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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his !ife worth-
while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"] served in the United States Navy."

- President John F. Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August 1, 1963.






two ocaans. The U.S.S5. Colhoun (shown here in 1918) served

Two wars;

used to escort troop convoys across the North Atilanti

used to land U.S5. Marinas in the South Pacific during the Guadalcanal Campaign in 1942,
pedo tubes can be seen here on the maln deck, aft (two triple-tube mounts on each side).

in world war [ as a dest
c and in wWorld war 1l as a destroyer transport (AFPD-2)

royer (DD-85)

The Colhoun's tor-

(NHC?Vashington)




Colhoun ™

Born 6 May 1821 at Chambersburg, Pa., Edmund Ross
Colhoun was appointed a midshipman 1 April 1839. He
served during the Mexican War with Commodores
Conner and Perry at Alvarado and Tabasco. During
the Civil War he served on both the North and South
Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, had command of the
monitor Weehawken, and was commended for his par-
ticipation in the bombardment and capture of Fort
Fisher, N.C., from December 1864 to January 1865. He
commanded the South Pacific Station (1874-5), Mare
Island Navy Yard (1877-81), and retired from the Navy
5 May 1883. Rear Admiral Colhoun died 17 February

1897.

* Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 2.
Washington: Naval Historical Center, 1963.
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HISTORY OF USS COLHOUN (APD-2)

Rear Admiral Edmund R. Colhoun, U3N, was born in Chambersburg,
nzylvania in 1821 and died in 1897. He was appointed midshirman
ir. 1839 and rose to flag rank in 1882. Admiral Colhoun took a very
active part in both the Mexican and the Civil Wers. During the years
1874-1875 he was commander-in-chief of the South Pacific Statiom,
Admirsl Colhourn retired from active duty in 1883,

The USS COLHOUN (DD-85) was bullt by the Fore River Shipbuilding
Company, Quincy, Massachusetts. The dectroyer had an overall length
of 314 feet; breedth, 31 feet; mean draft, 9 feet 2 inches; normal
displacement, 1191 tons; estimated speed, 34.7 knets; and a complement
of elght officers and 114 enlisted men. Her original armament
consisted of four 4", 50 callber guns, two 3", 22 caliber anti-
aircraft guns and four 21" triple torpedo tukus.

The COIHOUN was launched on 21 February 1913, under the
sponsorship of Miss Helen Auguste Colhoun, daughter of" Rear Admiral
Edmund Ross Colhoun, USN. The ship was commissiozned on 13 June
1918, when Commander Benyaurd B. Wygant, USN, as=uusd command.

During 1918, COLHOUN was employed as a western escorti vessel
for various troop convoys orossing the North Atlentic. From 1919-
1922, the COLHOUN took part in the routine fleet exercises, maneuvers
and cruises, She was placed out of commission on 23 June 1522, at

the Philadelphia Yard.

On- 2 August 1940, COLHOUN's designation was changed to a
Bransport, High Speed (Destioyer). Her hull number was changed to
APD-2, Main alterations consisted of removing the main mast, six
torpedo tubes, plating over all hull parts, and installation of
heavy power-driven davits. The US3 COLHOUN (APD-2) was recommissioned

an 11 December 1940,

Since the outbreak of hostilities with Japan, COLHOUN operated
with Transport Division 12. During the early part of the war,
COIHOUN operated out of Pearl Harbor and took psrt 1ln anti-gubmarine
exercisea, She reported to Noumea, New Caledonia, on 21 July and
began preparations for the invasion of the Solomon Islands. She
participated in the iritial attack on the Solomon Islands, carrying
units of the First Marine Ralder Battalion.

The shortage of Allied ships in the early days of the war
made it nescessary for the COLHOUN to serve as a comblned transport
and anti-submarine vessel. On the morning of 30 August 1942, the
APD tied up at Kukum, unloaded tons of stores assigned to the Marine
Corps garrlison at Guadalcanal, and then left the harbor to take 1ts

anti-submarine station.

Before noon, an ailr rald alert was 1lssued and the ships in the
harbop.as well as the COLHOUN headed for the open sea. Shortly after






-2~ COLHOUN
Swe o'clock in the afternoon, a second warring was received. A
iooxout briefly gllimpsed the enemy formation as 1t approached out of
the sun. The planes took shelter behind a luw cloud formstion befere
accurate fire could be firscted at them, then swooping down, released
Sheir first sticks of bombs.

Two bombs struck close by, lmmediately followed by two mors
which struck one of the ship'as boats and the after searchlight
platform. The after davits were blown down and forward, blocking the
after engine room hatchea. A diesel oil fire from ¥Wreokage of onse

of the bozts was started.

Despite the first hits, the anti-aireraft batteries kept firing
but the plenes still remained hidden in the overhanging olouds. A
string of five or six bombs came down on the vessel's atarboard side,
bringing down the foremsst and blowing two 20 miilimeter guns and
one 4-inch gun off the ship. A lubrication o1l ccoler pump in the
after engine room was blown through the bulkhead into the forward

englne rocm.

Two more boubs scored direct hits, killirg all men who had
gathered in the after deck house. Abapndon ship was ordered and
further loss of liie was prevented by quick rescue operations of tank
lighters that came in from Guadalcanal. The T3S COLHOUN sank, in
latitude 09-245; longitude 160-01 E., 8ix men vere killed, 45
declared missing and 18 were wounded, in this action.

The USS COLHOUN (APD-2) was stricken from the Navy List on
11 September 1942. She was awvarded the Aslatic-Pacific Ares Service
Medal with one battle star.

Revised: 23 JAN 1957 \bq\
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Guadalcanal and the Sol/omon iIsiands in Worid War 1]
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Noumea to Rabaul. (Courtesy Australian War Memorial)

In the summer of 1942 the Solomon Islands, streaming 600 miles
southeast from New Britain (upper left), assumed a great strategic
importance., For the Japanese, their seaplane base at Tulagi (center)
and the airfield they were completing on Guadalcanal formed part of a
defensive perimeter for their principal base at Rabaul. For the
United States, these bases in the lower Solomons threatened both her
supply lines to Australia and her advance bases in the New Hebrides
and on New Caledonia.

The decisive Guadalcanal Campaign began on August 7, 1942, when
the U.S. Marines seized both Tulagi and the airfield across the bay.
It ended six months [later when the Japanese evacuated their remaining
troops.

The victory was truly a turning point in the Pacific War. A
captured Japanese document read, "Success or failure in recapturing
Guadalcanal! . . . is the Ffork in the road which leads to victory for
them or fPor us." After the island was secured the Japanese offensive
was over, and the Allies began their long island-hopping march to

Tokyo Bay.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.

February, 1996
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Editor!s Note: This map Prom Jack Coggin's The Campajgn for Guadalcanal
(Doubleday, 1972) shows the area where tha destroyer transport U.S8.85.
Colhoun (APD-2) put ashore the First Marine Raider Battalion on August
7, 1942, The iandings on Beach Blue and on the Halavo Peninsula ( just
to the right of the map) began the Sciomon [slands Campaign; the first
U.S. amphibious invasion since the Spanish-American War in 1898 = = and
the Colhoun was therel E. A, Wilde, Jr.
_— May, 1995
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The U.S.5., Colhoun (APD~2) was originally commissioned In 1918 as a flush-decker destroyer (DD~85). In
1940 she was converted to a fast destroyer transport with berthing for 200 Marines and davits to handle
four 36-rt. Higgins boats. All of her torpedo tubes were removed, but she retained three 4-in./50 sin-
gl/e-purpose deck guns. Four 20-mm Oer! lkon machlne cannons were added 'mldships on her galley deck For
ant falircraft protectlon. Durlng the Guadalcanal campalign these ships were known as the "Green Dragons"
due to thelr splotchy jungle-green camouflaga. (Nat jonal Archives photograph. )







In 1941 the 20-mm Osr/ikon air-cooled machine gun began to replface the ,50-cal.
water-coofed machine gun as the Navy's standard [ ight antiaircraft weapon. (It
was also called a machine cannon, because it Ffired explosive shells.) This er-
ly Mari 4 version with an open~ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two loaders.
When fitted with the Mari 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data. The Oerlikon had an effective range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (OFficial USN photo.)







(Charleston, South Carolina)

-The Post and Courler, Sunday, August 30, 1992

Colhoun memories

I read in this morning’s [Aug. 7]
edition the several references to
the 50th anniversary of the first
major Allied offensive in the Pacif-
ic during World War II. As an offi-
cer (ensign} on the Colhoun (APD-2)
participating in landing Marines at
Tulagi on that historic date, I
would like to offer to you a “follow-
up” item about Aug. 30; the date
the Colhoun was sunk just offshore
from Lunga Point of Guadalcanal.

The Colhoun was one of the
much-publicized “four-stacker” de-
stroyers of World War I fame, and
was identified as DD-85. After that
war, it was preserved in one of the
reserve fleets until it was designat-
ed for conversion and reactivation
in the days leading up to U.S. par-
ticipation in World War II.

It was recognized that there
would be a need to land troops in
some places where the convention-
al large troop transports could not
go because of their deep draft, and
some of these old destroyers would
be able to maneuver in lesser
depths to land troops close to
shore. So, several of the old four-
stackers were: modified by remov-
ing' two stacks and converting the
related engine-room spaces to
troop spaces. They were planned to
carry 150 Marines as a landing
force, using Higgins boats (men-
tioned in one of the Aug. 7 articles)
to carry them from ship to shore.
These converted ships were classed
as destroyer transports, with APD
designations.

The division of APDs, including
Colhoun, after the initial successful
landings, was ordered to make re-
peated resupply trips, bringing to
Guadalcanal aviation gas, bombs
and other supply items from an ad-
vance base in the New Hebrides.

It was on Colhoun's fourth trip
from the advance .base, just after
completing our off-load operations,
that we were caught in a Japanese
air raid, and ours was the only ves-
sel lost in the Guadalcanal area
that-day. We lost 51 of 153 officers
and men aboard. Survivors were
picked up by ships that escaped
that day's raid, and also by some
hoats put out from the shore.

My final Navy duty was on the
staff of the commandant, 6th Na-
val District, Charleston. I retired
with the rank of commander, Sup-
ply Corps, Aug. 31, 1971, and estab-
lished residence in Charleston,
where my wife and I have been

very happy.

CHARLES A. KASDORF Jr.
1717 Vassar Drive













Excerpt from Destroyers in Action
by Richard A. Shafter.*

“4 Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Mention the word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picture of a lintle ship steam-
ing deach-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battlewagon’s heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the lictle ship is rossing like a cork, with the white
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starboard. There are a couple of
splashes on her portside and a moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tin fish she has sent on their
voyage of destruction. And 2 shorr while later there
is a terrific crash. The enemy’s sides and decks are
clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that rear her inwards apart. And another naval
bartle is won.

It is an inspiring picrure that has adorned many a
calendar sent by solicitous ships chandlers and sced
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The pracrice looks different. Whether
it’s even more romantic than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “tincan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it's most versatile. If Kipling's crack
about the liner has of lare found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she's a work-
horse.” :

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on its way to church, it’s
all one to a farmer’s workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine patrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed parrern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater raider; comorrow, she may be riding
herd on a convoy of merchanunen: running breath-
lessly and rongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and then tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
horned eggs ro drop in waters the enemy’s fleer is cer-
tain to traverse. Then again, they might give her a

*New York: Cornell! Maritime Press,

1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out ro sweep the
channels leading co 2 new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown there, and
then the next day convert her inro a fast transport and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yet on their way with recn-
forcements, supplies, tanks and ardillery, the destroyer
that has landed them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of.

Then again, on duty with a task force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capiral ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the acrual engagement begins, throwing a smoke
screen around che carrier or battlewagon to spoil the
enemy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
bartleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel ranks, it's the destroyer
that rushes in close, though the heat may blister what
patches of paint are sall left on her sea-birten plates,
and takes off the men still left alive after the unsuc-
cessful bartle to save their doomed ship. As the huil of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the tide,
a roaring inferno, yet still floating, it is the destroyer's
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bottom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands.

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer’s lot. Many a flier, shot down by ack-
ack, or forced down in 2 gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefadgable DD would not
give up che search. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gallous of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid o a
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in porr,

“Let the DD’s do it!” has almost become axiomatic
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverability, their reladvely high firepower

OVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy’s true “expendables.”

The spirit of the lictle ships reflects irself in that of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bit apart from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no cantcen or ship’s
service booth where a man might get a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yer the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it's a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his particular trade imposes upon him. He’s
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “softies.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His har
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is che bane of the
Shore Patrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. But let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn’c ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed action, a
survivor of the Borie pur it all in a nusshell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their fauls. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gotta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers ger into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of writing like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a little ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of dury
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Battleships are a lirtle like steel cities or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields.

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boar, In the beautiful clean lines of her, in
her speed and roughness, in her curious gallantry.”
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From: o -Doutenant~-Oormandar G.B. Kadden, U.5. Havy,
Tos Sacratary of the Navy,
Vies ( )1 The Copmander Transport Division Twelve.
(2) T« omdapdar Task Force Sirty-two.
(3) The er-in-ﬂhiof, U.B. Peoific nﬂat'
(4) The Commander=in-Qhief, U,3. Fleat,
Eubjectt Loga gf the UOBOB. COLEOUH.

Refarences (a) Article 841, U.8. Havy Regulations, 1920,

Enclosuress A) Liast of Xnown Burvivors.
B) List of Known Dead,
io; List of Unaccounted For,
P} liast of Younded and their disposition,

1, The U.8,8. COLEOUN, under my command, was loat in sotion off
Eukum, Guadalcanal Island, at 1514, 30 August, 1942.
2. The oircumstances of tha loss of ithe ship are am followsl

(a} The U.8.5. GOLEOUM laft irmer harbor Tulagi Teland at 0500,
30 August, 1942 in oompany with U.B.8. GERGORY and 8.8, XDPAHA, for Xukum,

On srrival the COLHOUN unloaded about seventsetons of stores comignsd to the
Yarine Qorp garrison at Guadaleanal. Whex wnloading was vonplstad at abous
0930, the GOLEOUN took station ay entispulmaring scresn to seawerd of .0,
EOPARA, U,3.5. GREGORY returning to Tulagi.

{b) At about 1115, informmtion was received from the signal
station Guadalcanal that an sir raid was expscted at aboudt 1230, At about
1130 8.8. XOFARA got underway and, escorted by the COLIOUR progessded in a
genaral northwesterly direction., JFrom 1215 to 1330, considerabls air astivity
wvaa observed although no enemy planes were sightads The weathow at this tims
wvae squally, wind southsast. At 1340 the wenther cleared and sesing no
further aigns of ensmy activity the XOFARK and JOLHOUN retwrned to Kukvm,

I directed the KOPARA to lie to and diseharge her cargo. At 1415 U.8.8. LITTLE
stood in to Kukum and gormenced discharging troops.

{a) At about 1415 ws received information from the signal
station at Guadalcanal that a second wave of Japanese planes waw exrected ab
about 15C0. On receipt of this despatch, went to General Quarters and set
meterial condition Afirm, Af 1430 I gave orders to seouro the four inch batisry
except gun Mhumber two which I kept manned for possidbls use against sublmarinsg.
I considered the four inch guns to be useless against sn air mitack, while
needlessly expoeing gun ¢rews and ammunition partiess IX took station %o
seaward of U.S.5. LITTIE and 8.3 KOPAEA and sommenced anti-sulmarire patrel,
spsed from ten to tuslvs knotd, Twolve friondly fighting plands andsone U.0e
Arzy B-17 wers in the air ut this tire over ihe fibld at Guadaleansl, apperently

eoming: It to land,






(d}) At 1512 while the ship was on a southwesterly
course, speed 10 knots, latitude 9-23-45 south, longitude 160-00-
45 east, aircraft lookouts reported a formation of planes
approaching the starboard beam. The planes were directly in the
sun flying at an estimated altitude of 15,000 - 18,000 feet,
course southeast. Radar contaet had not been made. After about
81x seconds observation the planes were recognized as Japanese
and word was given to the anti-aireraft battery that enemy planes
were overhead. Full speed was ordered. At this instant the
formation disappeared behind clouds. Word was passed to the port
battery to standby to pick up the planes as they came clear. No
friendly planes were sighted. About four seconds later two bombs
struck close aboard the starboard quarter followed almost
immediately by two, one of which struck boat number three, the
other striking the after searchlight platform. The after davits
were blown down and forward, blocking the after engineroom
hatches. The wreckage of the searchlight tower blew forward,
tearing most of the outer stack of boiler number two away. A
diesel oll fire from the wreckage of boats numbers three and four
was started. All anti-aircraft guns opened fire immediately,
although the planes could not be seen. A string of five or six
bombs then landed close aboard to starboard, (about fifty -
seven-five feet), the line of bombs extending from the bridge to
Just abaft the fantail. The blast from these bombs was very
pronounced, heeling the ship sharply to port bringing down the
foremast and blowing number one 20 MM gun and number two 4* gun
off the ship. The underwater concussion knocked the main engines
from the bed plates, brought down a large number of steam, water
and oil lines, ruptured the fire mains and threw several pumps
from their bases. The lubricating oll cooler pump in the after
engineroom was thrown through the bulkhead into the forward
engineroom. Boller number two collapsed and fell from the
saddles, o0ll and steam lines in the fireroom were carried away.
The ship started to go down by the stern. I ordered hard right
rudder, intending while the ship still had way on her, to swing
through the water in which the bombs had Just landed. The
quartermaster reported we had lost steering control. I believe
the wheel ropes wvere cut by fragments resulting from the first
two bomb hits. I ordered H. H. SAUNDERS, CQM, USFR, to take over
steering control on the after deckhouse. Before SAUNDERS could
get aft, two more bombs hit, one near the after edge of the after
deckhouse, and one near the after bulkhead of the after
engineroom. The last bomb ruptured the after engineroom bulkhead
and set fire to the fuel oil in D tanks. SAUNDERS could not get
through the burning oil to shift steering control. Neither the
forward nor the after engineroom could be reached by telephone.
The fantall and part of the after deckhouse were under water and
all men stationed in the vicinity of the after deckhouse were
killed. The repalr party could not get aft through the burning






0ll from the D tanks. I order all wounded put in boats numbers
one and two, which s8till appeared serviceable. The Executive
Officer, R. E. Newmann, Lieutenant (jg)} U.S.N.R. went to the
galley deckhouse to supervise this work. Ensign H. E. Ellison,
U.3.N. was sent to lower the boats but found the davits to be
twisted and Jammed and the boats riddled by bomb fragments. The
ship was now going down fast by the stern, the after portion as
far forward as the after engineroom being under water. It was
apparent that she could not be saved and I gave the order to
abandon ship. I left the ship at about 1514. To the best of my
knowledge and belief no living person was left on board. The ship
went down ilmmediately after I left. Pour life rafts were
serviceable and had been released by J. W. WRENN, CBM, U.3.N. All
persons in the water were picked up by tank lighters coming out
from Guadalcanal. At about 1800, I reported to Commander
Transports Division Twelve in U.S.S., LITTLE.

3. The attacking planes were later identified as Mitsubishi
Bettys. Observers counted eighteen planes in two Vee/s of nine

planes each.

4. Enclosures (A) and (B) give the names of known survivors
and known dead respectively. Enclosure (C) lists those who are as
yet unaccounted for. Some boats with survivors beached at
Guadalcanal, and it 1s possible that more survivors may be on
that island although no information has as yet been received.
Enclosure (D) gives the names of wounded and theilr disposition.

5. Conduct of officers and crew was of the highest order.
Although a large proportion of both officers and men had very
limited naval experience, there was no confusion and orders given
were carried out while 1t was possible to do so. All the anti-
aireraft guns kKept up a steady fire at the attacking planes while
the guns remained serviceable. No one left the ship until I
ordered her abandoned. While survivors were in the water, the
wounded were assisted to life rafts or floatling wreckage by the
able bodied. 31lightly wounded and unwounded men left the life
rafts to fend for themselves in order to make room for the more
seriously wounded. Tank lighters coming our for rescue were
directed by men swimming t¢o wounded or exhausted men.

6. In this generally excellent performance of duty I wish to
commend the following officers and men for especlally meritorious

conduct:

(a) Lieutenant-Commander Sapero (MC) U.S.N. This
officer came aboard about two hours before the attack and
requested passage to Tulagl. After the order to abandon ship was
given he assisted O. V. WALL, MM2e¢, U.S8.N., In putting a life
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Jacket about R. L. MYERS, MM2c, U.S.N., who was suffering from
wounds in the chest and lung. Lieutenant-Commander Sapero then
8lid MYERS over the side and towed him to a life raft keeping his
hand and arm over MYERS wound, attempting to prevent entry of
water and fuel o1l into the wound. I have been informed by
officers of the Medical Corps that MYERS owes hls present
favorable condltion to Lleutenant-Commander Saperco’s unselfish

care.

(b) Lieutenant (jg) Robert Emil Newmann, Ensign
Harold Huntington Ellison and Ensign Jesse Abner Naylor. These
offlicers were especlally active in rounding up wounded men in the
water and assisting them to life rafts.

(¢} PUSCO, Louils Joseph WT2e¢, U.S.N. In charge of
the flrercom watch. The concussion of several near misses on the
starboard side threw boiler number two from it’s saddle, tearing
away steam lines and fuel o0il lines and extinguishing lights.
FUSCO promptly secured the fires and got all of his watch on deck
in time to abandon ship. I belleve his promptness and coolness
saved the lives of some 1f not all of the firerocom watch.

(d) Wwilliam BUCKLEY, CWT(PA) 113-92-60 USFR and
HILL, Benjamin Hartwell, MM2c 2T72-60-39 U.3.N. Near misses along
the starboard side carrled away most of the steam lines in both
engine rooms. BUCKLEY and HILL without waiting for orders secured
the boller steam stops by the deck operating gear. I belleve that
the prompt action of BUCKLEY and HILL enabled many men to escape
from the engine room wheo would otherwlse have been scalded to

death by the escaping steam.

(e) DENMAN, Douglas Carlton, Coxswain, 223-819,
U.S8. Coast Guard and BAGLEY, John Ed 415-34-89 U.S.N. Seaman
first elass. DENMAN’s statlon was in boat number four. Severely
wounded by the first and second bombs to strike the ship, DENMAN
remained in his beoat until he and BAGLEY had carried FIEVET and
IDZIAK to the forward part of the boat where they could float
clear. DENMAN and BAGLEY then removed and threw overboard the
thirty kapok life jackets carried in the boat. DENMAN was heard
to e¢all out as he threw out the life jackets, *“Someone will be
able to use these.” As a matter of fact the life jackets were of
great assistance after the ship went down. I conslder this
unselfish devotion to duty particularly pralseworthy.

(f) HELLER, John A. CCS (PA), USFR. The first bomb
to strike the ship started a fire in the diesel 01l and wreckage
of beats numbers three and four, lmmediately over the D fuel oll
tanks which were at that time intact. HELLER, on his own
initiative, led out a fire hose and attempted to put out the






fire. He was probably killed when the bomb struck near the after
englineroom bulkhead.

(g) Lieutenant-Commander Sapero (MC) U.S.N. and
Lieutenant H. B. Witter, (MC) U.S.N.R. both passengers on board,
and the ship’s pharmacist’s mate, CONWAY, Henry Eugeen PhMlc 346-
5432 U.S.N. showed complete disregard of their personal safety in
giving assistance to the wounded during and immediately after the
attack. While not spectacular, thelr services were invaluable.

(h) POUND, Robert Leslie GM2c, U.S.N. When the
first bomb landed close aboard the starboard quarter POUND was
seen going aft to set the depth charges on safe. He was probably
assisted in this by STUDSTILL, Jerry Evans, Yeo2c U.S.N. who was
on depth charge watch on the fantall. Neither POUND nor STUDSTILL
were seen after the first bomb landed on board. I am positive
that some of the depth charge safety forks must have been Jarred
off during the severe pounding the ship received. No depth
charges exploded when the ship went down. I have no doubt that
PQUND's action, which eost him his 1life, saved the 1ives of most,
if not all of the men in the water.

G. B. MADDEN






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

DOUGLAS C, DENMAN, COXSWAIN, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
act ion against the enemy while serving on board a
destroyer-transport which was badly damaged dur ing
the engagement with Japanese forces in the Solomon
Isltands area, on August 30, 1942. Although he was
severely wounded by the first and second bombs to
strike the ship, DENMAN, stationed in boat number
Four, remained on duty, and he and a shipmate car-
ried two wounded men to the bow of the boat and
floated them clear. They then threw overboard
thirty kapok | ife jackets carried in the boat and
called them to the attention of the men struggling
in the water. These | ife jackets were of great
service later., DENMAN'S unselfish devotion to du-
ty and his exemplary conduct were in keeping with
the highest traditions of the Naval Service.”

For the President,
(Frank Knox)

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a draft citation on file at the
Naval Historical Center which was approved
unchanged on 17 June 1949 and issued by the
Secretary of the Navy on 29 June 1949,
E, A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 1995






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

LOUIS Ja. FUSCO, WATER TENDER SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action while serving on board a destroyer-transport
which was badly damaged during the engagement with
Japanese forces in the British Solomon Islands area
on August 30, 1942, During the action, bomb con-
cussions from several near misses on the starboard
side of the ship threw boiler number two from its
saddle, tearing away steam and ruel oil | ines and
ext inguishing all Iights, FUSCO, who was in charge
of the fireroom watch, promptly secured the fires
and ordered all of his men on deck in time to aban-
don ship. His presence of mind and coolness in ac-
tion probably saved the | ives of some if not all of
the fireroom watch. His conduct was in keeping
with the highest traditions of the Naval Service.”

For the President,

(Frank Knox)

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a draft citation on file at the
Naval Historical Center which was approved
unchanged on 17 June 1949 and issued by the
Secretary of the Navy on 29 June 19549,
E. A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 1995






Letters of Commendat ion Awarded:!

WILLIAM BUCKLEY, CHIEF WATER TENDER
UNITED STATES FLEET RESERVE

BENJAMIN HARTWELL HILL, MACHINIST!S MATE SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY : '

CITATION (with Ribbon): (ldentical citations)

"For meritorious conduct in action while serving on board
a destroyer~transport which was badly damaged dur ing the en-
gagement with Japanese forces In the British Solomon lslands
area on August 30, 1542, During the actlon near misses along
the starboard side of the ship carried away most of the steam
I ines in both engine rooms. BUCKLEY[/HILL, without waiting for
orders, secured the boiler steam stops beside the deck operat-
ing gear. The prompt action of BUCKLEY/HILL enabled many men
to escape from the engine room who would otherwise have been
scalded to death by escaping steam. His conduct was in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of the Naval Service.”

* % % % % X X % % %

ROBERT LESLIE POUND, GUNNER'!'S MATE SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

JERRY EVANS STULSTILL, YEOMAN SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

CITATION: (Identical citations, awarded posthumous!yz)

"Commended by the Secretary of the Navy fror outstanding
service as a member of the crew of the USS COLHOUN when that
vessel was sunk by enemy action off Guadalcanal, Solomon
Isltands, on August 30, 1942."

X % X X X X X K X %

Typed from draft citations on index cards filed at the Opera-
tional Archives Branch of the Naval! Historical Center, Washing-
ton Navy Yard. The formal cltations may have been reworded.

The citation index cards for these men state that the original
citation recommendations were lost by the Board. For details,
see the shipl!s action report of 9/3/u42 (para. 6(h), pg. 5).

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 2000






The New York Times, September 6, 1942 (Page 1t )}
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901 S, SHIPS 108

' IN PACIFIC FICH i

| Enemy Sinks a Destroyer 'and
Small Transport—Buna :Is
Blasted by Allied Fliers

Bpecial to TAx NIW YoRE TIMER. |
WASHINGTON, Sept. B-—A|
United States destroyer, the| Blue, |
and a small auxiliary transport,
the Colhoun, have been aunk jin ac-
tion in the South Pacific durifig] the
last two weeks, the Navy Depart-
ment announced today. Thers were;
“a “-w'" casualties,
The communiqué gave n t-
mate of the number of m:I. jost,

but said that the next of kin)would
be notified as soon aa reports ihad
been received. !
The Blue, a 1,500-ton vessel, wad
one of the newer destroyery, hav-
Ing been c¢ommisaioned i 1937.
She mounted sixteen 21-inch tor-
pedo tubes, the most ever fitted in
a destroyer and equaled ih bnly
two British cruisers. |
The Colhoun was s fast| trans-
port of 1,060 tons, but was|an oid
ship, dating back to the '
Four shipa of thia type,were

cerning the aslze of the
either vessel, the command
ticers, or whether the Colho
been carrying troops when
attacked. Nor waa there
nite statement that the vessels had |
met their end in the Solomon| 1i-
lands fighting.

Normal Complement of [13

WASHINGTON, Sept.
The destroyer Blue had a |no
complement of 173 men. Th :
port Colhoun was commissibneq as
a destroyer in 1918 and on-
verted Into an auxiliary tmnsport
in 1940. She would have had &
normal personnel of abouf§ 200 if
troops were aboard.

Editor's Note: This article is courtesy of LCdr. George Lewis,

USNR (Ret., ) (Ltj.g. in 1542)., ODue to a slip=up the news of the
sinking was released prior to the notification of next of kin,

causing some anxious days for Georgel!s wife and parents.







A FIGHTER GOES DOWN-—Blasted by Jap

aircraft, the [ S, auxiliary vessel Colhoun

is shown just before slipping beneath the
waves off Gaudalcanal in one of the most
striking sea pictures of the war. The de-
stroyer Little, later sunk, speeds to rescue.

e . S s AN R s x 7
The U.S.S. Colhoun (APD-2) was photographed as she went down on 30 August 1942 by a photographer on Guadal-
canal, This picture was radioed From Monoiulu to San Francisco dand appeared in the October tst edition of
New York's Daily News., The U.,S5.S. Little (APD-4) was a sister ship of the Colhoun and flew the flag of the
division's commander, Cdr. Hugh W. Hadley, USN {Commander Transport Division Twelve or COMTRANSDIV 12 ), who

died when the Little was sunk a fFew days later on 5 September 1942, {Courtesy of George D. lLewis,)







U.5.5. Colhoun (APO=-2)

New York's Daily News, October 1, 19%42:

" A OUTLIVED
THEIR SHIP

Their ship is gone, -but
these oil-drenched sur-
vivors of the 1. 8. S,
Calhoun aren't and
they're mighty cheerful
abeut it, as their smiling
faces testify. They were
landed on the island of
Guadalcanal, Yesterday
the Navy announced
that two U. S..trans-
ports, the George F. El-
liott, fermerly the City
of Los Angeles, and the
Gregory, a small auxil-
jary, were lost in the
same locality, but with
few casualties.

Editor's Noter The smiling survivor at the far right is Chief
Quartermaster Herbert H. Saunders, USFR, who was mentioned in
the Commanding Officer's action report on the sinking. (Orig-
inal copy of the Daily News courtesy of LCdr. George O. Lewis,

USNR (Ret.)) E. A, wilde, Jr.
May, 1995







(Courtesy of William P. Howser)






THE COLHOUN'S LAST HOURS

One sultry August afternoon

War causht at lsst thz old COLHOUN.
The thirtieth, if ycu went dates,

Or, twenty-ninth back in the States.
'*Twas the fourth time we'd gone to sea
To Guadalcanal and Tulagi.

On other days we'd faczd the foe.

This was the first to bring us wos.

At noon thore was an sir attack

When our planes turned the raiders back.
Then we patrolled those tropic shores
While other ships unloaded stores.

And then there came a despatch thru:
"Another air reid soon is due."

Our guns were manned; we could but wait
to do our best, whate'er our fate.

We saw our own planes take to air

Short while before the Japs got there.
Wo know not wherc ours zoomed or dived.
We only know Jep plenes arrived.
Eighteen there were in close arrey

Fer out of renge of our A.A.

Into a cloud above they flew

And from that cloud the bombs came thru.

Bembs mede at least four direct hits
And blew our stern to countless hits.
There was no chance to make a fight.
All who were aft were killed outright.
As flames broke out in one D-tank

We saw how quickly our stern sank.
Those left prepared to take a "dip"
As word was passed, "Abandon shipi"®

Just two minutes from that first hit
The ship wezt down, while over 1%
Swam men who had miraculously

Lived thru that sudden Hell at sea.
We who survive make pledge to you
Who now have joined Our Maker's crew
That we shall do &ll in our power

To hasten our great Victory hour!

Editor's Note: This poem was written by Ensign Charles A, Kas-

dorf, Jr.,

USNR, in 1942 (now Commander, USN (SC) (Ret.)).

E. A,
May,

wilde
1995






The following excerrts pertalnipg to the LITTLL were
teken from Admiral R.K. Turner'’'s December 13, 1942
report of the loss of the USS COLHOUN, USS GREGORY,

and Uswga%m e ' E
e L

Hﬂ....@: - -0 Dullnlntay

The LITTLE, COLECUN and OREGORY participatsd iz the initial
attack on the SOLEION ISIANDS, carrying units of the First
Marine Raider Battalion., With the McKEAN, these three vessels
constituted Transport Divislon TWELVE.

Since they wers designed to tramsport troops, they had had
their armameat reduced to permit the carrying of landing boats.
This reductlion in armament had left them with very little
protection against elther surfacs or alr attack, They were equipped
with listening gear asnd depth oharges, and therefore, in aplte
of their unsultebility for use in en advanced area whers they would
be subjected to strong enemy attack, they were being used as escort
vessels, It wes necssgary to use thsse four shlps, for that purposs
due to the limited number of 1ight ships avelladls, and ths depletion
of the other task forcss shen they wers called upon to furnish

destroyers for eacort duty.

Up until the end of August, they had encountered only alr
attecks, and by virtue of suffioclent werning, and the use of radicel
mensuvers snd high speed, had evoided suffering any danmagse.

0n August 27, LITTLE, COLHCUN, GREGUATY, GaXBILL AND TRACY
escorted #Wm WARD BURRGH3 and KOFARKA to the CACTUS - RINGBOLT erea.
They entered through the Sealsrk Channel on August 29th. That
night RURRG#S grounded near TULAGI. The followinz day, August J0th,
LITTLE, COLHCUN and KOFARA were attacked by Japaness heavy bombers
et about 1512. COIHCUN was hit by at leest three bombs aft, caught
fire and sank 1n a very few amlnutses,

On September L, LITTLE and GREGCRY landed the First Ralder
Battalion on SAVO ISLAND to destroy Japanese forces believed to be
established there. This operation was completed too late to permit
sefe eniry intc TULAGI herbor. During the night, shile patrolling
in tke vicinity of LUNGA POINT, they were attacked by a surerior
force sepsisting of et lesmat three Japanese light crulassrs. Both
ships were hit early in the engagement, tock fire andi sank very

spocn thereafter.

-1-






Trhe officers and msu serving in these 3ahips have ahowed great
courage and have performed outstanding service. They entared
this dangsrous area time after tize, well knowing their ships
stood 1ittle or no chence if they should be opposed by sny aurfage
or air force the aneay would send into those wuters. Oa the
cccasion of their last trip in they reamained six days, subjected
to a dally air attack and snticipatirg nightly surfacse attacks,

Kany inatances of herolsm and self-3esrifice are reported by
the survivors. By separats corraspondence recomxendations for
awards wlll be mads.

s m e DEDLASSIFIED

AR IIY ., Cp. 29E,

Aoy
. ;1
“ﬁ.ooo-l:{:w —Z-)“
(Signed} R. X. TURNER.

On 2/, Decexmtsr 1942, Admiral ¥.F. Halssy forwarded Adziral
Turner's report to Adzmiral C.¥. Nimitz; and on 14 January 1943,
the latter, in forwerding the report to the Xavy Depertment,
Washingtcn, D. C., placed thereon theee remsrika:

Loss of the CULHCUN was the result of excellent bozbing
againat au eagy target on steady oourse at low apeed. Ths Com-

manding Officer of CQOLHCUN gave the proper orders to helm and
sngines to take avoidisg action but the attask was discovsred too

late for the ship to have time to respond.

LITTLE and GREGCRY were sunk on the night of 4-3 September
by an epemy force of at lemat three oruilsera. Both of these
amall vessels fought as well as possible againat the overwhslalng

odds.

There were many inetsnces on these thres shlips of valor and
devotion to duty, not only in the actions when they were lost
but ae well durlng the prolonged arduous duties baeforehand in the
battle arsa. The Commender ir Chief, Paclfic Fleet, conours with
the cozrients in the basic lettsr on the outstending service per-
formed by these vessels, With 1ittls means they performed duties
vital to the suoccezs of tha campaign.

(4igned) C. W. RIMITZ

The attaohed drawing, taken from the report, show where
the LITTLE senk.
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DELIVZR THIS MAILGRAM 7O COlu UMICATION SYSTEM
TIIMEDIATELY UPOIl RECEIPT FOR DISTRIBUTION AlD
HAI'DLIIIG AS A REGULAR DISPATCH

—-_-——--.-—--n—-—_-——----—q-—-—-—-—-—-o

DATE: SEPTEMBER 11, 1942
FROM: COMAMIHFORSOPAC
MAILZD AT:

—-.._—----.—_—'——-—d----‘----—-—--u--—

TO: Wm. WARD BURRO.S INFORLATION: COMII'CH, CINCPAC,
COMSO0PAC, COMAIRSOPJ\C, uOM(‘EN 1st
HARDIV, COLITRANSDIV 12, McKEAN,
STRINGH.AM, MANLEY.

REFERZHNCE NO.: 102147 TYFE: RESTIKICTED
RELEASED BY: Admiral TURNER

FOR LIEUTENANT COMMANDER MADDEN PLEASE CONVEY TO EVERY OFFICIR
AND ENLISTED MAN OF THZ LITTLE, COLHOUN, AND GREGORY, AND PART-

TICUL\.RLY TO THE iJOUNDED, THAT I AM "JELL AJARE, "AID DEEPLY APP-
RICIATIVE, OF THE TREMENDOUS SERVICES THAT HJLVE BEEN RENDERED

TO THE COUNTRY BY THOSE VESSELS. FOUR TIMES THEY ENTERED THE
TULAGI AREA, AND THEIR SHIPS COMPANIES GLADLY ACCEPTED TEE

GREAT HAZARDS INCURRED IN TEE ARDUQUS TASK OF SUPPORTING OUR
}/RINE TROOPS. HANY TIMES YOU YERE IN BaTTLE WITH THE ENEMY

2D EACH TIiI YOUR COURACE AND DETERMIIATION MET OUR HIGH EX-
SWCTATIONS. TER :laVY JILL FEEL THE LOSS OF YOUR VALUABLE SHIPS,

/21D EVEN MORE, WILL FZEL THE L0SS OF OUR BiAVE COMRADES WHO HAVE
NOT COME BACK. YUU GCiaN BE ASSURED THAT YOUR CONDUCT WILL BE

BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COIM4LXDER IN CHIEF IN THE HIGH-
IST TZRMS. I CAN THINK OF NO FINER WAaY OF EXPRESSING LY OWN

THANKS FOR YOUR SPLENDID SERVICE THaAl TO SAY TO ZaCH OF YOU
"WELL DONE™".

AUTHENTICATED: I-L\MILTON Hal IIS
Lt.-Comdr.,USN,
Flag Secretary.
Copy to each officer and enlisted man: LITTLE, GREGORY, COLHOUN,

(Copy courtesy of Colhoun survivor Kenneth R, Given.)



——



RECC:ENDED CITATION
The President of the United States takes pleasurc in prescat:

the FRESIIENTL.L UNIT CITATION to the

U.5.5. CCLHOUN

For perticipation in the Cepture and Defense of Guadalcenzl on august 30, 194

for scrvices as set

forth in the following

CITATICW:

Jepenese ajrcraft.

NFor extraordinary iieroism in action against enemy
From the tirce of the original landing

until finally succumbing to an attack an her by eighteen
Mitsubishi bembers this ship wes employed to reinforce the
slender hold of our forces on the Guadalcenal area. Time
and again ageinst overwhelming odds this slightly armed
ship completed wmany extrecely hezardous missions thus enzb-
1ing our forccs to hold on until more powerful reinforce-
ments could be obtzined., The invincible fighting spirit of
her gellunt crow added to and werc in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United Stetes Naval Service,m

Editor's Note:

the Naval Historical Center,
Rear Admiral R. K. Turner {(Commander, Amphibious Force

proved.

%x % K X ¥ X ¥

AFPENDIX {24) TO ENCLCSURE A

* % %X X X ¥ X W

This recommendation for a citation is on file at
but apparently it was never ap-

South Pacific) probably originated the recommendation.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
May, 1995






Prepsred-=June 2, 1943

Pers 328-=jls Signed_ Jung 8, 1943

The President of the United States takes pleasurc In prg-
senting the SIIVER STAR IFDiAL posthumcusly to

COIMATOER HOGH W, HADIEY, UKITED STATES NHAVY
for service as set forth In the following

"For congplcuous gallantry and intrepidity as Com-
rander Transport Division TYELVE during action agalnst
enery Japanose forces in tha Solomon Islands for the
period from August 7 to September 5, 1942. Under frecuent
air, surface, and subrarine attack by a desperate and
peraistent fos, Cemmander Hedley,.although handicapped
by limitation of fire power snd reduction of srmament,
successfully diserbarked troops during initial landing
operations and thereafter fed vital reinforcerents and
surplies to the Tulsgl and Guadaleanal garriscns. During
the tonse perlod prior to davelopment of owur own local
air fecilities, he and his command were contimmally sub-
Jected to vigorcus Japanese bombardment while operating
in logistic support of our astablished positions. Subse-
cuently conducting night patrols and furnishing anti-
submarine screen for cargo vessals, Comrander Hadley, by
his superb seamanchip and herolc devotion to duty, con-
tributed materially to the success of our strategic _
operations in the island area. He gallantly gave up his
1ife in the service of his country.”

For the President,
FRARE XNOX

Secretary of the Havy.

Copy to:

Board of Decorations and Hedals
Public Relstions, Havy Dept.
Public Relations, BuPers

ltrs. Casbarien, Public Relations

Refi ComSoPac = Ser 0509
Uar 26, 1943






Objituary for Rear Admiral George Bernard Madden, USN (Ret, )*
1909=1982

Command ing Officer, U.S.S. Colhoun (APD-2)
(when the ship was lost in action
off Guadalcanal in August, 1942)

GEORGE BERNARD MADDEN ’31

RAdm. George Bernard Madden USN (Ret.)
died on 24 March 1982 in Newport, Rhode Island.
Memorial services were held at the Naval Educa-
tion Training Center, Newport, on 30 March, con-
ducted by Capt. John D. Zimmerman ChC USN
(Ret.) *29, and at Admiral Madden’s request, the
ashes were to be scattered at sea.

Appointed to the Naval Academy from the State
of California, he was graduated with the Class of
193] and ordered to duty in WesT VIRGINIA. His
succeeding assignments were in WiCKES, AUGUSTA,
EpsaLlL, and HERBERT, after which he served as
an instructor in marine engineering at the Naval
Academy.

In 1940 he returned to sea duty and served as
executive officer of SATTERLEE and of CALHOUN,
and then as commanding cfficer of CALHOUN,
WiLLiaMsoN, Young, and SHIELDS. At the end of
World War 11 he was ordered to duty at the Naval
Training Center, Great Lakes. On completion of
that duty he attended the Naval War College, after
which he served two yedrs on the staff of CINC-
NELM in London. Following a short tour as an
instructor at the Industrial College of the Armed
Forces he became commanding officer of the fleet
oiler CANISTEO.

His next assignment was as Sea Transportation
Officer at Headquarters, Allied Forces, Southern
Europe, and his final duty assignment before retir-
ing in 1955 was on the Staff of the President of
the Naval War College. He was awarded the Silver
Star Medal and the Bronze Star Medal while on
active duty, and he was transferred to the retired
list in 1955.

In civilian life he joined Union Carbide and Car-
bou Co. and was stationed in Calcutta, India, until
his second retirement in 1969, whereupon he
returned to Newport. He was a member of the
Naval Academy Alumni Association.

He was predeceased by his wife Jean in 1975.

* Shipmate magazine, June 1982






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

COMMANDER GEQRGE BERMARD MADDEN, UNITED STATES NAVY
for service as set forth in the followong

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Com-
mand ing Off icer of the U.S.S. COLHOUN during an undetec-
ted air attack by enemy Japanese forces off Guadalcanal,
Solomon Islands. When hostile bombs struck the vessel
as she lay unloading at Lunga Point, Lieutenant Command-
er Madden, despite [imitation of his ship's fire power
and reduction of armament, fought with courageous deter-
minat jon against a stealthy and persistent foe. Although
he was well aware that the COLHOUN, in her restricted
condition, was unequipped to engage an outnutnumbering
force in battle, he nevertheless, by his brilliant lead-
ership and aggressive fighting spirit, Inflicted consid-
erable damage upon the enemy before his own vessel! suc-
cumbed to four direct bomb hits. His unyielding devotion
to duty, maintained at great personal risk In the face of
great danger, was in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Service.”

For the President,

(Frank Knox)

Secretary of the Navy.

Editorts Note:
This citation is included in a biography for Commander
Madden dated 1/29/44 on file at Operational Archives, Na-
val Historical Center, Washington Navy Yard. He commanded
the Colhoun from July 6, 1942, to when she was sunk by en-
emy bombers on August 30, 1942,

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
October, 2000






List of Officers, 30 August 1ou21

Name Rank Dut ies Assigned
Madden, George Bernard LCar. USN Command ing Officer
Newmann, Robert Emil Lt.(jg) USNR  Executive Officer

Lewis, George Dawson, Jr. Lt.(jg) USNAR Communicat ions OFfFf.

Ell ison, Harold Huntington Ensign USN Engineering Officer
Kasdorf, Charles A., Jr. Ensign USNR Deck/Supply Officer
Naylor, Jesse Abner Ensign USN Deck Officer

Winkels, Fred C. Ensign USN Division Paymaster

x Kk K K K X K X K X X

1 Source: The survivor list enclosed with Lt. Cdr. Madden's ac-
tion report dated 3 September 1942, No officers were killed
or wounded when the ship was sunk by Japanese bombers off
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, on 30 August 1942, because all
of the hits were aft. Duties assigned were obtained from con-
versations with Capt. H. H. Ellison, USN (Ret.), Cdr. C. A.
Kasdorf, Jr., USN (SC) (Ret.) and LCdr. G. D. Lewis, USNR
(Ret. ).

E, A. Wilde, Jr.
September, 2000






U.S.5a Colhoun (APD-2)

Muster Roll of the Crew, 30 August 19421

**A[FORD, Hubert P,
*ANDERSON, Charles Hubert
*ANGUS, Harold Edward

BAGLEY, John Ed, Jr.

*%BARHAM, John William

BARRETT, Paul Francis
BAUGH, John Robert
*BEASSIE, Joseph
**BECKWITH, wendell! LeRoy
BIGGERS, James Murdock
BOYD, Everett Roscoe
BOYE, Edward Ernest
BRICE, Frank Ernest
*8RITT, Raymond Jul ius
BROOKS, Raymond Orel
BUCKLEY, william Henry
BULLI!S, Addison Hale

»%CABAD ING, Estel ito

*%CALLAHAN, James Horace

**CANDOR, Robert Ross, Jr.

CANTRELL, Leroy (n)
CARROLL, Ralph Eugene
CARROLL, William Henry, Jr.

*%CARSON, Vernon Garrett

CHAMP, Frank Leroy
**CHERBACK, John (n)
CHURCH, Edward John
*CLAYTON, James Toy
CLEMMONS, James Lee
*CONDIT, Woodrow Wilson

*%CONE, Dedrick Martin, Jr.

*CONNICK, LaVerne Bates
CONWAY, Harold Eugene

**CONWAY, Robert James
COOK, William Howard
COX, Buren Lee

**CRESSWELL, George Eugene
DANIELS, Lowell Elree

**DAVIS, Samusl

*»»DEDENKQ, Alexander Eugene
*DENMAN, Douglas Cariton

DONNELLY, Paul Joseph

**DOOLEY, Thomas Martin

**DRESSLER, Harry

*x*DUVALL, Robert Wayland

EGNER, Thornton Gale
xxEVANS, Edwin Gale
XFAEHNRICH, Leroy Charles
FARIA, Alfred John
FATOURAS, Nicholas Paul
FELDPAUSCH, Robert Edwin
FENDRICK, Louis Robert
FIEVET, John Thomas

346=-79=-26
624=-01 =57
295=79~07
360=40=-64
265-78=72
400-89=97
346E6=-94=74
346-74-13
356-50~58
268=56=94
291 =-21=-98
360=40-45
222=-789

266-20~-88
238«29=-47
113=92~60
400-92-98
Yo7 -94.51
321 =08-23
612=-05=-51
612-05-56
620=11=614
300-64=37
612-06-28
279-89=686
&10=-11-86
622~15=73
622=15=89
626=-05=23
626-068=-02
262=-54=94
311=-87-80
346=-54-32
321 =72=21
321=-72=-10
295-60-63
410=78-00
3E-62=-93
632=37~-53
662-60=01
223-819

220=229

¥4O0~92=82
(Note #1)
(Note #1)
620=06=14
618=32~-59
832=-02~11
381 =43-36
e23=73-52
291 -00-38
234=17-48
410-83-89

MM2c
F2c¢
Flc
Stc
Cox
GM3c
Ste
MM2¢
F2e
Ste
CEM
F2¢
Cox
Ftc
CMM
CWT
Ste
oC2¢
¥Tic
F3c
Se2c
S2¢
S2¢
F3c
F3c
Sec
S2c
S2c
F3c
F3c
MMZc
S2c¢
PhM1 ¢
S2c¢
S2¢c
SM3c
EM3c
SF1lc
SKZ2¢
SKece
Cox
8M2c
Flc
Cox
MM1 c
GM2c
Sec¢
Stc
Ste
Stc
CSM
GM2c
Fte

USN
USN
USN
USN
USN
USNR
USN
USN
USN
USN
USN
USN
usca
USN
USN
USFR
USNR
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USN
USN
USN
USNR
USN
USN
USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
usca
usca
USNR
UscaG
usca
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USN
USFR
USN
USNR






U.S.5. Colhoun (APD=-2); Muster Roll,
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**FLEMING, James Hurshel
*%FOSTER, Eugene Loyd
FUSCO, Louis Joseph
*»GARLAND, Loren Edward
»*GI/FFORD, Eugene Norman
GIVEN, Kenneth Reid
GREEN, Charles Fredrick
GREEN, John Henry
*»GREGORY, Stanley Emmett
»*HARDY, Robert Burns
**MARRELL, Robert Charles
HARR IS, Aubrey Alonzo
**HEILIG, Frank "S", Jr.
**HELD, Walter Claude, Jr.
weMELLER, John August
HENRY, Will iam MHarrison

MILL, Benjamin Hartwell, Jr,

**4]OTT, Haemon Roach
*HIPKE, wesley John
HOLCOMB, Clarence (n)
HOWSER, William Purdie
*sHUNTER, Wwilliam David
»» IDZ [AK, Frank
»* JACKSON, Eugene
JAMES, Jesse {n)
JAMISON, Stephen
JERONIS, Joseph John
JESSOP, Herbert Randolph
JOHNS, Edward James
JOHNSON, Robert Pierce
JOMHNSON, Wynne Elton
*JONES, nyn ngh
KELLOGG, Ormand David
*KERBY, Arthur John
*KERSHNER, Benjamin {n)
KIEFER, Kenneth Mitchell
KNOX, Crete DeVale
KOVARIK, Eugene Peter
LANSDALE, Charles Alfred
L IVADA, Nicholas Leonard
MACKEY, John Asbury Payne
MARESH, Vencil Joseph
MARLER, Allen Gilbert
*w»MARSHALL, Henry Alfred
McGINNIS, Jewell Ray
»aMcLEAN, Jack Milton
**MEHLMAN, Robert Reid
»e*MERRILL, Foster Earle, Jr.
»*MOORE, Marold Edward
MUELLER, william Charles
*MYERS, Robert Leroy
PADILLA, Phillip Morales
»*POUND, Robert Leslie
»PRICE, Robert Pennington
RAGLAND, Noah (n)

8/30/42

372-34-08
395=56-73
310-97-21
385-40-40
632-63-61
400-68-24
403-82-55
385-68-72
321-58-90
272-29-03
644 ~-00=53
210-026

668-47-16
402-92-60
227-78-19
268-42-90
272~30-69
262~54=95
229-129

274-65=51
632-44=37
201-66-95
(Note #1)
272=-45~-11
337-05-98
223-72-17
265-87-84
400-63=45
662=46-71
266-23=-6U
6541763
360~40-90
375-67=-36
654-00-23
102-35-27
680-01-29
648-24-04
411-08-08
256~34-17
371 =69-42
141-00-80
360-42-57
272-45-63
272-46-54
274-65=-53
400-91 =74
632-67 -84
400-31-29
6544l =77
i1 0=14=48
243-65-11
632-65-06
375-94-57
243-65-10
295-45-56

Ste
S2c¢c
wr2c
cwr
S2¢
SK3c
RM2c¢c
Matt2¢
SC3c
MM2c
F2c
MM1 c
S2¢
RM2¢
cecs
Matt3c
MMZ2c
Ste
Ste
Ste
S2¢
MM2c
MMZ2c
Ste
Mattlc
SF3c
MM1 c
Cox
Ste
GM3c
SoM3c
F2c
8M3c
Ste
Cox
SoM3c
s2c¢
SMic
Ste
GSK
Ccs
Stec
G@M3c
MM2 ¢
Ste
F3c
F3c
BMtc
S2¢
Stc
MM2c
S2c¢
GM2c
MMZc
Matttce

USN
USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USN
USN
USNR
UscG
USN
USNR
USFR
USN
USN
USN
usca
USN
USNR
USN
usce
USN
USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USN
USN
USNR
USFR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USFR
USN
USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USN
USN
USN






U.S.S. Colhoun (APD-2); Muster Roll, 8/30/u2 Page 3
RALSTON, Robert Fickle 662=29=14 S2c USNR
*»*RINCK, Robert Wilson 279-68=48 Fte USN
ROBERTSON, william Bush 183-77-51 CARM USFR
ROGERS, "G" "yr, Jr. 624 -50-49 S2e¢ USNR
ROGERS, Ralph Edwin 290=75~63 CMM USFR
ROSS, Wayne Hathaway RO0-75=43 Y2e USNR
*»*RYAN, Thomas Francis 223-67-56 F3e USN
SAUNDERS, Herbert Howard 190-50-20 caM UsSFR
SCARBOROUGH, Edward Hugh 624-48=58 S2¢ USNR
*uSECKMAN, Buster Benton 283=43-09 SC3c USN
SHANNON, Daniel Paul 250=-55=-54 AM3c USN
*»»S IKORA, Stephen Jacob 2358-20~-45 MMZc USN
SNOW, Charles Jackson 295-64=02 EM3c¢ USN
»*STUDSTILL, Jerry Evans 268-44-88 Y2e USN
»»SUMRALL, John Wesley, Jr. 223=73~-46 MMZ2c USN
TAMAYO, Honario J97-94=55 0S3c USN
**TEAVER, Wwilliam Thomas 268=-37-93 MM2c USN
TILLOTSON, Paul Van 234-08=81 CMM USN
“»TREACE, Harold Theodore 626=~00=51 Ste USNR
*»*TRUSH, John Stanley 336-84=13 MM1 ¢ USN
*»»TYLER, Emery Earl, Jr. 283-43-73 F2c USN
*WALL, Oscar Vincent 243=-71-78 MM2c USN
WELLS, Hilary Alvus 616-52-67 S2c¢ USNR
»*WHITAKER, James Richard, Jr. 287=31~=71 EM2c USN
WHITTEN, Herman (n) 274-26-63 GM1¢ USN
*»WO0DS, Francis Eugene 268«61=25 Fle USN
*WOODS, Paul Jackson 268-56=44 MM2c USN
“*WOOTEN, James Will iam 295~=59-%0 File USN
WRAY, Harold Elwood 266=23=40 Ste USN
*WRENN, John William 261=61=42 C8M USN
ZYDAK, Bertraud 664-31=78 S2¢ USNR

* & X N N X X X ¥ X

1 Sources: The survivor and casualty |ists enclosed with the action
report dated 3 September 1942 and muster rolls on microfilm at the
Nat ional Archives. Service numbers for the three USCG personnel
killed are not included in the ship's casualty report,.

» Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was sunk off Guadalcanal, Solo-
mon Islands, on 8/30/u2 according to the ship's casualty report.
r'd

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement

Killed Wounded Wounded on 8/30/42
OfFficer 0 0 7 7
Enl isted 51 18 70 139
TOTALS 51 18 77 146

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
September, 2000






U.S.S. COLHOUN (APD-2)

Paper by Rear Admiral George B. Madden, USN (Ret.)*

That first Battle of Savo Island spelled the end of hopes for a quick
and tidy occupation of Guadalcanal. As you know, with carrier support with-
drawn and the cruiser covering force destroyed, the transports had no choice
but to withdraw. When the heavy ships returned to New Caledonia the APD's
broke off and entered Espiritu Santo, where several merchantmen loaded with
critical supplies for Guadalcanal were at anchor. For many reasons it was
deemed impossible to get these ships farther forward, and Commander Hadley
called a conference to explain our role in the next stage of the party. This
was held on the afternoon of either the thirteenth or fourteenth of August
1942, and was attended by Gus Lofberg, commanding LITTLE; Harry Bauer, com-
manding GREGORY, and myself. Lieutenant Smith, LITTLE's executive officer,
was also present. For some reason which I cannot now recall, John Sweeney,
commanding McKEAN, was not present — possibly because McKEAN did not take
part in the next operation due to major engineering difficulties.

Hugh Hadley wasted no time in coming to the point. The Marines were on
Guadalcanal and Tulagi, heavily engaged with the Japs and desperately short
of everything; their vital supplies were here. We were to be the link. Our
orders were to fuel immediately, go alongside a half-dozen or so merchantmen
in accordance with a schedule he had prepared and load to capacity with
drummed gasoline, ammunition and bombs. By capacity he meant everything which
could possibly be taken into the ships, utilizing troop spaces, storerooms,
magazines, living spaces, spare bunks, passageways - anything. Every inch of
space was to be crammed, and we were not to indulge in the luxury of separa-
tion of cargo for safety or any other reason. We were to sail the next day
to arrive off Lunga Point at dusk on the eighteenth, unload our cargo plus as
many rations from our own stores as time permitted and get clear before day-
light. We would repeat this programme as often as might be necessary until a
regular supply could be set up by the heavy transports.

There were some (four) rather long faces around the table when he fin-
ished. It was not that the duty promised to be particularly lively, but be-
cause we knew our ships. We had all had extensive experience in the four-pi-
pers, and each of us had been in his ship for a year or more. Troubles, mainly
engineering, had been mounting for some time, and each of us had mental reser-
vations as to how much farther his ship could be pushed. Taken by and large,
the main engines were in fair shape. LITTLE, if I remember rightly, had some
very peculiar noises in her reduction gears but nothing sericus. It was, as

* Tt. Cdr. Madden commanded the U.S.S. COLHOUN (APD-2) when she was sunk off
Guadalcanal on 30 August 1942 by high-altitude bombers. This paper, courte-
sy of COLHOUN survivor Charles A. Lansdale, was handed out at a reunion, but
the original source is unknown. Admiral Madden wrote it sometime between
1955, when he made admiral, and his death in 1982. His paper covers the use
of destroyer transports (APD's) to resupply the Marines on Guadalcanal in
August, 1942, and the tactics devised by his division commander, Cdr. Hugh
W. Hadley, USN, to counter expected enemy attacks.
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always in these ships, the auxiliaries which were making our engineers old
before their time. Naturally, there were degrees of difficulty, but COL—
HOON's, which I know best, were representative - although, of course, we
were much cleverer than the others in dealing with these irritations. Dur-
ing August, COLHOON had had four tube failures in number one boiler and two
in number two (nee three and four respectively). Quite aside from the loss
of precious feed this was annoying since it meant the boiler had to be taken
off the line and secured immediately, leaving us with one boiler and a maxi-
mum speed of thirteen or fourteen knots. Repairs, not taken from MEI, con-
sisted of slipping a man into the steam and mud drums and driving homemade
tapered steel plugs into both ends of the offending tube. We then cut out
what we could of the ruptured portion, hoped the rest wouldn't do too much
damage, lighted off and proceeded about our business.

I can still see the huge bulk of Mullen, an old-time CWT covered with six
or more suits of wet dungerees, sliding into a blisteringly-hot steam drum.
In former days, in the fleshpots of Norfolk, Guantanamo and San Diego, it had
come to my attention more than once that my friend Mullen liked his bottle and
after a nip or two was likely to fail in that deep reverence for local author-
ities and ordinances so earnestly prescribed by AGN, but if ever a man was re-
payed for forebearance, I was then.

The evaporators when they worked just about made good our feed losses,
but in that rainy part of the world we managed to scrape by, though we did get
a bit gamey at times. Feed pumps were another matter, and these we had to
have. Both of my main feed pumps had gone before the Tulagi landing and both
auxillieries were showing signs of being "worn by years of hard abuse." CUOR-
TISS had don&-her best for us, but seaplane tenders are not geared to handle
destroyers' troubles, and since she carried no spares it was simply a case of
making out as best we could. Which we did, but time and hard steaming were
getting in their licks. In a way the feed pumps were a more serious affair
than the boilers since, while there was no loss of feed involved, failure of
either meant an immediate reduction of speed to eleven knots, all that could
be handled by the remaining pump. That, incidentally, was our position when
COLHOUN was sunk. Another hour and we could have made twenty knots. But we
didn't have the hour.

I have dwelt at this unconscionable length on COLHOUN's shortcomings only
because they were representative of LITTLE and GREGORY and somewhat short of
MCKEAN's difficulties. She was probably in worse shape than the others. 1In
assessing the actions which followed, these should be borne in mind since
they formed an important part of the background against which Hadley based
his plans. The overriding consideration was clear. The Marines were engaged,
the material they needed was here. We could, despite everything, steam. The
answer was obvious, and none of us bothered to discuss it.

Next came the vexing question of what to do in the event of some ill-dis-
posed gent interfering with our work. Air we dismissed lightly. We had been
through a few attacks and believed (in my case mistakenly) that a fast, handy
ship had little to fear. Submarines we considered our meat. We had sound
gear and each of us fancied himself as a sub-hunter. Two down and one to go,
but that one was a beauty. With Savo Island fresh in our minds - to this
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day I can see the flame and hear the roar of CANBERRA going up - it seemed
likely that we would, in our travels, fall in with a cruiser or cruiser-des-
troyer task force which might be expected to take a dim view of what we were
doing. You will recall our armament, three centerline 4-inch, that famous
fantail 3-inch, two .50's on the forecastle, two 20-mm on the galley deck-
house and the .30's in the landing boats. As a matter of fact, under condi-
tions assumed of meeting a moderately strong surface force we would have been
much better off in our 1917 rig with twelve torpedoes - and how we longed for

them as equalizers!

Hadley's plan broke the operation up into two phases. During the first
phase, while we were the sole supply link, combat was to be avoided. However
galling to our pride, our cargc capacity was more valuable than our offensive
capabilities and must not be hazarded. During this phase we were to arrive
off Tulagi or Lunga Point after sunset, unload during darkness and make every
effort to be out and clear to the southward by dawn. This is, in fact, just
what happened during the first two runs. If for any reason we could not fol-
low this procedure we were, during daylight, to get the ships as close to the
beach as we could without stranding and lie down, hoping that the repulsive
green paint with which we were defaced, would lead any nosey flyer to believe
that we were part and parcel of a coconut grove. Should this fail or if we
were for any reason caught in open water we were, not to put too fine a point
on it, to run. In this event the basic tactics would be to take advantage of
our 12-foot draft to put shoal water between us and the Japs, to make smoke -
no trick at all in these ships - and to open fire with anything which would
bear. The object of the maneuvers was to give the enemy something to occupy
his mind. We hoped that the combination of tricky navigation, smoke and gun-
fire would give him food for thought and that we, while he was mulling this
over, might put a little distance between us. Also, of course, we still
looked like destroyers and there was a good chance that, not knowing that our
torpedo sting had been drawn, he might hesitate to indulge in a stern chase in
close waters. Day and night tactics were identical during this phase - lie
low or run, except that at night guns were not to be used unless we were il-
luminated or under accurate fire. I think the plan for this phase was beyond
criticism. It met the acid test that there wasn't anything else to do.

The second phase was to start when the first heavy transports came north.
This introduced a radical change. Our relatively trifling cargo capacity now
became secondary and we could best discharge our mission by protecting the
heavy ships. To meet the new task new tactics would be adopted. During this
phase, should modern destroyers be present we were, day or night, to leave
offensive action to them while we fell astern of the large ships and made
smoke to cover the retirement. If no modern destroyers were present we were,
day or night, to attack. The daylight attack which, of course, never came off,
Wwas to be more or less of a sacrifice play in the expectation that the enemy
would take us for torpedo-carriers, distracting his attention long enough to

give the heavies a start.

If, - however, - and this is the way things turned ocut - there were one
or more heavy ships present during darkness while we were the scle "covering
force" - Hadley's plan was somewhat more ambitious. Under these conditions
something might be achieved, both in protecting our own forces and by way of
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annoying the enemy. If the opportunity afforded it was to be seized. At
night certain factors favored us. Our low silhouette, extremely low since our
stacks had been cut down, made us difficult to pick up. We had radar (SC)
while the Japs, so far as we knew, did not. Our lack of sustained speed

could be offset by cruising in the vicinity of his likely targets - Tulagi and
Henderson Field - and allowing our guests to steam into us. If, as appeared
likely, he was looking for bigger game or was intent on bombardment, the
chances of tactical surprise were fairly good, especially as we would have a
land background to help conceal us. Hadley's plan called for us, under these
circumstances, to intercept by a no-signals follow-the-leader movement, coming
in as fine on the enemy's bow as possible and closing the heaviest ships we
could find. Once in, we were to drop every depth charge we could get off the
ship at shallow setting and directly under his bows if we could. The object
was in Hadley's words, to "blow their damned keels up through their decks."
Once the party was well underway we were at liberty to open gunfire and if
convenient opportunity afforded, to run. We were to rendezvous off Tulagi for
breakfast.

Admittedly this plan would have been, and still would be, ruled off the
board at any self-respecting War College, yet it had its points. It utilized
to the hilt what advantages we had and by a sort of Judo made the enemy's
speed compensate our want of that commodity. Lacking torpedoes, the ships
themselves would play that role while the depth charges doubled as warheads.
Most important, it combined surprise and audacity to a point where it had, at
least in my opinion, a fighting chance of achieving a brilliant minor success
at a time when we could have used one.

I am afraid our faces were still a trifle long as we rose to return to
our ships, for Hadley made an attempt to brace our spirits by a quotation from
the Scriptures. Since it turned out to be oddly prophetic, I have never for-
gotten it: "Remember, Gentlemen, the race is not to the swift nor the battle
to the strong, but time and chance happeneth to all." It did indeed, but not
exactly as we had hoped. "Helpful Henry" and his flare provided time and
chance with a vengence.

There is not the slightest doubt in my mind, although I, unfortunately was
not present, that this is the plan Hugh Hadley started to put into effect that
night. Every prerequisite condition had been met. The heavy ships had started
north. We had escorted WILLIAM WARD BURROWS to Tulagi. BETEILGEUSE had come
and gone, and it was common knowledge that others were on the way. The supply
link had been re-established and phase II had arrived. As a sort of bonus,
contact was made in the early morning hours of a black squally, moonless
night, ideal for surprise. From talks I had with surviving officers of LITTLE
and GREGORY at Espiritu Santo immediately after the action I know that both
ships had four targets on the radar screen, closing rapidly. By no stretch of
imagination could Hadley have thought, as is sometimes assumed, that he was
facing a single ship. To me at least, the conclusion is inescapable that Hugh
Hadley knew exactly what he was doing and was deliberately going in for as
desperate a small-ship action as we have to our credit since Decatur burned
Philadelphia.

That the plan miscarried was, we now know, due to a mistake on the part of
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an over-zealous pilot. It might well have miscarried in any event, since the
odds were rather steep. Hadley, Lofberg and Smith were killed on LITTLE's
bridge, fighting the ship to the end when all hope had gone. Bauer, one leg
blown off as GREGORY went down, lost his life when he ordered the two men who
were helping him to a life raft to leave him and go to the assistance of a

drowning seaman.

This, of course, was a minor action, soon to be overshadowed by weightier
events. There can be no question that it ended in disaster at a time when we
were not in need of additional disasters. If, however, we may in retrospect
judge these things not only by the immediate and tangible results but by the
spirit which impels a commander to stake everything in an attempt to force
victory in the teeth of near-impossible odds, perhaps the Navy gained more
that night than it lost, heavy though that loss was.

To my mind the best epitaph for Hugh Hadley and those who sailed with him
was spoken of another group of seamen some three hundred years ago: "God send
us to sea in such a company together again, when need is."

* * % * * * * * *k &k k * * * *k *

Editor's Note: The destroyer transports U.S5.S. GREGORY (APD-3)
and U.S.S. LITTLE (APD-4) were sunk on the night of 4-5 September
1942 while patrolling off Lunga Point, Guadalcanal. Their fate
was sealed when a Navy Catalina (PBY) inadvertently released a
string of flares over them, revealing their presence to Japanese
destroyers engaged in bombarding Henderson Field.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
May 28, 1996






C. R. Haberltein, Jr.
Naval Historical Ctr.

IRCNEBOTTOM SOUND SHIPS

USS COLHQUN (APD-2, ex DD-85) CRH Revision, 6 June 1992
SUNK by BOMBING, 30 Aug. '42.

"FLUSH-DECK" Class Fast Transport. Launched 21 Feb. 1918.

Length: 315'; Beam: 31'9";
Hull Depth: 23' amidships, centerline.
Disp: 1060 tons

WRECK LOCATION:

(WWII Nav Chrono & DANFS) -- 09 24'S 160 Q1'E

(Action Report) -- Ship was in 09 23'45", 160 00'45" 2 minutes
before she was sunk, making 10 kt. It is probable that she
would not have moved more than about 700yd from that

position before going down, which would put her wreck about
0.75--1.25 NM NW from Lun Point in 100-200 meters depth.

DAMAGE DESCRIPTION:

(Morison) -- Near misses evenly spaced from bridge to fantail.
Foremast toppled, 4" guns "twisted from their mountings".
Two more bombs struck: One on after deckhouse; other in
after engine room. Boats were shattered. Ship sank within
2 minutes. -

(DANFS) -~ PFirst hits wrecked ship's boats & after davits &
started a diesel fire from boat wreckage. In second attack,
a succession of hits on the starboard side brought down the
foremast, blew two 20mm & one 4" gun off the ship and
damaged the engineering spaces. Two more direct hits killed
all the men in the after deck house.

(Frank) -- One of 4 APDs used to bring supplies to Guadalcanal
from mid-August. At 1512 COLHOUN spotted a formation of
"Betty" bombers approaching at over 15000 feet. Ship went
to full speed. Two bombs hit ship, followed by "a string of

five or six ... only 50 to 60 feet off the starboard side".
"concussion toppled the foremast, uprooted one 20mm and two
4-inch gquns ... and blew them off the ship, pried the main

engines from their bedplates, and ruptured oil lines and the
fire main as the ship's boats began to flame and she settled
by the stern. After two more direct hits at 1514, her
captain and crew left COLHOUN as the sea swallowed her with
fifty of her complement."

(Action Report) =-- EXTERIOR DAMAGE: HULL DAMAGE from several
hits close to starboard side from bridge to stern. Direct
Hit damage to AFTER BOAT DAVITS (Bent down over After Engine
Room Hatches), SEARCHLIGHT PLATFORM (Collapsed forward into
after stack), near after edge of AFTER DECK HOUSE and near
after bulkhead of AFTER ENGINEROOM. Near Misses blew
MIDSHIPS 20MM (one gun) and MIDSHIPS 4" GUN off the ship.

Ship sank very quickly (about 2 minutes after planes
sighted, just before first hit). Speed ordered increased
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from 10 kt to full speed on sighting planes, but it seems \_
unlikely that she would have speeded up much in the short

time before hits knocked out her power. Two minutes at 10kt

is about 667 yards, or about 1/3NM from initial positiom.

See "WRECK LOCATION" above for further info.

CASUALTIES: (DANFS)} --51 men lost with the ship.

IDENTIFICATION POINTS:

COLHOUN is probably the only APD sunk c¢lose to Lunga Point,
despite some sources' putting GREGORY in that area. LITTLE'S
action report strongly indicates that LITTLE is maybe 7 miles {(or
more if current moved her NW at up to two knots) NW from Lunga
Point, with GREGORY at least 2 NM closer to Lunga Point than
LITTLE. That would make the ships very easy to identify if all
are found.

If GREGORY is as close to Lunga as some sources say, then,
she will be easy to confuse with COLHOUN. Perhaps damage
(Especially what should be SEVERE BOMB DAMAGE) will distinguish
COLHOUN from GREGORY. Otherwise, telling them apart will be
almost impossible.

FUTURE EXAMINATION:

COLHOUN is probably not a target of this expedition. Her _
proximity to Lunga Point makes her a likely skin-diving project &
she therefore can be left to others.

% % % % x % ¥ X * X

Key to Sources:
(Morison) Samuel E. Morison's History ef United States Naval
Operat ions in World war [II, Vol. V
(DANFS)  Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, pub-
lished by the Naval Historical Center.
{Frank) Richard 8. Frank's, Guadalcanal.

Editor!s Note: These research notes were prepared by Charles R.
Habertein, Jr., Head, Photographic Section/Naval Historical Cen-
ter, Washington Navy Yard. Mr. Haberlein was a technical and
historical consultant to Or. Robert Ballard on his photographic
expedition to Guadalcanal in 1992, and he has very graciously
allowed me to include his notes in this booklet.




The monument

plaque reads: "In memory of the officers and men o
gave their lives - ~ lron Bottom Bay - = 1942-43 =
Club - - Port Purvis, Solomons Islands - = 20 Marc
include seven cruisers and fifteen destroyers.

overlooking Purvis Bay, an inlet in Florida Isiand, about twen
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.

ty miles northeast of
Ded icated on April 30, 1944, this bronze
£ the United States Navy and Allied Navies who
- Dedicated by Members of the Iron Bottom B8ay
h 1944." U.S. Navy ships lost In the vicinity
(official U.S. Navy photograph taken In 1945, )
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RS AND MEN LOST IN “IRON BOTTOM

CT.A0UE DEDICATED TO OFFICE
- BAY"
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4 bronze plague, the first and only battle memorial so far
eracted in the Solomons Islands, was dedicated April 30, 1844, to the
officers and men of the United States and Allied Navies who died

in the fierce battles in ““Iron Bottom Bay.’'

The plague was unveailed on a small palm-studded hill overlooxing
Furvis Bay, inlet in Florida Island, British Solomons Islands. On the hill
now stands the Iron Bottom Bay Club, an officers’ recreation center built
by the Seabess, In the bay below,approximately a half million tons of
ships of the U.S. Navy, and of the enemy lie on tke bottom. It was there
that such noble men of war as the cruisers ASTORIA, VINCENNES
and CHICAGO were sunk in battle. About 270,000 tons of Jap ships sank

there.

The Reverend James Edwards, representing the Anglican Bishop
of Melanesia, unveiled the memorial before a gathering of Naval officzrs
and enlisted men on the hill,dte of the original episcopal residence

- of the Bishop of Melanesiz, which was dismantled by the Japs. The
land is owned by the Church of England. A Protestant and a Catholic
chaplain of the flest gave the invocation and benediction.

Rear Admiral Robert W. Hayler, U.S.N., of 800 East Washington
ana, who participated in the last sea action fought

the Battle of Tassafaronga, November 3C, 1942 --
%4211 those members of the Allied land,

against such fearful
t out to do.”’

Street, Muncie, Indi
in Iron Bottom Bay --

spoie briefly. He paid tribute to
air and sea forces who in the beginning fought

odds and In every case accomplished what they se

“Our ememy overran Tulagi early in April, 1942 Rear Admiral
Hayler began. “On May 4, just two years ago, one of our carrier task
forces struck Tulagi and sent to the bottom some four ships -- thus starting
a series of actions which resulted literally in paving th= bottom of the

sez in this vicinity with ships.
“On July fourth of the same year, the Japanese landed in considerable
strength on Guadalcanal and a little more than 2 month later, on August 7th,
adalcanal. I was many months thereafter

our troops landed here and at Gu
before we had forces and equipment really adequate for the tasks assigned us.

‘%t is altogether fitting,’’ Rear Admiral Hayler continued, ““that

this tablet be erected in the Purvis Bay Area, because it was on this
side where our ‘roops first landed and where we guffared our greatest

lossas.”’
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Addressing Reverend Mr. Edwards, Rear Admiral Hayler

sa.d:

““Yov and your associates will have no difficulty in rem smbering
those early days. And since your work will continue long after ours
is done, we give this mermorial into your keeping. In so doing we

xnow that it will remain 2 lasting tribute to those for whom it is
dediczated; and a source of inspiration and courage for those who core

hereafter.”’

Reverend Mr, Edwards said in reply that he was proud
to accept in the name of his Bishop the “‘sacred duty of caring for the
shrine. It will be cared for with respect love and dignity. God .
grant that we may always be inspired by their @eeds

The plaque carries this inscription: “In memory of the
officers and men of the United States Navy and Allied Navies who
gave their llves -- Iron Bottom Bay == 1942-43 -~ Dedicated by
Mzmbers of the Iron Bottom Bay Club -~ Port Purvis,Solomons

Islands -~ 20 March 1944",

United States ships that went down in the Iron Eottom Bay
and vicinity were: ASTORIA, QUINCY, VINCENNES, ATLANTA,

JUNEAU, NORTHHAMPTON and CHICAGO,cruisers; JARVIES,
USS BLUE, DUNCAN, BARTON, CUSHING, LAFFEY, MONSSEN,

PRESTON, WALKE, BENHAM, DEHAVEN, and AARON WARD,
all destroyers; the destroyer transports COLHOUN, GREGCRY,
LITTLE, the tanker RKANAWHA; the transport JOEN PENN; fleet
tug SEMINOLE:; two cargo ships and four PT boats, The
Asustralian cruiser CANBERRA also was lost there. :

‘ Japanese ships sunk in the area include two battleships,
three cruisers, eleven destroyers, eight transports and seven

other auxiliaries.-

Captain Andrew G. Shepard, U.S.N,, 235 Cobbs Hill Drive,

Rochester, New York, first president of the Club, composed the
words on the plague. Frank Czajkowskl, Quartermaster, Second Class, USNR,

of 20 Milton Avenue, Amsterdam, New York, designed the lettering.
A flcet tender made the plaque. '

The Club was an outgrowth of several small and inadequata

officers’ recreation centers-- the Club Des Slot, the APD Beach
and the PT basz recreation center -- to which officers came between
battles of the Solomons. Rear Admiral A, Staunton Merriil, U.S.N.,
of Natchez, Mississippi, formerly a Task Force Commander in the
South Pacific, is credited with the initiative in the movement to build
the club. He since has been ordered to Washington as Director

of the Navy's Office of Public Relations. Captain Grayson B. Carter,
- U.8.N., El Cordova Hotel, Coronzdo, California, is currently president

of the Club, and was present at the unveiling.



"For us who were there, or whose friends were there, Guadalcanal
is not a name but an emotion, recalling desperate fights in the
air, furious night naval battles, frantic work at supply or con-
struct ion, savage fighting in the sodden jungle, nights broken
by screaming bombs and deafening explosions of naval shells."

- Commander James C. Shaw, the major contributor to Volume V of
Samue! EIliot Morison's History of United States Naval Opera-
t ions in World war [l; The Struggle for Guadalcanal (Boston:
Little, Brown & Co., 1949). Rear Admiral Shaw, USN (Ret.)
died on December 4, 1988,

Editor's Note: Rear Admiral Shaw's widow, El izabeth R. P, Shaw, has gracious-
Iy shared with me the letters her first husband, Commander Van O. Perkins,
USN, wrote in 1544 relating how he arranged the ded icat ion ceremony for this
monument at Purvis Bay, Florida lsiand. The intent was "to make this a per-
manent part of America," in recognition of the hard fighting and great per-
sonal sacrifices which characterized the Guadalcanal Campaign. Commander
Parkins was killed in action aboard the U.5.5. 8irmingham (CL-62) on October
24, 1944, during the invasion of the Philippines.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.

March, 1995






November 15, 1954

The Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island,

Solomon Islands, as it looked in August, 195%3.
(Dedicated on April 30, 1944)

: O i e ST TR - oot
Photograph courtesy of Joseph G. Micek, AUS, treasurer of
the Guadalcanal Solemon [slands War Memorial Foundation.
Mr. Micek reports that the Officer's Club at the top of
the small hill no fonger stands, but that the area imme-~
diately around the monument jis Ffairly well kept up. (EAW)
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WALL:

2 = TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DARMAGED I

04/25/1991 PANEL 106 — TYPE D - FACE L

U.S. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
SBUNK DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 -~ 9 FEBRUARY 1943

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
HORNET, WASP

HERVY CRUISERS

ASTORIA, CHICAGO, NORTHAMPTON, QUINCY,
VINCENNES, CANBERRA (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY)

LIGHT CRUISERS
ATLANTA, JUNEAU

DESTROYERS
BARTON, BENHAM, BLUE, CUSHING,

DE HAVEN, DUNCAN, JARVIS, LAFFEY,
MEREDITH, MONSSEN, O'BRIEN,
PORTER, PRESTON, WALKE

MOTOR TORPEDO BOATS
PT-37, PT-43, PT-44, PT-111,
PT-112, PT-123

TRANSPORTS
COLHOUN, GEORGE F. ELLIOTT,

GREGORY, LITTLE

FLEET TUG SEMINOLE



WaLL: 2 - TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED II
04/25/1991 PANEL 107 - TYFE D - FACE L

U.S5. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
DAMAGED DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

BATTLESHIPS
NORTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA

AIRCRAFT CARRIEZRS
ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA

HEAVY CRUISERS
CHESTER, MINRNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS,

PENSACOLA, PORTLAND,
SALT LARKE CITY, SAN FRANCISCO

LIGHT CRUISERS
BOISE, HELENA, SAN JUAN,
ACHILLES (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

DESTROYERS
AARON WARD, BUCHANAN, FARENHOLT,

GWIN, HUGHES, LA VALETTE, MAHAN,
MUGFORD, O'BANNON, PATTERSCRN,
RALPH TALBOT, SMITH, STEREIT

DESTROYER MINESWEEPER ZANE

CORVETTE
KIWI (ROYAL NEW ZERLAND NAVY)

MOTOR_TORPEDO BOAT PT-59

TRANSPORTS
BARNETT, ZEILIN

CARGO SHIPS
ALCHIBA, ALHENA

SEAPLANE TENDER MC FARLAND






WALL: 1 - TITLE -~ THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN
04/25/1991 PANEL 104 - TYPE C - FACE R

THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN

FROM THE INITIAL LANDINGS ON 7 AUGUST 1942 TO THE
JAPANESE EVACUATION OF GUADALCANAL IN FEBRUARY 1943,
THE U.S. AND THE JAPANESE NAVIES WERE ENGAGED IN SEVEN
SPECIFIC NAVAL BATTLES. 1IN ADDITION, THROUGHOUT THE
CAMPAIGN, NUMEROUS SMALLER NAVAL ACTIONS TOOK PLACE
INVOLVING CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, NAVAL AIRCRAFT, MOTOR
TORPEDO BOATS AND SUBMARINES IN WHICH PLANES AND SHIPS
OF BOTH SIDES WERE DAMAGED OR SUNK. SO MANY JAPANESE
AND AMERICAN SHIPS OF ALL CLASSES WERE SUNK, INCLUDING
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS, THAT THE WATER ARERA
BETWEEN GUADALCANAL AND FLORIDA ISLAND BECAME KNOWN AS
"IRONBOTTOM SOUND."

THE FIRST SIX ENGAGEMENTS WERE MAJOR NAVAL
BATTLES: FOUR OF THESE WERE NIGHT GUNFIRE ACTIONS AND
TWO WERE CARRIER-AIR BATTLES. THE SEVENTH (RENNELL
ISLAND) WAS A TYPICAL SEA-AIR BATTLE SIMILAR TO MANY
OTHERS FOUGHT DURING THE GUADALCANAL CRMPAIGN, BUT THE
ONLY ONE OF SUFFICIENT MAGNITUDE TO BE RECORDED IN
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY WITH A NAME OF ITS OWN.

1. SAVO ISLAND, 9 AUGUST 1942

2. THE EASTERN SOLOMONS, 24-25 AUGUST

3. CAPE ESPERANCE, 11-12 OCTOBER

4. THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, 26-27 OCTORBER

5. NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL, 12-15 NOVEMBER
6. TASSAFARONGA, 30 NOVEMBER

7. RENNELL ISLAND, 29-30 JANUARY 1943






WALL: 2 - TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED III
04/25/1991  PANEL 108 — TYPE C ~ FACE L

JAPANESE NAVAL VESSELS
SUNK OR DAMAGED DURING THE
GUADALCANAL CARAMPAIGN

SHIP SUN DAMAGED
BATTLESHIPS 2

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 1
LIGHT CARRIERS 1
HEAVY CRUISERS 3 5
LIGHT CRUISERS 1 2
DESTROYERS 11 20
SUBMARINES 6

TRANSPORTS 13

CARGQ SHIPS 5






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obligation
- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to live,”

- Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U,S.5. Missouri (BB=63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1545,






The U.5.5. Colthoun (APD-2) in World War 11

Photograph Credits

Daescription Source Code/ldent. No.
(DD=85)}, stbd. bow, u/way 4/28/19 NHF  NH 680479
Starboard bow, moored, 1942 NA 80=G=15979
20-mm Oerl ikon mount, Mk 4, 1942 NA 19=-N~-31965
Port bow, u/way alongside, 1942 SA (Ship Association)
Monument, Purvis Bay, Fla., Ils., 1944 NA 80-G-275700
Monument plaque (on above) NA 80=-G=240318

* ok N K K Kk x Kk ¥ W

Key to Sources:

NHF

NA

Naval Historical Foundation Photo Service
Washington Navy Yard

1306 Dahlgren Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20374~5055

(202 ) 4332765

National Archives 1

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Stitl Picture ref.: (301 )} 713-6625, Ext. 234

E. A, wilde, Jr.
February, 2001






The U.S.S8. Colhoun (APD-2) in World War 11
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Miscellaneous:
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for medal recommendations. (National! Archives)
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2006 ADDENODUM

Dedication in 194k of the Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island,
British Soloman Islands, to honor ", . the officers and men of
the United States and Allied Navies who died in the fierce Bat-
tles in 'Iron Bottom Bay!" during the Guadalcanal Campaign, Au-
gust 7, 1942 to February 9, 1943,

Editor's Note: .

Around 1995 E/izabeth (!Bettsy!) R. Perkins Shaw sent me
copies of several handwritten letters she had received early in
1944 from her first husband, Commander Van Ostrand Perkins, USN
(K.1.A.). In 2002 most of his letters were included in Bettsy
Shaw'!s memoir, Beside Me Still, published by the Naval Institute
Press shortly after she died. However, his letters regarding the
ded icat ion ceremony were edited out by the publ isher.

This addendum consists of typed excerpts from these letters
plus a remarkable photograph of the dedication ceremony which 1
discovered only a few years ago (National Archives I1l; 127-
GW1008, #80S29).

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






Florida Island Monument on Purvis Bay
(Ded icated on April 30, 1944)

Excerpts from letters written to Mrs, Efizabeth R, P. Shaw by her
first husband, Cdr. Van Ostrand Perkins, USN (KI1A 'g4 )} in t1ouy;

Today was one of those days - in fact, it was the first busy
one I've had in a long time. I was away from the ship all day
and couldn'!t write more on this letter this morning and arternoon,
as | expected to, and get it in the mail. It will go tomorrow.

well, my busy day was about the memor ial ceremony we plan to
have. | went with a Captain Carter on what | thought would be an
hour's visit with the Admiral to iron out the details. The
Admiral set the date for this Sunday and indicated what he would
| ike to have and who he wanted to have invited, etc.. Well, |
am the "glad hand boy", so [ got the Ilist of guests typed up and
arranged and started the dust Flying on some of the details.

Like getting the chaplins |ined up and telling them what we want,
getting the band arranged for and so forth. Then this arternoon
Captain Carter gave me one of his fast boats and | went Five
miles or so up the /ine to another part of the naval satt/ement
extending tidings and invitations to certain U.S. naval and New
Zealand-Austra$l ian naval people. | didn't get back to the ship
unt il afrter five. It was an interaesting boat ride | had though,
because I'd never been up to that part of the area before, There
are no roads as I've said, and it's all jungle between here and
there - so all communnication has to be by boat and not by cars.

Tomorrow I have to go over to s about 20 miles
across the bay, and call on more dignitaries and invite them,
get a Vice Admiral to agree to make a speech and arrange for
photographers and publicity from a Photographic Squadron. That
will be another full day's job I fear.

I enjoy doing this, however, for many reasons, not the least
of which is the fact that [ get off the ship all the time and am
getting a regular Cook's tour of this area, seeing it at close
hand. Much of it [s well known and famous which I've seen from
the distance but have never really been close to, Of course it
is all so built up now by us that it would be unrecognizable
almost to those who first landed.

It is amazing what kind of people Americans are. We land
in the middl/e of the jungle and in no time have a !ittle arsa
cleared, through which we build roads, put up piers, storehouses,
shops, etc. « and where there are roads you must watch to see that
you aren't run over by jeeps, giant trucks and everything on wheels,
There is nothing permanent here, and I doubt [f much money has been
wasted, but we certainly do move in on a place with our machinery.
11l bet we have more trucks, steam shovels, tractors, etc. in a
small area | ike this than all the contractors in the Phil ippine
Islands had together, and if the Japs judged us by our efforts in
the Phil ippines, how wrong they were.

There must be much consternation in Tokyo these dgays, because
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in the Pacific the war is humming along at a great rate; probably
even better than most of us realize,

LN SEE SN EE BEE N B S Y B SR

wWe had a meeting of the Board of Governors of the Club, and
! find that on the Board are a Captain, four Commanders, four
Lieut., Comdrs. and two Lieuts.. | am glad I have the job, because
this being in such a history-making area, they have plans to make
it a sort of permanent part of Amerjica by erecting a suitable
plaque and having the littl/e monument dedicated with a large cere-
mony and so forth., So I, having a very personal interest in any
dedication, volunteered to serve on the committee for the arrange-
ments of this ceremony. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
know that they are going to do something to commemorate and make
a permanent record of the achievements that resulted From the hard
fighting and unimaginable hardships and work that has taken place
in this area, You probably have to have rfought over it and come
back to get the feeling that [ have. People who arrive today
can'’t ever imagine what it was Ilike "in the old days.”

LT BEE JEE BT SN BN Y BEE BN BN S

I've enclosed the [little program for our ceremony which took
place this morning. It went off very well and very smoothly |
thought, and | had a front row place to stand = right where the
activities were. There were numerous cameramen taking pictures,
and | expect that they will send me a set in as much as | asked
For it, organized them and gave them all some beer afterwards.

Friday I flew over to in one of our planes to | ine
up and invite the "big wigs” stationed there and the press. It
certainly was a delightful trip. It was a beautiful day, and it
was nice to fly and to see some of the country from the air, as
scenically - and from a distance - it is very grand looking.

Arter we landed I got a jeep and driver from one of the
officers, and in driving around inviting the guests [ had a good
chance to /ook things over and was duly impressed by the activity,
accompl ishments and mud.

I saw Ronnie Rankin this morning at the ceremony and expect
to have a rfew beers with him later this afternoon. | also bumped
into two peopie you don'!t know. One was the ex-Chiefr Boatswain's
Mate of the Atlanta - he is now an officer - and the other, a lad
who was on one of the destroyers that got sunk that unforgetable
night. e were together in the hospital in New Zealand. It cer-
tainly was nice to see those two again. [ always ! ike to see old
friends, and particularly when we have something great in common.
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A bronze plaque, dedicated "In memory of the officers and men of the United
States and Allied Navies who gave their [ives at Iron Bottom B8ay, TQUe-u3, "
was unveiled on April 30, 194, The plaque overl!ooks Purvis B8ay, an inlet
in Florida Island, British Solomon [slands Protectorate, about twenty miles
northeast of Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. U.S. Navy vessels sunk by the
enamy in the Bay and near vicinity included seven cruisers, twelive destroy=-
ers and three destroyer transports. (Archives 1[I, College Park, MD)







About The Editor

E. Andrew ¥Wilde, Jr., Commander, USNR (Ret.), received
his commission through the NROTC Program at Dartmouth Col-
fege in 1950, Following graduation he saw action off Korea
aboard the USS Douglas H. Fox (DD-779) when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this period
have been donated to the Naval Historical Foundation, and two
of them appeared in the coffee-table book, The Navy, pub-

! ished by the Foundation in 2000, Arfter completing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
accounting and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
pany in Waltham, Massachusetts.

In 1593 he developed a strong interest in naval history
and began editing a series of illustrated ships! histories
primarily of U.S. destroyers sunk in World Wwar [I. Primary .
source documents such as action reports, ships! war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his-
tories as well as many firsthand accounts. His booklets are
not for sale, but he sends complimentary copies to the survi-
vors and to the families of crewmembers killed on these ves-
sels.

Commander Wilde is a firfe member of the Naval! Historical
Foundat jon and the U.S. Naval Institute.






Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war I1)

Date Sunk/
United States Ship {Damaged }
Aaron ward (DD-483) oLjo7/43
Barton (DD=599) 11/13/%2
Borie (DD-215) 11/01/43
Colhoun (APD-2) o8/30/42
Corry (DD=-463) 06/06[uk
Cushing (DD-376) 11/13/82
DeHaven (DD-469) 02/01 /43
Douglas H, Fox (DD-779) (05/17/45)
Drexler (DD-7%1) 05/28/45
Duncan (DD-48&5) 10/12/42
Emmons (DMS§-22) ou/o6/u5
Fiske (DE~143) 08/02/uy
G/ennon (DD-620) 06/10/ 4k
Hall igan (DD-584 ) 03/26/45
Hammann (DD-412) 0&8/06/u2
Ltaffey (DD-459) 11/13/42
Lansdale (0D~-426) Oouj20/uu
McFariand (AVD«TY4 ) (10/18/42)
Meredith (DD-725) 06709 /4y
Monssen (DD-436) 11/13/42
Perry (OMS-17) 09/13/44
Preston (DD-379) 11/15/42
Spence (DD-512) 12/18/44
Strong (DD-4&7) 07/05/43
walke (DD=416) 11/15/42

Notes:

Area

Guadalecanal
Guadalcanal
North Atlantic

Tulagi
Normandy

Guadalecanal
Guadalcanal

Ok i nawa
Ok inawa

Guadalicanal

Ck inawa

North Atlantic

Normandy
Ok inawa
Midway

Guadalcanal
Med iterranean
Guadalcanal

Normandy

Guadalecanal

Angaur/Peleliu
GFuadalcanal
tuzon, P.I.
Cent. Solomons
Guadalecanal

¥ ¥ K K K K X X X &

* Total for two engagements with the enemy

Killed/

Hounded’

L2 /139%
164/32
27/00
51718
2u /55

72/67
168/40
10/36
158/54
48/35

60/78
33/65
25/u0%
160/43
Bu/63

59/114
us/76
12/13
35728
145/37

e117
117/26
315/2u
45/61
82/u48

1 Including those presumed dead more than a year subse~
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde,
Commander,
June, 2005

Jr.

USNR (Ret.)
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1210 Greendale Ave., #339
Needham, M4 C2132
January 18, 1997

Eugene L., Keller, Sr., Curator
Guadalcanal Memorial Museum
7178 Cakbrook Circle

Portage, Michigan 49002

Dear Gene,

I'm sending you (in this and in an additional mail=-

ing) copies of my historical booklets on the:

Aaron Ward (DD-483)

Colhoun (APD=2)

Cushing (DD-376)

DeHaven (DD-469 )

Duncan (DD-485)

Laffey (DD-u59)

Seminole (AT-65)

Walke (DD-416)

Previously | sent you booklets on the:
Barton (DD-599)
McFariand (AvD-14)
Monssen (DD-436)

I hope you appreciate the work which went into these
booklets and safeguard them, so that they will be avail-
able for serious historians.

Warmest reqards,

4

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)

cc (w/o encl.)}: Ted Blahnik
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., GUadalcanal Campaign Veterans

It isnt'’t the cost of belonging — it’s tHe priceyou paid

to be eligible.

E.L. Keller Sr.

Past President, G.C.V.

Curator Guadalcanal Memorial Museum

* 7178 Oakbrook Circle
* Portage, Michigan 45002
** * (616) 324-3484

January2l4,1997

Hello Commander:

I can't begin to tell you how much I appreciate your donation

of these very fine historical booklets to our.Guadalcanal
Memorial Museum. Whata great additions to our library.

You must of put in many hours of work to get so much infor-
mation on those ships. Some student of the 2nd W.W. who
comes into our museum, looking for facts regarding lost
ships and sea battles will get more than he expected. I
thank you with all my heart and I am going to talk to the
President of the GCV to see if we can send you a healthy
donation. You must of spent a fortune on these. I can't
believe you are not charging anything for them.

Please except my thanks as well as the thanks of the 4000
members of the Guadalcanal Campaign Veterans for yow kind
donation.

You will be receiving a letter,(form) sent out by the
Kalamazoo Aviation Museum, acknowledgigg your donation.

Again, thank you so very much and God bless you and yours.

Yours in comradeship,

SEFLE

E.L.Keller Sr.






