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1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
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Survivors of the USS Gl/ennon (DD~-620),

I hope you ! ike the booklet ['ve put together on your
ship! Oon!t try to remember who I am, because [ never served
on the Glennon. [ was just a Boy Scout on the Home Front
during wWorld war II. I saw combat later, on a destroyer off
Korea, but it was very tame compared to what you experienced
- and I can only try to imagine the trauma of losing your
ship.

I've now completed booklets on 17 destroyers sunk in
world wWar II. It's been a very rewarding hobby for me over
the past six years, and I hope I will be able to complete
many more. My admiration for you veterans just continues to
grow. You all endured great hardships, and you on the Glennon
participated in The Great Crusade!

I hope you share this booklet with your family and
Priends. Unfortunately, I don't expect to have any extra
copies, so if you wish additional booklets please have them
made at a copying store. £Even the pictures reproduce well,

I wish to thank your shipmate Gus Ide for all the help
he has given me. OFf course my job would have been easier
(and my booklet much smaller!) if he hadn't provided me with
so much fascinating material. However, ['m very proud of
the final product.

Finally, you don't owe me anything for this booklet, but
contributions will be appreciated. | incurred the costs of
copying, binders and postage - and I have alse donated copies
to about a dozen naval! museums/! ibraries to make sure that
your sacrifices will be remembered.

Enjoy the booklet/?

[ embiaZ2 L.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his |ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal! of pride and satisfaction,
"] served in the United States Navy."

- President John F. Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August 1, 1963.






The late Rear Admiral James Henry Glennon, USN (1857-1940), graduated from the
U.S, Naval Academy, Class of 1878, He was proud of the Fact that all three of
his sons attended the Academy and served in the Navy, and that all four of his
grandsons graduated from the Academy and sarved in efther the Navy or Marines,
When the Admiral retired in 1921 he was Commandant of the 3rd Naval District.
(Photograph courtesy of Col, James B. Glennon, Jr., USMC (Ret.))







Glennon *

James Henry Glennon, horn 11 Fehruary 1857 at French
Gulch, Calif.,, was appointed n cadet midshipman on 24
September 1874, He served as a midshipman in Lecka-
wanna, Alasks and Pensacola, and later as an officer in
Ranger (1881-85) and Constellation (1B85-88). He
commanded a forward gun turret in Massachusetts when
that battleship on 4 July 1808 joined T'exas in sinking the
Reine Mercedes. While executive officer and navigator
in Vicksburg, he participated in the actions against the
Philippine Insurgents. During 1912 to 1013 he was
President of the Board of Naval Ordnance and of the
Joint Army-Navy Board on Smokeless Powder.

He served as Commandant of the Washington Navy
Yard and Superintendent of the Naval Gun Factory from
1915 to early 1917 when he was appointed the Navy De-
partment representative in a special mission under Elihu
Root sent to Russin. At the risk of his life, he persuaded
mutinous Russian saflors who had taken over command
of Russian ships-of-war in waters of Sevastapol, to restore
authority to the officers of the men-of-war. After com-
pleting the mission to Russia, he took command of Battle-
ship Division 5 with his flag in battleship Connectiout.
He was awarded the Navy Cross for meritorious service
in this command, including the instruction of midshipmen
und thousands of recruits for duty as-armed.guard crews
of merchant ships. Detached from this duty on 17
September 1018, he became Commnandant of the 13th
Naval District until 3 January 1919, then was Comman-
dant of the 8d Naval District at New York. ‘Having
reached the statutory age for retirement, he was transfer-
red to the Retired List on 1 February 1021. Rear Admiral
James Henry Glennon died at Washington, D.C., 29

May 1940,

ik

* Djctionary of American Naval Fi ] ]
) of ghting Ships, Vol. 3. Wash-
tngton: U.S. Naval Historical Center, 1965?’ s






The 1,620-ton Gleaves-class destroyer USS Glennon (DD-620) on the ways prior
to her launching at the Federal Shipbuilding and Ory Dock Co. In Kearny, Nevw
Jersey in August, 1942. This stern view shows the after two S=fnch/38 dual-
purpose guns (Mounts Nos. 3 & 4) before their shields ware installed and the
arter gun platform ( just Porward of Mount 3) where two twin 4O-mm Bofors an-

tiaircrart guns and their directors wili be mounted. (U.S. Navy Photograph)







The sponsor's party on August 26, 1942: (Front row, L to R) Miss Edith Blair
Cross, granddaughter; Mrs, James H. Glennon, Admiral Glennon's widow; (spon-
sor) Miss Jeanne Lejeune Glennon, granddaughter; Miss Frances Reading Glen=
non, the granddaughter who sponscored the second destroyer named Gl/ennon, DD~
840, at Bath, Maine, In 1945; (Second row) Lt. Cdr, Marrison R, Glennon, USN
(Ret.), son; Ellile Lejeune Glennon (Mrs, James 8. Glennon) and Captain James
8. Glennon, USN, son. forricial U,S. Navy Photograph. )







Miss Jeanne Le feune Glennon was selected by the Navy Department to sponsor
the U.S5.S5. Glennon (DD=-620), named to honor her grandfrather, the late Rear
Admiral James Henry Glennon, USN (1857=-1940C). Her father (at right), Cap~
tain James Blair Glennon, Sr., USN, joined her for the christening held on
August 26, 1942. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy, Class of 1909,
as did his son, James B., Jr., in 1939, (orricial U.S. Navy Photograph. )







The Gleaves-class destroyer USS Glennon (0D-620) after she was launched at Kearny,
New Jersey, on 268 August 1942, She was "rully dressed” for the occasion, with the
national colors displayed at the masthead and on the frlagstafr at the stern, and a
rainbow of slignal flags Ffrom bow to stern over the mast, {(U.8. Navy Fhotograph.)







Evaryone cheared when the USS Glennon (DD-620) s!ld down the way& at the

Federal Shipbullding & Dry Dock Co., Kearny, N.J., on August 26th, 1942,
Prior to the war it took 17 weeks to complete thase ships, but the Glen-
non was commlssioned jJjust & weeks later] (orriclal U.S.N, Photograph)













U.S5.5. Glennon (DD-620)

Commissioning Address
by Rear Admiral E. J. Marquart, USN

Navy Yard, New York
October 8, 1942

Captain ........ Officers and men of the U.S.S. GLENNON:

It is a real pleasure for me to be here and to bid you welcome on behalf
of our Navy, as your good ship starts her active service with our battle fleet.
The Navy is happy to have this splendid new destroyer join its ever—growing
numbers, and I know that you are proud to have been chosen as the first crew to
take the GLENNON into fighting warfare against our arrogant enemies.

Your ship, as it is delivered into your hands today, symbolizes the will
and determination of the American people to fight to the finish, and to win
this war which has been forced upon us. It is all American - design, material
and workmanship - put together with a prayer and confident hope of every citi-
zen that, in your hands, it will bring our ultimate victory much closer. The
engineers and workmen responsible for its planning and building have worked in-
to your ship all the deadly power that is known about modern naval warfare.
None better ever was built - none ever built in such record time. American
workmen have driven themselves day and night with all their strength and intel-
ligence in order to speed this ship to completion. What still remains to be
done, in order to fit you out for sea, will be rushed through with the same
speed and efficiency by the Navy Yard shipworkers during the next few days.

Now it is up to you officers and men to take hold and carry on. It is
your ship. You must give it life, spirit, character, - — and make its reputa-
tion. You must make yourselves into an offensive-minded fighting team, real
man-of-warsmen. You nust make your fine ship a real man-of-war, a tough fight-
ing unit, fully able and eager to deliver all that great battle punch built in-
to her, and make her measure up to her enormous povwers for destruction.

The concerted effort to a common goal shown by all those who have had a
hand in building the GLENNON must now characterize you officers and men as you
turn to, with selfless devotion, on your great task - your big responsibility.
The record in building this powerful ship must be matched by you in making her
into a hard-hitting fighter. The time allowed you for doing that is short,
desperately short; for every available ship is needed on the battle line and is
needed now. You must spare no effort in mastering the tasks assigned you, so
that when the moment of trial confronts You, as it surely will in the near fu-
ture, you will be able to deliver decisive blows. It will be your high duty as
the crew of this vessel to seek out and destroy the enemy. Your nation expects
you to fulfill this purpose in a way that will strike terror into the hearts of
our enemies everywhere. And I know that you will richly justify the hopes and
prayers of your countrymen, for I see in your faces the firm resolve to conduct
yourselves in accordance with the noblest traditions of the U.S. Navy and be
worthy of our great country which it serves.

Your ship is named to honor the memory of Rear Admiral James Henry Glennon,
U.S. Navy. In active service throughout many years, his career was marked with
outstanding achievement, and his name stands out in bold tyre on the list of



our Navy's distinguished officers.

I am confident that you officers and men are fully determined to make the
U.S.S. GLENNON have a record of glorious deeds in our Navy's history of its
ships.

Welcome to the Fleet, best o'luck and God bless you!

E. J. MARQUART,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Commandant, Navy Yard, New York
and Third Naval District.

{Courtesy of Gustavus R. Ide, Jr., in Octcober 1998)



U.S5.S. Glennon (DD=620)

Commissioning Muster Roll, 8 October rou2’

ACKER, George Donald
ACKER, Florian L.
ACKWORTH, John B.

ADA IR, Louis J.
ADAMS, John F.

ADAMS, Owen L.
ADAMS, Thomas C.
ADKINS, Clarence, Jr.
ALEXANDER, Harley E.
ALLEN, Edward H.
ALLMON, Leonard H.
ANDERSON, Paul L.
ANDREGO, Tony M.
ANDREW, Lewis G.
ARNDT, Bernard A.
AUGUST INE, Paul P.
AYERS, Ronald

BAIRD, Wallace R.
BAKER, Edward E.
BALAZ, Methodius
BALOWIN, Charles W., Jr.
BALOWIN, Theodore (n)
BALE, Raymond L.
BARLAG, Edward A.
BARNES, Merle F.
BARNES, Theodore, Jr.
BARR, John T.
BARRETT, William P.
BARTSCH, Ewald T,
BARTZ, Wwallace R.
BASSA, Lester (n)
BATTON, Robert W.
BECK, Dale M.
BECKOVICH, Nicholas J.
BEDFORD, James R.
BEHM, Julius (n)
BELLIA, Anthony F.
BELMONT, Charles (n)
BENDLER, Walter L.
BENJAMIN, Denzil V.
BERLING, Robert T.
BERRIER, Andrew L.
BIELSKI, Steve E.
BLACKLEDGE, Edmund L.
BLACKWELL, Carl J.
BLANCHARD, Frank J.
BROWN, Gerhart J.
BROWN, James L.
BROWN, Robert R.
BRYANT, Clifford (n)

Ste
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
TMtc
AS
TM3c
AS
AS
Sic
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
EMZc
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
MM2c
S2e
AS
AS
AS
AS
S2¢
AS
Fic
MM1 ¢
am3c
Cox
AM3c
CEM
Fle
0Ss2¢

BUONICK, Harry (n)}
BURNS, William R.
CALDWELL, Edgar R.
CGARR, Frank E., Jr.
CARSE, Herman L.
CHURCH, John C.
CLEAVES, Vance H.
CLOUGH, Wendell! A., Jr.
COOPER, Richard E.
CROFT, James C.
CROWLEY, George J.
CUNN INGHAM, James J.
DANELLA, Norman E.
DAUGHTON, Philip J.
DAV IDOVICH, Walter (n)
DEATHRIDGE, James L.
DEGUISEPPE, Louis P.
DE V0SS, Vincent A,
DIERSCH, Charles M.
DOLIN, Ear! E,
DOMEY, Thomas A.
DOOLEY, Andy N.
DOTSON, James A.
DUNGEY, Elmer L.
DUNK IN, Russell N.
EDGERTON, Norman H., Jr.
ELVERT, Jesse M.
FISHER, Ward'H.
FLAHERTY, John E.
FLIPPIN, Willis J.
FRARY, Stuart C.
FREDDA, Joseph
GALOP, Paul J.
GAMBLE, Robert A.
GARDNER, Donald G.
GARRATT, Cyril J.
GARRISON, tAN ngn
GILL, Arlie L., Jr.
HAGLE, Patrick J.

HA INES, Tracy W.
HARBERT, Adam ¥.
HART IG, George L.
HASKELL, James H.
HAWK, Richard M.
HEIM, Martin E.
HENNESSEE, Rufus M,
HERPOK, Francis G.
HOGG, William F.
HURLEY, Thomas E.
JACKSON, Paul K..

CMM
CM3c
Ftc
SC2¢
S2¢
F3c
SOM2c
Ftc
FC2c
AS
Ste
MMt ¢
S2¢
FZc
AS
FZce
AS
CRPhM
F2e
Sece
GMic
MMZ ¢
Filc
Sec
EM2Zc
SZ¢e
EM3c
AS
CEM
Bmkrzc
Ste
BM1 ¢
S2¢
S2c¢
MoMMZc
EM3c
Mattic
MoMMZ ¢
Fic
SK3c¢
Stc
Msmthz
Ste
Ftce
¥T1c
¥T2c
MoMMZc
MM1 ¢
M1 c
Stc






USS Glennon (DD-620); Commissioning Muster Roll! (continued)

JAS IMAS, Frank M,
JANISH, Joseph F,
JENKINS, Robert F.
JENKINS, Sidney R.
JONAK, Anthony E,
JONES, Harold P.

KALINOWSK1,Alphonse (n)

KIMBLE, Lester L.
KING, Elmer A,
KIRKEBY, Charles J.
KOHL, Orland J.
KRULY, John (n)
LARSON, Percy N.
LAWRY, Robert C,.
LEVY, Bertram (n)
LIVESAY, Harolad tucH
LUTHE, Bery! V.

MACK, William E.
MacKERCHER, Efinar F.
MADANJ IAN, Richard P.
MANN, Abraham T,
MARGETTS, Nelson R.
MART IN, Lester D.
McDONOUGH, James E.
MITCHELL, Gross E.
MORASCO, Edward L.
MUNDELL, Henry J.
NELSON, Franklin E.
NETHERLAND, Thomas S.
NOBLE, William W,, Jr.
CAKMAN, William A,

O'CONNELL, Thomas J., Jr.

OVERSON, Charles E.
PARSONS, HMarold E.
PELLECCHIA, Willlam A,

PERVORSE, Richard W. L.
PETRUZZIELLO, Michael A.

PHILLIPS, Mark (n)
PLACYK, Edward J.
POPE, Ralph B.

RETT INO, Anthony E.
R1ZZO, Antonio (n)
ROACH, Leo E,

MM2c
Y3c
CMM
MM2c
Ste
F2c
F2c
CFC
EM3c
CCcStd
sS2¢
FC2c
EMic
F3c
Fle
FC2c
Fle
wT2c
S2¢
EM3c
MMZ2c
S2c
wWT2c
AS
SC3c
SOM3¢
GM2c
F2c
SOM3c
TM3c
S2c¢c
TM2c
MMZ2c
Ste
s2ce
SOM3c
S2¢
File
CMM
MM2c
RT2¢c
Stc
cY

ROBERTSON, James E.
SANTANA, Manuel! R.
SCHROETER, Robert A.
SMITH, Howard L.
SMITH, Milburn E.
SMITH, Wayne H,
SOUDERS, Frank L.
SPILLER, Frank A.
SPITZNAGLE, Leo F.
STAUFFER, Eldon L.
STEWART, Charles H.
STODDARD, Peter J.
STOLL, James C.
STONE, Robert J.
STOTLER, Robert E.
STOVER, Kenneth ¥.
STRINE, William (n)

STRITTMATTER, Herman F.

STUTZMAN, Clifford J.
SUMOWSK1, Stanley J.
SUTHERLIN, Everett O,
SUTHERS, Walter J,
SUTTON, Andrew N.
SWACHA, John J.
SWINEY, Billy J.
S$Z0T, Stanley, Jr.
TANNER, Edwin F.

s e

THOMPSON,. Ralph L., Jr.

TURNER, Frederick ¥W.
VAN ARMAN, Donald C.
VENABLE, William R.
VRBAN IC, Michael P.
WARREN, Paul P,
WESTFALL, Dorsey O.
WHALEN, Arthur J.
WHITE, Eugene L.
WILLIAMS, Charles W.
WILLIAMS, Marshall N.
WIRTZ, Homer J.
WOOLWINE, Stanford E,
WRIGHT, Ralph A.
WRIGHT, William L.
ZROWKA, John

* ¥ B B N X XN

F2c
MM1 ¢
GM1 ¢
CRM
cQmM
MoMMZ2 ¢
MM1 c

AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
CBM
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
AS
HAt ¢
Stc
Ny=ye]
CcwT
Fte
EM3c
SK1c
SM2¢c
GM3c
F3c
BM2c
F2ce
¥Tlc
MMl c
SF2c
AS

1 Source: The ship's Personnel Diary on microfilm at the National
Archives (Archives 11/College Park, MD).

Enlisted complement at commissioning:

186

E. A, Wiide,. Jr.

July,

1658






U.5.8. GLENNON (620)

Novanber 15, 19,2

ASSIGHIENT OF OFFICERS
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T : TGENBRAL ¢
NAME : RANK : DUTIES : DU TIEB tQUARTERS  : WATCHES
: : : 1 Tylng in
CAMP, F.C.:Lt.Cdr:Comandin g: lorale : Bridge s8troaun Cone
s USH - 3 H suand Duty
JOHNSGN, :Lt.CAr:Executive .v.'olrare. 8CU; :HBecondary :lying in
C.A, : Ul :0fficer; sDC; Education ; Conn :atrean Con~
: :Nevigator :c.m.er Censor : swand Duty
H : iWlardroon Audit: :
FERRITEK, :Lieut.:Engincer 0Of:Repalr; Exan, : Forword .Deok Viatoh
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: tago Control:SCIM; Audit 8.8: Roon :(Port and
: : sAudit Halrare;z : Bea)
: $ ¢Hull Board, ¢ H
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N :TBN : Officer $"O" Div, Off; : s0fficor
: s tAudit 8.8,; : :{Port and
: : tExan, bd,.; Hull : Sea).
: H -Board. H H

HOAR, E. G..I.t.(jg) Firat -Ship 8 Bervi.oe AJA.

1 USNR :Liocutenant :0ff.; lst Div.. Control

D—V(G): :0ff; 8CH; Exan:
+Bd; Audit-Weolf:

'Hull Board.

:Deok Watch
Heis 1.1 4
:{Port and
Sea),

e oo

soffor we

vofes an an gp oo e84 en

:B-14

ng
orrioer. :Aaat. C

PERE, J. I.t(jg)-"S" Div.orr-Aast. Educa- : Reopelr :Deck Wnteh
USNR :Asst. En g.:tion; Stores; : II 011, (Jozt)
E—u : :8CM; Exan, Bd.;: ‘Eng. Wesch
-t .Audj.‘b 8.8, H :0rf. (Ser)
pIX, J.C.W:Lt{Jg}): 2mnd Div, -coding Bd,; : &0 14, :Deck Watoh
: USNR :0ff; Redar :jiudit B4, Ward:Bnttary :0fficer
:D-v(e):orr. sToom Heas; s0fficer :(Port ama
: H tExan,Bd; Laun-: : Ben),
$ H :dry Officer. ¢ :
3TIX, D, :Ens, :Cormunica- -"c" Div, 0ff,;: Bridge sDeock Watch
: USSR :tions. :Coding BA,; ¢ :0rf, (Port)
:D-Vi{G): :Exan. Bd, : :Jr. Deok
: H 4 H tViatch off-
: : : z :(Sea }.
JRRLOFF, :Ens. : Sound tAB8st., Censor; : Sound tDeck ¥.0.
M.M. ::USHR : Offiocer :Coding BA;Asst: Roon :(Port; Jr,
:D=V(G}: sCormmnications; :D.W.0.(Sea)
: - tHar Diary; WHM: s
H H :Tr; Exon.Bd. H
: : : ] :
TE, G.R, :Ens8. : Torpedo :Jr,"0" Divg ¢ Torpedo :Jr. Deck
: USMR : Officer iLookout Off; : Control :Watoh Off,
10-V(8): :Coding BAjABEt: :(Port nnd
: : sCensor; Audit:: : Sen),
H H sfolfare, : H
IOBYEON, :fns., :iBst. e 9T, TOMIv; Re=: 1Deck Watoh
C,D.,dr : USN. :AB8t, Navi-:ocorder SCM; ¢ Plot t0ff, (Port ).
: :gator, tAsBt.Censor; :Jr. Deck
H : :Coding B4, H sYlatch OFf,
: : tAudit V. R.Mess:
JTEGLIK, :Ena. :Aest. En- :ABSt, Censor- : Repa
J.8. :URR :ginpeer Off,:Ccding BA.; : 'Oft. (Port}
H -Exau. Bd. H
(

?
t.cdr., USN, c ding

Courtesy of Gustavus R. lIde, Jr.,

onso tle %esa. :2nd Seotion
‘ “TOHIISON

Lz, 0dr.,USII., Exoe, Off,

in October 1998,







History of the U.S.S. Glennon (DD-620 )%

(DD-620: dp. 1,620; L. 3484’7, b. 3¢°1’"; dr. 17'4"*; s.
375k ; epl. 270; 2, 45, 2 40mm 5 20mm 521 tt.,

Gdep,, 2dct. cl. Gleaves}

The first Glennon (DD-620) was launched 26 August
1942 by the Federal Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co.,
Kearny, N.J.: sponsored by Miss Jeanne Lejeune Glennon,
gmnddnughter' and commlissioned 8 Oectober 1842, Lt.
Comdr. Floyd C. Camp In command.

‘After shakedown tralning along the New England coast,
Glennon gnarded troops and sapply convoys for the occu-
pation of Slcily (0-15 July 1943). It was here that the
giant assault on Burope began sweeplng In from the sen.
She returned to New York .on 3 December 1043, then
made two round-trip convoy escort voyages to the Dritish
Islcs and ono to Gibmltar. Sho arrived ln New York
from Glbraltar on 22 April 1044 and stood ont of that
port 5 May with n tnsk group which arrived Belfast,
Ireland, on the 14th. Assigned to Assault Force “U" of
the Western Naval Task Iorce, she arrived in the Baie de

' 1a Selne, 'rance, on § June. After patrolling aronnd the

bombardment group for submarines and fest German
| torpedo boats, she- joired in gunfire support of troops
ashore.

- On 7 June she hurled in 480 5-inch shells ashore in sup-
port of troops advancing north toward Quineville, Un-
der command of Comdr. Clifford A, Johnson, she was again
approaching her gunfire support statlon at 0830, 8 June,
when her stern struck a mine. A whaleboat picked up
‘survlvors while minesweepers Sieff and Threa¢ arrived
on the scene, one passing a towline while the other swept
ahend of the damaged destroyer. Destroyer escort Rich
closed in the waoke of the minesweepers to assist, then
felt a heavy explosion a3 she slowly ronnded Glenmnon's
stern to clear the aren. Minutes later a second explosion
blew off a 50-foot section of Rich’s’ sterm, followed by a
third mine exploslon under.her forecastle. She went
under within 15 minutes of the first explosion.

Minesweeper Staff found she could not budge Glennon
whose fontnil seemed to be firmly anchored to the bottom
by her starboard propellor. Most of her crew boarded
Stoff and those remaining on:Glenhon lightened her stern
by pumping fuel forward. and jettisoning depth charges
and topside gear. On 9 June salvage equipment was as-
sembled; and some 00 officers and men of the Glennon
came back on board. The. following morning, just. as

.Comdr.. Johnson was preparing.to.resume efforts to save
his ship, a German battery near' Quinneville found her
renge. A second salvo hit Glennon amidships and cut off
all power. After a third hit, Commander Johnson ordered
abandon ship: and the men were taken off in a landing
‘ernft. Glennon floated until 2145, 10 June 1044; then
relled over and sank. She suffered 25 lost and 38 wounded

Glennon was awarded two- battle  stars - for services

in World War II.

* History of American Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 3 ;
. Wash .
Naval Histor ical Center, 1968, ington:







The USS Glennon (DD-620) In October, 1942, prior to her final ritting out at
the New York Navy Yard. Thers is no flre-control! radar antenna on the main-
battery director above the pilothouse, and there are no depth charges In her
stern racks. She is also missing two twin 4Q-mm. 8ofors antiaircrart mounts
on her after gun piatform, HMHer after funnel! is covered, so only her forward
boilers are it off at this time, (offricial U.S. Navy Photograph.)







Summary of Command ing Officers

Highest
Dates* Rank
Cdr. Floyd Charles Camp, USN 10/8/#2-87307#3 Captain
{1904-19541 )
Cdr. Clifford Arthur Johnson, USN 8/30/43-6/10/ 44 Captain

(1910=-1972)
ok %k % X & & X ¥ &
* Source: The ship's Deck Logs/War Diary at the National Archives
! Captain Camp's date of death is not on file at the U.S. Naval

Academy, but his passing was noted by the secretary for the
Class of 1927 in the May 1954 jissues of Shipmate magazine.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 1998
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Captain Floyd Charles Camp, United States Navy

Floyd Charles Camp was born in Yellville, Arkansas, on December 4, 1304,
he entered the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from Arkansas, in
1923. Graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engi-
neering and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1927, he subsequently advanced in
rank to Captain, his date of rank March 20, 194S.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1927, he had duty
afloat until 1929, serving successively in the USS MEDUSA, of Training Squad-
ron 2, Fleet Base Force; the USS MARYLAND, operating with Battleship Division
5, Battle Fleet; the USS GALVESTON, a unit of Special Service Squadron. He
returned to the United States and early in 1930 was again ordered to sea,
serving for four years on Asiatic Station, in the USS JOHN D. FORD, a unit of
Destroyer Division 43, operating on Yangtze Patrol.

Instruction in General Line duties at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis,
Maryland, was followed by duty in the USS NEW MEXICO, from Division 3, Battle
Force. Detached from the NEW MEXICO, he reported to the Navy Department,
Washington, D.C., for duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.
While there, he also served as a Naval Aide at the White House.

Late in 1939 he was ordered to Asiatic Station, and served first as Execu-
tive Officer and Navigator of the USS MINDANAO, and later in the USS MAREBLE-
HEAD, prior to and during the early period of World War II, until the summer of
1942, when he returned to the United States.

He has the Ribbon for, and a facsimile of the Navy Unit Commendation
awarded the USS MARBLEHEAD for "outstanding heroism in action against enemy
aircraft in the Java Sea Area on February 4, 1942..... "

Fitting out the USS GLENNON at the Federal Shipbuilding and Drydock Com-
pany, Kearny, New Jersey, he commanded that destroyer from her commissioning,
October 8, 1942, until August 1943, while she operated on trans-Atlantic Convoy
duty and later participated in the Sicilian Invasion.

He received a Letter of Commendation (with Ribbon) from the Secretary of
the Navy for "outstanding performance of duty as Commanding Officer of a United
States vessel during the amphibiocus assault on the Island of Sicily from July
10 to 12, 1943...... " The citation states that he "provided accurate and ef-
fective gunfire support for the initial landing of the Allied Assault Forces
at Gela and.....materially assisted in the rapid advance of our troops..... "

Returning to the United States, he reported to the USS EVANS, building
at the Gulf Shipbuilding Company Yards, Chickasaw, Alabama, and assumed command
at her commissioning at Mobile, Alabama, on December 11, 1943. Arriving at
Pearl Harbor, T. H., in March 1944, that destroyer joined Task Group 57.8, and
conducted independent antisubmarine patrols in the Marshall Islands, and par-
ticipated in the Marianas Operation.

Relieved of command of the EVANS on November 1, 1944, he reported for a
tour of duty in the Training Division of the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy
Department, where he remained throughout the war, and until March 1947. He next
commanded the USS NANTAHATA (AO 60), and after two years in that command was
ordered to the University of Utah where he was Professor of Naval Science in the
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, from September 1948 to June 1951.
In July 1951 he reported to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Depart-
ment of the Navy, preparatory to his assignment as U.S. Naval Attache and U.S.
Naval Attache for Air to Belgrade, Yugoslavia. On February 19, 1952, he was
ordered to duty as Inspector of Naval Recruiting and Naval Officer Procurement,
First Naval Recruiting Area, New York, New York.



In addition to the Commendation Ribbon and the Ribbon for the Navy Unit
Commendation to the USS MARBLEHEAD, Captain Camp has the Second Nicaraguan
Campaign Medal, the Yangtze Campaign Medal; the American Defense Service
Medal; the American Campaign Medal; European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; Philippine Defense Ribbon; Philippine
Liberation Ribbon; and the World War II Victory Medal.

His official address is in care of the Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
His next of kin is his sister, Mrs. M. C. Gaar, who resides at 4283 White-
haven, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Captain Camp is a member of the Army-Navy Club, Washington, D.C., and
the Army-Navy Country Club, Arlington, Virginia.

* * k k k * * *

NAVY Biographies Section, 0I-023
17 July 1953

Retyped 30 October 1998 by E. Andrew Wilde, Jr. from a copy ob-
tained at the U.S. Naval Historical Center, Operational Archives,
Washington Navy Yard.
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Itiinois

C

ifford Johnson
Loses Destroyer
in French Battle

Barrington School Graduate
Battles Enemy on Coast
on D-Da;

y, June 6

A Barrington family was the sub-
ject of world-wide press reports in
recent days when the news was
given out by  military authorities
that Commander Clifford A. John-
son, 32, graduate of Barrington
High school, class of 1927, lost his
ghip, the destroyer U.S.S. Glennon,
in action during the invasion of
Normandy on D-Day, June 6. His
ship was one of only three destroy-
ers reported loast during the in-
vasion.

The Glennon, a modern ship
built since 1940, was one of the
first' vessels to approach the in-
vasion area. The commander, when
interviewed Saturday during his
visit in Barrington, said that his
men sent several hundred rounds
of ammunition from five-inch guns
into German fortifications on the
beach before an explosion at the
stern caused the ship to sink slowly
in shallow water in the Bay of
Seine,

Epemy shelis fell all around the
destroyer and there were a num-
ber of casualties in wounded and
dead. The ship wasg set on fire by
the hot flylng steel and by the ex-
plosion. Rescae boats picked up
most of the men, leaving only a
skeleton crew. Repalrs were at-
tempted doring the night but the
following morning orders were
given hy the commander to abandon
the ahip completely.

The commander i8 now wajting
for another ship to be placed under
kis command for action against
the enemy.

:

Life Story of Commander
Commander Johnson was born in
Minneapolis, Minn., the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Johnson. The fam-
i1y came to Barrington in 1926 and
the commander attended Barring-
‘ton High school during his junior
and senior year, graduating in 1927.
Following graduation he attended

- the University of Illinois for a year.

Then he went to the Naval academy
at Annapolls, graduating fn 1932,
Several years were spent on the
U.8.8.. Texas battleship, and a year
on the U.8.8. New Mexico battle-
ship, For about iwo and :one-lialf
years Johnson was attached to an
Asiatic station, returning in 13937.
Then he served for two years on
the U.3.8. Somers, a destroyer, as
lHeutenant Junior grade.

After doing post gradusate work
at Annapolis in 1939, he was sta-
tioned on the U.S.8. Phillip, a de-
stroyer on the West coast, as a
gunnery officer and first lieutenant.
During 1940 to 1942 he served in
communications, Navy department.
‘Washington, D.C. :

Early in 1942 he went 10 sea as
executive officer on the U.S.8. Glen-
nou and remained on the ship un-
til it was sunk by enemy action.
He became commander of the ship
in September, 1943. The destroyer
engaged in action in the Mediter-
ranean and in the Sicilian cam-
peign over a period of at least two
Years. :

In 1934 the commander married
Miss Josephine Graff of Baitimore.
The couple have two children, Anne
Carole, nine, and Clifford Arthur
Jr. six. The tamily resides at 615
North Lakewood avenue, Balti-
more,

The commsander and his family
arrived in Barrington early last
week and stayed with his sister,
Mrs. Edward Schroeder and his
parents, at 200 Grove avenue until
Monday evening when they went to
Fort Brady, Mich., to visit his sister
and her husband, Captain Willlam
Hagstrom for several days before
returning east







This starboard quarter view shows how the USS Glennon (DD-620)} looked when she was commissionsd in Octo-
ber, 1942, before her final fitting out, The two clusters of Four tanks mounted on her stern are chemi-
cal smoke generators. When compressed alr was mixed with the toxic chemicals in these tanks it produced
a dense white smoka, sort of an artificial chemical fog, which could screen Friendly ships from the ene-
The two 5-inch gun mounts shown were designated Mounts Nos. 3 & 4. (OffFicial U.S. Navy Photograph}

my.







Excerpt from Destrovers in Action
by Richard A. Shafter.*

“4 Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Mention the word and the laymap’s
mind will conjure up 2 picrure of a lirtle ship steam-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy bartlewagon’s heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the licle ship is tossing Like a cork, with the white
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starboard. There are a couple of
splashes on her portside and 2 moment later appear the
hubbling wakes of the tn fish she has sent on their
voyage of destruction. And a short while later there
is a terrific crash. The enemy’s sides and decks are
clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards apart. And another naval
bartle is won.

It is an inspiring picrure that has adorned meny a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it’s even more romantc than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “tincan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it's most versadle. If Kipling's erack
about the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she’s 3 work-
horse.”

Pulling binder, hay ng, threshing machine or the
“democrar” for the family on its way to church, it’s
all one to 2 farmer’s workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine parrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed partern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater raider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on a convoy of merchantmen: running breath-
lessly and tongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and then tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might instal] g pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
horned eggs to drop in waters the enemy's fieet is cer-
tain to traverse. Then z2gain, they might give her a

*New York: Cornell Maritime Press, 1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out to sweep the
channels leading to a new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown there, and
then the next day converr her into a fast transport and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yet on their way with reen-
farcements, supplies, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
thar has landed them will stand by 1o give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of.

Then again, on duty with a task force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the acruzl engagement begins, throwing 2 smoke
screen around the carrier or bartlewagon to spoil the
enemy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
battleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
thar causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it’s the destroyer
thac rushes in close, though the heat may blister what
patches of paint are still left on her sea-birten plates,
and rakes off the men still left alive after the unsuc-
cessful bartle to save their doomed ship. As the hull of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the tde,
a roanng inferno, yet still floating, it is the destroyer’s
joh to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bottom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands.

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are 3 desroyer’s lor. Many a flier, shot down by ack-
ack, or forced down in a gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefatigable DD would not
give up the search. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gallons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid to 2
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DD’s do it!” has almost become axiomatic
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverabiliry, cheir relatively high firepower

OVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy’s true “expendables.”

The spiric of the little ships reflects itself in that of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bit aparc from che
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man might ger a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yet the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it's a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his pardcular trade imposes upon him. He’s
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “sofdes.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Patrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. But let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn’t ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed action, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nutshell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on 2 big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gorta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of writng like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a little ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of duty
aboard 2 DD he wrote:

“A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Battleships are 2 little like steel cides or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields,

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clean lines of her, in
her speed and roughness, in her curious gallantry.”



The U.5.S, Glennon (DD-620) (Lt. Comdr. Fioyd C. Camp, USN) after her final ritting out at the New York

Navy Yard, October 22, 1942. Due to armament changes from earl!ier Gleaves-class vessels (rour S5-iIn./38
mounts Instead or frive, and five torpedo tubes Instead of ten) the Glennon /s also Ilsted as a Bristol-
class destroyer. Two twin 4O-mm, Bofors ant 'aircraft mounts have been Installed on her after gun plat-
form, and a fire-control radar antenna has been mounted atop the Mark 37 dlrector over the plliothouse.

Length Overall

Standard Displacement 1,620 tons Drart 171y~
3ugtyn Shaft Horsepower 50,000 H.P.
36”7 Rated Speed 37 knots

Beam

(orriclal U.S. Navy Photograph. )







The 40-mm B8ofors gun fired a two-pound explosive shal! with an erfective range
of about 2,800 yards. It was primarily an antiaircraft weapon, but destroyers
also used their #0-mm's against enemy strongpoints whaen they provided close=in
gunfire support during landings. The gun crew for a twin mount consisted of a
pointer, a trainer, a gun captain and four loaders (two for each barrel!). The
Bofors was capable of friring about 160 rounds/barrel/minute, but the number af
rounds actually rfired depended on the abil ity of the loaders to provide an un-
interrupted supply of ammunition, (Oorricial U.S. Navy photograph.)







End HO# GESYIETIM 98 OL b

HAYMDOLOHG IVIDIAE T

§
et

.

{New York Navy Yard, 5/24/83) This view of the Glennon shows an SA air-search
radar antenna atop the mast and, below it, the curved ("barrel stave®) antenna
for an 3G surface-search radar. A Mk 12 fire-control radar antenna is mounted
on the Mk 37 main=battery director over the pilothouse, (U.S, Navy Photo)
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(New York Navy Yard, 4/1/43) Looking art at the Glennon's quilntuple torpedo-
tube mount located amidships betwsen the two stacks. In World VWar Il the Na-
vy'!s standard surface-ship torpedo, for use only against surface targets, was
24 feet long and 2t In. in diameter, It carried an 825-lb. warhead and had a
range of 6,000 to 15,000 yards, depending on the spesd setting (26}, 33 or 45
knots ). (orricial V.8, Navy Photograph.)
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(New York Navy Yard, 5/24/43) Looking forward at the Glennon'!s after stack
from the top of 5=in. Mount No, 3, The two twin 40-mm Bofors mounts on the
after gun platform are in the foregqround, along with their associated Mk 51
directors. Note the paired vertical tubes on the shielding surrounding the
20=-mm. guns abreast the stack. The taller, inboard, tubes were for storing
spare qun barrels, while the wider ones, called ®dip pots,” could be filled
with water and used to cool overheated barrels. The curved metal rods over
these guns prevented them from being flred accidently into the ship's masts
or superstructure. (Official U.S. Navy Photograph.)
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In 1541 tha 20-mm Oerl ikon air-cocled machine gun began to replace the .50=cal.
water-cooled machine gqun as the Navy's standard | ight antiaircraft weapon., (It
was also called a machine cannon because it rired explosive shells.) This sar-
Iy Mark 4 version with an open=ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunnar,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage} and two loaders.
When fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data. The Oerl/ikon had an effective range
of 1,800 yards and flred at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (Official USN Photo.)







Uv.5.5. Glennon (DD-620)
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on 11 July 1943 (D-day plus 1) the Giennon provided gunfire support for U.S.
troops at the Gela beaches on Sicily's southern coast. The ship received high
praise Por her action against German tanks and machine gun nests From VAdm. H,
K, Hewitt, Commander U.S. Naval! Forces, Northwest APrican Waters:
"The U/.5.5. GLENNON by exceilent teamwork with the shore fire control par-
ty, extremely accurate shooting at shore objectives and general outstand-
ing conduct throughout contributed materially to the success of the opora-
tion. Accurate gunfire was maintained while subject to Prequent aircraft
attack, and the vessel/ may have shot down two enemy planes in addition to
neutral izing shore objectives.”

The Glannon was strafed by enemy planes a Ffew weeks later at Palermo, on §i-
cily's northern coast. Seven were wounded, but no one was killed.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
May, 1999
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REPROCUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Al6-3/A9 U. S. S. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (015)

—OONFERRMET AT~ 1 July 1943,

From: The Commanding Officer.

To: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via: (1) The Commander Destroyer Squadron SEVENTEEN.

(2) The Commander Task Force 81.

(3) The Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Northwest
Africen Waters (Commender Western Task Force,
Operation Bigot Husky).,.

Sub ject: Actlon report on Operation SR Husky.
Reference: (a) U.S. Navy Regulations Article #7112,

(b) Comnavnaw Ltr. A2-11/A16-3 Serial 0120 of

. June 6, 1943,
(o) Western Naval Task Force Operation Plan 2-43

of 26 May, 1943,

(d) Task Force 8l Operation Order G-43 of 29
June 1943,

(e) Commander Destroyer Squadron 17 Ltr. Alé6=3(EC)
Serial 0035 of 2 July 1943,

1. For Operation Husky, this ocommand was attached to
end operated with Task Force 81 in Task Groups 81,6 and 81,5 in
accordance with references (a), (b) and (o). 4 narrative report
in accordance with reference (a) and (b) follows.

2e Operation Busky commenced for this commsand 25 May
1943, on which date I reported to Comphiblant for duty. The period
25 Mey - 6 June was spent in preparation and training for the
subject operation. Ten gunnery exercises, including surface, anti-
aircraft, and shore bombardment, were conducted, using all armament
on board except torpedces which had been fired a short time before.
All emmunition was received, including gpecial emmunition for this
operation. The ship was fueled and provisioned to capaclty. A
total complement of 16 officers and 265 men were aboard. The ship
vwas considered ready for any operation for which it had been

designated,

3. On 7 June 1943, I sailed from Hampton Roada es a
unit of the inner screen of Task Force 65, under ocommsnd of Vice
Admiral KIRK, U.3. Navy. The ship was exercised in all depvartments,
dally, with emphasis on shore bombardment and anti-aircraft fire
control. Test firing of all guns were conducted, including 5"-38
white phosphorous smolce projectiles. The trip was made without
incident or enemy action detected by this command.



U. S. S. GLENNON (DD620)

A16-3/A9
Serial (015)

—SONTT BRIt L, July 1943.
Subject: Action report on Operation- Husky.

Lo On 16 June orders were received detaching the
USS NELSON (CDS-17) and the USS GIENNON to escort the USS BOISE
and USS SAVAIINAH to proceed to Alglers, via Mers-el-Kébir, at
1100Z/17, to arrive prior to 0800B/21 June and report to CTF 81,
These orders were carried out without incident or enemy action.

S5e The period 21 June - 6 July was spent in the
conduct of patrols off the Harbor of Algiers under direction of
His British Uamjesty's Naval Commander at Alglers. During this
period, a search was made for enemy submarine which had  torpedoed
and sunk LST 387 tlhree mliles off Dellys Bay. No results were
obtained. Later eye witness reports by observers indicated the
submarine actually had been a mine. Also, a British merchant
tanker, the ABBEY DALE, was escorted safely to port after having
been torpedoed 50 miles east by north of Algiers. A praoctice
landing by CTF 81 was conducted on beach NW of Alglers., Very
1itt le engineering overhaul was possible during this periocd due
to continued interruptions. No repairs were urgently required,
except for certain radar equipment. There were no radar experts

avallable.

6. At 1500, 6 July, (Hote: All times Baker to end
of report) the USS GLENNON was underway on signal from CDS-17 to
conduct anti-sub marine sweep of Task Force 8l.2 sortle from
Alglers for Dime Assault Area. At 1645, 6 July, detached Ifrom
gaweep group to screen USS BOISE and USS SAVANNAH'to Join covering
Task Group 80.2 Reported to USS BOISE for duty at 1720, sighted
and joined Covering Group at 1800, was detached and proceeded and
took station in anti-submerine soreen in Task Force 81.2 standing
out of Algiers. The USS SAVANNAH and USS BOISE joined at 0835, 9th.
The trip from Algiers to Gozo was made without incident or enenmy

action.

7 (Note: All times Baker.) Upon passing Gozo abeam
to starboard, distance 6 miles, at 1915, 9 July, the Dime Assault
approach disposition was formed. I adjusted position in screen to
cover sector on starboard beam. At this point, remaining groups
proceeding Dime Asseault Area, Force 81 joined convoy. At 2028!
went to General Quarters. At 2255, noted first signs of activity
on the meinland of Sicily behind the Gela-Scoglitil Seoctor.
Numerous flares and violent anti-alrcraft machine gun fire was
believed to be an enemy action to repulse US Army para-troopers
landing as the Diversion Force. At 2355, gighted HMS SHAKESFERE

beacon light, bearing 355 degrees (T). At 0013, transporta E--F
-— 2 -



Al6-3/49 U. S. 8. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (015)

~SONFEDINPFA T 14 July 1943,
Subject: Action report on Operation SR Husky,

executed change of course to 314 degrees (T), the lins of
departure. At 0020, reached line of departure and patrolled
area until last shlp in line, the USS BOISE, had turned and
stopped. At 0025, proceeded on reverse of approach course to
position 10,000 yards, bearing 224 degrees %g) from USS BOISE,
passing around end of 1ST, 1CI groups still on approach course.
Completed sweep at 0100 and commenced figure elight patrol

] L
with USS MURPHY, USS BUTLER and USS BERNADOU,. at 0245, H-hour,
D-day. At 0325, noted naval gunfire, apparently against Dime
beaches, shore batterles, and searchlights. At OLL5, noted un-
ldentified explosion which sent smoke and flames several hundred
feet into the air about 15,000 yards in direction of Licata,
At 1700, bombs were noted falling in water inside transport area,
no planes were sighted. At 1845, air attack on eonvoy; moved into
transport area. Only one plane, JU88, was sighted headed inshore.
Attack ended. Returned to former patrol.

8. D plus 1, July 1llth. At 0505, left outer patrol
area to relleve US3 JEFFERS as destroyer fire support Task Group
85.2, reporting tc USS BOISE at 0530 on right flank of Dime
Assault Area. At 0650, sighted 3 unindentified planes. At 0651,
bombs were seen dropping in left flank of transport area. Planes
beyond range before bombs seen dropping, thug identifying them,
Did not fire. (Note:; All communications noted were with Shore
Fire Control Party #5, Dime Attack Force.). At 0750, dstablished
compunication with Shore Fire Control Party. At 0845, received
fire designation in H336345. At 0847, ready to open fire, salvo 1.
At 0850, received word from Shore Fire Control Party that they hed
to close down. Did not resume fire due to unclear situation. At
0917, regained contact with Shore Fire Control Party #5 with
following message "Enemy counter attack, need all support available,"
followed by request for air spot and fire by cruiser. Message was
relayed to USS BOISE with answer that ailr spot was not available
due to lack of fighter cover by plane., At 0927, received fire
support designation H338337. At 0929, first salvo, 5"438, four
guns, At 0932, spot up 400. At 0933, second salvo, At 0934, spot
no change. Third salvo. At 0937, no change, rapld fire. At 0938,
rapld fire for one minute., At 0940, spot up loo, left 500, At
0941, rapid fire one minute. At 0942, left 200. 0943, rapid fire
for one minute. 0944, no change. Reversed course, 0948, rapid
fire for one minute. 0949, down 200, 1 salvo. 0950, salvo. 0951,
down 400, left 100. 0953, salvo. 0954, down 200, left 4LOO. 0954,
salvo. 0955, down 200. 0956, salvo. 0957, no change, rapid fire
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A16=3/A9 U. S. S. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (015) -

—GONEE R R A U July 1943.
Subject: Action report on Operation I Husky.

0957, resumed rapid fire for one minute., 1000, received message,
"Suspend fire; tanks attacking; wait." Phase completed, having
expended 193 rounds 5"-38 ammunition. at 1543, sighted flight
of 24 JU88's approaching left flamk of transport area. 1547,
commenced firing. 1549, ceased firing. Expended 65 rounds 5"-38,
4 rounds 4OMM, and 100 rounds 20 MM. One U.S. merchantman in
left flank area burning apparently damaged by bomb hits. One
plane noted orashing in flames. At 14,0, two enemy dive bombers
geen attacking shipping in transport area; unable to fire due
to proximity of own ships. At 1700, ome TU.S. merchant vessel,
previously damaged, blew up and sank, causing fire to break out
on snother U.S. merchantman ROBERT ROWAN, At 1925, the USS
¥ LANAHAN senk U.S. merchant vessel, ROBERT ROWAN, to prevent
damage to other ships by explosion. At 1945, a flight of 18 enemy
bambers sighted, commenced firing. 1950, ceased firing, no hits
observed by alrcraft or ships. 2020, recelved urgent flre
designetion from SFCP #5 in H330330. 2025, first salvo. 2029,
spot dgwn 200, right 500. 2030, second salvo. 2032, up 300 right
500, 2%33, third salvo. 2034, right 100, rapid fire. 2035, resumed
rapid fire for one minute. 2037, up 100 rapld fire. 2039, resumned
repid fire one minute. 2040, up 300, rapid fire, 2041, resumed
rapid fire, one minute. 2043, up 500, repid f£ire., Commenced 180
degree turn. 2048, completed turn resumed rapid fire, 2054, right
300. 2055, one salvo. 2056, no change, rapid flre. Resumed rapid
fire for one minute. 2057, "Cease firing. Good Shooting." 2109,
new target designation recelyed. 2109, commenced 180 degree turn.
2113, first salvo, 2116, spot no change. 2117, second salvo.
2118, received from Shore Fire Control Party Five, "Cease firing,
too dark, thanks. The last targets were machine gun nests.™
165 rounds expended, no casualtles, 2130, darimeas get in,.bright
moon. At 2150, bombs were seen to land about 100 yards on the
gtarboard quarter and the noise of a dive bomber plamne pullling
out was heard. Went to General Quarters. 2200, enemy planes
dropped three flares in immediate vicinity. EKttacks were noted on
other sections of area. Commenced fire on planes wherever seen.
2203, had three successlve additional attacks by single dive
bombers. All guns bearing fired on attacking planes. Each plane
dropped a stlck of two or three bombs, estimated as 500 1lb.
delayed action bombs. The first lended 75 yards astern, the second
75 yards on the port bow and the third 100 yards abeam to gtarboard.
No damage was sustained, probably due to delayed action of-fuses
bursting charges underwater. No hits on other surface craft were
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Subject: Action report on Operation B Husky.

——-——-———————-—————-—_

noted. Three planes were seen falling in flames. Possible hits
were claimed by crews of both 40 1M and 20 MM. 2315 attacks ended
word rece;ved that friendly night fighter cover was overhead, ’
Cease qirlng was given, secured from General Quarters, set
Condition II, MA. Ammunition expendlture, 210 rounds 5%"-38
caliber, 280 rounds 40 M, 1200 rounds 20 MM, 2350, warning
recelved of possible E-boat attack. Smoke screen layed by

destroyers in soreen.

9. D plus 2, 12 July. At 0734 received target
designation from shore fire control party five, H338-334. 0739,
firat salvo., 0743, cease firing. 0802, no further communication
from shore fire control party five. Four rounds 538 expended,
0900, 50% emunition remaining, relieved of shore fire su port
duty by the USS HERNDON and directed to report to CTU 86.6.2 for
inner anti-submearine screen. Closed USS NELSQN for receipt of
communications concerning soreen and laying of mine field.
Proceeded and reported to CTU 86.6.2 for acreening duty. At 1604, Te-
ceived instructions from CTU 86.6.2 to screen eastern'half of
area inside mine fisld end to keep vessels from pessing through
newly layed mine field from inside, dus to lack of knowledge con-
cerning 1t. 1700, floating mine sighted, attempts to sink by gun-
fire unsuccessful. Sighted another mine a ashort distance from the
first. Reported position to CTF 8l and requested mine disposal
vessel. At 1715, recelved orders to close CTG 86.6. On closing
CTF 86.6 at 1737, sighted enemy d&ive bombers estimated at twelve
in number. Went to General Quarters and closed convoy. Unable to
open fire due to proximity of planes to own ships. Three enemy
planes seen shot down. 1805, alr attack over, secured fram

General Quurters, set Condition II MS,

10, Recelved orders to screen sortie and proceed with
Task Group 8l.2. 1848, commenced sortis, screening starboard
beam of convoy standing out of northwest swept channel Gela.
2058, convoy formed, proceeding to Algiers. Soreen consisting of
USS NELSN (CDS-17)-Commander Screen), USS GLENNON, USS JEFFERS
and four ships of Desron 7. Return trip made wlthout incident or

action with enemy. Arrived off Alglers 0600B/15.

11. Comments on Operation - Huskys

(a) General. The operation was enormous in its
scope and number of vessels of all types and descriptions lnvolved.



A1 6-3/A9 U. S. S. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (015)

— SRR — 1, July 1943.
Subject: Action report on Operation [l Husky.

The routing of convoys was particularly good. The approach from
Gozo to the Dime Assault Area by CTF 81 was an excellent maneuver,
executed well in spite of heavy seas for the small craft involved.
No confusion during the approach was noted et any time, It was

a pleasure to operate with a force so well planned and coordinated.

(b) Personnel. In spite of the fact that this
vessel had not seen action before, the battls performance of the
officers and crew was excellent without exception. During all
alrcraft attecks, officers and men remained at their posts and
did thelr jobs excellently. There was no loss of control over the
personnel at any time. In separate correspondence, the shore
bomberdment fire control group on board are being commended for
their excellent performemce. The longest single perliod at General
Quarters was 10 hours. During one perlod a total of 20 out of 24
hours were spent at General Quarters. :

(¢) Guonery. The shore bombardment went off vwery
well indeed in spite of communications. (See "Communicatlions,
under (d).) Only praise was forthcoming from the shore fire
control group. The anti-alreraft sltuation was not good. The
problem was difficult due to close proximity of mountains from
which to epproach. It was further complicated by not knowlng whose
planes were in the alr. Oftem fire had %o be held until bombs
dropped because the situatlon regarding own air cover was not
known. Many enemy attacks were dellvered without Force warning.
Radar contrcl was hopeless due to high mountalns on approach
bearings. It is recommended that in future operations of this
nature, alrcraft spotters be landed ashore to take up points of
vantage to warn of approaching enemy gircraft, too much reliance
not being placed on redar. More experience with enemy 'planes
would have undoubtedly helped the situation.

The 5"-38 and MG battery performances were excellent. All
firing wes done quickly without casualty in 5%.38 and with only
minor stoppages on the 20 LN, which wes quickly cleared.

The anti-aircraft fire apparently did some good because with
approximately 200 planes of all types attacking, only & bomb hits
were noted while seven enemy planes were definitely seen shot down.

(d) Communicatlions. Conmunications generally were

fair. The plan looked satistactory at the outset. Interference by a
hermonic of a frequency used by CTF 81 was very bad on 5100 kcs.,
g interference blanked

the ship-shore fire control circult. Thi
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Subject: Action report on Operation JJJENJ} Husky.

out communications entirely at times and was partiocularly
disturbing to comparatively inexperienced operators on shore,
The TBS oircuit wes used too much for routine work and
reports which made 1ts use for contact reports impossible at
times. This circuit is most disturbing on the bridge when used
24 hours a day for blasting reports which are of no concern to
the commanding officers of 90% of the ships. It 1s recommended
that this circuit be used only as a contact, maneuvering and
combat circuit in future operations where ships performing

different operations are involved.

{e) Damage Control. No damage suffered. The repair
parties were used to clear 5"-38 empties and prepare and serve

meals while crew was at General Quarters.

(f) Engineering, The Engineering department
operated without casualty except for minor electrical grounds due

to shock of firing.

{g) Hull. Minor damage was sustained by gun blast,
particularly in bridge structure from #2 gun firing aft.

{h) Medical. No serious persomnel injuries were
sulffered. Ten men were treated for superficiaml blast burns and

cark in eyes.

(1) Navigation. All routes set down in appendix
T to reference (d) were fo wed. No navigational difficulties
were encountered, For shore bombardment, navigational beacons
or markers, located on assault beach would have been of aid.

For long periods of bombardment as in this case, they would
have been worth while because it was difficult from all positions

to fix the ship due to obstructions between this vessel and
known navigational marks.

1z2. The Executive Officer's report is incorporated
herein and no separate report will be submitted.

Tl st

Cominch: Original via chain of comm&nd, 1 copy direct.
Comnavnaw {1)

Comphibnaw (1)
cier 10 -BECRET

Copies:






ANTI-AIRCRAFT ACTION BY SURFACE SEIL

Location of ship _GELA {Operation Hugky) U.S.S. GIENNON ( )

DD620
Date _July 11, 1943

Attack conmenced at 2200,

NOTES

(a) REPEL ATTACK FIRST - Then oolleot data for this report!

(b) Do not "Gun Deck" this report - if data ocannot be estimated
with reasonable accuracy enter dash in apace for whioh no
data 1s available,

(c) These sheets are to be filled out immedintely after action is
oonpleted with data available from ship's log, memory, and
congultation with ship's offioers, Information is essential
in order that the effectiveness of our equipment can be deter-
mined. Where data is of doubtful accuracy fill in with general
terns, The obtaining of this information must not be allowed
in any way to adversely affect the handling of equipment during

action.

1. SURPRISE ATTACK (Yes or No} Yes .,
2, UETHOD OF PICKING PLANE UP Naked eye ’

3., RANGE PLANE WAS PICKED UP Less than 5 miles .

L, NUMBER OF PLANES - .
5, TYPE OF PLANE Mediun bopber . TYPE OF ATTACK Night, low level,

6. SPEED AND ALTITUDE Low and fast .

GUNS FIRING Size /38, MM, 20 MM,
51 o dir-
t,

T
NUMBER _j-5", 2~40 ﬁﬁ, 5w20 . Method of control
ector, borrage fire, 40 MM - director, 20 MM, MK1L sigh

8, AMMUNITION EXPENDED 210 ro ds specisal 5%"/138 0 rpunds
1400 rounds 20 MM,
9., FERCENT SERVICE ALLOWANCE IZZPTNDID 5"-5gﬁ, 40 MMLQ%, 20 MM-zﬁ,

10, APPROXIMATE TIME TRACKINZ TO FIR3T SHOT - .

11. APFROXIMATE TIME OF FIRST HITS - .
12, APFROXTMATE TIME FIRST SHOT TO LAST SHOT _ope hour .

13, APPROXIMATE POSITION ANGLE OFEN FIRE __ .

14, APFROXIMATE POSITION ANGLE CEASE FIRE . .

15, APPROXIMATE BEARING FIRST SHOT - .

16, APPROXIMATE BEARING IAST SHOT - . SFERE

17. APPROXIMATE RANGE FIRST SHOT 2000 yd, bearrage.



19,
20,
21,
32

23

2L .
25,
26,

APPROXTMATE ALTTTUDF OF NNVB RELEASE _‘ Byg; NARA Datewl
APPROXTMATE RANGE TORPZDO RELEASE __ -  SIZE OF TORPLJC -
HITS ON SHIP _Nome _ WAS SHIP STRAFED _N__c)__ SIZ% GUN - .

NUNBER OF NEAR BOMB MISSES 3 CASUALTIES FROM NEAR MISSES
Nono .

PLANES SHOT DOWN - Sure -  POSSIEIE _cme Damaged = .
By what slze gun 40 MM .

DETAILS OF DAMAGE TO TARGET BY GUNFIRE IF AVAILABLE .
PERFO MANCE OF AMMUNITION _Excellent .

PATTERN SIZES - .

SKETCH
(a) Indicate direction of attack reletive to ship's head.
b) Show relative position of sun.
¢) Indicate own maneuvers.

@ SPLASH

{Plane not
sean)

|- <&———— aTTACK

(No bombs
dropped)

(No bonbs
dropped)

Lt, Cdr., USN,
Commanding.

HHm




COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON SHVENTEEN DIM#tw
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

CDS-17/A16-3(AR) NE¥W YORE, N.Y.
Serial 059

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to: U.3.S. NELSON, Flagship,
CO0 GLENNON conf. 1tr. July 21, 1943,

Ale-3/A9 Serial 0l5 of
July 14, 1943,

—SONPEDET-TAE—
From: The Commander Destroyer Squadron SEVENTEELN.
To : The Commander Iin Chlef, U.S. Fleet.
Via : (1) The Commander Task Force 81.
{Naval Commander DIME Attack Force, Operations
HUSKY).

(2) The Naval Commander, Western Task Force.
(The Commander Task Force 80).
(3) The Commander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet.

Subject: Action report on Operation Nl Husky.

Reference: (f) CDS=-17 Conf, ltr. Al6~3, Serlal 040 of
July 14, 1943,
(g) CDS-17 Conf. ltr. P15, Serial 046 of
July 17, 1943.

l. The conduct of the U.S.3. GLENNON and the Com-
nending Officer of this ship throughout Operation HUSEKY was
outstanding. In reference (f) comment has been made on the
accuracy of fire support ships. It is considered the fire
of the U.S.S. GLENNON was extremely accurate and that the
sllencing of shore objectives by this accurate fire materially
contributed to the successful accomplisiment of the mission
of the DIME Attack Force, and continuwed landing of troops
and material on beaches assigned. It 1s all the more note-
worthy that this accuracy of fire was maintained during a
period in which several enemy aircraft attacks developed.
Subject ship was several times closely attacked by enemy
planes but no damage was sustalned,

2. In reference (g) the Squadron Commander recom-
mended Commanding Officer of the U.S.S5. GLENNON for a Navy
Cross for his conduct during Operations HUSEKY and this recom-
mendation is herewlth repeated.

OECLASSIFIED

1 Authority, o S
NARA Date 'SEGH'H'
Byli;?__ _ ;




COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON SEVENTEEN
CARE OF FLEET POST OFfICE

CDS-17/A16~3(AR) NEW YORK, N.Y.
Serial 059
=GO IEFD TP At July 21, 1943.
Subject: Action report on Operation il Husky.
" " "s. " " “Ine recommendation containegin paragraph 1l(c)

13 considered sound. All ships experiencdl great difficulty
in picking up alrcraft due to interference from high hills in
close proximity to the beamch. The identification radar did
not function properly due to this interference and, as stated
in the basic letter, fire was held too long at times because
of the uncertainty as to whether approaching planes werse
friendly or enemy, thus allowing enemy planes, in several
cases, to get to thelr bomb release points prior to be taken
uwnder fire. The concurrence 1s expressed in the recommenda-
tion that a plane identification group be landed with a shore
fire control party for the purpose of identifying approaching
e?gmy aireralft and the relaying of that information to ships
o shore.

4. The total ammunition expenditure for this ship.

wes given in reference (f).

D. L. MADEIRA.

Copy to:
CO GLENNON.

e ——

DECLASSIFIED
AutsoityY)

" 2 Yoy AL wenvate SECRET-




AlE=3

.. UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
serial: (391 NORTHWEST AFRICAN WATERS
P net , 7?'\_ ﬁﬂ 1 ]
SRR v | S VT U oL SEAN Il
'SECOND ENDORSEMERT to:

CO GLENNON Conf. Ltr. A16-3/
A9 (015) of July 14, 1943,

Froms Commander U, S. Naval Forces, Northwest African Waters,
To The Commander in Chief, United States Flset.
Sub jeot:

Action report on Operation HUSKY,.

1, Forwarded.

2e The U.3.5. GLENNON by excellent teamwork with the shore
fire control perty, extremely eccurate shooting at shore objeotives and
general outstanding conduct throughout contributed materislly to the

success of the operation., Accurate gunfire wes maintained while subject
to frequent aircraft attack and the vessel may have shot down two enemy
planes in addition to meutralizing shore objectives.

3 There is need for more timely warning to ships that enenyy
aircreft are approaching from over the land.

In future operations it is
intended to provide direct communication between the army aireraft warning
service and the ships near ‘the coast,

KN Bl

Copy to:
ComDesRon 17.
ComBthPhib.

CO USS GLENNOH.

438 §6h

FARERA

ye &

DECLASSIFIED







DECLASSIFIED
nvoity YV 988 133

Bylf%l IARA Date%&ﬂ

REFRODUCED AT THE FIATIOHAL ARCHIVES
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ACTION REPORT

USS GLENNON DD 620
SERIAL 019 | 3 AUGUST 1943

| ACT ION REPORT ,ENEMY AIR RAID ON PALERMO S ICHLY,
AUGUST 1 1943

ATTACK MADE BY 48 PLANES OF WHICH 4
CARRIED RAD!O CONTROLLED BOMBS -

54109

OFFICE 6F RAVall RLCORUS AND UIBRA






AutsorityY

Byéi};'_ NARA Date

DECLASSIFIED l

Al6-3/A9 U. 8. S. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (019)
—CONFIDENTTAT— August 3, 1943,
From: The Commanding Officer.
To The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via : (1) The Commander Destroyer Squadron SEVENTEEN.

(2) The Commnder Tagk Force 88, _
{3) The Commsnder, U.S. Naval Forces, Northwest
African Waters.

Subject: Action Report, enemy air raid on Palermo,
Sicily, August 1, 1943,

Reference: (a) U.S. Navy Regulations, Article 712.
(b) Comnavnaw ltr., A2-11/A16-3, Ser. 0120
of June 6, 1943,

1. At 0001, August 1, 1943, the USS GLENNON was
anchored in berth D=2, bearing 136°tT). 2960 yards from Molo
Nord, outer harbor, Palermo, Sicily operating under the tactical
command of Rear Admirel L. A. DAVISON, USN, Commander Crulser
Division 8 in the USS PHILADELPHIA, assigned as Commander Task
Force 88, The immediate duty assigned this command was escort
for cruisers.

2. Ato,07, flares were sighted over the inner
harbor, Palermo, Siclly. They were assumed to be flares dropped
from enemy aircraft. Alr raid imminent. No sir raid alarm was
recelved from any outside activity. 0408, Went to Gemeral Quar-
ters. 0412, Bombs noted falling in ipnner harbor. Planes heard
overhead, commenced firing barrage with 20 MM and 40 MM batteries.
0415, Anchor was at short stay., 0416, Ship in inner harbor hit
by bomb{s); commenced bturning; illumineted ad jacent area, 0430,
USS PHILADELFHIA end USS SAVANNAH underway. Heaved up anchor.
Bombs dropping in water, numerous places in outer harbor. 0432,
Making black smoke. 0433, Underway to screen crulsers. ZProceed-
ing slowly to avoid collision in smoke-filled anchorage area.
0436, Plane attack reported to port, low altitude glide attack.
HMS COLOMBO, anchored adjacent, straddled by near miss. Plane
passed overhead strafing starboard bridge wing of this vessel,

apparently with tail guns.

' 3. Two officers and six men were wounded; one
officer and two men seriously. The latter were removed to the
sound room to clear bridge deck and administer first aid. Medi-
cal officer administered first aid and men were carried below
by forward atretcher party to forward battle dressing station.

L. Alr attack continued. O440, Near bomb miss
astern, no damage. OA445, Ceased making black smoke. 0500,

-l~



Al6~3/A9 U. S. S. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (0197

—CONFEBENE A August 3, 1943.

Subject: Action Report, enemy air raid on Palermo,
Siecily, August 1, 1943.

Cleared enchorage area of outer harbor, commnenced screening
crulser, later identified as USS PHILADELPHTA. Used high speed
and radical turns to avoeild bombs. 0543, Sighted two high alti-
tude bombers overhead, German JU88's. 0545, Commenced firing
54/38 battery on planes last sighted. 0546, Ceased firing, out
of range. 0548, Another JU8B8& sighted overhead, 7500 feet; com=-
menced firing 5%"/38's. Hard right rudder to avoid bombs falling
ahead. 0549, Bomb splashes became more infrequent. 0610, Alr
raid was apparently over, ammunition expended: 5%/38, 72 rounds;
L0 MM, 760 rounds; 20 MM 1560 rounds. 0615, Followed the USS
PHILADELPHIA into port. 0646, Secured from General Quarters,
set Condition II, MA and at 0719 anchored in destroyer berth,
outer harbor, Palermo, Sieily.

5a Three enemy planes were observed shot down.
No hits on enemy aircraft claimed by this command.

6. General comments on action:

(a} Persomnel. There was no loss of control
over the orew at any tIme. All hands remained at their sta-
tions and carried out their orders without hegitation. Person-
nel wounded were replaced quickly. In this regard, it will be
noted that one quartermaster, one signalman, and one quarter-
master striker were among those wounded. This placed a heavy
load on the remsining bridge personnel.

_ (b) Gunnery. The presence of enemy alrocraft
was not detected until they were over the target and had dropped
flares. This undoubtedly indicates that as yet no air rald
warning or detection organization had been set up in the Palermo
area. Any success that the attacking aircraft scored could prob-
ably be attributed to this initial element of surprise as the only
hits were those scored early in the attack. Accurate tracking
and fire by the 5"/38 battery in this type of attack 1s quite
improbable as optics cannot be used end the design of the FD
redar 18 such that picking up a fast-moving airplane at short
rapges end staying on the target for more then seconds is impro-
bable., A high angle barrage, thrown up in the direction of an
approaching aircraft, would no doubt meet with more succest; but
in a crowded harbor, shrapnel and fragmentatlon from thls barrage
might cause serious demage to our own forces. Use of the MK 32
fused projectiles in a crowded harbor, and when near land occu=
pied by our own forces, will necessarily be restricted. Tor this
type of airoraft attack we have adopted a fixed directional
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Al6-3/A9 U. 8. S. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (019)

~CONFIPENDT AT August 3, 1943,

Subject: Actlon Report, enemy air raid on Palermo,
Sleily, August 1, 1943,

machine gun barrage, fired in the direction of approaching
aircraft which converges on any plane actually sighted. It

is believe that not only is there a strong chance of destroy-
lng any aircrafs attempting to pass through this barrage, btut
also that the tremendous amount of tracer fire put in the air
in any one direction, would discourage any aireraft from con-
tinuing its approach helow the range of those guns. This
machine gun fire however, presents the same problem of endan-
gering our own forces in the adjacent areas. The 20 MY pro-
Jectile is especielly dangerous since the fuse is not self-
destructive and explodes on impact Just as effectively when spent
as when it is initially fired. However, if fired at angles of
50 or 60 degrees, the range is generally sufficlent to carry

1t over and clear. The material performance of both the 5n /38
battery and the machine gun batteries was excellent. Except
for minor Jams and a 20 MM barrel that burst due to Premature
explosion, there were no casualties. Checking fire on the ma-
chine gun batteries is still somewhat of a problem, but much
better results are being obtained now than previously. It is
belleved that an effectively controlled radar end sound search-
light battery ashore, which would give the large caliber AA
guns a point of alm, would prove very successful against night
attacks of this nature. The advance range of both aireraft
fired on after daylight was out of range of the main battery.
The value of this fire is questionable; however, there is no
doubt that a large quantity of flak in the air proves discoura~

ging to the bomber crews.
(c) Hull and Damage Control. Only superficial

damage suffered.

(d) Engineering. The engineering department
operated efficiently and without casualty.

(e} Medical. This was the first experience
of this command in handling wounded. OFf these, there were
three serious and six minor cases. The battle dressing station,
as previously set up and ready, in the after crew's messing
compartment, was satigfactory. Carefully trained stretcher par-
tles functioned smoothly in removing two patients in stokes
gtretchers from the bridge level to the forward battle dressing
station. The three seriocusly wounded cases were attended first.
Morphine was administered and hemorrhage controlled. The six
minor cases were then given emergency dressings and five were
able to return to duty at once. The sixth had so many minor

-3 a



Al16-3/A9 U. S. S. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (019)

G ONF I PR AT August 3, 1943,

Subject: Action Report, enemy air rald on Palermo,
Sieily, August 1, 1943.
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puncture wounds that all were not dressed before the action

was oconcluded. The majority of wounds were from fragmentation
missles. One of the serious cases was in severe shock following
a puncture wound of the right lower abdomen. One unit of plasma
intravenously relieved the shock. An operative set up was made
for surgical exploration of the abdomen under spinal anesthesia,
Opportunity arose for transferring the three serlous cases to

a larger vessel., This precluded the necessity of exploratory
operation on this ship, since a fully equipped and staffed opera-
ting room could be reached quickly. Morphine syrettes upheld
their reputation for speed, convenience and efficiency. Other
first aid gear proved adequate in quantity and efficlency and
its present method of distribution and stowage.

(f) General. It 1s believed that insufficient
stress 18 placed upon enemy airoraft detection and destruction
during the first stages of taking over enemy controlled ports
in preparation for their use as our own advance bases. Had this
attack been & determined one, consisting of high eltitude bombers,
dive bombers, snd torpedo planes; had 1t been pressed home with
determination and coordination, it is likely that few of the 27
ships in the outer harbor would have gone undamaged. With enemy
ajrcraft approaching from behlnd a mountainous background, early
detection by shipborne radar is not likely. The aircraft in
this attack apparently used the land background as a screen be-
tween attacks. Radars on the peaks with sufficient shore-based
antli aircraft batteries would have been much more successful,

Copies to: Comineh (direct)
Comdesron 17
Comerudiv 8
Comnavnaw



DECLASSIFIED
Authority, ' '2.

CUilliAlDEN LLoIOYER SQUADRON SEVENTEEN By-ﬂ.;?.HAF.A Date
CARE OF FLEGT POST OFFICE ¢
NE# YORK, N.Y.

CDS~17/A16-3(AR)/A9
Serlal 070 U.S.3. NEISON, Flagship,

Auguat 7, 1943,
FTRST ENDORSEMENT to:

C.0. GLENNON Conf. ltr.

A16-3/A9 serial 019 of

August 3, 1943,

—CONFIDENT AL
From: The Commander Destroyer Squadron SEVENTEEN,
To : The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via : The Commander Task Force EIGHTY-EIGHT.

——
o
——

The Commander U.S. Naval Forces, Northwest
Africen Waters.

Subject: Action Repurt, enemy alr rald on Palermo,
Sicily, August 1, 1943.

1 . Forwarded.

2. The Commander Destroyer Squadren SEVENTEEN was
present at Palermo, Sicily during the ailr attack described
and also in other localities when attack was made by enemy
aircraft, He cammot quite agree wlth the general comment
made in paragraph 6(b) of the basiec letter as the paragraph
seems to intimate that anti-aircraft fire should be restricted
i1 there 1s a possibility of endangering ships which might
be under the anti-aircraft barrage due to fear of wounding
personnel or damaging ships from unexploded ammunition. To
the mind of the Squadron Commander the maximum barrage should
be placed 1in the air over these ships as protection even though
there is a chance of wounding some of the personnel of your
own forces. Generally during night attack aircraft cannot
be seen. The only protection against attacking aircraft 1is
to cover the alr over the protected ships with as dense a
quantity of flak as can be placed in the air, thus discouraging
any plane from flight through this flak. The danger to person-

nel of ovn forces must be accepted,



COMMANDER DisS'HOYER SQUADRON SEVENTEE| OF £l mar vsicepug 4 | ,

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
HEW YORK, N.X.

CD3~17/416-3(AR)/A9

Serianl Q70 Auvgust 7, 1943.
— SO A

Subject: Actlon Report, enemy air rald on Palermo,

Sicily, August 1, 1943..

- e W e e & & W W o s e o EE e a e - e ax W W T o e

During thls attack the GLENNON was strafed with
machine sun and 2uv miliimeter fire from an attaclting plane.
There were asveral casualties on the bridge but 1t 1s gratil-
fying to noto that the Medical Department went Into action
promptly and that casualties were expedltlousliy handled.

4, The Squadron Commander heartily agrees with the
discussion contained in paragraph 6(f).

D. L. MADETIRA,

Copy to: C.0. GLEINON.



UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

Al6-3/ 00-3h
Serial: 0296
Care Fleet Post Office,
GG M B T D L M e P e T New York, N.Y.,
16 october 1943.

SECOND ENDORSEVMENT to
CO U35 GLENNON conf.ltr.
Al6-3/A9 ger. 019 of
AuguSt 3 ’ l9l|.3-

From: he Commander Taslk Force EIGHTY-BIGHT,
Commander Crulser Division Eight).
The Commander in Chier, U.S. Flest.

To :
Via : The Commander U.S3. Naval Forces, Northwest
African Vaters.
Subject: Action Report, enemy air raid on Palermo,
Sicily, August 1, 1943.
1. Forwarded.,
2. The discussion under paragraphs 6 (b) and (f)

of bagic letter is misleading and the critioism of the shore
defenses is considered unjustified. Palermo fell on 22

July. The shore radar net was partly installed and function-
ing on the 30th but communication with the ships had not

been established due to shortage of radlo equipment occasioned

by the rapid advance of the 7th Army and the few roads available..

Any fallure to receive warnin% should be attributed to the
destroyers on outer patrol. he approach was made, however,

at low altitude to defeat radar detection.

3. From information obtalned from prisoners of
war participating in this raid and from observatlon it can
be definitely stated that the attack was made by forty-eight
planes of which four D0O-217's carried the pew radio controlled
bomb. The approach was made from the northwest Jjust off the
surface of the water and the attack at an altitude of 6,000
feet, except the D0-217's which flew at 12,000 feet. High
level, glide and dive bombing and strafing tactios were used.
The rald which lasted about an hour and forty mimutes was
made in four to six waves. Illumination by enemy flares and
by burning gascline and ammunition supplied by us was brilliant,
To the Task Force Commander the attack appeared well coordinated.
Enemy preparation included a beacon fire on the mountain side
kindled about one half hour prior to the attack. No lack of
determination on the nart of the enemy was apparent. Diving
Attack 1ln the restricted area of the harbor, the terrain of
which was undoubtedly well known, proved fatal to one plane
which crashed irnto the mountainside. Others of the last wave
lingered until dawn as did one DO-217 which proved unwise as

- 1 -



UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

A16-3/ 00-3Sh
Serial: 0296
16 October 1943.
GG Fos Te Do oo N Pm T ALy
Sub ject: Action Report, enemy air raid on Palermo,

Sicily, August 1, 1943..

the Spitfires shot them down. Xnown enemy losses sevell.

R/ B A

L. A. DAVIDSOMN..

Copy to:
CO US3 GLEMION.
ComDesRon 17.



UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
Al6-3 NORTHWEST AFRICAN WATERS

b4 MOV 1945

THIZD WIDORSEMENT to

CO USS GILEMIICN Conf.ltr.
A16-3/A9 Serial 019 of
3 August 1943,

Conmander U.5. Naval Forces, Northwest African Waters.

From:
To ¢ Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Subject: Action Report, enemy air raid on Palermo, Sicily,
1 August 1943,
1. Forwarded, concurring in second endorsement.
2. The indiscriminate use of 20 MM guns at unseen targets still

is a moot question. However, the use of self destroying 20 I8 projectiles,
previously recommended by this command, combined with strict fire discipline
will contribute to the solution of a difficult problem.

Copy to: .
ComCruDiv & SPENCER 5. LEWIS,
ComDesRon 17 Chief of Staff.

CO0 USS GLEILON :






V.5,5. Glennon (DD-620)

Muster Roll of the Crew, 6/30/u3!

ABELL, Emory Upton
ASELOVE, Martin Jay
ACKER, Florian L.
ACKWORTH, John Bernard
ADAIR, Louls Joseph
ADAMS, John Frankl in
AODAMS, Owen Lester
ADAMS, Thomas Cilirrord
ADKINS, Clarence, Jr.
ALEXANOER, Harley Edwin
ALLEN, Edward Hobson
ALLEN, Charles L,
ANDERSON, Paul LeRoy
ANDERSON, Theodore R.
ANDREGO, Tony Michae!
AANDT, Bernard Albert
AUGUSTINE, Paul Peter
AYRES, Ronald Wren
BAIRD, Wallace Randal!l
BAKER, Edward Ear/
BAKER, Robert Jay
BALAZ, Methodlus
BALDWIN, Charles ¥., Jr.
BALDWIN, Theodore (n)
BARLAG, Edward Anthony
BARNES, Merile Francis
BARR, John Thomas
BARTSCH, Ewald Theodore
BARTZ, Wallace Richard
BASSA, Lester (n)
BATTON, Robert w.
BECK, Dale Mark

BEGKOVICH, Nicholas Joseph

BEDFORD, James R.

BEHM, Jul fus (n)
BELMONT, Charles (n)
BENDLER, Walter L.
BERRIER, Andrew Loe
BEVILACQUA, Roger (n)
BIELSKI, Steve Edward
*BLACKWELL, Car! James
BLANCHARD, Frank J.
*BORODENCO, Alexander (n)
BRADBURY, George Reed
BRANDT, Wilbert John
BSROOM, Robert Frank
BROWN, Jack (n)

BROWN, James L.
BRUNELLE, Robert Michas!
BUCKLER, George Howard
BUCKLEY, John Alex
BUDNICK, Harry (n)
BUELL, Estil E.

BURNS, Will iam Robert
BUSH, Simon (n)
CARABETTA, Dominic Cosmo
CHURCH, John Charles

EM3c
S2¢
Stc
Ste
Ste
Ste
Cox
Ste
EM3c
Ste
S§C3c
RM3c
CTM
Ste
Ste
Ste
GM3c
BM2c
Stc
Ste
Cox
SF3c
S2c¢
Stc
Ste
Fte
Fle
Fece
F2c
Ste
S2c¢
Ste
File
MM1 c
SF3c
Ste
Ste
Fle
Flc
MM1 ¢
QMzc
8M2 ¢
S2¢
Yie
S2c¢
Sfc
RM3c
CEM
Stc
RdM3c
Ste
CMM
FC3c
CM3c
Ste
Stc
MMZ2o

CLEAVES, Vance H.

CLOUGH, Wendell Alfred, Jr,

COLLINS, Frank Willard
CONDIT, Oscar Monroe, Jr.
CORELL, PhIlip George
CORRING, Willlam P.
COTTLE, Benjamin F,

COX, Loren L.

CROFT, James Carlisle
CROWLEY, George Joseph
CUDA, Mertle James

CUNN INGHAM, James Joseph
CURE, Wwalter F.

CURT IS, Charles E.
DAGGITT, Albert Junior
DANELLA, Norman Edward
DAUBNER, Francis John
DAUGHTON, Philip James
DAV IDOVICH, Wailter (n)
DAV |DSON, Hugh E.

DAVIS, John William

DEATHRIDGE, James Lawrence

DE MOTT, William §.

DE V0SS, Vincent Audren
DIERSCH, Charies Martin
DOLIN, Ear! Edward
DOMEY, Thomas A.
DROEGE, Anthony Joseph
DUNGEY, Eilmer LaVern
DURANT, Richard W,
EOGERTON, Norman H., Jr.
ELLIOTT, Fred cC.
ELVERT, Jesse Maurice
EVANS, George Alban
FANCHER, Edgar Eari
FERRARO, Nicholas John
FISHER, Wward H.
FITZHUGH, Carme! Q.
FLEMING, Flo F.
FLIPPIN, Willls James
FRANKRONE, leonard C.
FREDDA, Joseph

FRIEDEL, Leonard 4.
FYE, Richard Lewis
GALOP, Paul J.

GAMBLE, Robert Allen
GARDNER, Donald Gordon
GARRATE, Cyril John
GARRISON, nAn wgn
GATES, Freeman Edwin
GILBERT, Wallace J.
GOLDSTE IN, Irving nSn
GRAMICCIONI, Angelo (n)
GRIFFITH, Clair (n)
GRIFFITH, John E.

HACK, Kenneth Thomas
HAGLE, Patrick John

SoMt ¢
MM2c
Ste
GMZ2c
F2e
S2¢
TM3e
S2¢
FC3c
Cox
SM3c¢
MM1 ¢
S2¢
MM2 ¢
EM3c
Flce
¥T2e
¥T2c
FC3c
St2e
S2¢
Y3c
RM3¢c
CPhM
¥TZe
Flec
CGM
RdM3e
Fle
Ste
Fte
Feec
EM2c
TM3c
Fle
RdM3c
FC3¢
S2¢
PhM2c
Bfc
RM3c
CBM
Ste
RM3c
Ste
Fec
MoMM1
EMZ2¢c
Ck3c
TM3c
Ste
CSP
S2¢
Ste
RM3c
F2c
MM! ¢






USS Glennon (DD-620); Muster Roll! of the Crew, 6/30/u3

---—----—--———.-———----—-—-—--.---

HAINES, Tracy william
HARBERT, Adam Walter
HARLA, Joseph Wl iam
HARRIS, Delbert Leon
HART IG, George L.
HARTLEY, Ear! Larayette
HASKELL, James Henry

HE IM, Martin E.

HENKER, Berwyn E.
HENNESSEE, Rufus M,
HENSEL, Raymond (n)
HILL, Ora Lester
HOFFMAN, Arthur O.
HOFFMAN, Theodore Francis
HOLDEN, Arthur Francis
HOLT, Kenneth Osborn

SK2c
BM2c¢
Fle
EM3c¢
Mtc
S2c¢
Ste
wTtc
Ste
wTtc
GM2¢
S2¢
See
Ste
GM2c
RdM3c

HULL, Philllps Ashworth, Jr.FC3c

HURD, Wit lam Howard
HURLEY, Thomas Edward
HUTE, Lyle Francis
IDDINS, Harold Kenneth
IMLAH, Charles M,
JAMES, Robert Charles
JENKS, Dean Metha
JOHNSON, Herman Arthur
JONES, Harold Paul
KALINOWSKLI, Alphonse
KASETA, Joseph John
KEELER, Charles O.
KELLY, Duward Tom
KENNEDY, William Raymond
KIMBLE, Lester L.

K IRDAHY, Ailbert Gabriel
KIRK, Burton LaVern
KIRKEBY, Charles J.
KLING, Robert August
KOHL, Oriland James
KRAIG, Joseph A,

LANG, Jacob Henry
LANGAN, Robert F.
LARSON, Percy Norman
LAWRY, Robert C,
LEIBERT, Gerald (n)
LESWING, William Louis
LEVY, Bertram (n)
LIVESAY, Harolod "c*
LUTHE, Bery! Vernon
MAAS, Leo John

MADANJ IAN, Richard Peter
MAHAFFEY, Lloyd (n)
SMAHANNAH, Donald Lynn
MARGETTS, Nelson Rutter

S2¢
TMtc
S2¢
Sec
Yec
S2¢
RdM3c
StMic
¥Tece
MM2cC
MM2c
SC2c
S2¢
S2¢c
CFC
S2¢
S2c¢
ccs
MM2C
Ste
EM3c
TM3c
S2¢
EMic
Fle
Ste
GM3c
MM1 C
FCrc
MM1 ¢
Ste
EM2c
S2¢
SoM3c
Stre

MARSHALL, John William, Jr. MMic

MC. CRANEY, Lioyd Albert

MM2c

MC CULLOUGH, Edgar Francis RM3c

MC KENNA, John J.

MC KINNEY, Kenneth James
MINNEX, James Junior
MORASCO, Edward Lawrence

GM3c
RM3c
S2e
SoMm3c

MUNDELL, Henry Joseph
NELSON, Frankl!lin Earl
NETHERLAND, Thomas Scott
NICITA, Michae! 8.
NOBLE, Wwilliam ¥W., Jr.
OAKMAN, William A,
O'CONNOR, John Joseph
O!CONNOR, Patr ick Thomas
OLIVER, wacob (n)

OLSON, Eugene lvar
OS80RN, - Norman Branham
OSBURN, Kenneth Walter
OUBRE, Joseph Of leon
PADELL, Rollins Dockery
PARKER, Harold Francis
PARSONS, Harold E.

PAUL, John Richard

PEED, Richard Maurice
PELLECCHIA, William A.
PERRY, Fred George

Ste
FC2c
TMZ2¢
GM3c
GM2¢
Cox
Sec

PERVORSE, Richard willard L.SoM2c
PETRUZZIELLO, Michae! AlfredRM3c

PHILLIPS, Mark (n)
PHILLIPS, Sherley Gordon
PLACYK, Edward John
POPE, Ralph Brooks
PRICE, Clifrord Alston
*RABINOW ITZ, Hymen (n)
RAIYGQZA, Emillo, Jr.
RAMIREZ, Richard Earl
RANSDELL, Samue! Ray
READER, Shirley Ray
REED, BRond M.

RETTINO, Anthony Ernest
RIZZO, Antonio (n)
ROBERTSON, James Edward
ROBINSON, Robert Warren
ROWAN, James P.

SANTY, Robert Gordon
*SAVAGE, Jessie ®EM
SCAMPOLI, John R., Jr.
SCHACK, Frederick Evald
SCOTT, Robert Peter A.
SCOTT, Warner "G"
SCOTT, william Calvin
SEARLES, George Theodore
SEUKO, walter Marion
SHANLEY, William H.
SHERMAN, Robert P.
SIEFER, Richard 8.
SILLETT, Harry King
SMITH, Howard L.

SMITH, Milburn E.
SOBIENSKI, John Edward
SPILLER, Frank Arthur
SPITZNAGLE, Leo Francis
SPRONG, Robert Harold
STELLETELLO, Albert J.
STEWART, James A,

wWTtc
Ste
CMM
MM1 ¢
S2c
RAM3c
S2c
S2¢
S2¢
S2c
S2c
RT1c
CM3c
Fie
EM3c
MM1 ¢
S2c¢
See
S2¢
S2c
S2c¢
S2c
StMIc
S2c¢
S2¢
S2¢
See
MMZ2c
Fre
CARM
cam
SC1c
Cox
Ste
S2¢
CGM
Ste






USS Glennon (DD-620); Muster Roll of the Crew, 6/30/u3

STODDARD, Peter James
STOLL, James C.
STOTLER, Robert E.
STRANGEFF, Joseph R.
STRINE, Wlliiam (n)
STRITTMATTER, Herman F,.
STROPPEL, Max Henry
STULKEN, Thomas Eugene

SUTHERLIN, Everett 0., Jr.

SUTHERS, Walter J.
SUTTON, Andrew N,
SWACHA, John J,

SWINEY, Bllly James
SZOT, Stanley (n), Jr.
TAKACS, Willlam George
TANNER, Edwin Floyd
THACKER, James Frankl in

Ste
SC3c
Stic
Stce
S1c
Stec
S2¢
S2c
Stc
F3c
Stc
F2c
Ste
Ste
S2c
SoM3¢
QM3c

TOMPK INS, George James, Jr. S2¢

TURNER, Frederick w.
TUTTLE, william Davis
VALKENBURG, John, Jr.
VAN ARMAN, Donald C.
VENABLE, William Roscoe
VRBANIC, Michael! Paul
WHITE, Eugene Lamoreaux
WILSON, Earl! R.

WISE, Harold L.
WOOLWINE, Stanford E.
WRIGHT, Edward Lee
WRIGHT, Ralph Albert
WRIGHT, W/ilIiam L,

Z IMMERMANN, Hugh King
ZROWKA, John (n)

L I L IR T T R N RN N R

1 On microfiim at the National Archives.

Ste
F2e
S2¢
SM3c
cwT
MM1 o
GMic
MM2c
S2¢
Wlte
F3c
CMM
SFte
SK3c
Ste

* Wounded by strafing during an air raid on Palermo, Sicily, 1 Au-
gust 1943, according to a machine-generated casualty report pre-

pared by the Bureau of Naval Personnel after the war.
wounded: Lt. Comdr, Clifford A. Johnson
Total wounded: 7.

M, Perioff, USNR.

Also
» USN, and Lt.(jg) Milton

E. A, ¥ilde, Jr.
October, 1958






The Glennon was the primary rescue ship when the Benson-class destroyer USS Murphy
(DD-603) ?above, on April ¥, 1943) was cut in half by a colllsion with a tanker on
Qctober 21, 1943, With the assistaence of motor whaleboats FProm other vessels, the
Gl/ennon rescued 107 officers and men Prom the Frigid water 100 miles off New York.
The Murphy's after section remained afioat with about 100 of her crewmembers still
abeard. The Glennon then towaed the Murphy back toward port until rel ieved by res-
cue tugs. (official U,S. Navy Photograph,)







GinPe
FUBLSATIGNN

The after section of the USS Murphy (DD-603) at the New York Navy Yard on Octo-
ber 23, 1943. The shamrock on what had baen her arter stack now identifies the
ship Instead of a hull number - and her jackstarr is now mounted on her torpedo
tubes instead of her bowl Thirty-five officers and men were lost when the Mur-
phy's forward section roliled over and sank three minutes after she was split in
hatf by the U.S., tanker Bulkoil two days earl!ier. The entire bow had to be re-
placed, but after a 7-month repair job the ship was able to rejoin the fleet in
time to particlpate in the invasion of France, (Nat jonal Archives)

Editor's Notes:

1. The tanker was initially identified as the Vulcan, but
this was corrected in the Eastern Sea Frontier's war
diary for 21 October 1543,

2. The Casualties Folder for the Murphy at the National Ar-
chives includes a |ist of 38 officers and men declared
missing, but a later memorandum states that 3 of those
/| isted were rescued by the USS Jefrfers (DD-621).

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
March, 1999






(Dar} (Datn) (Month)
Zons deseription plus 4
Position 0300 1200 2000
Lat.
Long.

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)

16-20 Continued from previous pags.

1657, Changed eourse to 020(T) to assume position (cast) in convoy screen.
3creen convoy formed, U,.S.3, TEXa3 guide and 30PA, Commarder in U.3.S.
NELSON in position (Easy) bearing 3400 (R), distant 4500 yards. U,3.S.
WICK in position (George) bearing O45°(R), distant 4500 yards. U.S,.3,
GOERARDI in position (Hypo) bearing 0650 (R}, distant 6500 yards. U.3.S.
BUTLER in pesition (Item? bearing 080° (R), distant 8000 yards. U.3.3,
ESRNDON in position (Jig) bearing 090°(R), distant 9500 yards. TU.3.3.
IIRTHY in position (Dog? bearing 315°(R), distant 55CC yards., U.3.3.
RIRIGET in position (Afflrm) bearing 270°(R}, distant 9500 yards. 1707,
Starhoard engine ahead standard, changed course to 1192(T). 1720, Star-

board engine ahead 2/3. 1745, on proper 3crj;2§ﬁj{§§i%:i:f;__

C. D. nOBISOW, Lt.(jg), USW

18-20
1814, Convoy changed speed to 14 knots.

fi
R. 7. CENNER, Lt., USKH

20-24
2105, Badar contact bearing 0129, distant 11,000 yards., 2108, U.3.3.
LUHRPHY left screening position ggéépvestigate radar contact, 2114, Exe-
cuted emergency turn of 450 to + 2120, A pumber of sparks and lights
seen in the vicinity of U.8.5. NURPHY (DD603). 2135, Directed by Verbal
Orders of Commander Screen to investigate U.3.3, MURFEY which he is unable
to raise on the IBS or other signal equipment. 2137, All hands to General
Quarters., 2138, Stapding toward U.S,S, MURPHY, in collision with S.8. VUL~
CaAN, on various courses and Speeds to effect rescue of survivors. 2140,
Maneuvering to avold tanker, 3,3. VULCAN and U.35.S, KKIGHT. 2143, Lost
steering control due to jam in steering post, shifted steering to after
steering station. 2146, Lowered motor whale boat to assist 1o rescue of
Survivors. 2158, Began taking survivors aboard from life rafts, life flouts
ship's whale boat and floating debris. U.S.S. JEFFERS and U.3.3. KEIGHT
Directed by Commander 3creen to stand by and render assistance as necessary,
This ship to take survivors and take after section U.3.3. MURPHY in tow,
Motor whale boats of U,S.3. KNIGHET anmd U.3.8. JENFERS cireling area in
search of survivors, 2330, Completed rescue of all survivors that could be
seen in the water. Survivors on this ship consist of Commander L.%W. BAILZY,
USlM, Commanding, twelve offlcers and ninety~five men. One hundred men and
one offlcer remaining eon U.3.3, MURPHY, status of remaining personnel un-
known, All personnel treated for exposure to cold and fuel oil. 2235, Com-
menced preparations to take U.3.3, MURFEY in tow. 2340, Transferred Lach-
iniat L, C. PARKER to U.S,.S. LURPFHY to segure ensines and direct work of
salvage. First estimate of extent of darage to ship was that she was sever~
ed at frame #67. About three minutes after the collision the forward sec-
tion rolled over and sank, the after section flosted free. Number cne fire-
room was flooded, number one boller was lost, number two boiler was left
hangzing over break. Forward engine room, forvard bulkhead at frame #86 held,
but had minor leaks, Salvagze party strenzthened this bulkheed with shoring
materlal and stopped leaks. Position of ship at time of collision was Lat.
39.399 K, Long. 72,33°% w,

Continued on next page...

Approvel Examined: % i .
4. Y I0FNSON, L. Comdr., U3E 9. k. FERRITIR, Lt., USW







UNITED STATES SHIP___GLEINON {DD620) Thursdey 21, October L19 4731

TDay) (Datm) (Menth)

Zane description plus 4
Position 0300 ) 1200 2000
Lat.
Long.

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
{WAR DIARY)
20-24,

Continued from previous page....

List of survivors picked up by this ship are as follows: BAILEY, L. W
Comdr., Commanding officer of the U.3.3, LURIHY; BE4L, T. R., Lieut;
GORDAN, . R., Lieut,; MeTIGEE, J.A., Lieut.(Jg); PIERSON, T.K., Lieut.(jz)
RIDGEWAY, W.CG.; Lieut.(Jg) MC; STAEL, H.R., Lieut.({Jg); TRiXLER, D.K.,
Lieut.{jg); VAN BRUNT, A. L., Lieut.(Jjg); YOUNG, J.3., Lieut.(jz), CQaKLEY,
J. /., &ng; NICHOLSON, O.F., &ns.; COX, =,L., CFC; CRO3S, E.¥., CRT; DUEGE3,
C.H., QuM; LORCH,W.,CLL; PanE=R, H.F., CSK; PARKS, N,, CC3td; PO3EY, C.I.,
CT: ROY, C.R., CPhM; WOLD, Z.3., CSK; sNDERN, C.7., Bil/c; BOULEY, E.E.,
Ri3jc; BURKE, L.N., RMRc; CRARILLY, D.P.,, GM2c; CHARMAN, L.i., S20; COGS&
WELL, S. H., Bkr3c; DaGGER, W.C., Sol3e; DAVIDSON, 3, E., F3c; ENGHEL, L.W.,
Sic; E3SIG, B.M., Sle; FLOCD, J.J., Sle; FRAWKLIN, H., RM3c; FRaM4, R.L.,
3ok3c; GALAYDICK, A., RdM3e; GaVIN, J.B.,WT3c; GEFELLA, A.G., Sle; HaiRITY,
M.J., FC3e; HEATH, F,W,, S2c; EILDERBRAND,E.F., 32¢; HILLI&RD, T.M., Eh2e;
HOBN3BY, J.F., MM2e; JOHNSON, C.K., SoM3ec; JORDaN, R.G., #3¢; KaRN, Z.L.,
S3c; KEZRIN, T.L., S2¢;KUCHINSKI, W.C., S2¢; LEWIS, W.B., EM3c; LEWIS, W.&.
{Eugens), Fle; LOUCKS, H.C., Sle; LOW, J.J., Sle; LWAURKIEWICL, Ylc; LirN-
DOGA, P., S3c; MENEB, F.D., Sk3e; MOREARDT, E.A., Slo; LOORE, R.R., Sle;
MORKIS, B.F., Sle, MOZINA, ¥, J., S2c; MULLINS, F.P,, Slc; MUNTZL, D.x.,F3c;
NEVELLE, KR.J., Slc; NORRIS, W.H., GM3c; O'NZILL, C.L., SoM3c; OSTERHCUDT,
0.7., RAM30; OSTEHLAN, W.R., RdM3c, PaNOS, 3., GM3c; PARSONS, #7.R., Ble;
P4YTON, I.B., Stmlc; FEACOCK, H.i., TM20; PSTERY, H.L., Sl¢; POBUDIKSEI, J.
P., Clijo; PRXESCHL, R.C., Slc.; PRIOLI, H.A., MM2c; FUCKEBTT, J.a.,3C3c;
PUCKETT, R.W., Sle; PUKIELIQ, N.M., RT3e, FINE, J.H.,Jr.,Cox; ROCK, H.,32¢;
REEVES, B., Stm2e; REEVES, P,E., RdM3c; RO33I, J.,82¢; RaUCH, G.E., 32¢;
RCZANSKY, B.a., SC3¢; RYAN, J. Slc; SADLER, J.W., Slc, SAUNDIRLIN, J.H.,
S2¢; SCaN4ILO, B.A., F3o; SENING, R.O., FC3c; SHANK, R.R., S2c; SHAREZY,
3.H.R., 32c; 3ERA, L.P., GMlc; SHELLER, F.E., S2c¢; 3HEPHSERD, E.B., Fic;
SHERMAN, P.P., 32¢; SILVERITEIN, F., S2e¢; SIMP30ON, F.A., F3c; SIMPSQN, W.F.
F3c; 3PAICHET, E.J., S20; STEINER, E.H., Slec; 3TONE, J.E., $2¢; TROTTER, 4.
3., PhM2ec; VAN DYKE, W.H., #le; VILLASTRICO, D.A., FC3c; WEATHEREY, R.J.,
Stmle; WEST, E.A., SK3e; WILLIAMS, E.I., Sle; 4INBA, J.J., RMle; SEULL, S2¢

RIECI, Slc; CARKIER, 3tm2o.
D. Sl

D. STIX, Lt.(Jg), USER

¥

CEIV3ON, Lt.Comdr., USKH

~ w Commanding O fficer,







UNITED STATES SHIP GLENNON (DD620) Priday 22 October 19 43

(Day) {Date} (Month)

Zons deseription PLUE 4
Position 0800 1200 2000
Lat. Jyo=-LZ. 0N 9°-L8, 0N 359~-56.5 K.
Long. Y29=59.0 W 730=-0L.0W 709-04.0W

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)
00-04

04-08

08-12

12-16

0002, Ship's boat of U,.8.5. ENIGHT passing tow line to U.S.S

falled to make it fast. 0015, St ngine oac 0 . 0, Star-
board engine stopped. 0030, Passed U.S.S. MURPHY line with 1ine throwing
gun. 0050, Commenced taking straln on tow line, starboard engine ahead
1/3, standard speed five knots, U.S.S. JEFFERS and U.S.S. KNIGHT depart-
ed to Joln convoy in accordance with orders CTF69, 0056, Secured from
General Quarters, set conditlon II'MS. Set course 2959(T), 3099(psc). In-
creased engine RFM 1in increments of 5 to 50 turns on starboard engine.
0137, Port engine back in commission, port engine ahead standard, astar-
board engine stopped to ald steering, 0200, Coummenced bullding up speed

on starboard engime, 0223, All englnes sghead stand;rd, speed 5 knots,

C. D. ROBISON, Lt.(JgJ,0=N

0406, Radar contaet bearing 2400(T), 21,000 yards, 3150(T), 23,000 yards.
0425, Challenged vessel bearing 2950(T), 10,000 yards. Vessel identiried
as U.3.C.G.C. CARTIGAN, 7451, Challenged veasel bearing 280°(T), 10,000
yards. Vesgel ldentified as U.S.C.G.C. KIMBALL, 0500, Pursuant to inst-
ructions from U.3.,8, GLENNON , U.S.C.G.C. KIMBAIL and U.S.C.G.0. CARTI¥
GAN formed antl-sutmarine screen, cireling U.S.S. GLENNON end tow at 2500
yards. 0715, U.S. PC 1262 Joined anti-submarine screen,

« Wo B ER Lt.,, USNR

0928, U.S.C.G.C. CARTIGAN came alongside port side. 0932, transferred
Lt. XLEE, W.N,, Executive Officer; RIDGEWAY, W.G.,Lt.{Jg}, Medlcal Officer
and TRAXLER, D.K., Lt.(J}g), all of the U.3.8. MORPHY to U.S8.C.G.C. CARTT®:
GAN for further transfer to U.S.S. MORPHY. 0935, C.G.C. CARTIGAN cast
off. 1011, U.S8.C.G.C CARTIGAN came along starbocard side, 1013, Recelv-
ed the following survivors from U.S.C.G.C. CARTIGAN: SETMERE, G.M,,Cox;
GHEGG, T.E., FC3c; TANKERSLEG, J.D., Rlc; HARRIS, S.M., Slc; SARGENT, S
GM3c; HAMILTON, E.C., S2c; YANATORIE, C., Sle; RANDALL, R.H., S82¢; SIMPk
SON, J.E,, S2c; SKIDMORE, E.F., S20; DUGAN, H.M., S2c; GAMBRELL, R.P.,
Slc; SALOMON, M., Sle; NEWELL, F,P., Slc; EUBISCHIA, N.J., Slc; RUSCIGNO
N.A., Slec; SOLOMON, H.K., Sle, SAVOY, N.J., Sle; ROMERO, A., T3c; ASEOW"
SKI, E.E., S2c; DEMENT, B.E., Sle., 1105, PYC37 reported for duty. 1100,
U.8.C.G.C. CARTIGAN underway from starboard side, 1153, U.S8.S. MURPHY
(DD603) cast off tow line to be taken by (in tow)} the Civilian Tug S.S.

%&stgéf T%.1J6), VSRR

dﬁﬁ_gue
1204, Changed standard speed to 15 knots, all anginss’ahead one-third.
1206, U.5.C.G.C. CARTIGAN came alongside to port to/rescued survivorsa
from U.S.S. MURPHEY, The following surviveora were transferred tc the T.S.
C.53.C. CARTIGAN: (100 officers and men): Commander L.W. BAILEY, Command-
ing Officer, U.S.3, MURPRY, McTIGHE, J.A., Lt.(Jjg), PIERSON, T.K., Lt.(}a)

- RESCUE.

Continued on next pagei.c...

Approvedy.-
-

é.

e %sz:: |
ON, Lt.Comdr., USN .Be. FERRITER , Lt., USN

P — Communding Officer, /4 Navigator.







UNITED STATES SHIp__ GLENNON (DD620) Friday 22  October , 19_43

{Day) {Dats) (Mamet)

Zone deseription_. P1US L

0800 1200 2000

| Position
Lat.
Long.

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)

12-16 Continued from previous page....

STAHL, H.R., Lt.(Jg); VAN BRUNT, A.D., Lt.({Jg); YOUNG, J.S., Lt.(Ja);
NICHOLSON, O.F., Ens,; CROSS, E.F., CRT; PARKER, H.F., CSM; PARK3, N.,0CS;
ROY, C.R., CPhM; WOLD, E.S., CSK; ANDERSON, C.W., EMlc; BOULEY, E.E., RM3c
BURKE, J.M,, RM2c; CAFARTLLY, D.P., GM2c; CHABMAN, L.A., S2¢; COGSWELL,
G.H,, Bkrlec; DAGGER, W.C., SoM2o; DAVIDSON, G.B., F3o; ENGEL, V.W., Slo;
ESSIG, B.M., Slo; FLOOD, J.J., Sle; FRANKLIN, H,, EM3c; FRANZ, R.L., SoMlc
GALAZDICK, A., RdM3c; GAVIN, J.B., WI2c; GEFFELL, A.G., Slc; HEARITY, M.T,
¥C3e; HEATH, G.W,, S20; HILDEBRAND, E.F., S2¢; HILLIARD, T.M., EM2c; HORN%
SBY, J¥., MM2c; JOHNSON, G.K., SoM3c; JORDAN, R.G., Fle; EARN, E.C., SMic;
EERIN, J.C., 82¢; KUCHINSEI, W.C., S2¢; LENIS, W.E., FM3o; LEWIS, W.3.,Flc;
LOUCKS, H.C., Sle; LOW, J.J., Slo; MAZURKIEWIGCZ, Ylc; MENDOZA, P., SM3e;
MENKE, F.E., SK3c; MOHRHARDT, E.A., Slo; MOORE, R.R., Slc; MORRIS, F.B.,
S1,; MOZINA, F.J., S2¢; MOLLINS, F.F., Slc; MUNTZ, D.E., F3c; NEVILLE, R.J.
Slc; NORRIS, W.H., GM3e; O'NEILL, C.L., SoM3c; OSTERHOUDT, 0.J., RdM3c;
PANOS, S., GM3c; PARSONS, ¥.R, Bl/c; PAYTON, R,B., StMlc; PEACOCK, H.A.,
TM20; PETERS, H, J., 8lo; POBUDINSEI, J.P., GM3Jo; PREFCHL, R.C., Slc;
FRIOLI, R.A., MM2c; PUCKETT, J.A., SC3o; PUCKETT, R.¥., Slc; PANTELLO, N.X|
RT3¢; FYNE, J.H.,Jr., Cox; ROCH, H., S2e¢; REEVES, A., StM2c; REEVES, F.E.,
RDM 3¢; ROSSI, J,, S2¢; RAUCH, G.E., S20; ROZANSKY, B.A., SC3¢; RYAN, J.,
Sle; SADLER, T.W., Sle; SAUNDERLIN, J.R., S2¢; SCANZILO, V.A., Fic; SEWING,
B.C., FC3c; SHANK, E., S20; SHARKEY, S.H.R., S2¢; SHEA, L.P., CMle: Sﬂﬁ,
»

F.E., S2¢; SHEPHZRD, H.B., F3c; SHERMAN, P.P., S20; SHUIL, S2¢; SILVERSTE
F,, S2c; SIMPSON, F.4., F3c; SIMPSON, W.F., F3c; SPAIGHT, E.L., S2c; S
ER, E.H., Slo; STONE, J.E, S2c; TROTTER, W.S., PhM2¢; VAN DYKRM W,H., Flc;
VILLASTRICO, A.A., FC30; WEATHERSBY, R.J., StMlo; WEST, E.A., SK3c;
WILLIAMS, E.R., Sle; ZINNA, J.T., RMle; SHULL S2¢; CARRIER, StM2c;

1237, Conmpleted transferring survivors to U.S..C.G.C. CARTIGAN. Gaat off
lines, U.5.S.C.G.C. CARTIGAN DIRECTED to proceed NINTEK. Allengines
abead 2/3( 1245, Allengines ahead 1/3. 1259, P¥037 ceme alongside to por
10 receive remalning survivors. The followlng men were transferred to the
Prc 37: BEAI.J, TaRt, Lt.; GORDON, W.R., Lt.; Com, J.R., ED.B.; COI, EILU
CrC; DUBBS, C.H., CMM; LORCH, W., CMM; POSEY, C.I., CTM; SETMIRE, G.M.,Cox;
GREGG, T.E., FC3c; TANKERSBY, J.D., RM3c; HARRIS, S.M., Slc; SARGENT, S.,
GM3c; HAMILTON, P.C., S2¢; YANATORRE, C.,Slc; RANDALL, R.H., 82¢; SIMPSON,
J.E., S2c; SHIDMORE, E,F,, S2p; DUGAN, H.M., S2¢; GAMBRILL, R.P., Sleo;
SAIOMON, M., Slc; NEMALL, F,P., Sle; KUBISHTA, V.J., SC2c; RUSCIGNO, N.A.,
Sle; SOLOMON, H.K., Sle; SAVOY, U.J., Slc; ROMERO, A., TM3c; LASKOWSKI,
E.E., S2¢; DEMENT, B,R., Sle; RICCI, Slc: 1305 PYe37 cast off lines, dir-
ected acreen and towlng group to ZEBRA then proceed to NYNYK with survivors|
1322, Halled U.S.S. SAGAMORE turning over duties as 0.T.C. to the C.O0.
1330, Relleved, set course 086°(T), speed 22 knots teo rejoin convoy in ac-
cordance wlth Commander Eastern See Frontier despatch, secrst 221353 of
October. 1530, Went to routine drill General Quarters, 1542, Relsased
first target baloon. 1545, Commenced firing, 1546, Hit target, ceased
firing. Released thres more baloons for machine gun firing practice. 1537,
Ceased firing. 1558, Secured from General Quarters, set condition II IS,
Totel rounds fired - 175/40MM and 180/20MM.

E‘M. D.: %}3 ON, L. (Ja), UK -

Continued on next page.....

a3

Examined:

HNSON, Lt.Comdr,, USN J.B, FERRITER, Lt., USN

2T — Commanding Officer. Nawmgator,







UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
Fuacsur or 88 Cavsuomer. e Cazr

Commendition
S

From: Commander in Chief, United States Atlantic Fleet.
To: Commander Clifford A. Johnson, U.S. Navy.
Subject: Commendation.
1. The Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet, notes with extreme

pleasure and gratification your performance of duty as Commanding Offi-
cer, U.S.5. GLENNON in connection with the rescue of survivors and the
subsequent salvage of the U.S.5. MURPHY on 21 Octcber 1943.

2. Upon being detailed to investigate the reason for the
U.S.S. MURPHY's failure to maintain radiotelephone communications with
other ships of your Task Force, you discovered that the U.S5.S. MURPHY
had been cut in half by a collision, that the forward section had sunk,
and that the after section, surrounded by many survivors, remained
afloat. Despite the dark night you were able to rescue about cone hun-
dred survivors and later, when you were convinced that no more survivors
remained in the area, you, with a display of excellent seamanship, took
the floating after section of the U.S.S. MURPHY in tow and towed it
toward port until relieved by rescue vessels.

3. The Commander in Chief, United States Atlantic Fleet, com-
mends you upon your judgment, prompt and decisive action, excellent
judgment and seamanship which materially reduced the loss of life and
facilitated the successful salvage of the after section of the U.S.S.
MURPHY.

R. E. INGERSOLL

Note: Typed by E. A. Wilde, Jr. in October, 1998, using the format and
letterhead of a commendation issued by the same command for Cdr. John-
son's performance of duty just three weeks later. The text was obtained
from an official biography of Cdr. Johnson dated 5 August 1944. The
date of the commendation letter is not known, but it was probably in No-
vember or December, 1943.






Tin Can Sailor
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TO SAVE A LIFE AT SEA

By Gustavus R. Ide, Ir.
USS GLENNON (DD-620)

itis barely Sunday, November 7, 1943 and
merchant ships and U. S. destroyers are leav-

ing the safety of their respective harbors in 1

the British Isles to rendezvous and take up
their positions in a westbound convoy, sched-
uled toreach the United States about Novem-
ber 18th. Perhaps this year, there will be a
Thanksgiving at home for some of us.

At 0246, our ship, the USS GLENNON (DD-
620), one of the escorting destroyers, weighs
anchor off Belfast, Northern Ireland, and is
standing out in Belfast Lough, steaming to-
ward the Irish Sea. At 0430, GLENNON is the
first of the escorts to enter North Channel, a
narrow passage which joins the irish Sea to
the North Atlantic. To the east, other destroy-
ers are joining us from the Firth of Clyde.
Probably their port has been Greenock, Scot-
land, birthplace of the mighty Queens. Now,
far to the south, nearly to the horizon, the
buikier forms of the merchant men take
shape, joining the convoy from English ports
to the south. it is for these transports’ safe
westerly passage that the destroyer group is
responsible.

The forming-up of a sizable convoy such
as this is a tedious, seemingly endless pro-
cess. The twenty-four merchant ships plus
the battleship USS TEXAS (BB-35} will form
in seven columns of three or four ships in
each column. Only seven short days ago, we
escorted many of these same ships with their
assorted cargoes of men, materials, and other
equipment for war safely from New York. Now
we must return them to America where they
will again be reloaded with those implements
essential for an invasion of the continent.
Then we or others must deliver them to ports
in the British [sles, Repetitive? Yes. Routine?
Never. Even on our last eastbound crossing a
sister destroyer - the USS MURPHY {DD-603)
- had been cut in half by a large coastal
freighter.

We are nearly through North Channel and.
our course is now westerly and homeward as
we pass allied mine fields to the north. Other
destroyers are passing us to port, taking their
assigned positions in the fan shaped protec-
tive screen. Most will be some 4,000 o 6,000
yards in front of the merchant ships, while
one-lone destroyer wiil be 20,000 yards up
ahead. The GLENNON's position will be at the
extreme right hand side of the merchant
ships, about even with the column leaders.
By late afternoon, each ship has settled into
its position.

During daylight hours, submarines are
reluctant to patrol on the surface lest they
be seen, and because of their slower under-
water speeds there is no urgent need for day-
time protection in the area to the rear of the
convoy. However, darkness brings ceurage to
the U-boat commanders, and they surface
their crafts, not only to recharge their bat-
teries, but also the better to use their greater
surface speeds in stalking their préy. There-
fore, at dusk, the destroyer on the flank of
the screen drops back to the rear of the con-
voy to guard against the potential threat of
U-boats overtaking the convoy. It is here at
the rear of the mass of convoy ships that the
GLENNON spends her first night of this
westbound passage.

Through the night, deck, engine room, and
gun watches rotate on schedule; bakers and
cooks in the galley are turning out a hundred
or more golden loaves, and later twenty-five
gallons of ice cream before securing the gal-
ley in the small hours. We have settled into
the basic routine of convoy escort duty as we
head for the States on this, our fifth
westhound trip.

By Thursday, November 11th the weather
is gray and windy at dawn, and the forecast

{ from the previous day appears to be most

accurate. Although the rain is hoiding off, the
winds do increase in intensity and the seas
run higher and higher. Darkness comes early j

Editor's Note: Written in about 1986 from personal notes and information in the
Glemnon's records at the National Archives. Mr. Ide was the ship's Torpedo Of-
ficer in 1943 - and also in June, 1944, when the ship was sunk off the Normandy
beachhead by a German mine.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
September, 1998



in this latitude, and well before the evening
meal we begin to prepare for some bad
weather. Dinner this evening is not a time to
enjoy food. In the wardroom, fiddle boards
have been put on the table, and stanchions
are in place from the overhead to sockets in
-the deck. Destroyers are seidom placid crea-
“tures, even in refatively quiet seas. But in
‘rough weather the normai daily events includ-
“ing eating and sleeping become most diffi-
cult. Food spills, piates slide in their com-
partments in the fiddle boards, and we are
glad when finally the mea is finished. On
‘the brighter side, pethaps these seas will
keep our submarine adversaries below the
surface in the comparative quiet and com-
fort of the depths. '
As the waves continue to increase in size,
it becomes necessary to take the more un-
* usual precautions to protect weather deck
equipment from damage or foss. Normally it
is the practice when underway to rig the life-
boats outboard in their davits so that they
hang clear of the side of the ship and can be
lowered more quicklyin case of an emergency.
However in extremely rough seas, a boat in
such an exposed position can be badly dam-
aged or even swept away. Throughout the
entire convay - for protectors and protected
alike - lifeboats are rigged in and other pre-
cautions are being taken. Hatches are se-
cured, lashings on life rafts are checked and
tightened as necessary, all topside gear is
covered and tied down, and passage the
length of the ship on weather decks is
stopped, except when an emergency dictates
otherwise. We always expect foul weather in
this North Atlantic, and yet we are seldom
completely prepared for its unbridled fury.
Thursday passes into Friday. It is now 0130
of the 12th, our sky is moonless and star-
less, and a few miles ahead of the GLENNON
on the U.S Army Transport J. W. McANDREW,
Master-at-Arms William J. Lemmermann and
a shipmate are swinging a lifeboat inboard
into its skids. Lemmermann reaches out over
the side for a line just as the McANDREW
turns into a new course, takes heavy seas
abeam, and roils violently, pitching
Lemmermann over the side and down into the
North Atlantic. How would the end come to
this seaman? Will it be quick from shock and
a weight too great to be kept afloat? Will it
be in the violent thrashing of his ship's pro-
peilers or those of other ships following in
the column behind? Or will it come more

slowly as achilling numbness battles a stout
and courageous heart to something less than
a draw? Certainly in whatever form it might
take, the end can not be far away,

On the bridge of the GLENNON, Lieuten-
ant (jg) Charles D. Robison is standing the
midnight to 0400 Officer of the Deck watch
when the quiet darkness is shattered by an
excited voice coming over the convoy's radio
frequency, telling the trailing destroyer - the
GLENNON - that a man has fallen overboard
from the J. W. McANDREW. Immediately the
Junior officer of the Deck acknowledges re-
ceipt of the message as Robison calls by voice
tube to the Captain in his sea cabin behind
the pilot house, and tells him of the- “man
overboard” message. Our captain, Lt Com-
mander Clifford A. Johnson, comes immedi-
ately to the bridge. It is perhaps 0140 as the
raucous klaxons announce. “General Quar-
ters” - the call to battle stations - which will
make all hands available to whatever needs
there may be. Nothing will bring a ship to
complete life and activity as will an unex-
pected sounding of “General Quarters.” If we
hope to find a man lost overboard we must
use every resource available, be it mechani-
cal, electronic, or human,

One deck below the bridge, men in the
Combat Information Center (CIC) have ob-
tained by radar, a distance and direction to
the blip on the screen that we know to be the
McANDREW, and using their best estimate,
have adjusted this information for the dis-
tance and course that the MCANDREW may
have traveled since a man went overboard.
Now those in CIC can give the captain on the
bridge a distance and course to an estimated
spot some miles ahead where we might hope-
fully find the man in the water.

Soon, perhaps about 0200, while reduc-
ing speed, we believe we are at a point in the
North Atlantic where Lemmermann went over-
board. What chance do we have to find a man
in the darkness when only his head will be
above water? With seas running 30 feet and
more he witl be disappearing from the crest
of a wave to the trough and then momen-
tarily back to a crest. And why do we believe
that he has managed to survive even this
long?

t am at Torpedo Control on the port wing
of the bridge, and with me are my telephone
talker and the port lookout. We do not risk
showing a light even in this weather, and so
canonly listen. How we all strain to hear some




sound foreign to the storm. There! What was
that? No, Just the wind.

Down in CIC, Lieutenant John B. Ferriter,
our Executive Officer, has mapped a plan. We
are about to commence a search by steam-
ing on courses which will take us essentialiy
on ever increasing squares, each side calcu-
lated to be fifty yards longer than the previ-
ous leg, thereby allowing us to cover an ever
increasing area, but never missing a spot by
more than fifty yards - a distance across
which we feel a cry for help could be heard.
The search begins.

Our particular convoy escort instructions
cover nearly every possible situation that we
might encounter - even the length of time
that we can be spared from our screening
duties to search for an individual who has
been lost overboard. We are allowed thirty
minutes. “Oh well”, we rationalize, No one
could survive for even that long under these
conditions, so what would be the use of fook-
ing longer?”

Around our ever increasing area we steam,

At first the course changes come rapidly, but
now at our speed we are holding to one course
for a longer time. We have covered a rather
large area without success. The hands on the
clock seem to have flown. A number of course
changes later our search is a bit beyond the
allowable time and hope has all but disap-
peared. Perhaps one more course change and
then we must return to protect the convoy.
We come to course 080 degrees - nearly due
east - and the gale comes at us from off the
port bow. The atmosphere is one of disap-
pointment and discouragement. What can we
hope to hear now with senses numbed by the
elements?

But wait! There! | tumed to the lookout at
my side. “Did you hear that? Alert all look-
outs for cries off our port bow.” There it is
again. Yes. Others have heard it now. “Cap-
tain. Cries off our port bow.”

“All engines stopped, All engines back two
thirds,” are the skipper's orders to the en-
gine room telegraph. This will stop our for-
ward movement.

“All engines stopped.” And this should
leave us dead in the water. Now the captain
has reason torisk a brief expasure of a search
light.

“Signalman - train your lamp out forward
of the beam. Now illuminate.” A brilliant
beam cuts the North Atlantic darkness, and
numberless pairs of eyes scan the crests and

troughs where the light has fallen. Now more
cries. They seem to come from up ahead of
the lighted area.

“Signalman - up forward more. Just a bit
more. Hold it there.” And there, incredibly
there, now in a trough between waves, arms
upraised, is our man - alive! Unbelievable
success. Could any of us have envisioned
such a miracle? Nothing to it now. Swing the
ship to port, close the distance, and pick him
up. Simple.

But hurry! The wind coming from the port
bow which brought Lemmermann’s cries to
us is setting us away from him as he
struggles to swim toward the GLENNON.
Again from the Captain. “Starboard engine
ahead full, port engine astem full,” a ma-
neuver intended to bring the heading of the
ship to the left while essentially maintaining
its focation in the water. The engine room
promptly indicates response via the pointers
on the engine room telegraph. But no - our
heading falls off to the right: 089, 090, 091.
Because of the force of wind on the super-
structure we are unable even to hold our
heading while dead in the water. Again, the
gale that brought the cries for help to us is
now setting us further away from the man in
It1he water, and keeps us from tuming towards

im,

With bull hom in hand, Capt. Johnson calls
into the wind, hoping he will be heard, “I've
got toback down and come in upwind of you.
We will be back.” Did he hear? What must he
think when he sees help, now so near, vanish
into the darkness? Will we really be able to
find him again? “Tumn off the lamp, signal-
man. It's of no use now.”

The dead reckoning required for us to re-
gain contact with Lemmermann will require
allthe innate and acquired skills of the skip-
per, coupled with the feel he has of his ship's
characteristics.

“All engines back two thirds.” And so we
commence our maneuver to back down far
enough so that upon resuming forward move-
ment, sufficient steerage will be gained to
effect a course change that will take us to
the windward side of our man; yet still being
careful not to back down so far that our
chances of finding him again are lost. Shortly
the order comes: “All engines stopped.” And
then: “All engines ahead two thirds.” Fol-
lowed by: “Helmsman, come left to course
070." Nearly all available hands now line the
starboard rails. Some, however, must remain




on the port side in the event that our maneu-
ver has failed to take us to the windward side
of Lemmermann.

Will we be able to find him again? Per-
haps his courage left him as we disappeared
into the night. Maybe he had courage to
spare, but his strength has come to an end.
Surely we have gone far enough now. We must
not go past him. Have we swung too much?
Or not enough? There now. What was that.
Too weak to be a cry. Again our imaginations
are ruling our senses. No. It js a cry but we've
gone past him.

Quickly. “All engines back full.” And again
the ship vibrates as our crews reverse direc-
tion. “Signalman. Off the starboard quarter.
Iluminate! Now up. Just abaft the beam. Up
a little more. There!”

And indeed, we have found him again. Arm
held not quite so high but enough for us to
feel that:all is well. How amazing to have been
able to locate this man not once but twice.
But let's get him aboard.

Winds and seas and combinations of these
can test the seamanship of the most experi-
enced men, but the jockeying forward and
astern as conditions require to keep
Lemmermann on our starboard beam proves
to be an anticiimax. Gradually the now help-
fut wind coming in on our port bow sets us
down onto the surviver. Our deck gang re-
moves a section of the rail on the main deck
and puts a ladder over the side. Over too go
lines and helping hands, as Lemmermann

slowly paddles aft along the ship's hull to

- the ladder, and holding onto the ladder side

rails, puts a foot on the bottom step, and
starts up.

But that is all. Fresh strong hands have
him now, and lift him quickly onte the main
deck - aboard and safe! The group makes its
way forward into the shelter of the galley
passageway and then Lemmermann heads
for the sick bay and some warm, dry clothes.

Captain Johnson called CIC for a course
to rejoin the convoy; we secured from Gen-
eral Quarters; Charlie Robison retumed as
Officer of the Deck; and the bakers were again
busy in the galley.

Sixdays after we picked up Lemmermann
we reached New Jersey where he left the

GLENNON.
- EPILOGUE
Commander Clifford A. Johnson, USN, re-
ceived a commendation from the Com-
mander-In-Chief, US Atiantic Fleet for his
“display of judgment, persistence, prompt
action, and superior seamanship which has
resulted in the saving of life at sea.”
William J. Lemmerman died recently, He
is survived by his widow, a son, and a daugh-
ter.
Gustavus R. Ide, Jr.
14 Isaac Milter Road
Westboro, MA 01581
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| swim and hope.

Today, Lemmermann. a masler.
at arms in the army {iransport
service, was home to tell how It
feels fo swim in midocean with
litlle to look forward to but the
dawn. Lemmermann Is a former
treasurer of the Rockville Centre
Chamber of Commerce and man-
ager of the Capital Finance office
in that village. He llves on John-
son place, Wantagh.

"It was about 1 o'clock’ In- the
morning, and heavy seas had
pulled a: ili eboat. Joose from ite
moorings,” he related. *“I went
up to work on It and lost my foot-
ing and went over the side.

Fights Glant Wayes

Fully dressed and with no llfe-
belt on, Lemmermann fought the
glant waves as his shlp vanished
Into the gloom of the nlght. Cne
| by one, the other ships in the con-
1voy passed by In the darkness,
and presently there was qulet ex-
cept for the nolise: of the ocean
+iscit.

“] just kept swimming around
by my lonesome,” sald Lemmer-
mann. “I'd.gwlm around and rest
a little, swim a little, look a lot
and yell more. I took off my
jacket and then I let my shoes
go. [ was getting set to let my
pants go, too.

“You think of cverything nt a
time llke that., You wait for day-
light imostly, to se If they had
thrown anything over, llke a pre-
server or A lile raft.

“You. float up and down on the
waves. When you gel on top,
you look around you quick and
you don’'t see anything but black-
nesss. There was no moon, no
stars.”

Lemmermann Overboard,
Five Minutes From Death

wifliam J, Lemmermann fell overboard In mid-gcean on a night
when the heavy sess were lashing the convoy in which he was
traveling. ‘Struggling In the water, he waiched the convoy go by
in the darkness, and then he way left slone in the pitch black to

Spois A DNesiroyer
Lemmerimann  never

1 gave up
hope, he sid.

He was too buxy
keeping afloat.  Hc was “wail-
Ing” he declired, for dawn,
severad hours away.

Then, aller an hour and n half,
he saw o destroyer through the
gloum.

“Apparently they hud designated

‘one to go afler me,” he said. “But

the ship ecircled arnound and
avound for soinc time belore they
hienrd me yelling"”

It took anotiher hour fur the
men aboard the deslroyer to get
Lemmermann aboard, Il was then
he learned that the ship was to
have segrchied only an hour, and
that the commupding officer had
sct a déadline of another five min-
utles, after which the scarch wans
lo have been abandoned.

“The men were mnore surprised
lo see me than [ was to sce them,”
Lemmermann  said. “And  they
trented me rayolly. They haye a
tough job to do and they're reully
In this thing, doing great work.
They deserve ail the credit you
can glve them.”

Early thls year, when Leémmmer-
mann first joined the service, he
wis cited for diving inlo the (vigld
walers off Staten lsiand to rescue
a ghip’s worker who had fallen
overboard between two ships, Al-
though Lemmermann brought hlm
out. of the wiiter, the man suc-
cumbed to expositre. T.emmer-
mann hlmsell suffered from the
eflects of the winter submersion,

* Courtesy of Gustavus R.

lde, Jr.

1S43%







Ue 8. Ac Te “Jo WO HOANDREI'
02fioe of tho Hagter

nombdl‘o 15. 19“3

To; The Cormanding 0ffioor
UaBeSe. Glemmnon.

Sudbjoot; Rescus of Wlllieom J. Lemmormann, Mastsr et Arms of the
UeBeAaTs J M MaAndremw,

_ Floass agespt my oincoro thanbs ond congratuletions for
the veary flns work of resouvoing zy Haoctar at Ares, 12123em J,
Lec3oraaune 48 a gooman I fully reclice the difficulty $nvolved,
because of darknsss snd the vory high geas which ware rmmning at
ths tize, In vicw of tho wfavorable counditions, I econsider ths
rescue whioh you and your mon carried out go susceasfully an axce
eptionally fine pleco of seamanship,

The men of the dogtroyor forco are doing a great work in
asolating these ghips to got trocps acroas gafely and desarve a
lot of ecrodits Tho mon on theso schipas much prefor our imsrdcan
eocorts to thoso of any other Hatlon. It 43 not Just becouzo wd
are imerioans too, we arc firmly convincod that thoy are "topo®,

I and all xy orow feel groatly indehted amd appreciative
tc you and your orow,

TWith mampst feelings for continued euccoss, I am,

Hagter Tel.A.7. J.7. HcAndrey

(Courtesy of Gustavus R. Ide, Jr.)






UNITED STATES ATLEANTIC FLEET
Fragsurr or a2 Coyawanorr ov Caer

%mmenafaﬁan

P15/ 3747
2 December 1943
Froms: Commander in Chief, United States Atlantic Fleet.
To: Commander Clifford A. Johnson, U.S. Navy.
Subject: Commendation.
1. The Commander in Chief, United States Atlantic Fleet,

notes with pleasure, your outstanding performance of duty as Commanding
Officer, U.S.S. GLENNON, when early in the morning of 12 November 1943,
you rescued a man lost overboard from a ship in the convoy which you
were screening.,

2. When informed at about 0130, 12 November 1943, that the
U.5.A.T. J. W. McAndrew had lost a man overboard, you immediately closed
from your position several thousand yards distant from the point of the
accident. Despite the dark night and the rough sea, you succeeded in
locating and rescuing the swimming man.

3. The Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet, commends you for
your display of judgment, persistance, prompt action, and superior sea-
manship which has again resulted in the saving of life at sea.

R. E. INGERSOLL

Note: Copy of original commendation letter courtesy of Gustavus R. Ide,
Jr. Retyped by E. A. Wilde, Jr. in October, 1998, using the original's
letterhead.
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POoperat ion Neptune” was the code-name For the amphibious landing phase of
¥Operat ion Overlord,” the invaslion of Europe. On June 6, 1944, an armada
of 2,727 Allied ships and small craft crossed the English Channel to land
troops on the coast of Normandy, France, about 80 miles south of the Eng-
! ish Channel port of Portsmouth. The Glennon provided gunflire support to
the U.S. troops at "Utah Beach,™ at the western end of the Beachhead, and
screaaned the heavy ships against expected attacks by German motor torpsedo
boats ("E-boats"”). (Map from S. E. Morison's history, Vol. XI)







SUPREME HEAD{QQUARTERS

ALLTED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward
which we have striven these many months. The eyes of

the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-
loving people everywhere march with you. In company with
our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other Fronts, you
will bring about the destruction of the German war machine,
the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples
of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world.

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well
trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight
savagely.

But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the
Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have in-
flicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle,
man-to-man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced

their strength in the air and their capacity to wage war on
the ground. Our Home Fronts have given us an overwhelming
superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at
our disposal great reserves of trained fighting men. The
tide has turned! The free men of the world are marching
together to Victory!

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty
and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than full
Victory!

Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessing of Almighty
God upon this great and noble undertaking.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

This eve-of-battle message to Allied forces was read over all PA systems
once ships cleared port. Retyped from a replica of the original message,
held by the Imperial War Museum, included in D-Day, by Richard Collier
(New York: Abbeville Publishing Group, 1992).
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
April, 1999






German motor torpedo boats, called "E-boats" by the Allles, threatened the Inva-
sion Fleet, so destroyers at Normandy ware often assigned to a screening station
around the heavy ships., The vessel/ shown is an ear! ier model, but in 1944 these
E~boats were powered by three 20-cyl/ Inder diese! engines rated at 2,500 hp each,
giving them a maximum speed of 43.5 knots. They were 115 frt. long ang dijsplaced
113 tons. These vessels carried four torpedoes: two In their tubes and two more
amidships which could be reloaded in 45 seconds. Six sea mines could be carried
in place of the reifocads. They weare manned by 26=30 offlcers and men.

{Naval Historical Foundation Collection.)







UNITED STATES SMiP GLENNON (DD620) Juesday -6  Tune  _, uwll

REMARKS
IN ASSAULT TRANSPORT AREA, FORCE UTAH, BAY OF THE SEINE,.TRANGE. .

0=04. .~ Bteaming ag au.escort end screening unit. of. 311ied. Fxphditionary Force ed Haval Expedi-
tlonary Force, Western Naval Taek Foree, Assault Force "UM, USS y Flagship in accord-
Tt e WATE Operatlst ovder No 5e4y  SErLil 00052, Bt ~ToF  TRTETAT EHEAMIY Bay o7 the Selve
ceenrrer—FE8D084-.15ading to. invaaion.of..Mestern Furope,...Boilers. §1.£2, 3%4.in usa for. steaming. pire.
posen. On base course 210°(T&G), 222°(pss), speed 13 knots, steering verious courses at
Tt vaFIouE e dds 1o conlov with hewly evept ChAnnel T tYaEnsport afes of WekteFd TaEr Foress
JR—— CDS..17.-present .in .USS..JEFFERS,...Other..ships.present.include  USS NEVADL, NSS GUINCY, USS. .. ...
( TUSCALDOSA (SOPA), HMS ENTERPRISE, HMS EBLACK PRINCE, destroyer squadron 17, All hands at
general quartérs,  O0IL, Clighged speed T 11 knota. U037, CHanged souras to210°(TaG); 2222
....fpsu)...-.0036,..Ghnnged..Bpeed..tn..10..hmtl..."m,uSighted.mlett"hnﬂng_lBﬂ‘!(I).,..ﬂiﬂame
1 mile, Challenged amd received correct identification signal. 00855, Formatlon of 2, Ameri-
e SN HITSFATY (P C=47) paBded svertcad O GPOBItE e ES S UL, PAGHES e EItIRY Tad  Huey,
,____-___......ma.rking..cants:..of..anr.rance.lmea..tu..t:anapozt.xnnhmgn.am&.nLFma..".E!,..xhenm.,tn.Am.hnard .
distance 200 yards. 0152, Changed course to 146°{T%G), 161 (pec) to proceed inte ransport
T EFeEy 0201, CHEREd 8peed TS5 KISTE, 0225, USS BATFTLED KASHSFed s 02I0; Cormetisad antls"
PR whnarine.-and..a.n:u.-E-boa:t..screan..nt..trnnspozt.uea.xlongmthmtem_ad.da.nf.-uu,"-ﬂm,....
Large formatdon of $-47's passed overheed on course 000°(T). 0330, Bombing of beach area
s oS 68 ;T NS OB T TIYEE M tar el W HITTeT T EUHbErN a3 0t N
J.

4 b,_% '
G.R: _;‘Jﬂ:;"‘nt:(':g};"m; """""""""" —

04~08 = 0405, Smoke from fires started on beach caused visibility to drop to 2000 yarda, OiL5 s Smoke
TR LEEY ey VA1 BT by 20,000 yura sy 0539, " Buttieaht py, s uIsEry and ~duntroyery in - rires voppert
............... Areas. onge,.tmwe,. thres and. four.. 0630, H=hour, Fizs.waye.of:iroops landed.on beach, . A1l .
firing by naval gune at pre-designated targets ceased, 0700, USS COHRY in fire support station
"“"“”""'#3'";“hi‘b"'b?"'Bh‘d!'E"b‘éf-‘li!"i‘éi!'.‘“"0’732;"SGEII!‘BG"n"ﬁlﬁ“gﬁ!‘l!i'ﬂ"q&irtﬂ'l,—'!l!ﬁ"mt‘fo‘ﬂ'n'ﬂ‘s; """ Des-
eceereeenGORBY. prosummably. sunk, . P

RiLia WGOONDOGUE; T3 {3g); TSIt — -

8-12 = 0800 pedbion - Lat. 49°-34.0 N, Long, 00P-56,0 W, 0805, Mustersd orew on stations, Absentees:
e "Kaﬁe:""0815;"m‘é"amyf'mapuunuu"nr'ugu:uarahrs;?:”uupnr.—cam:ttuua-mrm:---ms;-ut
e $ATmR e nider. #2 boiler. 0915, U.S.S5.. BUTLER Reliewed. l.5.8..H0BSQN in fre support position|
« USS HOBSON replaced USS CORRY which had sunk in 6 fathoms of water in fire support position
e ST 0922, T PUr BN Tty desput e ordey 06091 SR rrom  CommutderTunk-Forey-12%;-Yeft soreeming
cmewrer—Btatdon at franspori.area and proceeded to relisve USS SBUERICK in. fixe. support position #2,
Went to general qugrters, 0923, Steering various courses and epeeds to gmin fire support -
e poattion 25 1006, - Prsned  1lee Saint-RErosut-sbesm-to-starbonrd; distanse-2-mtYes; - 1090,
ceeeremeB813eved. IS8 SHUERIGK at fire support.pesition #2. -

"Jn.r.. u""éocomnaun, I.tbfjgs. usR

12-16. = 1200, posdtion. = Lok 4922700, Long.. 01 =05.0. Wa._ 1327, Recleved target deatznation. from....
ahore fire control party. 1330, Fired on salvo at terget of opportunity, Cemsed firing, Ex-
----"--"""p‘emau“‘mur"muuiw'5*/38'"ammm:ltiun':“Nb“enmltiuu';"“ﬂu"reluitu"ubsmad:""zast;"Secured"fmm
oo GENOYAL_quarters, set. condition YI...1i00, Fent to general quariers.for shore hombardment. .
1404, Commenced firing at target of opportunity. 1406, 'Ceased firing, expended & rounds of
Rt *5*/38"nmm:l.‘b:l.mx."'M"cnmutias':“r'ﬂu"rusunrubaumd‘.'—ml;“sauured".rrun"gunarar-quartars-,"
ceemermeaenones 2ot condition TI. % Jj D)

KL MoCONLOGUE; ~Wb< (&Y USNR— -

16«20 « 1610, Main circulator pump in #2 engineroom 1p cut of commisaion, 1620, secured port engine
with fackding-gear:~1620; lamting-targe-hit-by-shore-tutterites and-stowiy-einking =hout-2000
yaxds, besring 0R0°(T). Clh

e general quartera.to proceed teck to bombardment. station. _2145,.Target desigmated was _beyond
range of our batteries, Secursd from general quartera, sst conditdon II ¥S, . 21i7, Proceeding
roreemmesby e port e Consarrder Bontbardment -Grouy, - 224 0; - Comenced - sereentng g5 member--of - tnner------—
cermrmeermmeeeee BETREN. f0X. Foree UTAH . in sccordance with CTO.125.8. TBS orders.

Al 1A dcom...

.. PACON, Lt.(Jgl, lUSMR

APFROVED EXAMINED

>
¢ _SBHNSON! Gomma.nder, U8 N, COM MANDING. J.B. :F_mml I‘t0comir01 U. 8. M. NA\MG%=







UNITED STATES SHIP

GIDINOR (DDE20) " giay 7 Fune

adne i
(Duy) (Dmtm} (Month)

1944

00-04, -

0408 -

08.12 -

12-16 ~

16=20 =

'FRANKFORD and verlous other units of the U.5. and Allied Naviee of Force UTAH/

N N T IR

OPERATTONAL

The log of 7«9 Juns was lost in the sinking of the ship. Euntries and times are, thersfors
a reconstruotion obtalned through the questioning of officers of the deck, pertinent
degpatches, TBS and radiophons 608 transmissions,

On station eg unit of antl-submarine and anti-E=boat inner soreens for bombardment group
in accordance with dirsctives of CTG 125.8 despatoh 0622408, Bodlers 1 and 4 in use for
steaming purposes. Steaming at 1/3 speed in NW corner of Preirie, Condition II set
throughout the ship, modified material condition Affirm. Ships present: CTG 125.8 in
U,8.8. TUSCALOOSA; CTF125 in U.S5.9, BAYFIELD; CDS 17 in U.5.9. JEFFERS; CDS18 in U.S.S.

0350, (ERMAN aireraft identified es probably HE11l dropped 500 pound bomb 500 yards to
port. No damape sustainad, 0352, All hande to gemnl(aq\?ta S e ﬂ\

0. R, ITE, "{r., Lt.(fg), USNR

On atation s before acreening heavy ships of bombardment group., 411 hands at general
querters. 0515, Froceeded into statlon ¥ 5, close fire support ares in accordance with
CTG 125.8 despatch 070515, quoting CTFL25 deapatoh 070326, 0530, On astation. 0615,
Secured from general quarters, set conditionm II.

C. D, ROBISON, Lt,(ig), BN

Stesming to buoy "@M" in position #5 olose fire support area,
gtations, No absenteeg. Made dally inspection of magazines and 3.P, samples, Conditiong
normal, 0900, A1l hands to general quarters to fire on targete desigmatad shore fire
gontrol partids:(34). 0900-1200 Piring on targets #5 (4 gun 155MM batterieg), target §9
Z gun 105MM tattaries), target #14 (2 gun 1501 tatteries) end target #20 (artillery
hardmiartara). Teroat #0 wan fired on. on twn semarata occassions. SFCF 3L renorted
targeta demolished, Had excellent commnications with SFGP throughout morning, Approxie
mataly 200 rounds expended during this firing. '

R. L. MeGONLOGEE, Lt#(ig), USMR

0830, Wustered crew on

At general quarters, as before. In poaition #5, standing by to ""fm call from SFCP
Jig Roger Mke, 1330, Sscured from genaral quartsrs on being told by SFCP that no further
targets were available at this time, 1500, A1l hands to genmerzl quarters to fire on
desigrated targets on shore, 15001600, Firing on targets #4 and #7 end some targets of
opportunity, including truck columns and a large radar antenna,

gyultu unobserved,
%L ftl oLdn,.
. N. BACON, Lt,(ig), USNR

Ship at gensral quarters as before, firing on desipgnated targets by SFCP 33,

1600-1800,

Piring on target #3, apotted by SFCP 33,

Target is a 155 Ml pun battery plus troop con=-

cantrations. On completion of firing SFCP 33 trensmitted "results exvellent, mell donma®,
1800-1900, Firing on tarpet coordinates 357 027 which 13 en enemy counter attack of
considerable force, Two hundred rounds of 5"/38 expended. Baoh salvo spotted by SFCP 3.
fus to proximity of own troops. Upon completlon of assigrment , recelved from SFCP 34,
"Results excellent, attack repulsed", Unconfirmed later reports from Army personnel in
ares indieatas that upwards of  two divigions of enemy froops wers repuleed during this
firing. 1900, Set condition IX, Secured from gemeral quarters,

R. L. MoCONLOGUE, Lt.{jg), USIR

On station in close fire support area, position ¥#5 as before, 22i0, Porceeded to atation
in BW cornmer area PRAINIE, betwesn outer adreen and heavy ah:lgs in accordance with direce
tives of CTF125 despatch 072238/ Juns , Steaming on courses 350°- 70° to maintain gtation.

20-24 -

Exemined:

~ ) .
E' Eonmon, Lt.ljg), USN
c

FERRITER, L1 Usy

Nortgalor,

/-B

To be forwarded direct to the Burean of Naval Persennel at the ond of vach menth.

T v oMY M SFTICE L T T
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UNITED STATES SHIP___ GLENNON (DD 620) Thuratey 8 18

-SONPEERNI AT
ADRIETHETIVE REMARKS
OFERATIONAL

00-04 = BStsaming as inner screen betwesn outer scresn and beavy ships in aocordance with CTF125

despatoh 072238/Juns. Boilers 1 & J in ugs,
TUSCALOOSA; CTF125 in U.B.3.
FRANKFORD, and variois

BAYFIEID; CIS 17 in U,8.5. JEFFERS and GDS 18 in U.3
upita of U.S. Navy of agsanlt force OTAH,

Ships present: CTG 125,82 in U.S.5,
N
0230, Explosion seen

in water,port bow, distant 100 yards,

Cause of exploaion unskown,

411 haods to general

quarters, 0250, Secured from general quarters, set oond

04-0B = Bteawing as before, irmer screen atation, BN corner area FRAIRIE, 0450, All hands to
gemeral quarters for E-boat alert, 0510, Secured from gensral quarters, set condition IJ|
E=boat alert dstermined to be false. 0530, Proceedsd in to take station in close fire
support ares, position #5 in vieinity of busy "QD¥, in aocordance with directived of

CTG 125.8. 0715, On station.
H, N, BACON, Lt. (jg), USIR

08-12 = Steaming as before to buoy "GD" at station #5, close fire support area channel, 0803,

Heavy shock felt coming from the aftor of ahi A1l pands to gensral quarters, Per
“Soon TTostIrg asTorn aaorget Tt s Sd oT - afid 1oy [aodn to general quartera, P
turn them to ship. Damage control officer, in formward engineroom, reparted stern
expbded and very nearly severed fom the shlp betwsen guns 3 & 4, All after compartments
flooded, main enpines inoperative, aftor enginercom flooding through atern tubes, Explo-
sion determined to be caused by a mine, Wounded personnel evacuated to battle dressing s
tions in werdroom and after mess hall, Ship apeumed a 11t of 52 to starbosrd and com=
menced to settle by stern, to sventually 8" of freeboard, 0830, U,.8.8, STAFF (AM112)
and U,3.8, THREAT (AM12,) came wlongside to port and starboard bow (bow to bow) to
aasiﬂt. 0835’ UISIS. THFEAT cast Off, towline ]l!aed from UIS.BI STAFF. U.S.S. THHEAT
ordered to gweop this vessel under tow by U,S.S. STAFF, U.S.S, RICH {E) anproached ship
but on being told no assistance required by us, left the area. 0838, (approx) Enemy pun
fire straddled ship agtern with threes salvos of large calibro guna, No damage mustatned,
Criudser fire tool: targets 1 &1 under fire, 0840, U.S,3. RICH, about 500 yurds astern, ey-
ploded & mine under her stern, about 50 feet of her stern flosting clesr. 0841, Second

B

explosion in vicimlty of bridge of U,2.5, FICH, Survivors

from sinking RIOR transferred

to small oraft in vielhity,

0&5' Under tow w U.s.s. STLF?.

0900, Abendoned attempts

to tor ship, broken pertion reating on bottom,
31 feet, 0915, U.S5.8, STAFF came alongaide,

dounding aft teken and determined to be
0920, Tha following mamed officers and

men wers transferred to the U.5.3, :STAFF, FFT to places

indieated, in aeccordanes with

vertal orders of the commanding officer, Lieut,(ig) G.

R, IIB, Jr., USNR, in charge:

ACKER, Florian L., SoM3e, £39-03-07, USKR
ADAMS, John F., GM3o, 623-27-21, ISHR

ADANS, Owen L., Biflo, 611-85-18, USHR
ALBERTSON, Charles F,, Sle, 812-79-85, USNR
ADAMS3, Thomas. G, GM3e, €69-10-91, USHR
BATRD, Wallace, TM2o, 628+7;-84, USNR
BB.IDWIN, Charlesn “.' HC. 634-34-74’ USRR
BASSA, lester, Slc, 560-03-23, USHR
BECKOVITCH, Nicholas J., W'3a, 652-65-68, USNR
BEHM, Julius, SF2e, 622-69-07, USHR

EERPICR, Andrew L,, Slo, 620=80-49, USRR
BEVILAQUA, Foger, M™M2c, €06~41-39, USKR
BIEISTEIN, John L,, S2e 812-79-87, USKR
BORODERCO, Alexander, PM2e, 666-67-37, USIR
FEATDT, Wilbur J., S03c, €21-44-21, USMR
BROOME, Robert F,, Cox, 552-21-22, USNR - Portlend, England
EROAN, Harry, S2a, 641-79-43, USHR

DROXHOLM, Wallaca E,, F2c, 861-44-80, USHR
BUCKIEY, John A,, FCla, £57-44=27, USKR
'BURKHAFT, Ernost Jr., Slo, 64179231, USNR

AL JOANSOY, Commander, USH
—Commanding Officer,

Te be ferwarded dicect (o the Buraan of Naval Peronnal st the end of sach month.






THIE PEATIOEIAL ATFCHINYES DECMSSIFIED
REFRMOUCED AT ML\O'T{A’ _ ‘
g Byz.‘ﬁ-:,hmmonte I
— I . e e l*m' . & T l —— ea———— ——— e e
ACTION REPORT
EB;'I‘; nbég"wn DECLASSTFI® - Orivay msr 550030
S BV DATE =g — & o
USS GLENNON DD 620
SERIAL 0008 2% JUNE 1944

REPORT OF ACTIOM AND LOSS OF USS GLENNON IN
OPERATION "NEPTUNE" - SUBMITTAL OF .

r-_SCREENING BOMBARDMENT GROUP IN BAIE DE LA
SEINE DURING INVASION OF NORMANDY - STRUCK

| MINE 8 JUNE AND SANK ON 10 JUNE 1944 .
- | PERIOD 6-10 JUNE 1944 WITH TASK GROUP 125.6.

—

768 10

OFFICE OF NAVAL RE CORDS AND LIBRARY

bt AR
s gadr
W I;

Ry
.

TP

R 2

e

e _‘_,."'

'fl!‘:k. '

T NTOTTO






DD620/A16/A9
Serial (0008}

-SEeRET

From:
To:

Sub ject:

Enclosure:

1.

U.S5.3. GLLBNNGN (DL620)
(ADRINISTRATION)

23 June 1944,

The Commanding Officar.
The Commander U.S.Naval Forces Europe, London

England.

Report of Action and loss of USS GLENNON in
Operation "Neptune" - submittal or.

(A) Twenty coples of subject report.
Enclosure (A) is submitted herswith in ita entirety

for action, distribution, and forwarding. No advance eopies have
been forwarded, meiled pr distributed by this command, There are
twenty (20) eopies of this report included herein with routing

designeted for only fifteen (15), leavi
available for additional distribution.

DD620/A16/A9
Serial (0008)

SECKET

Prom:
To:
Vias

Subjeet:

Reference:

Eneclosuress

ng four (4) extra coples

U.8.5. GLENNON (DD

(AUMINISTRATION)
23 June 1944.
_ e .
The Commanding Officer. Py ’38“
The Secretary of the Navy. ' JU”Euq

(1) Commander Destroyer Squeadron 17 (CTG 125,6).
(2) Cormander Shore Bombardment Group "UTAH™

(cTG 125.8).
3) Commander Force "UTAH" (CTF 125).
Naval Commander Western Naval Task Foree(CTF 122).

L
Si Commander Twelfth Ileet (COMMAVEU),
6) Cormander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.

Combined Aotion and Loss of USS GLENNON in Operation
"Neptune" - report on. Quovibie Hine

a) U.S. Navy Regulations, art 712,
bi U.S, Navy Regulations, Art. 841(3).
USS GLENNON despatch 132213B.
USS GLENNON Secret Mailgram Serial (0001) of

13 June 1944,

iA) Copy of reference (d).

B) Quthoard profile,USS GLEINON, showing shell hits
and fragmentation.(One copy only with original)
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DD620/416/49 U.S.5. GLENNON (DD620)
Serial (0008) (ADMINISTRATION)

—SEGREE—
Subjeet:

I. INTRODUCTION,

1. It 13 not deemed practicable to sepurate the action
report and loas of ship report because both reports are so closely
related. All times, unless otherwise specified, are Baker Zone Time.
Due to loss of the ourrent Quartermaster's Notebook, the Ship's Log,
and the TBS logs, times have been estublished only as olosely as can
be reconstructed by memory and other means at the disposal of the

ship's officers and enlisted personnel.

23 June 1944.

2, The USS GLENNON, in oompany with Destroyer Squadron
17, plus the U3S PLUNKETT, arrived in Belfast, N,I., and reported
to Commender 12TH Fleet, for duty in Operation "Neptune", li May
1944. The period 29 February - 18 March 1944 had been spent in in-
tensive training with emphasia on shore bombardment and anti-aircrarft
at Casco Bay, Malne. The ocormanding Officer felt the ship was in all
respects ready for any DD assignment that the ship might be given.

3. After fueling, omn 15 May 1944, Destroyer Squadron 17,
less USS PLUNKETT, got underway from Belfast, N.I. and proceeded to
Plymouth, England for oconferences and training with shore fire oon-
trol parties, arriving there 16 May 1944. Sealed operation orders,
plans, and eorrespondence in considerable volume were reoseived short-
ly after arrivel., Stowage was a problem, but was solved by placing
part of it in a communieation safe cleared for that purpose with the
remeinder in the commanding officer's stateroom, which was kept
loocked with ‘an armed sentry at the door. The ship was provisioned to
capaolty., On 22 May, conference was hold betwesn key ship's officers
and shore rire ¢ontrol offiocers, an ussistant gunnery orfficer wes
sent with the shors fire control party for observation. On 23 May
1944, DesDiv 32 got underwey uand proceeded to Slepton Hand Area,
where ships fired individually at shore targets with SFCP observatlion.
Two separate phases were fired, expending a total of 40 rounds of
5"/38 ocmliber HE ammunition, after firing, the ships returned to
Plymouth where a conference between SFCP, our shore observer, and
key ship*s officers ocleared up uminor points to be corrected. The
praotice was considered supavssful; all gunnery and communication

equipment funotioned very well.

4, On 24 May, Commander Destroyer Squadron 17 shifted

the pennont to USS GLENNON due to damuge to USS NILSON. The period
Mey 24 - 25 was spent in escorting the USS AUGUSYTa (CTF 122) with
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Ui, GLEIMOW (DD620)

DD4207A16/AG
(ADMINISTHATION)

Sérial (0008)
23 June 1944,

Subject: Combined Action aud Loss of U33 GLENNON in Operation

________ "Neptune® - report on. _ _ _ _ _ . _ o _ _ _ ___

USS MURPHY and USS JEFFERS ud addltlonel escorts, to Portland, Eng-
lend and return. A haerbor reviow by His Majesty, king George VI of
England was held in Portland. Upon return to Plymouth on 25 May,
ammunition was replenished and OM mail for Commands in Belfast area
was teken aboard. Urders were received to open all sealed secret
orders. 26 May underwny 3ingly, -enroute to Belrest,N.I.,arriving

27 May. On arrival, Communder Destroyer Squadron 17 shifted his pen-

nent to the USS JiZFFERS.
On 28 May, the couvuanding offlcer and key officers

5.
were briefed for Operation "Neptune"™ by CTG 1725.8.
6 Oun 31 May, proceeded in company with DesDiv 33, less
e,

USE NELSON, plus UsS PLUNKETT, to Clyde Exercise sArea for an

boat exercises. These proved very helpful and successful, both from
4 gunuery and & communication standpoint. Both day end night exer-
ciges were held, using British HML's ay turgets. 1l June, upon com-
pletion, ship's returned to Belfast Lough and fueled to ospacity,

7. The USS GLZNNON hed been sealed on 31 May and a1l
exoept official outslde contact by orricers stopped. The commending
officer from this time went over thn operation plans with key off-
icers and made the outstandling corrections. All operation orders had
been thoroughly studied by the commending officer. Each key officer
had emple time to become thoroughly acquainted with his part in the
plans. A4ll officers end men were briufed prior to errival in the
battle area. Therc was oonsideruble enthusliasm shown by both offioers
and crew. Mornle was oxsellent. The commanding officer had the full-
. est confidenoce iii the ultimate success of tha‘operatioq as a whole

and of the GLENNON's part in it. The ship and about 40% of its
officers end men had been through the Sicilian Campeign in the Gela
gsector and later in the Palermo grea. It wans expected that that

previous experience would prove valuable,

II, THE APPROACH.

1. For the eurly approuch, the GLENNON was an eacort
unit for Belfmst Shore Bombardment Seetion, Tesk Group A. Other
escort units were USS JEFFERG (CDS 17;-(Captain MURDAUGH,Soreen
Commander), GHERARDI, PLUNLETT, BLESSEMAN snd AMESBURY. Task Group
A included the USS TEXAS (CTG A, Heur Admiral BRYANT), sRKANSAS,
NEVADA, HRFS MONTC/.JIM, GLORGE LEGGUES In the late afternoon of
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DD620/A16/19 U.9.5. GLENION (DD620)
Seriml {0008) (ADHINISTIL.TICI)

—EEGHEE-

Subjeot:

2 June, a despatch was received from NCWTF placing ON WZST THO in
effect, giving H-hour as 0600, 5 June 1944 for TF 125. In accordance
with CDS 17 despatch 021427, the USS GIINHON was underway from Bel-
fost Lough at 0145, 3 June and proceeded to screcen Tusk Group A to

Point "4a® (CTF 125 OpOrder 3-44, Aunex Fox}.

2. About 060Q, &4 June, received desapatch from NCWTIF
delaying H-hour until) 0630, 6 June. iiccordingly the Postponement
Plen was pleced in effect and Task Group A reversed oourse at 0740/4
reversing again at 1845/L. This period was completed without incident.

3. Task Group &4 was jolned by Task Group B about 0900/4,
forming the Belfest Section of Convoy UlA, detaching units of TF 124
Bombardment Group, which proceeded shead. Convoy Ula, Belfaust Section,
comprised HMS ENTERFRISE, HAWKINS, USS NEVADA, QUINCY, TUSCALOO0SA
(CTG 125.8 - Admiral DEYU in command), tMS BLACK PRINCE. Formation
in column, distance 700 yards. Soreuening vessels were the USS JEFF-
ERS (CDS 17 - Screen Coumander), GLENNON, HERMNDON, SHUBHRICK, BUTLER
(CDD 34), GHERARDI. This cormand's stution wns on port bow of HMS
ENTERFRISE, distance kept to remain in swept chennel.

4. The approach from Point "A" to Transport Area pro-
ceaded in accordance with CTF 125 OpUrder 3-44, Appendix Two to
innex Fox, with additlonal rorcos joining as indicaoted. At 2000,
all 4 boilers were on the line, split plant operation, On signal
from CTF 125, at 2230 went to generul quarters, checked ocondlition
AFIRM closely. At 2244, after sunset, procceded to station 6000
yards dead ahead of the IMS LNTEKPRISE, in accordanov with the
soreen oommander's previous instructions. That placed the vessel
ahead of the convoy, c¢losing the sweepers. Shortly after dark gun-
rire waus noted to the westwerd and was assumed to be between
Jritish Plymouth Command Covering Units and enemy light fordes.
This gunfire continued sporadically during the night, but no enemy
forces approached. Twice, fust poving vessels approached to about
12,000 yards, but there stopped und reversed their course. During
the lest 20 wiles of the approach these radar pips, plus our own
sweepers and HML's ahead along the route, two surfacud mines, stat-
ion keeping in strong tides, kept the sormanding officer and the
CIC very busy. At one point sweepers ahead pnsdged close aboard two
smell eraft, wiich later turned out to be RML's. Our guns wera
rreined on them, but fire wus not opened due to sweepers belng un-
molested. Chellenge was nade three times before correcct answer was
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recelved, by this time they were nhead but 900 yards with no way on,

During the peried station had been lost, the ENTERPRISE being pficked
up 1500 yards on port quarter, turning to port. 4 hard left turn
was made, speed increased to 25 knots, to regein station. At that

moment the ENTEKPKISE turned hard right, apparently having nade a
was lmenent, All engines were

2ig to regain the ochannel. Collision
ort wus mode, with suocess, to

backed emergency full and every aff
keep oleer of approaching heavy ships without interfering with their
course. Collision was avoided. As the transport area was only 2500

yards uliead, the GLENNON then procceded to and cormenced patrol in

her screening station to thic north and west of the trunsport &rea,
The screen ocommander had been kept informed of situat-

arriving 0150.

ion shead arfter dark by this vesasel sending non-receipt blinker tube
messanges astern. It is noted here before pmssing that the Swoepers
had done a splendid job of laying their bouys ir ochannel #l and in
the transport ares under very diffioult tidel eurrent conditions.

III. SCREENING TASK FORCE 125 (UTAH).

1. In position north and west of trunsport araa, &
puetrol wus malntained, moking every effort to Separate friendly app-
roeching oonvoys froum possible enemy units. The Mountuin area was
particularly olosely watched. During the period f1ron H- 4 hours,

40 minutes until orders were received to procoed to Fire Support
Position #2 at H plus 3 hours, no eneny navel units were contaoted
by sight, redar, or sound, and no attmcks were noted on Allied vesa-
0ls in transport area from any source. During the period all opera-
tions in UTAl area appeared to be proceeding in accordance with
CTF 125 OpOrder 3-44, this included the arrival of convoys, passage
of paratroop alr-transports overhsad on way out, bombardment of
beach installations by aircraft, and later by bombardment ships
and LCHS. Some flak opposition to airborne troops was noted, but
this did not appear nearly as heavy as had been noted at Gela. &
TBS wessage shortly after H-hour relayed the word thut the troops
had lended und breached the sea wall in UTLH aree., Vord was recelv-
ed that the USS CORRY hud been sunk, presumably by gunfire, about

d~hour in Close Fire Support Position #3.

2. At 0720, sccured from genernl quarters for orew to
get breakfast, cleun up, and short rest, but kept modified material
condition AFIRM. 0825 secured #3 and #4 bollers to eonserve fuel;
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(ADMINLSTHLTTON ]
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Iv. CLOSE FIRE SUPFORT,

1, At 0922, in accordaase with CTF 125 despataoh 0609158
relayilng instructlons from NCWTF, proceeded (.cwpn boatlane to relieve
USS SHUBRICK in close firo support position #2. Went to general

quarters.

2. At 1030, relieved UsSS IHUSkRZCK, reported to CTG 125,.8
(Shore Bombardment Group UTaid} The SHUBRICK had uot contacted SFCP
30, agsigned her, for about one Lour. In order that communication
might be assured, a test was made with the SHUSBRICK prior to her
leaving the area. Tests were also conducted from time to time with
CTG 125.8. No enemy activity was uvvidencod. Shore bombardment ships
were firing at previously designute¢ or SFCP designated targets,
The situation of our troops ashorc was nct clear. A close lookout
was kept for targets of opportunity. About 1315, heavy shelling was
noted on the UTAH beaches, appurently coming rrom the Quienville
seotion, which could be observed from ships offshore thero. This
heavy bombardment continued for sometime, closing beaches. Contacted
SFCP at 1327, fired one 4 gun salvo at terget designated and was
glven cease firing, no results obsecrved. About 1i00, returned fire
of battery observed by gun flash which fired swo 2 gun salvos, the
neareat about 1000 yuards from oh: 3hip. After riring two 4 gun salvos,
no more splashes or flashes werc ohsurved and fire. was oeased, No
observation of results could be obtained. The situation eshore still
not being known, the commandiny ofriicer was most hesitant in firing
at any targets which could not definitely be recognized as hostlle.
At 1620, an LCT was sunk 2000 yardy to seaward, either by mine or
gunfire, survivors being picked up by a number of small craft ln area.
If that was a battery in our sector, it could not be located. At 2000,
reseived instruotions to close USS TUSCLLOOSA {CTG 125.8). At 2037,
contacted SFCP 30, received tares- “~eignntion beyond range of our guns
and transferred it to USS NiVADA, Aftor. closing TUSCALOOUA, received
orders (CTG 125.8 062240B) to acreen heavy bombardmesnt group during
night with other close fire support lD's. h petrol to the west of
the area, inside the Area Screen, was assigned by CDD 34 for the

night.

3. A close radar wateh was kep: on Mountain area during
the night for possible "E" boat attacks. A policy was adopted of
remaining at general quarters dwring daylight for shore bombardment
with a modified condition IT at night to repel surface oraft. Mater-
ial ocondition AFIEM was Kept set except for supplying essential

ventilution, fresh and flushing water at spscified times. At 0250,
an snemy air attack was delivered over UTAL, onc bomb lending about
500 yards on port bow. No plunes could be positively identified due
to low cloud cover and none were fired on. No hits on Allied ships

were observed. Allled fighters socn chroad enemy out of area, the
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DD620/A16/A9 U.5-S. GLEMNON (LD620)
Seriul (0008) { ADMINISTRATION)

23 June 1944.

Subject:

attack lasting not over one-half hour.

served. ,
in seccornaney with CTF 125 070032B, arrived in cloge

L.
fire support position #é off Quienville at sunrise, 7 June. Contaot
h SFCP 34 and naintained throughout the day,

was immediately made wi
communicetions were very good. Due to shoal wuter in the immedinte

areu, just enough wo” was kept to remmin in she swopt channel 200 -
500 yerds south of bouy QD. When tidal currents would cause the ship
to heud so as to ummask the battery for fire support, the ship was
anchored with chein at short stuv. An anchor detail remuained on the

forecastle for quick heuaving in.

5. Shore boumbardment on the 7th of June wags much more
satisfying thar the previous day, as several targets were designated
by SFCP on whieh excellint results were obvained. As our own troops
were advuncing toward Quienville from the eastward, we were in a
good position to support them and were nost anxious to do so.

6, +tbout 0900, SFCP 34 commenced designeting targets,
firing on target #5 (4 gun, 155mn battury;, target #9 (4 gun 105mm
battery), target #l4 (2 gun 15Cmm battery), and target #20 (ertill-
ery headguarters). Target #° was trought under fire at two Separate

times. SFCP 34 claimed all targets were dznolished, approximately
200 rounds of 44 Common expended. fibout 1600, splashes were noted
falling close to the USS BUTLER (CDD3%), the source could not be
found. The BUTLER bucked down e8 splashus approached, finally turn-
ing awey when she was straddled. No hits were observed. llaving al-
most exhaustecd her ammunition, the BUTLER wus ordered relieved by
the JEFFERS (CDZ 17)., During the period the BUTLER left and the
JEFFERS cane up, the GLENNON was directed to shift to their assigned
SFCP 33. SFCP 34 hud nothing for us at the moment and the shift was
nade to SFCP 3 with ah immediate assignment to target #3 (6 gun-
155mm battery) at which 100 rounds were expe'.ded, Then the JEFFERS
stood in and revlieved us. While this firir~ was going on, three
salvo splashes were seen to land about 500-1000 yuids short of the
GLENNON, still this battory could not be scen and as the splashes
ceased without coming clossr, no evasive action wus taken. It is bo=-
lieved thut the guns firing ececsed due to fact GLEITION was not

within naximum range.
7. Upon being ruvlieved by the JUI'FIRS when that unit

fired its first sdlvo at target #3, communications were shifted

to SFCP 34. The JLFVEKS wus fired on by the same battury that hed

fired on the BU'CLER and GLELNNON, iAfter one hit retired out or renge.

About 1800, s target designation (Grid Coordinates 357027} wes re-

ceived. The enemy was counter attucking in force (estimnted at two

divisions) and firc would hove to be cloe=ly controlled to avoid

hitting own troops. sbout 200 romnds were wc.....And in this assignment.

-7 -
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The fire was vary anthusiucstically reportued by the SI'CP with a final
word thut the resultas had bocn evxecellent and tho enemy was fallling

back In quick retrert.

8. o ririlker targets wure degignatod oo that day by
SI'CP, and at 2300 received word fron CTv 125.8 to take acreening
stution on heavy ships, Thic ship took up patrol inside bombatrdment
group to prevent attack by "E" bouts which might penetrate pilocket
line and approacin frowm direction of tue bpauch, No eneny surface

cetion was noted during the night. sbout 0230 anemy ailrcraft were
ngain over the crea, but no planes wurc olsnrly identified as hostile

and nc shots were firud. Une bomb luadaed i bout 50 ynrds on the port
bow, tirowing frigmnents on buerd but chuzing no dunuga.
At sunrise, 8 June, returned to close fire support

9.
#5, by order CTC 125.8 und contucted SFCP #34. The SI'GP had no targ-

ets and tha ship was told tc wait. ‘
MINE AMD ENeMY SHELLTIRL, SUBSECUENT ATTIMPT LT SALVAGE.

1. at 0803, B8 Juue 1944, with degcusaing-coils set. iit
position Iatitude-50¢ 32% O woxrth, longibuae 0XF,12Y,0 West (an
Jsnleted position 2 miles  to westward_af the aren Scruen and under

the -guns of the enmemy.ahors--butterdss st.(uinevills; while steanming
at 1/3 speed gn the pori enginc only (3 knots) to maiwtain position

in swept channel aboui 500 yurds south o QD" bouy, the effect of
e tremondous explosion was fellt, apperently coaing from the vielnity

of the stern.

2.
was lost due to

Iv.

Pne offvct was violant throunughout the ship. All power
the tripping of eciroult breukers, -put regained in
about three minutes “fha Torou of the mxplosion hud buen of sueh
megnitude as to threw two wen,; who were standing on the fantull,

40 feet in the alr, lamding them iu the weter. One of these nen wes
leter recovered with both legs brokun cnd poasibl: internal injuries.
A 600 pound depth eburge wau torn from the stern racks end thrown

50 feet, landing on the torpede platforsn abrenst #3, 5" gun mount.

4 150 pound ocement dan bouy anchor wrs thrown 125 fuet fram the fan-
teil to the port 20ma gun nest, tJurpedo plotfornm. Wutor rose o o
height of 25 feet about equally on the port nad starbonrd quarters.

. Gineral uuurters was sounded. A bout wus lowered to
pick up 16 men who hud veen thrown into tho water. Ropalr parties
agsembled cft for rescue nnd sualvege wotk. After an lrmediate report

of damage, word wns passcd over the louwdapeolier zireuit, "The ship
will not sink, all hands wemsin on bourd, ripnir purties proceed with
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Combined iction and Loss of USS GLENNON in Operation
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rescue and selvage work™. CTG 125.8 was informed of mine damage by
visual with a request for assistance. Imnediate etterpts to reise PT
boats on plcket lines had been futile. They were oalled to aid piok-
ing up survivors in water, assisting ship's MWB. Use of engines was
not attempted because such esction would havo been useless, euausing
further desmago to plant. 4n anchor wes not dropped because sat of

current was fevorable.

4. About 0830, the STAFF(AM1lk) and the THREAT (AML24)
¢losed the ship and ocame alongside port and starboard bow respeotive-
ly, bow to bow. Other small craft, RML's and PT's, begun tao olose,

A8 all survivors hed been picked up by our own MWB and returned
aboard to forwerd battle dressing station, these small boata were

told no assistance waz required.

5. There was no thought of iwmnsdimtely transferring per-
sonnol, the THREAT (AM124) wes shoved off to sweep us ocut a&nd the
STAFF(AM11L4) was passed a tow line to undertnke towing the GLENNON
to the Tremsport Area. While this was boing undertaken, the USS RICH
{IE) approached from eastward, asking by visual if assistance was
required. A visual reply wns sent immediamtely, "Negetive, elear arees
onutiously due nines"™. The RICH oircled the sterm and hended away
et about 5 knots. At this time a 4 gun salvo from an eneny shore
battery splashed about 200 yards sstern. T3S aontact was Limaediately
nade with CTG 125.8, requesting covering fire on targets #, and #14,
where firq appeared to be doning from. A second salvo straddled the
GLEMION In range but wes 150 yards astern. The eorulsers opsned with
covering rire. A third selvo splashed 50 yards asterm, ogain stradde
ling in rangei Crulser fire was then effective and enemy fire seased,

6 About 0B4L0, alnost coincident with the end of eneny

shellfire, when apparently in the swept chunnel headed gastword

about 1500 yards from. the GLENNON, the RICH detonated a nmine under
her storn. The after 50 feet of the stern broke away, floating about

3 to 5 minutes before sinking. The forwerd section drifted away.
Fifty to sixty seconds after the first detonation another pine ex-
ploded under the bow of the RICH. The ship broke aorosa the fore-
castle Just forwerd of the bridge struocture and sank alnost inmediate-
ly. Fortunately there was an AM and neny small oraft, whieh were pro-
ceeding away frow the GLEINON, quite olose to the RICH, and survivors,
who nust have been very badly injured, were pioked up &lmost iun-
edlately. No aid was sent beocause emple assistance wus already, et

the scene. & roport of the HICH wns 1ade by THS.
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DDGzﬂfa%ﬁ/ag) U.S.S. GLENHQN (Db620)

Serinl (000 { ADMINISTRATION)
—S R 23 June 1944.
‘Subject: Combined setion and Loss of the USS GLEMIION in
Qperztion "Neptune™ - report on.

T By 0845, the daouage control orficer subnitted a rather
conplete report of the demage to the GLENNON. The mine had axploded
at or near the port propellor shaft. Underwater dunage oould not. be
deternined accurately but wns estinmted. The ship wes torn fron the
keel about freme 155 up the port side to the main deck at froms 163,
The tecr extended aoross the deck at rrape 163, then going domn and
forwerd on the starbourd side to an undeternined depths All inside
frouing, plping, ete., was torn away in the bresk ns far down as
could be seen. This rupture had usppesred inriediately oun the portaide
to about 5 feet inboerd of deck edge and then slowly torn awey to
storboerd us the stern settled, The whole stern was down at an angle
of npproxinately 30 detrees, with the top of #4 gun mount about 2
feet out of water, C201L wes flcoded but could and was being pumped
out. The arfter bulkhead was shored. C202L, C302sM, C302Y4 and C3014M
were Tlooded and esould not immediantely be made watertight and pumped
out. CJO1¥ was whole and dry. See enclosure (B). The after engine-
Toon was Tlooding through the stern tubes but these were packed
with oaJum and wedges and brought under control with fire and bilge
pumpa. At the bresak, an originsl freeboard of 6" had besn ingreased
to 2' by the punping in the after sngineroom and C201L. Soundings
in other parts of the ship revealed no flcoding. Soundings by lead
eround the stern showed 31'af water, The gyro had withatood the
shock and was being cut in. All redio and radar execept the SCR 608
{SFCP oirsuits) wera_operative. Attempts at ropair to SCR 608 were
unsucoeasful, Guns #l and #2 were operative axoept some difficulaty

wes experienced with the hoist in gun #2. Gun #3 was operative,
s of weukness and o wrinkle portside

but the foundatlon showed 1o
efinitely throw thet gun out of align-

naindeck at freme 12 would
ment. No domage to the engineering plant, forward of the stern tube

beerings was apparent, Forward thrust had occurred at the tine of

the explosion, breaking the turbine rotor axial cleanrance indieators,
Danage to the turbine rotors and to the redustion gears wms suspected.
Breskage and minor demage was apread throughout the ship. Two degrees
port .list was -noted, The stern hed apparently aat down on the port
quarter, as quite s list was noted in the sseotion which hud broken

orf. ]
By 0900, it had beon dotermined that the STAFF(AM1lL)

8.
could not stir the GLENNUM,. The broken after seotlion had sgettled

on the bottom with at least thue starhoard propellor rirnly enchoring
the ship. CTG 125,8 was ipformed and asked for a salvage tug, It was
deglded to remove -the wounded and a total of about. 1/2 of the ship's
" gonplenent., The remainder would stay aboerd to procecd with salvags
efforts and nan a portion of the gun buttory, The STAFF took in her
tow Iine and cans alongside. A party of 12 orficers and 155 men,
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S. GLENHUN (DDb20)

DD620/n16/49 .S
Seriul (0008) (LI IS TR TION)
—SHEREF—~ 23 June 1944,

Subjeet: Coubined jcticn und Louss of the USS GLENNON in

J2 wounded, wers transferred to the OMYTFT in chorge of Lieutanant( jg)
G.R. IDE,USNR. Ten sucks of registered pubiications were transferred
for sufekeeping. The disbursing of'figer was ordercd to go, taking

all of his aonsy, recurds, gnd gccounts. The YTAFF shoved off about
0930, having been ordered to clouse the USS BuYFIELD to obtain orders

for the udlspusition of survivours aboard STAFF fran CTF 125. This was
done and swrvivurs were crdered tn IST 509 for return to U.K, On 9
June the wounded were turned ouver to the Lrmy Medical Unit at Port-
land, the remaining survivers sent to Viearsge Barracks, Plymouth,

to awalt further orders.

9. The comuanding fricor wgs very anxious to have the
salvage tug arrive in tinu to cowusence tow by idlgh tide, about 1130,
This was pussed to CTU 125.8 by TBS3 orvisual. 4 tug could be seen
out 1ln the shore bonmbardiient oruu, stunding by upparently awaiting
sweepers. Selvags operatiuns were continuing with every effort being
nade to lighten the stern and shirt welght to the bow. 0{1 was punped
forward. Shells and powdor frou 3 hendling roon were moved to #l
and #2 handling roous. Depth cherges wure jettisoned from the racks,
arfter renoving detunators, 4O0MI wmunition in topaside racks, the
loeding unachine, and all looss topsido gemr wus Jjettisoned., All
pumps available were placcd iu operstion pumpines out C20]1L. By 1100
this water level was reduced to 3 feet, nuving originslly been 6

Teet.

10. About 1100, the USS KIOWA (41170) with a junior
salvage officer, Liautenant(ig) PATTERGON, USNR, cane alongside the
port side. They hud been svept in by two sweepers. One acoustio and
one negnetic nine had been detonated in their puth. The two aweeps
were ordered to sweep the 'lnimedinte area und when the tow was under

way to sweep us out.

11, Licutenant( ji;) PATTERSON and the coimanding officer
of the KIOWa inspected thoe daniugad storn and, after eonference with
the cormanding officer cr the GIENKNOM, the declision was nade to try
to tow her off at high tide. The towline was secured and by 1130
towlng operaticns were underway. 4 gtraight pull was tried first
with all hands on the foruecustle of the GLENMON sallying ship. The
tug then worked beck and forth across the bow. Hot the slightest
riovenent wes obtained. The tug then turned the ship throughh 720
degrees, trying to sleer off the broker suction. Ho results were ob~
taeined although consideruble woerking was apparent.from the rending
vibretions fron the dunaged erea. At 1430, all efforts at being
towed were ovased, the towline wes slipred end the !J0Wa anchored
off the port bow. Lieutenant (jg) PATTIRSON had gont a nessuge to
CTF 125 asking that Lieutsnent Zoucnender MeCTUNG, USNR (CTU 122.3.2 -
Salvage Officer, Contrul Foicu Serving UThil) be sent to the scens
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U.S.8. GLEZON (DD620)

DD620/016/0T
Serial (0008) (LT IS T TIUN )
—EhoHEE- 23 June 1944.
Sub jeet: Conbined section and Loss ol USd GLENLON in Operation

for oconference. CTG 125.8 was ecalled by TBS and asked to aid in
obtaining the services of Lieutunant Couriunder MecCLUNG.

12, hbout 1530, the AT 3 arrived and anchored off port
bow. The salvage offlcers abuard thare plus Lieutenant PATTHERSON
were caelled aboard for conference., Dus dunger to divers frum ex-
ploding 1zines, 24 were detonsted in that imnmediate vioinity that
day, Lieutenant PATTERSON woulil not contence underwater investigation
until CTG 122.3.2 approved. The 4T 3 salvapge orfficers concurred in
this. The ATR sulvage ofTicer was then usked to return to the BAY-
FIZLD and try and bring Licutensnt Corriander MeGLUNG off, which he
suid he would do. The ooriamding orficer of the U4S GLIAMON and
Lieutenant PATTEHRSON then went nf't for further investigation of
denage, The first necessury step wes tu scnd a diver down to inspeot
what had to be cut away to free the ship, tlen send divers down to
syste.atically de it. If pontuons could be uande aveilable 1t would
be puasible to raolse the stern und tow it .wuy with tlhe ahip.

3, 4t 1630, the followlng musssage wns received fronm
CTF 125, addressed to the iWIOWe, info MNCWTF, "“ibundon attenpt to
heave ship off. Lay vut Bow anchors in suen u woy that bow section
ir ahip breaks in two will not drirt ushore. Cownwmnding officer
U85 GLENNON see that ull socret und confidentiul pepers are removed
off destroyer. Both tugs return and transfer survivors to LST 539
neur BAYFIELD 0B8l630B", Tuls despatoir took the counanding officer
sonewhat abeck as 1t was tnown’ that onse tho engincering plant was

- segured both the alfter engineroomn and C201L would flood. Orders
were gilven to carry out the provisionn o the despateh. 4ll secret
and ecnfidential registered publicaticns, correspondence, ete.,
were puoked und transferrvd to the Ki0Ww, which had been brought
alongaide port bow. ilen abosrrd who hud gear in the forward living
spacuas were told to puck up. The TR 3 was recalled and brought
alongside the storbounrd bow t9 cerry osut the sturboard anchor. All
personnel reocords were trunsferred. »ll ship's service, wardroon
mess, und welfare records and funds were transferred. All machinery
except /1 boiler, rforward generstor, and punps were scoured. Materisl
condition AFIHM wus sot and theroughly chocked. When it casue to the
order to securse the boiler the ocmimanding officer could not do 1it.
The deoision was then nadie thet the exccutive officer, the damage
sontrol officer (engineoring otfficer), and 8 rnen shouild remaln
abonrd as security watcl end tu keep the boliler and punps 1in opera=-

tion st least until tho cosiwwonding officer eould confer with CTT
The executive orficer w:s given orders to carry out this plaun,

125,
but if nc word weas forthcoming from the commanding orficer by 2100
to secure and proceed in the LB to LST 539 in necernrdance with
direotives. He was cautionad of the pr:asibility the enemy night
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WD620/i16/49 U.S.3. GLENNON (DD620)

Soriel (0008) (4ADMINISTATLON)
—EZoHET- 23 June 1944.
Subjest: Coribined action end Loas of US4 GLENIION in Onerution
"Neptung” - _repurt om. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - — - —

uttenpt tc board from "L™ bogta. also if the eneny shore battery
vpened fire on the ship, to abandon immedistely to the MWB, inforning

CTG 125.8 if practiozble.

1L, By 1800, all above work had been acconplished. The
pTt anchor was underfiot and the starboard anechor had been oearried
out to 50 fathong. The KIOWin with 6 officers and 83 enlisted sur-
vivirs, snd the ATR 3 shoved off fron nlongside and proseeded away
Tr.rt seene, belng swept cut of aren by 2 sweeps. Sons delay wus
gnc>untered awalting sweeps, but the LKIOWA arrived alongside the
IST 539 about 1930. Lieutonant Commander MeCLUNG (CTU 122.3.2) came
abuerd the KIOWA on arrivel tu receive a rsport of the dauasge to
the GLEIIION, Inlelnfetence with the ogumanding officer GLEINON, and
ILieutenant PATTERSON, he was given a ecouplete picture, including
the aine 1enace and eneny shore batteries. Tho inportance of early
S.1lvage due probable loss from shellfire was stressed. The cumnanding
“Ificer and Llieutenant Coumander HoCLUNG then proseeded to the USS
‘BLYFIELD tc ounfer with CTF 125, Liesutenqant { jg) ROBISON was left in
charge of the survivor detail aboard the L3T 539, whioch it was learn-

od ‘'was awalting oconvoy to U.K.

15. On arrival abourd the USS BAYFIELD, Rear jAduiral MOON,
oM (CTF 125) was informed of the situstion aboard the GLENNON, and
+. Lo swrrcunding aree. The commanding officer recormended that
piwer should be kept on the ship and a nessege was drafted and de-~
livered about 2110 to the detail abourd to reuanin there. Arrangensents
were nude with Ceptain RICHARDSON, USN (Chier of Staff, CTF 125)
to retaln a salvage detall of 50 men and 5 officers of the group
abcard LST 539. Orders would be 1ssued for them to transfer fron
the IST 539 to the SS HUBERTSON in the norning. The comnanding
ofticer and & staff radar offlcer would return to the GLEINON that
nicht. The staff radar officer would bring off the acsret parts of
&£ll radar equiprient. By the tine these arrangements had been couplet-
ed and a boat obtalned, dusk had set in. Darkness was coriplete by
the tine the heavy shoro bombardnent area had been reached. aAs it
was overcust, there was no noonlight. Due to the roestrictions againat
entering Mountulfy ~rec during darkmess, the boat returned to the
T.3T 539 and the BaAYFIELD with the request that it plok the sormanding
officer up at 0530 in the worning. The counanding officer apent the
nicht aboerd the LST 539. sbout 0530/9 June, tho boat game anlongside,
wes orderuwd to the BAYFIELD to pick up the ateff radar offlcer. The
coriznding offieor went aboard and contacted Liecutenant Connander.
Lic8LUNG, urging hin to start selvage operation us soon as pructlesbls.
The boat then proceeded to the USS GLENNON, arriving about 0645. The
sturf radar officer procoeded to lay out all secoret radar and ARQ
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U.3.3. CIEMNOM (DD620)

DD620/4116/49

Seriul (0008} ( ADMINISTRATION }

-SREREP- 23 June 19LL.
Subject: Conbinud Lcticn cnd Loss of WSS GLUNWON in Operstion

equiprient on theé air plct tuble in CIC for quick disposition in
case of enewy shellfire.

l6. arter the KIOwiA end ATR } had shoved off fron along-
side the night before, the volunteer detail osn the GLENNOMN waz fur-
nished with Thompson Sub-i.uchine guns, 45 osliber autonatic pistols
and split into nicht éngineering and gun watches by the exeoutive
officer. Two 20MM ;guns wers uanned. These precautions were taken
againat possibility of an enewny boarding party. At 2100, the plant
wag secured and preparations ocoupleted to leave the ship in accord~
anoe with the conuunding officer's instructions. The nessage to re-
nain eboard was then received and the fires wers lighted under #1
boller. At 0130, numerous flurces were novted in the direetion of
COTENTIN PENLIGULL. No aircrarft or surfuoo araft wers observed,
At 0530, the exeoutive officer noted whut looked like two nilnes
drifting by the port bow. CTF 125 and CTG 125,8 were notified of th-

i1s by visuul despatoch.

17. About 0830, the exeoutive officer wus directod to
proceed in the BAYFIELD boat with the starff radar officer., He was
tno go to the LST 539, take off 5 officers and 50 nen in socordanoce
with the arrangeuents of the previous night, taking then to the
8S ROBEKTSON (iLcconodection Ship), anchored near the beach. The
reuaining 33 wen and records were to be put in charge of Lieutanant
(Jeg) H.N. BACON, USMR, for return to U.li. He was also to oheok with
Lisutenant Conmander MoCLUNG as to when he eould be expected at the

GLENNON with the salvage party.

18, The oonmending officer and Lieutenant J. PERE, E-V(G)
USNR, {damage ocntrol officer) eonferred on possible salvage. During
the last 14 hours there lad been little apparent chango in the can-
ditiosn uf the breeck eltheugh there had been many rending vibrations
felt aft. It wes believed that the ship had torn away sonme more at
the break, purticularly down the starboard side. The ship's position
wes unchenged. 4 plan was developed whersby we would nut the shafts,
titting a plug into the hollow section and driving the shaft out
the stern tube with serew jacks, the plug plugging the stern tube.
The ship's force could do. this with additional sestylene and large
wooden plugs, The starboard sharft would be tried rirst becnruse it
was belleved that the port shuft wnas. ruptured already und that all
that held the ship tu the stern was the starboard sharft. Lisutenant
PZRE was gent with CloMM GARDNER in the MWB to the BAYFIELD to plck
up the necessary ‘equipnent. There were no further developunents during
the day, It was known that the enemy battery in the Quineville area
had not been silenced becouse it shelled beamches that afternoon,



U.5.3. GLLINON (ID620)

DD620/4167/49
Serial (0008) (LDMIHISTRLTIONJ
—SHoRES- June 23, 1944.

Sub Jaeect: Coubined ictiun and Loss of U3S GIERION in Operation

being; quiekly brought under fire by heavy shore bonbardnent ships
and cguln temporarily silenced. The situation ashore was not known.,
The sweeps had been busy all Aay sweo'ping the Mountain arsa, They
detcnated 3 iines in the irmedinte area. Two sweeps were fired on
while quite olose inshore by eneny battery but not hit.

_ 9. About 1730, the executive officer returned to the
GLENNON in an LCM with 5 officers and 20 men to nugnent our crew.
in this boat with additional acetylene,

Lleutenant PERE roturned
the plugs were being nade to pleon by the aRl 5, CMoilM GLRDMER wait-

ing for them. The LCM had been loaned to the ship for J deys. al-
thcugh Lieutenant Comrz nder MeCLUNG had definitely told Lieutenant
TERE to warn the oommanding ofricer ageinst any attenpt at salvaye
by the ship's force, the decisivn was made to go ahead, in the be-
lief that if it was not done scon enemy shellfire or a drifting mine
would soon finish the werk the uine hed started. It would now be
possible to return the entire orew to the siuip, for, in case of
s.ergency, ths LCU would be aveiluble tc tgke them off. The men
particularly desired to return becnuse of highly overcrowded con-
diticn on the 35 ROBERTSON. The exceutive orfficer went after them,
returning about 2300. In the ueuntine, salvuge work was being done.
C201L was being cleaned wnd driud cut. » steel box was being nade
to £it around the sterboard sharft., Therc now were 8 officers and

58 nen aboard, plus a 3 wan bout orew from the LCM, Two separate
'atails were nade up, & wutch detail and a2 salvage detall. The
~ulvage detall under Lisutenunt PLS were to work sontinucusly to
cauplete the break aft. The watcu detall wus to protect the ship
agalnst attaneck und to ald the arvu Yereen with infornation that
could be supplled from our advance nositicn, alsc to provide two

5" guns angainat eneumy "E" bouts; it genernl quarters the two for-
ward 5"/38 guns would be nanned with director control in full auto-
matic, plus 7-20MM guns. The condition wateh included OUD on bridge,
one forward 20, 2-20MM aft, security wateh, firernon and generator
watcli. The S6 with rencte PPI on the bridge was cut in. The gyro
was started and cut in sbout 2300. The Areu Scereen Comnander wes
notified of the GLENNON's position by TBS in ocode and that we would
uan the cirecuylt and give such informstion as we gould detact. About
2200, betore our nen returned fron the S8 RUOSTRTSON, eneny activity
was noted off 3, IRE POINT. wWhat appenred tc be one tug or minelayer
and twe "C" boats were seen. This informntion was passed to the
are# Screen Coumander but bef~re runfire ocould be arrunged they

dissppearsd behind the Poiue.
20, By 2400, the condition watoh was set, sub-machine guns,
rifles, 45 ocaliber plstols distributed throughout orew and ship,
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DD620/1n16/49 U.S.3. GLEIION (DD6:.0)
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23 June 1944,

SEGHED
Subject: Coobined Actiun and Loss of U35 GLEIRION in Operation
———m e — — = - "Neptune" - report em. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . ————
One PT boat frowm the picket line made s reconnaisance trip up off
Si, IRE POINT, returning olvse inshore. The radar scope followed hin
¢learly. It was noted that our isolated position left us free of
all interference fron adjacent ships, the coastline appearing olearly

and distinotly.

21, The night passed without incident except for distant
air raids and one aerroneocus report of appruaching "L" boats by a

lcokout aft.

22, At 0655, a 4 gun splash landed about 200 yards on
the port quarter, epparently ecoculng fron the enemy shore battery
in the Quineville area, General quarters was sounded. The eormanding
officer from the purt wing of tha bridge nade every effort to locate
the battery. The secund smlvo stradfled with cne or two hita uft,
one entering the after engineroun. The third salvo straddled with
a hit in the forecastle deck and a near miss on the starboard side
whioh wounded two men, one sericusly, All power was lost as a result
of the rirst hits, the TBS went before a message ocould get through
to CTGC 125.8. Atteript was nsde to rulse the TUSCALOOSA by signal
lanp without success. The word was given out to abandon ship. 48
the oounmanding officer reached the bottom of the inside ladder lead-
ing from the superstructure deck to the bridge he noted a terrific
explosion.in the vieinity of the bridge. On arriving on deek to go
into the LCM, the infourmation was that all hands were in the boat,
the ocoxswain was ordered to shove off, keeping between the ship and
ahore to avoid being detected, also to go slowly in order to avold
setting off an accustioc mine, Shellfire was hitting all around,
bursting on impsct with the surface. Two fragnents penetrated the
sides, cuusing 5" holes. Three men had been wounded during the 8hell e
fire aboaord, ncne in the boat. When about 1000 yards from the GLENNON
end a nuster hed been ken, it was found thut 3 nmen werse nlssing
and presumable were abuvurd the GLENNON. The nearest PT boat (PT 590)
in the picket line was elosed, where the counanding orfficer, 3} off-
feers and 10 uen diseubarked to return to the ship for the remaining
3 umon', The eneny shellfire oeused as we pulled up alongside the
PT due a smoke soreen and counter battery fire fron the heavy bop-
burdment units. The exeoutive offiocer was -rdered to take the LCM,
elosethe BAYFIELD, and request instructions. There was an urgent
need of getting wedical aid for nost seriously wounded nan acoording
to the ohief pharnccist's mate, PT 519 (Comptron 34 - Lieutenant
Conniander BUCKIEY) cume alongside shortly, took the communding off-
iocer, 2 officers and 10 nen back to the GIENNON. The 3 nen were
found aboerd. They had received the word to ebandon but thought 1t
was later ecuntermanded. The corriending officer went to the bridge
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Serial {0008) ( ADMINIS TR TLON)
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"leptune” - report om. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

gnd found that a shell had entered the port side, exploding shortly
efter cuusing extensive danage, Frougrient holes through the port side
of the CIC room were noted end all rader gear layed out was found
damaged. The secret radar geur was thrown overboard, 4 small welghtad
bag contalning secret op-orders and four registered publications
(needed when the ship was returned to the previous day) were thrown
overvoard prior to leaving the ship during the shellfirs, Extensive
danage was noted throughout the ship fron both direct hits and neer
nisses. However there were no direet indicetions the ship would
sink unless underwater danage fron fraguents was causing slow flooding
48 1t was not desired to endanger the PT boat any longer; all hands
were ordered aboard and we proceeded to the USS BAYFIELD where thé
cornanding officer disembuarked for eonference with CTF 125, The

renaining officers and 13 nen were placed in charge of Lieutenant
(J&) McCONLOGUE and ordoréd to proceed to the 38 ROBLRT30N, report

to the executive offlicer GLENNON and awnlit orders.

23, The aormaanding officer informed adniral MOUN of the
shelling ond abandonnent, infornins hin that there haed been 5 direst
hits and extensive danage. ifter conferring with the Chief of Staff,
despatch orders were to be nade up transferring the reuaining sur-
vivors to the LST 381 for transportation to the U.X. The eormanding

officer left the BAYFIELD, went to the 3S NOBERTI0N, colleoted his

offiocers and crew, and took then anboard the L3T 381, arriving sbout
1230, It was found that the LOT 38l expected to be conpletely loaded
by 1700 and to sail for U.K. that night. Her carmgo baok was to be

275 wounded soldiers. As this was 125 niore than the ship was prepared
to handle, the aommanding officer of the GIENNON offered the servieces
of the GLENMNON orew ln giving all aid possible. This was accepted
with gratification and the men later did excellent work in loading,

caring for, and discharging the wounded,

2. The executive officer, the gunnery offiocer, the dam-
age control officer and the CRT werv sent back to the GLENNON to in-
spect the deuape, seal the ship, and to check for any secret or con-
fidential gear that might be left aboard. The corwanding officer
oould not leave the LST becsuse no confirmation of orders had been
recelved. it 1400, having recéived no confirmation, a despatch
(GLENNON 101400B) was sent to CTF 125, info NCWIF, CTU 125.8,CD3 17
"Unless otherwise directed and in accordance with verbal instructions
apandoning imnediate salvasge of GLENNON and prooeeding with reneining
survivors in LST 381 to U.XK.". .ibout 1600, the executive officer
returned with the report that there were at lenst 1l direct hits and
numerous near wiss fragrnent holes extending from the after break to
the bow and the waturline to the bridpge. There were no fires aboard,
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Subject: Coiibined Action and Loss of USS GIENNON in

but there had been one in the (PO quarters, which wes still

suoldering. This corpartnont was sesled and could be expected to

40 out, The dawage was extensivd throughout the ship, partioularly
to equipnent in the after engineroon, #2 fireroon, il firerocon, the
radio room, CIC, and bridge. All radar and radio equiprient was dan-

aged, The ship was holed twioe neer the waterline, portside frane
140-145, through nain deek in to after enginercon at frane 123, into
the blower roou, uain deck, frane 132, through portside main deck
into the after fireroonm at frane 108, through #l stack six feet

frou: top, after side, through the portside of the bridge at fraue 56,
4 hits through férecastle deck portside frame 36, fraue 31, frame 12,
*rans 2 and elther a hit or larye fragnent hole fron 9' - 15' water-
Jine et stem. See enclosure (B). The ship had settled to a point 6
inches frou the nein deck aft, but the bow had risen to a draft of
6'. There were extensive fragmentation holes in #1 and j#2 gun nounts,
captuln'ys stateroon, exeoutive officer's stateroon, radio room, div-~
ision couaander's stateroorl, after 20UM olipping roon and throughout
the port skin of shivn, extending from waterline upward to the deckedge.
There wns o dofinite evidence that the ship had been shelled again
fron 0830, when the ship was abandoned, until the executive officer's
‘arty inspected it. Ship's force saolvage was out of the question be=
cause as soon as the stern was cut the bow would go down flooding
through the extensive fragment holes. The counanding officer did not
believe the ship would sink in its reorted state at that time but
further shellingz, or if the stern broke loose, the ship was almost

certein to sink.

25. About 1630, a despatoh was received cancelling GLEN-
ON‘s 101400B to CTF 125, ordering the survivors baock to the S5 ROB-
ERTSON. A5 the coumanding officer belleved sone nisunderstanding had
arisen, he obtained a boat from LST 381 and proceeded to the BAYFIELD
to confer with CTF 125, CTF 125 said that he had forwarded GILENNON
101400B to NCWTF for action, recounending upprevel., In view of the
very crowded conditions on the S5 ROBERTSON and the unlikely salvage
of the GLENNON for severnl days, the coinunding officer recoumended
that his crew proceved as planned, Further, that a 50 uan salvage
erew v-'eor the cornending officer, be assembled at Plynbuth, Eng-
{aad, vicerdie Barracks, from where they could arrive on the sScene
with 12 hours notice of counencenent of salvege operations. Adnlral
MOON gsve peruission to proceed in LST 381 in nocordance with the
cornending officer's recounendation, if no chenge wus instituted by
HNCWTF. The coruanding officer rejoined his officers and orew on the

LST 381.
- 18 =~



DD620/416/49 Ul.5,5¢« GILNIION {DD620)

Serial (0008) (L IUTINTIS TRATION )

—SEehEr- 23 June 1944,

3ub ject: Coubined sction and Loss of USS GLENION in

- = = = = — — Operation "Heptung = report_om._ _ _ _ _ - ——
26, At 2145, 10 June 1944, the USS GLENNON ocormenced to

list heavily and sank shortly therenfter. Whether there had been
additicnal shelling or whother the Ship had sufricient underwater
framentation to ocuse her to sink, is not imown. 4t 2300, the re~
peinder of the survivors sailed in the USS LST 381 for U.K.

VI. COMMENTS,

1. 4 close check of personnel was kept fron the very
outset of officers und nen beini evacusted. Enclosure (A) 12 there-
fore considered by the cornmunding officer tu be an acourate account
of personnel. The nissing therein naned are beliaved to have been
lost in the stern section of the ship., A8 there were no other glips
in the vicinity who could have evacusted men pleked up fron the sean,
there 1s practicully no chanse that any of the nissing will be re-
covered alive. No bodies weres recoversd. all wounded listod in parae=
grapi C to enclosure (a) have einee recoversd and are belng held -
together as a unit, ineluding all nonegysualties listed In Parpgraph
unuer eomriand of the ecorfianutag officer, awaiting

E, enclosurs (a)
further instructions fron Counander U,S, Naval Foroces, Europe.

2. Reoonuendations for awards aro being nede in separate

correspondence. The eonduet of the offiecers and the crew of the
GLENNON throuzhout the egupeipn and loss og sgip Yus cormenilnble andb—
in sceord with the high standard set by U.S. Noval personne throug]
R § 4 01, ~68=566, USR,

out the presunt war, SPILLIR, Frank uarthur, Cox, #

is belng recoinended for the award of the Navy 85, The riine ax=-
plosion cecurred while he was asleep in his bunk., The foree of it
threw hin out the break in the deck. He fell back into the break.
Belngwounded, with ygreat presenee of nind, he alded three other
wounded nsun out of the rapidly sinking astern scetion, through the
break, ontu the deck of the forwurd section, theruby saving their
lives. Lisutenant Conuander J.B, FERRITER, USN, executive officer,
Lieutenant John PERE, L-V(G),USNR, dimaga eontrol officer, OLSON,
Eugene Ivar, CQM(an), #214-72-41,USNR, BUDNICK, Harry (n), CMI(P4i),
#385-20~61, USN, GuRINEK, Donold’Gorden, GMoMiM{as),i#654-06~32,USNR,
VEN.BLE, Willian Roscoce, CWI{PA4) #265-3§-28, USN, GaRRATT, Cyril
John, Culi{si), #632-08-92, USNR, DAUBNER, Franois John WTle,
#228-27-80, USNR, VRBANIC, Mioheel Paul MMle, #283-27-98, USMN, are
beini recormiended for the awerd of letters of cormendation by the
Connander-in-Chief, V.S, Fleet, for volunteering to renuin aboard
the USS GLENNON after the order had been reeselved to abandon the ship



DD620/s16/49 U.8.8. GLENNON (DD620)

Serial (0008) { nDMINISTRALTION)
—SH6RET- 23 June 1944,
Subjeot Coubined section cnd Loss of USS GLIMHON in
Operation "Neptung" - Treport ofs _ | o o ;o o m — o

froum CTF 125, All personnel full well knew there was danger in
their exposed position from shell fire from the eneny battary whioh
finally sank the ahip, fronm the nines belng detonated in the irmed-
iate aree, fron torpedoes launched by nearby based enemy "E™ boats,
and from ever present eneny airoraft. The noat tley could use to

" defend themselves were 20Mil machine guns (2), and spall arms. They
kept light end power on the ship which prevented the floocdlng of
certainly the after engineroon and possibly C20lL. They continued
essentinl damage control nieasures, Their aations were in accord with
the higheat tradition of the U.S. Naval 3ervice. The following nen

are being cormended by the cowmandlng officer for their devotlion %o
duty and thelr splendid dauage oontrol work in nealking C20)L water-
tight and jettisoning topaide weights: Lieutenant (jg) J.D. GILMOUR,
USNR, Ensizn T.J. GILLESPIE, USNR, CLOUGH, W. A. Jr., Miile 7#201-66-
61, USN, SMITH, F, J., M2c #817-93-23, USNR, VALKENBURG, John Jr.,

Flc, #708-12-4,, USNR.

3. . Puture salvage of the USS GLEINON will be diffloult
duz to the %idel ourrent conditions in that area, the extenasive holing
by shellfire and fragments, and the fact that the ship rests on her
side. The deeision to salvage will have to be made by a salvage

officer experienced in sush work,

b It is the opinion of the coumanding offleer that the
mine whigh detonated near the port propellor waa an acoustic ninse.
The sound geor was manned and opereting. There is no indicgation or
pussibility of torpedo. For the two previous days the GIEHNON and
other units and sweeps had repeatedly been over the sane apot, being
in the swept ochennel, Either the rilne was & delayed action nine, or
hed been drifted in on the tide, or had been planted by aireraft.
How they were being arned im quostionable. On 8 June there were 24
nines detonated in the imediate area, on 9 June, three, and on

10 June ’ six,

5
be accurately

The size of the shells fired at the GLENNON eannot
deternined from the information at hend. The extent

of frugnentation nmade it believed that the shells wers either B88MM
or 105MM, but the angle of roll was very large, about 700 - Boo,
which does not it the trajectories of 88MH or 105MM. There waw &
155M4 howitzer battery listed in the QGulneville Area which nay

have been responsible aa it fits the trajectory muecht riore closely.
Being HE shells, they detonated on inpact with ship's structure or
water, Just penetrating the thin shell plating and cuusing extensive

- 20 ~
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Sub Jaet: Coibined action ané Loss of WSS GLENNON in
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fraguentation. Had they been AP shells they would have penetruted
nuch deeper into the shiy and certainly gone out through the botton
in severnl instances. This would have been uueh nors danaging to the
watertight integrity but less damsgsing to ship's perscnnel and

equipnent.

6. The oonnuending officer was gratified by the ezeellent
results obtalned apuinst shore targets. The exeellent performence
agein shows this class of DD to be well equipped for the Job., Cou=-
unications generually over the iarny SCH equipnent was very good,
better than obtained in the Sicilian Campaiyn. Just as in Stoily,
it took 24 hours for the SFCP's to becoue organized with their
units to uake the maxirmun use of the naval boumbardunent units walsing
to support ther., Onee vur troops wereo ashore, fire against other
than predetcruined targets was cdangerous to our own troops without
shore based oLservers, . Targets of opportunity could be fired at
only 1f oclesrly recognized as htstile, or in self defense. Even
then a counuanding officer does not know whether or not' he nay be
endangering our own troops who uight be assaulting that point. The
difficultlies whieh oonfront the SFCP's in landing, Joining up with
their units, asseubling their ocoununication equipnent under aneny
fire is fully reallzod. However, it is nost iuportant that in future
wperations of this nature, we strive to devise and put into early
operuntion soue Systen of shore cobservation, This 1s not in any way
neant to be an adverse criticisn of the SFCP's in this operation
who undoubtedly were going the best they sould under the nmost trying
conditions, uany of whon probably gave thelr lives trying to glve us

Just what is reconnended,

7. The corwsnding officer accepts full responsibility
for ull decisions and subsequent actions during the subject action
and subsequent logs of the USS GLINNON. The GLENNON, its ofricers
and orew, gave the best they had to give until the corranding officer
folt further nanning of the ship would not ocoiipensate the large loss
of life involved, nor wculd it ssrve any useful offensive action

against the sneny,
In closing, the caunanding officer wishes to express

8.

his appreclation in being chosen to oumriand one of the destroyers in
the greatest uetion of its kind ever atteupted in the history of the
world,

- 9. The executive afficer has read and oonours in the
above report and no separate report will be subnltd
sdvance copies to: o < YOINSON

Corilnoh %k? Condeslant (1) Jonuande .3, Navy.

Cinelent (1) Conserror(CTF127)






COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON SEVENTEEN
CARE POSTMASTER, MORGAN ANNEX

' NEW
ODS~17/A16/49 YORK, N. Y.

Serial: 0056 15 July 1944,
-OBORET-

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to

G ON Secret Ltr.
Al16/A9 Serial 0008 of
23 June 1944.

From: The Commander Destroyer Squadron SEVENTEEN.
To The Secretary of the Navy.
Vie : (1) The Commander Shore Bombardment Group "UTAH™

(CTG 125.8).

(2) The Commander Force "UTAH" (CTF 125).

(3) The Naval Commander Western Naval Task Force
(cTr 122).

(4) The Commander Twelfth Fleet (COMNAVEU),
(5) The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Subjeot: Combined Action and Loss of U.S.S. GLENNON in
Operation "Neptune™ - Report one.
1. Forwarded.,
24 The Squadron Commander notes the persistence

and determination shown by the Commanding Officer GLENNON in
exerolsing every possible effort to save his ship. Zye-witness
accounts have confirmed the coolness and effectiveness of his
leadership. Recommendation for suitable award has been initi-

ated by separate correspondence,

3 The writer observed the final shelling of GLENNON
from a position in Fire Support Station Number l, and is of the
opinion that the source of fire was a mobile battery, possibly
emplaced during the night for the purpose. The bursting of
projectiles on impact end fragmentation were similer to that
experienced by JEFFERS.

Lo The diffioculty in knowling location of own troops,
reported in paragraph 6 of Comments, was a general experience,
It would appear that the knowledge of the SFCP 1is limited to
its own battallion, or at best own RCT, and that a separate
liaeison should be set up to broadcast more extensive information

to ell fire-support ships.

-]

OECLASSIFIED

|

1 ey 4L, NARA Date






COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON SEVENTEEN

_S_EGH_E_T_ CARE POSTMASTER, MORGAN ANNEX
% CDS-J."?/Al6/A9 NEW YORK, N. Y.
Serial: 0056 15 July 1944,
SECRET
Subject: Combilned Action and Lose of U.S.S. GLENNON in

Operation "Neptune®" ~ Report on.

officers and crew, a well-trained unit with a strong espirit,

It 1a therefore recommended that the group be retained as nearly
intact as possible end with Commander Johnson be assigned a new-
construction destroyer,

6. Only an original and 6 coples of this report
were recelved by thils commend. As it 18 not oclear whether or
not dlstribution of the required advance coples has been ef-
fected, one copy 1s being forwarded to Cominch, and one to
Cineclant vie Comdeslant, with copies of this endorsement,

. anlent 5

Copy to:
C.0. GLENNON (Administration)
Cominch
Cinolant vie Comdeslant
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U.S. NAVAL FORCES IN EUROPE

June 17, 1S4L
D=¥3, USHR, File No. 133356

Camanding Officer U.S.S. Glepmon D620

Lte(Jg) Guatavus R, Ids, Jr.,
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U.S. NAVAL FORCES IN EUROPE
BASE TWO

nﬁhmﬁmmdthmmﬁmﬂmymhﬁm&umdmncm,
Fortland, Englands

(9) At 1100 Saturday, Juns 10, 1944, having gotien the pay accomnts
from COUSNAB, the Glennon detachment left Queen's Baxracks in an eleven truck
covoy far Fiymount, England via, Pxster, We arTived at Excher at 00, ate lunch,
mmmmdmmmmmmmm. and left for

Plymount at 1,30

(10) At aboat 1800, the Glaymon detachment in my cherpe arrived
.tumm.nmmmm,ﬂmmmmm@,m(jg)

location or oondition of the .S.S. Glemnon fram the duty operations officer, Lt (3z2)
Jmmmdhvmmulspoamamammmmms.s.
Glennon arrived at Vicksrage Barrscks in the charge of Lte{Jg) Harald N. Bacon.

(12) On Monday morning, Nuns 12, 19 I could still get no

Mmﬂmkm&mamﬁmm&gtb&ﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁmm,mnmdma@mm
Vickerapgs Baxrracks. Howevmrs, at 1750 that afternoon, Cazzander Ce Al Jolmson, U.S.N.,
Ocmanding Officer of the U.S.S. Glemon arrived with the remnining survivers of that

slﬂ.pwiththemthatshahadhumﬂeﬂ,ﬂhﬂad.uﬂabmﬁmn&;ﬂhaimdﬂataly
tock charge of all Clennon swvivars at Vicksrage Barraslks, Plymoath, England,

Gustavus Be Ide, Jr.






Published Remarks by Cdr. John B. Ferriter, USN+
(Lt. Cdr. Ferriter was the Executive Officer in 1944.)

The destroyer GLENNON, sunk during the invasion of France, gave a good account
of herself in a slugging match with the enemy before being knocked out of action;
relates Lt. John Ferriter, "The old girl was a good ship and all of us hated to
leave her, but there was nothing else to do when we finally got it.n"

Cmdr. Ferriter said he had just gone to his quarters after 36 hours on duty
when the first violent explosion rocked the plucky little ship. A black patch of
fur which turned out to be the ship's canine mascot, Drydock, sailed past his head
and went yelping through the door. The officer himself was hurled against the
bulkhead. Up on deck the crew was still fighting back with everything it had al-
though it was obvious the ship was doomed. Damage Control Officer Jere D. Gilmour
and his men went to work as the GLENNON settled by the stern but the tin can was
doomed.

It fought to the bitter end, he said, even after the order to abandon ship was
passed. The chief gunner's mate lagged behind to give the enemy a couple of part-
ing shots from the forward gun. He loaded and fired the weapon alone. But the old
girl got in some good licks. Fire control parties on the beach had reported the
ship's guns had knocked out a couple of 155-mm guns, a 205-mm piece, wiped out an
artillery headquarters and assisted in stopping a major enemy. counter offense.

Same of the crew performed heroically, the Commander recounted; a Coxswain remained
behind in a flooded compartment even though wounded himself to see that other men
got out before him. A water tender and two assistants remained at their posts al-
most to the end, coming up fram below only after all but the officers had left the
ship. The skipper, Cmdr. Clifford A. Jobnson, was the last to leave the vessel;

it was this officer's keen eyesight which saved the ship on the eve of the invasion
as she steamed out to her position in the bay and he spotted a floating mine dead
ahead, quick maneuvering put the ship just 20 feet away from the deadly instrument
as she passed.

At one stage of the battle, Cmdr. Ferriter said, he felt a tugging at his
sleeve and looked around to find the sleeve shot off. - That, he declared was not an
unusual experience, but it was miraculous how many men escaped injury or death by
the narrowest of margins. One water tender getting relief at his post decided it
wouldn't be worth the trouble to go to his berth and he lay down on the engine room
plates for a catnap. He found later that a shell hit his berth about the time he
would have been there. A yeoman yielded to a shipmate's request to stand a trick
for him while the latter got some needed rest. He came through unscathed, but his
buddy was never seen again. Casualties as a whole were unusually light.

A story about the GLENNON from another source relates how three sailors failed
to hear an order to abandon ship, and when they were rescued they had 600 pounds of
steam up for an attempt to take the ship out of danger. The GLENNON was damaged by
an explosion while patrolling off the Normandy beaches in the early morning dark-
ness; her propellors slid into shallow water and anchored her so firmly that tugs
couldn't pull her out. As Nazi shore batteries began taking pot shots at her, Bill
Venable, CWT and his helpers, Francis Dauber, WI2c, and John Valkenberg, Flc, were
instructed to keep the steam up. German quns laid accurate Fire on the ship, so
the order to abandon ship was passed along. Venable, Dauber and Valkenberg failed
to hear it for they were fighting a fire in the aft section. They put ocut the blaze
and began building up steam pressure thinking the Nazi shells were the GLENNON's
guns in action. Venable was slightly wounded by shell splinters. Lt. Cmdr. John
Bulkeley finally came to their rescue.

h k h h h h h k * k ok ok k kK

* Courtesy of Gustavus R. Ide, Jr. Date and source of article un-
known. Capt. John B. Ferriter, USN (Ret.) died in 1992. Retyped,
unedited, by E. A. Wilde, Jr., in January 1999,
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gnnon (DD=620) remained aboard the vessel
after she was mined on June 8, 1944, Fighting fires and maintaining steam
pressure: (L to R) John Valkenberg, Jr., Flc; Wwilliam Venable, CWT; Fran-
cis Daubner, WT2ec. (Real! War Photos)

These crew members of the USS Gl







Letters of Commendatjon (with Ribbon )%

AWARDED TO:
FRANCIS JOHN DAUBNER, WATER TENDER FIRST CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

WILLIAM ROSCOE VENABLE, CHIEF WATER TENDER
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

CITATION:

"For devotion and outstanding performance of duty in
the USS GLENNON dur ing operation "Neptune,” Bay of Seine,
Coast of France, 8~% June 1944, The Command ing OFFf icer
Ue5.5, GLENNON having received orders to abandon ship
from higher authority after the ship had been grounded
astern by a German mine detonating under the port quar-
ter, partially breaking the after section off, this man
did volunteer to remain aboard to prevent further flood-~
ing and possible sinking. The U.S.S5. GLENNON's position
was an isolated one, two miles outside of a U.S. Navy
picket /ine. It was within range of German batteries
located at Quineville, France, which had previously
tried to shell the ship., The ship was gravely endan-
gered from the many drifting mines in the area. The
ship was under constant threat of enemy aircraft and
possible boarding from German "E"-poats based nearby.
This man did remain aboard doing outstanding work for a
period of 37 hours until enemy shellfire, which subse-
quently caused her to sink, made the ship untenable ano
was ordered to abandon ship. The initiative, unselfish
devot ion to duty on this occasion reflects credit on the
Naval Service.”

* Typed from identical draft citations for these men on index
cards at Operational Archives, Naval Historical Center, Wash-
ington Navy Yard. The wording on the final citations by the
Secretary of the Navy may have been changed. [ did not find
a citation for the other man who remained at his post while
the ship was under fire by enemy shore batteries: John Val-~
kenburg, Jr., Ftc, USNR.

E. A, Wilde, uJr.
January, 1999






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in present-
ing the NAVY & MARINE CORPS MEDAL to

FRANK ARTHUR SPILLER, COXSWAIN,
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for services as set forth In the rfollowing
CITATION:

®For extraordinary heroism and outstanding performance
of duty in rescuing three shipmates from the sinking por~
tion of the U.S.S. GLENNON when that vessel struck a mine.

"When the mine was struck, Coxswain Spiller, who was
below in a Iiving compartment, was thrown up and out
through a break in the deck and then fell back inside. He
saw immediately that there were many men still in the com-
partment, and with great presence of mind, he remained to
assist the wounded to safety. He was the last to leave
and left just as the compartment became submerged, He
succeeded in removing three wounded men, although wounded
himselr.,

"The courage, initiative, judgement, and prompt actions
disnlayed by Coxswain Spiller on this occasion were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service,”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a draft citation on an index card at
the NHC/Washington Navy Yard. This medal was
awvarded by Com12thFit on 26 October 1S944.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
Qctober, 1998






U.S.58. Glennon (DD-620)

The Evening Sun, Baltimore, Maryland
January 3, 1945

Johnson Gets
Silver Star

[Special to The Evening Sun)

Norfolk, Va, Jan. 3—Cgm-|
mander Clifford A. Johnson, USN,

are, n been pre-
sented the Silver Star Madal at.a
}Jm&‘.ed States Navy base in Engr
and.

He was decorated “for meritori-
ous achievement as companding of-
ficer of the U.S.S. Glennon in action,
agains! .enemy positiohs oo, the
coast of Normandy from last Jine
6 to 9,” gays the accompanying cita-
tion, which adds:

“Commander Johnson fought his

ship with great courage and deter-
mination undem exiremely hazard.
ous conditions, rendering important
fire ‘support:to the landings, When
his vessel was hit. He directed re-
moval of personnel and destruction
of setret equipment with coolness
and skill, while subject ¢q¢ enemy
gunfire, and remained on Hoard for
‘about 24 hours until finally driven
off by inténse and accurate gunfire,
His leadership, cdurage, skill and
deétermination were in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United
States Naval Service.” :
. His wife, Mrs. Josephine John-|
son, lves at 615 Lakewood avenue,
‘Baltimore. He was presented the
medal by the commanding officer of
the naval base for Admiral Harold
R. Stark, USN, commander of
United States Naval Forces in
‘Europe.







U.S.5. Glennon (DD-620)

Service Jacket Entry for Crew Members When the
Glennon Was Mined off the Normandy Beachhead
on 8 June 194y=x

JUNE 6, 194li: Served with credit on
board the U.S.S. GLENNON (DD620) during
the initial assault and invasion of
Fortress Europe aad the establishment
of the 7th Army on Contentin Pennine
sula, Bay of the Seine, France,

During the period of Juns 6-10 the
U.S.5. GIENNON aided the American
Forces with fire support against eneny
Eun emplacements, troop and tank con-
centrations. For this work, the U.S.S.
GLENNON received cormendatory praise
fram shore fire contrel parties fer
fire against German shere batteries

and completaly routing a German counter-
attack, The U.S.S. GIENNON also aided
in the anti-E-beat and anti-submarine
screen of the bombardment greup. On

the morning of June 8th the U.S.S.
GLENNON struck an enemy mins, causing
her to be grounded by the stern. On
June 10th the U.5.5S. GLENNON was shell-
ed by heavy enamy gun emplacements
ashore and sunk, brimging te an end
her enviable war recerd of Nerth Atlan-
tic escort ef seventeen cressings
without the less of a single ship, and
Mediteranean operations, including the
invasisn ef Sicily on July 10, 19L3.

C. A, JOHNSON
Cemmander, U.S. Navy
Cormmanding Officer, U.S.S. GLENNON

* Courtesy of Gustavus R, Ide, Jr.
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From: Naval Commander Western Task Force.
To: Western Naval Task Force.

Subject.: Message from Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force.

The following message from the Supreme Commander Allied Expedition
Force is to be published in morning orders and placed on bulletin boards
of vessels and units attached to this command.

“T'O THE SOLDIERS, AIRMEN, SAILORS AND MERCHANT SEAMEN, AND
ALL OTHERS OF THE ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCES:

ONE WEEK AGO THIS MORNING THERE WAS ESTABLISHED THROUGH
YOUR COORDINATE EFFORTS OUR FIRST FOOT HOLD IN NORTHWEST
ERN EUROPE. HIGH AS WAS MY PRE-INVASION CONFIDENCE IN YOUR
COURAGE, SKILL AND EFFECTIVENESS IN WORKING TOGETHER AS A
UNIT, YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS ON THE FIRST SEVEN DAYS OF THIS
CAMPAIGN HAVE EXCEEDED MY BRIGHTEST HOPES. YOU ARE A
TRULY GREAT ALLIED TEAM, A TEAM IN WHICH EACH PART GAINS ITS
GREATEST SATISFACTION IN RENDERING MAXIMUM ASSISTANCE TO
THE ENTIRE BODY, AND IN WHICH EACH INDIVIDUAL MEMEER BE
JUSTIFIABLY CONFIDENT IN ALL OTHERS.

NO MATTER HOW PROLONGED OR BITTER THE STRUGGLE THAT LIES
AHEAD, YOU WILL DO YOUR FULL PART TOWARD THE RESTORATION
OF ALL FRANCE, THE LIBERATION OF ALL EUROPE AND NATIONS
UNDER AXIS DOMINATION, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE NAZI MILI
TARY MACHINE.

I TRULY CONGRATULATE YOU UPON A BRILLIANTLY SUCCESSFUL BE
GINNING TO THIS GREAT UNDERTAKING. LIBERTY LOVING PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE WOULD TODAY LIKE TO JOIN ME IN SAYING TO YOU:

1AM PROUD OF YOUP.

/s/ GENERAL EISENHOWER”

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!
|
!
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U.S.5. Glegnnon (DD-620); List of Officers, 6/8/uu4

JOHNSON, Clifford Arthur
FERRITER, . John Baker

PERE, John (n)

ROBISON, Charles Dupuy, Jr.
Mc CONLOGUE, Raymond L.
IDE, Gustavus R., Jr.
GILMOUR, Jere 0.
BACCON, Harold N,
WOOOWARD, Arthur P.
*PARKER, Milton C.
BOWN, Charles T.
DRAKE, Edwin Nelson
PRICE, Harry A.
GREEN, Thomas M.
GILLESPIE, Thomas G., Jr.
HALPEN, William L.
CANADA, Harold 8.
BOLTEN, William R.
CAVANAUGH, Kenneth C.
HAYDEN, Charles Hilary

HILL, James Wilson

! Courtesy of Gustavus R,
in October, 1998,

ide,

CDR
LCOR
LT
LT(jg)
LT(Jjg)
LT( jg)
LT(jg)
Lr(jg)
LT( jg)

(MC)
LT( jg)

Ensign

(sc)
Ensign

Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign

Ensign

Jr.,

USN

USN

USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR

Primary Dut ies!
Command ing Officer

Execut Ive OFficer/Navigator
Engineering/Damage Control
Gunnery Officer, QOD

Commun icat ions Officer, 00D
Torpedo QOfficer, 00D
First Lfeutenant, 00D
Asstt, First Lieut., 00D
Med ical Officer
Machinist/Ass't. Eng. OfF.
Paymaster

Ass!t, Gunnery Officer
Ass't. Communications Off,
Ass!t, Engineering Officer
(Recently assigned)
(Recantly assigned)
(Recently assigned)
(Recently assigned)
{Recently assigned)
COMDESARON 17 Starr

COMDESRON 17 Staff

& W B & B Bk BN &R

from memory and personal records,

» Wounded on 6/8/u4l4 when the ship was mined ofr the Normandy beachhead
according to a casualty report prepared by 8uPers after the war,

E. A. ¥Wilde, Jr.
October, 1998






Muster Roll of the Crew, June 8, 194u!

ABELL, Emory Upton
ACKER, Florian Lawrence
ACKWORTH, John Bernard
ADAMS, John Frankl in
ADAMS, Owen Lester
ADAMS, Thomas Cl ifford
ALBERTSON, Charles Francis
ALLEN, Edward Hobson
*»4LEXANDER, Harley E.
ANDREGO, Tony Michael
AUGUST INE, Paul Peter
BAIRD, Wallace Randall
BAKER, Edward Ear!
*%BAlLAZ, Methodius (n)
BALDWIN, Charles Wwarren, Jr.
*»84LDWIN, Theodore (n)
BARTZ, Wwallace Richard
BASSA, Lester (n)
BATTON, Robert Wayne
BECKOVICH, Nicholas Joseph
BEHM, Jul ius (n)
*%3ELMONT, Charles (n)
BERRIER, Andrew Lee
BELILACQUA, Roger (n)
BIELSKI, Steve Edward

262-74-48
639=-03-07
6147332
623=27~21
611=-85-18
669=-10-91
812~-79=85
560-03-48
626-78-30
560~03-92
628-74=-89
628~74 -84
626=78=74
614~74=-T4
6343474
623-24-75
300-97-38
560-03-23
611-86=06
652-65-68
622~69=07
560-03=55
620-80-49
606-41 -39
207-23-56

BLE]STEIN, John Longstreet,Jr812-79-87

BORODENCO, Atlexander (n)
BRADBURY, George Reed
w*SRANDT, Gerald Dale
BRANDT, Wilbert John
BREWER, Wesley E1lijah
*8ROOM, Robert Frank
*BROWN, Harry {(n)
BROWN, Jack (n)
BROXHOLM, Wallace E.
BRUNELLE, Robert Michael
BUCHAN, Wesley Lawrence
%BUCKLEY, John Alex
BUDNICK, Harry (n)
BURGON, Robert Edwin
BURKHART, Ernest Junior
»*BUANES, George William
*%BURNS, william Robert
BURTON, Hal James
*8USH, Simon (n)
CALDARONE, Lawrance Anthony
*CARR, Francis Eugene
CHURCH, John Charles
CLOUGH, Wendell Alfred, Jr.
COATS, Crayton Lowery

666=67-37
652-09-93
638-37-58
621 =21
SU6=-07-52
552=21=22
641-79-35
612=22-40
861 ~-44-80
204 =49-17
603=54-20
652=4lt-27
385-20-61
208-88-98
641=79-36
666-14-7k
656-44-10
41 =79=u3
628-53-%2
205=42-86
383-20-26
238-60-88
201 -66-61
Bhi-li3-74

EMl c
SoM3c
Cox
GM3c
BMz2c
aGM3c
Ste
SCec
Cox
Cox
GM3c
TM2c
EM3c
SF2c¢
Flc
TM3c
Filc
Ste
AM3c
¥T3c
SF3c
GM3c
¥T3c
MM2c
MM1 C
S2¢c
RM3c
cyY
GM3c
SC3c
FZc
Cox
S2e¢
RM2c
F2c
TM3¢c
EM3c
FC3c
CMM
QM3c
Ste
PnM2c
CM2c
SZc
FC3c
SZ2c¢
Ste
MM2c
MMt c
S2¢






USS Glennon (DD-620); Muster Roll, 6/8[/uy

COHEN, Bernard (n)
%*COLLINS, Frank willard

CONDIT, Oscar Monroe, Jr.

CONLIN, James Burton
COY, William Edwin
CROFT, James Cariisle
CRONIN, John Joseph
“*CUDA, Merie James
CUMMINGS, Francis John
DAGGITT, Albert Junior
%DANDAR, Peter (n)
DANELLA, Norman Edward
DANIELS, Percy
DAUBNER, Francis John
DAVANZO, John (n)
DAVIS, John William
DAY, Dewey (n), Jr.
*%DEATHRIDGE, James Laerence
DELINE, Robert Bruce
DELISLE, George Raymond
DELLO BUONO, Carmine
DE LOSA, Victor James
DE MA IO, Samue! Joseph
DEMSKI, Robert Lyle
*DE PARIS, Edward Joseph
DERRICOTT, Edward John
DE STEFANO, uvames
DEVUEL, Mllo Benjamin
*DE VOSS, Vincent Audren
DICARLO, Andrew Raymond
DICK, Eilmer Lestil
DI D10, william Patsy
**DJERSCH, Charles Martin
*0IFLEY, George Edward
*0I LAURENZ IO, John Joseph
DISHAW, Robert Wade
DIVNISH, Fred (n)
**DIXON, Billy Harrison
DOBBIE, Hugh Thomas
*DOHERTY, Patrick Edward
DOLIN, Ear! Edward
DORUNDA, George Joseph
*DROEGE, Anthony Joseph
%*DU BRAY, Estelon Champlin
DUNGEY, Elmer LaVern
DUNN, Thomas Arthur
DUPAK, John Anthony
DYKES, Lecil Ellis
EBNER, Charles James

*EDGERTON, Norman Huntley,Jdr.

ELLISON, Will iam Arthur
ELVERT, Jesse Maurice

647 =4 5-68
226=55-45
122=24-93
202=61=-63
858-35-63
612-39-61
224=07 =69
632~71-83
822-23-06
623=95-08
822-22=-95
284-07-42
805-64-85
228=27=-80
815-29=71
2hl~11-91
864-~95-63
640-03-63
313=-65-43
667 ~26~48
817-79-37
811=-90-26
822-25-71
622=16~04
811=91=-69
822=-22-47
822 =22=92
951 ~73=04
291-37=72
811 =90-49
951=72=77
811~-89-66
607-16~92
803-84-80
712-63=97
800-52~32
897-17-39
9399479
820-88-36
609=32.37
664-30-57
825-15~41
243-30-89
825~05-94
654wl ~01
667-13-96
822=25-70
838-58-59
635=-33=l2
654=31-72
951-72-84
640=-30=49






USS Glennon .(DD=620); Muster Roll, 6/8/u4u4

ENNIS, Jim Frank
**£VANS, George Alban
FAGAN, William James
FANCHER, Edgar Earl
FERRARO, Nicholas John
FLIPPIN, Willis James
FLYNN, William Albert
FRANCIS, Nicholas (n)
FREDDA, Joseph
“FREESE, Bernard John
FYE, Richard Lewis
*GAETANI, Phillip Rosario
GALER, Carlton William
GANN, #pn nTn
GARDNER, Donald Gordon
@ARRATT, Cyril John
**GATES, Freeman Edwin
GHOLSTON, Author Lee
GIBSON, Garland, Jr.
GRAMICCIONI, Angelo (n)
**GREER, Glen Woodrow
HACK, Kenneth Thomas
HAGEN, Ole Marven, Jr.
HAINES, Tracy William
HARBERT, Adam Walter
HARLA, Joseph William
HARRIS, Delbert Leon
HARTLEY, Ear! Larayette
*HENSEL, Raymond (n)
HILL, Ora Lester
HOFFMAN, Theodore Francis
HOLDEN, Arthur Francis
HOLLERAN, George Joseph
*HOLT, Kenneth Osborn
HOWELL, Bursey (n)
HULL, Phillips Ashworth, Jr.
HURD, William Howard
HUTE, Lyle Francis
*% [DDINS, Harold Kenneth
JAMES, Robert Charles
JOHNSON, Herman Arthur
JOHNSON, William (n)
JORDAN, John Edward
JUSTICE, William Elmer
*KALINOWSKI, Alphonse
KAMINSKI, Lee Victor
KANODE, Gilbert Lewis, Jr.
*KASETA, Joseph John
**KAUFENBERG, Kenneth Sergius
KELLY, Dueward Tom
“*KENNEDY, William Raymond
KIRK, Burton LaVern

838-58-79
602=31~16
709«54=39
311-70=31
224=67 -84
201 =58=45
311 =-60=-43
817-63-11
151-54~16
316=91=61
556-12-65
224~92~35
31365-86

838~-58-58
654~06=32
632-08-92
316~77-01
843-57-69
828-83~32
224-91-45
300~74=25
623-94=05
869-51~94
620=32-40
206=50=62
623-94-02
660-46-93
263-60~15
278=-99=-49
285-0439
311-97=22
666-01-65
820-60-43
603-74=10
896-43-00
202=33~36
312-41-57
621 =69=46
665-50-36
6147422
575=05-12
846-19=36
643-48-51
251-12-69
706=01=36
249~-55-08
935-21-10
607-07-35
869-88~57
357-27=-39
710-21-17
312=-47=-16

S2¢
TMtc
S2¢
MM3c
RdMzc
Bte
Ste
Ste
CaM
8C2¢
RM2c
Sic
S2¢
S2¢
CMoMM
EMic
TM1e
StMic
S2¢
Stc
Stc
wTZe
St1e
CSk
8M1c
MMi ¢
EMPc
Ste
GM2c
Stc
SM3c
GM2c¢
Fte
RdM3c
StMt e
FZc
SoM3c
SK3c
Y2e
Stc
StM3c
StM2c
S2c¢
S2c
MM20
S2¢
S2¢
MM2c
TM3e
SK2¢
Sic
Ste






USS Glennon (DD-620}); Muster Roll, 6/8/4u
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KLING, Robert August 243-81-98 MM2c
KOHL, Orland James 614-66-86 Ste
LANG, Jacob Henry 223=79-50 TM2e
LANNON, Francis Thomas 801-50-19 Bkr3c
*wlAUSTED, John James 609=23=21 QM3e
LEIBERT, Gerald (n) 651=-02-92 EM2c
» %L EMMERMAN, Robert Caudle 648=-80=55 RM3c
% ESWING, William Louis 618=63-36 GM2c
LEVY, Bertram (n) 656=00-26 MM1 ¢
LIVESAY, Harold "cC" 337-19-33 CFC
LONG, Wwilliam R. 368-71-12 TM3c
LUTHE, Beryl! Vernon 607-04-52 MM1 ¢
MAHANNAH, Donald Lynn 620-81-30 SoM2c
MANG IAF ICO, Santo Vincent 860-69-99 S2e¢
MARGETTS, Nelson Rutter 376-26-20 RdMzc
MARSHALL, John william 224=92-78 MM1 ¢
MAYER, Townsend E., Jr. 642-98=02 QM3c
McCRANEY, Lloyd Albert 556-34~-95 MM2e
*McCULLOUGH, Edgar Francis 638=-96=22 RMtc
McDONALD, Ernest (n) 630-99-91 StMic
McK INNON, Thomas Joseph 762~20-48 Filc
MELUCCI, Louis (n) 816~54-00 S2c¢
*MISZIEWICZ, Alfonse 823-99-.80 Stec
MORALES, Peter (n) 816=54=02 S2¢
MORASCO, Edward Lawrence 62U=60-4i SoM3c
MORRISON, Harold E. 801~13-30 S2c
*wMULLANEY, Jerome Martin 249=50-75 Cox
MUNDELL, Henry Joseph 256=29=08 CGM
NELSON, Frank!in Ear! 607=11-15 WT2c
NETHERLAND, Thomas Scott 633-32-83 SoM3c
*Q!CONNOR, John Joseph 124=64=43 Stc
*O/CONNOR, Patrick Thomas 663-63-98 GM1c
OLSON, Eugene l[var 21 4-72-41 SMic
OSBORN, Norman Branham 556-39-88 MM2¢
OUBRE, Joseph Ol ison 644 -90~57 StM3c
*PADELL, Rol!!ins Dockery 706=-03-87 SoM3c
PARKER, Harold Francis 648-32-28 FC2c
PAUL, John Richard 279=81 =05 GM3c
PEED, Richard Maurice 321-58-53 GM2c
PELLETIER, Raymond Arthur 761-95~80 St1c
PEPE, Alphonse Louis 809-~85-71 SC3c
PEREZ, Edward (n) 708-47-80 F2e

PERKINS, George Knight, Jr.
PERREAULT, Richard Leonard 806-80-16 Ste
**PERARIN, Robert Daniel 802-07-69
PERVORSE, Richard Willard L. 372-45=-79
PESTANA, Manuel! (n) 801-95=-74 File
PETRACCARO, Rocco Patsy 225-44-05 S2c

761-95-85 S2e

PETRUZZIELLO, Michael Alfred 646-76-65 RM3c
PETTEE, Robert Ertand 823-02-63 Ste
PHILLIPS, Sherley Gordon 634=13-57 RdM3c
POPE, Ralph Brooks 268=-22-57 MM1c






USS Glennon (DD=-620); Muster Roll, 6/8/uu

PRICE, Cl ifford Alston
PURDOM, Robert Lee
RANSOELL, Samuel Ray
READER, Shirley Ray
*RETTINO, Anthony Ernest
RIZZO, Antonio (n)
*ROBERTSON, Jamas Edward
*ROHLER, David Ruby
RUSSELL, walter Don
**RYDER, Raymond Keith
SANTY, Robert Gordon
SCHACK, Frederick Evald
SCOTT, william Calvin
SEARLES, George Theodore
SEJKO, walter Marion
SEWARD, Gerald Dwight
SILLETT, Harry King
*SLONSK!, Stanley Francis
SMITH, Charles Russell
SMITH, Edward Leo
SMITH, Francis Joseph
SMITH, James Hanry
SMITH, Robert Hughes
SMITH, Stanley John
SNIZEK, Norbert William
SOBIENSK I, John Edward
SOEHNGEN, Joseph Will iam
*SPILLER, Frank Arthur
SPRONG, Robert Harold
*STACHOWIAK, Thomas Theodore
STANLEY, William Joseph
STEWART, James Albert
STROPPEL, Max Henry
*STULKEN, Thomas Eugene
SWEENEY, Ralph Leon
SWINEY, Billy James
*SZOT, Stanley (n), Jr.
TAKACS, William George
*TEMPLIN, Harry Eugene
TETREAULT, Albert Francis
THACKER, James Frankl in

S5U=16=79
287=66-32
377-97=69
660=58~39
646=2h =41
183-63-87
607-09-55
650-80=-38
629-79-50
312=-85=26
643=-00-97
643-03-99
266=61=74
801 ~22=~22
207-41-24
626~1 430
612=-95=-14
Ch2~41 =59
820-40-69
800-53-51
817-93-23
245-82-06
822~51-22
601 ~41=-56
643-33-66
193=32-28
812-33-14
614-68-66
205=11=k1
623=77=-57
228=35=07
337-87-90
708-12-38
709w19-43
825=-12=-25
628=73-03
623=-20=-64
708=12=40
623-78-17
825-16~06
612=-00-47

THORNBERRY, Virgil Vaughn,Jr.863-58-58

TITUS, Richard Eldon

TOMPK INS, George James, Jr.

TOWNSEND, Clinton Arthur
**TURNER, Frederick Wade

TURTURRO, Nicholas (n)

TUTTLE, william Davis

VALKENBURG, John, Jr.

VAN ARMAN, Donald Clyde
“VWENABLE, William Roscoe

VICKERS, Amos (n)

28541937
709-1 9~k
830-15-60
611-48-91
710-65-50
262-81-42
708~12-4k
622-48-05
265-39-28
613~18-59






USS Glennon (DD-620); Muster Roll, 6/8/uk Page 6
**VINEY, Vincent Russell 2U45=61-69 S2c
*VRBANIC, Michael! Paul 283=-27=-98 MMl c
WARWICK, James Mallory 551 -88-07 Flce
*wWELLMAN, Donald Davidson 708~18=12 Ste
WHITE, Eugene Lamoreaux 274=18=-34 GM1 ¢
woopY, Billy Carr 659-64-32 S1e
“WORDEN, Harold Lyle 800-53=-21 F2c
*WRIGHT, Edwarad Lee 657=13=02 MM3c
WRIGHT, Ralph Albert 234-13=-91 CMM
ZAWADSK I, Edmund Joseph 861 ~45=40 S2c¢
ZE ISMANN, John Herman 868-50=-09 Ste
ZOLOTAS, Nicholas (n) 708-12-51 F2e
*ZROWKA, John (n) 623=21=45 BMz2c

Xk X % %X X % X % W&

! Source: The shipl!s personnel diary on microfilm at the National

Archives.

been aboard on June 8, 194k,

DOYTEK, John Paul, 653-87-11, S§2c, may also have
He was, according to the person-

nel diary ("Received™ on 5/5/44), but he was not included in
the /ist of casualties and non-casualties reported in Enclosure

(A) to the ship's action report dated 6/23/u44,

However, this

Enclosure indicated that there were 229 "Non-Casualties,” and

only 228 names names were | isted,

* Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was mined off the Normandy
Beachhead on 6/8/44 according to a machine-generated casualty
report at the National! Archives prepared by the Bureau of Naval

Personnel! after the war.

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement

Killed  Wounded  Wounded on 6/8/uu
Off icer - 1 20 21
En! isted 25 41 205 271
TOTALS 25 2 225 292

E, A, Wilde, Jr,
July, 2000






U.S.5. Glennon (DD~620)

Cemetery Where Crew Members Kililed on 8 June 194

Location Key:r A

D

* American Battle

Are Interred or Memorialized* (Total: 25)

Location
Remains Interred: Rate Code

BRANDT, Gerald Dale GM3c A Piot I, Row 2, Grave 28
BURNES, George William PhM2c A Plot D, Row 19, Grave 17
EVANS, George Alban TM1c -]

RYDER, Raymond Keith SM3c - Private cemetery, Michigan
WELLMAN, Donald Davidson Ste A Plot E, Row 13, Grave 1%

Memorial ized:

ALEXANDER, Harley Edwin Cox c

BALAZ, Methodius (n) SF2¢ D

BALDWIN, Theodore (n) TM3c D

BELMONT, Charles (n) GM3c o

BURNS, Will iam Robert CM2c D

CUDA, Merle James SM2¢ c

DEATHRIDGE, James Lawrence Yee o

OIERSCH, Charles Martin wTte D

DIXON, Billy Harrison S2¢ D

GATES, Freeman Edwin TMic ¢

GREER, Glen Woodrow Ste c

IDDINS, Harold Kenneth Y2¢ ¢

KAUFENBERG, Kenneth Serglus TM3c c

KENNEDY, William Raymond Stec c

LAUSTED, John James QM3c ¢

LEMMERMAN, Robert Caudle RM3c c

MULLANEY, Jerome Martin Cox c

PERRIN, Robert Danlel AM3c c

TURNER, Frederick Wade Sic c

VINEY, Vincent Russell S2c c

L AN BN BT I B B I Y B BN R

Normandy American Cemetery
Collaville-sur-Mer/St. Laurent-sur-Mer (Calvados), France

Baltimore National Cemetery, Baltimore, Maryland

Cambridge Amer ican Cemetery and Memorial
Cambr idge, England

Ardennes Amer ican Cemetery and Memorial
Neupre (Neuvi!le-en-Condroz), Belgium

Monuments Commission letter to Gustavus R. Ide, uJr.

dated 4 May 1995,

E. &, Wilde, Jr.
January, 1999






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side, To them we have a solemn obl igation
- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to Ilive.”

- Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S.S. Missouri (B88-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1945,
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¥errative by: Cosmender Jlifford 4. Johnson

USS GLENN(H
In Normapdy Invasicn

Commander Johnach wes skipper of the
USS GLENNON whon that destroyer was sunk in
the lnvasion of Normendy. The GLENCN wes
one of the many vietims of acoustic mines
off the lcrmandy comst. The explcosion of
the mine and subsequent valient efforts to
save the GLENNQN cre deacribed in consider-
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Narrative by: Commander Clifford A. Johnson DECLASSIFIED
USS GLENNON
In Normandy Invasion

Commander Johnson:

Today is the 13th of July 1944, I'm Commander C.A. Johnson, United States
Navy, former commanding officer of the USS GLENNON, DD620.

It was my privilege to be commanding officer of that ship during its last nine
months. I placed the ship in commission under Commander F.C. Camp, then commanding
officer, myself being executive officer, in Octcber 1942. The ship since then had
completed seventeen successful convoy crossings of the Atlantic. By successful I
mean that these crossings were made without the loss of a single ship in the con-
voy.

This ship was engaged in the Sicilian invasion in July 1943 and its splendid
shore fire control worked at that time. The only previous time that the ship had
been hit in any manner or form was at Palermo on the 31st of July 1943, when the
Germans made a large determined attack on the ships in the harbor. The GLENNON
was strafed at that time, wounding sixteen men on the starboard side of the bridge.
The plane that strafed the ship at that time had just bombed a British light cruis-
er anchored on our starboard beam where they scored a near miss. I was on the port
side of the ship at the time, saw the Plane. Before we could get to the plane, she
came up out of her dive at about 150 feet, crossed over the ship and fired with her
after machine guns.

By the time I arrived on the starboard side of the bridge, the wounded were
laying both inside and outside on the bridge. There were only two men who were
seriously wounded and the cthers had minor shell fragment wounds. The plane appar-
ently got away scot-free, although cut of fifty planes making the raid that night,
nine were shot down by both aircraft and AA battery fire.

From the lst of August, 1943, when we started to leave the Mediterranean until
the invasion of France in the Bay of the Seine, in June 1944, the GLENNON was occu-
pied in transporting troop convoys to Scotland for the forthcoming invasion. These
convoys in the North Atlantic, undoubtedly many of our troops who are now fighting
in France will remember the weather of the North Atlantic during these crossings.
It was typical North Atlantic winter weather.

About the end of April we began to wonder whether our ship was going to actu-
ally take part in the forthcoming invasion which had been played up very strongly
in the newspapers but which we had heard nothing official about as yet. However,
the orders began to come in with indications that we were going across with an en-
tirely combatant convoy which looked to me very much like the beginning of the in-
vasion to come.

On the sixth of May, we left New York proceeded to England with the Destroyer
Squadron Seventeen plus the PLUNKETT, convoying the USS QUINCY, a new United States
Cruiser.

On arrival Destroyer Squadron Seventeen reported to Commander of the Twelfth
Fleet for duty. From that time on, until the invasion, time was taken up in actual
practices for shore fire control and for action against German E-boats. A1l of
this training was taken by all hands in a serious mood and excellent results were
obtained. By this time, it was absolutely apparent to all hands that the ship was
ultimately destined to take part in the invasion. Both the officers and men seemed

-1 -



DECLASSIFIED

very happy and keyed up to the situation.

Shortly after arrival in the United Kingdom the commanding officer started
to receive voluminous reports and operation orders for the forthcoming inva-
sion. He was unable to disclose at any time to anyone the nature of the orders
that had been received. However, on the 25th of May, the order came through
to release the information to those people that were required to know in order
to get them thoroughly acquainted with their job.

PORTS JAMMED WITH SHIPPING

The plans were so well made and it was evident in our travels around the
United Kingdom at this time that this invasion was going to be larger than any-
thing that we had seen before this time. The ports of the United Kingdom were
jammed with shipping. It seemed miraculous to myself and to most of the other
people present at that time that the Germans were not taking advantage of this
apparent tremendous shipping in these ports by making air attacks on them. Weak
raids were made but at no time did I see a determined air attack during this period.

The actual place where the ships of the bombardment group were assembled
was at Belfast in the Bangor lough. There, the same situation existed as exis-
ted throughout the whole of the United Kingdom, the anchorage had to be set
down very carefully in order to get all the ships in the harbor. These were
most all of them combatant ships including battleships, cruisers and a large
number of destroyers.

Finally the word came setting D-day as of the 5th of June 1944, 0600, being
H-hour. That meant that we were going to have to get underway from Belfast on
the 3rd in order to bring the heavy bombardment ships on station at H-hour. On
the morning of the fourth, we received word that the invasion had been delayed
24 hours making H-hour on our beach, 6:30 on the morning of the sixth. This de-
lay was taken in stride without any undue difficulties by any of the forces in-
volved. A turn-around was made and another twrn-around made twelve hours later.

The actual approach on the afternoon of the fifth was really remarkable in
the large number of ships traveling down their specific lanes all over the south-
ern coast of England. There was every type of ship known by both the British and
American Navies in those formations. These ships had to make schedules and they
were adjusting their speeds from time to time in very fast tidal waters in order
to make the proper time at their destination. These ships did very well.

In the approach the GLENNON was leading the shore bombardment group assigned
to Utah Beach.

The approach was made without incident, sighting no German aircraft or no
German surface craft. There was periodic firing to the eastward of us and also
to the westward of us in the vicinity of Cherboury. This was taken to be E-
boats trying to make an attack on the forces but being definitely stopped by
our own forces whe were patrolling that area.

ARRIVED ON SCHEDULE
We arrived in the transport area and the shore bombardment area on schedule

and from that time on everything clicked off in accordance with previous plan.
The paratroopers apparently had landed as their large number of planes were
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seen coming out. A very heavy barrage and bombardment was laid down by antiair-
craft on the beaches about H minus 4. This barrage was something that I have
never experienced before.

We were approximately 15,000 yards off the beach and the ship shook very vio-
lently during this entire barrage. There was an immense amount of dust blown to
seaward, and it came almost as a cloud. When the aircraft had finished their job,
the shore bombardment ships opened up heavy fire on predetermined targets on the
beach. Targets were machine gun nests, batteries of all types, and shocked the
Germans just before the arrival of the first wave of troops on Utah Beach. Appar-
ently the first wave was very successful because shortly after H-hour, we heard
the announcement that cur troops had breached the seawall just behind Utah Beach
and were going ahead on into the country beyond.

Shortly after H-hour the GLENNON received orders to proceed into this near
shore fire support area and to contact its shore fire control party ashore and
give them support that they would ask for. We proceeded into the beach by way of
the central boat lane and I was amazed at the quietness of the inshore area.

Invasion was not yet four hours old but the beaches were being worked thor-
oughly, the ships were going in apparently according to schedule and everything
was quiet, there didn't seem to be any sign of confusion at that time. I arrived
on my shore fire control station and was unable to get any targets from my shore
fire control party ashore apparently due to the fact that they were moving so fast
that they didn't require support from me.

That day proceeded without incident as far as the ship was concerned except
for the firing of a few rounds at a battery which fired very short of us. It was
also noted later in the afternoon that very heavy fire was laid down on the
beaches causing the beaches to be closed for some three to four hours vhile this
battery that was laying down the fire could be located and silenced.

That night was spent in the shore fire control, shore bombardment area,
screening our heavy shore bombardment ships. There was a light air raid during
the night. Some bombs landed fairly close, nothing serious. There was a low
Cloud formation, no planes were seen definitely enough to fire upon them. OQur own
Mllied aircraft were able to chase them ocut of the area very shortly after they
arrived.

The next morning the ship was ordered to a new shore fire control station off
Quineville about two miles. This day was very much more satisfying to myself and
to the officers and crew. We fired at numerous targets that were designated by
the shore fire control party, were able to dodge a few shells from the beach Ger-
man batteries and were able to help our own Army stop a counter-attack late that
afterncon.

SCREENED BOMBARDMENT SHIP

This was rather interesting for us. We received a very hurried call for sup-
port and were told to be very careful as our troops were being counter-attacked
and if the fire should be off very much why we'd fire on our two troops. However
we went ahead and fired about 200 rounds as directed by our shore fire control
party, receiving very enthusiastic reports from them on completion of the fire
that the enemy had been turned back completely as a result of the fire we laid
down, and had retreated beyond the immediate sight of their positions.
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That night we went back to screen our heavy shore bombardment ships again.
Again that night there were numercus air attacks with some bombs and mines fall-
ing in the area.

The next morning, the 8th of June, D plus 2, we were back on station, on
previous day's station by sunrise. At 8:03 there was a terrible explosion in
the vicinity of our port quarter. Immediate information was that we had struck
or detonated an acoustic mine. The after section of the ship immediately
started to part about fifty feet from the stern. The stern settled rapidly,
and it was found that the ship was anchored fast by the stern.

There were numerocus men who were able to get clear of the compartments
below and they were in the water with no ships in the immediate vicinity. We
immediately put our own motor whale boat in the water to pick these men up.
We were very fortunate in being able to get to all except one of these men,
all of whom had been quite badly wounded.

It was a very short time before two minesweepers closed the ship and at-
tempted to tow the ship off the beach. This was unsuccessful. They decided
to evacuate as many personnel as we could, including the wounded, only Keeping
those personnel that it would require to salvage the ship and to man our gquns
that remained.

A tug was asked for to pull the ship off the beach and was sent in later
that morning.

The first thing I noticed, the first one off the ship in this instance
was our dog by the name of Gismo. He came to us just before we left New York.
We had him alongside the dock and we put him off three times but just as we
shoved off, he made one leap and managed to grab the ship. We thought at that
time if he was so anxious to make the trip, why we would let him come along
but I noticed that he was the first one to get off. I had been a little bit
worried up to this moment as to whether he actually was still on board, but
he seemed happy with his tail wagging.

The next few hours was spent mostly in trying to reduce the flooding in
the after engine room and in the after living spaces still remaining with the
ship. This was comparatively easy work and was brought quickly under control
and it was thought perhaps that we could pull the ship off on high tide. The
tug arrived just before high tide and made every effort to pull us off without
success. The ship was turned through some 720 degrees finally in attempting
to shear off the stern without any results.

It was then determined that we would attempt to cut the shafts, particu-
larly the starboard shaft in order to push it out and probably that was what
was holding us. This would free the ship and permit it to be towed away.
While preparations to do this were going on, I received a dispatch from Com-
mander Task Force Utah to abandon all further attempts at salvage, remove the
crew and put them on an LST bound for the United Kingdom. It was known by
the commanding officer that if this order was carried out, the after engine
room would flood, the after living space would flood and while the ship would
remain afloat, salvage operations would be definitely hampered.

We decided to take off all except enough men to keep the boiler in opera-
tion who could ride the motor whale boat out later and for myself to go to
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Admiral Moon, the Task Force Commander, and attempt to have
order to permit our boilers to remain in under fire to keep
flooding spaces.

the arder changed in
our pumps on the

This was obtained that night and our crew was returned to the ship late the
nextaftemomandwemq:ectedthatmtheeighthorntherthetmthwewouldbe
abletogettheshipclearandbetowedcut.

GLENNON BADLY HOLED

However on the morning of the tenth at 0700, the same German battery which
had been giving a great deal of trouble both on the beaches and to the shore bom-
bardment ships opened fire with extremely accurate fire. Their first salvo was
short, their second salvo was a straddle hitting us in the after engine room. I
tried to locate the battery at that time but vas unable to do so. The battery was
apparently hidden or well camouflaged. There was no smoke or flash visible from
the ship.

After the third salvo had landed and hit forward, we decided to abandon ship
in an LCM that we had close aboard. Already three men had been wounded on deck,
the shells being anti-personnel shells, high explosive, bursting both on impact
with the ship and in the water. Evacuation was carried out quickly, and while the
LM was hauling away from the ship there were numerous shell bursts close aboard,
three holes being put in the side of the LOM.

After being same distance away from the ship it was found that three men had
been left on board. We had to get the wounded men we had there already to some
medical aid so we put through the picket line about a mile away, went close aboard
a PT boat there, took off some men and sent the LCM on to obtain medical assigt-
ance for those men that had been wounded.

I tooktenmandguta?l‘boatt.oretumtothe ship. The heavy shore bom-
bardment ships by this time had opened up on the shore battery which had been
shelling the ship and succeeded in silencing it, for the moment anyway. When we
arrived back on the ship, it was found that the GLENNON was badly holed all the
way fram the water line to its tops and from the after part to the stem. It was
figured that there was at least five hits in the ship at that time and that ques-
tion of salvage was no longer possible, at least by the ship's force, so we de-
cided to put the fires out from under the boilers and to proceed to the transport
are2 and obtain instructions from the Task Force Commander.

The three men were found, only one of which had been wounded after the former
people had left the ship. They had done an excellent job in keeping the fires
going in the boiler and also putting out a small fire aft.

The ship had been hit on the bridge, destroying most of the bridge equipment
and hit in the sound room, also in the radar room, radio roam, the forward fire
roam and two hits through the deck into officer's country and the CPQ quarters
forward. These hits were known at that time.

After leaving the ship, we received instructioms from the Task Force Comman-
der to put the people on IST 381 return to United Kingdom there to have a salvage
party of 50 men and one officer, the commanding officer, to return when salvage
operations became possible. As the LST was not getting underway immediately, the
executive officer went back later that afterncon to inspect the damage and to get

-5 -



DECLASSTFTED

a few of his own clothes from the ship. The gunnery officer and damage con-
trol officer and a Chief Radar Technician went along with them. They found
out that we had not counted all the hits earlier or there had been more
shelling between the time we left and the time he returned, because now
there were 11 full shell hits in the ship and numerous near misses causing
fragment holes throughout the ship.

It was thought that the ship would remain afloat as long as she was an-
chored by the stern but once she cast loose there, why, the numercus fragment
holes throughout the full length of the ship would undoubtedly flood practi-
cally all compartments forward and aft. The ship started to list heavily
that night about 2200 and sank shortly thereafter.

END

Note: A copy of this narrative was obtained from Operational Archives at the
Naval Historical Center, Washington Navy Yard, D.C. Retyped, unedited.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.



The U,S.S. Glennon (DD-620) in World war 1[I

Photograph Credits

RAdm. James H. Glennon, USN (1857-1940)

Description Source Code/lIdent. No.

Personal collection
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Launching, Federal Shipbuilding, Kearny, NJ NA 1 9=N=-35903
Afioat after launching, stbd. bow, 8/26/42 NA 1 9=N-35907

Commissioning Ceremony, 10/8/u42 - Personal collection
Aerial, stbd. quarter, u/way 10/12/42 NA 19-N=34724
LCOR Floyd €. Camp, USN (C.O.) - Personal collection
Starboard quarter view, u/way 10/7/u2 NA 19~N=35910
Anchored, port beam, N.Y. N. Yd. 10/22/42 NA 19=N=36820
Torpedo tubes, N.Y. N. Yd. u/t/u3 NA 19-N-42526
Fantail, N.Y. N. Yd. 4/1/43 NA 19=N-42%29

Fwd. superstructure, N.Y. N. Yd. 5/24/43 NA 19~N=k6285
Midships from Mt, 3, N.Y. N. Yd., 5/24/43 NA 19=-N~-46286
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USS Murphy (DD-603) u/way 4/15/43, p. beam USNI Order with photocopy
Murphy, damaged after section, 10/23/43 NA {Record Group 15)
German torpedo boat ("E-boat"), port quart. NHF NH 71371

"Bltack gang" crewmembers RWP N=6028A

NA

NHF

RiWP

USNI

LT T T BT R N N BE B Y

National Archives 11, 8601 Adelphi Road

Coillege Park, MD 20740-6001

Still Picture ref,: (301) 713-6625, Ext. 234
(Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)

Naval Historical! Foundation Photo Service
Washington Navy Yard, 901 M Street, S.E.
Washington, DC 20374-5060

(202 ) u433-2765

Real War Photos, P.O. Box 728, Hammond, IN 46325

U.§. Naval Institute Photo Service
Beach Hall

291 Wood Road, Annapolis, MD 21402-5034
(410) 268~6110; FAX: (410) 269=-7940

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
May, 1999
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£, Andrew Wilde, Jr., Commander, USNR (Ret. ), received
his commission through the NROTC Program at Oartmouth Col-
lege in 1950, Following graduation he saw action off Korea
aboard the USS Douglas H, Fox (DD-779)} when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this period
have been donated to the Naval Historical Foundation, and two
of them appeared in the coffee~table book, The Navy, pub-

! ished by the Foundation In 2000, After completing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
account ing and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
pany in Waltham, Massachusetts.

In 1993 he developed a strong interest in naval history
and began editing a series of illustrated ships! histories
primarily of U.S. destroyers sunk in World War II. Primary
source documents such as action reports, ships! war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his-
tories as well as many firsthand accounts. His booklets are
not for sale, but he sends compl imentary copies to the survi-
vors and to the famil ies of crewmembers killed on these vesg-
sels.

Commander Wilde is a | ife member of the Naval Historical
Foundat ion and the U.S. Naval Institute.







Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war I])

United States Ship

Aaron Ward (DO=483)

Barton (DD-599)
Borie (DD=-215)
Colhoun (APD=2 )
Corry (DD=463 )

Cushing (DD-376)
DeHaven (DD-u69)

Douglas H. Fox (DD=779) (05/17/45)

Drexler (DD-741)
Duncan (DD-485)

Emmons (DMS=22)
Fiske (DE~-143)
G/ennon (DD-620)
Hbflfgan { DD~584 )
Hammann (DD-412)

Laffey (DD-459)
Lansdale (DD-426)
McFariand (AVD-14)
Meredith (DD-726)
Monssen (DD-436)

Perry (OMS-17)
Preston (DD=-37%)
Spence (DD=-512)
Strong (DD-467)
walke (DD-416)

Notes:
*

Date Sunk/

(Damaged) Area

OW/07 /43 Guadalcanal
11/13/42 Guadalcanal
11/01 /43 North Atlantic
o8/30/u42 Tulagi
06/06/u% Normandy
11/13/42 Guadalcanal
02/01 /43 Guadalecanal

Ok inawa

05/28/u45 Ok inawa
10/12/42 Guadalcanal
ou/o6/45 Ok inawa

08/02 /44 North Atilantic
06/10/4y Normandy
03/26/u45 Ok inawa
06/06/42 Midway
11/13/42 Guadalcanal

04 /2044 Med iterranean
(1r0/16/42) Guadalcanal
06/09 /44 Normandy
11/13/42 Guadalcanal
09/13 /44 Angaur/Pelel iu
11/15/42 Guadalcanal
12/18/uy Luzon, P.l.
0?/05/43 Cent. Solomons
11/15/42 Guadalcanal

% ¥ X K ¥ ¥ X x &

Total for two engagements with the enemy

Kilted/
wounded!
42139
164/32
27700
51/18
24 /55

72/67
168/40
10/36
158/54
48/35

60/78
33/65
25/49%
160/43
84/63

59/114
uo/7¢6
12/13
35/28
145/37

8717
117/26
315/24

us/61
82/48

1 Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
guent to the date they were reported missing either due
to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander,

June,

2005

USNR (Ret. )
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ARDENNES AMERICAN CEMETERY AND MEMORIAL
Route du Condroz, 164, B-4121 Neuviile-en-Condroz, Belgium,

Tél: (32) 4/371.42.87, Fax: (32) 4/372.03.29 email = Ardennes.Cemetery @ abme-cr.org

U.5.A. Address = ABMC Ardennes/ Embassy APO AE Q9710-5000

Esablished by Conpress March 1923
Date: 30 August 1999

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)

1210 Greendale Avenue, Apt E3
Needham, MA 02492-4522

Dear Commander;

You were very kind to give a copy of your book “ the U.S.S.
GLENNON (DD-620) to the library of this cemetery. I have read the book.
It does present some of the events of the invasion in Normandy from the
Navy point of view. Most people think the Navy just transported troops to
the beach and brought in their supplies. Complex operation to say the least
with all branches of our armed forces involved. The planners were military
geniuses. | just wonder what if, Hitler had planted a couple million mines
rather than building all those useless V1 rockets, just what language we
would be speaking now. Oh, I have confidence we would have eventually
won the war, no matter all the “what ifs”. It could have cost a lot more

lives.

Thanks for the book Commander, cheers

aorace E. Thomgon EMCM (USN Ret.)

Superintendent






1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. £3
Needham, MA 02492-4622
August 16, 2003

Marty Morgan, Historian
The Nat ional D-Day Museum
945 Magazine Street

New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Sir:

I'm sending you four historical compilations on destroyers
which participated in OPERATION NEPTUNE, Three of these ships
were sunk off the Normandy BReachhead in shallow water: USS
Corry (DD-463), USS Glennon (DD=-620) and USS Meredith (DD-726).

The USS Emmons (as DD-457, before she was converted to a mine-
sweeper and redesignated DMS-22) provided efrective qunfire
support (841 rounds of 5-inch shells on June 6th) of the land-
ings at OMAHA BEACH, After firing on assigned targets this
destroyer closed to within 1500 yards of the shore to engage
enemy batteries and fire at targets of opportunity. Although
she was bracketed by enemy fire she was not hit and had no
personnel casualties.

The three destroyers which were sunk had a total of 84 killed/
missing and 125 wounded. My booklets identify these men and
/ist both the grave sites for those interred overseas and the
cemeteries where the missing are memorial ized.

My Corry booklet contains several very moving personal accounts
of the hardships these survivors endured before they were res-
Cued.

I hope your museum makes visitors aware of the important role
destroyers played at Normandy on D-Day, June 6th, 1S4y,

Yours truly,

ozt A

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
(781 ) 449-0392






THE NATIONAL

MUSEUM

NEW ORLEANS

April 12, 2004

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

RE: Library Donation

Commander Wilde,

The purpose of this letter is to acknowledge receipt of the material you forwarded
to this office on August 16, 2003. These booklets are certainly of great interest to
this institution and | am confident that future researchers will benefit from their
content as well.

As you well know, US Navy destroyers played a very important role during
Operation Neptune. Had it not been for the direct fire support of the USS
Emmons (DD-457), the battle at Omaha beach would definitely have turned out
much differently than it did. Also, the loss of USS Corry (DD-463), USS Glennon
(DD-620) and USS Meredith (DD-726) proves that naval combat on D-Day was
every bit as ferocious as combat on the beaches and drop zones.

Your donation of these pieces of source material has made a meaningful
contribution to the collection of historical literature held by The National D-Day
Museum. This library collection is open to researchers and consequently
available for future historians who wish to continue the development of human
understanding of this historic event.

Thank you very much for contributing to this institution’s library collection. We
are deeply appreciative of your support.

artin K.A. Morgan
irch Historian

Americas World War IT Museum

THL NATIONAL
0-DAY MUSIUM

HEW ORLEANS The Nationai D-Day Museum | 945 Magazine Street | New Orieans, LA 70130-3813 | Phone 504.527.6012 | Fax 504.527.6088 | www.ddaymuseum.org
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD
901 M STREET SE .
WASHINGTON DC  20374-5060 N REPLY REFER TO

5070
Ser LY/06411
13 Jul 99

Commander E. Andrew Wilde, USNR, Ret
1210 Greendale Ave., Apt E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

Dear Commander Wilde:

We were pleased to receive the USS Glennon (DD-620), another
of your generous contributions to the Navy Department Library.
Your documentation efforts continue to provide a consolidated
source of information to many scholars, veterans, etc.

We are enclosing a Deed of Gift form for this material; this
document is the legal record of your donation and our acceptance
of the gift. Please sign and return the form as soon as
possible. We will complete our portion and return a copy to you.

Thank you for your support of the Navy and the Navy

Department Library.
Sincerely,

KN -

L. HORT
Director, Navy Department Library

Enclosure






