to
rendezvous with Task Unit 62.4.5.

1900 -~ Jolned TREVER, proceeding eastward through Lengo
Channel.

Steaming &5 before. '

0700 - Stopped end repaired rudder cable.
0745 - Rejoined Task Unit 62.4.5.°

Steaning es before.

0720 - ROSEWOOD elongside as tow through nmine field into
BUTTOIl,

1020 - lloored to port side of FPCRIDNS alongside RIGIL.
2320 - PERITINS underway from between MeFARLA'D and RIGEL,

lloored starboard side to port side of RIZTL, Underzoing
energency overhaul fron same. Rizcing new Jury rudder;
naking ship seaworthy for trip to llavy Yard.
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The U,S.S, McFarland (DD-237[AVD-14) in Worid

Photograph Credits

War

pa

Deseription Source Code/lIdent, Number
Stbd. beam, anchored, 1930!s NI Order with photocopy
S. beam, at pier, Pearl! H., 5/17/42 RWP N-2157u4
Stern view, Pear! Harbor, 5/17/u2 RWP N-21575A4
USS Willlamson (AVD-2 )}, stbd. beam RiWwP N=3591
USS Ballard (AVD-10), fwd. half NA 1 9=-N~26639
USS Ballard, after half, 1941-42 NA 1 9=-N=-26638
PBY~5 refueling from small tender NI Order with photocopy
PBY-5 taking off, bow view NI Order with photocopy
Damaged after deckhouse, 12/42 NA Note #1
C.0. Aiderman & X.,0, Gardner, 12/42 NA 80-G-36083
Mount 1, camouflaged, 11 /42 NA Note #1
Ship camouflaged, moored to bank (2} NA Note #1
USS Jamestown (PG-55), port beam NI Order with photocopy
Damaged stern, Pearl H., 12/u42 RWP N=2157A
New stern, Pear! H., March 1943 RWP N-21578
Aerial, stbd. bow, u/way, u/u3 NI  Order with photocopy
Refueling from Gambier Bay, 4/tufuy RWP N-3859
PBY refueling from tender NA 80-G=20627
Monument, Purvis Bay, Fla. Is., 1944 NA 80~G-275700
Monument plaque (on above) NA 80~-G-240318
USS Seminole (AT-65) u/way, s. beam  NA 19=-N=22658
% % ¥ K N K X X X X
Key to Sources:
NI U.S. Naval! Institute Photo Service
Beach Hall
291 Wood Road, Annapolis, MD 21402-5034
(u10) 268-6110; FAX: (410) 269-7%40
RWP Real War Photos, P.O. Box 728, Hammond, IN 46325
NA Nat ional Archives Il, 8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001
Still Picture ref.: (301 ) 713-6625, Ext. 234
( Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)
Notes:
1 Negat ive at National Archives Il filed with the McFar-
land's action report of 12/15/42, Ser. 052, Encl!. (B8).
E, A. wilde, Jr.

February, 2001






The U,S.S. McFarland (DD-237/AVD-1%) in World War 11
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Miscellaneous:
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war Diary, McFariand, 10/14 - 11/30/42.

LA T Y BEE B BN S R

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
February, 2001
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2006 ADDENDUM

Dedication in 1944 of the Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Istano,
British Soloman Isfands, to honor *. . the officers and men of
the United States and Allied Navies who died in the fierce Bot-
ties in 'lron Bottom Bay!'" during the Guadalcanal Campaign, Au-
gust 7, 1942 to February 9, 1943,

Egitor's Note: :

Around 1995 £/ izabeth ('Bettsy!) R. Perkins Shaw sent me
copies of several handwritten letters she had received early in
1944 from her first husband, Commander Van Ostrand Perkins, USN
(K.l.A.).  In 2002 most of his letters were included in Bettsy
Shaw's memoir, Beside Me Still, published by the Naval Institute
Press shortly after she died. However, his letters regarding the
dedication ceremony were edited out by the publ isher.

This addendum consists of typed excerpts from these letters
plus a remarkable photograph of the dedication ceremony which [
discovered only a few years ago (National Archives 11: 127 -
GW1008, #850929).

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






Florida Island Monument on Purvis Bay
(Ded icated on April 30, 1944)

Excerpts from letters written to Mrs. £/ izabeth R. P, Shaw by her
First husband, Cdr. Van Ostrand Perkins, USN (KIA '4&) in 1944 ;

Today was one of those days - in fact, it was the first busy
one l've had in a long time. I was away from the ship all day
and couldn'’t write more on this letter this morning and arternoon,
as | expected to, and get it in the mail. It will go tomorrow.

well, my busy day was about the memorial ceremony we plan to
have. | went with a Captain Carter on what I thought would be an
hour's visit with the Admiral to iron out the details. The
Admiral set the date for this Sunday and indicated what he would
I ike to have and who he wanted to have invited, etc.. wetl, I
am the "glad hand boy", so 1 got the |ist of guests typed up and
arranged and started the dust flying on some of the details.

Like getting the chaplins lined up and telling them what we want,
getting the band arranged for and so forth. Then this afternoon
Captain Carter gave me one of his fast boats and | went five
miles or so up the | ine to another part of the naval settlement
extending tidings and invitations to certain U.S. naval! and New
Zealand-Austra$l ian naval people. | didn't get back to the ship
until after five. It was an interesting boat ride 1 had though,
because I'd never been up to that part of the area before, There
are no roads as ['ve said, and it's all jungle between here and
there - so all communnication has to be by boat and not by cars.

Tomorrow [ have to go over to s about 20 miles
across the bay, and call on more dignitaries and invite them,
get a Vice Admiral to agree to make a speech and arrange for
photographers and publicity from a Photographic Squadron. That
will be another full day's job [ fear.

I enjoy doing this, however, for many reasons, not the least
of which is the fact that | get off the ship all the time and am
getting a regular Cook's tour of this area, seeing it at close
hand. Much of it Is well known and famous which l've seen from
the distance but have never really been close to. OF course it
is all so built up now by us that it would be unrecognizable
almost to those who First landed.

It is amaxing what kind of people Americans are. We land
in the middie of the jungle and In no time have a little area
cleared, through which we build roads, put up piers, storehouses,
shops, etc, - and where there are roads you must watch to see that
you aren't run over by jeeps, giant trucks and everything on wheels.
There is nothing permanent here, and 1 doubt If much money has been
wasted, but we certainly do move in on a place with our machinery.
I'l1 bet we have more trucks, steam shovels, tractors, etc. in a
small area | ike this than all the contractors in the Phil ippine
Istands had together, and if the Japs judged us by our erforts in
the Philippines, how wrong they were,

There must be much consternation in Tokyo these days, because






.-

in the Pacific the war is humming along at a great rate; probably
even better than most of us realize.

¥ ¥ Ok H K ¥ X K K K X

We had a meeting of the Board of Governors of the Club, and
I find that on the Board are a Captain, four Commanders, four
Lieut. Comdrs., and two Lieuts.. | am glad | have the job, because
this being in such a history-making area, they have plans to make
it a sort of permanent part of America by erecting a suitable
plaque and having the [ittle monument dedicated with a large cere-
mony and so forth. So I, having a very personal interest in any
dedication, volunteered to serve on the committee for the arrange-
ments of this ceremony. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
know that they are going to do something to commemorate and make
a pearmanent record of the achievements that resulted from the hard
fighting and unimaginable hardships and work that has taken place
in this area. You probably have to have fought over it and come
back to get the feeling that | have. People who arrive today
can’t ever imagine what it was like "in the old days."

ok K K Xk kK H R K X X

I've enclosed the [ ittle program for our ceremony which took
place this morning. It went off very well and very smoothly I
thought, and [ had a front row place to stand - right where the
activities were. There were numerous cameramen taking pictures,
and [ expect that they will send me a set in as much as | asked
for it, organized them and gave them all some beer afterwards.

Friday | flew over to in one of our planes to Iine
up and invite the "big wigs? stationed there and the press. It
certainly was a delightful trip., It was a beautiful day, and it
was nice to fly and to see some of the country from the air, as
scenically - and from a distance - it is very grand looking.

After wo landed | qot a jeep and driver from one of the
officers, and in driving around inviting the gquests | had a good
chance to look things over and was duly impressed by the activity,
accompl ishments and mud.

I saw Ronnie Rankin this morning at the ceremony and expect
to have a rfew beers with him later this afternoon. | also bumped
into two people you don'’t know. One was the ex-Chief Boatswain's
Mate of the Atlanta - he is now an officer - and the other, a lad
who was on one of the destroyers that got sunk that unforgetable
night. Wwe were together in the hospital in New Zealand. It cer-
tainly was nice to see those two again. | aiways | ike to see oid
friends, and particularly when we have something great in common.







A bronze plaque, dedicated "In memory of the officers and men of the United
States and Allied Navies who gave their [ives at Iron Bottom Bay, 19u2=43, "
was unveiled on April 30, 154k, The plaque overlooks Purvis Bay, an inlet
in Fiorida Island, British Solomon Isiands Protectorate, about twenty miles
northeast of Henderson Field on Guadaicanal. U.S. Navy vessels sunk by the
enemy in the Bay and near vicinity included seven cruisers, twelve destroy-
ers and three destroyer transports. (Archives 11, College Park, MD)







About The £ditor

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., Commander, USNR (Ret.), received
his commission through the NROTC Program at Dartmouth Col~
lege in 1950. Following graduation he saw action off Korea
aboard the USS Douglas H, Fox (DD-779) when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this period
have been donated to the Naval Historical Foundation, and two
of them appeared in the coffee-table book, The Navy, pub-

I ished by the Foundation in 2000, After completing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
account ing and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
pany in Waltham, Massachusetts.

In 1993 he developed a strong interest in naval history
and began editing a series of illustrated ships'! histories
primarily of U.S. destroyers sunk in Worid war II. Primary
source documents such as action reports, ships' war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his-
tories as well as many firsthand accounts. His booklets are
not for sale, but he sends compl!imentary copies to the survi-
vors and to the framilies of crewmembers killed on these ves-
sels.

Commander Wilde /s a |ife member of the Naval! Historical
Foundat jon and the U.S. Naval! Institute.






Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war I])

Date Sunk/ Killed/

United States Ship (Damaged ) Area woundeg!

Aaron Ward {DD-483) Ou /07 /43 Guadalcanal 42 [139%
Rarton (0D0~599) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 164132
Borie (DD-215) 11/01 /43 North Atlantic 27/00
Colhoun (APD-2) 08/30/u2 Tulagi 51/18
Corry (D0-463) 06708/ Ly Normandy 24755
Cushing (DD=376) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 72/67
DeHaven (DD=469) 02/01 /43 Guadalcanal 168 /40
Douglas H., Fox (DD-779) (05/17/45) Ok inawa 10/36
Drexier (DD=-741) 05/28/u5 Ok inawa 158/ 54
Duncan (DD-u485) 10/12/42 Guadalcanal L8 /35
Emmons (DMS-22) onjo6/45 Ok inawa 50/78
Fiske (DE=-143) 08/02fuy North Atlantic 33/65

Glennon (DD-620) 06/10/ 44 Normandy 25/uox
Hall igan (DD-584) 03/26 /45 Ok inawa 160/43
Hammann (DD=412) 06/06/ 42 Midway 8L /83
Laffey (DD-45%9) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 59/11y
Lansdale (DD=L26) Ou 20 [ Lu Med iterranean 49 /75
McFariand (AvVD-14) (10/16/42) Guadalcanal 12/13
Meredith (DD=72&) 06/09ful Normandy 35/28
Monssen (DD-436) 11/13/u2 Guadalcanal 145/37
Perry (OMS-17) 09/13/uk Angaur/Pelel iu 8117
Preston (DD-379) 11/15/42 Guadalcanal 117/26
Spence (DD-512) 12/18/4u Luzon, P.I. 315/24
Strong (DD-u467 ) 07/05/u3 Cent., Solomons 4s/61
walke (DD-u16) 11/15/u2 Guadalcanal 82/u8

Notes:
L

¥ X x X K X X X % X

Total for two engagements with the enemy

! Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drownina.

E. Andrew Wilde,
Commander,
June, 2005

Jr.

USNR (Ret.)






Locat ions where Historical Compilations by the Editor
Are Avajlable For Researchers

Tair Zoo, Guadalcanal Campaign Collection, Potage, Michigan
ECU Manuscript Collection, Joyner Lfbrary, ar°°nVIer NC
Louisiana Naval War Memorial Library, Saton Aouge, Loursfana

Zia ine Mar it ime Museum Library, 3ath, Maine
Mariners! Museum Research Library, Neyoort News, Virginia
Myst ic Seaport'!s G. ¥W. Blunt White Library, Mystig Connecticut

National Archives Il Library, College Park, Maryland
INat ional D-Day Museum Library Collection, New Orleans, LA
Nat ional Museum of Pacific War, wWar Studies, Fredericksberg, TX

Naval Historical Center, Navy Oept. Library, washington Navy rardg
» Operational Archives 3ranch, Washington Navy Yard
s Ships'! Histories Branch, Washington Navy Yard

Naval war College, Naval Historical bollect:on, Newport, RI
N Yo Public Library, 42nd & 5th Ave., Room 315, New York, N.Y.
2portiand Public Library, Portland Room, Portland Ma ine

¥rin can Sailors, Inc., Research Library, Somerset, Massachusetts
US Naval Academy, Nimitz Library Special Col!ect:ons, Annapof is
V.5, Naval Institute, History Oivision, BSeach Hall, Annapol is, MD

U.S. Navy Memorial's Research Library, Washington, 0.C.
USS Slater (DE-766) Library, Albany, New York

®* & Kk ¥ X X X % x N

Notes:
1 Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:
Aaron MNard, Barton, Golhoun, Cushina, DeHaven, Buncan, Laffey,
McFarifand, Monssen, Preston, Walke.

2 Only Bath-built ships: DeHaven, Drexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Spence, Strong

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy Seachhead: Corry, Glennon,
Meredith

4 8y appointment only: (508) 677-0515

E. A. Wilde, Jr,
June, 2006
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May 14, 1996

Cdr. E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., USNR(Ret)
1210 Greendale Avenue, #339
Needham, Massachusetts 02192

Dear Commandeer Wilde:

The package arrived containing your booklets concemning the United States
Ships BARTON (DD-599) MONSSEN (DD-436), McFARLAND (AVD-14) and
LAFFEY (DD-459).  Without question these are certainly worthwhile
compilations which should be of considerable assistance to faculty, students, and
visiting scholars studying the U.S. Navy during World War II. We are very
pleased to establish the E. Andrew Wilde, Jr, Papers within the U.S. Navy
Memorial Foundation Collection here. These and all other booklets and materials
that you wish to donate will become a part of your files. We also would be
interested in including the photographs that you mention in your letter. We
regularly have researchers inquire for images of particular ships and we have been
attempting to build as comprehensive a collection of Navy ship prints as possible.

Again we thank you for your willingness to donate your ship books and
photographs for preservation at East Carolina University. We look forward to
receiving the remaining booklets and prints.

With very best wishes, I remain

Sincerely yours,

C
Special Collections

/sm

East Carolina University is-a sonstiteent instilution of The University of North Carofina.
An Equal Cpportunity/Atfirnative Action Empioyer.






1210 Greendale Ave,, #339
Needham, MA 02192
January 18, 1997

Eugene L. Keller, Sr., Curator
Guadalcanal Memorial Museum
7178 Oakbrook Circle

Portage, Michigan 49002

Dear Gene,

I'm sending you (in this and in an additional mail-
ing) copies of my historical booklets on the:

Aaron Ward (DD-483)

Colhoun (APD-2)

Cushing (DD~376)

DeHaven (DD-469)

Duncan (DD-485)

Laffey (DD-459 )

Seminole (AT-65)

Walke (DD-416)

Previously I sent you booklets on the:
Barton (DD-599)
MeFarland (AVD-14)
Monssen (DD-436)

I hope you appreciate the work which went into these
booklets and safeguard them, so that they will be avail-
able for serious historians.

warmest regards,

A

E. Andrew wilde, Jr,
Commander, USNR (Ret.)

cc (w/o encl.): Ted Blahnik






(uiadalcanal Campaign Veterans

It isn't the cost of belonging —— it's tHe priceou paid to be eligible.

/ E.L. Keller Sr.

Past President, G.C.V.

Curator Guadalcanal Memorial Museum
7178 Oakbrook Circle

Portage, Michigan 49002
(616)324-3484

FOR A PAL

January24,1997

Hello Commander:

I can't begin to tell you how much I appreciate your donation
of these very fine historical booklets to our. Guadalcanal
Memorial Museum. Whata great additions to our 1library.

You must of put in many hours of work to get so much infor-
mation on those ships. Some student of the 2nd W.W. who
comes into our museum, looking for facts regarding 1lost
ships and sea battles will get more than he expected. I
thank you with all my heart and I am going to talk to the
President of the GCV to see If we can send you a healthy
donation. You must of spent a fortune on these. I can't
believe you are not charging anything for them.

Please except my thanks as well as the thanks of the 4000
members of the Guadalcanal Campaign Veterans for yow kind
donation.

You will be receiving a letter,{form) sent out by the
Kalamazoo Aviation Museum, acknowledgimg your donation.

Again, thank you so very much and God bless you and yours.

Yours in comradeship,

Y,

SIEFEET

E.L.EKeller Sr.






February-March 1996

GUADALCANAL ECHOES

FIRST TO RECEIVE
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION

Hi:

The USS McFARLAND AVD-14 had 1its
first reunion since 1942 and our
honored gquest was CMDR.E.Andrew Wilde
USN (Ret.). The commander has compiled
a book about the McFARLAND and did
much searching to find our present
locations so that we could get
- together. Robert Swanson and thomas
Rish organized the reunion which was
held in Reno,NV.

We all had the opportunity of
telling our sea stories and.later,
Capt.Norman E. Chalmers USN (Ret.)
told us an interesting incident that
occurred in the wardroom on or about
the 15th of October 1942. At that time
we were in a convoy heading to
Guadalcanal when we were ordered to
return to the New Hebrides because a
large Jap fleet was heading south. Our

captain,Lt.Cmdr. J.C.Alderman USN had
called a meeting and informed the
officers about the command to return
but added that the Marines on the
Canal needed our gas-o0il and supplies.
Incidentally he had an Annapolis
classmate and good friend who was in
one of the squadrons on the canal. He
further stated that he was going to
send a message stating that we were

going to carry out our original orders
(which were to go to Lunga Point).

We were lucky and got to Lunga Point
and unloaded most of our supplies when
we were attacked by nine bombers and
one of their bombs hit us in the depth
charge rack and we lost 30 feet of our
stern. We headed for Tulagi with some
difficulty. The next day we recieved a
message from Admiral Nimitz stating *I
T1ike your guts®.

A wooden rudder was designed and
buyilt by the crew headed by Captain
N.E.Chalmers USN (Ret.) and assisted
by members of the crew including James
Stark and myself. He and I are the
only ones left of the "BIG SIX" (all
over 230 lbs. at that time.

Chalmers speech was very inspiring
and enlightening!

We hope to have another reunion next
year (1996) which will be headed by
Kebbie J. Turner and you may get in
touch with him at 11152 Windjammer
Drive-frisco,TX 75034 or phone
(214)370-2410.

Captain Chalmers told us we were the
first ship to recieve the Presidential

~ Unit Citation.

Aloha-Wes Cooper-312 River Isle-

Bradenton,FL 34208




USS McFARLAND HOLDS REUNION

Charles Finch of the AVD-14 wrote
to let us know that they had their
first ever reunion in Reno,Nevada
last September. It was put together
by Bob Swanson and Tom Rish who did a
great job! The reunion really got off
the ground through the efforts of
Cmdr.E.Andrew Wilde USNR (Ret.) who
researched the McFarland and found
some of the members who,in turn,
found other members. _

A1l hands had a great time visiting
and enjoying their boat trip on Lake
Tahoe and trip to Virginia City.










William Ewing is 39, a Mis-
sissippian who transferred to
Hawaii from New York in 1932.
He was working then for the
Associated Press. In 1936 he
went back to New York but
stayed only a couple of weeks,
returning to Honolulu to join
The Star-Bulletin. He began
his radio news commentary
over KGMB in November, 1940,
under Star-Bulletin sponsor-
ship. The day the war began
he reported for active duty at
Pearl Harbor. InJune, 1942, he
was released by the Navy in
order to permit resumption of
his broadcasts as a war corre-
spondent. He is accredited to
both the War Department and
the U. S. Pacific Fleet. His pro-
gram is heard six evenings
weekly at 6:15 over KGMB:; on
Saturdays he shortwaves a 15
minute commentary on the
Pacific war over the Mutual
network, heard at 6:15 p.m.,
eastern war time.







FOREWORD

This little book comprises a selected few of the broadcasts from a program
which is presented six evenings a week over Station KGMB, Honolulu, under
the sponsorship of The Honolulu Star-Bulletin. The reader will have to bear
with me by recognizing that any oral presentation tends to seem wordy when
put down in writing, and any writing which deals with day to day develop-
ments is bound to seem stale when later reviewed. Some of these articles
have been lightly edited in an effort to remove this dated flavor, but on the
whole they are printed here in their original form. Some of them represent
what is commonly referred to as “analysis” of the news, but which, so far as
I am concerned, is simply a business of taking a lot of loose ends and trying
to fit them together into an understandable whole. A few otbers deal with
exploits of our fighting men. I hope this book, if it serves no other purpose,
will bring home to more people the courage and efficiency of these young
Americans who out here in the Pacific have been at grips with the enemy since
the first day of the war. Trained for peace, they have reacted to war magnifi-
cently. Take the case of Ensign Neal Scott, whose story is told on page 32.
Scott was the son of a Preshyterian minister. Born in Montgomery, Alabama,
where his facher was serving a church, he went to high school and junior col-
lege at Valdosta, Georgia, and later to Davidson College, in North Carolina.
He chose business administration as a career. He was a typical small town
American boy, reared in the wholesome atmosphere of a small town American
home, and embarked on the sort of life which is peculiarly American. Yet on
the afternoon of October 26, 1942, under the hot sun of the far South Pacific,
young Scott proved himself to be the same sort of fighting man who has won
his country’s battles for 167 years. Nothing could have been further from the
sort of life he had planned for himself than the action on the deck of his ship
that afternoon. Yet Scott was as much at home as he would have been on his
father's front porch in Goldsboro, North Carolina, He fought the enemy
fiercely and efficiently until he was mortally wounded, and his last words to
his mates were to keep up the fight.

The spirit of Neal Scott is typical of thousands of other American boys
who have died in the Pacific war, but it is not their spirit so much I am talking
about. They also know how to fight effectively, in many instances after very
little training. They are fighting an aggressive and implacable enemy, and
they would be the last to belictle the ability of this enemy in the business of
making war. America already owes a great debt to these men who have met
the enemy who first struck at us, and who have held the line in the Pacific
while preparations were made at home to strike the enemy in Europe.

WILLIAM EWING.

Honolulu, Hawaii,
March 15, 1943.

To the Mo Jandnond, & fruad FHps






THE VOYAGE OF THE McFARLAND

HIS IS T'HE STORY OF A VOYAGE,

which, though it covered only a few hundred
miles, is similar in its salient feature to the greatest
voyage of them all, the one that discovered America,
450 years earlier to the month. The greatness of
the voyage of Columbus, and the greatness of the
one I am about to relate, lay in the greatness of
decision, by the leader, not to turn hack. Columbus
may have been less clever than he later described
himseli to be, in subduing the fears of his men by
falsifying his log, so they would not know how far
they had come from home. But Columbus knew
where he wanted to go, and he had the courage to
keep on going when he might easily have justified
himself in turning back.

The hero of our voyage in 1942 also had ample
reason for turning back when within sight of his
goal—he was, in fact, ordered to turn back, because
of the dangers that lay ahead. But he, like Colum-
bus, also knew where he wanted to go, and why.
Instead of accepting his orders and hieing himself
and his ship to a safer place, he chose to ask his
superior officer for authority to complete his mis-
sion. Such permission was granted, and though he
nearly lost his ship, he delivered the goods where
they were supposed to go and where they were
needed.

The hero of this tale, and our modern Columbus,
is Lieutenant Commander John C. Alderman, of
Portland, Oregon, who on Octoher 14 of this year
was commanding officer of the U.S5.S. McFarland.
October 14 was the historic day in our story, because
that was the day the vovage started. The McFarland

was an ajrcraft tender. “Aircraft tender” is a rather -

flossy term for the McFarland, because although that
was her present purpose, actually she was an old
twelve hundred ton four-stacker destroyer, converted
for service to the fleet air arm. She had already had
a hrush with the enemy, an encounter with a Japanese
submarine, and to the best of the knowledge avail-
able, the sub will sail no more, hut lies on the bottom
of the Pacific Qcean, That was in July, and since
July the McFarland had been in the South Pacific,
feeding the hungry engines of the planes that pored
over the seascape in search of enemy craft.

On October 14 the McFarland was loaded with all
she could carry, in the way of ammunition and fuel,
and Commander Alderman was ordered to take her
into Guadalcanal, where our land and air forces were
then fighting grimly to beat back the great Japanese
mid-October offensive, which was intended to regain

Broadcast
Dec. 30,1942

—Official U, §. Navy Phota
LigeuT.-CoMDR. ALDERMAN OF THE McFARLAND.

Like Columbus, he knew where he wanted fo go,
and why.

the island. The assumption is that these forces were
in need of what the McFarland had loaded for them,
and it seems evident from what followed that Caplain
Alderman intended, when he set out from his hase,
to see they were delivered.

The ship was loaded with just about the most vola-
tile cargo that could be assembled. She had aviation
pasoline for the planes on Guadaleanal, including a
deck-load in drums. She had a large number of air-
craft torpedoes lashed to the deck, each one holding
enough TNT to blow up a ship. She had aircraft
bombs in nooks and crannies about the deck, filling
up the available space, and besides all this an assort-
ment of miscellaneous ammunition. She was, in fact,
a floating bomb herself, with a fusecap of gasoline,
and enough explosive to blow half a fleet to Kingdom
Come if it all went off together. And between her
and her destination lay some hundreds of miles of
ocean where Japanese submarines lurked and where

{10]






there was as good a chance as not that Japanese planes
would be patrolling.

About sundown of October 14 the McFarland set
out. She carried no lights, and she depended on the
navigating ability of her executive officer, Lieutenant
Earle G. Gardner, to take her where she was going.
She was alone, If she ran into trouble she would have
to take care of herself, or else.

The night passed quietly, with the McFarland
plunging ahead in the darkness, bearing her load of
dynamite and gasoline through a smooth sea with little
wind. No alarm upset the morning hours either, and
this was beginning to look as though whatever trouble
awaited was piling up near the end of the trip. Then,
off the starboard bow, a Japanese plane was sighted.
It was too near, when it emerged from a cloud, to be
mistaken for anything but what it was, and when
those aboard the McFarland looked closer, they had
a second shock. The plane had slung to its belly a
great fat torpedo, and everyhady who saw it knew
what would happen if it ever made contact with the
McFarland and her load of dynamite,

Captain Alderman passed an order along: No firing
uniess the Japanese plane attacked. He was feeling
anything but belligerent that morning and was willing
to leave old scores to be settled later. A Japanese
plane was only a plane, but his ship carried fuel and
ammunition for many men to fight with,

For a long time the enemy pilot seemed to have
trouble making up his mind. He would fly to within
about a thousand yards of the ship, pull away and
duck into a cloud, then come back for another look.
He wanted to go, and he wanted to stay. But finally
he flew away, no doubt to look for bigger game. Had
he known what was aboard the McFarland, and where
it was going, he might not so easily have dissuaded
himself from attacking. Those on the ship breathed
more easily, and Captain Alderman dutifully sent a
message ashore noting the presence of aircraft which
indicated an enemy carrier nearby.

Later the same day the McFarland sighted anti-
aircraft fire off the northern horizon, hanging in little
black balls of smoke just above the level of the sea.
They learned later the destroyer Meredith had been
sunk that day hy enemy aircraft, and apparently the
McFarland was just near enough to witness the far-
off evidence of the battle she put up. The Meredith
made a great fight, but she was no match for the
swarms of planes that plastered her with bombs and
torpedoes.

This was the afterncon of the 15th, and the ship
was getting closer to Guadalcanal. Lieutenant Gard-
ner, the navigator, had figured the landfall on an

-igland in the channel north of Guadalcanal at day-

break next morning, and he was right on the nose.

Just at daylight the island was cdead ahead, and the
ship was ready to start her run for Lunga Point,
which is the point of land jutting out from Hender-
son Field where supplies for the field are unloaded.
Everything had gone well on the dangerous passage,
and now the McFarland was in sight of her goal, and
soon the job would be done. Then came the order
from shore, by radio. Turn back. Too much enemy
activity. Turn back, run down south, and wait for a
better chance.

That was when Skipper Alderman showed the stuff
that won him a message of praise from Admiral
Nimitz that he probably will always prize, He knew
things must be pretty hot in there around Henderson
Field, or they wouldn’t be ordering him out. And if
things were that hot, it was no place for a ship loaded
down with aviation gasoline and TNT. It was a time
for a man who valued his own hide to start thinking
about it. A lesser man would have sighed with reliet
and accepted his orders without question. But Alder-
man, like Columbus, didn’t like the idea of turning
back when he started out to do something. He sent
a message back, which went something like this: Re-
fuest permission to proceed to destination. Then he
cruised about, ducking in some rain squalls that had
blown up, hiding from anything hostile that might he
in the neighborhood, and waited for an answer. Be-
fore long it came, granting him the desired authority,
and telling him to go on in and unload.

With that, the McFarland’s nose was pointed to-
ward Henderson Field, and she went in at high speed,
arriving off Lunga Point at 1:15 in the afternoon.
On earlier visits she had discharged her cargo on the
west side of the point, and she started in there now,
only to discover that the usual unloading area was
under Japanese artillery fire. Batteries which the Japs
had set up in the jungle west of Henderson Field
were tearing at a small craft which had run aground
there. So the McFarlend turned back, rounded the
point and entered on the east side.

Unloading crews were waiting for her, and they
leaped aboard and began moving her cargo, like farm-
ers hurrying with the hay when a storm is ahout to
break. The deck load of explosives was taken off
first and then the gasoline. When the whole job was
about two-thirds complete, an alarm was sounded that
a periscope had been sighted standing to the eastward,
and presumably helonging to an enemy submarine.
Since a ship dead in the water is a perfect target for
a sub, even at extreme range, the McFarland imme-
diately got under way, dragging her unloading barge
along with her.

But the submarine wasn’t all she had to worry
about. It was now about 5 o’clock in the afternoon,
and within another hour or so the ship would be safe,
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sheltered by darkness, with her inflammable remain-
ing cargo unloaded. It wasn’t to turn out that way.
Nine Japanese dive bombers, of the type known as
Aichii 99’s, came down from the sky in screaming
dives, one after the other, and each one releasing two
medium bombs as it pulled out of the dive. The Me-
Farland’s gunners were ready for them, and every
muzzle biazed as the bombers came within range.

Meanwhile the barge, into which the McFarland
had been unloading gasoline, had been cut away, and
the ship maneuvered as quickly as she could to dodge
the falling bombs. They came too fast to dodge them
all, although every one missed but the last one of the
eighteen that were dropped. It wasn't the McFar-
land’s lucky day, and the single bomb that scored a
direct hit, struck her in exactly the worst place it
could have been laid.

Tenders, like destroyers, carry depth charges on a
rack at the stern, and each depth charge contains
enough TNT to wreck a suhmarine if it even comes
near it under water. The McFarland had several
depth charges hung on the rack, and that was where
the single bomb which struck her hit. The bomb went
off, and with it the depth charges. Captain Alderman
was on the bridge, and he and the other officers there
were mowed down by the blast like shocks of wheat.
Every man on the ship was knocked off his feet.

When the captain regained his footing and looked
back at the stern it wasn’t there any more. A huge
chunk of it had disappeared, simply blown off by the
explosion. The captain gave an order to the steers-
man. He turned the wheel, but nothing happened.
The rudder and the steering apparatus were gone.

The ship was beginning to settle by the stern and
was taking on a list. The toll in dead and wounded
was heavy. A tragic note was the loss of passengers
who had come aboard while the ship was being un-
loaded off Guadaleanal, and who were being evacu-
ated. They had been in the washroom near the stern
when the bomb hit, and several had been killed. The
ship, without a rudder, was unmanageable.

The explosion had broken the throttle on the port
engine and it was impossible to shut off steam in that
turbine. The McFarland was beginning to run away,

and worse still, she was swinging to starboard, which
meant she was moving in toward the shore. She had
passed the strip of American territory, and was try-
ing to head in toward land heid by the enemy.

The engineer proved equal to the occasion. Ije
backed the port engine down, and shoved the star-
board engine full ahead. By so doing the McFaerland
was steered away from the shore, and as Captain
Alderman put it, could be steered within about 50
degrees of a course. Some members of the crew
moved the injured men forward. Others got pumps
going, and the ship’s settling was halted, although
she was pretty far down in the water already.

By now it was petting dark, and the skipper decided
to try to get his ship into Tulagi Harbor, which lay
about 25 miles across the channel. Nothing more had
been heard of the submarine which had set off the
alarm while the McFarland was unloading. Maybe
the sub’s commander had decided the McFarland, in
her crippled condition, wasn’t worth a torpedo. Four
Japanese planes had been shot down in the dive bomb-
ing attack. The ship moved painstakingly across the
channel, steering by her engines, and sent a signal to
Tulagi asking for a tow. It came in a hurry, the Me-
Farland was pulled inside, and the dead and wounded
were taken off.

That’s about all there is to the story of the voyage
to Guadalcanal, which carried supplies to a base under
fire, because the skipper, like Columbus, wouldn't
turn back. It has a sequel, though. The McFariand
was towed into an inlet, and a blanket of tree branches
was built overhead to camouflage her from the sky.
Captain Alderman was made temporary commander
of the Tulagi station, and he and his crew went to
work on the ship. They patched over the hole where
the stern used to be, and rigged up a rudder with
wooden poles, which they worked from-the deck with
a winch, And the other day the McFarlond poked her
bow into Pearl Harbor. She thumbed her nose at the
pilot tugs, and came right on up the channel, under
her own power and using her makeshift rudder, and
hefore long she'll be out there again, good as new,
carrying fuel and ammunition to the places that need
them most.
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