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1210 Greendale Ave., #339
Needham, MA 02192
July 9, 1996

USS Aaron Ward (DD-483) Crewmembers,

It is my pleasure to present you with a copy of the book-
let ! have compiled on your ship. It is one of several [ have
completed on destroyers sunk off Guadalcanal. In addition to
the crew ! also send copies to ten museums/! ibraries around the
country (and one in Australial), so the Aaron Ward's story will
be preserved for rfuture naval historians.

You don'!t owe me anything for the booklet, but modest con-
tributions will be appreciated. [l'm really more interested in
seeing that everyone who survived the sinking and the battle on
November 13th, 19542, gets a copy than ! am in breaking even.

I'm sorry that I can’t supply you with extra copies, but
I hope you!ll! have coples made at a copying store for your
ramily., 1| want future generations to know what you went
through in World War 11, | was just a Boy Scout then -~ on the
Home Front, We all did our best to "support our boys in uni-
forms® Perhaps I'm doing what I do today because no one ever

told me to stopl

I'm very happy to report that | sent a copy (75% complete)
to Admiral Becton a few months before he died. He phoned to
thank me for It just a few days before he was operated on,

I think you'll also be pleased to know that Ralph "Hutch”
Hutehinson del ivered copfes of the page showing the USS Cofer
(DE-208) to John Coferl!s family.

Finally, 1 wish to thank Bob Imholte and Captain John
Drew for their support and for the materijal they suppl ied,

Enjoy my bo%

E., Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his | ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisraction,
"1 served in the United States Navy.”

- President John F, Kennedy, 1963






NAVY DEPARTMENT
IMMEDIATE RELEASE. FESRUARY 19, 1941

SPONSOR - U.S.S. AARON WARD

The Navy Department announced that the Secretary of
the Navy, the Honcrable Frank Knox, has desigmated Kiss Hilde
Ward, Hotel Wellington, Seventh Avenﬁe at 55th Street,

Hew York City, New York, as sponsor for the U.S.S. AARON WARD,
Destroyer, named in honor of her father, the late Rear Acmiral

Aaron Ward, U.S. Navy.

The U.S.S. AARO¥ WARD, second of that name, is under
construction at the Federal Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Company,

Kearny, New Jersey.

This vessel probably will be launched in Qctober of
1941.
The U.S.S. AARON WARD was authorized by Act of Con-

gress dated July 19, 1940.






Miss Hilda ward's father, Rear Admiral Aaron ward, USN, graduated from the
U.S. Naval Academy in 187!. He was cited for distinguished service during
the. Spanish-Amarican wWar in 1898 when he commanded a former yacht, the USS
wasp. Admiral Ward died in 1918, (U.S. Navy photograph.)







The christening of the U.S.S. Aaron Ward (DD-483) at the Fedsral Shtpb'uildmg'
and Dry Dock Co., Kearny, New Jersey, on November 22, 1941. Miss Hllda Ward,
daughter of Rear Admiral Aaron Ward, was the ship's sponsor. {USNI photo)







The [aunching of the second U.S$.S5. Aaron ward (DD-483) at kKearny, Naw Jersey, on
November 22, 1541, The flirst vessel to bear that name, a Bath-built Flushdecker
destroyer {DD-132) commissioned in 1919, was transferred to the U.,K, in 1940 and
renamed HMS Castleton., She was finally decommissioned In 1945, (USNI photo, )







Office of Naval Records and History
Ships! Histories Section
Navy Department

HISTORY OF USS AARON WARD (DD 483)

The US5 AARON WARD, gallant herc of the Third Battle of Savo
Island, waz sunk by an air attack on April 7, 1943, bringing to an end
& colorful wartime career that was marked by numersus cleshes with
the enemy.

Five aerial bombs delivered the fatel blows to the fighting de-
stroyer as she steamed on her Screening station off Guadalcanal.
Twenty of her crew were killed, seven were missing, and 8 seriosusly
wounded. Eight officers and 43 men were gslightly wounded.

Early mcnths of the Pacific war found the AARON WARD Just out
of her building cradle. However, after a brief treining period off
Casco Bay, Portland, Maine, the new destroyer was on her way to flght
the Pacific war. On May 26, 1942, she passed through the Canal Zone
and set her course to San Diego, a preliminary stop to the Pacific

combat arec.

Her early duties consiated of escort work. During the beginning
of August, the ALRON WARD screened the USS CIMARRON (A0 22) enroute
to Suva Harber, Southwest Pacific. At least two emcellent sound con-
tacts were attacked by the new deatroyer, each resulting in possible
damage to the enemy submarines.

During the middle of August, the vessel joined & rather depleted
American task force that was heretofore carrying the brunt of the
Allied naval war. She steamed continucusly with this fighting unit
in its brave atand to protect what footholds the American forces had
galned during those early days of the war. Fueling vas necessarily
performed at sea and only brief periocds at Espiritu Santo were afforded

for upkeep and rest.

During task force operations on September 15, the ALZRON WARD
saw the carrier WASP (CV 7) take a torpedo and sink. The task force
had previously assembled in full strength to meet an enemy naval
force threat that did not meterialize.

On Gctober 17, the AARON WARD and the USS LARDNER (DD 487) steamec
together on 2 bombardment mission at Guadalcanzl. Before pilcking up
liason officers frem the First Marine Division, the two degtroyers
veathered a Jap aerial bombing attack. Three bombs were evaded by the
AARON WARD and the LARDNER likewise escaped the explosives, although
both vessels were sprayed with shrapnel.

Possible shore batteries and other suspected Jap emplecements
were raked by the two destroyers who continued on their planned mis-
gion despite threats of recurring air attacks. :
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Re joining her task force, the AARM WARD steamed in the forward
sereen on Octcber 20 when the crulser GHESTER was sunk. Shortly o
after the expl:ssion, the destroyer left her screening area and rushed
to the aid of the CHESTER. A souné contact was geined and heavy
pattern charges were laid upon the suspected enemy raider.

Ansther assault upon Jap positions on Guadalcanal was launched
on October 30 with gocd success. On November 11, the AARON WARD was
in the thick of things again, this time repelling a flight of 9 planes.
One of the enemy fliers was shot down and two others were damaged.
Two more were shot down the next day off Lunga Point, as enemy activity
began to reech a temps that was to bring on a full scale battle.

The head-on clash between Jap and American naval forces in what
was to be known as the Third Battle of the Savo Island reached 1ts
full fury on the night of November 12-13. Repulsed in late Qctober
with heavy losses of troops on Guadalcansl and of alrcraft in the
carrier duel of October 26, the Japs began to assemble troops and
ships for another offensive.

Phe Amerlicans knew well enough what was brewing, but their situa-
tion, nevertheless, was critical. Only one carrier, the incompletely
repaired ENTERPRISE could be counted upon to participate in the battle.

In spite of the odds, the smsll American task force, including
the AARON WARD which led the destroyer force, steamed through the
overcast night to meet the enemy force.

Shortly after midnight on November 13, the battle begen to rage.
The three-column Jap forces threw confusion into the Americans who
'had not fully grasped the stragety employed by the Japanese.

Sometime after 2 a.m., the AARON WARD, her guns blazing as fast
as their crevs could handle the ammunition, steamed through the en-
tire enemy formation, scoring damaging blows as her guns kept hitting
repeatedly. :

Her fire sunk or helped sink one enemy crulser and damaged two
destroyers. Hovever, she did not come through her daring escapade
unscathed. Nine direct hits, four of them from major caliber pro-
jectiles , were received. The shells blew apart her director, range-
finder, radar antennae, searchlights, telephone cables, radar room,
and even sheared the foremast off above the stay ring. Shrapnel
holes were also spattered throughout the entire galley bulkheads.

Paylight the next morning found her dead in the water, unable
to muster any steam. The USS BOBOLINE (ATO 131) took her in tow and
headed for Tulagl. However, a EONGO class Jap battleship, which was
slowly steaming in circles, let loose at the AARON WARD with two-gun
salvoes which straddled her on the third splash. Friendly aircraft
came to the fcundering ship's rescue, however, and sent the Nip

battlewagon to the bottom.
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Afternoon the next day was devoted to burisl services for 14
crew members who were killed in the actlon. 8ix other men were serisus
1y vwounded. Fifty suffered less serious injuries.

_ Emergency repeairs at Tulag!l permitted the AARGN WARD to get
inderwvay fo? limited operations; however, on December 20, 1942, the
vessel put into Pearl Harbor for a thorough repair job.

By the end of Janusry, 1943, the ship, was underway and conducted
exercises 2if Pearl Harbor. A few weeks later, she sailed to join
her task force.

On April 7, 1943, the AARGN WARD was escorting three ICT's from
Russel Island to Savo. As the small echelon neared Tulagi, a dis-
patch varning of a large-scale Jap plane attack was received.

As the AARON WARD drew in Sight of Tulagi, she received orders
to leave her convoy and go to the aid of the USS LST 449 which was
reported off Lunga Roads. The destroyer reversed her course and joined
the L3T off Togcma Point, Guadalcanal.

Shortly after three o'clock that afternoon, the air attack began
to develop. Three enemy planes Swooped out of clouds near the sun
and dropped threce bombs on the AARON WARD, two of them missing close
aboard and the third Scoring directly. The second attack came a split-
second afterwards. Two more bombs were dropped and these, also scored
near-misses. None of the missiles landed farther than 5 yards away.

All electrical power was lost on the heavy callber gun mounts,
and small fires started. Hull plates vere sprung by the terrific eon-
cussions, and both firerooms were soon flooded to vithin six inches
of the mein deck level. The forward engineroam athwartships bulk-
heads were sprung and water rushed through the leaks. The living
compartment of the after enginersom was partielly flooded through
open seams in the skin of the ship on port side.

A fev minutes after the attack, the USS ORTOLAN (ASR 5), joined
by the USS VIERO (ATO 144), took the foundering vessel in tow. The
battle to save the AARON WARD tetered on the brink of success and de-
feat.Dr hours as every available means was employed to save the ship.
Bucket brigades emptied some of the water in the lower compartments
but the men could do no more than hold their own. However, a progres-
give list to starboard hampered the gallant operations and, despite
last minute efforts to beach her, the AARON WARD sank in 40 fethoms
of water at 9:35 p.m., April 7, 1943,

The AARON WARD was & member of the LIVERMORE Class destroyer.
Built by the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Com any, Kearney, New
Jersey, the vesscl was launched on November 22, 1941. Miss Hilda
Ward, daughter of the ship's nanmesake, Rear Admiral Ward, ohristened
the vessel. Adnmiral Ward commended the USS WASP, a former yacht, in
the Spanish American war. He was cited for distinguished service
during this conflict.
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three
USS AARON WARD (DD 483) earned fews Battle Stars on the Aslatic-
Pacific Area Service Medal, for participating in the following opera-

tions:

1 Star/Cepture and Defense of Guadalcanal -- 10 August 1942 to 8
February 1943

1 Star/Guadalcenal (Third Save) -- 12 to 15 November 1942

1 Star/Consolidation of Solomon Ialands
Consolidation of southern Solomons -- 8 February to 20 June

1943

The vessel measured 348 feet in length; 35 feet in beam, had a
standard displacement of 1,630 tons, and was credited with a speed

in excess of 37 knots.

® % * ¥ W

Stencilied July 1946
Resatencilled June 1951

——
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In the summer of 1942 the Solomon [slands, streaming 600 miles
southeast from New 8Britain (upper laft), assumed a great strategic
fmportance. For the Japanese, their seaplane base at Tulagi (center)
and the airfield they were completing on Guadalcanal formed part of a
defensive perimeter for their principal base at Rabaul. For the
United States, these bases in the lower Solomons threatened both her
supply lines to Australia and her advance bases in the New Hebrides
and on New Caledonia,

The decisive Guadalcanal Campaign began on August 7, 1542, when
the U,S. Marines seized both Tulagi and the airfield across the bay.
It ended six months later when the Japanese evacuated their remaining
troops.

The victory was truly a turning point in the Pacific wWar. A
captured Japanese document read, "Success or fraifure in recapturing
Guadalcanal . . .« s the fork In the road which leads to victory For
them or for us.” After the island was secured the Japanese offensive
was over, and the All ies began their long island-hopping march to
Tokyo Bay.

E. A, Wwilde, Jr.
February, 1996
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The U.3.S5. AARON WARD, Destroyer (DL 4833) second vessel named in honor of
the late Rear Admiral Aaron Ward, U.S. Navy, was authorized by act of Congress
July 19, 1940, and was built by the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company,
Kearny, New Jersey. She was launched November 22, 1941, at which time she was
sponsored by Rear Admiral Ward's daughter, Miss Hilda Ward, of Hotel Wellington,
Sevanth Avenme at 55th Street, New York, New York.

The characteristies of the AARQON WALD weres;

Standard Displacement 1,700 tons
Guns 4 5-inch 38 calibar
Torpedoes 10 2R~inch

wJane's Fighting Ship'a, 1938

The U.S.S. AARON WARD was placed in commission darch 4, 1942, under the
command of Commander Opvills Francis Gregor, U.S. Navy, who continued command
until February 18, 1943, (born April 1, 1903, at Donipham, iicsouril; graduated
from the Naval Academy on Juno 4, 1924; now in cammand of a landing Craft FMlotu-
1lla; Home address, 222 Coast Boulevard, LaJolla, cuifomh).

The AARON WARD participated in an engagemsnt with enemy Japanese naval
forces 6ff Cuadalcanal on the night of Novembsr 12-13, 1942. Henl commanding
officer, Commander Orville Francis Gregor, U.S. Navy, was awarded the Navy Cross,
with the following ceitation:

nFor extraordinary heroism in the line of his profession
during action with enemy forces an the night of November
12-13, 1942, on which occasioh the force to which he was
attached engaged at close quarters and defeated a suporior

snemy force. His daring and determination contributed
materially to the victory which prevented the enemy from

accomplishing thelr purposen,®
Her exeoutive officer at the time of this actionm, Lieutenant Commander

Frederick Julian Becion, U.S5. Navy, (born Xay 15, 1908, Des Arc, Arkansas;

graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy on June 4, 1931; later cammanding officer
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of the AARON WARD frow Faebruary 18, 1943, until the time of her sinking; now
Commander, 'in command of another [estroyer; hame addrses, 130 Oriole Street,
Hot Springs, Arkansas) was awarded & Letter of Cmnmesndation from the Cormunder
of the South Pacific irea and Force, with the following oitation:

PFor meritoricus sorvice in the line of his professicn
as exsoutiw officer of a destroysr during the engage-
aunt with Japanese naval forces off Guacalcanal on the
night of Movembeyr 12-13, 1942. Lieutenant Commander
BECTON most ably performed his duties after his ship

hed bean hit by enemy shellfire. In ths face of this
attack with utter disrogard for his own perscnal safety,
he traversed completely exposod positions to establish
communications between the firerccms and enginerocms

and the bridge. Immediately afier the ship went desd

in the water, he took complete ohargs of the engineering
departaant. As a result of his exceptionalldmvotion to
duty, the ship rdgained power and opensd the firing range
of an snemy battleship. 7This action was vitally instru-
‘ental in saving the ship as tha later shelling Ly the
tattleship was ineffective, His skillful conduct, tech-
nigal ability, and ths cutstanding performsnce of duty
ware in keaping with the highest traditions of the Kaval
Service,® -

Ten of the AAROR WARD's Ship'e caspany at the time of this engagement
wars descrated or cammended, eight being awsrdsd Silver Star Yednls, end two
being awarded Letters of Comnandatian'by-tho Caommander of the South Pnﬁiﬁc
Ares and Forca.

Lioutenant (Junior grads) Robert C. Hagen, U.S. Haval Reserve, (now Lieut-
enantj nLOW on duty at sew; howe address, 4 Brosdwsy, Brownsville, Texas) was
wounded in this setlon and swarded the 5ilver Star Medal, with the following

eltaticn;

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while
serving &8s assistant communications officer abgird the U.S.S.
AARCQH WARD during tho engagement with enemy Japanese naval
forces off Guadaleangl on the might of November 12-13, 1942,
Although painfully wounded, Lisuwtenant (Junior grads) Hagen
courageoucly remained at his battle station reporting situa-
tione beyond the view of hia Commanding Officer, until he
became so weakensd by his injuries that he had to be ovacuated.
His loyal dowvotion to duty and outetanding seamanship were in

kesping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Sar'wioe,n
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Ensizn Willisa 7. lelaron, Jre, TJ.8. Naval Laserve (now liesutenant (Jjunior
grade); now an cuty at the Fadasral Shipbuilding and liry vock Cospauy, Kearny,
Nsw Jersey; home address, 701 ¥. Nuszsll Plaas, fan Antonio, Texas) was alse
woundad in this engagement and wan awarded the Silver Star Medal, with tho fol-
lowing eitation:

"Por cansplenous gallantry snd intrepidity in actlon whils
serving a8 gunnery officer abomrd tha U.l.S. AARCH WID
daring tha engagement with enemy Japansse naval forces off
Guadalcananl on the night of Hovember 12-13, 19.2. Skili-
fully exscuting all orders nm,thshridp and maintaining
excellent fire discipline, Ensign leBaron diracted the co-
ordinated fire throughout the actich, sinking ons encmy
1isht oruiser and damaging several other Japanese ahips.
Although hs wasa wounded, he'valiantly contipued to carry
on his duties and subsnquently inflicted additional damage
on ths hostils flset. His fino skill and indamitable Z4;ht-
ing spirit were in keeping with the highest traditions of
ths United States Maval Servioe.*

Ensign Joseph A. Wesiphall, U.S. Hawal Ressrve (now Lieutensnt (Junior
grada); now on duty at ses; home address, 330 South 8pencar Stresi, Aurors,
Illirois) was also amarded the Silwer Stsr Medal, with the following citation:

"For conspicuous gallaniry and iatrepidity in action while
gerying us & hattery officar aboard the U.S.5. AARORSWARD
during ths engagement with enemy Japansse paval forces off
Guedaloanal on the night of Uowamber l2~13, 1942. -Then an
ensmy shell made a diroct hit on his gun, starting fires,
ripping open two depth charpges, killing {ive nen and wound-
ing others, Ensign Veatphall, mn utter disregard for his
wnn perseual safety, rushed medical aid to his siricken cou-
rades, valled & repair party, snd personmally asaisted in
putting cut the fires sf.m:dbtuploding-mnition. im=-
nmediately after the first phase’of ‘the night action was over,
ha helped materially in eetablishing commmications and got~
ting the engineering plant in operation, which enabled the
AAKON WARD to avoid possible sinking by a Jepansse battleship
the following morning. His Quick imdtiative, exceptional
akill and fearlens devotidn to duty wore ir keoping with the
higheat traditions of tho United States Hawval Sarvics."

John J. Cofer, Sesman First Class, U.B. Ravy, (Nother, lrs. MuTY Jeie
Cofer, Route §3, louisvills, Georgia) was killed in aotion while serving in the



UuS.8. AARON #ARD (8600..i vessel so-named) Page 4

AARON WARD. A Destroyer iscort vessel has been nemed in his honor and he wag

awardsd the Silver Star Medal, posthumously, with the following citation:

"For extremely paliant and intrepid conduct ae rarngefindor
cparater and spottar on board the U..l.C. AAROH GALD during
action against enaxy Japanese. navel forces off Guadalcanal
on the night of Hovember 12«13, 1942, Maming his station
with exceptional cocolness and skill, Cofor zeslously assisted
the main battery in scoring mumercus hite on the enomy with
the result that one Jepanese ghip was sunk. Yortally wounded
by sarapnal that riddled his body, hia last words were, 'I
ean range no longert. His couragecus conduct and unwavering
dovotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Service. He gallently gave up his
1ife in tho defense of his country.®

Allen A. Bylar, Ship's Cack Second Class, U.5. Navy (now 3hip's Cook Firat

Claass now or duty at the Boston Redshing Stationy home address, Sseminole, Ok-

lahosa) was wounded inaction while attached to the AAROH WAlD. He wus swarded

the Silver Star Yedal, with the following citation:

WPor conspioucus gallantry and intrepidity in action while
serving aboard the UT.S.S5. AARON d9AKD during the engsjgomont
with enexy Japanase naval foroes off Guadalcanal on the

night of Fovember 13, 1942. Although painfully injured

daring the astion, Eylar refused to lesave his battle sta-
tion, thereby helping to maintain his battery in readinoas
until the engazement was over. ¥hsn he finally reported to
the dressing station, he noticed a fire starting in the galley
and haroically assisted in putting 1t out before going baak %o
have his wounds treated. His great courn;s and aggressive fight-
ing spirit were in Meeping with the higheat traditions of the
Onited 3States Hawal Service.®

karion Green, Officsr!s Gook First Clase, U.8. Mavy, (now Chief Cook; now

& patient at the U.S. Nawal Hospital, Uare Islond, Galifernis; home address,

¥ollellanville, South Carolina) wae peverely wounded in actlon while zarving

in the AAHON WARD. Es was awarded the Silver Star Medal, with tho folloxing

aitation;

PFor conspicucus gullantry and intrepidity in action while
Serving: aboard the U,.3.5. AARON [ALD during the enuapemunt
with ensny Japanees navel forcee on the night of November 12-13,
1942. After a shell hud struck and badly damapred hin station in
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the gallsy, Oreen lifted & wounded shipmaste to his back

and attempted to ewacuats him whan a sscond shell struok

tha galley, kKilling ths wounded man and plercing Greents

body with inmmerablc pileces of shrapnel. Although suf-

fering adutely, he, with utter disregard for his own per-

sonal safaety, refused to leave his battle statlion and

remainad to care for another wounded comrade. MHls great
personal wvalor and horcic devoidlon to duty were in keeping

with the hignest traditions of the United 3tates Haval Service.n

Murray ¥. Reynolds, Chief klectrlcian's ¥ate, U.9. Navy, (now znsign; now
on duty at seay hame address, 136 Brook Street, Dorchestar, lassacnusatis) wus
wounded in action whila serving in the AARON WAKD. He wes awarded the Silver

Star Medal, with the following oitatien:

“For gonspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in astion winile
serving as senjor chief slectrician’s mate aboard the U.3.S.
AARCH WARD during the engugemant with ensmy Japansse naval
forces on the night of November 12-13, 1942. Although badly
wounded, Reynolds contimued issuing instructions to his zen
for effecting nacessary repairs to the alectrical system
which had been put ocut of coxmission by ensmy fire, until

he became s0 wesk from loss of blood that it was imperative
to evacuate him to the Latile dressing station. His courage-
ous and gkillful assistance in reestablishing comzunicaticna
to the hridge and utiliving handstesring gontrol contributed
in great measure to the prewinticn of furthar dasage to his
ship. His unyielding loyalty and hsroic divotion to duty
ware in keeping with the highest traditions of tha United
States Javal Service.t

Charles Ritter, Chief Torpedaman‘s iate, U.3. Navy, (now Torpedoman; now
on duty at the Naval Torpedo Statian, Alexandris, Virginis; home address, 11
¥oodbine Street, Providence, Rhods Island) was also wounded while serving in
the AIRON WARD and wan awardad the Silver Star Msdal, with the following citation:

RFor conspicucus gallanty and intrepidity in acticn while
serving as Yprpedo fube ¢aptain abeard ths U.S.89. ARHCN WARD
during the sngegement with enemy Japansse naval foroes off
Cuidaloanal on the Wight of Movember 12-13, 1942. Then 2
direct hit bensath the torpedo tubes killed his trainer,
Ritter, although psinfully weunded, eouragecusly carried

on the fight. After another shall tors away the radic an-
tenna and foulad the tubes in train, he cleared them and
sssuned the dutles of traiper until reliacved by the torpedo
officer. Ritter, with uttsr diasregard for his own parsonal



U.S.8. AARON WARD (Becc._ vessel so-named) Pags 6

safety, then made an inspection of damaged depth charges
and assisted in clearing the ship of wreckage. His conduot
throughout the entire engagement was in keeping with the
highsst traditions of the United States Nawal Service."”

Lieutsnant F.J. Johnson, U.0. Havyg (now Commander; now has a cozmand at
eeas home address, 108 Chestnut Avenue, Xaterbury, Comnecticut), was
avarded a Letter of Cammendation by the Commander of the South Pacific Arca and

Foroe, with the following eitation;

"7or devotlon to duty under adverse conditicns while serving

on board a destroyer which participated in the action against
Japanese naval forces off Guadalcanal Island on the night of
Novembar 12, 1942. As gumery officer of a Desiroyer Squadron,
Lisutenant Johnson rendered valuable service to both the Com-
manding Qfficer and the Squadron Commandsr in the spotting and
recognition of enemy targets. Throughout the action he performed
his duties wdthout regard for hias personal safety. After the en-
gagemant he lsbared tirelessly in caripg for the wounded. His
actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Naval
Service,” ' ,

Lieutenant Robert A.Weatherup, U.S. Navy, (now on duty at sea; home address,
305 Myrtls Streot, Redlands, California) was aleo awarded a letier of Commenda~
tion by the Commander of the South Pacifisc Area and Force, with the following

citation;

"For skillful and effective performance of duty while serving
on board a destroyer whioh participated in the action against
Jupanese naval forces off Guadalcanal Island on the night of
November 12, 1942. As cammunication officer of a Destroyer
Squadron, Lisutenant #Weatharup rendered inwalushble service to
both the commanding officer and the squadron commander in the
spotting and recognition of enemy targets. Throughout the
aotion he performed"dutiss withoud regard for his personal
safety, He laboured itirslessly in caring for the wounded,

and after the coczpletion of the engagemsnt he gave valuable
assistance in obtaining steering sontrol of the ship. His
conduct was in keeping with the highest traditions of the
Naval Service.%

The AARON WAKD was sunk by Jepanese ailr atteck in the vicinity of Guadal-
canal en April 7, 1943 (Navy Departmont Communique No.3%5, tay 13, 1943). Her
comnending officer at this time, lieutenant Commender Frederick Julian Beaton,

Ue3. Havy, survived this disaster and now has another command at sea.



Obituary for Rear Admiral Orville F. Gregor, USN (Ret. }*
1903 - 1978

Command ing OFficer, U.S.S. Aaron Ward (DD-483)
4 March 1942 to 18 February 1543

ORVILLE FRANCIS GREGOR 'M4

RAdm. Orville Francis Gregor USN {(Ret.)
died on 24 February 1978 in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. Funeral services were held on 28 Febru-
ary in San Diego, California, with entombment
in the El Camino Mausoleum.

Born in Missouri and appointed to the Naval
Academy from the State of Arkansas, he was
graduated with the Class of 1924. Service in
OMaHA for five years followed, whereupon he
was assigned to the Asiatic Station, first as
chief engineer of AUGUSTA, and then in com-
mand of GUAM. After postgraduate studies in
engineering, he was at sea again during World
War II and in command of the destroyer
AARON WARD off Guadaicanal, for which serv-
ice he was awarded the Navy Cross. He later

received the Bronze Star Medal with Combat
V for participation in the Battle of the Coral
Sea. He later commanded WALKER, then was
ordered to the Mediterranean area in command
of LCI Flotilla 1 and as commander of this
unit, landed assault troops from the Third
Army Division at Anzio, Italy, and later in
Southern France. He was awarded the Legion
of Merit with Combat V and a Gold Star in lieu
of second award as well as the French Croix de
Guerre with Silver Star for these engagements.
His final active duty was in command of the
base in Subic Bay, from which station he was
retired in 1947. He had lived in the San Diego
area for over 30 years.

He is survived by a sister, Mrs. Milton
Roed, of Sausalito, California.

*» Shipmate magazine; May, 1978,






Obituary for Rear Admiral F. Jul ian Becton, USN (Ret.)
1 908=1995

Command ing Officer, U.S.S. Aaron ward (DD-483)
February 18 - April 7, 1943

THE NEW YORK TiIMES OBITUARIES SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1995

F. Julian Becton, 87, Admiral
WhoseShip Repelled Kamikazes

By WOLFGANG SAXON

Adm. F. Jullan Becton, who was at
the center of a dramatic two hours of
naval history when his destroyer
survived a swerm of Japanese kami-
kaze planes off Okinawa in 1945, died
on Monday at his - home in
Wynnewood, Pa. He was.87. - -

The 2,200-ton U.S.S. Laffey, guns
blazing, batiled an onslaught by 22
suicide pianes, 6 of which struck the
ship. Two bombs also hit the ship;

-one jammed the rudder of the Lal-
fey, whose deck was a mass of
flames.

The Laffey’s crew shot down eight
or nine of the planes, but it paid a

“high price: 31 crewmen were Killed
or unaccounted for, and 60 were
‘'wounded. '

Admiral Becttn, then a command
er, escaped injury. His deft maneu-
vering and the skill of his engineers
were credited with bringing the Laf-

_fey, riddled llke a sieve.above the
waterline, back to Seattle for re-
pairs. He received the Navy Cross
for extraordinary heroism.

- It was not his first close call He
was in command of the destroyer

Aaron Ward when it was part of an
Allied convoy that was attacked off
Guadalcanal in April 1943. The Aar-
on Ward and two other vessels were
sunk, but the enemy lost 39 planes.
"‘Admirai Becton was also decorat+

ed for the Laffey’s support ruvle in

the invasion of Normandy and othar

wartime action. He received four

Silver Stars, two commendation rib-
bons, two Presidential Unit Citations

-and the Cruix de Guerre.

" Frederick Julian Becton was born
in Des Arc, Ark, and graduated
from the United States Naval Acad-

- emy in 193). He served on battle-

ships and destroyers, rising to the
post of executive officer before being
put in command of the Aaron Ward.

He retired in 1966 and told the
story of the Laffey and her crew
book, “The Ship That Would No’i
Die” (Prentice-Hall, 1980). _

Admira) Becton is survived by his
wife of 46 years, Elizabeth Reuss
Becton; two daughters, Julie B. Bec-~
ton of Wynnewood and Hilary B.
Wagner of Warrington, Pa.; a broth-
er, John, of Hot Springs, Ark., and
two grandsons.







Frederick Julian Becton, 1908-1995

The late Admiral Becton was the Aaron Ward'’s Executive
Officer when the ship was heavily damaged during the Naval
Battle of Guadalcanal! on 13 November 1942, He was awarded a
Letter of Commendation for directing efforts to keep the
ehgineer ing spaces operating after the ship had received nine
direct hits.

Commander Becton assumed command in February 1543, after
the ship had been repaired, and returned with her to the Gua-
dalcanal area. On 7 April 1943 the Aaron Ward was sunk by
Japanese dive bombers in the same waters where she had been
damaged five months earlier.







Looking art from the foc'sle of the U.5.5. Aaron Ward (D0-483) at the New York Navy Yard in May, 1942,
showing powder cannisters for the 5-inch guns on deck. Splinter protection for the 20-mm antiaircraft
This is a good uncensored view of the two forward
(U.S. Navy photo)

mounts, port and starboard, was added at this time.
5-in./38 dual-purpose gun mounts, the bridge and the Mark 37 fire-control director.







A view of the U.S.S. Aaron Ward (DD-u83) taken on 15 May 1942 at New York, N.Y. showing from left

to righty the 20-mm. antiaircraft machine cannon on the port side of the arter deckhouse, the 36-
inch searchl ight platform, a floater ! ifenet, a 20-mm. ready=-service ammunition box and the after
end of the funnel,

(U.S. Navy photograph,)







The main deck of the Aaron ¥Ward, looking aft along the port side, amidships, showing 20-mm ready-service
boxes, the 36-in., searchl ight platform, the covered barrel of a 20-mm gun and a cane fender., Under can-
vas, just forward of the after deckhouse, is a load ing machine. This was used to train the gun crews in
the 5-inch mounts. With practice, a crew could fire up to 20 rounds/min. from these guns. (USN photo, )







Looking aft from the Aaron Ward's searchl ight tower showing the after gun platform with a quad f1.1=in. /75
machine cannon (left) and a single 20-mm, Qerlikon mount (right). Ammunition for the "one pocint one"” was
passed up through two rectangular scuttles in the center of this platform. Two twin 40-mm. Bofors mounts
replaced these weapons when the ship was repaired at Pearl! Harbor rollowing the Naval Battle of Guadalca-~
nal on 13 November 1942, A floater 1lIfe net can be seen at the [lower [eft. (U.S. Navy photograph. )







This view of a quad 1.1=inch/75 machine gun/ecannon on a deéestroyer escort shows
what the mount on the Aaron Wardl!s after gun platform looked [|ike., Oubbed the
"Chicago Piano" for the way it fired, this antiaircraft weapon was replaced on
U.S. destroyers in 1942-43 with the much more effective 40-mm Bofors automatic
gun, The "one point ones" could fire 150 one=-pound high-explosive shells/min-
ute/barrel!. Ammunition in 8-round clips was passed up through two rectangular
scuttles in the deck called "slots.,” Although this weapon!s complex mechanism
wvas unrel iable and difficult to maintain, it remained in service on many older
ships and auxil iaries until! the war ended in 1945, {U.5. Navy photograph.)







In 1941 the 20=-mm OQerl ikon air-cooled machine gun began to repliace the .50-cal.
water-cooled machine gun as the Navy's standard | ight antiaircrart weapon. (It
was also called a machine cannon because it fired expiosive shells,) This ear-
ly Mark 4 version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crews the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gqun carriage) and two loaders.
when Pitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data. The Oer/ikon had an effective range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (Official USN Photo. )







e

The 1,630-ton Bristol-class destroyer U.S.S. Aaron Ward (DD-483) was armed with four 5-in./38 dual-purpose
guns in single mounts and a quintuple 2t-Inch torpedo-tube mount between the stacks on the boat deck. For
ant iaircraft protection she had 20-mm Oer! ikons forward of the bridge, by the after stack and on the after
There was also a 1.1-Inch/75 quad machine cannon on the starboard side of the after deckhouse.

deckhouse.
(U.S. Naval Institute collectlon.)

The Aaron Ward was 348 rfeet fong and had a rated speed of 37 knots,







The U.S.5. Aaron Ward (D0-483) (Lt. Cdr. O. F. Gregor) approaching another vessel in the South Pacific on
17 August 1942 to transfer guard mail or to refuel and replenish while under way. The Adron Ward was as-
s /gned escort dutles during thls perlfod and later, along with other ships of DesRon 12, jfolned the cover-
Iing rorce for the Guadalcanal campalign. (Official U.5. Navy photograph.)
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DD#BB;AlE-Btl)
Serial #0011

g v, @ Care Fostmaster,
%Eﬁ:@gm San Francisco, Callf,,
QL‘LE;&LE October 18, 19i2,
From: Cormanding Officer.
To : Commander DESTROYER SQUADRON TWELVE.
Subject: USS AARON WARD ~ Bombardment of Jepanese Positions

on Guadaloensal Island -~ Report of.
Reference: (a) CDS-12 Desp. 170450 of October, 1942,

1, In complience with refersnce (a) the following i=
submitted: :

Arrived Lunga Roads, Guedalamcmnal Island, at 0717,
17 October, end lay to awalting Harine Liaison Officer to
come aboard,

At 0724 & formation of five enesmy bombers launched an
ettack on AARON WARD, coming in from the west. The Marine
shore battery shot down two of ths plenes but three of the
five planes dropped bombs, Opened fire on remaining plenes
of formation, One plans shot down by combined fire from:
ship's and shore battery. Went ahead flank speed whan ‘
planes started dive and maneuvered with radicel swings to
right and left to avoid enemy bombs, Three bombs atruck
the water one hundred to three hundred yards astern of ship
but ceused bBm damage, One piece of shrapnel pierced No, 1
Stack, Other pleces fell on board,

At 0800 stood into Lunga Lagoon enéd picked up Major
C. M. Nees, UmC, Captain J, Clements, ex-British Consular
representative at Guadsloanel (present organization not known},
end Corporal R, M, Howard, USMC, photogTapher,

Cormenced bombardment of enemy shore positions at 0840,
at 12,000 yards range. Targets fired on in their order were
as follows: ‘

(1) Gun emplacement at Kukumbono River;
(2) Wrecked ship on beach to westwerd of Kukumbono neer
Unasani River;
(3) The huts along the beach on either side of the wreck;
L) A road about 150 yerds inland from the beach;
5; An enemy gun emplacement neer the beaohj
6) Enemy ammunition dumps near the beach,




Serial F001

Subject:

B0-18-42) (Ts)

US3 AARON WARD - Bombardment of Japanese
Pogltions on Guadaloanal Islend - Keport of,

The bombardnert wes completed at 1145, having
expended 950 rounds of service ammunition and 62
starshella, The firing on the beach was continuocus
from 0840 to 1145 except for periods while reversing
course, A ten-second firing interval was used and a
speed of 15 knota maintained throughout the bombard=~
ment .
: Tires along the beach were started esbout 0930 and
the rirst explosion ashore was noticed at 0949, 4t
1010 another explosion occurred in the flaming arsa
nsar the beach, At 1107 & much larger explosion than
either of the previous ones occurred, emitting heavy
white smoke. Shortly thereafter another explosion
neerby, emitting heevy yellow smoke, was observed,

At 1155, after bombardment was ccmpleted, explos-
lons were still occurring ir the ares where the
largest fire was burning, 4t 1216 stood inte Lengo
Lagoon and dropped Major Nees, Captain Clements, and
Corporal Howard, and proceeded toward Lunga Channel.
At 1223 a formation of enemy bombers was reported on
warning net from Guadaloensl eirfield as diving on
destroyers. Went ahemd 21 knots andi used radical
coufse changes to avoild bombs, but attack did not
naterialize end borbers headed away from CGuadalcanal,
Increesed speed to 30 knots to olear Lengo Channel.
Changed speed to 20 knots at 1315, after passing out
of Lengo Channel and proceeded on various courses
enroute to rejoin task force,

O. ¥, GREGOR,




ACTION REPORI
USS AARON WARD 0D-483
SERIAL 003 20 NOVEMBER 1942

REPORT OF ACTION, NIGHT OF 12-13 NOVEMBER 1942,

-4

'REPORT OF PARTICIPATION IN CRUISER
" NIGHT ACTION PHASE OF BATTLE WITH
" THE ENEMY OFF SAVO ISLAND NIGHT
" 12-13 NOVEMBER 1942 . SHIP HIT NINE
- _TIMES -AND TOWED TO TULAG! FOLLOWING
,WW,THE ACTION WITH 12 KILLED AND 60_
- WOUNDED. | T

TYNIOITO
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Serial # ©o3

Care Postmaster,

Sen Franecisco, Callf,,

r D_E—C}t_’-{:‘ SSIFIED November 20, 1942,

[
oodal W -
Fronm: Commanding Officer,
To Commander SOUTH PACIFIC ?GRGE.
Via : {1} Commandsr Destroyer Sguadron 12,
(2) Cormander Task Force
Subject? U,3,S. AARCN WARD (DD4L83) -~ Report of Aotion,

Kight of November 12-13, 1942,
Enclosure: {(A) Track of U.S5.S5. AARON WARD,

1, This aotion report 1s divided into the following
heedings:
sa Composition of Force,
b) Chronologlicel order of events, as cbserved

)

- by this vessel,
} Dsmage inflioted uponr AARQN WARD,
)} Casuslties,
) Comment,

)} Recomnendations,

A, GCOMPOSITION OF FORCE.

1, This vessel wes assigned to Tasgk Force 67.4, and other
vessaels in the foroe were as follows: Group 1 - CUSHING,
LAFFEY, STERRETT, O'BAKEON, under Commander Stokes;

Group 5 = 84N FRANCISCO (Mmiral Callmghen), ATLAM'A (Admiral

Scott}), PORTLAND, HFLENA and JUNEAU; Group 3 - AARON WARD,
BARTON, MONSSEN, and FLETCHER under Captain Tobin; entire
Task Foroe under Admirsl Calleghan,

2, Jusat before the action, vessels wers in battle formation
in the following order: CUSHING, LAFFEY, STERRETT, O'BANNON,
ATLINTA, SAN FRANCISCO, PORTLAND, HELENA, JUNEAU, AARON WARD,

RARTON, HDRBSEN FLETCHER,

B, CHRONOLOGICAL ORD:ZR OF EVENTZS A3 OBSERVED BY THIS VESSEL.

1. The times given below are in saome oases approximated, but

it i believed that they are olose to times at which sventa
were observed:



L7 ':L-D 11/20/42 (Ts)

DDAB3/AL6-3(1) =701 .
Serial §003 {LImAEME "
- e Bt
ST
8ubject: U.3.5. AARCN WARD (DD4B3) = Report of Action, Night of
12-13 November 1942,

0125 = Vessels of Tesk Force 67.h were in one single
column, on course 280° T,, speed 18, in order
shown above,

0129 - Changed course to 310° T, Numerous radar contascts
ehead were reported by cther vessels of our formetion.

Changed course to 000® T, Enemy ships reported on
each bow ahead, Thia ship obtained radar range
bearing 315° reletive, distent 12,000 yerds, by use
of FD Reder,

0145

0149 - Commenced firing on enemy vessel belisved to be a
battleship, bearing 310° relative, dfstant 7,000 yards,
Observed many amell fires and explosién:, but it is not
certain whether they were sterted by this vessel,

0153 - Checked fire as sky was illumineted and it appeared
that our crulsers had changed ocourse to the left.
The area wes feirly well illuminated for a short
while, Ship had fired approximastely +on salvoes at
this time,

0155 - Stopped and backed both engines, Immediately after
cheoking fire, the director was trained ahead in
order to get ranges s¢ B3 to avoid socllisions, This
ship was olosing in fast upon a vessel, and when the
radar range became 1200 yards, the engines ware
stopped and backed,

0156 - Two torpedces were ohserved by the men on the tarpedo
tubes to pass under this ship, fram port to atarboard,

0157 ~ A destroyer, apparently ths BARTON, blew up and sank
immediately. S5he was close on pur starboard side,
distence about 1000 yerds, bearing about 130°* relat!

0158 ~ Another ship, forward of ths starboard bheam, appar
a orulser, rolled over on her aide and sank, dist

about 1,500 yards, R .
S ECLASSIFIED:
-2 -
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Serial 5003 (_r «J.,n_'l.,!;.?.";ﬁ QQFE;TEDE
Subjeet: Lﬁ;ﬁ.‘s;'};ﬁmn #ARD (DD483) ~ DReport of Action, Ripght

of Novomber 12~13, 1942,

0159 = Bverything clear ahead, Frooeeded at 18 Inots on
courze 000° T, ¥Ward was rooceived over TRI for all
of cur ships to stesm on thls course at spesd 18,
at about this tiwe,

0159 = Propared to fire torpedo bettury on a bettleship or
beavy orulser to port, beering ehout 265° reletive,
target sngle 180° T., but did not fire due to sighting
cruisor belleved to be SAN FRANKCIILO, bearing 280°
relative, target angle 270° T,, disanoa ebout 1500
yards,

0204 - Destroyer, believed to be JTEFRLTT, was obmerved
heading directly towerd our port cide, ¥ent shemd
flank and epplied herd left rudder to evoeld belnz hit,
Yhen olser, resumed course 000* T., speed 18,

0206 = Commensed Tlring on a large destreyer or li:ht crulser,
distance 3,000 ysrds. ‘!'his ghip is belisved to heve
been a emiser of the "KATORI" olass. Ship wes ghowing
fighting 1lishts of a aingle oluster, white over red
over gresn, On "comsence firing", tho relative bearing
was 010, Course wes chenged to left to spproximately
318 in order for battery to bear, Fired about 2§
salvoes before "check firs" in order to ahift to new
tergot, This ship definitely was seen to blow up and
sink, '

0209 - Immedlately after tha above ship was sunk, shifted to
a soarchlisht boaring about 340°¢ reletive, OCourse wes
changsd t5 right in order for guns to bear, and ship
opened fire, This searchlight hed been trained on us
for sbout two minutes, and 1% appeared ship wes dlatant
about 3,000 yerds, TFour salvoes ware fired frcm the
di{roctor cantrol, which was then hit, Guns c¢ontinued
to fire in local control by manual, firing approximately
geven 7 lvoes, Thin target wos believed to bo a2 dese
::gzr. Pires wars gtarted, and gumll explosiona were

0213 -~ Guns 2 mnd L then opaned fire on angther searchliznt
bearing ebout 120* relative, renge about 3,000 yards.
This searchlizht had doen trained on us for about

three or four nminmites. ray ) d to
A, a3 a3 sonsiL AT M e

firast obssrved,

-3 -
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gﬁﬁrﬁh ﬁE
dubizobl v..a..;. ARRGH #AR0 (.’)D-’m'ﬂ - -=pr.rt af mtinn,_ Hizne

of Hovember 12e13, 1542,

0215 = Sesrehlights want out ar:d sung oassed flring,

0113 » Thia vesawsl waa hri..l.‘lnntly 1licminnted by ster
ahells exd & searohlizht on the part querter, Nore
shells staried felllng close sbosrd us, e oould
not identily shles nesyr ug zs Sur own, 30 went shond
Llank spesd L0 oléar this Imedlcte m-ea 289 enamy
hed apporontly ldectirled r.m.

0218 < Shpusved torpeds erossing abtmt 50 feet uhond,
pessing Troe port 4o sterlosrd,

0225 « Iopt steeris: scamtrsl and alteaptod o ehange apuroe
o right, stesring with ongines,

023G = Batile wey over., Do nore {iring m ohourved,
0235 » Logt all poworg ship dead ia t ho weter,

0235 « Rurtip i's paricd tix ahlp wma desd In the water,
to Fhe Furward enginercon was flovded wilih gelt wnter
0500 =nd feed weter was gons, oSelt wmted was piped into
Laxks hy moans of ganoline pwrp, end hallm ware

egnin 1lghted off,

6500 » Ungarwsy at about flye knota, hesndod in the direotion
of fea Lark Chennel. This z2psed wmg aninteined for
about helf an bour, et which tine ship was doed in the
wster =galn,

0510 « Ouwr PR beoats omme glose and this ahip slznalled then
by blinker mbnta agk Tulas{ fora tug to astend by
1. M

0500 ~ Sighted wn enemy battleship detwoen Seve scd Florida
Igiands, dlgtant abouts 26,000 yarda, This ship was
alovly stemsing ln circles, 4Also st ghted ATLEITA,
ONTLATR, CUCHIING onfl MOMSSEIN, These ships were
atill aflood end were in the direoticom of Guadsloensl,
Wmﬂﬂﬂmmwﬂm Thars was alse &n

cnry deatroyer nesr G Eapasrena vhioh was buraing
apd vhioh was later @ by PORTLIAD,
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Subjects Ve 5+ AARIN WARD (DDLR3) - Rerport of Actiaon,

- W A W o ey o W o W S W W o T W G W S ak W W W W W W B AR

- L/ao/k2 {Te)

0618 ~ ot ulorvny sgain at ebout § knota,

0420 « SUBOLINK arrived and glgnelled to her 0 stand by
to teke us in tow,

0630 -~ Eneny battlesiiy rired 8 totel of four degun sslvoes
&% us, BEnemy was using an up=ladder and third salvo
atroddled ths ahip, Aftar fouwrth salve, frisndly
planes started working on battleship and ghe fired
oo nore st this ship,

0635 = Loat power sgain, and BOAOLINE took us in towr,

0£50 = BOBGLINK uvast off snd YP ook us in tow,

0830 = Anchored in Tulagl Rerboer pser Hakeasdbo Igland,

Ge 21 INFLICTRN OH ASRON WARD, -

1l Hina direot hits were recclved in tlhe following
loostions,; periacipel demags incurred by esch hit delng
ilated bslow, Jmount of dexege as listed 1p not ote,
as in Al probabiliity, as other sgquipmert fa placed in
ccezlizsion and furthey inspootiom mads, other dswage will
be dissoverods

(a)

& sana fron port smide, hitting &ixcetor near rednr
antanna, Shrapnsl hnles tora through top, back =xd eldes
of director, rangefinder, renge spo¥ transmitter, FD radar
sptennsy, !ﬁ eontrel Lndiutor. ID comtro)l unie, recslver
unit and coaxial linea., Scue asbles out, Fire started,
Bgtimated aine of shall - 5%, _

‘h) .&‘- LI . .
shall entsred from pord alde, pierced cles through
40 BRcboatd siie And through Lonkoas saleld. exnloAing
after panning Shroogh this poins, Deamaged 24" gearohlicht
&m’gm socse telephons cables, Blze of shell estimated to
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Subjestt V5.5, AARDE HAED (0D483) » Repert of Astienm,
Hl&'.ht of Fovenber 12"13’ 1942,

-------------ﬂ----------*-‘-ﬁ----‘

8 BINTOX iy 3 ‘ 1 in the authourd
bulkheod. “umiahin.g;: Ln t!w TOON WOre dmusm. Fire
sterted, lhrapel pleroed chart stowsiye, bulkhend of radar
roo@d, vent duct st frane 5), port s-od sturhuarﬂ bulkheeds
along pagsags A=0103«CL, tranamitter tronks to Bedlo T,

TEK ead 72L tranxzitters, REB and orew'as broadoast receliver,
and coused many shrapnel halea In deck sf bridge. This kit
eud the major portion of LL and SCJT powar snbles,

fire oontrol cobles to nein dettery & irector, torpedo 4lracte-
or, talerhone aireults, and ming control eireuits in
.,rt;;lk ilne, ISstimated alze of ahell « 1, " bombardsent,

{d) %ﬂ.

Trem pert sida, 7The forecamst wes sheored
off abowve stay ring} 0 redcr anternss danmclighed, all
ansennad earried pmay. DenAged port 25" sezcahlight,
Fleg beags riGdled with -

;(:u*;.hnted slze of mu - 5%,
8 el B> 1L haerd 1

halu in doak m sll hu.lkhud: of 3:1107. Feter linesg were
mahmm plotting roum te flood to l0%, &hrapnsl
snlloy rintg, galley lower half-door, inboard
ter-lins galley bnikblna &nd throngh mm pentry
uoar. fire oconkrel dadles to malin bettery direotor,
{telophone oircuita, €L and *a-.G-i' aagl:: & m gm
broken, Dassazed gmi control an r r .
zstimm lm of aheg 14" &nnmmm.

() Erar -

‘ : 3 X T m 67. trepna)l
holes in m builmsad nf a.‘l..ey, gnuay roages, midshipa
deok housge, lsundry extrastor and ard Vreaked potuto
logker, Nroke hyaraulia line for mm- eontrol gear to
dapth oharge racks, Sroke fire oontrol oable to tsr:mlo
direstar, Zastinated sizs of shsll - 14" bombardment,

: Areent demolished. Ghrepnel bales in £l
st-nui: nnd aldﬁuyn ﬁﬂk hou.u. Eati&td sine of shell - 5%,

-6- DECLP«.SS%E,\ED*



BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL
vokikaze {14/ Sunrise Nov, 13, 1942

APPROXIMATE POSITION OF SHIPS

) 1 2 3 4 [3
Hiei fires four NAUTICAL MILES
2-gun salvos at
Aaron Ward
then s attacked
by planes from Handerson

Aaron Ward
(Drltting)
¢

Manssen (buming)
sinks about noon

Yudaechi ©
(abandoned)
Cushing (buming)

@ yinks about 1700

Portland
{only able to steer in circles)
sinks Yudach/

Atlanta {sinking)
‘ scuttied at nightfall

Map from The Campaign for Guadalcanal, by Jack Coggins.
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1972)







EQEASSIFIED,
DOAS 3/AL6=3(1) ST [T - 11/20/ik2 (Ta)
Berisl #003 wl ki
fub ot U,3.8, AAEDH %anD (DD483) - Repat of Aotion, Hi{ ht
of ber 13, 1942,

a e e & = S M ok & W a OB W W B B W S P & & B dp W W E = D =

als : AT pein tubea,
telophene sirsults and riring circulta, Shrapmel holes
ware yustained in tw terpeds tubs barrels, dspts in sld
berrelas, Foles wers mode ia watortight door to torpedo
warkshop, bulkheeds of dlesol generator roca, &nd vand
sot =2 wus demsliohed, In the enginaroos, rivet hsads
were ven Inwerd sgainst A.C, dug bars on forward Alstribute
fon bourd, shorting ocut the forward toards, Cnsll fires were
started in mattressos in dlesel gesnerailr roam,
Tetimnted siss of shaell = 8% hicsh explosive,

(L) )

; four breoch pechaniams and all ready sorvice bozes
were daztroyed, shell occring frem port side, Shrapnel holes
ware suntsined in dock and shields, fremes 130136, sterdoard,
Dassaged TRL transmitter sod mf.roi goer, oarriad eway
epargency Srenamitting and rescelving antennse, and cut all
eablog to gun, Fire gtarted arcund gun ad on main deck,
Eztimasted sige of shell « B" high explosive,

2. Ia acdiltion, many items of squipment, too rumerous %o
nention, ware Septroyed,

3.,  In the emginuaroon, alut:rw was lost when the
shell hit on 3top of the conpartnkent, ng the firing bhefors
this, three pipe plugs were biown oul, one oA the malrn condenger
injeation line, ons om the cutlet line to genarstor cil cooler,
exd cno & suotion lins to eveporatar feed s BSalt water
antered tha forward sngineroom fyan these and flcoodod the snglise
roca 3 fest above the floor plates, At tie time of lost hit
bafore going desd in the watsr, the ship was mking 30 knots,
¥hen stesring falled, there was 15° right rufder applied, snd
ship was in cirelss, Attenpts was msds to nansuver ship
by engines, Dur thens sposd ohanges 1% wes necogpary $o opsn
wmum thsreby losing tha feed water, as the

A arm'nﬂ:_tin nn. at maximm speod, After this,
the ohip lost all powsr and it wag nocessary 4o pump salt water
into the fued gystaz in order to attampt o move,

-7-  pECLASSIEIER:



B0L33/ALG-3LLY) Wi d TR TS 11/20/k2 T8)
Serial F0OO3 m'f T E.‘. _“ g .
Subjogti Uefioide AARGH WAED (DDLE3) = Repurt of Action,

Hight of Hovezber 12-13, 1942,

.------h-_-------------Om--ﬂﬂﬁ----

D, CASUALTTES,

1. Twelve nen wers killed in aotiong T 2%ed on way to
hegpital,

2. Ooaven nen ware seriously wouuded, oo of whom died
afber errivel &% hospltal, '

J. Xlneteon nzun wers woundsd nnd twonty-four had gupere
ficlal wounds, _

&s AmDDg the offloers, two ware wounded asd six hed
superficial wounds,

5. Totel easurition -

Bllled in sotion., 12
Piel sz result
ef wounde,,,0.0 3
Seriously wounted. 6
wﬂ“ﬂﬂ@ﬂ rd PR pEEH MR 21
guperfiolally
WA, s snees 3O

Aisimelussusiaupepoly

TOT!L o == v - - 72
6, The men were x1lled in the followilng loastienss

il Cun -« § Zzarganey Pedie - )
Euﬂﬂm - 2 thl - eaa wm ow oW W 2
Torp.Tubss~ 1 Wele PARELY = « = )
f2 20wime - )L Fepelr Party = « = 2

7. ¥sn were wounded as £ result of every hit,

B, ol

l, Gonaral ﬁ&tgt&ue. = Qur foroe md been sarssulng
our cwa trofRBports who hod n ualoading st Cusdrnlioansl éuring
the provicus day, At 1830 on Howvaber 12, 1942, our farces
retired to eastward through Sea lark Channal, Adcut 2217
reverssd oourve and gtood baok through Limge Channsl in order to
interoept any Japensse forse that night ettaapt to attask
Guadnioanal that night, about 0130 our frroe reoslived nunsrous
radar oontasto chend, The Japeness foroes coasistsd of ons oF

two battloships, ssveral sruissrs ”‘t“ﬂ“ﬁﬁﬁiFlEDg
“‘ el i -
- 8 -




AL8=3(1) gz"’%?%" 11/30/42° (78}
snr # 063 '

: 5 e
SBEOLSSEED,
Bubjeott V5.5, TARROY Wi 3) « Report cf Aetlon,
Right of Rovember 12»13, 1942,

aE Wr Gh YR Sh NP m W W W Wk Sk W A W A P W W W e w W S W W W

Fm.

2. Tt is belisved thet ths enony wes taken ocmpletely
vy surprize,

3 Thia ship had oo previcus indiowuilan timt the
large enmIy Jorce was In the near vielntity.

FA The enemy ores er;perently used principally

bombardrent szmultion, It 1a halleved thoy sxpscted no oppoalte
ion thrt pipht, asd nad this srrunition sot WP fer bembardnewd

of the Marine positiong on Cusdaloansl mnd other shove instsllite
ions,

L Tre enony udsed both starszhell and semrcihlishts,
Snarchlichts wers Xept on for comparatively long perlods aof
ting, which ga'n us an opportunity to get scourste renges And a
gond painb nin, :

&, The snemy Tiring was 5ot Bs socursts &g our own,
Yeny nser piases fall around the ship,

7. D Radar only wes uasd, The 5C Rnday wnn nok
used as racces are not considered setigtectary below 2000 yards,

8. The uss aof the FD NRedar, trd ned desd nhesd
during lulle ia rirlng, wss a large faclor !.n evciding dnnaie
br collisicn,

Qe ’htnrpaﬂoenmruﬁ. 'Ehhmnolmlntha
si'ter group of destroyers. bDuring tie first mrt of the astion,
no suitabls targst osuld be found, During tw Iiattar part of
the engngemsnt, tho praition nf wll our forces was nct dafinitely
xnown, and 1t wes therefore annnidem inadvisable to firs

torpedoss,

10, The torpedo officer, due to h's locetion, ia
frequently dlindad By flashes from ths forwerd guns, and it 1s
sonotines very &ifriculs for him to Menurr mgotn

11. This vossul wens through the entire sw
formation, isny shells passsd overhead, indicating the nsxy
ahips weres firing at each othar,

1. While thnmminrmhnimmk thh
aship, 11; is evident that wo wure rosognized as unfriandly

othars of thw enomy, s we wers hri tud arfter
this sud Shem recelved a pajor pary pf mﬁ%mm

sokncuatthuumapmmma ship,



DOMI3/AL6-3{1)

: : 11/20/A2 (Ts)
zerial § 003 QT AT
nSELAESIFIED
fub Jeokt U,5.3. AAIGM WARD (DDAB3) = Repcrt of Aotios,

Might of dovembar 13-13, 1942,

- oam e W o W R W S S ST A W D R WS M A ar Gk W S el A T W W A

13. Ansther fuotor instrumental In seving the ship
after the npight action was the faet that the snginsers fores
gttt the ship moving ahead slowly just bafure daylight, This
Increzsed the range from the eneny battlesh ip, making her fire
lons effsotive,

L, Starsbells wre consifered to be of little usze
if the renge osn be obtalned by rader ar cthor moans, Hitting
the cther shlp Iirst not only ereates confuaicn, puts scms of
their equipment out of comnission, Wt alcy starta firss which
srovids the nedasamry flluninstion,

15, The voluma af fire of cur akips wng mnoh greater
than thet of the enemy,

16, Imring the estlon thers wans 80 much sonversaticon
coning over e T85, end ths nclse waas 8o great, that very
iittle cof tbe infoermstion reached the scnending erficer,
However, 1% i3 balicved zo0st all of the important information
was oblalned, .

17 Coxnmications on this vesssl between different
shipfs statiocns was considered sxosllsnt,

18, The perforaence of ihe offiowrs ¢nd crew during
#nd Tollonlng the sotion wes coaniderad mmw
letters of reccmnendstions for wwmrds are being fo .

19, gur recognition 1lights are sonaldered to be
goparior to thw enamy lights,

20, After losing eclectrio powsr below, the heat in
ths engiasrooms was almost undearable,

- 22, Eapok 1ifre }ukatt wore socs protection
shraposl, tut a few ouught fire in aplia of having )
bosa £ire-prootod. ”

22 The nowd foF two or three long telephone lesds
with hendusts alresdy zsds up was mzain svidm$,

Ve The auxilizry lsddsy outside e Wridgs te the
uininkmunrom to de & neensaity, as ong of the

- 10 o\ LﬁbblﬂEDj




13/20/A2  (T»)

Sudjectt u.s.a. Mﬂpﬂ ®ARD (D0433) ~ Nepors of Aotiem,
Hight of Novexher 12w1), 194%
lasdders 1 Wmmw,wﬁ'lewuldhnﬂ

teoen prectioally laposs ble %o 2ot below say cther way,

s o asjor fires wera started on this vessal, The
fouw waich were started wars quickly sxtinguighsd by the repeir
partiss bufors resching sny nsjor proportions, The largest
fires wore loceteéd moar the 17l gun, where somm of ti» samunitlion
blew up and two dopth ehArgsA were blowa opoils

25, Total rounis fired from 5¥ guns was 213,

1. A radsr should de inatallsd for conning use only,
capable of taking ahert ranges.

2. A splintesr shield sbould de plsced on torpedod
tmammmunmrlmtmew

3. A sultable § of direstor d:anm be mounted on
tko torpedo tubss for use night metion,

he tzn-n!.ghtmlu mumwm the
ship should Mmmn‘ﬂ quartars. -,_ T

5. nmmmmm-.mwmmtm
lmlml whigh wers under watar, were oll made {ncperative
laeam nurm:luthndlﬁlmmh
nmutmmt. Mooded notors were)

m::mmmuni sy’
ghu\g cmm. nmmi .

6. Ithmmmtmymtmh

reinstalled, Thers ashotld be sone eshod of supplyinzg power
mm:onuumtmmmm, mawmm
.@i”.

Te Mmu-mmwm
h-nmunu. mﬂnst!utl.nh ; o bad !
stecTed by angines, word wax passod
& ohaln of men, The power csbles
wers cut of commisaion,

s al e
Py g

e =




Ay CTEASSIFER s oo
Subjests  0.3:3 ALRGN WAKD « Bajurt of Aotiom, Mok

®» oW e EmP UL SRw T EW eSS PR e PSR e

8 FYood watar ranifolds sheuwld e in the snginercom
instusd of the rireroam, This will ¢ive t» engissroom costral
over the tanks, As 1% now stemils, if a taik Desomss dry apd
eminmaaislul. 1t 1o zscessery to send & oan to the
firercon to ot in another temk, :

Ve Fearly all power oahies ror the hridpe wd
directer run up through & single trunk, mer the oentar-lins
“mmf' Frastisally all of these cobles Dere asvered
by hita {o aﬂ!l)&hﬂﬂl It 19 veommended thet as zany
onbles aa possidle bs 2ivided, ar that trunk b0 wrmored,

8¢ ¥ CREGOR,

DECLASSIFIED




Eﬂ A. Hi’de’ Jrl
June, 1996

UJSOS. Aaron ,ard (DD-US_?)

List of Officers; 13 November 1942’

Destroyer Squadron 121
Tobin, Robert Gibson Capt, USN Commander, DesRon 12

“£ssl inger, Robert John LCdr. USN  Chief~of=Starr

Johnson, Francis Joseph Lt, USN Staff Gunnery Officer
*wWeatherup, Robert A. Lt, USN Starf Communicator
Shipls Officers:
Gregor, Orville Francis Cor. USN Command ing Off icer
Bacton, Frederick Julian LCdr. USN Execut ive Officer
Bogardus, Robert Anthony Lt. USN Engineering Officer
*Mol itor, Carl M, Lt, USNR
*Truesdell!, Sidney S. Lt, USNR Ass!t. Engineering Off.
Riesmeyer, David . Ltj.g. USNR Communicat ions Officer
*Conant, Ernest R. Ltj.g. USNR First Lieutenant
*Magen, Robert Cris Ltj.g. USNR Ass't, Communications

Drew, John Graham, I1I Ltj.g. USN Torpedo Officer

*{eBaron, William F.,, Jr. Ensign USNR  Gunnery Officer

“Westphall, Joseph A. Ensign USNR Ass'!t. Gunnery Officer
*Hjill, Fred Cregan Ensign USN Ass!t, Gunnery Officer

* % % X & N & N Xk X ¥ ¥

1 Compiled from entries in the shipl's personnel diary on micro=-
film at the Natijonal Archives and with the assistance of Cap-
tain John G. Drew, [I, USN (Ret.).

* Wounded on 13 November 1942, according to the ship's War
Diary, when the ship was heavily damaged in the Naval Battle
of Guadalcanal. No officers were killed or seriously wounded.






£. A, Wilde, Jr,
June, 1996

Uv.S5.5. Aaron Ward (DD-483)

Muster Roll of the Crew; 13 November 1ou2!

ALBERS, Richard Eugene MMt ¢ DANNER, Maynard Hughes F2c
ALLAMAN, Durward 8. F2e DAVIDSON, E, L. Trint F2e
ALLEN, Joseph F. FCtlc DAVIDSON, Robert william Stc
ALLEN, Milton S. CEM DAY, George H., Jr. S2c
ANDREWS, Joseph Thomas FC3c DEAN, James Alexander See
*ASERCION, Anseimo (n) OStc DECKER, Paul Clayton S2c
AUER, Benedict Leo Cox. “DEITZ, Will iam Baker Fec
AUSTIN, Hilton (n) GM2c DESRUISSEAUX, Edward R. S2c¢c
AUTEN, Donald Scott RM2c DEUMER, Ernest (n) Fic
AYLWARD, William Gabriel Stc DEWEY, lawrence Henry Fic
BAGUET, Charles August S2c¢ DIEFENBACH, Gilbert w. S2c¢
BAKKE, Amos Theodor Stc DIEFENBACH, William C.Jr.St1c
*BANE, Charlie Lee ccstd DIGIROLAMO, Damian E. S1c
BARKLEY, James Falls S2¢ DIGNAN, Clarance Thomas SZ2c¢
BARROVW, Robert E£. Lee,Jr.S2c DIROSA, Angelo Cristano Stc¢
BAYER, Frank (n) Ste DODD, Kenneth Bertram CMic
*BECK, Fuell, Everett RM3c DORSETTE, Lesiel D, TM3e
**BENEGAR, lvory H. CCStd | *DRISCOLL, Edward F. Fee
BENJAMIN, John (n) Ste DUNCAN, Willard H. MM1 ¢
BENNETT, Albert Lester Stc DZIAMBA, Demetrius (n) F2c
BERNARD, Thomas Joseph SF3ec EARLS, Glenn E. MM1 C
B8ISHOP, Richard Phillip SZc¢ ECKLES, Joe H. BM2c
BLACKFORD, Earnest W. F3c ENGDAHL, Sidney Gilbert SZc
BODROG, John (n) Cox. *ENGSTER, Alfred Howard St1e
*BOWEN, James Will iam Fc2c *EW ING, George Henry Fee
BRENNAN, Francis J. MM2¢ *EYLAR, Allen A, SCee
**BRISSON, Kenneth C. S2¢ FAGAN, Thomas James FCre
BROCKWELL, Guy F. Cox. *FARNSWORTH, Melvin C. GM2e
8BRODY, H. Nathanle! SOM3c | *FERGUSON, Roy William MM1 ¢
BROWN, Claude Recss Fec %FETZER, Ralph Albert, Jr.Stc
BROWN ING, Emmett (n) Cox. *F|SH, Walter Gerard Fle
BRUCE, William H. SZc¢ FLANAGAN, Estie D. SK1c
CARFLEY, Ortando (n) = F2c¢ FLINN, Frederick T. s2¢
CARTER, Leroy (n) MAtte | *FLUHART, Bernard Frankl inStc
CASPERSON, Lloyd W. Ste FOLEY, Royce Calvin SOM3c
CHINN, Donald Thornton cr FORMAN, Steven Joseph EM3ce
CLARK, Kenneth Allen Fec FORMES, George E. WT1c
CLINE, John Joseph S1c »FOSTER, Antonio L. S2c
**QOFER, John J. Ste FOURNIER, Raymond Lionel Stc
%COFFMAN, wllliam Junior TM2c FRETWELL, Durwood LoraineTM3c
COLEMAN, John Joseph Ste FRIGON, Roland Jossph Sfe
CONNOR, Raymond Edward Ste GAITHER, Ellsworth Cash Stc
COOPER, William Wilson Ste GALLOWAY, william Glenn Stc
*COWART, John Louis SOM3c¢ GARNETT, Eskel Rse CwT
COX, Robert H. S2¢ G IDDINGS, Harvey James Fec
*COX, Thomas J. S2c GLOVER, Raymond (n) oC3c
CUSHING, Ralph Walter MMt ¢ GONZALES, Anthony R. TM3c
CUTRIGHT, Chesl ie Claude Fic GREEN, Kenneth Edward Sfc






Aaron Ward Muster Rol!l for 11/13/42

*GREEN, Marion (n) OCtc
GREER, Robert George S2c¢
GREGORY, Alfred James Ste

*GRIFFIN, Melvin R, SM3c

*HA INES, George E. RM1c
HANIFAN, John Thomas Fee
HANSEN, Clark Martin QM3ec
HARMAN, Robert Keith RMZc

HARRISON, Thomas Patrick EM2c
*HART, Frederick Thomas SM1c

HAZEN, Cecil (n) BM1c
*HENSEL, Adelbert Walter CMsmth
*MHESS, George Benton Fee
HICKEY, Robert Charles S2¢
HUTCHINSON, Ralph H. BM2c
IMHOLTE, Robert Otto GM3c
INGRAM, Gordon G. MM2e
INGRAM, Howard Kelly Cox.
INGRAM, Wilbert (n) Ste
JAMES, John William Fzce
JANICKI, Edward (n) MM2c
JERRED, Howard Thomas Ste
JOHNSON, Gustof H. cQm
"'\JONES' Junius C., \Jr. Ste
KARPPEL, Alvin Sumner See
KEELER, James Russell GM3c
KELLEY, Lee Roy caM
KENT, Harola William SM1 ¢
KERR, Chester Mark YTe
KIBBEY, Clifford Elmer SOM3c¢
KOSLOFSKUS, John (n) BMic
KRULEK, Alphonsus (n) Sie
*LANDRUM, Otis Hester TM3c

*LASKOWSKI, Joseph StanleyBM2c
LEATHERWOOD, Granville G.SMlc

**[ESNESKI, Martin Edward SC3¢
LITTLE, Lawrence Andrew FZc
LOHMAN, Lindsey Warren Ste
LONG, James Joseph CMM
LUKOMSKI, Raymond FaustynSlc
LYNN, Chartles William Fie

MABEN, Sim Edward GM1 ¢
*MacCORMACK, John E. SZe
MacDONALD, John J. MMt C
MADDEN, James Thomas CFC
*MANGERIAN, Harry, Jr. S2¢
*®MANN, Earl William Fie

*MANSF IELD, Richard G,
*MARSHALL, Eugene Jerome CRM
*MARSHALL, William Leo Fee
MASON, Wiley Ray S2c¢
MATTHEWS, Leo (n)

SOM3e

MAtt1c

(cont inued ) Page 2 of 3

MAYNER, Robert Lee CRM
McCLELLAN, David Laton Sic
McCORD, Paul C. MM1 ¢

McDOW, George Haroild F2¢
McDOWELL, Webster L. SZ¢
*McGINNIS, Thomas Edward Stc
*McGRADY, John Sterling CTM
MclLA IN, Roger Sherman WT1c

*McNULTY, Anthony J. CMM
MEADER, Glenn Leroy SZc
MILLER, Irvin (n) F2e
MILLION, Charles J., Jr.F2c
MITCHELL, Elmer C. S2¢
MONTGOMERY, George C. File
MONTOYA, Alfredo oc2¢

*MOODY, Theodore Joseph Stc
MOONEY, walter F. Sfe
MOORE, William lra MMZ ¢

**MORRIS, Charles E, RM3c
MUSARRA, Joseph Francis Stc
NEWMAN, Johnie C. Ste

*NIGLIO, Albert Michael SM3c
PARKS, Robert Glenn F2e
PECOR, Timothy Edward GM2c
PENUVEL, Ben Henry GMic
PEST, John (n) CMM
PETTITT, Bobbie Lee RM2c

*PICHETTE, Paul Emile SC3c
PILLING, Waldo Leon Fee

PINNEY, Lloyd Lester Fre
PORCARO, Pellegrino (n) F2c
*%POYTHRESS, Joseph E.,Jr.GM2c

PREVOST, Holland Joseph PhM2c

PRICHARD, Wade Allen St1e
*QINN, John H, CwT

RABB, Richard Leon Bmkr1
**RAVIN, John Crockett TMI ¢

*REYNOLDS, Murray W, CEM
*RITTER, Charles (n) CTM
**RIVERA, Timoteo (n) 0Ss2¢
RODECKER, Nicholas E. Fte
RODES, Henry Albert MM1 c
*ROY, Armand William CPhM

**RUDOLPH, Henry Francis Fite
RUSBULDT, Robert Paul  CMM

SALAMON, Daniel (n) Ste
SCHARK, Allen Edward EM3c
**SCHLEHER, Paul A. FClc
SCHLOMER, Thomas E, Yte
**SCHNE IDER, Paul Bernard Stc
**SEALE, James (n) S2c
*SEHLER, Ceclil T. cY






SHUNSTROM, Albert C. S2¢ WALIC, John J. MM2 e
SIEGFRIED, LeRoy Glenn Fte WALKER, John Lewls F2c
S IMMERS, Ferdinand J. WT1c “*WALILNER, Frank L. See
S IMMONS, Charles Marquis SF3c WALLWORK, John Jul fus AM2c
S IMMONS, George Edward S2c WALSH, Edward Patrick Fee
S IMONEAU, Peter Chaeles Sic WALTHER, Bruce Harry S2¢
SINGLETON, Herbert G. MAtt3 WATSON, Clarence Robert F2c¢
SITKO, Edward (n) Fie WATSON, George Alexander RM3c
SMITH, Clarence Bailay Stc *WEBER, Norman M, F3c
SMITH, Francis William F2c WEIHS, Alfrsd Peter F3c
SMITH, Leland C. SM2c¢ WE 1SS, John (n) S2¢
*SMITH, Luther Leon TM3c WELLS, Eugene (n) F3c
SMITH, Robert Jackson EMZ¢ WENSDOFER, John Anthony Stc
SMITH, willis 1. Stc *WESPETAL, Ol iver Stephen Stc
SQUIRES, EIlis Monroe EM3c *W [CHMAN, Ernest Charles SFtc
STEGNER, Frederick A. F2c wILLIAMS, Marion G, BM2c
STERLING, Charles T., Jr.Stc WILSON, William Russell MAttt
STEVENSON, Harry A. MM} ¢ *W INGATE, Virgil Raymond SOM3c
STORK, Edward Adam Ste WISEMAN, Oscar R. wT2c
TALBOT, John Herbert Ste WOLF, Dewilton Dow Ste
TEBBETTS, Henry Manfred F2c WOODMAN, Clinton Albert Stc
TODHUNTER, Clifford J. Fec “WRAY, Alford K. wT1c
TRAYNOR, Edward A., Jr. Fitc YOTT, Gerald (n) MM1C
TUTTLE, Alford Martin MM1 YOUNG, Raymond Archibald Stc
TWAY, Robert Wilson Yee »ZELIFF, Donald F. Fte
VERONA, David Allison F2ce

% N N K N N N N A X X X X%

! Source: The ship!'s personnel diary on microfilm at the Nat ional
Archives, The muster roll for the quarter ending 30 September
1942 was updated to reflect transfers, men received and changes
in rate reported prior to 13 November 1942,

2 Officer complement includes the destroyer squadron commander
and his three starf officers.

* Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was heavily damaged dur ing
the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal on 13 November 1942 according
to the casualties |isted in the ship's War Diary.

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement2

Killed Wounded Wounded on 11/13/u2
Officer o) ] 7 16
Entlisted 15 49 187 251
TOTALS 15 58 194 267
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58804 _ : 3768 10th Ave.

San Diego, 3. Calif,
June 10th, 1947.

From: Captain Orville F. Gregor, U. S. Nevy

To:

BUPERS (Medsls and Awerds)

Subject: Recommendation of award of Silver Star to Lieut. Comdr. Jobhn G. Drew,

USK and Marion Gene Williams, 283 12 70, CEM, USN.

Enclosure (i) Sample Citation for Lieut. Comdr. Drew.

(B) Sample Citation for CBEM Williams,

l. It has just recently been brought to my attention thet Lieut. Comdr. Drew and

2,

3.

CBM Willisms have received no recognition for their services during the period
they served with me on The USS Apron Ward (DD483) end particularly during the
night battle of November 13th, 1942 off Guadalcanal.
Both were recommenied previcusly by me to Comsopac for the Award of the
SILVER STAR.
The following is & brief summary of the outstanding work performed by this
officer and man.
() Lieut. Comdr. Jobn G. Drew, USN.

During the Night Bettle off Guedalcansl on November 13th, 1942, Lieut.

Condr. Drew (then Ensign) was torpedo officer. During the battle, Drew kept

me informed constantly of conditions thet 1 could not alweys me, as my station

wes on the Bridge, from which I could not see around at &ll times, During the

progress of the battle at one time, orders had been issued to fire torpedoes at

a Jap battleship. Just & few seconds before firing, Drew noticed that the U.S.S.

San Frencisco.came between us &nd the Jep battleship. Due to hls coolness he did

not fire a.n.d informed me immedietely. This gquick action, without doubt, saved



the U. S.S. Ssn Francisco from further demege. Drew kept me informed of approach-
ing torpedoes. 4s the battle progressed further and our radar was shot off and
fell on the whistle, csusing it to blow constantly, he supervised removing the
wreckage, During the whole battle, Lt. Comdr. Drew was cocl, alert and was an
inspiration to the men working under him., It is felt that Drew was very instru-
mental in helping us win this bettle, and by his sseistance, we were afloat the
next morning instesd of being sunk. Prior to end after this battle, Drew, al-
though an Ensign, was one of the three principel OCD watch standers, and could
glways be trusted to carry out his duties. He astood top watch in the war zone
during my tour of duty, almoat constantly, for 9 months. During this time, the

sbip was in eir raids, sulmarine attacks and btombardments.

4Le It is felt that both this officer and man, are very deserving of the Silver
Star and it is therefore requested that consideration be given to awarding
them this medsl.

5, It is further requested that & copy of this lstter be mede a part of their

officisl record.

C. F. GREGOR.

Editor's Note: ,
Lieutenant Commander Drew was awarded the Navy Commendat fon Medal
with a Combat "V" for his services aboard the U,S5.5. Aaron Wardgd
(DD-483)., Me retired on 30 June 1972 as a Captain, USN.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
March, 1996



The christening of the destroyer escort U,S.S. Cofer (DE-208), named after the Aaron Ward's Seaman Flirst
Ciass John J. Cofer, USN, who was klliled In actlon during the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal on 13 November
1942, Seaman Cofer was awarded the Silver Star Medal posthumously for continuing to man his battle sta-
t fon as rangef inder operator even after he was mortally wounded by shrapnel. His last words were, "I can
range no longer." The Cofer was commissioned at the Charleston Navy Yard, South Carol ina, on 19 January
1944, She was a 1,400-ton Buckley-ciass destroyer ascort with three 3-in./50 guns. {USNI coliection.)







E. Angrew Wilde, Jr,
10 August 1994

The Naval Battle of Guadalcanal’
12-15 November 1542

Vice Admiral Edward N, "Butch" Parker's storyz of the five
weeks in the life of the U.S.S. Cushing (DD-376) when he com-
manded that ship in the rfall of 1942 includes three congratulfa-
tory messages sent to all the participants in this battle. Un-
fortunately, those who most deserved the high praise and expres-
sions of gratitude - the wounded survivors and those who died -
never saw them,

From Commanding General 1st Marine Division (General Alex-
ander A. Vandegrift):

"THE MARINES ON CACTUS (code name for Guadalcanal ) LIFT
THE IR BATTERED HELMETS IN DEEPEST ADMIRAT ION .

5 5 8 X B ¥ BB E B8

From Commander South Pacific Force (Admiral William F.
Halsey):

"TO THE SUPERB OFF ICERS AND MEN ON LAND, ON SEA, IN THE
AIR AND UNDER THE SEA WHO HAVE PERFORMED SUCH MAGN IF ICENT
FEATS FOR OUR COUNTRY IN THE LAST FEW DAYS X YOU HAVE
WRITTEN YOUR NAMES IN GOLDEN LETTERS ON THE PAGES OF
HISTORY AND WON THE UNDY ING GRATITUDE OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN
X MY PRIDE IN YOU IS BEYOND EXPRESSION, NO HONOR FOR YOU
COULD BE TOO GREAT X MAGNIFICENTLY DONE X GOD BLESS EACH
AND EVERY ONE OF YOU X TO THE GLORIOUS DEAD: HAIL HEROES!
REST wiITH GOD X SIGNED HALSEY”"

5 ¥ N N X &N &R

From Commander in Chief Pacific (CINCPAC) (Admiral Ches-
ter W, Nimitz) to COMSOPAC (Admiral Halsey):

"WE HAVE ADMIRATION BEYOND EXPRESSION FOR THE UNSWERVING
OFFENSIVE SPIRIT OF YOUR FIGHTING FORCES AND THEIR ABILI-
TY TO STRIKE DOWN THE ENEMY WHILE ABSORBING HIS BLOWS X
WE REGRET DEEPLY THE LOSSES YOU HAD TO TAKE, BUT THEY
WERE GLORIOUSLY NOT IN VAIN,"

® & ¥ & & 5 B K N8N

! Earlier called "Third and Fourth Battles of Savo lsl/and” or
"Battlie of the Solomons.”

2 Written by Adm. Parker in 1982 and revised in 1985. Forty
copies of his pamphiet were distributed at the Cushing's 1985
reunion, and six additional copies were sent by him to widows
and survivors for whom he had addresses. A copy is on file at
the Ships' Histories Branch, Naval Historical Center, washing-
ton, D.C..






The Naval Battle of

(Guadalcanal

- - . . . . - . - . - -

tnce 7 August 1942, when U.S. Marines landed

at Guadalcanal in the southern Solomons, Im-

perial Japanese General Headquarters had de-

termined to eject the invaders—the first threat

to the integrity of its defensive perimeter—and

bring the island back under Japanese contral. The result-

ing contest attained a duration, intensity, and cost that

neither side could have foreseen. At stake, as both soon

came to realize, was more than possession of a sweltering,

disease-ridden, singularly inhospitable South Seas island;

the real objective was no less than the scrategic initiative
in the Pacific.

For months, the outcome of the struggle hung in a pre-

carious balance. Later in the war, when the U.S. Navy had

won command of the sea, it could isolate islands on which

In November 1942, successful 1).S. cruiser, aircraft; and
baztleship actions represented a turning point in the Pacific.

landings were made. This was not the case at Guadalcanal,
where command of the sea changed at sunrise and sunser.
During the day, U.S. aircraft exercised it from Henderson
Field, the airstrip the Marines quickly established on the
istand. After dark, it befonged to whar U.S. forces called
the Tokyo Express—Japanese ships that steamed down the
Slor through the Solomons to land troops and supplies and
to bombard Henderson Field. U.S. surface forces chailenged
these nocturnal forays successfully ar che Battle of Cape
Esperance in October and the Naval Bartle of Guadalcanal
in mid-Novermber, and less successfully at the Battle of Tas-
safaronga later that month.

But before and after these clashes, the Tokyo Express
ran on schedule, subject only to interference from U.S. pa-
trol boats and the need to be well on its way back up the
Slot by daybreak. Besides night surface actions immediately
offshore, two inconclusive fleet actions took place between
carrier forces: the Battle of the Eastern Solomons in Au-
gust and the Barde of the Santa Cruz Islands in October.

On more than one occasion, only a single carrier was avail-
mﬂmmnmummrnmmmsnavumm
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able to support the defense of
Guadalcanal, and U.8. leaders
considered the possibility that it
might become necessaty to evac-
uate the island.

Fortunately, the Japanese Army
consistently underestimated the
number of Marines and soldiers
ashore by 50% to 70%. Conse-
quently, the 30,000 troops landed
in detachments fed three succes-
sive attempts to overrun Hen-
derson Field—in late August,
mid-September, and late Octo-
ber—rather than massing for one
great artack. Psychologically, the
turning point occurred on 18 Oc-
tober, when pugnacious Vice Ad-

GUADALCA

was Rear Admiral Norman Scotr,
the victor at the Battle of Cape
Esperance. Abe’s raiding group
consisted of the hattleships Hiei
and Kirishima, light cruiser Nagara,
and 14 destroyers. Radar contact
was made at 0124. Firing began at
virtually point-blank range—less
than a mile—at 0145, and the ap-
posing formations held head-on
courses to pass through one an-
other in the fiercest, most con-
fused melee since Tegetthoff led
his flying wedge into the ltalian
fleet off Lissa in 1866, Catlaghan
and Scott were killed early in the
action, which lasted barely a quar-
L] ter-hour. At its end, the Japanese

miral Willtam F. ‘Bull’ Halsey
took over as head of the South Pacific forces. an appoint-
ment applauded throughout his new command. Chjectively,
it came on 12-15 November, in the three interlocking ac-
tions that comprised the Naval Battle of Guadaleanal.

Like the majority of engagements in the Guadalcanal
campaign, the naval battle had its origins in a Japanese
plan to reinforce the island—in this case, with 10,000 men
in highspeed transports escorted by a destroyer force led by
Rear Admiral Raizo Tanaka, the Tokyo Express's in-
domitable engineer. These troops were to land on Guadal-
canal during the night of 12-13 November, while a raid-
ing force commanded by Vice Admiral Hiroaki Abe
pounded Henderson Field and the Marine positions around
it. By coincidence, two heavily escorted U.S. transport
groups under Rear Admiral Richmond Kelly Tumer reached
the island on 11 and 12 November. On the 12th, air pa-
trols teported powerful enemy forces moving toward
Guadaleanal, obviously with the intention of attacking the
airfield and the ransports, if present. Tumer seized the op-
portunity to prepare a surprise. As soon as his transports
had put to sea, he dispatched the cruisers and most of the
destroyers in their support group to intercept the intruders
off Guadalcanal. The enemy formation—correctly believed
to include two battleships—presented the home team with
heavy odds.

Cruiser Night Action, 13 November

The force Tumer had deployed numbered 13 vessels:
the heavy cruisers Pordand (CA-33) and San Francisco
(CA-38), light cruisers Adanta (CL-51), Helena (CL-50),
and Juneau (CL-52), and eight destroyers. In command in
the flagship San Francisco was Rear Admiral Daniel ].
Callaghan. Also present, flying his flag in the Adanta,

withdrew withour having shelled
Henderson Field, and Tanaka's rransports were ordered
back into the Shortland Islands, midway up the Slot. Sunk
or sinking were the Atlanta and four U.S. and two Japan-
ese destroyers. The Hiei, slowed by ac least 30 large-caliber
hits, was left behind with three destroyers attending her.

Dawn and U.S. aircraft found the Hiei only a few miles
from Guadalcanal. Repeated bomb and torpedo runs added
to her misery, and around sunset she became the first Japan-
ese battleship to be sunk in World War II. The day’s ac-
tion was not entirely to the Imperial Navy's disadvantage,
however. Torpedoes from the submarine I-26 claimed the
damaged Juneau as the U.S. force retired from the bartle
area, and shortly past midnight two heavy cruisers of Vice
Admiral Gunichi Mikawa's Eighth Fleet, called into play
that moming, pasted Henderson Field.

WELLAM | CLIFSOM

Air Action, 14 November

Tanaka’s convoy set out for Guadalcanal for 2 second
time at 1300 on 13 November. At first light U.S. recon-
naissance flights spotted his mransports and destroyers head-
ing toward the island and Mikawa's cruisers moving away
from it. In the ensuing air actacks one of Mikawa's six cruis-
ers was sunk and three others damaged, one severely, while
six of Tanaka’s 11 transports were destroyed and another
hir so badly that it had o tum back. His losses notwith-
standing, Tanaka pressed on toward Guadalcanal.

Battleship Night Acdon, [4-15 November

Meanwhile, U.S. and Japanese commanders had been
reaching decisions that precipitated the climax of the Naval
Battle of Guadalcanal. Late on 3 November, Halsey or-
dered the carrier Enterprise (CV-6) task force to send its

GREAT SEA BATTLES OF WORLD WAR I
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heavy gunfire unit into the cauldron. The surface action
group thus formed under Rear Admiral Willis A. Lee
consisted of the new bartleships South Dakota (BB-57) and
Washington (BB-56) and four destroyers. On the Japanese
side, Vice Admiral Nobotake Kondo, commanding the
Combined Fleet's Advanced Force, made plans to support
the landing of Tanaka’s transports by artacking Henderson
Field. The formation assembled under his personal com-
mand comprised the battleship Kirishima, heavy cruisers
Atago (flag) and Takao, two light cruisers, and nine de-
stroyers. These deployments set the stage for the first and
next-to-last time in the Pacific war that bartleships fought
their own kind.

The action opened with 16-inch salvos from cthe U.S.
dreadnoughts at 2317. By the time it ended approximartely
an hour and a quarter later, the South Dakota had been
heavily damaged, two U.S. destroyers had been sunk,
and a third was slowly sinking; but the Kirishima and a
Japanese destroyer had taken such punishment that they
had to be scuttled, and Kondo’s force was retiring. Al-
though it had not hammered the airfield, it had cleared
the way for Tanaka, who ran his four surviving trans-
ports ashore on Guadalcanal at 0400. Of the 10,000 men
intended ro reinforce the isiand, 2,000 had reached it. In

view of the opposition encountered, the delivery of these
troops is a testimonial to the fighting spirit of the Impe-
rial Navy. At a cost of two battleships, a heavy cruiser,
and three destroyers, however, this was a testimonial the
Jepanese could ill afford. Thereafter, the problem of con-
veying troops to Guadalcanal was overshadowed by the
increasingly intractable one of supplying those already
there. On 12 December, the navy formaily recommended
abandoning the struggle for the island, and on the last day
of the year Imperial General Headquarters directed a staged
evacuation, which took place on 1-8 February 1943. In
the words of a Japanese document captured some time
earlier, “Success or failure in recapturing Guadalcanal
.. . is the fork in the road which leads to vicrory for them
ot for us.” For Japan, the fork led to defear, The U.S. Navy
was about to begin its long march across the Pacific to
Tokyo Bay. 3

For further readingt Paul S. Duli, A Bartie History of the Imperial
Japanese Navy, 1941-1945 (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press,
1978); David C. Evans, ed., The Japanese Navy in World War [I: In the
Words of Former Japanese Naval Officers, second edition (Annapolis,
MD: Naval Insticute Press, 1986); Samuel Eliot Morison. History of
United States Naval Operations in World War 11, Vol. V: The Struggle
for Guadaleanal {Boston: Little, Brown, 1975}
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(Courtesy of Robert Imholte; April 1596)

Ensign Fred C. Hill A. J. McNulty -

" “Buried Dead at Tulagl

*The Aaron Ward is only a de-
stroyer,” he continued, “but she's a
fighter and she steamed through a
double line of Jap ships with ber
four-inch guns working lke ma-
chine guns, firing on destroyers,
cruisers, and batieships.
. *"Nobady can get in a fight with-
out getting hurt, and the same goes

1
Three Youngstown men who did
not know each other a year ago
are joined today by a common ex-
perience .none of them will ever
forget. They are ghipmates on the
now-famous Aaron Ward, the spunky
litile destroyer which sank a light '
cruiser and damaged a Jap battle- |
ship and two destroyers during the
paval engagement of Nov. 13, off
Savo Island. .
" #~d. McNulty, chief machinist,

!
[
]
v

‘Inine direct hits, The old baby took
{them sll and not only stayed on top

for ships. The Asron Ward had|

Ray Ferruwn

Youngstown Shipmates to Get Medals for Helping to
Sink Jap Cruiser and Damage Three Warships

|

Y is over the Japs and Germans u_rul

w

of the water but
locking for anything that would]
come in range of her guns. : N

“Our dead were buriea at Tulagi,
and our wounded were for the most
part transferred to various medical
units on the islands. And the ship—!
well, it took 30 days to get her in:
first class shape again. i

“Every ship in our task force thati
night did herself proud. Some of
| thetn went down, but they took.
. plenty of Jap ships with them when
' they did.”

McNulty sald Jap dive bombers
and torpedo planes atfacked the
fleet Nov. 12, and. commented, “Be-
lieve me, it I live to be a thousand,
I'll never forget Nov. 12 and 13"

*It's impossible for civilians to
imagine what the U. 5. Army, Navy,
and Marines are going through.” he
says. The soldiers and marines in
the tighting fronts *“are living in
the open in the jungies and are
blasted by bombing planes and
shells day and night No regular
meals or sleep.”

Living aboard ship iz more regu-
lar, he says, except when .the ghip
iz  iooking for trouble. Then there

‘her men were still|

w

la smitar of 25 years' experience;
Ensign Fred HIIL asgistant gunnery
officer, who was graduated from
Annapolly only last June, and Petty
Officer Roy Ferguson, machinist
mate first class, in the navy since
1935, will receive silver medals for
their part in the engagement. Fergu-
sor. wounded during battie is prob- |
ably back on duty again, his famnily
says.

Bhip Hil Nine Times

It was during the engagement
near Guadalcanal that the Aaron
Ward went between two lines of
Japanese warships and fought as
close as 2,000 yards. The little ship
was hit nine times.

It was so dark that the Japs and
Americans couldn't always tell
wbich were their own ships., and |
the Japs were firing at their own.
Commander Orville F, Gregor
described the battie as *hell on
wheels,” when a repert of it was
read over the radio New Year's
LDuy. After the battle, he said, ships
| were burning ecverywhere.

[ MceNulty wrote his account of the
‘battle in letters to his sister, Mrs.
‘Albert Kaufman, 458 Lora Ave.,
after the story had been released

§- through a while back.” .

is no sleep or regular meals until

through the newspapers and radio.
“Thirteen of our ships,” he wrote,
“look on 33 Jap destroyers, cruisers,
Mattlestips, and transports. . The
battle started at two minutes to 2
a. m and finished at 35 minutes
after 2 o, m. with 23 Jap ships sunk
and the rest damaged and on the
run, but on flyers from Guadalcanal
and navy surface ships finished
tham off in short order in davlight.”

the task is complete, “provided, of
course, your ship is on top when the
i job is over.”

“The minute a ship leaves port—
and it's litle port we have seen
since last June—she becomes bait
for submarines, aircraft, and sur.
face ghips.”

Pralses U. 8. Flyera

*l have walched the army, navy,
and marine pilots flying from the
Isame field 1o attack thé Jups who

were dive bombing us” he wrote,
“and belieye me, we all thanked
God for the skill and courage of our
fliers. The U. S. has the best pilots
in the world, and before this year

know it a5 well ns we do.

“By the time you get this letter
we will be hitting the high spots
again. Say a little prayer once in
a while, They sure pulled us

McNuity says that in Novembe
the ship stopped st a place where
there was a Catholic chaplain from
Chicage and the Cathclic crewmen

received communion.

*“There are ho churches there,” he
said. "Everything took place out
in the field with the blue sky for
a roof and mud and burnt weeds]
for a floor. The blue sky reminded
him of the dome over the altar at
St. Ann's, where he went to school
when he was a child in Youngs-
town .

Joining the navy when he was
just out of school, MeNulty became
first machinist mate spd was sent
to officers’ school at San Diego,
Calif., five years ago. His wife, the
former Marion Raatz of Youngs-
town, and a&.six-year-old ohild live
in San Diego.

Hill, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. J.
Hill, 64 Bruce St, was graduated
from Annapolis in June and was as-
signed to the Aaron Ward. The
ship had already left port so he was
sent chasing it on another wvessel
and was transferred to the-Aaron
Ward by basket, finding to his sur.
prise two other Youngstown men
aboard.

Ferguson, son of Mr. and Mrs.
William H. Ferguson, of Stocker
Ave,, left the United States in May,
but was assigned later to the Aaron
Ward. ’

Eighteen men who took part in
the engagement will receive siiver
medals, The commander has re-

ceived. the navy's silver cross.



Destroyer Damaged 4 Shlps
In Historic Savo Isle Fray |

By ‘CHARLES McMURTRY
“WITH THE U. §. PACIFIC FLEET
IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC — (De-
layed)-~{#}—Destroyers look insig-

nificant alongside a bhattleship but|

the U. S. destroyer Aaron Ward
damaged four vessels, -including a
‘batileship, in that historic Novem-
ber 13 naval engagement off Savo
island. - ‘

-Cmdr, Orville F. Gregor ‘of La-
Jolla, Cul, and formerly of. St
Louis, Mo.. -took ‘the Aaron Ward
between-two line$ of Japanese war-
ships in that engagement, fought as
close as 2,000 yards in 2 a. m. dark-
ness.

The Aaron Ward was hit by
three: 14-inch shells, by 8-inchers
and by 5-inchers. Three torpeddes
passed under her bow. “I saw théir

wakes,” said Gregor, her captain.’

But the little warship made the
Japanese pay heavily for her dam- -
age, and made port, to fight agaln.

“We possibly =ank one light cruis-
er and damaged three other ships—
2, battleship . and two destroyers,”
Gregor gaid, “We saw fires and ex-
plosions on the light cruizer, Then
she blew up. We put 40 or 50 shells
into the other three shipa.”

(Gregor was awarded a Navy
Cross January I at Hickam ﬂe]d)

“Our first target was a  battle-
ship,” Gregor related. ‘Aiter we
fired our first salvo it was zo bright
we could see her . plainly. (Star
Thells and searchlights illuminated
the scene.)

“We.fired at that battleship until

one of our own cruisers got into|-

our line of fire. Then we proceeded
through the entire Japanese force,
tiring at taygeis on both sides of us.

“We took nine direct hits. Our
mast was knocked off, That shell
burst downward' and killed {wo
men in our director roem, We had
seven hits in the vielnity of the
bridge.

“The Japs :tinally wer'e firing at
their own ships. It was so dark we
couldn't always tell where our own
ships were,

. “Then .the Japs illuminated us
very bright "with star shells, - We

got 'the hell out of there at top|h

eed.

“We had been ﬂr!ng -almost point
blank at 2,000 yards.

""The.ba.ttle lasted about 35 min-

utes, We loat our electriclty and
last one thitd of that  time,
" Finally we weni -dead in the
water as the battle ended.

_“Ships - were burning. all around
us. A Jap destroyer blew up 1,000
yards.away. A heavy cruiser keeled
over nearby, upparently hit by
torpedo.

"We got under way again under

-our own power, but couldn't make

rauch speed.’ We broke down again
fust before daylight. :

“There~,was ji)pled Japanese
battleship,qust--ﬁour-“m jve. miles
away, wiisThat Jap 11 our

salvos at leo straddled us
with 14 in R‘hgb\ was getting
We

ouT Tange. obaBiy wquld have
been spunk, but as he fired his fourth’
:awﬁ'%;nited States bombers roared
over. He- limped away trying to.
escape, .
(The navy reportéd the bomhers
finished that battleship, one of the
Kongo class)
" “Then a tug came out and towed
us into port."

] [ 4

Gregor dncribed the battle as
“Hell on wheels.”

He praised his squadron leader,
who ecommanded four destroyers in
that group. .

“Five star shells burst right
over s It was o bright you
could read & newspaper,” Gregor -
resumed his story of the battle, -

“Then we saw ahells coming.
Each one Iooked llke a big white
Jight at & distance, We couldn’t .
‘see them close, but heard 6 to 10 |
whistle overhead.

““Then there wasg .one that we:
didn't hear. That one hit us. Fire
broke out and ammunition "was go-
ing off all around us. A fire control"
party immediately got the fire out.”

Another ‘shell struck the ship's
galley, wounding some men.

*I heard thuse crlppled boys
pn.yl.n‘ sloud,” he said. “I never
heard anything. like that and
never hope to again. It was piti-
ful. - They didn’t yell or cry, just
prayed,”

One man was mortally wounded
as .shrapnel tore . off his telephone
eadset. ‘
“But he was so0° true to his job
that he kept sending range mes-
sages until he died " Gregor con.

. cluded.

(Courtesy of Robert Imholte; April 1996)
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U.S.S. AARON WARD . DD483.

. REPORT OF EXEMY ACTION RASULTING N THE LOSE OF AARON WARD.
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DECLASSIFIED - GPNAY INST 550030

Wa, \ Cara Fleot Iost Office

pOOIT ! .
D Lr tb 1"!ED K§1§r§2°1§325. alir,,

¥From: Canranding O0fficer, -
To Camnander 1n Chief, U,5. mcific ¥leot,
Vie (1) Commander South Faeific Forco.

(2) Comraender Task Force TiTIRIY=Ciii,

Subjeot: Report of anemy action resulting in losg
. of AAROH LARD,

Refoerence: (a) Art, 712, U.S. llevy iogulations,
(b) PmeFlt, Confidential itr. 3oll-42 of
Novamber 8, 1942.
(¢) Pac¥lt., Confidentinml kiszo, 39CI=42 of
Hovexber 29, 1242,

Inclosure; (1) Aotion report on Stunderd Form including
. gketeh of track during attack,
(B) =sketeh showlag trock altsr being hit
. until sinking,
(€} “ketch showing pezition of tous,
(D) Sketoh showlng lheding of ship afta
Tlooding.
(2) Sketch showing “ocatiqq of hiteg uwnd nsar
1ingas,.
() a:ecutifL ors icerh roport.

1, In nocordahce with saference (&), (b) anc (c)
the report of actien with Japaues: dive bombers and the ovents
leading up to the loss of tho AMCIT willD om 7 April, 1543, arc
listed he:ewith in chronologioal ordar:

~Abcut 121.5 recelved despatch waralng of large enery air
raid thot was to hove struck at Guadslcernl ares at 1230, ‘Theo
AARCE WARD hed escortod the ARD witk 3 LCT's Irom Dusuell
Iclands to Save and as they wero not exmected to errive Tulepd
until about 1400, went ahead at 25 knots and hopadod fox thils
group to glve tham alr coverage untll arrival Tuwlagi. About

1330 when neer Tulagl in the vielnity of ths 3 IoM's and LANMD

AATRON “ARD recelved ordsrs frou \Bm't?_'_l,“ c rEDMO.
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DECLASSIFIED 7=t 16, 2943

Subjects Report of snemy ection reaulting in loss
- ' . oi' AARON WARDe

Reversed course and headed for vicinity of Lunga foint
~ where LOT was last seen, but enfoute gsaw 1t hoeadlng eastward,
1419 Jolned LST 149 off Togoma roint, Guedalcanal Islend, and
.1nrormed the LST that AARQOIN LARD had besen 1nstructad to cover
him, elso to Tollow AﬂPOW wARRD's movements and zig-zag at approach
of enemy planss, LMeneuvered iu the vicinity of Toeoma Foint
welting for LST to procead. It was proposed to retire to waste
war& thru Léngo Channel as all cargo ships and ascoiting dost-
roysrs wers doing. |
1505 13T LA9, probably making 10 knots, following ALRCH WAND
on gourse 09C%, AARON WARD thuon commenced zig-zagging at 20
knots, shifting rudder from full right to full left and rop-
eating process continuously ehead of LST.
1508 Sightad planes dogflghting in direction of!Save Island end
a clossr group of Japaunase planes on a southerly courss rrom _'
Twagi. The éun,director and 5" battery were trackiﬁg this
letter group. |
1512 While swinging ship to starboard thrse enely plancs wers
lsibhtad caming out of cloud rormation near the sun bearing 2°5°
relative (or_abcub 290°.true) position ansle sbout 60° in a aive
for the éhip; vent ghead flank speed an& swvung lert with full
- rudder, 4All 20-mm guns on port ailde and both LO-mm mounts
opened fire at & range of 1500 to 2000 yards. The Cunncry

Officar had now seen thasge planas, swung, 5" funs to paqition

. e T "'.“‘!
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April 16, 1943.

e _Roport of enemy aotion resulting in loss
=~ P’Nla /‘f. QQ!!'H:'W AARCH WARD,

and opened‘rixed with @;rector control, _Bombs from the first
three planes struck aéﬁr and on the ship. 411 electrical power
| wes 1os£ on both the 5% and 4O-mm mounts. The‘guns shitted to
manual and locel centrol &nd continucd to fire. ower hed also
been lost on all lierk XIV bights on 20 and LO mn guns.
1513 Sighted throe ﬁnra dive bombers hegding for ship bearing
about 2509 relative with epproximately tha sama altitude. -Crdcr-
ad full right rudder but power to rudder had been lost and shié
continued to swing to laft. UHome of the bonmbs struck the ship
but landed very near tha poif side. VIt 1s believea tzet only
two of these planes droppad bambsa. |
‘The condition of tha ship following the actinn wes as
roliows. !

Both rirerooms flooded to within about 6 inches of main
deck level, th:ough alther sprung plntas or holes torn in side
by near miésas. 7 | - |

Aftoer engineroon flooded by holes in side from explosion
of bomb in enpinerooi,

Forward enginerocﬁ ethviaxrtships bulkhpads sprung and watur
leaking throughlbulkﬁaad fittings, notably eround ;tarboard shaft
and ail atzan lines entering from forward fireroau.

Living compartunent eft of after englneroom partially I'looded

with oil and water to & level of about 4 foot and Tloodlng tnrougn

D
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“_f\, ;"‘;’ -~ “-"i!’ﬁ April 16, 1943,

Subject: Roport of .enamy ection resulting in loss
01' A-FQROI‘. L;ARD.

open seams in skin of ship on port side, throuch the forward
bulkhsad, and through fuel oil tank vents opening into the
compartment, | |
" There was 2 small fire at the torpedo tubes that was
qulekly extingulshed.
The 40-rm magazine flooded to about 10+ wﬁdn stean escape-
ing from after engineroowm was nistaken for smoke and gprinkle
ing systam turned on ror a short time. 7
1530 Ortolan came alongside, passed towline; and took ALY
CARD in tow, Ship settled so that about 6" fruobourd wes renmuining
amidship and ebout 12" et the Stern, ship on even kzel,. -
1413 Vireo cons alongside port side abraast bovi, Trangrerred
| 300 1b, depth eharges on top side to boat froz Toroma which
.eame alongside on the port qaartér. :
1630 vWater oomtencsd to entef forvard nmesalng compartient thru
a scullery drein ond a bucket brijsde was started that keut
abreast of the flooédling,
1é41 Chimnged course to 3369 true.
1647 Vireo commuenced tal:ing suctlon on forward engineroocm witﬁ
24" hose, | |
1732 vireo toolk guoction on forward oncinuroom wlth 6" hose,
Moving all loose gear 1n uftar part or chip to forecugtlu.
1800 Had slight list to port {(about 22} end had all nandsg 1_’
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April 16, 1943.
ﬁ"f“b’ ﬂQt\n-‘”
Subject: Report of enemy 'aati( n‘Rsulting in loss
of AARON WARD,

nove loose gear from after part of ship‘to starboard- slde and
ksep to-starboard side of ship,
1825 Jettisoned all 600 pound aepth chariges In racks efter
detonators had besen removed. |
1840 Ship about on even keel and about 6" freeboard at stern.
The Bagging of the ship had now increased apprecclably and there
was about 8" of weter aon deck from above the after enginercom
to the bhreak of the forccastlms deck, The sag that developed short-
ly after initis) settling covered the deck with water on both
sides to a depth of ebout 2 inches amidships and about 3 inches
above the aftsr fireroom,
1903 The Ortolan ceassd towlng end signalled she was coming
alongside. AALCON WARD's starboard side and requasted thnt boat
davits be swung in and sids cleared for taking Lier snlongslide,
1913 Ortolan slongside. .
1932 The Captaln of the Cxrtolan caume on board and olfersd the
facilitises of his suotion pump but had an insutrilciont longth
of hoss to be of any assistance, and the rittings on our owvm
hoéa were ﬁuch that they could not be conmected to tlio (rtolen's.
Ho stated that trying to steer the Aauly LA was extromely
diffioult, that the position of the Virco on our port bow was
such that she was of practioally no asslstanow in staeriug and
that ha could centrol.the stoering better frouw tlie position

ﬂlonguide. He ro:anlined on the d}raqtgr planﬁopé:?r tha Aol
P Y 24';!.:_“



DECE ACSIREr he, 19s3.

Subjeot: Report of enemy actlon resulting in loas
of ALZRQN WARD, .

VARD until she sank,

1940 Both Tugs went ahead agaln. Ixcopt for saggling amide~ -
ships whiolh was keeping the deocks awash, towing proceeded
normally vwith slight list to starboard (estimated at about
1} or 2°) urtil turn was made to sterboerd around Bungana
Islend, |

204l Course was cﬁangad.to 05C? truse, ‘'hile working the

ship around to-this ocourse tha ship developed & progressive
1lst to starboard estimeted at first to be about 3 or 4
dograes, The time of this sudden increesse in list waes not
noted, Started all hends moving topside gear on forscastle,
amidships and aftarldackhousa, in vicinity of bridge and near
mast to port side 6: ahip. This oconsisted of 40 and 20-zm
ammunition boxes and- magazines, parts of loading mouchine,
crates of potatoss, boxes of spare parts, gas cylinders, stc,
2058 The shlp had begun settling by the stern and liasting
more Lo starboard, was now about 9%, with all hands still
shifting gear to port sida,

2104 As the list wasiateadily inoreasing and as the Ortolun's

lines were now exerting suoll & pull as to incroase the list, '

sha was requested to clear the side, . great deal of dirfi-
culty was exporionoed‘with olearing the Ortolen's. lines as
our men were trylng to work with them under water and making.
little progress, The Ortolan was-also -havingri culty

L eI Dk i
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Dt.CLf‘ibulr U.DQJ. 36, 1943,
Subject: Report of enamy aotion resulting In lose
S of AARQ ATD,

trylng to aut the limes, but they were cut free at about

2115 with the clinometor logred as reading 11%%. This road-
ing is undoubtedly incorrect for it would Indicate only 3°
change of 1ist in epproximately eleven minutes whor actually
it was apparent to anyone on board that the llst was steedlly
ingreasing, The clinomster was gtlcklng becouse tihe ofllcur
obsorving 1t noted that when it swung back to 9° after the
Ortolan'a lines were claar and them movod to 10° end stayed
thore he tapped it_and it mvung to 14%:here 1t agnin stuck,
rle tapped.it shortly thersafter aund 1t swung to 18°, There
wags an lrmediate lpngrease ln the seftling by thoe stern and a
momontary degrease in the list to 9°;as proviously statued,
probably caused by the pull from ths Virsa'’s linos, uhen the
list began to Inproaszs again, however, It becare uvideat that
there wes little chance of suving thoe shlp other than by
beaching her end the (rtolan wes cclled back alonp slde and
both tuzs went phead et best spsed to try to ground the snip
in the nearest shoal et Tinste roint,

%ponq this time on the liut and settling by the stora
increesed steadlly, The last readlng or the clinomzter
reportad Bhﬂﬁed a 1ist of 209 and shortly thersvalter, ot
about 2135? the sblp went down very raepidly stern first in
about 40 fathoms of weter lu approximately latitude 9-10 .,
Lougituds 160-12 s, only 6CC yurds from the shoal weter at

] - . ., N i N . “l
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BEC HALS :April_:‘lé 1943,

subjoect: Report of enemy aotion resulting in loss
- of AAROW WARLD

---------—-—--——-——--——-—c—-_-—-

Tinete Folnt,

As regards the aotlon 1ltself onc of the enszmy plenes that
attucled tho ship was shot down after pessing over the ship
and the englne of one, and possldly two, of the others was hit
and smaoking durlng their dive. The hlt and naar misses ars
shown on anolosure (k). The positien of the hits sud near
nissce wers as fellows:

First bomb - near mlas, port side, forwerd filrerocom «elther
seams partad or holes torn in cside balow wetorline,
for fireroom shipped watar rapidiy.

Second bomb ‘= direct hit in arter engine roqu, port oide,
about 2 feet in from deak edze and ncar the after
bulkhead of the engine rcom, The hole in tho dsck

vas about 18" in diaratdh aad bomb betwezen 250 and
500 1L, one. The bomb was a delay-cction ons andé

it raised the feck abcve the aftcr exnginc room about
10 1nches and riddled 1t vwith shrapnel holes.

Third bowmb « near misa, port sida of after fireroocn =-cithor
Y Fabuds] partec or holes torn iIn side by near miss
balow waterllne,

rourth and Iif'th Bomb - neatr misues elonr rort cide near
eftar enginerocon,

o fires ware started except for o s2ell ons on the tuzpedo

-yt

tubas caused as Pollows: A R,
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Subjeot: Heport of enany motios resulting in loss
of AARQI VWALID,

The gxplosion of the first bomb hit Jerred the skip so
violently that the nuzber five torpedo was throun forwarid in the
berrel, brecklns the tenslon link or the locking dovice. The
torpedo in being throvm forward caused both the Inertic storter
ané the nechanicsl trin te funotion thersby firisz the tornedo

and producins a hot run of the torpedo whlle still in the berrsl

5]

of the tubs, The forward motion of the torgedo wes stopped when
tha-warhéaﬁ Janzrod into the after port corner of the nuabor one
atack, |

?ha hot »un of the torpedo 1y tho barrel ignited the peint
and grease on the barrel, which 1n turn sot Tlre to the canvus
covering of the torpsdo tube control gear. The afterbody of the
forpqdo beceme fused to the insida of the port'outbc&rd barrel
tharsby maiing 1t Impossible te move Lhs tarpedo aft Lo disungage
it from the stack, o |

Soxe aumunition In the 40-mm clipping room exploded after
the direot hit, poessibly duse to thc flyin: shrapnzl from the houb,
| The sprinkling aystam was turned on for a very short tlmes 1in
#3 lower hendling foom end LOwmm magazine 3-30253, whe the
escaplnz stenm from the atter enginercoan was mistalien for swoiw,
léaving about 10¢ of water in the 40-m30 magsczine aud about &0 in
tihe lowur handliupg roow of gune 3, A1l coapartientls alt ol tie
partially flecodod living compurtment aft of ths ulffor cazins room
ware incpected lmmedietely after E}é&éﬁﬁ}ég;aﬁﬁgééjﬁﬁc:y. “his
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had bGeen hit, five of tho Bix dropped bomhs very ¢lase to ths

skip or on it, Twc direct hits were yeported in original dsae-
patoh veporting the action and subseguenmt. loss of the ship, but
the dished 1n gection where the homb was thought to have struck
1s now belleved to have been caussd by e very clase mlss,
probably 5 rfest or leas from the chlp, abreast the forward _
firercom, through which firercom personnal observed watgr pouring
that droye them fram the fireroom,

‘The mining effect of the neer misses on the ship wes tsr—
riric, rocking it violantly and peening to prastically 1ift 1%
out of the water, Ths bombing was extremely socurate and the
near- missss seemed to be all less than 5 yards from the ship,

The radsr gereen prior to the ettack indicated a largo melee
of plares in the direction of davo Island epd enothor large
group towards Tulepl, There ware sa many plps on the scroen that
it was prectically impossible to %ell tho ensmy planes from thae
friendly ones and the planes that attacked the ship wers not
dilscernible on the scroer until they were visible to the eye
end consoquently the radar was of po asslstance except for giving
the bearings of the large melses,

The performancs of the ship's armament and enginvering plantg
durinz thoe brief astion was, with the followvd ng cxcaptions,exofd-

DECLASSIFIER)
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DDLE3/AL6~3 U.5.9. AAROM WARD (DD483} (ls)
Seriel 0025
Qi
DEN f\u\,n 1Emril 16, 1943

- Jubjest: Report af ensmy actlon resulting in loss
of AAROI W

HOoy 3 = 20=mm sun Jemred due to a brokan extractor

NO. 6 = 20-rm magazine wes ¥nocked off by the concucsion
Tfrom the bazb esxplosionz end the longitudinyl
bura holding the burrel spring were sprung.

One serious fault in design wes prevealed in that the elr
vents from the fuel oll tanks in the living cempertment Jjust
eft pf the after engineroom forcod oil and water into the cawe
partment frem the tarks below that were undoubtedly split and
‘filled with selt water,

RECCITNDATIONS: (1) that«dil vents from all compartments
be vented sbove the main decl; (2) thet a dlesel gonerator be
installed on the main deck in this t?pe ship again to s3upply

- eamergency power after all power has been lost; (3) that sn
awciliapy ring sight be‘rittad on the 20=umm guns for usd when
all power is lost. ZXven with tracer control tha 20~ gunners
had difficulty gottlns on and kaepiﬁg on the ensmy pluncs during
‘thaié dives and aftar they bod péssed over the ship,

As o result of ths uiemy action and ths subsequant sinking
casualties to personnel were 2s follows:

- Ho, of Offloers killed: Ione

¥o. of mon killed: 20

No., of Officers missing: llone

No. of man misaing: 7

¥o. of Orrioera sariously woundud.-f Napa. . .;i..

et -\.../\.n.{. .......L./'
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DDL83/A16~3 Te3.5. AAROH WARD (ans) (¥sh
Serigl 0025 g )
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A ril 16 19&3-

Subject: Report of enemy action resulting in lose
of AARON WARD,

Ro. of men seriously wounded: 8

¥o. of Officers slightly wounded: 8

No. of rmen silghtly wounded: L3

Much of the Redaer, and Radlo spares and navigational mat-
erials were transferred to the tugs, as were logs, servics records,
health records, government money, end confidentiel publicntions.
attempt was mece to transfer the E.C.H, to the Yireo stortly
before the ship senk but it wes impossible, The E.C.}. end its
wheels were thrown over seperately, in ebout 40 fathonms of water,
Some confidentlal publications were discovered on Inventory to have
heen left in the chip and Shnk with it., A despatch report of those
involved has been made to Chief of lHaval Operations, Vice Chief of
leval Operatlons Commander in Chief, Facific Fleet, and Cormander
South racific Forco followed by a letter reporﬁ. Traznsfer Ashors
of the radar and rsdioc eguipment wes recormended to Comtaskfor 31
afser the chip sank and it is to be put ashore in Tolaegi. The
nevigational equipmeht was transferred to Advanced Navel Bese,

" fulagl, as well as the pistols of twelve of the offlcers who wore

thern when the ship went dowm.

After the action it was believed the ship hed a good chance

of standing a tow to Hutchinzon Creek where she hed been ordersd

to take shelter. Even with a very pronounced increase in sinking

by tha stern and sagging of the amidshig_aection while

‘-rr- + —
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Subject; Report of epanmy action reswlting in loss
of AaizGN 1ARD,

.-“--------’.-“--—----h--—ﬂ‘----_

in tow the situation looked falrly favorable uotil the ever
inereasing listing aufter the turn to 05U° could not b check-
ad by shifting waights-or perconnel or cleering theo Crtolan
Ifrom ths side,
| The immzediate lupression ailter Lhe settling by tho starn
anﬁ liating had bogun to lnorease to such alarmin;: proportions
was that, despite a good 3hofing Job on the quiel: clocing doer,
the working of the ship in hser weakenad conditicn by tho repeutsd
striiding of the ﬂhip'S'sida, near the quicl~cloalng door, Ly the
Crtolan in her afforts to keep the wship on its eourss had workoed
the shoras looss and the thin gqulok oleosing dcor had Pinally
: givgn avays Thls nay have.happened, but whatever the pauvse it
.wnaiapparent the only chance to save ths ship was to zat har
onto the nsarsest shoal. Jesplitc the efforts of beth the tugs
to seve her she senk before this could be accomplished,
The gallent crew and officers of the ship were splendid in
thelr oonduct durlag the acﬁion and in vheir laler afforts to
sava the ahip. They would make an exoslloat crew to put intaoct

on a new destroyer, They are, wlth ong accord, partioularly

desirous of staying together end of putting back on a fizhting

sbip to soon aveare the dsaths of their haroic shipustos,

F.T. BaCTOMN,

_ - L

LY Lt
Ny e
S Y BB

i



Location of shipl'.nt- 9°=3-7!n - TONE,- 16001&.33 TU.S.S.

E@@@::T IED.

ANTTATRCRAFT ACTTON BY SURFACT SHIFS 213
AAROY yARD
RIZETTIRN

(=)
(b)

{c)

Q__Eg_,[_fuuu .‘....LBate 7 mn:,]gg,g

'NOTES
Repel Attack First - Then oollect data for this report!

Do not “gun deck" this repdr. ~-if data cannot be estimated with
reaizngzle accuracy enter. dash 1n space for which no data is
gvailable.

Phese sheets are to be rilled out :meediately after action is
completed with data available from ship's log, memory, and con-
sultation with ship's officers. Information is essential in order
that the effectiveness of our equipment can be determined., Where
data is of doudbtful accuracy £ill in with general terms. The ob--
taining of this information must not be allowed in any way to ad-
versely affect the handling of equipment during actien.

2.

surprise attack (yes or no) Yes (Tragking other snemy planes)
Method picking plane up {Redar, binoculars, naked eye) pgked eys

(If by Radar state type of set)

{(a): Lookout(s) or-special eguipment detector operator(s):
Name: ' : Rate Ser.No,

made initial contact by

(Sound ), (radar], (SUED], (MAD),(Sight)
Range plane was picked up (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less 5
miles __ 2000 yavrds,

Number aof planes § ap & .

Type of plane (Fightgr, scout, dive-bomber) dive bombers Type
or attack Dive
Speed & eltitude {(High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and

fast, high and slow,intermediate and slow,low and slow) High and fast,

Guns firing 10 Size §9/38,40nmm, 20=mmilo. 4y~ 2 twin, 20-mm por
slde J, '20~mm Star,
Method of control mxaggg & Ioogl Meﬁ dLspotting aide 3,
s ST ¥y e

- Ammunition expended 30— En/3g ]QQ LO=mmy 1400 -w 20—mm. ()
Al

Percent service allowance expended




ﬂ1 ., ? ,"‘\‘T’._}”_'Tl—
10. Approxmate time track;mg to\first-shot @ w =
1l. Approximate time of first hits .30 seoonds after sighting,

12 Approximate time first shot to last Bhot Mm__,_

13. Approximate position angle open rire - 60°:

14. Approximate position cemse fire - 50

15. Approximate bearing irstAhot 250°

16. Approximate bearing last shot Firing at planaa on both sides of ship,
17. Approximatc range first shot _1500 = 1800 mds. :

18. Approximate range last shot 200 Ft,

19. Approximate altitude of bomb. releasa 500 &_

Type bomb _ 250 « 500 Lb, .
20. Approximate rangé torpedo release - .
Size of torpedo = & & - .

21, Hits on ship 1 Was ship strafed No Size of gun & = =

22, Number near bomb misses 2 Casualties from same

' 23, Planes shot down - sure 1 Possible _1 Damage 1

By what size gun 20-mm and L0-mm,. .
2L, Details of damage to target by gunfire if available Engines set

aflre on 3 plenes,

25, Performance of ammunition (Excellent,good,bad,poor) Excelleat’

26. Pattern sizes (lLarge, small excessive) Not obsaryed,
SKETCH

(a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's
! head,
(b) Show relative position of sun.

v r;(c) Indicate own maneuvers.
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51 Touis Gloke-Bemarrat.

Sat., Sept. 25,1943

Destroyer Bombed, Crew Stuffe
Holes in futile Effort to Save 4f2

i How the crew cof the American
ﬁ‘s.:._lf_‘oyer Aaron Ward worked
ofranticaily for two hours to keep
B yighip from sinking after it was
“struck by Japanese hbomhera off
Gundalcanal April 7, was related
Fhera Yesterday by Lieut, David V.
#Rigsmeyer, 23, a survivor on leave
“mgcthe home of his parents, Mr.
yand- Mrs. Frederick H, Riesmeyer,
4826 Pershing avenue.
5 »T%o waves of hombers came
“‘qger.and scored direct hits” Ries-
i Imey? r recounted. “The ship
patarfed to take on water immedi-
“atdly. hut wa worked below, stuff-
‘ing mattresses, pillows, towels ana
u_:ithing we ‘could get inte the
b yoley and shored them up with
:timbers, but it was A hopeless
;.f-_’-!k_'r and the Aaron Ward went
i ‘dbwn about two hours later.
boweMany of the crew esceped to
'an’ pccompanying ship and the
1. others jumped in the water and
iy Fwam to life rafts, We were
& icited up ashortly by &nother

| Ll 1. .
[pa:ls put. Rlesmeyer, who recently
i haf been traveling instructor on

"o “staff of the Commander De-

i#troder, Pacific Fleet, has partici-
;e d in all major engagements

F gafnst the Japanese. In a Ne-

k rper engagement off Savo Isy
~jand the Amron Ward damag
-four enemy vessels, including on
-Battleship.  She was hit by thte
L¥4-inch shells and three torped

¥ h.g ed under its bow. Riesmeyert
i ald"was injured by shell fragmen
“.Another St. Louisan, Lieut. (J. §.
r'_Jo;m Graham Drew I, was chie¢
: #¥ngineer of the destroyer. - IS
13 y:Called to active duty in Au
,{d94], a3 an Ensign after gradua
ifjoit from Yale in the R. O, T. €
‘Bdeut, Riesmeyer, who has beentis

<fofith I'mcific aservice for i

; ths, been aasigned [
. ,l_l_#tlon triln'EE“ E{?’Dﬂ
e and lates to .Pensacola, I







The Mighty 483

The Aaron Ward Filled her Short Shan of Life 1ith Some Terrific Action

By R.E. FAY
As Narrated havi. E. Formes

O EAR, she has nol received the

Presidential Unit Citation, but Lord

knows ehe did everything that
could be demanded of a “tin can” during
her short span of life. The men who
served aboard her carry precious memo-
ries of their mighty litile vessel. And i
you want m slugging, death-defying, hell-
roaring ship to nominate for everlasting
glory—take the AaroN Warn, DD483.

She's gone now, together with many
of her crew. The Japs finally got her.
The law of averages caught up with her
st last She'd dared destruction so many
times and come out with colors flying
that her finale seems anti-climactic—
coming, as it did, on a quiet day with
the tide of war running far to the north-
ward. Strange, too, that it should come at
Guadalcanal where she'd seen s0 much
of roaring guns and sinking ships.

Xt was April 7, 1943, that the Japs
made one last desperate marshalling of
their air power and sent 98 suicide
bombers and fighters in to Guad in the
hopes of crippling our forces that were
surging over their bastions 4o the north,

The attackers were met by a swarm of
fighters from Henderson Field, and the
ehipz in the harbor threw up & dense
screen of fire, The formation was ripped
apart, planes fell in bumning wreckage—

ut they could not all be turned back.

ey broke through, singly and in palrs;
utd they’ got their bombs away; then
they hehded back for their bases. They
had paid for their temerity, and 39 of
the attacking force were battered out of
the air—but they got the KANAWARE, an
old tanker, a New Zealand corvette, and
the AaroN Warn! :

The last was certainly a blow over
which the Japs could gloat, for the little
DD had been a_terror to the Nips

I had come aboard the Aaron Wamp
prior to her commbksioning, March 4,
1942, at the Federal Yurds, Kearney, New
Jersey. In my 16 yean of service I'd had

duty on almost every type of warship,
and was one of the experlenced men
who were to form & nucleus for the
new crew. 1 was Witer Tender, First
Class,

Less than two months after the com-
missioning pennant bhid been run wup,
the AazoN WARD was ot sea and headed
for action. Her Skipper was Lt. Comdr.
O, F. Gregor.

‘The long trip around 1o the West Coast
was well spent in whipping that green
crew Into a fighting unit And how those
kids responded—reserves, many of them,
boots from the training stations, most of
them on deep water for the first time,
they learned fast and by the time we
hit Diego they could shost and sall with
the best afloat

It was the Aleutlans for us as = first
assignment, with lttle action outside a
sub scare or two, and much of menoteny
in the cold and dreary fogs of the north.
That phase was short lived, and then
the Aanon Warp got the orders that we'd
expected from the first. Itus the South
Pacific for us.

However, once In the war zone itself,

“we seemed slated for u role of Reluctant

Dragon, and week followed week with
patrols mnd escort duty that fringed the
danger area but never brought us sight
of an enemy. The Marines landed at
Guadalcanal, and the four heavy cruisers
were sunk in a luckless night The Japs
began their bombardments of the beach-
head where the Leathernecks clung with
desperate ferocity, unsupported, and
without reenforcement The “Tokyo Ex-
press” became a byword to our fleet.
We began to grouse. Whyinell don't
we do something! we asked each other.
When we gathered on the fantail of a
sultry evening we fought a hundred
battles and made a hundred thrusts at
the enemies during the course of an
hour's batting the breeze. But still our
task force cruised, o our way of think-
ing, in aimless passage up and down the

Editor!s Note: This narrative by Water Tender George E. Formes
appeared in the Mid-July 1944 issue of Qur Navy. It is in-
cluded in my booklet courtesy of Robert O, Imholte,
E. A, Wilde, Jr.
April, 1996




Corzl Sea. The Wase was with us, and
& number of cruisers, and we thought
we had more than enough ships in our
outfit to give some sort of battle.

Tokyo Rose came on the air with her
nightly communiques to the Anierican
fieet and stirred our blood 1o the bolling
polnt. If she wanted to meke us fighting
mad, she certainly succeeded, If she
wanted to sour us on the war, put us in
a quitting mood, she was wasting her
time, There never was a ship that wanted
action more than the Aanon Warp dur-
ing those hours,

September came. Each day, during
such periods of inactivity, Is much like
the last, so that it becomes hard to keep
track of time. A maun almost forgets what
duy of the week it is, what date of the
month.

So I remember this night, not by date,

but by what happened. I had had the -

evening watch in Number 2 fireroom,
and ‘when I was relieved at midnight 1
‘went up on deck for a blow and-to look
around before serubbing up and hitting
my bunk. It was a tranquil night, very
dark, with a smooth sea running. 1
could just make out the carrier and the
other ships with us, cruising without
lights. :

CSM Hart, a good shipmate of mine,
sauniered down from the signal bridge
and joined me. We stood there for a
while, not saying anything. Finally Hart
said, “George, we're going in for the
business.”

I looked up at him. “What do you
mean?”

He waved his. hand in the darkness,
“Well, look around in an hour or two
and see who we're with"”

He turned on his heel and left me then,
and I waited there on deck, feeling the
excitement of his words. Sure enough,
in about an hour I could see that we had
been silently joined by other ships that
had come out of the night and fallen into
cruising formation. Then I felt the tremor
of the AaroN Warp as the ship kicked
up speed. You get to know ‘your ship
after years of service, and you can almost
tell by the feel of her just what speed
she’s making,

The dope was out now. We were mak-
Ing 27 knots and were due to arrive at
Guadalcanal at 7 in the morning. We
went intw conditiem 2, four on and four
off,

I had three kids on my watch, all new
to the sea and new to battle. Swell kids,
every one of them Sure, they felt a little
tight at that moment, like every man
does, if he isn't a fool, when he knows
that death is a very real possibility.

For my owm part, I had had years of
duty at sea, years in which discipline
had taught me 1o follow an order to the
letter almost without thought of the
consequences, And I had been under

fire aboard the CixciNnaT: when that
ship had gone up the Yangtze River in
21. We'd hnd catualties aboard before
we had finally been relieved by the
ManrsLEHEAD. Evenithat experience helped
me now,

“Don't be afraid of this,” I told the
kids. “Every man has to do this the first
time.”

Every man had his job to do, and there
wasn't too much opportunity to sit
around and discusd the prospeects. A fire-
room of a destrojer travelling at high
speed isn’t any sodial room, and though
you may do some thinking to yoursel,
you haven't much opportunity to give
way to any fears that may be plaguing
you, Still-and-all, with the blackgang it's
an entirely different proposition than
with those who are on deck or above the
waterline, The thin half-inch plating -of
the hull is all that stands between you
and. a tin fish that might blast out of
the sea at any moment. The boilers
themselves are a source of sudden death,
and live steam has trapped many a black
gang far below decks, I did my best to
relieve the tension of the men in my
watch, and they came through like
veterans,

The AaroN Warn had been detached
from the rest of the force and we were
going to run right in o Henderson Field
and pick up a spotfing party, The Japs
had been causing particular hell from
positions mcross the river from our Ma-
rines, and it was decided the only way
to get them out was {0 run a destroyer
in to bombard them—give them a taste
of their own tactice. The AiroN Warn
had been nominate{ for the job. The
Marine spotting pa would direct our
fire, and on complebion of the job we'd
return them by Higgins boats to shore,

We came in throukh the slot on sched-
ule and stood off tdpick up the spotting
party, From the fiferoom we could see
nothing of what wa#% going on, of course,
and only the brig words of the tele-
phone sysiem kept us at all informed.
The clang of the jelephone brought us
the first indication that we were in for

;trouble: “The firg bell on stop will be

flank speed—give her all you've ot
Things were tense up on deck and H.
Skipper was ready for a quick getaway.
All boilers were lit off and the destroyer
quivered like & race horse at the starting
gate, .

Pecora, one of the firemen, clatiered
into the compartment His eyes were
just a bit wide with excitement, “Form"
he said, “there are eight Jap bombers up
there.”

We looked at each other. “Well, nothin’
we can do about it.” We could feel the
ship heel over in sharp turns and we
knew the AAroN Wardp was zig-zagging.
Suddenly we got the bell for flank speed.
The ship fairly leaped out from undey

-




our feet. And then we heard her
going, muffled booms down here. We
waited then, tense and silent, our eyes
on the gauges that meant everything to
us if we hoped to keep up speed. Few
people realize the delicate timing of the
job the fireroom crews have, and how
important it is to the ship.

We felt the ship quiver to something
more powerful than her own guns—jump
egain. A little paint sifted off the over-
head,

Then the guns ceased firing up on deck
and the ship settled into a more even
tempo. The rald was over, To us in the
fireroom it had consisted entirely of a few
tense orders, a distant booming of guns,
and the shock of exploding bombs far off,

The gun crews on deck had had a more
interesting time of it, and had knocked
down st least one plane, perhaps others:
the other tin can with us and the shore
batteries had accounted for several more.

No bombs had reached their mark,
" ‘That wes our, in bo J=

canal. We were to see mote of thi place—-
much more.

We went back to our rendezvous and
got our spotting party, then cruised down
the coast for three er four hours Imock-
ing out Jap guns and generally playing
hell with their defenses. Palm trees hur-
tled skyward under the exploding shells,
and one terrific blast indicated that we'd
found an ammunition -dump.

When the Higgins boats came alongside
to take off the spotters we loaded the
crew down with candy, cigarettes, and
any other delicacy we could lay hands
on. The boys ashore had been having a
rough time of it, but we hoped that our
party that morning had made things a
little easier for them,

There ensued for the AsroN Warp an-
other of those Jong periods of boredom,
when life was one monotony of early
morning G.Q. long night watches, con-
voys, blistering sun, and confinement un-
der hot steel decks. It was considered a
good liberty just to go alongside another
ship and see a few new faces,

We got ourselves a sub during one run,
and on another occasion saw one of our
cruisers catch a fish in the night. On Sep-
tember 15 we were just off the port bow
of the Wasr when she suddenly gquaked
under the blast of a torpedo.

But the month of November was
marked as the hour of the Aaron Wary's
great triumph~—as in the case of £o many
other of our ships.

We went into Guadalcanal with a task
force running supplies and reenis )
erents. und were in the thickes! part of
i&n- great battle of Guadaleanal, Novem-
{cr 12413, 1942,

Again 1 can only tell how a battle
scems from the depths of the engine room,

-3-

It is not an cxperience o be Jooked for-
ward to with any enjoyment Still, at the
time, it- i3 not particularly awful. Feor
while we are faced with the thought of
being trapped, we are a! the same time
spared the awesome sight of hit and
burning ships, of the gleaming shells
arching toward you and of the thunder-
ous roar of the guns If you kecp busy
and keep calm, that’s all there is to it.

As usua] my watch was in the firercom
nas we pulled out to meet the overwhelm-
dng force the Japs were sending against
hs. We had no way of knowing how close
we were in the enemy, and our first in-.
dication of the joining of action was the
crash of our own guns. The destroyer was
hit We felt it jump under our feet, throw-
ing us half off balance. Again she was
hit, and agaln, ‘ :

' Angd then the sudden order, “Full shead
one engine, full astern on the other.”

i The deck plating slanted under our feet
®s the ship heeled over.

I understand that this maneuver gaved
the ship, that a big Jap battlewagon had
her guns trained on us, but that as we
made that turn, our bow dipped and the
water almost covered us so that to the
Jap it looked like we were headed for
the bottom, and she looked for other
fargets,

Then orders were coming so thick and
fast that I couldn't even keep the log.
Full astern. Full ahead. ] had to be every-
where in Number 2 fireroom, but the
crew thers never batiad an eyc. “Tho
. burner man,“Tralner, Fle, acted as though
it was all a drill and never for one mo--
ment did I see him hesitate. The water
in the gauge would be in sight for one
' moment, gone again the next, back again
in mnother, And any destroyer man will
" realize what would happen if we lost
_our water completely.

We'd been badly hit in the first few
moments of the batile. An 8-inch shell
had hit on the 11 mount, killing five
men there. A Third Class signalman on
the after steering station had lost a leg.
One man was killed outright at the range-
finder in the foremast and a Fire Con-
trolman, First Class, was wounded so
badly he died the next day. Part of the
same salvo went down through the deck
into the emergency radioroom, and killed
a Third Class Radioman there. $till an-
other 8-inch tore through the whaleboat,
and the same shell killed a Torpedoman
who was bent over the tubes,

A 1l4-Inch shell from the battlewagon
had smashed into the galley and had
killed the Chief Commissary Steward. An
Officer’s Cook, hit in T2 places with shrap-
nel, picked himself up on the deck and
carried the fatally wounded Chief out of
the galley.

All this happened in a matter of sec-
~onds as the battle raged in fury around




us. The Frisco, Hrrewa, Jurzav, and A1-
LANTA were trading salvas with Jap bat-
tlewagons and cruisers, and our tin cans
were attempting o attack with torpedoes
at the elose range.

The Aarox Waro was hit again with a

H-inch on the pori side of the deck. The
shell burst as it ricochicted off, and part
of it went down through the ventilation
sestem and smashed the forward distribuy-
tion buard, setling it afire, That threw the
entire load on the afer generator, with
the inevitable result that it tripped out—
and we were in darlmess,

It is at times like this that the guts of
A crew shows itself. Guls—end training,
The Aaron Warp haq plenty of both. It
was only another secahd before the emer-
gency lichts came o3, Nobody was ex-
cited. Every man washt his job as though
nothing had happered, The fires were

being fought, the weunded cared for, the
guns -were still talking,

But the ventilation system was out, and
the booster pumps went out along with
the evaporators. For the first time in all
the hectic maneuvering we lost water out
of the feed tanks aid the Aarox Wanrp
stopped dead.

Fortunately the man tide of battle had

swept past us. A Jap¥attlewagon burned .

fiercely a quarter mile off, and the Ar-
LANTA, near the beach and burning,
lighted up the water=n another sector.

At any moment, however, the fierce
fizht may turn our wgy and we'd be ex-
posed to the enemy Bye again. We had to
get up steam.

The executive offjcer, Mr. Becton, or-
dered the top ya : a tank. Wrenches
went to work, % “Form a bucket
brigade.” Every mar Det required at some
other task was lined"\"d;\, and ‘salt water
from the ocean itselfkpas passed across
deck and down to thgitank. That tank,
Bl12, had a 2000 gal pacity and we
filled it from five gall "buckets, passed
hand to hand. But weYot suction, just
as daylight began, toSpread a grey
through the blackness, bsure had never
dropped below 400 p 3

We could get underiiny
were still plenty of B Mties. The heat
was so terrific with tHé:Jvilation cut off
that we could only s’ Wilow for ten or
fifteen minutes at ' V.M was impos-
sible to use the mal, ~ ~¥) stops on the
hoilers and valving was accomplishe |
from the top side fircroom emecrpency
valve. CWT Gernet stood by this valve
with orders shouted by megaplione.

The Attanta was still burning, but she
was also firing, Jobbing shells into the Jup-
battleship that had been knocked out
during the night,

Shortly after dawn a tug came out from
Tulagi and helped us limp into the anchor-
age on that island. We were as battered

 and torn a ship as ever came inlo any

port, many of our crew dead, many more
wounded. But we were stil! afloat and we
had the scalp of a light cruiser on our
belt as well as an assist on a battlewagon
and probably torpede hits on others.
There will never be any certain crediting
of all the damage heaped on the Japs
that night. The fight was too furious, too
changing,

There now begen for us an ordea? only
second In ruggedness to the action itself.
We had to clean the boilers of the salt
from the sea water we'd been forced to
use, and we had to patch the holes, re-
pair the electrical distribution board, run

‘cables, and generally overhaul the ship—

all done thousands of miles from repair
facilities in a steaming jungle and with
Jap bombers overhead a daily occurrence.

We built a pipe line to a jungle spring
and ran fresh water into the Number 4
boiler. and rinsed out No. 1, 2 and 3 boil-
ers. Working for five days almost without
sleep we broke the boilers down and got
them back in commission again. Then we
lit them off and kept steady steam pres-
sure for 72 hours. Nine times we repeated
‘the boiling out process,

The Cantain wee . gording dmpatient and
finally the exec sent for me: “You ready
to go on that Number 4 boiler?” he asked.

I was glad I could say, “All set A cou-
Ple nuts to put on the superheater doors
and we're through'”

We got out of Tulagi under our own
steam, and that simple statement is as
great a tribute as can be paid the crew

. of the Aarox Warp, By all rights the ship

should have been on the bottom, or at
best towed out of there,

At the New Hebrides base we gave the
boilers znother going over, under more
leisurely working conditions, and finally
got her set for the long haul to Pearl
Harbor, .

I should like to be able to write that I
went back with the Aaron Warp, back to
Guadalcanal and Torpedo Junetion, and
that I was «withi ker the day the 98 bomb-
ers made their attack: I was transferred
and sent back to the States for new con-
struction before that time,

I have talked with some of the sur-
vivers of the ship since then, and they
told me of the Wane's last fight—how the
guns put up as beautiful a screen of fire
as has ever been witnessed, how they
fought, a second time, to save the ship.

On May 5 of this year a new Aarox
Warp took 1o the sea. She is the 2200-ton
class of destroyer leaders, and the third
vessel to bear the name. She is more
powerful than the others—but she has a
iradition to live up to that demands more
than speed and armament. She carries
the name of une of the fightingest ships
in this war! May she sail and fight in all
the glory of the little namesake, DD483!

—lf




UeSaSe Aaron

Ward (DD-483)

St. Louisan Stuffed Mattresses
In Holes Trying to Save Destroyer

Lieut, John G. Drew II
Floated O f f Sinking
Vessel and Was Picked
Up by Life Boat.

i

Efforts to save the destroyer
Anrror Ward after the ship had

bzen struck by Japanese bombs in
the South Pacific April 7 were de-
scribed today by Lieut. (J. g.) John
!Graham Drew II, chief engineer
and damage control officer aboard
the vessel, who is visiting his par-
ents, Mr, and Mrs. Charles 2.
Drew, 227 Orchard avenue, Web-
ster Groves.

Lleut. Drew told a Post-Dispatch
reporter he was at his post in the
forward engine room when the
first of two waves of Japanese
bombers struck whila the ship was
on convoy duty off Guadalcanal.

“The first I knew of the -raid”
he said, “was when I heard the
machine guns and then the five-
inch guns go into action and we
got a signal for flank speed on
the engine room telegraph. The
first bomb, a near miss, blew a
hole in a forward section., One
man up there was knocked uncon-
scious but the water that poured
in revived him before it was too
late and he swam to the ladder
and escaped.

“We had about a half-minute of
peace and the second wave came
over, We got a direct hit in an
after sectlon and the ship went
dead in the water and sank to the
decks. We worked below decks
stuffing towels, mattresses, and
anything we could find into the
holes, shoring them up with tim-
bers. We thought we could zave
her.” )

Destroyer Sinks.

Two tuga were sent out from

Tulagi, Lieut, Drew said, and took

LIEUT. JOHN GRAHAM
DREW II

missioned March 4, 1042, The ship
saw service at Midway, convoyed
Marines into Guadalcanal, was in;
the protective convoy for the car-
rler Wasp, and participated in the
battle off Savo Islend last Nov. 13.
In this fight the ship was com-
manded by Com. Orville F. Gregor,
a former resident of St. Louis, who
reported his ship damaged four en-
emy vessels, including & battle-
ship, and was in turn damaged by
shelltire. The communications of-
ticer on the ship was Lieut. (j. g.}
David W. Riesmeyer, son of Mr,
and Mra. Frederick H. Riesmeyer,
4624 Pershing avenue. s :
Satisfying Bombardments
Lieut. Drew said his most satis-
fying experience was a series of
bombardments of Japanese instal-
lations in the Solomons, earried
out last October and November. ¢
“We got some ammunitlon and
gasoline dumps and we could

- the -Ward in-tow.But-despite-ef-{ Watch through the glasses tha little

forts of the crew the ship sank a
few hours after it had been hit
Lleut. Drew said he was on the
after part of the deck and floated
-off into the sea. He was picked up
15 minuter later by & life boat from
one of the tugs. ’

i Lieut. Drew, who was graduated
from the United States Naval
Academy at Annapolis in 1841,
“was g member of the Ward's crew

from the time the ship was com-

yellow men running around after
each hit,” he recalied. "No, they
weren't trylng to repair the dam-
age, they were looking for & place
to hide.” _

Lieut. Drew, 22 years old, was
married June 4 at Stockton, Cal.,
to Misy Marian Bartels, daughter
of Capt. and Mrs. Henry C. Bar-
tels of Mtockton Fleld. Ha ar-
rived home Wedhesday night with -
his bride.







he nightime brawl of Friday the
““thirteenth {was) the most vicious
. half-hour of death and destruction

“ever racorded in the annals of naval
ea. fights,”"wrote I..awrence Cortes: in “'Bloody Friday
Qff Guadalcanal "

ttack Force' led by RADM Hiroaki Abe, consisting of
wo battleships, a light cruiser and 14 destroyers. The
ea battle that followed thwarted serious bombing of
-‘Handerson Field that,” wmte Samuel Eliot Morison in
truggle for’ Guadalcanal " would have stopped

ed n{anlry attacks against U S. Marines holding
*field,; and failed. A planned third and overwhsim-
g infantry attack was ‘planned for November 1942,
u'f'+dld not mate%ahze. largely because of Naval air-
2y from Uss Ehterpnse (CV 6) launching from Hen-
in, Marine Corps ‘aircraft based there. and the sur-

3lgeliing the girfield and landing their troops.

Q%that-ﬂuvember night, Aaron Ward (DD 483} led
vﬂeslroyers bringing up the rear of RADM Callag-

ﬁaq s: ‘column, steaming in the 20-sq. mi. body of water

“Sound by U.S. sailors. In the braw! that took
that night, “japanese and American ships min-
e minnows in a bucket,”” according to histerian

ship gunfire’ _battle that prevented the Japanese

The Midni

time later, Aaron Ward observed two torpedoes pass
beneath her and an instant later USS Barton (DD 599),
nearby, blew up. In the darkness of night with primi-
tive radar, Aaron Ward delayed launching torpedoes
when she sighted a ship she took to be San Francisco
(CA 38). Suddenly, out of the darkness, she discovered
Sterett (DD 407) heading directly toward her port side.
Al flank speed and with rudder-hard-to-port, Aaron
Ward nimbly avoided a collision.

A short time later, star sheils illuminated Aaron
Word but the destroyer had located the Japanese de-
stroyer Atatsuki. Commencing fire, Aaron Ward hurled
25 salvoes at the Japanese DD, which blew up and
sank. Changing course to bear on a new target. a Japa-
nese cruiser, Aaron Ward managed to get off four sai-
voes on director control before a Japanese shell put the
director out of action and forced the destroyer’s gun-
ners to shift to local control. Under heavy fire, Aaron
Ward took eight more hits and, by then badly damaged
and unable to identify friend from foe. stood out to
clear the area. At 0225, she lost normal steering control
and began steering with her engines. Five minutes [a-
ter, Aaron Ward went dead in the water, her forward
engine room flooded with salt water. But the ship was
not done. Crewmen doused most of the fires, sealed off
most of the flooded areas, managed to light the boilers
off, and Aaron Ward moved slowly ahead. A half-hour
later, the struggling ship again went dead in the water,
hut the fighting apparently had anded.

CDR Orville McGregor, commanding the destroyer,
was pushing toast and coffee into his mouth when XO
LCDR Frederick Becton brought the good news that
“Two Higgins boats (landing craft) are on the way to
push us to Tulagi.”” Suddenly. Aaron Ward shook
violently from two near-miss explosions. CDR McGre-
gor moved into action, muttering ‘'l thought this god-
dam fight was over!"' Aaron Ward had been discovered
by the Japanese hattleship Hiei which attacked the de-
stroyer with two four-gun 14" salvoes. At that time.
Aaron Ward got lucky. American planes from Hender-
son Field on Guadalcanal arrived and began working
over the Japanese battleship. The attack allowed the
destroyer to escape to safety. Aeron Ward had survived
nine direct hits. Fifteen crewmen were killed in action
and 57 wounded.

Refitted and repaired, Aaron Ward rejoined the Pa-
cific Fleel on 6 February 1943. LCDR Becton was now
her captain.

Durface Warfare






- ht Brawl

The Pacific war was far from won and a hot time
awaited every fleet combatant. Coastwatchers at Bougain-
ville in the Solomons reported a dramatic buildup of
Japanese aircraft and at noon on 7 Aprii 1943, Guadal-
canal broadcast '‘Air attack."” Wrote Theodore Roscoe
in “'U.S, Destroyer Operations in WWII"', “Down the
‘Slot’ were coming 67 Japanese ‘Val' dive bombers and
110 ‘Zeke fighters. . . . (ADM) Yamamoto had pulled
the trigger on 'Operation I' and the biggest air raid
since Pearl Harbor was bearing down on Guadalcanal
end Tulagi.

“Up from Henderson (Field) soared a flock of
76 U.S. fighter planes to intercept the aerial armada.
Then shortly after 1400 came the alarming broadcast
‘Condition very Red!” A horde of ‘Zekes’ flew into a
crowd of American fighters over 'Ironbottom Bay.' Dur-
ing the wild dogfight that ensued, 2 number of 'Vals’
penetrated the American screen and struck at targets in
the Sound."

Aaron Ward had been ordered to provide cover for
LST-449. Wrote Roscoe: *As the destroyer and LST
449 ran eastward, tugs Vireo and Ortolan and several
small craft tagged along, eager to avail themselves of
the destroyer's anti-sircraft cover. The little group of
fugitives were hurrying along the Guadalcanal coast
when the air battle exploded. Then at 1512 three 'Vals’
burst from a cloud bank and came piummating down a
blinding shaft of suniight.”

The destroyer went ahead flank speed and swung left
with full rudder. All 20mm guns on port side and both
40mm mounts opened fire at range of 1500 to 2000
yards. '“The gunnery officer had now seen these
planes,'’ wrote LCDR Becton, “‘swung 5'' guns to posi-
tion and opened fire with director control. Bombs from
the first three planes struck near and on the ship.”

The first bomb was a near miss on the port side but
the ship still suffered significant damage from it. **The
explosion,”” wrote LCDR Becton, ‘‘jarred the ship so
violently that the number five torpedo was thrown for-
ward in the barrel...thereby firing the torpedo and pro-
ducing a hot run. . . . The torpedo was stopped when
the warhead jammed into the after port corner of the
number one stack.’’

The second bomb was a direct hit in the after engine
room. It was a delayed action type and when it explod-
ed it raised the deck above the after engine rocom al-
most a foot and riddled it with shrapnel holes.

The third bomb fell off the port side of the after fire-
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room and the ship began to take on water. The fourth
and fifth bombs were also near misses along the port
side near the after engineroom. All of the near misses
landed within five yards of the ship.

Aaron Ward was fatally injured., but fighting on.
Wrote Roscoe: **All electrical power was lost on the 5

. gun mounts. Shifting to manual and jocal controls, the

gunners continued to bang away. The ship’s hull
plates were sprung by the blasting, and both firerooms
were soon swamped. . . .

*The destroyermen fought the battle damage with
every available means. . . . Six hours after the bomb-
ing, Aaron Ward was still afloat, but she was now far
over on her starboard beam.”

The crews of the tugs Ortolon and Vireo did all they
could to get the Aaron Ward pumped out and towed
into port or into water shallow enough to beach the
ship. Aaron Ward sank in 40 fathoms of water that
evening, less than three miles from Tulagi, her destina-
tion, and only 600 yards from shoal water. Down with
the gallant destroyer went her 27 honorable dead. The
remainder of her crew, including 59 wounded, were
taken off by the accompanying tugs.

“The gallant crew and officers of the ship were
splendid in their conduct during the action and in
their later efforts to save the ship.” wrote the CO,
LCDR Becton. ““They are, with one accord, particuiarly
desirous of staying together and of getting back on a
fighting ship to soon avenge the deaths of their heroic
shipmates."*

Exactly 46 years after the sinking of Aaron Ward,
USS Flatley (FFG 21}, CDR Robert V. Foley command-
ing, conducted a memorial service, commemorating
those who had given their lives in the WW II destroy-
er. Aboard Flatley were some of the survivors and fam-
ily members of those who had served aboard the sunk-
en destroyer. brought together by retired BMCS Ralph
Hutchinson, himself a survivor, invited by CDR Foley
and his crew. The service, planned by the Flatley
crew, came as a surprise to the survivars. "“They were
quite moved by it,”' said CDR Foley.

Following an invocation, and remarks by CDR Foley,
CAPT Glynn Q. Lane, COMDESRON EIGHT, and a sur-
viving crewmember, a floral wreath was cast overboard
as Taps was played. The ship's bell was struck once
for each man-of-warmen lost during those WWII sea

battles. i@
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The Double A

Her Crew Sang, “On Our Bow is 483, One of the Ships Japs Hate to See”

By ROLAND PREVOST us told to DON TERRIO

Aaron Warp took part in many
: an action in the South Pacific until

she was sunk Aprll 7, 1943. Before that
memorable night of November 13, 1942,
.we had operated in and out of the Guad-
alcanal area, convoy work mostly, and as
bombardment ship in support of the
,marines on the island.

But that November night is one I, and
thousands of others, will never forget.
With a cruiser and several destroyers, we
‘convoyed five ships loaded with troops
and supplies to Guadalcanal.

We were told of a large Jap ficet that

‘was headed our way, so our commander"

sent some of the destroyers off with the
cargo ships. At 2:35 the next morning,
our fleet of 13 ships faced a Jap force that
looked to be three times our size, and
we knew that things would soon be pop-

ping, We swiftly moved into battle form-~
| ation.

- I was In the crew’s head back aft get-
ting my little sick-bay ready in case we
should have any casualtles, joking with
some fellows who had their battle stations
in the handling room of gun three, as
we had done before. When they asked
me if I expected any patients I didn't
reply “No,” as I wsually did. I had a
‘feeling of dread that I never felt before
‘when wt thought we were going into
'battle.
- Just ag I finished setting up my first aid
_station, our guns opened up. I could hear
theé men above yelling, “Get those blank-
ety-blank shelis up here faster"—and
meanwhile, the men were putting out
the shells and sending them on the con-~
veyor faster than I'd ever seen them do
it before.

We ran full speed right In between the
two columns of Jap ships, and our first
target was a battleship., Star shells and
flares lit up the entire horizon like a giant
fireworks display. We fired at the battle-
ship, setting its fantail ablaze until one

of our own cruisers got in our line of fire,
Then we shot down through the J aps’

‘planes, blasting away on both sides as

fast as the boys could reload our guns.
It was a heavy slug-fest at point-blank
2,000 yard range.

Only a few seconds after our guns

opened up, I heard a sickening crash just
outside my station, I ran into the after
.radio shack with my first aid bag and
found a Radioman 3rd Class with his
head blown off and Haines, Radioman 1st

Class, wounded. His side was ripped open

.from his shoulder to his hip bone. I gave

him a shot of morphine, stopped the

- bleeding, and washed out the wound with

distilled water before sprinkling sulfa-

‘nilimlde powder over it. Pushing the flesh

back into place, I applied adhesive stitches

‘and a bandage.

As I helped Haines forward to a bunk

In the officer’s ward room, we noticed

shells coming toward us like great white

lights out of the night, and they whistled

o= they went overhead. We could even

feel their heat. I saw a torpedo wake
streaking toward us, and yelled, “Swing

‘us around”., Several torpedoes passed

across our bow, and we expected to get
hit again by either a sheli or a torpedo

.at any moment.

We were up as far as the forward fire-
room, Halnes ahead of me, when a sheli
hit our director. I saw a big piece of

_very heavy equipment falling toward us,

and I managed to pull Haines out of its
way just in time. It probably would have
killed him. His face was white as a sterile
bandage, and my knees might have been
knocking a bit too. Haines turned around
and gaid, simply, “Thank you, Frenchy”.
I knew how much he meant by those
few words.

. I put Haines in a bunl, and wished him
luck. By this time there was work for me
all over the ship. We were in the thick
of the battle and had already taken sev-

Editor'!s Note: Rolland Prevost, who told this story of the
U.S5.5. Aaron Ward (DD-483), was promoted from PhM2c to PhMic
(Pharmacist!s Mate, 1st Class) for "Especially meritorious
conduct? in the battle he described, now called "The Naval
Battle of Guadalcanal.” This article, dated "First of April,
1945," (publ ication unknown) is courtesy of Robert Imholte.
E. A, Wilde, Jr.
April, 1996




eral 5-inch and 8-inch shells. Ships were
burning all around us—a Jap destroyer
blew up only 1,000 yards away and I
could feel the blast of heat A heavy
cruiser keeled over nearby, apparently
hit by a torpedo.

A 14-inch shell hit in the galley, kill-
ing four men and injuring many others—
the Chief and I were too busy to coint
them. The only things I could see were:
fractured legs and arms and shrapnel
wounds of all kinds, No time now for
first aid “extras"-—only the necessary jobs
as quickly as possible, and on to the next

injured man, A thorough job and fast. All
hell had broken loose. Everywhere was
smoke, noise and shouting.

My greatest shock came when I found
one of my best friends, a Filipino boy
named Jimmy Revera, steward 2nd class,
lying with a broken leg and stomach
concussion. He had often played his
ukelele while I put on a grass skirt to
do a “hula” number to entertain the boys.

After the hattie, Jimmy died in my
arms in the hospital on Tulagi, saying,
“Doc, I don’t want to die, but I wouldn't
mind dying if I could only get a ecouple

tears of battle, that was the only time
I ever broke down. I bawled like a baby
and I didn't care who saw me.

I could hear the wounded boys in the
galley passageway praying and cursing,
and as long as I live I hope I never hear
anything like that again. They didn't yell
or cry, just prayed and cursed that the
yellow rats would pay and pay dearly.
i Somehow, the Chief and I got ell the
patients to a comfortable spot. The Chief
stayed with them, and I set off for other

of the ship where I knew help was
needed. As ] went out the hatch, some-
body said. *You'd better stay under cover,
Doc. You'll never get anywhere with all
that firing going on.”

wounded men were looking for me to
do my job, so I went ahead.

Somebody else yelled, “Good luck, Doc.”

Guns were blazing away all around me
when I went back to the after deck house,
which had been hit hard. Another shell
crashed into us as I was halfway up the
ladder, It blew me off the ladder and took
off most of my clothes, but I was only
scratched and continued to go topside.

Somebody called from below, “They're
all dead up there.” But I had to make
sure. I heard someone breathing, and I
got down on my hands and knees in the
blackness and blood to tug on the arms
and legs of the dead men. I knew that
sooner or later the man who was still

of those Japs.” Among all the blood and’

I knew I couldn't stay under when-

-2-

alive would moan when I pulled on him.
Once 1 jerked an arm loose from its
socket. Cursing the Japs for all I was
worth, I ' hurled §t off intc the darkness.

The next tug brought me luck, and by
the light, from the flares outside I could
see one of the wounded man's legs was
badly mangled. It was utterly hopeless
to try to save it, and his life hung in
the balance, I quickly applied a tourni-
quet and performed an emergency ampu-
tation, giving him morphine at intervals

“His shock conditlon was fair, and he let
out just one whimper before I finished
the job and brought him up forward to
the ward room and comfort. That kid
had more plain guts than I ever hope to
see again, and I salute him sincerely.

I made sure that everything was well

in the ward room, and then went up on
_the bridge and the director. The firing
“was over, and our ship had gone dead
still in the water, I gave first aid treat-
‘ment to four men on the bridge, where
several more had been killed.

In all, the Chief and I had 73 injured
men to treat, so we were kept jumping.
Most of the wounded were hit by shrapnel
or flying bits of metal. An officer’s steward

_had 72 pleces of ghrapnel in him, and an-

_other man had 43. I didn't remove shrap-
nel pleces during battle unless they were
" close to the surface. Chloramine ‘T' germ-
icide molution, sulfanilimide powder and
bandage were the usual treatment. It's a
good treatment too, and thanks to sulfa
_there wasn't a single case of :niect.lon
_later,
~ Our little ship took a good number of
direct hits from larger Jap vessels, three
. of them 14-inch shells, and our mast was
knocked off. But our gunners knew their
_stuff. We were credited with sinking a
 light cruiser and damaging a battleship
“and two destroyers. We saw fires and ex-
plosions on the cruiser—then she blew up.
_The other ships caught 40 or 50 of our
shells. In the confusion of the battle, the
.Japs were finally firing at their own ships.
The engagement lasted about 35 min-
utes, and we had no electricity during the
last ten minutes of fighting. After stand-
ing dead for a while, we were finally
'able to get underway again under our
own power. However, we broke dowm
again just at dawn, with a crippled Jap
battleship only four or five miles away.
The battleship straddled us with 14-
inch shells, and we thought we were a
cooked duck. She probably would have
sunk us if some of our bombers hadn’t
roared over just then to polish her off.
They were mighty good to see, and some-
body shouted, “Boy, that's cooperation.”
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A tug finally towed us into port .

We lost 15 men in that battle—their
bodies lie honored in the soil on Tulagi.

Our next (and last) major engagement
was on April 7 last year. Our ship had
been repaired and put back in fighting
trim—and this time we had a doctor
aboard,

A low fog hung over the Sclomons
that afternoon, and we were on the look-
out for 98 Jap bombers headed our way.
Standing amidships, I was one of the first
to spot them come out of the clouds just
above us, twisting and turning to get out
‘of the fire of our planes hot on their tails.
Six of the Jap planes peeled off and dove
siraight down. At first 1 thought they
were hit and were trying to land on us,
but suddenly I realized ... 6 dive bombers.
. Three of the bombers came right for
me—or 50 it seemed. The others headed
for the front part of the ship. I didn't
know what to do, so I just stood there,

Again I heard that sickening erash of
steel, and I was blown 15 feet into the
air. 1 remember saying to myself, “Damn,
they got me.” But I came down kicking
in a 3-point landing, with three men on
top of me. I yelled to the others to get
the hell off, I had work to do. One of them
did, but the other two were dead and 1
had to push them off,

A sharp pain shot through my left leg,
and when I stood up I discovered I could
not stand on my left foot. A piece of
shrapnel had fractured my beel bone, and
I caught another pizce in my side. My
first aid bag was blown away.

Somebody yelled, “The ship’s going
down" and two young sailors cleared the
rail in one leap and landed in the water.
I forgot all about my h<el and ran up for-
‘ward to get another first aid bag.

I found the doctor and the Chief up
to their necks with wounded. The doctor
asked me if I was hua:t. 1 sail, “No,”
grabbed some bandages, and went to
work. We quickly filled a boat which
came alongside with our patients.

The doctor noticed 1 was trying to
keep my weight off my left foot. “What's

the matter?” he asked me,

1 replied, “I must have hurt my foot
during the excitement.”

“That foot Is as big as a balloon. Sit
down and take it easy,” the doctor sald.

My heel was throbbing, but there was
work to be done. Many of the engine room
men were seriously burned when de-,
layed-action bombs exploded. Others had
fractured legs and arms which needed
setting. 1 kept going until all the patients
were cared for and put in a gig to be

sent to hospitals on the beach, or on the

tug which came out to tow us in.
I was looking after the patients on the
tug when the call “Abandon Ship” rung

cut on the AARON WaRp'at 2130 that night.
She was going down fast, and the men

still aboard her jumped for the tug. Most
of them were lucky and made it. A few
less: fortunate men missed, and I shall
never forget their screams as they were
caught between the tug and the destroyer.
My doctor was on the Aanon Warp, and
was able to get aboard the tug with only
a badly bruised leg.

The AAroN Wamn sank quickly, going

down stern first. She had been home to
many of the men, and they loved her.
It wasn't a cheerful crowd that watched
her final plunge from the tug. Most of
us had tears in our eyes. )
. We had a song on the Aaroy Waro
which some of our men had written titled,
“The Double A" for the first two letters
of her name. We stood at the rail of the
tug singing this song to the tune of the
“Notre Dame Victory March."

“Cheer, cheer, .for the new ‘Double A’

With plenty of ammunition we're
underway.

Beware, you slant eyes, here we come,

We're out to sink the Rising Sun.

“On our bow is 483

One of the ships the Japs hate to see
While our crew goes blasting onward
Onward to Victory.”
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Becton, Frederick Jul ian LCdr.

*Hoolhorst, Robert A.

*Orew, John Graham, 11

*leBaron,

Riesmeyer, David w.

Conant, Ernest R.
*Hill, Fred Cregan
*A/lyn, Burt C,

*Ber!/, Warren H.
*Haughey, Lawrence E.
*Lawson, Llouis R., Jr.

*Waestphall, Joseph A.
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First Lieutenant
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Ass!t. Eng. Officer
Ass!t, Eng. Officer
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in this attack.

p was sunk by Japanese
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Muster Roll of the GCrew, 7 April 15431

ABGOTT, Car! Hurshell

ADY, Issac William
**ALBERS, Richard Eugene

ALBERT, EIf (n)

ALLEN, Donald Earl

ALTIS, James Edward
ANDERSON, Herman Les!ie
ANDREWS, Joseph Thomas
ASHWOQD, Lannie "y"
*AUTEN, Donald Scott

AYLWARD, William Gabriel
BAGUET, Charles August
BAKKE, Amos Theodor
“BALTUTAT, Jul ius James
BANE, Charlie Lee

BARKLEY, James Falls
BARROW, Robert E£. Lee., Jr.
BAYER, Frank (n)

BENJAMIN, John (n)

BENNETT, Albert Lester

BERNARD, Thomas Joseph
BETHKE, Wilfred Herman
BISHOR, Richard Phillip
*BLACKFORD, Earnest William
BODROG, John (n)

*30WEN, James Wwilliam
BRENNAN, Francis "y
*%8RODY, "H" Nathaniel
*BROWN ING, Emmett (n)
*BRUCE, Wwilliam Howell

%BUGEN, Phil (n)

**BURDOCK, Joseph Andrew
BURIER, George

*BURST, Walter George, Jr.
CAMPBELL, Roland Cecil

*CANADAY, Gordon Kent
*CARFLYE, Orlando (n)
CARLISLE, Garland Reed

CHA ISSON, Henry Joseph
CHAMBERLA IN, John Chandler

*CHERRY, Charles Harmon
*CHRISTENSEN, Charles Everett
CLARK, Rolan Randol!ph
*CLINE, John Joseph

CLUTTER, Homer Edward

604=-90-68
628~24-05
368-~39.64
730-02-98
563-01 05

658-94-99
658-9U4=569
250-59-35
624-34-51

337=-08=-04

652~15=72
250-71-91
638-08-u48
623-51-83
355~55-16

656-~06=79
406-16-50
300-76-28
614-19=04
606=26-00

606-27-03
328-~62=90
610=49-.80
632=20-26
224-04-61

266~18=22
238-57-98
602-07=-61
295=80=21
6341123

646-98-56
296-04-24
296-04=24
645-01-84
665=-02-99

336-41-52
652=14=77
61 4=99=-95
4 5=-02=-49
655=04~4i

274-84-93
563-00-86
382-67-83
652=-15-36
669-36-04

SZc
Ste
MM? ©
S2¢
S2e

SZ2e
S2¢
FC2c
S2¢
RM2¢

Ste
Ste
Ste
S2ce
CCStd

MM2e
Stc
Stc
FC3c
M3c

SF2c
SM3c
Ste
Fece
Cox

FCrc
MM2 ¢
SoM3c
Cox
S2¢c

CSP
F2c
Fee
S2c
S2¢

CcT™
Filc
S2¢
S2c
Ste

SZc
Slec
S2c¢
SoM3c
SZ2¢






COFFEE, Kenneth Woodrow

COLEMAN, John Joseph Jeremiah

*CONDON, James witlliam
*CONNER, William Henry
CORMANY, Harry Ernest

COX, James Madison
COX, Robert Hedrick
CROUCH, Gerald Damon
CRUM, Clyde Edward
CRUSE, Joseph Richard

**CUTRIGHT, Cheslie Claude
**ODANNER, Maynard Hughes
DAVIDSON, E, L, Trint
*DAVIDSON, Robert William
DAY, George H., Jr.

DEAN, James Alexander
DECKER, Paul Clayton
DeCLUSIN, Lioyd (n)
DERTZ, Max Ol iver
DEITZ, William Baker

DENUSE, Rudolph (n)
DESRUISSEAUX, Edward Romeo
DEUMER, Ernest (n)

**DEVER, Lowell Maurice
DIEFENBACH, Gilbert william

DIEFENBACH, Wwill iam Chariles
DIGIROLAMO, Damian E.

0!I GIOVANNI, Joseph (n)
DIGNAN, Clarence Thomas

D! MAURO, Salvators

DI ROSA, Angelo Cristano
DISHMAN, Henry Smith, Jr.
*D0DD, kKenneth Bertram
DOMIRCOVITCH, George Robert
DUNCAN, Wwillard Harrison

*»DZ [AMBA, Demetrius (n)
*ECKLES, Joe "H"

*ELAM, Carl! Martin
*ENGDAHL, Sidney Gilbert
*FAGAN, Thomas James

*FARNSWORTH, Melvin Chester
FERGUSON, Roy William
FISH, walter Gerard

*»f [ANAGAN, Estel! Donovan
FLINN, Frederick Terence

342-07=-38
606~25-58
669=32-92
615=00~79
381-58-389

6149943
620~12-88
626-25-87
615-00-93
274=50-09

658-01 -84
268-92-50
266=-48=46
202~-16-09
608-05=20

224-60-71
614~17-17
376-77=-04
627~05-09
212=-59=-50

562=01 =06
606-26~14
646~16~86
623-38-85
668=-36-72

668=-36=-15
606-25-60
6351=20-15
£83-67-35
648-33-10

606~25-61
658-95-35
371+99=-25
301=-01-27
381=-12-17

600~10-59
267-92=51
670=-76-78
638-23-28
223=50=-04

606=20-71
283-16=41
21 4=77=36
291~17-79
610=49-27

SCte
Ste
S2e
S2¢
S2c¢

S2¢
Ste
S2e¢
S2e
S2¢

MM2¢
MM2 ¢
Fle
RM3¢
Fe

Ste
S2¢
F2e
S2e
MM2e

Fle
Ste
Fle
F2c
Stc

‘src

Ste
S2c
Ste
Fle

Stce
S2c
CMtc
S2c¢
MMT ¢

Fle
8M1 ¢
S2c¢c
Ste
FC2c

GM2c
MM! ¢
BT2c
SK1c
Ste






U.S5.5. Aaron Ward (DD-483); Muster Roll,

*FLUHART, Bernard Frankl! in
FOLEY, Royce Calvin
**FORMAN, Steven Joseph
FOSS, Reginal Dawson
FOURNIER, Raymond Lionel

SFRETWELL, Durwood Loraine
FRIGON, Roland Joseph
GAITHER, Ellsworth Cash .
GALLOWAY, William Glenn

%GARNETT, Eskel Ree

*GIDDINGS, Harvey James
*GONZALES, Anthony Romaldo
GOODMAN, Mer! Lee
GOODRICH, Lewis Martin
*GREEN, Kenneth Edward

*GREER, Robert George
GREGORY, Alfred James
w*HAN IFAN, John Thomas
HANSEN, Clark Martin
HARMAN, Robert Keith

*HART, Frederick Thomas
HAUSE, James Van
HENSEL, Adalbert walter
HICKEY, Robert Charles
IMHOLTE, Robert Otto

INGRAM, Howard Kelly

INGRAM, Wilbert (n)

JAMES, John William
*%JANICKI, Edward (n)

JANUSZK  ACZ, william Thomas

JERROD, Howard Thomas
JONES, Junius Culbreth, Jr.
KARPPEL, Alvin Sumner
KEELER, James Russell
KEITH, Preston L.

*WELLY, Lee Roy
KENDALL, Frank Monroe
KIBBEY, Clifford Elmer
K s Harry Robert
“*KNIGHT, William Frances

KO R, Leonard (n)

KRULEK, Alphonsus (n)
LACHNEY, Fallis Joseph
LANDRUM, Ot is Hester
*LASKOWSK 1, Joseph Stanley
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614-16-85
670=-01=41
214=77=43
262~59-Uy
666=12+69

274-54=-85
212-77=-10
634=-11-59
283-68-09
286=90-84

614-20-10
410=-15-57
618=-74=-32
350-80-87
393-37-25

311-92-61
614=20=09
283-67-62
316~52-96
311-48-03

201 =53-99
370=83-57
328-27-82

? ~12-72
328-72-51

262-76-33
646-36=-80
202-16=90
600-10-55
648-23=-79

620~13-28
262-~63-54
666-12-77
295-77-32
604~86=19

271-82-06
625-13=-90
C2U4=19-49
670-18-69
E54~78-63

628-93-92
622-48-29
C44~-61~75
265-972-14
223=-33-64

Sece
SoM3c
EM2c
SC2e
Stc

TM3e
GM3c
Cox
Ste
cwT

Fle
TM3c
F2e
Yic
Cox

Ste
S2c
Fte
Ste
ARMZ2c

SM1 ¢
Ste
CMsmth
Ste
GM3c

St1e
Cox
Fle
MM2c
SZ2e

GM3c
FC3c
Ste
GM2e
SZ2¢

CBMm
Sec
SoM3c
RM3c
Fece

S2e
St1c
F3c
Stc
BMt ¢
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LAYNE, Howard Kesseler
LEW!S, Edward

LITTLE, Lawrence Andrew
LOHMAN, Lindsey warren
LONG, James Joseph

LO GURDO, Joseph J.
LUKOMSKI, Raymond Faustyn
LYNN, Charies William
*MABEN, Sim Edward

**MAC DONALD, John James
MADDEN, James Thomas
MANGERIAN, Harry, Jr.

*MARSHWALL, Eugene Jerome
MARSHALL, Jacob Lloyd

MARSHALL, William Leo
*MASON, Wiley Ray

McCLELLAN, David Laton
*»*McCORD, Paul "C"
*McDOW, George Harold

*McDONELL, Webster Lafayette
McGINNIS, Thomas Edward
McLAIN, Roger Sherman

“MEADER, Glenn Leroy
MILLER, Irvin {(n)

MILLION, Charles Joseph, Jr.
MINEAR, Thomas Frankl in
*MITCHELL, Wayne
*MONTGOMERY, George C.
**MOORE, William lra

MULLER, Eugene Francis
*MUSARRA, Joseph Francis
*NIGLIO, Albert Michael
*NOBLE, Frank, Jr.

PARKS, Robert Glenn

*%*Q'BRIEN, Raymond Hanley
O'NEILL, K!ine Ferdinand, Jr.
*PECOR, Timothy Edward
PENUEL, Ben Henry
*2PERKINS, Earl Maurice

*PETTIT, Bobie Lee
PILLING, Waldo Leon
PINNEY, Lloyd Lester

*PORCARO, Pellegrino (n)

*POWERS, James Presley

Page &

S562«99~29 S2c¢
291-61-38 SC2c
606=25=-32 F3c
329-03=87 Ste
228=29-~88 CMM
600=-77~18 S2c
610=43=42 Ste
297-23-31 MMt c
336-93-53 GMI ¢
204 =43-42 MM1 ¢
267~-38-62 CFC
212=77=11 Ste
385-59-77 CRM
262-61=67 Mattze
400-95-86 Flc
640-35-19 Ste
287 -26~43 Cox
295=17-21 MM1c
606~25~76 Filc
272=-87=-69 SC3c
342=32-70 Y3e
341-95=13 ¥Tic
316~75~12 S2¢
6-97-82 Fle
224-40-68 Fle
670=47-18 S2c¢
360-20-85 FC2e
652~14=46 ¥Tec
650-22-28 MM2e
563-90-36 MoMM2c
223-93-26 Cox
243-53-78 Ste
201 -96~17 S2¢
652=15=19 File
663-14~-86 F3c
612=-35~-15 F3c
6461441 GMZc
272~04=-06 GMic
381 =-57-31 SZe
385=-82-32 RM2c
202=13=71 Fece
6223761 Fle
606=-25-91 Flc
205~55=~71 EMIc
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*PREVOST, Rolland Joseph
PRICHARD, Wwade Allen
PRICHETT, Jack Tesly
RABB, Richard Leon

*RALPH, Robert James

REYNOLDS, Murray Wynne
RHODEHALMEL, John Ray
ROBERTO, J. Leon Guarroro
ROBERTSON, Gerald Allen
*RODECKER, Nicholas Edward

RODES, Henry Albert
*ROY, Armand William
RUIDA, Peter Rodriguiez
RUSBULOT, Robert Paul
*SALAMON, Daniel (n)

SCHARK, Allen Edward
SCHWARZBACH, Ralph Owen
**SEHLER, Cecil! Thomas
*SEWELL, David Eugene
SHUNSTROM, Albert Crane

**SJEGFRIED, Leroy Glenn
S IMMONS, Charles Marqulis
*5 IMMONS, George Edward
*S IMONEAU, Peter Charles
SINGLETON, Herbert George

S ITKO,

SMITH,
**SMITH,
w*SMITH,
*SMITH,

Edward (n)
Clarence Bailey
Francis WwWilliam
Keith Rgn
Luther Lleon

SMITH,
*SMITH,
*2SMITH,

Robert Jackson
Leland Connor
witlia |,

e e am W we me

201 -68-91
287 -46-89
393~-68=97
360=-04=84
311 -47~07

201 =23=-59
553=54-24
421=-02=75
342=-17=-65
223=37=34

274=25-31
212=21-48
562=-58-71

234-12-16

212=-62-74

300-50-99
368-50-20
267-78-35
616-67-25
201 =83=47

402-01-02
272=-17~66
207=11=49
666-08-39
264~51=05

223=-39-92
666=10=22
646=-31=-21
632-78=60
337-44-98

262-56~90
375~74-64
640-04=-60

**SPANGENBERGER, Carl! Conrad Jr.300-31-18

SQUIRES, Ellis Monroe

*STEGNER, Frederick Alfred
*STINGLEY, Francis Claire
**STORK, Edward Adam
*TALBOT, John Herbert
*TEBBETTS, Henry Manfred

*TODHUNTER, Clifford James
TRAYNOR, Edward Alfred, Jr.
*TSOLAKOS, Sam John
*TUTTLE, Alford Martin
VAL IKAIL, :

224-35-70

224-61-12
206=-29=42
652-09=68
212=76-12
201 -98~34

224~61-13
652-14-24
724-65-23
385-76-86
622-40~-47
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VERDUGO, Ernest Fredrick 381 -50=-87 S2¢
VERONA, David Allison 224=-61~14 F2c
WALKER, John Lewis 606=12=59 F2e
WALKER, Nathaniel 575-76-17 Matt3c
WALTHER, Bruce Harry 622-54-34 SC3c
*WALSH, Edward Patrick CUE=42 =4S F2c
WATHEY, Jesse Roberts 632-93-00 Ste
WATKINS, Erwin (n) 337-93-45 Matt3c
*WATSON, Clarence Robert 614-27-82 Fle
WATSON, George Alexander 262-89-67 RM1 e
w%WE[HS, Alfred Peter 620-39-83 Flec
WE 1SS, John (n) 622-54~71 S2c
*WELLS, Eugene (n) 287 =62-92 F2c
*WESPETAL, Ol iver Stephen 610=71=74 Ste
*WESSEL, Hubert Virgil 634-25-52 Ste
WICHMAN, Ernest Charles 375=-70=41 CSF
**WESE, John George 299=87~11 8M2¢
WIiLLIAMS, George 8. 610-39~83 F3c
wWILLIAMS, Marion G. 283-12-70 B8M1 ¢
WILSON, Edwin 368-04~21 TM1c
*WINGATE, Virgil Raymond 269-11-52 SoMzc
wiTl, Lawrence 311 =-46-96 Ste
WOLF, Dewilton Dow 610=-74-82 Ste
WOODMAN, Clinton Albert 238-83~-50 Ste
*%YOTT, Gerald (n) 311-33-35 MM1 ¢
YOUNG, Raymond Archibald 666-08-21 SF3c

¥ N N K NN RN N

1 Source: The final muster roll for the ship, dated &/24/43, on mi-
crofilm at the National Archives. Due to poor image qual ity a
few names are Incomplete, and some may be misspelled.

* Wounded (¥% Killed) when the ship was sunk by Japanese dive bomb-
ers off Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, on 7 April 1943, according
to the casualty report prepared by Chier Pharmacist's Mate A. W.
Roy, USN, on 11 April 1943,

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement
Killed Wounded Wounded on 4/7/43
Ofrficer 0 10 3 13
Enlisted 27 71 152 250
TOTALS 27 81 155

263

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
October, 2000
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The monument overlooking Purvis Bay, an inlet in Florida Island, about twenty miles northeast of
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Istands. Dedicated on April 30, 194k, this bronze
plaque reads: "In memory of the officers and men of the United States Navy and All ied Navies who
gave their |ives -~ -~ Iron Bottom Bay - ~ 1942~43 - - Dedicated by Members of the Iron Bottom Bay
Club - - Port Purvis, Solomons Islands - - 20 March 1944," U,S8, Navy ships lost [n the vicinity

fnclude seven crulfsers and fifteen destroyers. {Oofficial U,S. Navy photograph taken in 1945,)







NAVY DEPARTMENT

H)LD FOR RELEASE
MORNING NEWSPAPERS
JUNE 5, 1944

PLAQUE DEDICATED TO OFFICERS AND MEN LOST IN ““IRON BOTTOM
BAY"

a bronze plague, the first and only battle memorial so far
erscted In the Solomons Islands, was dedicated April 30, 1944, to the
officers and men of the United States and Allied Navies who died

in the flerce battles in ““Iron Bottom Bay.''

_ The plaque was unveiled on a small palm-studded hill overlooxing
Purvis 2ay, inlet in Florida Island, British Solomons Islands. On the hill
now stands the Iron Bottom Bay Club, an officers’ recreation center built
by the Seabess, In the bay below,approximately a half million tons of
ships of the U.S. Navy, and of the enemy lie on the bottom. It was there
that such noble men of war as the cruisers ASTORIA, VINCENNES

and CHICAGO were sunk in battle. About 270,000 tons of Jap ships sank
there.

The Reverend James Edwards, representing the Anglican Bishop
of Melanesia, unveiled the memorial before a gathering of Naval officers
and enlisted men on the hill,dte of the original episcopal residence
of the Bishop of Melanesia, which was dismantled by the Japs. The
land is owned by the Church of England. A Protestant and a Catholic
chaplain of the fleet gave the invocation and benediction.

Rear Admiral Robert W. Hayler, U.S.N., of 800 East Washington
Street, Muncie, Indiana, who participated in the last sea action fought
in Iron Bottom Bay -- the Battle of Tassafaronga, November 3C, 1942 -~
spoke briefly. He paid tribute to ‘‘all those members of the Allied land,
air and sea forces who In the beginning fought against such fgg.rful
odds and in every case accomplished what they set out to do.

“Our enemy overran Tulagi early in April, 1942’ Rear Admiral

Hayler began. “On May 4, just two years ago, one of our carrier task
forces struck Tulagi and sent to the bottom some four ships -- thus starting
a series of actions which resulted literally in paving th2 bottom of the

sez in this vicinity with ships.

“On July fourth of the same year, the Japanese landed in considerable

strength on Guadalcanal and a little more than a month later, on August 7ii,
our troops landed herz and at Guadalcanal. R was many months thereafter
before we had forces and equipment really adequate for the tasks assigned us.

‘%t is altogether fitting,”’ Rear Admiral Hayler continued, ‘‘that

this tablet be erected in the Purvis Bay Area, because it was on this
side where our troops first landed and where we suffared our greatest

losses.”'



-2-

Addressing Reverend Mr. Edwards, Rear Admiral Hayler

sa.d:

‘“yor and your associates will have no difficulty in rem smbering
those early days. And since your work will continue long after ours
is done, we give this merorial into your keeping. In so doing we
inow that it will remain a lasting tribute to those for whom it is
dedicoted; and a source of inspiration and courage for those who core
hereafter,’’

Reverend Mr. Edwards szid in reply that he was proud
to accept in the name of his Bishop the ‘‘sacred duty of caring for the
ghrine. It will be cared for with respect love and dignity. God

grant that we may always be Inspired by their geeds '

The plaque carries this inscription: “In memory of the
officers and men of the United States Navy and Allied Navies who
gave their lives -- Iron Bottom Bay -- 1942-43 -~ Dedicated by
Mzmbers of the Iron Bottom Bay Club -« Port Purvis,Sclomons

Islands -« 20 March 1944"°,

United States ships that went down in the Iron Bottom Bay
and vicinity were: ASTCRIA, QUINCY, VINCENNES, ATLANTA,

JUNEAU, NCRTEHAMPTON and CHICAGO,cruisers; JARVIS,
USS BLUE, DUNCAN, BARTON, CUSHING, LAFFEY, MONSSEN,

PRESTON, WALKE, BENHAM, DEHAVEN, and AARON WARD,
all destroyers; the destroyer transports COLHOUN, GREGORY,

LITTLE, the tanker KANAWHA; the transport JOHN PENN; fleet
tug SEMINOLE; two cargo ships and four PT boats. The
Asustralian cruiser CANBERRA also was lost there.

Japanese ships sunk in the area include two battleships,
three cruisers, eleven destroyers, eight transports and seven
other auxiliaries,

Captain Andrew G. Shepard, U.S.N,, 235 Cobbs Hill Drive,
Rochester, New York, first president of the Club, composed the

words on the plague. Frank Czajkowski, Quartermaster, Second Class, USNR,

of 20 Milton Avenue, Amsterdam, New York, designed the lettering,
A fleet tender made the plaque. |

The Club was an outgrowth of several small and inadequate
officers’ recreation centers-- the Club Des Slot, the APD Beach
and the PT base recreation center -- to which officers came between
battles of the Solomons. Rear Admiral A. Staunton Merrill, U.S.N.,
of Natchez, Mississippi, formerly a Task Force Commander in the
South Pacific, is credited with the initiative in the movement to build
the club. He since has been ordered to Washington as Director
of the Navy’'s Office of Public Relations. Captain Grayson B. Carter,
U.S.N., El Cordova Hotel, Coronzdo, California, is currently president

of the Club, and was present at the unveiling.



"For us who were there, or whose friends were there, Guadalcanal
is not a name but an emot ion, recall ing desperate Fights in the
air, Purious night naval battles, Prantic work at supply or con-~
struction, savage fighting in the sodden jungle, nights broken
by screaming bombs and deafening explosions of naval shells."

- Commander James C. Shaw, the major contributor to Volume V of

Samuel Eliot Morison's History of United States Naval Opera-
t ions in Worild War 1i; The Struggle for Guadalcanal (Boston:

Little, Brown & Co., 19&9). Rear Admiral Shaw, USN (Ret.)
died on December 4, 1988.

Editor's Nota: Rear Admiral Shaw!s widow, Eiizabeth R, P. Shaw, has gracious=
Ty shared with me the letters her rirst husband, Commander Van O. Perkins,
USN, wrote in 1944 ralating how he arranged the dedication ceremony for this
monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island, The intent was "to make this a per-
manant part of America,” in recognlition of the hard flght Ing and great per-
sonal sacrifices which characterized the Guadalcanal Campaign, Commander
Parkins was killed in actlon aboard the U,5.,5, 8irmingham (CL-62)} on October
24, 1944, during the invasion of the Philillppines.

E. Andrew ¥ilde, Jr.

March, 1995












The American WiWll Memorial overlooking Point Cruz and Iron Bottom Sound, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, was
ded icated on August 7, 1992, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the landings there by the U.S. Marines
in World War [l. About 20,000 people attended the ceremony, including many service personnel and over 500
foreign visitors., Many of the local residents walked Por days in order to witness the dedication. Panels
list the U.S. and Allied ships lost or damaged in the campaign and describe the seven naval battles Pought
in nearby waters. The polished red granite used in the walls with the panels and in the 2u-foot high py-
lon were delivered to the site by the Royal Austral ian Navy. The Guadalcanal-Solomon Islands War Memor ial
Foundat ion raised $500,000 and the U.S. Government authorized $750,000 to cover construction costs. (Pic~
ture and panel! inscriptions courtesy of Joseph G. Micek, the Foundat ion's Treasurer and Pro ject Manager.)




WALL: 2 - TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED I
04/25/1991 PANEL 106 - TYPE D - FACE L

U.S. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
SUNK DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGHN
7 AUGUST 1942 -~ 9 FEBRUARY 1943

IRCRAFT CARRIER
- HORNET, WASP

HEAVY CRUISERS
ASTORIA, CHICAGO, NORTHAMPTON, QUINCY,
VINCENNES, CANBERRA (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY)

LIGHT CRUISERS
ATLANTA, JUNEAU

DESTROYERS
BARTON, BENHAM, BLUE, CUSHING,

DE HAVEKR, DUNCAN, JARVIS, LAFFEY,
MEREDITH, MONSSEN, O'BRIEN,
PORTER, PRESTON, WALKE

MOTOR _TORPEDO BOATS
PT-37, PT-43, PT-44, PT-111,

PT-112, PT-123

TRANSPORTS
COLHOUN, GEORGE F. ELLIOTT,

GREGORY, LITTLE

FLEET TUG SEMINOLE



WALL: 2 -~ TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED II
04/25/1991 PANEL 107 -~ TYPE D - FACE L

U.S. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
DAMAGED DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGK
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

BATTLESHIPS
NORTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA

HEAVY CRUISERS
CHESTER, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS,

PENSACOLA, PORTLAND,
SALT LAKE CITY, SAN FRANCISCO

LIGHT CRUISERS

BOISE, HELENA, SAN JUAN,
ACHILLES (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

DESTROYERS
AARON WARD, BUCHANAN, FARENHOLT,

GWIN, HUGHES, LA VALETTE, MAHAN,
MUGFORD, O'BANNON, PATTERSON,
RALPH TALBOT, SMITH, STERETT

DESTROYER MINESWEEPER ZANE

CORVETTE
KIWI (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY}

MOTOR TORPEDO HBOAT PT-59

IRANSPORTS
BARNETT, ZEILIN

CARGO SHIPS
ALCHIBA, ALHENA

SEAPLANE TENDER MC FARLAND







WALL: 1 -~ TITLE - THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN
04/25/1991 PANEL 104 - TYPE C - FACE R

THE NAVAL CAMPAION

FROM THE INITIAL LANDINGS ON 7 AUGUST 1942 TO THE
JAPANESE EVACUATION OF GUADALCANAL IN FEBRUARY 1943,
THE U.S. RAND THE JAPANESE NAVIES WERE ENGARGED IN SEVEN
SPECIFIC RAVAL BATTLES. IN ADDITION, THROUGHOUT THE
CAMPARIGN, NUMEROUS SMALLER NAVAL ACTIONS TOOK PLACE
INVOLVING CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, NAVAL AIRCRAFT, MOTOR
TORPEDO BOATS AND SUBMARINES IN WHICH PLANES AND SHIPS
OF BOTH SIDES WERE DAMAGED OR SUNK. SO MANY JAPANESE
AND AMERICAN SHIPS OF ALL CLASSES WERE SUNK, INCLUDING
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS, THAT THE WATER AREA
BETWEEN GUADALCANAL AND FLORIDA ISLAND BECAME KNOWN AS
"IRONBOTTOM SOUND."

THE FIRST SIX ENGAGEMENTS WERE MAJOR NAVAL
BATTLES: FOUR OF THESE WERE NIGHT GUNFIRE ACTIONS AND
TWO WERE CARRIER-AIR BATTLES. THE SEVENTH (RENNELL
ISLAND) WAS A TYPICAL SEA-AIR BATTLE SIMILAR TO MANY
OTHERS FOUGHET DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN, BUT THE
ORLY ONE OF SUFFICIENT MAGNITUDE TO BE RECORDED IN
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY WITH A NAME OF ITS OWHN.

1. SAVO ISLAND, 9 AUGUST 1942

2. THE EASTERN SOLOMONS, 24-25 AUGUST

3. CAPE ESPERANCE, 1l1-12 OCTOBER

4. THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, 26-27 OCTOBER

S. NAVAL‘BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL, l12-15 NOVEMBER
6. TASSAFARONGA, 30 NOVEMBER

7. RENNELL ISLAND, 29-30 JANUARY 1943






WALL: 1 - TITLE - BATTLE OF EASTERN SOLOMONS
04/25/1991 PANEL 103 - TYPE D - FACE R

THE BATTLE OF THE EASTERN SOLOMONS
24-25 AUGUST 1942

FOR THIS BATTLE THE JAPANESE PLANNED TO LAND
REINFORCEMENTS ON GUADALCANAL WHILE A LARGE PART OF
THEIR COMBINED FLEET ATTACKED THE U.S. AIRCRAFT
CARRIERS. THE PLAN INGCLUDED A DIVERSIONARY GROUP
WHICH WOULD INVITE ATTACK BY AMERICAN NAVAL AIRCRAFT
WHILE THE MAIN JAPANESE AIR ASSAULT WAS LAUNCHED
AGAINST THE U.S. CARRIERS.

THE RESULTING BATTLE WAS INDECISIVE. A JAPANESE
LIGHT CARRIER OF THE DIVERSIONARY GROUP WAS SUNK AND
THE U.S. CARRIER ENTERPRISE WAS DAMAGED BY DIVE
BOMBERS. ON 25 AUGUST U.S. MARINE DIVE BOMBERS FROM
HENDERSON FIELD ATTACKED THE JAPANESE TRANSPORTS
STOPPING THEM FROM LANDING REINFORCEMENTS. ALSO THAT
DAY A JAPANESE DESTROYER WAS SUNK BY A U.S. ARMY HEAVY
BOMBER.






WALL: 2 - TITLE: GUADALCANAL NAVAL BATTLE I
04/25/1991 PANEL 108 - TYPE C - FACE R

THE NAVAL BRTTLE OF GUADALCANAL
12-15 NOVEMBER 1942
12 NOVEMBER THIS GREAT BATTLE BEGAN ABOUT 1400 HOURS
WITH JAPANESE AIR ATTACKS ON U.S. TRANSPORTS UNLOADING
TROCPS AND SUPPLIES. THE ENEMY LOST A LARGE NUMBER OF
PLANES BUT A U.S. HEAVY CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE
DAMAGED.

13 NOVEMBER SHORTLY BEFORE 0200 HOURS 13 NOVEMBER A
DEVASTATING NIGHT ACTION WAS JOINED SOUTHEAST OF SAVO
ISLAND. THE FIGHTING WAS AT SUCH CLOSE RANGE THAT THE
OPPOSING FLEETS BECAME INTERMINGLED. U,8. LOSSES
WERE TWO LIGHT CRUISERS AND FOUR DESTROYERS SUNK. THE
FLAGSHIP, A HEAVY CRUISER, DAMAGED THE AFTERNOON
BEFORE BY ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS STRUCK REPEATEDLY BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE. ANOTHER HEAVY CRUISER WAS HIT BY A
TORPEDO AND A LIGHT CRUISER AND THREE DESTROYERS WERE
DAMAGED BY NAVAL GUNFIRE. THE JAPANESE LOST TWO
bESTROYERS SUNK AND THREE DESTROYERS DAMAGED. THEIR
GREATEST LOSS WAS A BATTLESHIP SO HEAVILY DAMAGED BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE THAT U.S5. CARRIER~BASED AIRCRAFT AND
MARINE PLANES FROM HENDERSON FIELD WERE ABLE TO SINK
IT LATE IN THE AFTERNOON. 7

14 NOVEMBER AFTER MIDNIGHT 13-14 NOVEMBER A JAPANESE
NAVAL BOMBARDMENT UNIT SHELLED HENDERSON FIELD. AT
DAWN THE BOMBARDMENT UNIT WAS ATTACKED BY MARINE AND
NAVAL AIRCRAFT FROM HENDERSON FIELD AND AIRCRAFT FROM
THE APPROACHING U.S. CARRIER ENTERPRISE. THE ENEMY
LOST A HEAVY CRUISER. ALSO TWO HEAVY CRUISERS, A
LIGHT CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE DAMAGED.

IN THE AFTERNOON AN ENEMY REINFORCEMENT GROUP OF
ELEVEN DESTROYERS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS LOCATED
STEAMING TOWARD GUADALCANAL. ALTHOUGH SEVEN OF ITS
TRANSFPORTS WERE SUNK, THE JAPANESE CONTINUED ON THEIR
ASSIGNED MISSION AFTER TRANSFERRING THE TROOPS TO THE
DESTROYERS. LANDING OF THE TROOPS AND SUPPLIES BEGAN
ABOUT 0400 HOURS THE FOLLOWING MORNING.



WALL: 2 - TITLE: GUADALCANAL NAVAL BATTLE II
04/25/1991 PANEL 107 - TYPE D - FACE R

SHORTLY BEFORE MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER A U.S.
TASK FORCE OF TWO BATTLESHIPS, WASHINGTON AND SOUTH
DAKOTR, AND FOUR DESTROYERS QPENED FIRE ON A SECTION
OF THE EREMY'S FLEET EAST OF SAVO ISLAND. TWO OTHER
GROUPS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WEST AND SOUTH OF SAVO
ISLAND QUICKLY ENGAGED THE U.S. FORCE. A JAPANESE
DESTROYER, SEVERELY DAMRGED, WAS SUNK THE NEXT DAY.
OF THE FOUR U.S. DESTROYERS ENGAGED, TWO WERE SURNK.
THE OTHER TWO WERE DAMAGED AND ORDERED TO RETIRE.
ONE OF THESE WAS SUNK LATER BY U.S. FORCES.

15 NOVEMBER AT ABOUT MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER THE TWO
U.S. BATTLESHIPS MET THE FOURTH AND STRONGEST GROUP OF
THE ENEMY FLEET. SOUTH DAKOTA WAS CAUGHT BY ENEMY
SEARCHLIGHTS, WHEREUPON THE ENTIRE ENEMY FLEET
CONCENTRATED ITS FIRE ON IT, IGNORING WASHINGTON.

THIS WAS FATAL TO THE SECOND JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WHICH
WASHINGTON PUT OUT OF ACTION IN SEVEN MINUTES. TWO
ENEMY HEAVY CRUISERS WERE ALSO DAMAGED BY THE TWO U.S.
BATTLESHIPS. DUE TO THE CONCENTRATED FIRE, SOUTH
DAKOTA WAS FORCED TO RETIRE AND WASHINGTON TURNED
NORTHWEST TO LURE ENEMY SHIPS AWAY FROM SOUTH DAKOTA.
THE JAPANESE FLEET FOLLOWED BUT SCON WITHDREW. THE
DAMAGED JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WAS ABANDONED AND SUNK.

AT DAYLIGHT ARMY, NAVY AND MARINE AIRCRAFT
ATTACKED THE FOUR REMARINING TRANSPORTS OF THE
REINFORCEMENRT GROUP. A LONE U.S. DESTROYER FROM
TULAGI APPEARED AND DESTROYED THE TRANSPORTS.

THUS ENDED THE GREATEST SEA BATTLE OF THE
GUADALCARNAL CAMPAIGN. ALTHOUGH THE U.S. NAVY LOST
MORE COMBATANT SHIPS, THE ENEMY LOSS OF TWO
BATTLESHIPS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS FAR MORE
SERIOUS. THE JAPANESE NEVER AGAIN SENT LARGE NAVAL
FORCES INTO THE WATERS AROURD GUADALCANAL.. THE BATTLE
WAS DECISIVE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THAT ISLAND.
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JAPANESE NAVAL VESSELS

SUNK OR DAMAGED DURING THE

GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN

SHIP
BATTLESHIPS
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
LIGHT CARRIERS
HEAVY CRUISERS
LIGHT CRUISERS
DESTROYERS
SUBMARINES
TRANSPORTS

CARGO SHIPS

SUNK

2

11

12

DAMAGED

N oW e

20






U.5.8. Aaron Ward (DD-483

Honor Roll (Page 1 of 2)

Killed in a surface action off Savo Island in the
Naval Battle of Guadalcanal, 12-15 November 1942 ;%

BENEGAR, Ivory H. ccstd USN
BRISSON, Kenneth C. S2¢ USNR
COFER, John J. Ste USN
HESS, George Benton Foc USNR

LESNESKI, Martin Edward SC3c USN
MANN, Charles William Fte USN
MORRIS, Charles E. RM3c USNR

POYTHRESS, Joseph E., Jr. GM2c USN

RAVIN, John Crockett TMic USN
RIVERA, Timoteo (n) 0S2c¢ USN
RUDOLPH, Henry Francis Fle USN
SCHLEMER, Paul 8, FClc USN
SCHNIEDER, Paul Bernard Ste USNR
SEALE, James (n) S2¢ USNR
WALLNER, Frank L. S2¢ USNR
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* The ship's War Diary. Total killed: 13

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
March, 200t






U.S.S. Aaron Ward (DD-483)

Honor Rell (Page 2 of 2)

Killed when the ship was sunk by enemy dive bombers
off Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, on April 7, 194u3;:*

ALBERS, Richard Eugene MM1 ¢ USN
BRODY, "H" Nathaniel SOM3c USNR
BURDOCK, Joseph Andrew See USNR
CUTRIGHT, Chesl!je Claude  MM2c USNR
DANNER, Raynard Hughes MMZe USN
DEVER, Lowell! Maurice Fee USNR
DZI1AMBA, Demetrius (n) Fie USNR
FLANAGAN, Ester Donovan SKic USN
FORMAN, Steven Joseph EM2c USN
HANIFAN, John Thomas Fte USN
JANICKI, Edward (n) MM2e USNR
KNIGHT, William Frances F2e USNR
MAC DONALD, John James CMM USN
MC CORD, Paul ucCv MMt e USN
MOORE, William Ira MM2c USNR
O!BRIEN, Raymond Hanley MM2¢ USNR
PERKINS, Earl! Maurice Sec USN
SEHLER, Cecil Thomas cy USN
SIEGFRIED, Leroy Glenn ¥T2c USNR
SMITH, Francis William Fte USNR
SMITH, Keith “EN Fec USNR
SMITH, Willia I. GM3c USNR
SPANGENBERGER, Carl! C., Jr. 82c¢ USN
STORK, Edward Adam Ste USNR
WEIHS, Alfred Peter Fec USNR
WIESE, John George BM2¢ USN
YOTT, Gerald (n) MM1e USN
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* Source: Chief Pharmacist!s Matels casualty report dated
11 April 1943, Total killed: 27

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
March, 2001






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obl igation
- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and sarfer world in which to [live.,"

- Fleet Admiral Chester ¥. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S5.5. Missouri (B8-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1545,






The U.S.S. Aaron Ward (DD-483) in Wo

Photograph Credits

§ource Code/lIdent, No.

Descript ion
Historical plate Eat quarterdeck)

19=N=29712

Sponsor, Miss Hilda Ward NA 1 9-N-29908
Christening, Kearny, N.J., 11/22/41 NI  Order with photocopy
Launching, Kearny, 11/22/u41 NI Order with photocopy
Art from foc'sle, N.Y. N, Yd., 5/u42 NA 19=N=-30722
Searchl ight platform, 5/42 NA 19=-N=-30723
Art from midships, port side, 5/u42 NA 19=-N=30721
After gun platform, 5/42 NA 19-N-30718

1.1-inch quad mount RWP N-~11247

20=-mm Oerl ikon mount, 1942 NA 19-N-31965
Port beam, anchored, N.Y., 5/42 NI  Order with photocopy
Port bow, u/way approach, 8/17/42 NA 80-G-12263
USS Cofer (DE-208), christening, 1944 NI  Order with photocopy
Monument, Purvis Bay, Fla. Is., 1944 NA 80=-G-275700
Monument plaque (on above) NA 80-G-240318
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Key to Sources:
NA Archives Il
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001

Still Picture ref.: (301) 713-6625, Ext, 234
( Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)

NI v.Ss.
Beach Hall

291 Wood Road, Annapolis,
(410) 268-6110; FAX:
RWwP

Real War Photos, P.O.

Naval Institute Photo Service

Box 728, Hammond,

MD 21402-5034
(410) 2697940

IN 46325

E. A. Wilde, Jr.

October

, 2000






The U.S5,S, Aaron Ward (DD-483) in World War ]
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2006 ADDENDUM

Ded ication in 1944 of the Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island,
British Soloman lIslands, to honor ", . the officers and men of
the United States and Allied Navies who died in the fierce Bat-
tles in 'Iron Bottom Bay'" during the Guadalcanal Campa ign, Au-
gust 7, 1942 to February 9, 1943,

Editor'!s Note: .

Around 1995 El izabeth (!8ettsy!) R. Perkins Shaw sent me
copies of several handwritten letters she had received early in
1944 from her first husband, Commander Van Ostrand Perkins, USN
(K.1.A.)e In 2002 most of his letters were included in Bettsy
Shaw'!s memoir, Beside Me Still, published by the Naval Institute
Press shortly after she died. However, his letters regarding the
dedication ceremony were edited out by the publ isher.

This addendum consists of typed excerpts from these letters
plus a remarkable photograph of the dedication ceremony which |
discovered only a few years ago (National Archives 1l: 127-
G¥/1008, #80929),

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






Florida Island Monument on Purvis Bay
(Ded icated on April 30, 1944)

Excerpts from letters written to Mrs. £l izabeth R. P, Shaw by her
first husband, Cdr. Van Ostrand Perkins, USN (KIA '44) in 1944

Today was one of those days « in fact, it was the Pirst busy
one llve had in a long time. | was away from the ship all day
and couldn't write more on this letter this morning and afternoon,
as | expectad to, and get it in the mail, It will go tomorrow.

well, my busy day was about the memor ial ceremony we plan to
have. | went with a Captain Carter on what [ thought would be an
hour's visit with the Admiral to iron out the details. The
Admiral set the date for this Sunday and indicated what he would
like to have and who he wanted to have invited, etc.. well, [
am the "glad hand boy", so | got the Iist of guests typed up and
arranged and started the dust rlying on some of the details.

Like getting the chaplins |ined up and telling them what we want,
getting the band arrangsed for and so forth. Then this arternoon
Captain Carter gave me one of his fast boats and | went Five
miles or so up the |ine to another part of the naval sett/ement
extendliIng tidings and invitations to certain U.S. naval and New
Zealand=-Austrapl! ian naval people. [ didn't get back to the ship
unt il arter five. It was an interesting boat ride ! had though,
because I'd never been up to that part of the area berore. There
are no roads as l've said, and it's all jungle between here and
there - so all communnication has to be by boat and not by cars.

Tomorrow [ have to go over to , about 20 miles
across the bay, and call on more dignitaries and invite them,
get a Vice Admiral to agree to make a speech and arrange for
photographers and publicity from a Photographic Squadron. That
will be another full day's job I fear.

I enjoy doing this, however, for many reascons, not the least
of which is the fact that [ get off the ship all the time and am
getting a regular Cook's tour of this area, seeing It at close
hand. Much of it s well! known and famous which ['ve seen from
the distance but have never really been close to. Of course it
is all so built up now by us that it would be unrecognizable
almost to those who first landed.

It is amazing what kind of people Americans are. We land
in the middle of the jungle and in no time have a |ittle area
cleared, through which we build roads, put up piers, storehouses,
shops, etc., - and where there are roads you must watch to see that
you aren'’t run over by jeeps, giant trucks and everything on wheels.
There is nothing permanent here, and | doubt if much money has been
wasted, but we certainly do move In on a place with our mach inery.
It1l bet we have more trucks, steam shovels, tractors, etc. in a
small area | ike this than all the contractors in the Phil ippine
Islands had together, and if the Japs judged us by our efforts in
the Phil ippines, how wrong they were.

There must be much consternation in Tokyo these days, because
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in the Pacific the war is humming along at a great rate; probably
even better than most of us realize.

LA BT B DAY B N T N RN R

we had a meet ing of the Board of Governors of the Club, and
I find that on the Board are a Captain, four Commanders, four
Lieut. Comdrs. and two Lieuts.. | am glad | have the job, because
this being in such a history-making area, they have plans to make
it a sort of permanent part of America by erecting a suitable
plaque and having the [ ittl/e monument dedicated with a large cere-
mony and so forth., So I, having a very personal interest in any
dedicat ion, volunteered to serve on the committee for the arrange-
ments of this ceremony. It gives me a grasat deal of pleasure to
know that they are going to do something to commemorate and make
a permanent record of the achievements that resulted From the hard
righting and unimaginable hardships and work that has taken place
in this area, You probably have to have fought over it and come
back to get the feeling that | have. People who arrive today
can!t ever imagine what it was [ike "in the old days."”

x & X ¥ X ¥ X ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ x

I!'ve enclosed the [l ittle program for our ceremony which took
place this morning. It went off very well and very smoothly |/
thought, and | had a front row place to stand = right where the
activities were. There were numerous cameramen taking pictures,
and | expect that they will send me a set in as much as | asked
For it, organized them and gave them all some beer afterwards.

Friday | flew over to in one of our planes to line
up and invite the "big wiqs" stationed there and the press, It
certainly was a del ightful trip. It was a beaut iful day, and it
was nice to Fly and to see some of the country from the air, as
scenically - and from a distance - it is very grand looking.

After we landed | got a jeep and driver from one of the
officers, and in driving around inviting the guests | had a good
chance to look things over and was duly impressed by the activity,
accompl ishments and mud.

I saw Ronnie Rankin this morning at the ceremony and expect
to have a few beers with him fater this afternoon. | also bumped
into two people you donl!t know. One was the ex-Chief Boatswain's
Mate of the Atlanta - he is now an officer - and the other, a lad
who was on one of the destroyers that got sunk that unforgetable
night. we were together in the hospital in New Zealand. It cer-
tainly was nice to see those two again. | always | ike to see old
friends, and particularly when we have something great in common.
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A bronze plaque, dedicated "In memory of the officers and men of the United
States and Allied Navies who gave their |ives at Ilron Bottom Bay, 1542-43, "
was unveiled on April 30, {944, The plaque overlooks Purvis Bay, an inlet
in Florida Island, British Solomon Islands Protectorate, about twenty miles
northeast of Henderson Field on Guadalcanal, U.S. Navy vessels sunk by the
enemy in the Bay and near vicinity included seven cruisers, twelve destroy-
érs and three destroyer transports. (Archives I1, College Park, MD)}
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Historical Compilations by the Editor;

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war I1)

United States Ship
daron wWard (0D-483)

Barton (DD=599 )
Borie (DD-215)
Colhoun (APD-2)
Corry (DD-463 )

Cushing (DD-376)
DeHaven (DD-469)
Douglas H, Fox (DD-779)
Drexler (DD-741)
Duncan (DD-485)

Emmons (DMS=22)
Fiske (DE~143)
Glennon (DD-620)
Halligan (Dpo-584 )
Hammann (DD~412)

Laffey (DD-459)
Lansdale (DD-426)
McFariand (AVD-14)
Meredith (DD-726)
Monssen (DD-436)

Perry (OMS~17 )
Preston (DD-379)
Spence (DD-512)
Strong (DD-467)
walke (DD-416)

Date Sunk/
(Damaged}

Oujfo7/u3
11/13/42
11/01 /43
08/30/u2
06/06/ 4k

11/13/42
02/01 /43

(05/17/u45)

05/28/45
10/12/42

O4/06/us5
08/02 [k
06/10/ 4y
03/26/u45
06/06/u2

11/13/42
Ok /20 /44

(10/16/42)

06/09/uy
11/13/42

09/13 /44
11/15/u2
12/18/4u
07/05/43
11/15/42

Killed/

Area Woundea'!

Guadalcanal L2 /139%
Guadalcanal 164/32
North Atlantic 27700
Tulagi 51/18
Normandy 2u /55
Guadalcanal 72/67
Guadalcanal 168/40
Ok inawa 10/36
Ok inawa 158/ 54
Guadalcanal 48/35
Ok inawa 60/78
North Atlantic 33/65

Normandy 25/49%
Ok inawa 160/43
Midway 8uj63
Guadalecanal 59/114
Med iterranean ys /76
Guadalcanal 12/13
Normandy 35/28
Guadalcanal 145/37
Angaur/Pelel iu 8117
Guadalcanal 117/26
Luzon, P.I1. 315/24
Cent. Solomons us/6t
Guadalcanal 8248

* ¥ X K ¥ ¥ X X ¥ =

* Total for two engagements with the enemy

1 Includ ing those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.

Commander,
June, 2005

USNR (Ret.)
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Notes:
1 Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:

Agron Mard, BRarton, Colhoun, Cushing, DeHaven, Duncan, Laffey,
McFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walks. '

2 Only Bath-built ships: DeHaven, Drexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Spence, Strong

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy Beachhead: Corry, Glennon,
Meredith

4 3y appointment only: (508) 677~0515

£E. A, Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006








