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1210 Greendale Ave., #339
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USS Stromg (DD-467) Crewmembers,

it is my pleasure to present you with a copy of the book~
let | have compiled on your ship. It is the twelfth such book-
fet [ have completed on destroyer-type vessels sunk in World
War Il. In addition to the crew ! also send copies to ten mu-
seums/! ibraries around the country (and one in Australia), so
the Strong'’s story will be preserved for future naval histore
;ans. The last page in this booklet explains very well what

do'

You don't owe me anything for the booklet, but contribu=-
tions will be appreciated. ['m really more interested in see-
ing that every survivor gets a copy than I am in breaking even.

I'm sorry that I can't supply you with extra copies, but
I hope you'’ll have copies made at a copying store for your fam-
ily. I want future generations to know what you went through
in World War [l. I was just a Boy Scout then - on the Home
Front., We all did our best then to "support our boys in uni-
form," and I'm still doing it.

I know you'll be pleased to hear that [ have located "Doc”
Horne. Hel!s 86 years oldl! | wasn!t able to talk to him be-
cause he has Alzheimer's disease, but his wife (who was married
to him in 1943 when he was aboard the Strong) is very sharp and
was very responsive to my call. when [ told her that [ was
sending her a Strong booklet she said that it would be greatly
appreciated by their five children. Doc told them many details
about his narrow escape when the ship was sunk, and two of his
grandchildren even gave presentations at school! on their grand-
father's ship.

An unexpected reward from my Strong research was being
able to send an 8"x10" print of Frederick Purdy to his namesake,
Frederick Purdy Turner, a retired pofice detective residing in
California., His mother is a very close friend of Fred Purdy's
widow (they are both still alive) and asked her to be the god-
mother of her son, whom she named after her friend's deceased
husband. This print was the rfirst Fred Turner had ever seen
of the man he was named afterl! -

I was also fortunate to locate Lt. Hugh Barr Miller's son,
Or. landon C. G. Miller, in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He sent me
the great photograph of his father with Admiral Halsey and the
First Lady which I've included in my booklet.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his | ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and sat isfaction,
"1 served in the United States Navy,”

- President John F, Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August 1, 1963.
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A0
Biamss IRon: WoRKS: CORRORATION:
CAB;:T:?:SS“ BATH, MAINE
193/86
C-20
April 28, 1942
From: Bath Iron Works Corporation
To: The Honorable, the Secretary of the Navy
Via: Supervisor of Shipbuilding, U.S.N.
Bath, Maine
Subject: USS STRONG (DD467) - Launching
Reference:
(a) Contract NOd-1434 for the Construction of
Torpedo-Boat 467,
Sir:
1. In connection with Article 11 of the General

Provisions forming a part of the Contract for subject vessel,
we beg to notify the Department that the launching date has
been set for Sunday, May 17, 1942, the time being 3:45 P.M.

Eastern Wartime.

2. We have been advised by the Bureau of Navigation

that the Department has designated Mrs. Hobart Olson as sponsor
for this vessel and we are in touch with her so far as details

are concerned.
Respectfully,

BATH IRON WORKS CORPORATION

G. B. Connard
General Manager






The U,S5.5,.

Strong (DD-467), a 2,100-ton Fletcher-class destroyer, on the
ways at the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, shortly before launching on 17
May 1942, At the left coastal ARoute 1 heads "down east® over the bridge
towards Wiscasset and Damariscotta,.

(Nat ional Archives photograph)




Strong

James H. Strong, born in Canandaigua, N.Y., on 26
April 1814, was appointed 2 midshipman in the Navy
,wgile he was a student in the Polytechnie College at
Chittenango, N.Y., on 2 February 1829. He made his
first cruise on the Brazil station in Lezington from
1833 to 1835. After various cruises, he commanded the
store ship Relief in 1859, .

Strong was promoted to commander in April 1861
and t:omrrm.ndeJJ Mohawk and Flag in the South Atlan-
tic Blockading Squadron in 1861 and 1862 and Monon-
‘gahela in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from
- 1863 to 1865. At the Battle of Mobile Bay, he was the
first to ram the Confederate ironclad Tennessece and
recieived high commendation for his initiative and
valor.

Strong served at the Brooklyn Navy Yard in 1866
and 1867 and later commanded Canandaigua in the
Mediterranean Squadron in 1869 and 1870. He was
promoted to rear admiral in 1873 and served as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the South Atlantic Squadron from
1873 to 1875. Strong retired on 25 April 1876.

* Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 6,
Washington; Naval Historical Center, 1976.




Mfs; Susan Hobdrt.OIabﬁ; fﬁb Sffongia sponsor, with her husband and Lt. Harvin

I. Rosenbarg, USN, the Officer-in-Charge of the precommissioning detail, Mrs.
Olson was the great-grandniece of Rear Admiral James H. Strong, USN. The ship
was christened at Bath, Maine, on 17 May 1942. (Official U.S. Navy photograph)







The U.S5.5. Strong (DD-467) as she was launched at the Bath lron Works, Bath,
Maine, on 17 May 1942, After Ffitting out she was commissioned at the Boston
Navy Yard on 7 August 1982, Cdr., Joseph H. Wellings in command. The Strong
was named after Rear Adm. James H. Strong (1814~1882) who distinguished him-
self at the Battle of Mobile Bay in 1864, (National Archives photograph)







The Bath Daily Times, Monday, May 18, r19uz

SUNDAY LAUNCHING
SETS NEW RECORD
FOR IRON WORKS

Sponsor Performs
Her Task in True
Navy Style

Another precedent was estab-
lished at the Bath Iron Works
Corp., Sunday afternoon when
the U.S.S. 'destroyer Strong
slipped quietly into the waters
of the Kennebec in the first Sun-
day launching in the history of
the firm. But with war time
fervor, production, capacity, ex-
pansion, personnel and every
other type of record has been
broken, and Sunday's launching
was Just another to add to the
long list,

Mrs. Hobart Olson, Milwau-
kee, a gréat grandnicce of the
late Rear Admiral James Hooker
Strong, US.N.,, in whose honer
the ship was named, christcned
the destroyer and though it was
her first experience, indeed, the
first launching she had ever wit-
nessed, she won praise from
Commander J. M. Kicrnan who
Iabelled it as, “a real Navy job.”

Though the weather is now a
military secret, it is safe to say
that none of the sponsor's party
or other spectators worried
about sunstroko. A small num-
ber of spectators watched the
ceremonies from vantage points
on the north side of Carlton
Bridge, Vine street, and the
Maine Central Railrond station
with a few more -clustered
around Vine street on Water and
Washingtﬂ‘r‘.

The launching was conducted
with typieal wartime speed and
tack of frills and it was just an-
other launching. Though the
time of the launching was a mili-
tary secret, four or five hun-
dred spectators gathered in the
above spots some 15 or 20 min-
utes before launching time to
witness the event.

The Strong is the second ship 7

to be launched from the new
ways in the north yard of the
shipyard, the area included in
the recent expansion of the
plant which took over much of
the section formerly used by the
railroad.







The U.S.5. Strong (DD-u67 ) after her launching in May, 1942, at Bath, Maine. When completed, she was
armed with five 5-in./38 dual-purpose guns in single mounts, ten 21-jinch torpedo tubes in two gquintu-
ple mounts, depth charges in stern racks and "K"-gun projectors, and an AA battery of 4O-mm and 20-mm
automatic cannons. She was 3767, 6" long and had a rated speed of 35 knots. (Nat ional Archives)







The U.S5.S. Strong (DD-467) and the U.S.S. Chevalier (DD-451 ) at the Bath Iron Works! fitting-out wharf

in July, 1942. Ahead of them are their sister ships the U.S.S. Taylor (DD-468) and the U.S5.5. De Hav-
en (DD-u469). Onty the Taylor survived World war [I, but she had the honor of escorting the battleship

U.5.5, Missouri (BB-63)

into Tokoyo Bay for The Surrender on 2 September 1945,

{Nat ional Archives)













The officer complement of the U.S.S. Strong (DD-467 ) at her commissioning on 7 August 1942: (Front row,
L to R) Lt.(Jg) James A. Curran, USN (Gunnery); Lt(jg} Hugh B. Miiler, USNR (Stores and 20-mm. ); Lieut.
Frederick W. Purdy, USN (Executive Officer); LCdr. Joseph H. WellIngs, USN (Command ing Off icer); Lieut.
Marvin 1. Rosenberg, USN (Englneeringl; Lt(Jg) H. P. Laughlin, (MC), USN (Medlical ); Lt(]g) R. J. Foley,
USNR (1st Lleut./Dam. Control ). (Back row) Ens., Virgll M. wheeler, Jr., USNR (Ass't. Gunnery); Ens., Al-
bert E. Oberg, USN (Signal Off. and Ass't, Navligator}; Ens. Benjamin F. Jetton, USNR (Communications. );
Lt(Jg) Delavan 8, Downer, USNR (Ass't, Engineering); Lt(jg) Donald A, Regan, USNR (Ass't Gunnery); Ens.
Ralph E. Trost, USNR (Ass't. Engineering); Ens. Alton B, Grimes, USN (Radar and Sound); Ens. O. Milton
Hackett, USNR (Torpedo Off.). (Photograph/Iidentifications courtesy of Cdr. O. M, Hackett, USNR (Ret.))







Dﬁyision of Naval History
Ships! Historics Section
Nuvy Department

HISTORY OF USS STRONG (DD 467)

The first ship namcd efter a gallant fighting men, USS
STRONG (DD 467) wes 2 veteran of convoy operations in the Carib-
bean end eastcrn Atlantic as well as the blazing sca battles
fought in the early days of World War II in the South Pacific.
Her well organized crew fought her guns so gallantly that the
enemy more then paid for her loss.

3TRONG was built by the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine. Her
keel was 1aid on 30 April 1941 and she was launched 17 May 1942,
at which time she was sponsored by the great-grandnicce of Rear
Admiral 3trong, Mrs. Susan H. Olson. USS STRONG was commissioned
on T August 1942, with Commander Joseph Harold Wellings, USN,
serving as RBAT first commanding officer.

One of the FLETCHER class, this sleek fighting ship wes
named far Rear Admiral .Jemes H. Strong, USN, who was born in
Canandzjigua, New York on 26 April 181%. He began his Naval
career in 1829 as o midshipman. Upon completion of studies at
the Navel Academy, Reer Admiral S8trong was assigned duty with
the sloop LEXINGTON serving with the Brazil S8quedron from 1832
to 1833. He served 1n succegsion aboard the following ships:
CONSTELLATION, INDEPENDENCE, COLUMBUS, LEVANT, RELIEF MOHAWK and
finally os commanding officer of the steam sloop, MONONGAHELA,
operating in the HE§§ern Gulf Blodkading Squadron, from 1863 to

1865.

In November 1865; Commander Strong convoyed a division of
the army under Gsneérrtl Bariks from New Orleans to Brazos Island
at Brazos de Santlago., On the 25th of November, 1863, a body
of traoops under MaJjor General Banks captured a battery of three
guns at Arkansas Pass. Coomander 3trong, after assisting in the
landing of the troops, steamed dhead and upened gn effective
fire on the battery, whrel srortly hoilsted a white flag and was
taken possession of Uy the troops, who had also engeged it.
General Banks commended the effective gunnery of the MONONGAHELA.
Commander Strong also commanded the MONOWGAHELA at the battle
of Mobile Bay on 5 August 1864. His vessel was the first to
engage the rebel rem TENNESSEE. He sheared out of the line to
run into her, and struck her fair, at the same time glving her
& broadslde of safid ll-inch shot, which apparently had but little
1f any effect upon her. Soon after, a signal was made to his
ship to agzin ram her end he did so, and was about to try it the
third time Wwhen she surrendered to the fleet.

Commender Strong wes commissioned Captzin on 5 August 1865;
Inspector, Navy Yard, New York, 1866-7; commanding stecm sloop
CANANDAIGUA, European Squadron, 1B68-9. He was commissioned o
Rear Admiral in September 1873 and died in 1882.
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After her shakedown crulse, USS STRONG was employed in con-
voy operations in the Caribbean and eastern Atlantic waters. An
11,000 mile escort assignment took her from Humpton Roads, Virginie
to Noumec, New Caledonic. 8She salled on 27 December 1942 end
arrived there on 30 January 1943.

Upon arriving at Noumez USS STRONG was badly in need of
ammunition and stores. Numerous gunnery drills shile underway
had depleeted her ammunition and she hadn't taken on any stores
since leaving New York on Christmas Day, 1942. She finelly suc-
ceeded in receiving a ten-day supply of provisions from US3
WHITNEY though she had to send & 40 men working party to WHITNEY
in order to get them. On 1 Februery STRONG salled in company
with USS CONY, BIDDLE and OBERON enroute to Espiritu Santo, New
Hebrides.

The ships arrived on 3 February and on the following day
STRONG received 922 rounds of 40 millimeter ammunition from USS
DIXIE. Loter that afternoon she received 440 suxiliary boosters
for alrcraft bombs for delivery to Henderson Field, Guadalcansal.
She sailed the following dey in company with USS AMERICAN LEGION,
HUNTER LIGGETT, GEORGE CLYMER, PATUXENT. STRONG lead the ollers
end transports through Sealerk Channel on 7 Feoruery to the un-
loading anchorages off Lunga Point and EKali Point, Guadelcanal.

During the latter part of the mprning all ships had to get
undervway due to an air raid werning though the attack never
developed. At 1745 the task group was ordered to clear the area
immediately and proceed to sea to the eastward. The Tokyo Express,
estimated et 20 destroyers, wes on one of its regular trips south
to land supplies or remove Jap personnel from their area eround
Cape Esperance. By 1812 the transports and ollers were undervay
giﬁh STRONG end other escorts screening with all bollers on the

e. '

The task group returned on 9 February to finish unloading.

- That night the near proximity to Savo Island caused all hands
some anxlety and they remained at their battle stations the en-
tire night while PATUXENT was unloading  However, all fears were
unfounded as the Japs had evacuated on the night of 7 February
when STRONG had been ordered underway, On 10 February, STRONG
escorted PATUXENT to Tulagi Harbor and upon arrival, found that
the Army at Guadalcanzl had just announced that at 1500 that
afternoson the entire islend at Guadalcanal was in U.3. control.
All remsining enemy troops hed heen captured, apparently stranded
vhen the last "Tokyo Express" had departed on the night of 7
February.

On 11 February, PATUXENT finished unloading and stood out
with UsSS 3TRONG and HUMPHREYS screening. The following day STRONG
was detached to rendezvous with Task Force 67. At 0713 on 13
February she joined the task force which included the cruisers
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NASHVILLE, HELENA, HONOLULU, and SAINT LOUIS, plus the destroyers
JENKINS, CHEVALIER and TAYLOR. On 14 February the day turned
into one of great activity as stores, supplies and oil were
apperently plentiful, and working perties were kept busy.

On 15 February the task force sortied for maneuvered and
training exercises. At 1943 on 17 Februery a lookout reported
& perlscope on the starboard quaerter, about 1560 yards away.
3TRONG's captain heeled his ship over with hard right rudder and
began a systematic sound search of the area. However, by 2025
no sound contact had been made and 3TRONG was ordered to rejoin
the task force. On 23 February the entire force returned to port
at Espiritu Sants.

On 1 March 3TRONG stood out in company with Task Force 67.
The ship were to operate on training exercises just north of
Espiritu Santo, south of San Cristobal. At 1200 on 14 March
NICHOLAS, RADFORD, STRONG and TAYLOR were detached from Task Force
67 and ordered toward Tulagl to bombard the Vila-Stanmore Planta-
tion on the Island of Kolombangara, Solomon Islands. At 1040
on 15 March the destroyers put in at Tulagl to fuel and at 1545
they agoin stood ocut on their mission of destruction. At 2060
2ll four bollers were put on the line in case enemy opposition
developed.

At 0203 on 16 March, USS STRONG opened fire for one minute,
then after checking guns end personnél, begaen firing in eernest.
At 0215, USS TAYLOR, the rear ship of the column ceased firing
and 21l ships "poured on the 011" and surged through the water
at 32 knots to clear Kula Gulf. By 2232 the task force had been
contacted and the destroyers re joined

On 20 March the task force entered Tulagl Harbor where the
ships fueled and provisioned. After completing her dutles there
STRONG stecmed on to Espiritu Santo, arriving on 22 March 1943.

During April, STRONG remained with Task Force 18 in the
3olomons I=lands area until the 11th after which she based et
Espiritu Santo. On 7 April 3TRONG made contact with a surfaced
submerine and though she scored three 5-inch hits and numerous
20 and 40 millimeter hits before the wily encnmy submerged, she
was not credited with a sinking.

On 19 May STRONG sailed from Espiritu Santo to rendezvous
with Task Unit 32.4.6 the following day. She then sailed to
Guedalcanal where she began patrol duties. On 23 May she was
dispatched to the scene where USS NIAGAR4 and 6 torpedo boats
were burning. However, by 0351 of the follovwing day she still
had not located the ships but received word that all survivors
had been rescued. S8STRONG then returned to Tulagi Harbor wherec
she remecined conducting brief patrols at the harbor entrance
until 16 June.
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Lbout 13C0 on 16 June, STRONG was anchored in Tulagl. At
1315 she received & prelimlnary vwarning of an impending alr raid
expected at 1345. At 1320 STRONG's crev scurried to their battle
stetions and at 1333 the ship got underway. Meanwhile, STRONG's
communicators were recelving many reports on fighter directlon
which indiceted that the enemy was approaching Henderson Fleld
from the southeast, over the mountains of Guadalcenel. &4 1ittle
later severel dog fights took place over Henderson Field vhich
wos then visible to the ship. Commander Wellings increased his
speed to 25 kmots.

Lt 1412 dive bombers were seen attacking friendly ships
between Koli end Lunga Points. One merchant ship was hit near
the stern and shortly thereafter MONONGAHELA, which was in the
unit with STRONG, changed course placing STRONG on her port bow.
Again more speed was ordered and STRONG's engines responded,
pu shing her along at 30 knots. Between 1413 and 1422 about 15
Vals (dive bombers) attecked from the direction of Lunge and Koli
Points on & northwesterly course. Almost all the planes came
in on & shellow giide at high speeds and levelled off between
about 100 500 feet from the wvater.

. At 1414 STRONG fired on the enemy planes, splashing three
of them by 1421 when she ceased firing. At that time a few dog
fights were still going on in the area at an altitude of gbout
15,000 to 20,000 feet. By 1458 all enemy planes had either been
sho; down ur departed the areoc and STRONG steamed back into the
harbor.

On 5 July 1943, STRONG joined Tesk Group 36.1 to bombard
enemy positions on Kolombangare and Beiroko Harbor. The sea was
moderate with a 12 to 15 knot wind from the northecst and in-
termittent rain sgualls. About midnight of 5-6 July, the force
entered Kule Gulf end STRONG was the second ship in column. 411
four boilers were in use and STRONG was ready for uelng emergency
power. Enemy positions on Kolombangera Island were bombarded
first, followed by blasting installations around Bairoko Inlet
on New Georgia Island. At 0040, after completing the bomberdment
STRONG turned to port and about 1% minutes after completing the
turn, a torpedo crashed into the port side at the forwerd fireroom.

The fireroom and engineroom flooded to the waterline Iim-
mediately. The after fireroom flooded slowly as STRONG took =2
15 degree list to starboard. All propulsion wes lost but
emergency electricel power remained. At 0113, USS CHEVALIER (DD
451) came alongside to port end removed the survivors; 234 enlisted
men and 7 officers. This was probable the feastest rescue opera-
tion of the war as it was a2ll over in only 7 minutes. At 0122
STRONG broke in two as the stern listed about 40 degrees and
both ends sank simultaneously.
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USS STRONG earned two Battle Stars on the Aslatic-Poeific
4rea Service Medal for participeting in the following operations:

1 Star/Consolidation of Solomon Islends

Consolidation of Southern Solomons -- 15-16 March; 12-13
May; 20 May and 16 June 1943
1 Star/Nev Georgla-Rendova-Vengunu Occupation -- §-5 July 1943

* O ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

STATISTICS
LENGTH 377 feet
BEAM 39 feet
SFPEED 35 knots
DISPLACEMENT 2,050 tons

* % ¥ X O ¥

Compiled: October 1952












Obituary for Rear Admiral Joseph H. wellings, USN (Ret., )*
1903 -~ 1988

Command ing OFf icer, U.S.S. Strong (DD~467)

August,

JOSEPH HAROLD WELLINGS 25

RAdm. Joseph Harokd Wellings USN (Ret.) dicd
o0a 28 March 1938 in Newport, Rhode Island. Burial
look place in Arlington National Cemetery.

Born in Boston, Massachusetts, he was appointed
1o the Naval Academy from thas state and graduated
with the Class of 1925. He first served in UTAH with
Baideship Division Two, Scouting Fleet followed by
duty in Florida and in destroyers KInG and TILLMAN.
He instiructed with the NROTC Unit at Harvard for
two years beginning in 1933, during which time Gus
met his future wife, Dorothea Kirstine Bertelsen of
Bosion. They were married in Junuary 1937 afier his
service in the Fleet as Admiral Leahy's Aide and Flag
Licwienant. In 1940 Wellings was ordered to duty as
an assistant naval attaché and as observer of the Royal
Navy. His experiences as an observer were applied in
developing tactical docirine and antisubmarine doc-
tnde for convay operations and gunnery.

In August, 1942 Wellings put the destroyer
STRoONG (DD-467) in commission as her Command-
ing Officer. Subsequent operations involved convoy
escort in the Caribbean, Eastern Atlantic and in North
African waters including the Casablanca invasion. In
lute 1942, STRONG was ordered (o the Pacific. On 30
January, 1943, at Noumea, she began operations
sgainst the enemy in the Pacific. She was sunk on the
night of 4-5 July 1943 during the landings of our
forces a1 Rice Anchorage, New Georgia Islands. For
scrvices while commanding STRONG, he was
awarded the Bronze Siar Medal with Combat Dis-
lnguishing Device “V* and the Siiver Star Medal.

Following the sinking of STRONG, Wellings was
hospitalized uatil January 1944 when he reported for
temponury duty with the Anti-Submarine Warfare
Unit, Fleet Operational Training Command, Atlantic
Fleet. In Murch, 1944 he took command of Destroyer
Division One Hundred Two and from November 1944

19u2 - July,

1943

10 March 1945, held additional responsibility as
Communder, Destroyer Squadron Two. Fur his ser-
vices in these positions he received Gold Siars in lieu
of his second and third Bronze Star Medals. He was
cited pariicularly for his performance as Com-
mander, Auack Group Seven, Blue Beach, at Lin-
gayen Gulf, Philippine Lslands between 9-16 Janu-
ary 1945 and for escort and fast carrier task group
screening duties in the Western Pacific and Philippine
Islands arca.

“This duty was followed by 1wo years at the National
Wr Collcge and two years s planning otficer on the
staff of the Comununder-ia-Chicl, Pacitic Flect. Well-
ings was then given command of the cruiser Co-
dumbus in the Mediterrancan. Returning o Wash-
ingon in 1952, he scrved in the Officg of the
Assisuant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Per-
soanel). While in that assignment he was sclected for
rear admira] and was ordered 1o ComNavBase, New-
port, afier which came two yeurs with the Atomic
Task Force followed by duty as Assistant Chicl of
Naval Operaticas (Plans and Policy). From this us-
signment he was ordered as Assistant and then as
-Deputy Direcior of the Joint Stafl, Joint Chicfs of
Staff,

Following this duty RAdm. Wellings was ap-
pointed Commandunt of the First Naval District with
beadquarters in his birthplace, Boston. Following a
stroke, he retired in August 1963 and moved 10 New-
port, Rhode Lsland.

In Deccmber 1980 RAdm. and Mrs. Wellings do-
natcd their personal papers relating to his 40 years of
active saxvice in the United States Navy 10 the Naval
War College Foundation. This cotlection has been
placed an deposit in the Naval Hisworical Collection ut
the Naval War Callege for the use of naval scholars,

* Shipmate magazine; June, 1988.






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the BRONZE STAR MEDAL to

CAPTAIN JOSEPH HAROLD WELLINGS, UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION;!

"For merltorious achievement as Commanding Officer of
the U.S.5. STRONG, operating as a Unit of a Task Force
during combined minelaying expeditions and bombardment
missions in the enemy Japanese-held Kolombangara and New
Georgia Areas, Solomon Islands, the nights of May 7 and
13, 1943, Skillfully maneuvering through poorly-charted
wvaters under cover of darkness, Captain {then Commander )
Wellings carrled out his assigned duties courageously and
with unwavering determinatlon, del ivering his devasting
bombardments against these heavily-fortified strongholds
and successfully mining areas used extensively by Japanese
surface rorces, subsequently bringing his ship through
without damage rfol/lowing each decisive action. B8y his
britl!iant and inspiring leadership, expert ship-handl ing
and constant devotion to the completion of these extremely
perilous assignments, Captain Well ings contributed immea-
surably to the success of our sustained operations against
the enemy in a vital theater of war and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

! Typed from a draft citation at the Operational Archives
8ranch of the Naval Historical Center, Washington Navy Yard.

£E. A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 2000






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

COMMANDER JOSEPH HAROLD WELLINGS, UNITED STATES NAVY

ror service as set forth in the following
cirarion:!

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Com-
mand ing Off icer of the U.S.S. STRONG in action against en-
emy Japanese rorces in the Solomon [slands, July 4-5,
1943. As part of a task force in close support of the
land ing of United States troops at Rice Anchorage on New
Georgia Island, Commander Wellings skillfully maneuvered
his ship through restricted submarine-infested waters and
effectively bombarded enemy shore batteries and Installa-
tions in the face of Intense Japanese opposition until the
STRONG was struck by an enemy torpedo. Calmly and effi-
ciently, Commander Wellings directed the abandonment of
his sinking ship, heroically remaining aboard as she went
down., The explosion of her depth charges threw him, seri-
ously injured, into the sea, and several hours later he
was rescued. The inspiring leadership and val iant devo-
tion to duty displayed by Commander Wel!ings contributed
materially to the success of a vital mission and were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service.”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

1 Typed from a drarft citation at the Operational Archives
8ranch of the Naval Historical Center, Washington Navy Yard.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
October, 2000












U.SQS'. 5‘..1ROIIG (DD‘.EBP
c/o Floot Post Offic.
DD467/A16-3 San Francisoco,California

mED april 12, 1943

From: The Commanding O0fficer, U.S.S. STRONG.
To : The Commander-in-Chiof, PACIFIC FLEET.
Via : (1) Commender Dsstroyer Division FORTY ONE.
(2) Commander Dostroyer Squadron TWEHTY ONE.
(3) Commander Task Force EIGHTEEN.
(4} Commander Soutl Pacific Forco.

Subject: Action Report of Submarine Attack by V.S.3. STROFG,
7 April 1943.

Roference: (a) Navy Regulations, Art. 712 and Art. 814(8).
(b) C.T.F. 1B Secret Dispatch 080810 of April 1S:47.

Enclosure: (i) Report of Executive Officer, Lisutenant Commars 'p

Fot . PUHDY, U.S". Haw-
(B) Track Chart of subject attack.

1. In accordance with roference (a) the following action
report 1is submitted. Referocnce (b) is the Dispatch Report
required by the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Floet.

2. NARRATIVE
(@) At 2150 LOVE, 7 April, Task Force EIGHTEEN was in

Latitudo 10-05 South, Longitude 162-08 Rast, course 125 degrees
True, speeod 20 knots. The Tasl Force consisted of the USS
HONOLULU (Floet Guide), ST.LOUIS and IELENA formed in columm in
above order, distance 1000 yards, scroeened by six destroyers on
circle 5 in screen Ho. 23. (Comdespac Conf. Serial 01010 of 15
October, 1942), The STRONG's station was 5070. Cirele apacing
1000 yards. 0.T7.C. - C.T.F. EIGHTEEN (Rear Admiral 7.L, Ainsvorth

in HONOLULU).

2151 - (LOVE) Tho STRONG made Sugar George radar contact bearing
150 degrces True, distance 9350. Fox Dog radar was placed
on contact by remote control bearing indicator. Contact
was verifioed by radar intorpreter.

2153 - Went to goneral quarters and informed Task Force Commandor
over T.B.S., of contact boaring 153 degrees Truo, distancoe
4 milos., The D.R.T. in the combat information ecentor and
the plotting room both plotted the contact!s apeed as zera.

2157 - Informed C.?T.F. BIGATEEN ovor T.B.S., "I am investigating”.

2158 ~ Changed course to 180 which placed contact about 5 - 10
degrcoes on port bow.



U.3.S RTRONG (DD4F™)
¢/o F1 at Post Off..2

DD467/A16-3 San Prancisco, California
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2200 - Increased spced to 25 knots.

2203

2204

Fisubmarine Attack by U.S.S. STRONG

- o A Ak e Em S W W M S an o ome o um W e AR W AR o a w

The gunnery officer, machinc
gun officer, torpedo officer and executive officor (radap
interpreter) werc informed of the plan of astion if contact
proved to bo a submarine.

Range had oclosed to about 1150 yards, bearing steady 170,
ordered, "right full ruddor®. . Gontact still on radar screcn.

thon contact about abeam to port ordored, ®rudder amidships”,
and oponed shuttor on firo control searchlight. Cormcnced
firing immediately with S inch, -20 and 40 mm when a largo
size submarine fully surfacod appoared fn center of search-
light beam. Range about 700 yards. The § inch began to

hit immediatoly, the 20 and 40 mm sprayed the decks and hull
from bow to storn. At about -

2204-1/4 - Ordercd ceasqo firing and right full rudder. At this

2208

2225

2235

2249

2253

time throo sure S inch hits had been obsorvod and tho sub-
marine was sinking storn first with about a 10 - 15 dogroa
angle. Tho searchlight shutters woro closed about 2204-1/3.
The ship continued to swing to starboard and the D.R.T.
position of the submarine closced as quickly as possiblo.
Thore was a vory strong smell of dioscl oil as tho ship
passod near tho last position of the submaring, Tho Combat
Information Contor stated that the ship had turnod inside
tho position of the submaring.

Speod roduccd to 15 knots, hoaded away from tho D.R.T.
location until range was about 1800 yards then turncd and at -

Passod ovor D.R.T. position of submarino dropping an cight
chargo pattorn with deop sottings. D.R.T. position of sub-
maring at timo of attack Latitude 10-10 South, Longitudao

162-10 Tast, '

Dropped anothor eight charge pattorn on D.R.T. position of
submarine, Returned to D.R.T. position of the submarine,
turned on 12-inch signal soarchlight for about onc minute.
A fow piccos of unidontifiod small debris worc obsorved.

Informed C.T,F. EIGHTEEN and Comdesron TWEHTY ONE (Commandor
Scroen) ovor T.B.S. that throe sure 5 inch hits worc observed,
that submorine was observed sinking stern first with 10 -

15 degroo anglo and that two full patterns of depth charges

had been dropped on D.R.T. plot.

Recoived orders from C.7.F, EIGHTEEN to rojoin Task Forcec.
-2-

p——
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Actlion Report of Submarine Attack by U.S.S. STRONG
7 April 1943. '
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(d)

(c)

(a)

(c)

(f)

(g)

(h)

GUNNERY AND CASULLTIZS.

Amrmunition exponded, 10 rounds 5" A.A. common, bage
dotonating projectiles with 10 rounds of flashless
povrdor. 98 rounds of 40 mm and 288 rounds of 20 mnm.

Mo casualtles.

Full radar control wes used until searchlight was turned
on: mhon dircctor pointor and trainer shifted to tele-
scope control (partinl radar control). Continuous firo

was omployed.

Throo suro S inch hits woro oksorved as follows: onc in
comning tower; onc in hull below and slightly abaft
conning tower, onc in hull noar stern. One possiblc

5 inch hit was obtained in hull botween coming towor
and bow. Many 40 and 20 mm hits werc obsorvod.

Tho gun blast on the port wing of the bridge from Ho.
2-5" and No. 1-20 mm located just forward and at about
the same lovel as the bridge was suvore when firing on

the quartoer.

Tho only material casualty was tho failure of one dopth
chargao throwor on thae port side to fire. The firing
circuit for this throwor had testod satisfactory 10
hours proviously. Invostigation indicated a break in

tho firing lead nozr tho depth chargae,

Tho flashless povdor was big improvoment over tho smoko-
loss powdor. Tho small flash from the flashloss powder

did not impair tho visibility to any degreec.

The torpedo officor was informod that torpedocs would
bo firod if the contact wore a submarine, but to wait
for the C.0.'s order to firo. Tho problom was sobt up
on the torpede director with bearings from tho Sugar
Gecorge radar. Everything was roady but the C.0. did
not give the order to fire - an orror that will always
bo romembored sinco the undorsigned has strongly
advocated the uso of torpodoes in such circumstances.

There were no personnal casualties.
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MISCELLANEOUS.
(a) Theo initial Sugar Goorgo radar contact was 9350 yards.

Two nights boforo tho samo operator made an initial
Sugar Georgc contact of 12,000 yards. This contact
resultod in the sinking of a Jap submarino by the
U.3.5. O'BANHON.

(b) When serooning a unit cruising at moderate or high
Spced. considorablo distoanco 15 covered betweon tho ini-
tial contact, contzct vorificd, roported and action
talken. Part of this time dolay the night the OTBANNON
Sank 1ts submariro and in this attack was dus to
Scattered roin squalls and hoavy elouds on tho boaring
6f tha contact. In ordar to rcduce this delay tho oxo-
cutive officer (radar Intorpretor) sleops in an upper
bunk in tho captaints soa cabin and beth the captain and
ocxccutive officor are up and out when tho loud romote
radar contact alarm is sounded on initial contact.

{c) A planned mothod of approach and attack is essential.
Events happoned too fast to do much thinikdng and talko
the necessary action near the end of tho aporoach or
whcn action 13 joinod. Thore are othor metheds which
arce perhaps as good if not bettor than the ono solocted.
The mothod soloctod was based on tho following assumptions

(1) Considorablo traffic (largo and small) had loft
Guadalcanal aroa during the day. Ships wero closec
ahoad and astorn of Task Forco 18 at the time of tho

contact, theroforo it was osscntial to vorify if
contact wero onomy. ‘

(2) Contact assumed ta bo submarine, spood zoro.

(3) High spcod, and courso dircetly for submarine
soloctod to roduco timo intorval for submemrino to
tako action, to roducc danzor from submarino
torpodocs, to »rovent submarine from obsorving
vako and to bo in a good pesition to ram or drop
depth chargos if submarino submergod during approach.

(2) Uhon rango was roducod to 1150 yards and "pip" had
not disappoarcd from Sugar Goorge scroon thc target
was brought on tho beam to idontify and to open
firo with all guns at rangeos wvhere there should be

ne missos.
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(d) The rcmote control Sugar George P.P.I. and bearing
Indicator located in the pilot house was of considerable
assistanco in conducting tho approach and assuring tho
commanding officer of tho location of other units, It
1s strongly rccommcnded that romote control P.P.I.'s
bo installed in destroyers as quickly as practicabls.

(63 The smoll of diosel oil whon tho ship roturned to tho
D.R.T. position, and befors as woll as after the depth
charge attacks, was very strong. Tho onginoer officer
and tho doctor both reportod a strong smell of dicscl
01l carricd through the wontilation blowers to the
forwvard ongino room and wardroom.

(f) Vhon tho submarino was illuminatod it was breoadside to
tho STRONG {target anzlec about 280). It was fully
surfaced and very long. As ono signalman said, "hat
2 big son of a bitch®., Theo sizo and shape of the
conning towor and hull vhon compared with O.N.I. sil-
houotteos indicated that the submarine was of the I-
121-123 class. A net cuttor wes obsorved in tho bot.
No deck gun was obscrvod and no numbor was soon on tho

hull or connling towoar,

(g) DEATHER AND SZA CONDITIONS. ~ Wind southoast 6 knots.
Sca wvory smooth with no swolls. Berometor 2993.
Teniperaturo 83. Vator at surfacc 88. Sky ovorcast,
Scattcorod cumulus clouds. Visibility fair.

S. The porformance of duty of all porsomnel wns axcollont.
It is believed that Garris, D.J., RdM2c¢, thc radar operator who
rmade the initial contact; Licutcnant Commander F.'I. PURDY, rodar
interpretor; Liocutenant J.A. CURRAN, sunnory officer and Lioutenant
(Jg) &4.B. GRIIES, aro dosorving of credit. Rocommendations for
avards for tho above porsomnncl will be forwardod in separata

corrospondenco. ) e
dé.H. TBILINGS.

Copy: Cominch
Comairsopac
Comdespac
Comdcspac Reproscentative Sopac
(WHITNEY)
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From: The Exscutive 0fficer.
To The Commanding COfficer.
Sub jJect: Action Repoart.

Referance: (a) Art. 948, U.S. Navy Regulations,

1, At about 2200 LOVE, om April 7, 1943, the USS STRONG
engaged and sank a Japanese submarine in spproximately Latitude
10-05 South, Longitude 162-08 East, Pursuant to reference (a)
following report 1s submitted:

2. Initial contact was mad by S.G. rader bearing 150
degrees True, distance 9350 yards at about 2151. The initial cm-
tact showed a very strong pip which gives rise to the belief that
the submarine had surfaced immediately before contact was made.
Control was immediately cocached on snd made contact by F.D. radar.

Se Beginning with the initial contact, the plot was started
on the D.R.T. This gave the tarzet course as roughly east, speed
about 2 knots. As the plot continuwed target speed appeared to drop
to zero. The Plotting Room reporited that they had a solution and
that target speed was zero. The fact that the submarine at first
was tracked at 2 knots and later appeared to have atopped supports
the theory that it had Jjust surfaced.

4. From 2158 on, the bridge was kept advised of ths true
bearing and distance to the contact. The range closed rapidly
untll 2203 when ths S.3. radar showed a range of about 1150 yards,
bearing 170. During the approach the positiom of this stopped sub-
marine was plotted accurately on the D.R.T. S.3. radar kept the
sound operatcr coached on the bearing of the submarine, I directed
the sound operater to llsten far propeller nolses. Pinging was
stopped before starting our approach in order to avold the possi-
bllity of appraising ths submarine of owr presence. The radar
screen was clogsly observed during the approach amdin the event
that the "pip" had disappeared indiecating submarine had submerged,
the sound operator was prepared to immediately start pinging m
the bearing whers radar contact had bsen lost,

S. Combat Information Center was kept informed of the
situation at all times by the Bridge, Control and Loockouts. From
the time that firing ceassd, contimucus efforts were made to regain
contact by radar (the contact was last seen on the radar screen
Just after firing was opened). Using the D.R.T. plot the Captain
was coached "on" far two depth charge runs. Charges were drooped
when the D.R.T. iIndicated the ship over the sub. Sound contact was
not made at any time although the sound operatar was constantly

coached in hils search by reference to D.R.T. Plot,
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6. It i3 belleved that the perfcrmance of duty of the
following named officers and men was outstanding and econtributed
to the destruction of this subtmarire:

Lisutenant J.A. CURRAN, USN, Fire Control Officer.
Lieutenant (jg) A.B. GRIMES, USN, Tracker.

JONES, J.J., SKlc, Dirsctor Pointar

BRAKEFIELD, S.C., RDMZec

BUTLER, S.F., RDMZc

FERGUSOW, S.D., RDMZ2c

GARRIS, D.J., RDMZc

F.W., PURDY
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/(Changed _
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0, Officer

ins) May 31, 1943

lst Endorsement on
ComTaskFor Eighteen
Conf. 1ltr. Ser 014,
dated April 17, 1943

From: The Camuander South Pacific Area and South Pacific Force
To: The Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Report on Operations April 1-7 Inclusive.

1. Forwarded.

2. The Commander South Pacific concurs in the opinion of the Comuander
Task Force EIGHIEEN that 2 sutmarines were definitely dsstroyed.
Qfficers and men of the U.S.S. Q'BANNON and U.S$.S. STRONG are to be
congratulated. The part played by the U.S.S. STRONG in both instances
is particularly noteworthy.

3. It is considered that ths Commander Task Force EIGHTEEN exercised
sound judgment in carrying out the directives of OP-Plan 9-L3.

L. Classification of this correspondence is hereby changed to "Secret."”

Copy to:
ComAirSePac
CTF18
CIF19
CandirSols
Comdesron 21
Comdesdiv 11
C.0. USS Q'BANNON
C.0. USS STRONG






P15 UNLTED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Flagship of COMMANDER TASK FORCE EIGHTEEN

Serial 0085
24 April 1945
Frea: Camander Task Force EIGHTEEN.
e Lieutenant James Albert Curran, U.S, Navy.
Yia : Cexmanding Officer, U,.5.S., STRONG.
Subject: Comnendation.
1. The Commander Task Force EIGHTEEN takea pleasure

in ceamending you for yeur perfermance ef duty as gunnery officer
of the U.S.S. STRONG en the night of April seventh, 1943.

2, On this occasion the U,5.3. STRONG was engaged in
screening this to.ak force off San Cristobal Island, Solemen Islands.,
Contact was made en a pessible enemy vessel on the surface; the
STRCHG made a daring and skillful approach te within less than one
tbousand yards of this contaet and surprised an enemy submarine
en the surface, Ry the skillful and prompt action of the battery
under your charge, this submarine was sunk by gunfire and depth
charges witheut injury to the STRONG er her crew,

3. Your perfermance of duty in bringing the gunnery
personnel and material to the high standard ef training and
efficiency exhibited en this eccasion reflects great credit en
yourself and is in keeping with the best traditions ef the naval

sarvice,

W. L. AINSWORTH

Cepy to:
Cincpac
Camsspec






UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Flagship ef COMMANDER TASK FORCE FIGHTEEN

SERIAL 0086
24 April 1943
CONFIDENTI AL
From: Commander Task Force EIGHTEEN.
To @ Lisutenant (Junier grade) Alton Barger Grimas,
0.5, Navy.

Via : Commanding Officer, U,5.S. STRONG.
Subject; Cammendation,

1. The Commander Task Force EIGHTEEN takes pleasure

in commending yeu for your performance of duty as radar efficer
of the U,5.3. STRONG, which indirectly resulted in the sinking
of one Japanese submarine by the U.5.S. O'BANNON en the night eof
April fifth, 1943, and of the sinking of another by the U.5.S.
STRONG aen the night of April seventh, 1943.

2. On both of these occaaions, the O'BANNON and
STRONG were engaged in acreening this task force in the vicinity
of the Solemen Islands, Due to the high state of material
efficliency of apparatus and te the therough training and indoc~
trination of personnel under yeur charge, twe Japanese submarines
wers detected on the surface and sunk by gunfire; one by the
U.S5.S. OVBANRON on the night ef April fifth, and a secend by the
U.S8.5S. STRONG on the night eof April seventh. This leadership and
professionsl ability is in keeping with the highest traditions
of the naval service,

W. L. AINSWORTH

Copy te:
Cincpac
Comsepac






In 1541 the 20-mm Oerl ikon air-cooled machine gun began to replace the ,50=cal.
water-cooled machine gun as the Navy's standard |ight antiaircrart weapon. (it
was also called a machine cannon because it rfired explosive shells,) This ear-
ly Mark 4 version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two locaders.
¥hen fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter wads also required to enter range data. The Oerlikon had an effective range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (OFfFficial USN Photo.)
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From: The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. STRONG. & So5
To The Commander-in~Chiof, PACIFIC FLEET. MMz
Vie : (1) The Commandor Destroyer Division FORTY oMk, — o
(2) Tho Commander Destroysr Squadron TVWENTY ONE. -
(3) The Commander Task Force ZIGHTEEN. B
(4) The Commander South Pacific Fopee. L
Subject: Actlon Report - Bombardment of v11a Stanmore - night

of 12-10 May 1943,

Reference: (a)_Art. 7.2 -and Art, 814(6) T, S Navy Regulatlons.
(b) ComThird Flaeot Oporation Plan 1l=43 of 7 lay 1943.
(¢) C.T.F.. 18 Operation Order 7«43 of 9 Lay 1943,
(d) C.0. RADFORD QOporation .Order 2-43 of 9 llay 1043,
{e) ComThird Fleot Desp. 102355 of Hay 1943,
(r) c.T.F. 18 Qperation Order 7-43, revised, of
11 May 1943

Enclosure (A) Track chart of USS STRONC for bombardnant of Vila
Starmore Plantatlon, 13 NMay 1943.

1. Reference (b) ordored Commander Task Force EICIIT N
to mine tho eagtern side of Kula Gulf-and bombard enemy troops
and lozistic concentrations in tho.Vile Stanmore area, Kolom-
banuara Tsland, Solomon Ialands, :on the night of 12-13 May. The
riine field was laild and the bombkrdmont conducted in accordance
with references (c¢) and (d) as modified by referenco ().

2. The Vila Stanmoro group consisted of the lisht cruisers
IIOITOLULY, ITZLENA and WASIIVILLE; the destroyers NICIOLAS, TAYLOR,
O'BAHPON STRONG and CIIEVALIER, plus the mining datachment RAD=
FORD, PRhBLE GAMDLE. and BREESE. The Munda group consisted of
the ST, LOUIS, JENKINS and 1"LL.'I.‘C:‘T"FR.

Je J.IA.RRA.TIVE
(a) Preliminary Oporctions.
IILE (zono =-11)

1325 Passed through Point Grand Central in Latltude 8 degroos
15 minutes South, Longitude 159 degrees, 25 minutes Zast,
on course 300 True, spcod 25 lknotsz. The Task Force wac

49730 in & GI‘LiSlnu formation with tho cruisers in colunn in
followins order from the van: IIONOLULY, LLENA, INASIIVILLI.
Dastroyers wore statlioned as follows; NICICLAS 2315; ”
TAYLOR 2045; CHTZVALIER 21353 Q'DANNON 2180; STRONG 22£Q.
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Subjoct:

Actlon Roport - Dombardrient of Vila Stanmore - nizsht
of 12-13 May 1943.

JMRRATIVE (continucd)

TIIT {zonc -lll

1825 (contd)

2230 -
2325 -
2400 -
0017 -
0030 -~
0040 «
0055-2/3
0100 -

Circlo spacing 1000 yards, CHEVALIZER, O!BAINIOLT and STIONG
naintaining station on tho rear cruiser (LASHIVILLE). The
lline Detachment was formed in column 2000 yvards astorn of
the OTDANNON in tlio following order: RADFORD, GAMBLE,
DREESE. Tho STRONG was in roadiness for action Condltion
Two and HNatsrial Condition of readiness Baker with all
gun crews slooping or rosting at their guns. All four
boilers wers on tho main staam llne w1th full powor
available. _ .

ot to Genoral Quarters in accordanco with Instructions
of Gonnandor Taslt Porcea HIGHTDEN.

Chanzod course to 270 without sicnﬁi.

Chanzed course to 22a True and slowed to 20 Jnots without
signql Formation changoed to a singlo colurn in following
order from van: NICIIOLAS, TAYLOR, HOUOLULU, HILINA,
HASHVILLE, O'DANKON, STRONG'and CHEVALIER followod by

. the line Detacnment Distance botweon cruiscrs, 700

yards; between destroyers 500 yards., 1000yards distance
between TAYLOR and HONOLULU.

HOHOLULU chanued courso to 180 vithout siznal and
comricncod standing inte Xula Gulf. The STRONG chanzod -
courso at 0022. Retwoen 0022 and 0100, - STRONG steered
various courses botwecn 180 and 165 to maintain station
in colurn as Taslt Forco nmroceeded into Kula Culf,
(about) liino Detachment preoceoded on nining mission.
lloon sot behind hills of Kolombangara.

{b) Bombardmont Operations.

Obscrved acarchlighta:on shoro to starbonrd in vicinity
of bivouac arca, Vila Ctanmorc.

IIONOLULU comncnced iring., %his was also gsignal for
shlps to commonco bombardment.
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HARRATIVE (continued)

TIIT (zone ~11}

a100-1/2 First aalvo from SUROIG. Searchlights wero either turnod
out or shot out by tho_cruisors at qbout this timao,

0.100-1/2 to 1104-1/2 - STROUG firod on assigned target on north
shoro Bambari Harbor.

0101-1/2 to 0108-1/2 ~ STRONG fired on assigned tarzot on northorn
section of Kape Harbor,

- 0l08-1/2 to Olll =~ Coased firing and cornductod radar soarch.
0lll-1/2 Commenced firing_at assignqd targdt in bivouac aroa.

011¢ -~ Ceased firing in bivouac arca and lost steoring conbrol
‘on the bridzc as STRONZ was about to turn 90 dagrces. o
port to course Q90 following astern of the O7RANNOII.
Shifted stcering control to the stecring engine room.
Stopped port cngino, went ahcad flonk spécd on starboard
cnzine then stopped starboard engine until stooring
control vas dofinitoly shifteéd to the trick whcol in tho
stoering engine room. co ks E '

0119-1/2_Cam0 loft to coursc 080, all engineg_ahqad_ilank spcod.

0121 -~ ith O!BANNON bearing 030, distanco 1300 yards, camc
1lcft to 030 to rogain station astorn of O!DBANNON.

0123 =~ All enzines ahcad full speed. Tho STRONG did not firo
at Dairoko llarbor as called for in tho bombardment plan
duo to tho stooring gecar casualty, This plan called
for about four and onc lalf minutes of fire in tho
Dairalto llarbor arca. _

0125 - GSTRONG regainod station astern of O!'BANNON and comnenced
firing at assigned arda in Rice Anchoragc.

0128 =~ <(Ceased firing on assigned targot in Riecc Anchorazo.
Dombardmont complotcd_. _
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NARGATIVE (continuod)

TIME | (zone ~11)

0130
0151

0140

0201
0z0z2

1

Increcascd spood to 28 kngta.

- Decroased speed €o 15 lmots and then to 10 knots in ordor

to maintain station enastorn of O'DANIOH.

Incrcasod spoed to 28 knots'féliowing in column astcrn
of O'BANKON, |

Unloaded Gun #2 through the muzzle.

" Shifted stcoring control to the bridge.

Formation shiftcd course and axis to 090 and Tormod
crulsing disposition. STRONG stationed 2000 yords on
port quartor of tho roar cruisor (NASHVILIE). At this
tino Task Forco had cloared Kula Gulf., )

| GUIIERY.

(a) Expcnded G15 rounds of 5"/38 cal, A.A. conrion
projoctilos, - Bxpendod 370 rounds - of flrshless
powder, 445 rounds of smokeless powder.

(b) FIRE CONTROL. e diroctor was not used to solvo
the firo conlrol proulom. Tho computcr was sct %o
"local", The ship!s position was establishied by
Sail Georze radar rangcs 'and bearinzs,., Tho Combat
Information Centor informed the plotting room of the
range and true bearing to tho initial pointz of oach
target aron.  On “lark" tho timo motor of tho computor
was started and a surface problem with target speod
zero sot up in tho computor. Shortly beforc openinz
fire, and soveral times during firing at cach aroa,
tho computerts genorntod range and bearing was compared
with tho rango and bLoaring on tho track ¢hart in the ,
Combat Information Cintor., The M.P.I. was moved chout
the target aroa Ly thic application of range and de- 5
Tlaction spots. Firo conirol schedulecs wore drawn
up for this purposo for oach targct arca, The guns
wero in automatic, fuzes sct on "safo, A 3ix sccond
salvo buzzor was uscd with firing koy and salvo
buzzor oporatcd from stable elemsnt in tho plotting
room.

- 4 -
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of 12-13 May 194u. . S :

(¢} Gunnory Coaualtios.

(1) Gun clg On 42nd salvo brocch vould not clogo,
cqrtridgo casc rcmovcd pluz was tlion groased and oil
spraycd on - tho ulotu ln \JLCH tho plun slides. After
hivout throo mlmuites tho broceh plug was zblo to bo closed.
Anothecr cartridro c"so e rammod and tho mun firoed. o
further troublc was oxpevicneced bir this gun vhiel Tircd
a total of 133 rounds. N

(2) Gun #2. On 164th zalvo, brooch pluzs would nét closo
Extracted 1rErid 0 but lorgo pilocos. of corlk odborcd =Q

tho ingldo of the pnudor chanbor. - This cork wos romovod,
the plug groassd and oll sprayod on tho slots in wh_cn Lho
olug slidos. JAnotiior cartridro caso was ramcd into tho
~un and the brocell plug. tanpod closod. The fun was then
tnloadod through tho muzzle = 33 m4nutns afuu“ tho
complotion of tho bonbﬂrduont. o

(3) Gun . Brcocn nluﬂ would not closc whon the
155th round was loadod into tho gun. . Gun coptain thought
1t wzo a miafiro and roported i1t as such. Furthor in-
veatization indicatcd that brecch plug had not complotely
clozcd, The rlus was then bapped closcd and the sun un-
loadod through tho ruzzle about onc ninutc aftcr conﬁ]ﬁt;on
ol the bombnrdmont. : TR S N o

(4) Gun fs. P*rod 17 additional salvos. ‘Salvos fron
tho CHEVALIZR .cleso astorn causcd tho pgun captain to firo
thosc additional sclvos by porcussion whon ho migstool:
1osc salvos as STROWG aﬁlvos.

(d) cqrtriq&_ Cago Extractors. Each dcstrcyor has onc
oxtractor in accordancc with the Ordivinecc Allovanco
List. This numbor 1is uotnlly Inadoquate. Each
destroyor should have ono for cachh mount, It talics
too ruch time -during bLattle, ‘particularly at nigsht,
to ot the ono oxtractor to. thc mount which has the
casualty. Tho STRONG and other dostroyors have had
to usc thcsc ecxiractora at lcast once Auring sustalned
firings. Tho impoirtance of exircceting thc cariridso
caso quickly both from thic vicwpolnt of snfety and
gotting the gun back in commission cannct Lo over-
cnmphagized. Ponding action by Burcau Ordnniice
additional oxtractora should bo manufacturcd by tiic
destroyor tondors. '
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Short Cartridsgo Cases. BuOrd Circular Lotter A-25-42
of 3 MNovombor 194Z authorizos short cartridgo cascs
for clecaringz projeciilos lodgod in bore of ;uns using
fixecd ammunition, Similar short cartridgo casos
should bo authorized for the 5"/38 caliber soni-rixod
ammunitlon dn ordor to clear thosc guns for acticn

in tho shortcat possiblo time and to provont tho
dotonation of a2 shell allowod to romain in a hislly
hoatod sun bharrol. : : !

Brooch Plugs not compleotoly elosinm. Tho STROIG had
throc diffceront broach plugs which failed to cor. ~tol:
clogo, It is Belioved that all tho ships ensazcu an

ls bombardment liné ot least ono brocch plug viiich

falled to closc. In the easo of tho WICIOLAS and

CISVALIETR this {failwuro rosulted in a scrious casualty.

This casuvalty vhieh anparontly 1s common on suztaincd
firings undoubtodly is »artly due to impropor loading. 5
Howover tho broech plug cloarances end the tyne of oll f
and sroage used should be investigated in order to

reducc thia dangorous cosualty to an absoluto mininun.

I1TSCEILANEQUS.

Stcering goar casualty. The stecering zoar casunliy
rmcntionod In Ttho Narrative was causod by a loose
conncction on tho holding coil of the maln linc
contactor in the synchro tic control panol loented in
tihe steoring onginc room.  This looso conncetion caused
the contactorz to open and resulted in loss of power
to tho synchro tic unit which in turn causcd. tle loss
of stooring conirol on the bridge. Stocring control
was thon shifted to thic triclt wheol., -It is gtronsly
racorricndcd thiat this control pancl bhe cheelicd bofore
ovorntion and tho contactors locliod in cloascd position.
It is furthor rocomriended thiat thoe shifting of stcering
control bo practicod during terget prao cticoa. Tho
STRONG took tco long to shift control accomponiod by
too much talking., ‘Milo steoring contrel wna lost

for only about 30 soconds it scemed 1likc about an

hour particulnrly since the ghip was in tlic lover

ond of Lule Gulfl headod for Blackett Strait.
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(b) Piring at Aircrarft. At 0534, 13 llay, whon about 30
mircd norahoase ol ¢he NMusacll Island, vhilce on courso
120 Truo, cno airecraft wos traoacltod for 20 miles on
tlic 3ugar Charlic radar. HNo rccognition signals wero
plclized up by tho Sugar Charlic radar. The alrcraft
did have its rcd ana zreen running lizhts turned on.

It was too dark to idenilfy the aireraft. It renainod
on a steady cowrso hcnding tewards the STRONIG which was
stationod on the nort quarter of the rcar gruiscr,

This airecraft waa rovorted on the T.B.S. Wacn tho rango
closcd to B00OC yards, Tho STRONG reported to C.T.1,

18 over tho T.3.5. tnot the alrcraft had boen trar :cd
for 20 miles, that no reccognition signals conld
detoctod and that i it continucd to closc, fire would
bo opcned unlezs otherwviso diroctod. C.T.F. 13 roplied
yolt and shortly thereaftcr "do not opon firc on
planc”. In the meeontimec tho range closed to 4000 yards,
the UASIVILLE opencd Tiro with 40 mn and tho 3TRhOIG
firod 5.roundn of 57/53 calibor at the aircreft. Tio
circraft apparently was not hit since it rapidly

clecared the formaotion.

(¢) Woathor. Wind 030 Truc, Force 1l. Sea from 300 Truo,
TForco L. Visibility pood to oexcollont ~ about 7-8
milos. Barometor 29,89. Clouds -~ alto cumulus from
030 Truec amount 5. loonsct bohind hills of Kolom~

banzara 0044,

(d) There wore no personncl casualtios. Thero uwcro no
indivicdual instances <Zoscrving praisc or consurc. All
hands conducted themsclves in a very creditablo mamnor.

7 J%LI%S.

Advcnece copy ro:
Coriinch
Cincpac

Copy to:

Cincpac

Corizopac
Comairsopnc
Condgspac
ComdespacRop Sopac
C.%,F., 18
Condesron 21
Comdcgdiv 41






TDACSK CUART UCLITAUDGTY JILA
STAITON, 15 IRy 1240
TICLOSIRE (A) w0 U35 Tl s
ACTION WHPOXT, SEUTAL O OV
15 LAY 19473,

Aerwd

Doy

horek

!'af"







The U.5.S. Strong (DD-467 ) del fvering mail to the U.S.S. Honolulu (CL-48) off Esplritu Santo in early July,
1943, The Strong was sunk by a Japanase torpedo a Few days later in Kula Gulf while bombarding enemy shore
instalilat fons on New Georgia Island. Fortunately, most of the officers and crew were rescued by other des-
troyers, but rorty-five were fost, including the execut/fve officer, Lt. Cmdr. F. ¥, Purdy, USN. One of ths

Honelulu's catapults for her observation planes appears at the fower right. (National Archlves photograph)







Excerpt from Destroyers in Action

by Richard A. Shafter.*

“d4 Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Menton the word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picrure of a little ship steam-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battewagon’s heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the little ship is tossing like a cork, with the white
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard ro starboard, There are 2 couple of
splashes on her portside and a moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tin fish she has sent on their
voyage of destruction. And 2 shorr while later there
is a terrific crash. The enemy’s sides and decks are
clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards apart. And another navai
battle is won

It is an inspiring picture that has adorned many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year, The pracdce looks different. Whether
it’s even more romanric than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “tncan.” QOne thing, however, can
be said for it: it's most versadle. If Kipling's crack
about the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s 2 Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she’s 2 work-
horse.”

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on is way to church, it's
all one to 2 farmer's workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on andsubmarine parrol roday: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed pattern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater raider; tomorrow, she may be rding
herd on a convoy of merchanmmen: running breath-
lessly and tongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and chen tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, ail enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aireraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
homed eggs to drop in waters the enemy's fleet is cer-
tain to traverse. Then again, they might give her a

*New York: Carnell Maritime Press, 1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out to sweep the
channels leading to 2 new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown there, and
then the next day converr her into a fast transporrt and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yer on their way with reea-
forcements, supplies, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
that has landed them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of.

Then again, on dury with a task force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the actual engagement begins, throwing a smoke
screen around the carrier or batzlewagon to spoil the
enemy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
bartleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
thac causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it’s the destroyer
thac rushes in clase, though the heat may blister what
patches of paint are still lefr on her sea-bitcen plates,
and takes off the men sull left alive after the unsuc-
cessful bactle to save their doomed ship. As the hull of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the dde,
a roaring inferno, yer still floating, it is the destroyer's
job to come in and send the once proud crzft to the
bortom with a torpeda, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy's hands,

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer's lot. Many a flier, shot down by ack-
ack, or forced down in 2 gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefarigable DD would not
give up the scarch. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gailons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the wradidonal price that any carrier gladly paid to a
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DD's do it!” has almost become axiomaric
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion, Their speed.
their maneuverability, their relarively high firepower

QVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the mast versa-
ale, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy's true “expendables.”

The spirir of the little ships reflects itself in thar of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bir apart from che
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have o0 do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man might ger a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yer the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs abour it all and swears
i’s a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his particular trade imposes upon him. He's
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “sofdes.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Patrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever wenr to
sea. Bur let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn’t ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed acton, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nuwshell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gotta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, hut of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of writing like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a little ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of dury
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Battleships are a lirtle like steel cides or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields. '

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clean lines of her, in
her speed and roughness, in her curious gallanery.”
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The U,5.5. Strong (DD-487) was sunk on the night of July u4=5, 1943, In Kula

Gulf, between kKolombangara and New Georgia Isfands in the central Solomons,
while bombarding enemy positions in support of landings at Rice Anchorage.







U S. S - STRONG- {DDA&?}

commﬁ:ﬁ CL..,;- }d; ;;"" . . July 10, 1943

From: ‘The Commanding Officer. |
To : . . The Commander in Chief, T.S. PACIFIC FLEET.
Via : The Commander Task Group 36.1.

. The Commarder South PaCIflc "Force.

Subject: .= ‘Action Report of Bombardment of Kula Gulf Area and
. Pircumstances of Sinking s U.£.8. STROXG, Iuly 5, 1943.
Reference: - {a) U.S. Navy Rerulations, Article 712 znd 81i.
{b) PACTLT CONWF. Ltr. 36CL—L2 of MMov. 8, 1942.
(c; PACFLT COKF. Ltr. 39cnﬁ-42 of Tov. 29, 191,2

Enclosures: (A) Track Chart of STROIG in Kula Gulf.

1. In acbordcnce hlth references (a), (v}, end (c)the
following actlon report is submitted concernlng the operations of
U.S.5. STRONG in the bombardment of Kula Gulf objectives, and sub-
sequent sinking of U.S.S. STROI'G. Inasmuch ag all notes and data
were lost with the ship, tie times given ars approximste.

2. The  STROVG was a unit of Task Group 36.1, whoss mission
was to bombard shore installztions on Kolombangara and Bairoko
Harbor, lew Georgia in conjuntion with lendings to be effected at
Rice Anchorape New Geo;gla, by TRAJSDIV 11l and TEhfSDIV 12.

. g At 2200 all hands went to General Quarters. Lt this
tine the cruisers were in column fcormstion in order: HOFOLULU, ST,
IOUTS, HELENA; Destroyers vere disposed in clrcular anti-submarine
screen number 22. ©STROKEG wes in Station one (4020), NICHOLLS in
station two, O'BAILOF in four, CEEVALIER in three. Sourse 297, fleet
speed 25 knots.

4. At 2323 the formastion changed course to 215 true, and
commenced the approach into Xula Gulf.

5. At beS the”COufSe:was"Chan'ed to 255 true.

6. At sbout 001G the course was changed to 190 true, and

our position was adjusted to form astern of NICHOLAS, At this time
the SG radar screen was clear except for orne pip, which was identi-
fied by IFF as a "Black Cat"™, located 3000 yds., 080 true from
Sasamboki Islaxd. ) _

7 ‘At ‘about 0028 the STRONG commenced.firlng on. reported
batteries on starboard beam. Rangefinder renges, checked by SG
range to land on the bearing, were used. Salvos were laddered besck
end forth. The Cunnery Officer ordezed "Cease Firing", after 10
salvos, inasmuch as the flashes appeered to be explosions from
eruiser shells instezd of shore batteries,

-1 -
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Subjeect: Actlon Report etc., Page 2.
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8. At a2bout 0034 course was changed to 090 true; follow1ng
astern of NICHOLAS. Sasamboki Island was'bearing West, Fire was .
comnenced on Balroko Harbtor. A prellmlnary range and true bearing
were given to plot by SG radar. This wes set up-on the computer,
which was in "local®, with time motor off, synchronize E knob in the
OUT position. The dlrector was not sw1tched into the computer. On
"merk" the time motor was switched on, and & 'surface problem with
target speed zero was comasenced, A check of data was made between
generated rangs and bearing and SG range and bearing. Guns were in

full sutomatic; sa2lvo signal and firing key were pulled in plot,
using & 5 second intervel, one second buzzer. AA comuon projectiles
and flashless powder were used. A salvo table, with range and
deflection spots, having the southwest tip of the target area as
reference was applied in plot. ©Spot received from the "Black Cat"

was that the NICHCILAS and STRONG were hitting target area. A large
fire wes observed in the area. The STRONG fired approximetely 300
rounds., The only material caesualty wes a misfire in gun 3 on the
40th salvo. Attempts were being made to clear this when the ship
was torpedoed,

9. At 0040 fire was ceased, and courée dhanged to 000 true.

: 10. At 0043 the Gunnery Officer, the undersigned, sew a thin
phosphorescent vwrake of atout 3000 yards din length strikse the port
side amidship &t a track angle of 90 degrees. He attempted to
inform the bridge, but immediately a violent explosion shook the ship
caused it to lurch to port, then almost immediately teke = 1ist of
15 degrees to starboard (This was Tead and Teported by the quarter-
master) The wake was seen also by the Lachlne Gun Control Officer
and port after lookout,

11, Power wss lost throughout the ship. Emergency power
was aveileble immediately and remsined on the ship es long es it
was manred., All nain battery guns were shifted to emergency power
except gun 5. Emergency power cut in to the computer automatically.
A1l guns were shifted to local control, with orders not to fire on
any target unless designated by the control officer, This was
acconplished within 5 minutes. Radio equipment wes plzced back into
operation after shifting to emergency poWer "with the exception of
the TBS transmitter. The antenna rotation: control of the SC radar
was inoperative. The SG radar was jarred out of tune, but was
restored to excellent emergency operation. The FD radar was in-
operative {Rangefinder ranges were available.) Steering engine
received. er€rgency pOwWer, Mag321ne CTEWs were ordercd to stand by
the sprlnkllng ‘systen. _
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12 Communloatlons 1nterna11y were generelly'excellent.
Communication was meirtained with all guns except with the after

. LOMM and 20 MM irnstallstions. 2JV circuits went out immediaztely.

For external. communlcatlons ‘all receivers were in operation. . All
transmitters were dead.: Attempts were made-to report torpedoing
over. TBS, :"Blaclk.Cat",” and: Task Force frequency with no success,

-All -antennas were. down.u'Flashing-light was sent to CHEVALIER, who
repo*ted tne torpedoln 50 the Task Group Commander.-

13 | Steemlng condltzon of- englneerlng plan Fourlboilers
were in use with 750 dezrees ¥, steam temperature. The plant was
entlrely spllt Both englnee were meklng 195 r.p.o.

i DA A largﬂ hole was torn in the- port elde end mein deck .in

the v1cln1ty of frame 90,  The deck plates were buckled between.

frames 75 end 105, The superstructure deck house collapsed on the
poTs side between the after side of number one stack and forward
torpedo mount tase ring. The boat winch was gone. Number 2 motor
whaleboat was torn apert' one helf of the boat dangled from the

forward dav1t.

15. In number .one : flreroom number: 4 blower and blower room
were gone. The fuel oil heaters carried away, and oll from them
sprayed up through the hose in the msin deck, It wes impossible
to observe the éntire condition of boiler number 2 because of the
immediate flooding of the fireroom; the.port side of 1%t was observed
by the Chief Weterﬂﬁnder to be crumpled uf

_ 16. The bulkhead between the forward fire room and forwerd
engineroom was blown away, The evaporators and the ladder from the
port hatchway were seen to heve been blown away. No- other damage
was observed here since the -gpece wias almost immediately flooded,

17. Seams were oponed on the starboerd side of the bulkhead
between the forward engine roonm and after fireroom, A vent line
carried away hehind number three boller, The lower level flooded
rapidly. Before the crew left the fireroom, they secured the stops
on number three boiler. A short time before the ship sank safety
valves lifted on number:three boiler.

. 18. The after englneroom was not ficoded. The only material
danage observed was & fire in a relay coil behind number two main
distribution switchboard which was extinguished by use of COQ 2
extlngulsher. The: after generator furnished power for approximetely
one minute, at the end of which time it lost the load because of low
stean pressure, Shortly thercafter the Assistant. Engineer Cfficer
It.(jg) R.E. TROST, USKH, decided to secure the after engine room
for towlng. The bulkheed stope were secured, and the jacking gear
was engaged., : -
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- 19, The Flrst Lieutenant and Damege Control Offlcer reported
the extent of demage to the bridge. The Assistant Egginecer Officer
teported that, withthe after fireroom flooded,: it wag impossible to
make any headway. The Gunnery officer ordered ell ammuntion shifted
to port side. It was dedided not to jettison the torpedoes lest
8 hot run endanger the transports to sterbosrd. end.the cruisers to
‘port. ¥ord was . then. ressed for all personnel below to lay up to the
port side of the mein deck. This was relayed to the megazines and
handllng rooms. -The - mounts reneined manned, :

o 29 At 0113 tne CH:VALI”H rammed the shlp ot frame 70 at a
speed of 10 knots end an engle of 30 degrees. Her bow stopped
‘adjacent to the after end of gun 2. STRONG personnel crossed the
water-to cargo nets on the CHEVALIER's side at the after 20MM guns,
and went hand over hand to the forecastle cn mooring lines which
were secured to the STRONG's superstructure deck,

21, Word wag receized by the Gunnery Officer to abandon ship
At this time the ship was very low in the water and heeled over
about 60 degrees. On going below he discovered the superstructure
deck forward of - number ocne steck under water. ,

22, - At 0120 the CHEVAlrER becked off. At this time the
shore -batteries were illuminating the scene with starshells. Salvos
were observed over and short. A stick of bombs fell near the .
CHEVALIERS's fan-tail. The Commending Officer of the CHEVALIER
informed the undersigned that any further Time alongside the STRONG
would risk loss of hlS own ship.

23. 'A%t 0122 as the CHEVALIER was backing off, the STROLG
broke in two pieces and sank. Four depth charges exploded near the
Torecastle of the CHEVALIZER: inasmuch a&s the depth cherges werghll
on "Safe" during the bombardment, it is believed that the operation
of the charges was caused by the shock of the torpedo explosion.-

2%, . The USS CHEVALIER reseded'7 officers end 234 men., The
USS RAIPH TALBOT rescued two officers (one of which was Commender
J.H, VELLINGS, seriously wounded) and three mén,

25, REGwanrnnTIons-

(e) It is: recommended that the weiﬂhted bags for dis-
posal of registered. publlcetlons be made smeller
~in diemeter to permit their passcge through circuler
hatchways. -
(b) An automatic device for cutting in emergency power
- to the 5 inch guns is recommended., The present in-
stallation requires laborius operation of undogging
panel door.
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(¢} At lcast two SG radars should be available; one for
navigetion, one for search and gunnery, An alternz-
tivo would be a system whereby target designation

could be given to gun control without interruption
of the searching sweep.

26, All perscncs) conducted themselves ia a cereditable manner
Lt. (jg) B.F. JETTON, T-7(G), USNR, Communication Officer, and
Enzign W.F. BEDRICK, I'-V.G), USNR, Assistant Commuzication Officer
are recommended for citatioa; both sre missing dve to their disregard
of their own lives to Jispose of registered publications and des-
truction of registored devices, Lieutenant D.A. HEGAN, D-V(G), USKR
is rccomaended for citation for entering the forward engine room to ’
rescue a wounded man, axd later in charge of the gig, for rescuing
17 men from the water.

J.A. CURRAN
Lieutenant, US. Navy.

cc:
ComDesPac
ComTaskGroup 36.1
Comdesron 21
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From: - - The Cormarding Officer, Ex-U.S.S. STRONG (DD467).
To. = .. :The Commender-in-Chief, U.S. PACIFIC FLEZT.
Via : (1) The Commeandér Destroyer Squadron TVELTY ONE.
“..» (2) The Commander Task: Forcc EIGHTEEN.
{3) Thc.Commandcer qOUTH PACIF¢C FOHCE

Subject: Action Rebort of Bombardmcnt of Rula Gulf Arca end
Circumstances of Slnklng of U.5.8. STRONG, 5 July 1943,
Applifying Report.

Rcferencef [a) U.S.'sty:Reguldtions, Arficie 712 and 814.

Enclosure: (A)fkction;Report”anduCircumstanccs of Sinking of USS
E ' STRONG submitted by Secnior Unwoundcd Survivor -
. USS STROFG Cornf. Ltr. of 10 July 1943, Registered
_nNumber 1269. \

1. Thc Commandlng Offlccr ex-U 5 S. S”ROIG Conmender.
J.H. VELLILGS, concurs with the. stetcments conteined in Enclosure
(A) written by the senior unwounded survivor. It is desired to
amplify Enclosure (A) as follows: L .

(a) The formation of the Task Force et the time the STRONG

was hit was as follows: -the NICHOLAS (DD449) wes on course 000
degrees true, about 1000 yards ahead of the STROXG. Taking into
considcratlon the time to chenge course 90 degrees at 20 knots (1
minute, 30 seconds) the STRONG was on course 000 degrees for 1-1/2
mlnutcs when hit by the torpedo. The BONOLULU was 1000-1500 ysrds
astern .of the STROI'G end: ttcrefore should have bheen ‘chenging course
from. 090 to 000 true, - The HELEMA snd ST.LOUIS were 1000 yards astern
of HONOLULU in thc order indiceted on course 090 degrees and were .
8till firing at Bairoko Inlet, The O'RAMNON (DD4L50) snd CEHEVALIER
(DDL51) werc on course 090 degrces astcrn of ST.LOUIS in order
indicated, distanco between Sulps 500 yards and flrlng at Bairoko
Inlet.

(b) Enemy surface or suhmerged craft were not detected by th-
STRONG or other ships of the Tesk Force prior to the STROKG being

hit. The gunnery officer stateé he saw a %torpedo wake bearing 270
Teletive an instant before the ship was hit. ~This would place the

Submarine inside the "U" formed- by the bombardment coursc of 190
degrees for Vila Plantation; the bomberdment course of 090 degrees
for Bairoko and the first retiremecnt course of 000 degrces, the
‘bottom of the: "U" being sbout 3 miles in length. It is believed

that if the torpedo were fired by a motor torpedo boat or a submerinc.
on the 'surface sonoc Shlp of the Task Force would havce mede Sugar-
Georgs contact
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Subject: Action Report - Sinking of U.S.S, STROKG.

Whether or not the simultancous firing of the cruiscrs and dcstroyers
furnished sufficient. illuriination :for a :submerged atteck on a dark
night with clear athosphere is‘'dcbatablc. Since only onc ship was:
hit and no other ships réportcd torpedo wakcs, plus the fact CHEVA-
1LIER and O'!'BANHON recmsired in the vicinity during rescuc opcrations
indicates thc possibility of e two man submarine, '

(¢) . Since-the ship did not sink in the first five minutes and
the list wed only 15-20 degrces it was belicvcd that therc was
sufficicnt tinec to check the condition of the ship end ewait assis-
tence which had been promised in such situstions by tho Task Forcc
Copmender prior to our first bomberdment of Vile Plesntation. The
ofder to abendon ship was not givcn until CHEVALIER cemc alongsido
in order to avoild having men all over .Kule Gulf and to expedite
rescuc operations. Aftcr hitting the STROKFG on the port sido forwars
near numbcr 4, 208M gua thoe CTHEVALIER remained inclincd about 30
degrces fronm the STRONG with CHEVALIER's bow alongsidec the port bow
of the STROI'G. Ihe fact that CHEVALIER was ablc to rescuc 234 eon-
listed men end 7 officers-in 7 nminutcs ., the mejority of wheom camoc
aboard via cargo ncts, indicetes excellcnt orgenizetion end work on
the part of CHEVALIER. o . . :

(4) During the rescuc opcretions both ships plus OfBALKON
were illuminatcd by .ster shells end fircd upon by shore betteries
from Enogai Inlct. Some of thcse shells lended very close to STRONG
and CHEVALIER, shorts and overs. As & recsult of this firing the : -
CHEVALIZER shoved off before rcscue oporztinns were completed. The
undersigred strongly concurs in the decision of the Commending .
Officer CHEVALIER to break off rescue opcratioms. Vhen the Merines
captured Enogai Inlet they found four, 14CMM guns with considerable
amrunition, o o . . - '

(¢) ~ Shortly efter CHEVALIER shoved off the STRONG began to
settle rapidly with about a 40-60 degree list to starboard. . 1t was
belicved that 21l hands who could get off had either been rescued
by CHEVALIER or were in the water. The undersigned attempted to go
down the outboard inclined ladder leeding from the after side of tie
bridge to the superstructurc deck but:was blocked by water when one
third on the way down. I then went back to the bridge and stegpped
into the water from the bridge wind screen outboard of the sterboaré
torpedo director, This indicated thet .the ship was sinking very
rapidly. I was about 25 yards from the ship:when she sank. An
instant before sinking the ship broke in two with the: after end-
twisting to starboard about 4O degrees. Shortly thcreafter onc of
the 300 pound dcpth charges on the starboard side exploded. I am
certain it was the starboard depth chargcs because the water. bubbled
up around me and I doubt if I could have survived a 600 pound chearge
Fortunately I was on my back and wearing & Kapok life jJacket.

-2
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Thc vibrations were teirrifie. I did not hear the explosions of the
othcr dcpth cherges rcported byrthe officers in the CASVALIZR. . A
fcw minutcsrlatcr_lfsaw¢awf1dator_nct=about425_yardshaway-thanksfto
the Jap .starshells... I .was assisted on to the net by my chief quarter
naster who had rcmeirpcd on the bridgo with me until the very end. .

We attcmpicd to paddle toward Rice Ahchorage with our hends. During
the night wo picked vp. two cnlisted mem and one officer. At 0510 we
were rescucd by the 7SS GWIN which had seen our fleshlight, the
quartcrmaster preecded the request for hélp by thc major war chall-
crgo. '

(£} As stecd in Ensiosurc {A) ell dcpth cherges cxcept the
starboexd 300 poual cherges were checked ‘dpd found on safc after
the torpedo hit.  3Scmc cof tho starboaid depth charges bhad jumped
fron thc sockets cortsining the arbors -and were on the dcek undex
water and as a resait could not be checked. - They were checked and
found on safe aficr the complction of the bambardment and prior to
tho torpedo kit., It was standard practice ncver +o set dcoth
charges until subasrianc contact was made. Tn eddition safetvy forks
and safciy knobs were always on with short lanyards attached withk
the otzer:'end of the lanyard pot secured. It was found thet with
considerable drill a aine charge pattern could beo set and nsde

ready in 20-25 seconds by the threc men on watch.

(g)  Tho ship was hit on the port side necer the after end of
number one fireroom but immediatoly took a 15 degrce list to star-
board. The men who -lowcred the zig on the starboard side hed con-
siderable difficulty duc to the side plating being pushed out
directly below the gig .davits.  The fact that the bulkhesd between
the forward fircroom and forward engincrocwo carricd away immecdiately
and tho bulkhcad betwoén the forwzrd engine room and efter fireroom
cracked on the starboard side causing this firercom to Immedietely
flood to above thc floor plates is of considerable interest., It wes
the flooding of this third major compsirtment plus the increasing list
which lcd to the decisiorn to abandon ship. _

(h) A1 the 1lifc rafts landed bottom side up with all the
equipment being on the bottom side of the raft. This was antici~
pated from putting the rafts in the watsr in port. Short lines were
attached to cach:'piece of equipment to allow it to be pulled out
from under the raft. However considcrable difficulty was experienced
in recovering thc cquipment ‘due to darkness and the men in the raft.
In connection with life rafts it is interesting to note that threc
different groups of survivors abandoned the rafts in faver of the
rubber landing boats flozting in the bay as & result of the landing
at Rice Anchorage. The men liked the rubber boats better end they
could make better specd in paddling. . It is realized that the capa-
city of these boats is only about 1/3 of the lifc rafts.

-3
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(1} Two separatc groups on rafts floated up end down the
niddle of .Kula Gulf for . .two deyd. Onec of thesc groups.trensferrcd to
a rubb er landing boat just -beferc derk of the third day, went: to:
slcepfrom cxhaustion and. g“oundcd on Arundel: Islend at dawa the
third day., This group of abcut 6 °men paddled acress Kala Gulf two
nights later to just -above Kicc: Anchorqgc. The 4wo uninjured men of
the sccond group attempted to swim to Rice Anchor;ge tho afternoon
of thc second day to gct assistancc, came across a small rutber
boat ecnroute, were too exhzustod to paddlc , went to sleeép end also
groundcdé on Arunael Islznd. Thcy lcft two officers and three enliste
men all injurced on the life raft. Thesc twe men remeired on Arundel
‘Islend for four dsys before pcddllng up Kule Gulf and being rescuzd
by a Hizgins boat from Enogai Inletd while on Arundel Island they
came across a woundecd army aviator, wgo was alsc rescucd. It is
regretted that on “he first or sccond day after the ship Sank thet
o Higgins boat, cscortcd by fighters if nceessery, could not have
scarched for survivors.

(j) . The vasb cajority of the OfPlCOIS and men wore Eépok
life JECthS. Kapok vcersus inflated lifc jackets was the subject
of considersble discussion emong tho survivors. . All hands including
the undersigned ara strongly in favor of the Kapok life Jacket

(k) The Sugar Gcorge radar was not used for statlon kccplng
after the Tesk Force formod column and proceeded into Fula Gulf azd
& few renges at about 1000 yards taken of the KICHEOLAS to detcrmine
the appearanco of its wske. - It wes uscd for firdcontrcl purposes
o0 set up end check the problem during the carly steges of the
firing on Bairoko Inlect.,” The NICHO wake was kept slightly on
the starboard bow to allow "pinging" on the 'QC gear on tho port sidec
wiithout wako interfcrence., S

(1) At the precsent tinme (11 August) 39 cnlisted men and 7
officers arc missing out of & total of 306 enlisted men gnd 19 -
officecrs. 21 cnlistecd men end the cnginccr officer vwere trappcd
in number onc fircroom and number one enginercom. It is seriously
doubted if eny of these men ¢scaped. The communication arnd assistani
comnunication officcr were last seen at the cormunicetion safe ir
the wardroom country destroying secret end confidcntial publications.
As previously stated, two officers snd four men all wounded wsre
lest secn floating on a. raft in Kula Gulf. The exccutive officer
was found decad on the beach at Arundel Islend by onc .of the groups
which landcd on that island. The loss of these splendid officers
enﬂ men is sincerely rcgrctted.
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o (m) All pecrsonnel cenducted themselves in a very highly
crcditable menner whiek was in aecordance with the highast traditions
of the Naval Scrvice., Recommendations for awards wili be made in
scparate corrcspcadcnce.

copy:
CorilesPs=
Cominch
Circpac{advancgtopy)
Cormairsopac
ComDesPacRep
Comairsols
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REPRESENTATIVE OF
COMMANDER DESTROYERS, PACIFIC FLEET
IN SOUTH PACIFIC AREA

A16-3
Serial 00190 September 7, 1943,
SECRET
SECOND ENDORSHUENT to
) O : on - ru
A16-3/DD4LET of 8/12/43
From: Representative of Commandsr Destroyers,
Paciflic Fleet in South Pacific Area.

To : The Commander-in-Chief, U. S, Pacific Flest.
Via : Commander South Pacific Force.

Subject: U.,5.5. STRONG -~ Action Report of Bombardment of
Eula Gulf Area and Circumstances of Sinking on

5 July 1943.
1. Forwarded,
2a The lo08s of the officers and men of the STRONG

1s deeply regretted. The ship had distinguished itself on
many previous engagements against the enemy., Its loss on
this occasion was not due to any failure on the part of any
personnel of the STRONG but was due to enemy action.

3e From eys witness accounts 1t is known that all
hands conducted themselves in a highly commendable manner
in order to save the ship after i1t had been torpedoed and
in the subsequent abandon ship operation.

b The Commanding Officer, Commander Joseph H.
Wellings, U. S. Navy, 1s deserving of pralse for his skillful
and herolc conduet in directing operations. He remained with

his ship until 1t sank beneath him.
¢
ajég;j Wz (7€;£p94&€;“\

F. X. McINERNEY,

Advance Copy to:
Cominch
Cincpac

Copy to: Comdespac
CDS=-21
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cers and 232 enl isted personnel! within about seven minutes.
bot (DD-390) and the U.5.5. Gwin (DD-433), but & officers and 39 enl isted personnel were lost.
(U.5. Navy photograph.)

were wounded.

The U.5.5. Chevalie
fore she sank due to damage from a torpedo hit In Kula Gulf off New Georgia Isiand on 5 July 1943,

under fire by Japanese shore batterles the Chevalier shoved her bow into the Strong and recoversd 7 offi-

e
r {DD-u4

51) (¢dr. £E. R. Mclean, Jr.) rescusd most of the Strong'ts survivors shortly be-
While

Others were rescued by the U.5.5. Ralph Tal-
Sixty-one

The Chevalier was also sunk by a torpedo on 6 October 1943,







OPERATI ONAL RELMARKS

UNITED STATES SHIP _CHEVALIER {DDAS],) Monday S July 1943
(Lny)y (Deta) (Mouit)
ZONE DESCRIPTION =11 REMARKS

00-04; Steaming in company wilth Task Group 36.1 1ln battle formatlon, order of

' ships from van to rear U.S.S. NICHOLAS, STRONG, HONOLULU, ST. LOUILS, HELENA,
O'BANNON, CHEVALILR, at 20 knots. Ship's company at general quartors stations.
0000 Task Group changed course to 235°T, pge, entering Kula Gulf., 0015 Task Group
changed course to 255°T, pge. 0028 HOWOLULU commenced’ bombardment: of Vila. and
.8tanmore. Plantations, Kolombangars Island, and was followed by other cruisers.
0030 .Changed course to 190°T, pgc, and opehed {ire on gun emplacements on Dis-

appointment Cove, Kolombangara Island., JO44 Ceased Iiring on Kolombangara Island

- and changed course to U75°T, pgec. 0046. Opened firs on New Georgla Island, con-
centrating on Balroko Harbor gun emplacements, 0050 Commenced firing on pgun em-

"Placemsnt on Tunguirili Point. 0051 Being illuminated by enemy star shells and

‘ plane flares. 0052 Changed courseo to 355°T, pgc. U054 Ceased firing, 005 Came

i'right to investigate and assist U.S.S. STRONG. Commenced maneuvering to go along-

."side U.3.3. STRONG. Number 3 zun had casualty with powder case Jamed half way

"into. breech of gun. Two fire hoses plajyed on gun and gun tralned 1ln safe direc-

" tions. 0107 Being fired on by numerous muns from Enogal Inlet. 013 Our stern

. touched U.5.S. O'BANNON while maneuvering, disabling our starboard depth charge
rack and starboard smoke screen pgenerator. Hit U.S.S. STRONG a glanclng blow. at.

. Prame 50 port slde with our bow. Secured a lins from our bow to STRONG. Commenced

- receiving personnel from STRONCG over e DOw And along our starpoard, and port

-side. Our bow moderately damaged by hittlng STRONG. 0123 Cast off from STRONG,

“.which was. listing very heavily to starboard with stern in the air and settling

“papidly. U.S.5. STRONG sank out of sight. CHEVALIER.backing full to clear area.

“Depth charges on U.S.S. STRONG exploded, Jarring CHEVALIER severely., Damage con-

trol parties investigating damage to ship. 0125 Gun.number 3 exploded, dlowing

" shield apart and possibly rupturing the gun. DELANEY, P.M., 614 49 02, MM2c, USHR,

i recelved a shrapnel wound in the 1l8ft forearm from gun explosion. Gun mount on |

-fire. 0119 Opened fire on shore batterlies. 0120 Ceased firing. Stick of four or

{ five bombs dropped 75 yards off starboard quarter by enemy plane. Investigating

: damage. Changed speed to 25 lmota ahead. 0128 Damage control party put flre eut.

t on gun mount and flooded Number 3 upper handling room, Flares were dropped over

i ship by ememy plano. Recovered seven officers and 232 enlisted personnel from

STRONG as listed:
OFFICERS

| Lieutenant Jamos A. Curran, U.S. Navy, Signal No. ‘7348

. Lieutenant (Jjg) Alton Barger Grimes, U.S. Navy.

{'Lieutenant. (Jg) Virgll Mexey Wheeler, DE~V(G), USNR.

! Ensign Jack J..Drath, D-V{G), USNR, File No. 187677.

. Ensign Alfred Robert Naphan, Du#V(G), USNH.

' Lisutenant (jg) Ralph Edward Trost, E-V(C), USNR, Flle NWo. 120132.
: Lieutenant (Jjg) Albert-Merrill Horme, (IiC), USNR.

ENLISTED PERSONNEL

| ADAIR, Joseph James 625 61 &8 StMle, USN

, ALLISON, Robert Francis 210 Bl 42 CHM(PA), USN

{-ANDERSON, Lester Warner 620 09 56 EM2e¢, V6, ‘USNR

' ANDERSON, Thomas William 634 11 28 GU3e, V6, USKNR

{ AVERY, James Lee 656 52 88 FC3c, V6, USNR
BANACE, Theodore Stanley 99 74 75 CY(PA), USH

! BANNER, Max (n) 646 35 24 RT2c, V3, USNR

éBAHBER, Norman -‘Harry 234 28 48 Cox., USN:

' BARNWELL, St..Julien Mazyck 552 13 93 Slc, V6, USIR

| BARRETT, Irvin {n) 299 75 22 crulra), Usy’

| BEAGLES, Eugene stanley Jr. 337 34 23 Gl3c,” USN.

‘BEYER, Roy Alvin 654 33 86 MM2c, USNR

BILL, Lewls HEdward 551 82 58 RdM3¢, V6, USHR

i BOHATEC, John V. 658 56 29 GH3c, V6, USHR

{ BOSWELL, John Elwood Unknown FRc, V6, USNR

Cox., USN

BOWEN, Victor (m) 7 Unlmovm

C N S
Approved: Z.i. Fy Examined: //c//% )







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON*

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVY CROSS to

COMMANDER EPHRAIM R. McLEAN, JR., UNITED STATES NAVY
rfor service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For extraordinary heroism as Commanding OfFicer of a
U.S., warship in action against enemy forces in the Solomon
Islands on July 4 and 5, 1943. When one of the ships of
his task force was torpedoed during a bombardment of enemy
positions off Kula Gulf, Commander MclLean placed his ship
alongside the sinking vessel and skillfully directed the
extremely hazardous rescue operations, despite the close
proximity of hostile submarines and shore bases. Although
his ship was subjected to intense fire from enemy coastal
batteries and illumination by flares to aid attacking Jap-~
anese bombers, Commander Mclean courageously cont inued his
rescue efrorts until seventy=rfive percent of the personnel
had been saved., As the torpedoed ship went down her depth
charges exploded, resulting in damage to his ship. The
brilliant leadership displayed by Commander Mclean and the
val iant devotion to duty of his command contributed mate-
rially to the success of our forces in this vital campaign
and reflect great credit upon the United States Naval Ser-
vice.”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

* Typed from a draft citation approved on 15 October 1943 on
rile at the Naval Historical Center, Washington, D.C,
E. A, ¥Wilde, Jr.
March, 1996
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fnclud ing the commanding
For-

The U.5.5. Gwin (DD~-433) (Lt. Cdr. John 8. Fallows) rescued five Strong survivors,
wellings, USN, Prom a floater net about four hours after their ship went down.

officer Cdr. Joseph H.
tunately, the Gwin's lookouls faintly saw their rlashlight as she was clearing the area only an hour before
The Gwin was lost about a week later at the Battle of Kolombangara. (Official U.S. Navy photograph)

ddawn .







The Night Strong Was Sunk

4-5 July 1943, in Kula Gulf

Rear Admiral Joseph H. Wellings USN (Ret.)

I was the first and only captain of the
United States destroyer STRONG (DD-
467). The STRONG was the sixth ship of
the new 2100-ton class of destroyers, built
by the famous Bath Iron Works of Bath,
Maine,

What a thrill for a Boston English High
School boy who entered Annapolis in
1921 and returned to his home town Navy
Yard as a Lieutenant Commander 21
years later, on 7 August 1942, to commis-
sion and to be the first commanding offi-
cer of Uncle Sam’s newest destroyer.

The STRONG's crew consisted of {6 of-
ficers and 306 enlisted men, all of whom
were extremely loyal and superb in every
respect. Five of the officers were reguiar
U.S. Navy officers and eieven were
Naval Reserves.

One of the Reserve officers was Lt.(jg)
Hugh Barr Miller, from Tuscaloosa, Ala-
bama. Hugh Barr was a former quarter-
back on the University of Alabama foot-
ball team. The way he trained and drilled
our 20 mm. guncrews, one would think he
was still calling signals for his beloved
Alabama football team in a bowl game
against the University of Oklahoma.

The STRONG's armamcnt consisted of
five dual purpose 5 guns, ten torpedoes
arranged in two above-water mounts, 40
depth charges, four 40 mm. anti-aircraft
guns, and sixteen 20 mm. anti-aircraft
guns. All the guns were remotely con-
troiled by the gunnery officer from his fire
control station located just above the
navigation bridge.

The STRONG was one of the very first
of our Navy ships to be equipped with the
new famous SG surface radar, man-
ufactured by the Raytheon Company
of Lexington, Mass. In addition to the
new SG surface radar, which revolu-
tionized naval warfare, the STRONG was
cquipped with the latest type of air search
and fire control radars.

Shipmate

As soon as our wartime stores were
aboard, inciuding general supplies, spare
parts, ammunition, torpedoes, and depth
charges, the STRONG began an intensive
four weeks of day and night opcrations in
the Gulf of Maine to insure that our crew,
incfuding myself, were proficient in the
operation and maintenance of our new
and complicated equipment. ! should
amplify that statement by saying that all
of our officers and leading enlisted petty
officers reported to the Bath Iron Works
about two months beforc the ship was
commissioned. We all participated in the
final installation and testing of our cquip-
ment.

When this shakedown training period
was compieted, the STRONG was assigned
to convoy escort duty in the Atlantic and
Caribbean, and then participated in the
Casablanca operation, marking the initial
invasion of Northwest Africa by the Al-
lies on 8 November 1942,

Our last convoy escort duty from
Casablanca ended in New York in mid-
Dccember. About ten days later, Christ-
mas moming 1942 to be precise, the
STRONG sailed from New York and [ be-
came the escort commander for a large
troop convoy bound for Brisbanc, Aus-
tralia, via the Panama Canal and Bora
Bora in the Society Islands. That convoy
escort duty ended about {ifty miles out-
side of Brisbanc, when the locally based
destroyers rendezvoused with the convoy
and assumed the responsibility for escort-
ing it into Brisbane.

I regret to say the STRONG's crew never
did get to see Australia, for we were or-
dered to proceed to Espiritu Santo Island
in the New Hebrides Group, about 560
miles southeast of Guadalcanal. Upon our
amrival at Espiritu Santo, the STRONG
joined other destroyers of DesRon 21 as
the anti-submarine and anti-aircrafl es-
corts for RAdm. Walden L. Ainsworth’s
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division of old six-inch cruisers, com-
posed of the HoNOLULU, HELENA and
ST. Louis.

We were affectionately known as the
**Night Raiders™ by the Navy and
Marines in the general Guadaicanal area,
because we operaied almost cxclusively
at night. We were under the immediate
tactical command of Admiral Ainsworth
who in tum was under the overall com-
mand of Admiral Halsey, Commander of
the Navy's South Pacific Force.

We assisted the Marines in gaining con-
trol of Guadalcanal by escorting supply
ships, troop ships, ammunition ships and
tankers into the island.

After the Japanese evacuated Guadal-
canal on 7 Febniary 1943, we began to
edge our way ever so slowly northward in
the Solomon Islands. We conducted raids
and other small operations, while waiting
for a sulficient number of additional ships
and aircraft to armive in our area which
would pcrmit us to mount a major offen-
sive in the Bismarck Archipelago. Qur
major abjectives were the city of Buin on
the southern end of the island of
Bougainville and Rabaul on the island of
New Britain.

Al that time we were sadly lacking in
ships and aircraft. Qur shortage of aircraft
was so great that we frequently lacked
control of the air in the immediate
Guadalcanal arca, and never had control
of the air north of Guadaicanal. This was
the reason why we opecrated almost ex-
clusively at night, north of Guadalcanal.

Qur Night Raidcrs usually arrived in
the general Guadalcanal area from Es-
piritu Santo about sunset. We then pro-
ceeded to steam up the so called **Slot”
between New Georgia and Santa Isabei
Islands, for raids along the New Georgia
coast, and frequently we continued
steaming northwest beyond New Georgia
Istand for various operations inside of
Kufa Guif. All our navigation was con-
ducted by ranges and bearings lrom our
SG surfuce radars.

Kula Gulf is situated about 180 miles
northwest of Guadalcanal between New
Georgia and Kvlombangara siands. The
Gulf is about twenty-five miles long in
roughly a north to south direction, and
varies in width from about twenty miles

al the northern end to about ten to fifteen
miles at the southern end. Qur operations
harassed the Japanese and provided ex-
cellent intelligence information, including
contacts with the Australian and New
Zealand coast watchers stationed in these
areas.

Aboul six months after the STRONG ar-
rived in Espiritu Santo, on the night of 4
July 1943, the Night Raiders began
another small but important operation in
our determination o edge our way
northward in the Solomon islands. The
Raiders that night consisted of the cruis-
ers HONOLULU, HELENA, and ST. Louis
steaming in column formation at 25 knots,
surrounded by the four destroyers
STRONG, NICHOLAS, O'BANNON, and
CHEVALIER, formed in a circuiar anti-
submarine screen. As usual, Admiral
Ainsworth was the Officer-in-Tactical
Command.

We had two missions that night. The
primary mission was to act as a Covering
Force and a Bombardment Force for 2600
Marines under Col. Harry Liversedge,
who were following us in seven destroyer
transports. The Marines were to capturc
Rice Anchorage, located on the western
side of New Georgia island, about two-
thirds of the distance into Kula Guif, as a
prelude to our later capture of the
Japanese Munda Airficld, situated on the
southwest end of New Georgin Island.

After capturing Rice Anchorage, the
Marines were to force their way south-
ward through the jungles and swamps of
New Georgia Island, and block Japanese
land and water reinforcements from
reaching the Munda Airfield from the Vila
Airfield and Vila Plantation, located on
the southeastern end of Kolombangara [s-
land.

Qur secondary mission was to prevent,
if practicable, the landing of the first
echelon of 4000 Japanese reinforcements
due to land on Kolombangara Island the
same night from Japanese destroyer
transports.

The night of 4 July was dark, the sea
calm with a moderate southwest wind and
occasional rain squalls, as we began our
final approach towards Kula Gulf at 2323.
All ships reduced spced to 20 knots. Our
radars indicated no ships inside Kula



Guif. Upon entering the Guif, Admiral
Ainsworth was careful to avoid the
mincficlds the mine layers of our Task
Group had laid along the cast coast of
Kolombangara Island on a previous visit
into the Guilf.

Twenty-six minutes past midnight on 5
July, all ships began a bombardment of
about 3000 sheils into the Vila Airfield
and Vila Plantation on the southeastern
part of Kolombangara Island, at targets
indicated from photographs taken by our
reconnaissance aircraft.

Thirty-four minutes past midnight all
ships changed course to the left from 190°
true to 090° true and shifted fire to
Bairoko Harbor, the New Georgia
terminus of the Japanese ferry line from
the Vila Aitfieid and Plantation to the
Munda Airfield.

Forty minutes past midnight we ceased
firing and changed course to the left to
course due north to check the progress of
the Marines landing at Rice Anchorage. If
all was well and no Japanese ships were
headed toward Kula Guif we would clear
the Gulif and rctumn to Guadalcanal to
await orders from Admirai Halsey.

Less than one and a half minutes after
the STRONG had completed the change of
course to due north, my gunnery officer,
Lt. James A. Curran "41, saw a bubbling
torpedo wake close aboard on our port
bow headed directly for the STRONG. Be-
fore Lieutenant Curran couid notify me,
as | was standing on the open part of the
navigation bridge just ten feet below him,
a terrific explosion on the port side at
number one fireroom knocked me down
to my knees.

The explosion compietely destroyed
number one fireroom and the adjacent
number one engineroom, killing nearly ail
hands on watch in those two major com-
partments of the ship. The cries and
moans of my men, for a spiit second or
two before their almost instant death,
haunted me for years. A large hoic was
torn in the portside of the ship and also in
the main deck above number one fire-
room. The bulkhead between number one
engine room and number two flircroom
was cracked, allowing considerabie water
to enter number two fireroom.

Qur damage control parties went into
action immediately but they were han-
dicapped by the ship taking an immediate

-3-

list to starboard of fifteen to twenty de-
grees which rapidly increased to thirty
degrees. Emergency power from our two
diesel generators was automatically avail-
able for our guns and steering engine.

My two reliable and most efTicient
communication officers. Lt. (jg) B. F. Jet-
ton and his assistant Ens. W. F. Hedrick,
both Naval Reserve officers, came im-
mediately to the bridge. I instructed them
to destroy the coding machine and our
classified files as quickly as possible.

The port motor whaleboat was de-
stroyed by the explosion but the captain’s
gig secured at the starboard boat davit
was undamaged.

The superstructure deckhouse on the
portside in the vicinity of the explosion
collapsed. The main deck plates in the vi-
cinity of the explosion collapsed. The
main deck plates in the vicinity of the
explosion were badly buckled.

When the damage control parties re-
ported that the water in number two fire-
room was just above the floor plates, and
the water depth increasing regardless of
our continued cfforis to control it,
number two fireroom was secured and the
personnel evacuated.

When the list of the ship increased to
about forty to forty-five degrees, I gave
the order to prepare to abandon ship, be-
cause I was certain that the ship's back
had been broken and that despite alf our
efforis the ship would sink in about
twenty to forty-five minutes, even though
number two engineroom was not yet
flooded.

When I gave the order to prepare to
abandon ship I also instructed my officers
not to permit anyone to actually abandon
ship until [ specifically gave the order to
abandon.

My reasons for this latter decision were
fundamental. First, I did not wish to have
my crew scattered all over Kula Gulf if it
could be avoided. Second, by keeping the
crew together, rescue operations would
be expedited. Last, and most important, |
felt certain my friend, good old Admiral
**Pug” Ainsworth would send a destroyer
alongside to rescue my crew.

True to his promise to come to the as-
sistance of our destroyers if we ever got
into trouble, Admiral Ainsworth im-
mediately ordered the destroyers O'BaN.
NON and CHEVALIER to our rescue. They



began counter firing at the Japanese shore
batteries at Bairoko Harbor and adjacent
Ehogai inlet because these shore batteries
cpened fire against the STRONG with their
150 mm. guns after we were torpedoed.

I was horrified but still most thankful at
thirteen minutes past one, to see the de-
stroyer CHEVALIER appear out of the
darkness steaming at about ten knots and
crash into our port side at an angle of
about thirty degrees. I thought the
STRONG would roll over from the crash.
Fortunately, the ship did not roll over but
the list to starboard increased to about
fifty degrees. The CHEVALIER stopped
with her bow just forward of our bridge.

The CHEVALIER had cargo nets and
mooring lines over her starboard side. As
soon as she stopped, I gave the order to
abandon ship. My crew began jumping
into the water and climbing up the cargo
nets to the deck of the CHEVALIER. They
also began climbing aboard CHEVALIER
from the STRONG's forecastle,

While [ assisted the abandon ship oper-
ations amidships. I sent my most capable
Executive Officer, Lt. Frederick W.
Purdy '33, to take charge of the abandon
ship operations on the forecastle. As Fred
started down the inclined ladder from the
bridge leading to the forecastle, I said
*“Fred, be sure to get aboard CHEVALIER
yourself before she casts off from
alongside.” Fred looked at me, smiled
and said "*Don’t worry about me, Cap-
min.‘!

All the time the CHEVALIER was along-
side, the Bairoko Harbor and Enogai Inlet
shore batterics continued to shell the
STRONG and the CHEVALIER. A few sheil
fragments struck my right wrist and lower
right leg with only minor injuries. In addi-
tion to the shelling by the shore batteries,
two or three bombs fell just astern of the
CHEVALIER.

When the CHEVALIER came alongside,
my gig was lowered into the water from
the starboard boat davits with consider-
able difficulty due to the list of the ship
plus the fact that the ship's starboard side
plating opposite number one fireroom had
buckled outboard from the side of the
ship.

Lt. Donald A. Regan USNR, who had
previously entered the forward en-
gineroom and rescued a wounded man,
acted as Captain of the gig and eventually

rescued seventeen men from the water.
The gig and her survivors were [ater
taken aboard a destroyer at the northern
entrance of Kula Gulf.

After the CHEVALIER had been
alongside about nine minutes, Com-
mander Eph McLean '24, her Command-
ing Officer, shouted over to me and said
*'Gus, I think everyone who was topside
is either aboard, or in the water
alongside. I better cast off and get out of
here in a minute or two, before I am hit
and crippled with all your men on
board." I reluctantly agreed with the fer-
vent hope and prayer that none of my
men would stil] be in the water when the
CHEVALIER cast off.

CHEVALIER rescue operations were
outstanding when one considers that she
rescued 234 enlisted men and seven offi-
cers in about ten to twelve minutes.

Once again my sincere thanks to Ad-
miral Eph McLean and Captain George
Wilson 32, the Commanding Officer and
Executive Officer of the CHEVALIER.

As soon as CHEVALIER began to cast
off from the STRONG, I took a quick look
fore and aft from both the starboard and
port wings of the bridge. All personnel
were clear of the topside of the ship, in-
cluding the personnel on the forecastle.

The water was now almost up to the

b-idge level on the starboardside. I de-

cided to take a fast quick Jook along the
main deck amidships but I was blocked
by water as [ started down the inclined

ladder leading to the main deck.

I quickly returned to the bridge and
was shocked to see my leading quarter-
master sitting in the chart house. I said
*Rodriques, why didn’t you go to the
forecastle and get aboard CHEVALIER
with the rest of the bridge personnel?*’
He replied **I am not leaving the ship
until you do, Captain.””

A last quick glance outside the bridge
area convinced me the ship was about to
roll over to starboard. I then said,
“There’s no one topside and no one alive
below decks. Let’s get off right now be-
fore we're trapped inside when she rolls
over."

We both then stepped on top of the
bridge wind screen, outboard of the star-
board torpedo director. He stepped into
the water, and 1 followed right after my
loyal quartermaster.



The time was now twenty-four minutes
past one. Fortunately we were both wear-
ing kapok lifejackets.

As 500N as we were in the water we
both rolied over on our backs, just in time
to see my beloved STRONG break into two
pieces, with the after end twisting to star-
board about forty degrees, as she sank
beiow the calm waters of Kula Guif.

A few seconds later I was knocked un-
conscious when one or more of my star-
board 300-pound depth charges. which
were forced off “*safe’” by the torpedo
explosion, exploded as the ship settled
toward the bottom of the Gulf, The water
from the expiosion bubbled up all around
us, but thanks to the kapok lifejackets,
plus being on our backs, we both sur-
vived the explosion but we were severely
injured.

When [ regained consciousness some
minutes later, I was being helped into an
empty STRONG floater net by my loyal
and most efficient quartermaster. The net
had floated off the ship as she sank just as
intended. As soon as we were in the float-
er net, we began signalling with the quar-
termaster’s watertight flashlight **Help,
STRONG survivors.”

My stomach and back pains were so
severe | was of very little assistance to
Rodriques as we tried to paddle the
floater net toward what we believed to be
Rice Anchorage. We made little or no
headway but were most fortunate to res-
cue one STRONG officer and two enlisted
men from the water,

About three hours and forty-five min-
utes later, I had lapsed into a semi-
conscious condition. | wondered how my
lovely devoted wife and five-year-old
daughter were in Dedham, Mass. | knew
that our respective families would assist
them in every way possible if 1 were
killed by the Japanese, or captured and
became a prisoner of war. Frankly, I had
just about given up all hope of being res-
cued because I knew our ships would be
clearing the Guif at maximum sustained
speed to set course for Guadalcanal, it
then being less than an hour before dawn.

Just then the good Lord interceded in
our faver and. in my judgement, per-
formed a miracle for us.

The destroyer GWIN, the last ship re-
maining in the lower part of Kuia Gulf,
was executing her change of course to
clear the Gulf when her iookouts faintly
saw our flashlight call for help.

As Cdr. John B. Fellows "31, Com-
manding Officer of the GWIN, quickly
maneuvered her alongside our floater net,
all her personnel on deck were shouting
“Turn off that flashiight before we are hit
by the shore batteries—we’ll pick you
up.”

We were all hauied aboard the GwIN
via cargo nets and, as soon as we were on
deck, Commander Feilows ordered flank
speed ahead, and then quickly increased

speed to her maximum sustained speed
for the passage to Guadalcanal. The time
was now 0510.

Commander Feilows and Capt. John
M. Higgins *22, the Squadron Com-
mander aboard GWIN were most kind to
us, as were the GWIN's doctors and
pharmacist mates.

We were all given physical examina-
tions, but there was nothing they could do
for our internal injuries except to give us
morphine and blood plasma, and hope we
would stay alive at least until we arrived
at Guadalcanal.

We were all given dry clothes, placed
in officers’ bunks. and received constant
checking by the doctors and the pharma-
cist mates during the high speed run to
Guadaicanal. When the GwWIN arrived off
Lunga Point, Guadalcanal, we were all
transferred via stretchers’into two am-
phibious personnel boats and taken to the
mobile hospital on Guadalcanal.

The Marines captured Rice Anchorage.
The Japanese did not land their rein-
forcements on Kolombangara Island. The
United States captured the Munda airfield
on 5 August 1943,

As for myself, after additional hos-
pitalization at Noumea in New Caldonia,
at Bethesda, Maryland, and Cheisea, Mas- -
sachusetts, plus recuperation ieave, 1 fi-
nally received a clean bill of health from
the doctors. '

I was then offered a fine assignment by
Adm. William D. Leahy to once again be
his Aide and Flag Secretary. Admiral



Leahy at that time was Chief of Staff to
President Roosevelt in Washington.
However, because of the war situation I
preferred to return to sea duty, and Ad-
miral Leahy graciously accepted my deci-
sion. Instead of a desk assignment at the
White House, I returned to the Pacific in
the Summer of 1944 as the Division
Commander of the first division of 2200-
ton destroyers. Before the war ended I
also served as Commander Destroyer

Squadron Two in the Pacific.

I regret to say that the Navy lost forty-
six gallant and efficient destroyer men
and their families suffered great sadness
as a result of the STRONG settling beneath
the waters of Kula Gulf early the moming
of 5 July 1943. Qur casualities included the
loss of my outstanding Executive Officer,
Fred Purdy, who did not get aboard the
CHEVALIER before she cast off from the
STRONG. O
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U.5.5. Strong (DD-467 )}

Citat jons for Medals Awarded to Officers and Crew:

Silver Star Medal awarded (approved 1/21/44) to

LIEUTENANT BENJAMIN FRAZIER JETTON, USNR
ENSIGN WILLIAM C., HEDRICK, USNR

CITATION: "Lieutenant Jetton and Ensign Hedrick, as communica-
tion officer and assistant communication offtcer, respect:vely,
in total dlsregard of their own safety, insisted on rema:nlng
below decks in the officer's country passageway, removing secret
and confident jal publ ications and placing them in we ighted bags
and throwing them over the side despite the order to abandon
ship. These two officers remained below cont inuing the destruc-
tion of secret and confidential matter when the ship went down.
While |isted as missing it is certain that these officers were
trapped below decks when the ship sank., Awards to these two
officers will be posthumous.”

* % % ¥ & & A KR K N

Silver Star Medal awarded (approved 1/2/44&) to

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER FREDERICK WARREN PURDY, USN

CITATION: "Lt. Comdr. Purdy was executive officer of the U.S.S.
STRONG. After the STRONG was hit by the torpedo and the reports
of damage indicated the ship would have to be abandoned, Lt.
Comdr. Purdy personal!y invest igated the extant of the damage at
great risk to his own safety. After CHEVALIER smashed into the
STRONG!'s forecastl/e in coming alongs:de, Lt., Comdr. Purdy took
direct charge of the very difficult rescue operations on the
forecastl/e. It was chiefly due to his leadership that all en~

| isted men on the forecastle were transferred via hand ! ines to
CHEVALIER during the short period {seven minutes) that CHEVALIER
was alongside. Purdy and three other officers were the only re-
malining men on the forecastl/e when CHEVALIER shoved off. when
last seen he was investigating a report that a wounded enl isted
man was on the deck behind number 2 Five-inch gun mount. It is
bel ieved that he jumped with the three other officers just be-
fore the ship sank. His body was found on the beach of Arunde!
Island threa days flater by a group of STRONG survivoers who
drifted to this island. This award will be posthumous."

L IR JEE N BN BEE SRR _JEE BEE JEE N

Editor's Note: These citations were obtained from an index-card
file at the Naval! Historical Center, Washington Navy Yard.
Since there is no /ist of those who received medals, I may not
have included al! of the medals awarded.






Citations for Medals Awarded (cont inued)

Navy and Marine Coros Medal awarded (approved 5/15/47) to

CHIEF QUARTERMASTER MAURICE A, RODRIGOS, USN

CITATION: "For heroism in assisting in the rescue of his com-
mand ing officer although badly injured on the night of July &,
1943, when the United States Ship STRONG was sunk in a night
action in Kula Gulf, Solomon Islands. After the order was giv=-
en to abandpn ship he courageousl!y chose to remain with the
Command ing Off icer in complete disregard for his own safety.

As his ship was about to sink he stepped off the bridge into
the water and immediately thereafter was badly injured by the
explosion of depth charges. Despite his own injuries he as-
sisted the injured Commanding Officer to a floater net where

by means of a flashl ight which he carried he contributed im-
measurably to the final rescue five hours later. His heroic
conduct, performed in the face of great danger to himself,

was in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States

Naval Service.”
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Bronze Star Medal awarded (approved 7/11/4%9) to

LIEUTENANT DONALD ARTHUR REGAN, USNR

CITATION: "Lt. Regan, upon investigating a tapping sound on the
main deck directly over number one engine room, which had been
instantly flooded saw Langley, willard G. #636-78-43, EM2c,
USNR, on top of the switch board of this engine room with the
water sl ightly below him. Langley was badly wounded and was
crying for help. Lt, Regan lowered himself through the emer-
gency hatch into the engine room and secured a footing across
the braces of the switch board. Langley then crawled along
Regan'!s body until he came to the emergency hatch where he was
pul led up on the deck and later lowered into a ! ife rart. When
the USS CHEVALIER backed away from the USS STRONG, Lt. Regan
was pulied overboard rfrom the STRONG's forecastle. After swim-
ming around for about 5 minutes he was picked up by the gig
which was lowered into the water prior to the ship'’s sinking.
He took charge of the gig, remajned in the area for a consider-
able time picking up a total of 17 enlisted men. Unable to lo-
cate other rafts or men he headed out of Kula Gulf beyond Visu
Visu Point and started toward Guadalcanal. He knew that the
APD's and destroyers would leave Kula Gulf by 6 o'’clock the
same morning. The entire gig!'s crew was rescued by the USS
RALPH TALBOT shortly arter dayl ight.”

* X & & & X & ¥ X K &
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.S. Raiph Tailbot (DD-390) (Cdr., J. W. Callahan) sighted the Strong's gig (Lt.
Kula GulF short-

Donald R. Regan, USNR,

ly after daybreak on July 5, 1943,
survived World war !l but was scuttled in 1948 after the nuclear tests at Bikini.

The Bagley-class destroyer U.
in charge) with eighteen survivors and rescued them as she departed
The Ralph Talbot was commissioned at the Boston Navy Yard in 1937.

She
(U.S. Navy photograph,)
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July 9, 1943,

From: 1st Lieut. U. S. 5. Strong (DD467)
To: Senior Officer.
Subject: Demage Control - Miscelleaneous Lessons Leerned from
Torpedoing and Sinking of the U, S. 5. Strong. (July
4"51 194-3‘)
1. This report is written that others may benefit from the

expereince and profit by the mistakes msde during the torpedoing and
subsequent events of damage coatrol, jettimson, abandon ship, and
finally, rescue of survivors,

2e The first part of this report will deal with events as
they happened to be experienced by me. The chronological order of.
events will be confused, &8s no conception of passage of time was
possible, Evidence of this is my first estimate of the sinking time
of the Strong - seven minutes when the log of the Chevalier shows
more than forty minutes.

3 Ly station was as Qfficer of the Deck, conning the ship
to stay 100 yards astern of the U, S, S, Nicholas, and follow her in
column., I had taken the port wing of the bridge, the side opposite
the firing side for better visability of LD449 and my whole attention
was focused on that ship., Since the torpedo struck on Port side and
it's wake was observed at the last moment by the Guuanery Officer, it
may be inserted here that had I kept mcre of an all arcund lookout,

1 zay have observed this wake in time to take avoelding action.

Le n belng hit by the torpedo, a terrific explosion was felt
which knocked my off my feet. After picking myself up, I went into
the pilot house, which was deserted except for Hozley, Qd2/c, who
stated he was (.K. DPapers, pamphlets etc., were Strewn about the deck
in confusion. I then picked up the TBS transmitter and sent "Hugo from
Gay - #e have been hit by torpedo™, Transmission, however was dead.

5 The Captain at this point came through. pilot house to port
wing, and I asked and was granted his permissica %0 go below rfor in-
spection,

[ On making my way below I noted ship had about a 12° liat
to starboard. lien were standing about not knowing the proper action
to take. The starboard main deck seemed intact., Men were attempuing
to lower the gig, and I ordered them to stop untll further orders wers
received., The ship was continuing to 1ist, water rising higher on the
deck as ship settled more. The l1ist however seemed to be slowlng.

I then went up on superstructure deck foward of #l stack, and saw
that the port side was blown through; wrecking and twisted metal block-
ed any passage along port main deck., I made my way aft on superstruc-
ture deck, climbing down on port side, since deck had collapsed amid-
ship. I beard yells of "Help" from Forward engine room and OchsMd 1/o

This report by Lt., Donald A. Regan, USNR, is included in the papers
donated by the late Admiral Wellings to the Naval War College/Naval

Historical Collection, Newport, Rhode Island.
E. A. Wi’de, Jr.

August, 1596
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seeing me shouted "Mr, Regan the ladders are gone from F.E.R., we
can't get down there and men are orying help". I immediately went

to port. F.E.R.{outside of laundry) through «.T. door and looked
through hatch which was blown open. ¥Water was within four fest of
main deck, steam was heavy, oil on surface of water. On seeing the
flashlight, the yells increased. I mapaged to lower myself into
F.E.R. by crawling on an insulated 4" pipe, and searched with my

floor light for personnel. Due to steam I could not immediately see
anyone, but the man directed my light to him., I saw a man who turned
out to be Langley, E.M.lc, pinned between a pipe and the main electric
board, in port after corner. GHe quieted down on seeing me and I told
him I'd need help to get him out. I then went on deck, asked Wolters,
C.T.M, to get some rope and assist me, but he replied "kr. Regan I'll
do all I can but my arm is broken.™ Another man vulunteered to help.
I then returned to the F.,E.R. the map got at 3' piece of line which I
hung oo to. I then instructed Langley to duck under the pipe he was
on, and as he did I grabbed him, pulled him to the hatch, and from
there assisted him to the deck. He complained that both legs were
broken. On getting to deck I found Lt.j.g. Trost and turned Langley
over to him with orders to give him an injection of morphine and to
take care of him. Lir. Trost stated that A,BE.R. was flooding, all
machinery inoperative. I gave him my flash~light to inspect damage.

I then made my way back to superstructure deck and looked along star-
board side, and noted the list had not materially inoreased.

7o I returned to the bridge and reported this fact to the
Captain, with the opinion that we had a chance of saving the ship.
The Captain wanted to know if we had steering ocontrol, if we had to
five full left rudder, in order to beach the ship at Rice Anchorage.
I went to the pllot house spun the wheel, which was inoperative, re-
ported same to Captain, then went below agaln with the intention of
getting word to the after-steering station to apply full left rudder
and to inspect after engineroom.

8. Cn returning below I gave these instructions to Ochs who
went art to comply, The word was then passed to jettison ship; tor-
pedo tubes were trained out, but were not fired. The gig, I noted
was cut loose at this point. Because of torpedo tubes I could not '
make my way aft. Ochs reported rudder was full left but nothing
happed. At this point there was a rumbling aft, steam began venting
from after-stack, the ship buckled dangerously in the center, and
the 1list to starboard began increasing to an alarming angle.

Heckett {(Lt.J.g.) passed me at this point saying all after engine
spaces were fldoded and inoperative, but he was going back again to
have a look. I returned to the bridge again, told these facts to

the Captain, and that the situation was bad. I requested and obtained
permission t0 go to the forcastle to prepare the anchor chain for
towing. A word-passing line had been formed by thils time from the
bridge aft; order and discipline were apparent; jettison ship was
proceeding. On getting to superstructure deck, I remained s moment

to pass words from the bridge - l.e.-"Al)l hands to port top-side; pre-
pare to abandon ship; do not leave ship yet."
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9. The list I noted was incrsasing and accelsrating, and
the solp was buckling in the center. I yelled to the bridge "Captain,
the ship is breaking up."” At this moment the U.S.S. Chevaller rammed
us. This lmmediately heeled us over to 359, making it impossible to
stay upright on ship without henging on to something. We must have
been very low in the water, as the main deck of the Chevvy was about
7' above us. I yelled "Lower your cargo nets" to the yell being
teken up.

The orcer was tnen passed for "All hands make their way to fore-
castle ana go aboard the Chevaliern, Passing this word, I then
started forward intending to go forward on superstructurs deck, and
down to main deck forward of gun $2, thinking that main deck would be
impassible on account of ramming by Chevvy. On meking my way forward
I found by 20m.m.#3 several men making their way aocross to Chevvy oa
lines. These men were yelling "Lower your cargo nets and throw us
your lines.™ I remained here to assist, MNr. Hackett, Mr. Naephen, and
hkr. Puray were there also. The latter (Lt.Com.) ordered me to get
some lines across, A mooring lins was passed across at this time, and
kir. Hackett and I secured it by putting the loop over the edge of the
20 m.m. shield. I told Hackett to watech that 1t did not slip off.
lien were golng across on this line. Another line (stanchoin life line)
was sent over and I held this while men went over., After ewhile the
Chevvy began backing away. One man was midway across the line I was
holding (Garrett). I tinstinctively held on to the line, and was
pulled overboard with it as the Chevvy pulled away, striking deck of
the Strong with my right hip.

On getting into the water I still held on, and got my arm in the
loop of this line, as my right leg was paralyzed by the thud on the

tzong's main deck as I was pulled off by tha Chevalier. The line was
being bhauled in end I could hear Edwards C.B.M. on deck of Chevvy.
Garrett yelled he couldn't hang on, and he slid down. I grabbed him
and noted that our gig was alongside the Chevvy. Edwards commenced
pulling and seemed to recognize. EHowever, with Garrett there, and the
glg so close, I deciaed it would be better to make for it and ordered
Edwards to lower me to water agalnm that I would get the gig. He com=-
plied after some hesitation. While making the gig, which had an in-
experienced man at the tiller and thus took soms time to come within.
reach, I heard the Strong sink., Remembering tnat somevne had yelled
that depth charges wers not checked on Yafe'!, T Folled over on my
back with Garrett, and puckered up my reotum. The depth cliarges, four
of them, went off, but neither Garrett nor I'had”any~£il effects,

On getting aboard gig I could not stand on my right leg. The
boat was covered with fuel oil. I made my way back to after compart-
ment and direoted coxswain in picking up men in the water-l.e. turning
off motor and listening for cries. I believe we plaoked up about @&
dozen men. iy left esye was swollen shut caused by bumping into some-
thing while in the water. .

While this was going on I noted an explosion on the Chevvy, which
was about 500 yards away. The Chevvy was firing; star shells were
overhead. By the time all survivdrs in irmediats surrounding were
aboard, only one destroyer was in sight, about two miles away firing

at Dalroki Inlet,
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I then decided to skirt along the coust of New Georgia and try to find the
APD that were landing troops at Rice Anchorage, From EG fire I surmised this
to be about 8 miles away and headed in that direction. e were underwmay about e
five minutes when a 0D begazn firing in our direction. I ordered all hands down
in the boat. My thought was that we had been picked p on the ship's radar
screen and were mistaken for a sub., I changed course, and the tracers also
seemed toc change. I stopped the boat and aithough the firing seemed directly
at us with shells whisiling overhead, firing scon ceased and we resumed our Waye
This made me very vary about showing lizhts; and awhile later when snother sus-
picious lucking ship was in sight, we layed-to umiil it hud pass to keep the
cozst of llew Georgia in sight. I figured we were mzldng about 3 knots and had
encugh fuel for 50 miles which mould btring us to where I wanted tc go l.e.

Course 117 2 miles clear of New Georgia coast. Also decided tg sijnal any
passing ships, and cn occaslons laid-to listening and trying to spot ships.

Uesnwhile I had given morphine injections to four men sufforing from blast
injurles. Another man, Kleine, I believe, had given one to ancther man as my
hip did not allow me tc move about the gig freely. Later on I gave an injection
to HcDaniels, suflering froa a broken arm. Other first-sid was impossible in the
derk, because of oil, darkness and crowded condition of boat,

Ly plan now was to get aboard a ship; and if not to save enough fuel to mle
the coast, end there administer first-aid when damn came, and to sesrch beach for
coast watcher or our infilltration troops.

At dawn which I lmew to be about 0636, we laid-to again, measured the fuel
(2 gallons left) and rigged the canopy because of heavy seas, and waited for the

and

They arrived right on time which meant everything else had gone O.K.
I then broke out the semzprore flags and sent “Survivers
Tre ship DD390 - Balph Talbot got the signal

shipsa,
accerding to schedule,
of Strong - plecse take us sboard",

and soon rescued us,

THe following are suggestions of whal might have been done during the
sinking of the- Strong:

1. The handy-billy should huve been put in immediate use in the After
Fire Room, in an attempt to drain it out, This was the only means available for
draining the ship as all auxiliaries had no power i.e, — submersible pumps and
Fire, Bilge and Flushing pumps, It is very doubtful if one pump could do much -
capacity 150 cuyfeet per minute - especially over a 1ift of 20 feet, Fowr such
pumps (ships new allowance) msy have helped,

2. An attempt should have besn mde to plug the ruptured bulkhead in
A.E.Rs with matiresses, backed by shoring, to slow leakage dowm,

3. All depth charges should have been set on safe, and thrown over-

board teo reduce top~side weight.
Starboard anchor could have been slipred.

4a

5, Other top-side weights — loading machine, all ready boxes, Gig,
Jjettisoned.

6, It 1s extremely unlikely that amy of these steps could have helped

the ship, but an orderly attenpt as listed man have given more time before the

ship broke in two,
7. Notes en abandoning ship:
(a) A1) 1ife rafts and float nets should have lines attached in

order to tow alongside, All float nets hsould have paddles,









LIEUTENANT COMMANDER FREDRICK WARREN PURDY,
UNITED STATES NAVY, DECEASED

Lieutenant Commander Purdy was born on December 4, 1911, in Chicago,
Illinois. He was graduated from the Severn School, Severna Park, Maryland, in
1929, and was appointed to the U. S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland,
from Florida, on June 13, 1929. While at the Academy he played soccer and
boxed, was a member of the Trident (literary) Society, and during his fourth
year was Midshipman Company Commander. He was graduated and commis-
sioned Ensign on June 1, 1933. His subsequent advancements in rank were:
Lieutenant (junior grade), June 1, 1936; Lieutenant, July 1, 1940; and Lieu-
tenant Commander, Qctober 1, 1942.

Upon graduation Lieutenant Commander Purdy was assigned to the USS
MISSISSIPPI, serving in her until December 30, 1935, and had communication
duty on the staff of Commander, Battle Force, until December 31, 1936.
From January 25 to March 23, 1937, he was under instruction at the Naval
Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island, and at the Navy Yard, Washington,
D. C.

On March 24, 1937, Lieutenant Commander Purdy reported to the Navy
Yard, Norfolk, Virginia, for duty in connection with fitting out the USS
BAGLEY, and for duty in her when she was commissioned June 12, 1937. He
was detached from the BAGLEY on June 23, 1939, and after several months
at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland, he reported at Headquarters,
Fifteenth Naval District, Balboa, Canal Zone, where he remained on duty unti
July 5, 1940. From Juiy 25, 1940, until April 29, 1942, he served in the
battleship CALIFORNIA. The CALIFORNIA was damaged in the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.

Lieutenant Commander Purdy was on duty for a short time in the Twelfth
Naval District and on June 26, 1942, he reported for duty in connection with
fitting out the USS STRONG at the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, and served
as her executive Officer from her commissioning August 7, 1942, until he was
killed in aclion when the STRONG was sunk as a result of enemy action in
the South Pacific on July 5, 1943,

For his service in the STRONG, Lieutenant Commander Purdy was awarded
the Silver Star Medal, posthumously, with the following citation:

SILVER STAR MEDAL:
“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as executive officer of the

USS STRONG when thatl vessel was lorpedoed and sunk by enemy
Japanese forces in Kula Gulf, Solomon Islands, July 5, 1943. Working
desperately and with no thought of his own safety during the seven
minutes in which the rescue vessel was glongside, Lieutenant Command-
er Purdy aided all the enlisted men on the forecastle of the stricken ship
over the side by way of hand lines. Continuing his courageous efforts in
behalf of others aboard, he was last seen searching for an injured mem-
ber of the crew reported to be on the deck behind the gun mount.
Lieutenant Commander Purdy’s heroic spirit of self-sacrifice and his in-
spiring conduct throughout a hazardous and critical period were in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. He

gatllantly gave his life for his country.™
He was also awarded the Purpie Heart Medal, posthumously.

In addition to the Silver Star Medal and Purple Heart Medal, Lieutenant
Commander had the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the Ameri-
can Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal and the World War II

Victory Medal.

The U.S5.S. Purdy (DD-734) was commissioned at the Boston
Navy Yard on July 18, 194, This page from the commis-
sioning program is courtesy of Frederick Purdy Turner.






R
The 2,200-ton destroyer U.§5.5. Purdy (DD-734), named arter the Strong!s Execut ive Officer, LCdr. Frederick
W. Purdy, USN. Shown here off the Boston Navy Yard in August, 1944, this Allen M. Sumner-class vessel was
faunched at Bath, Maine, in May, 1944, and commissioned at Boston on 18 July 194%. She was armed with six
5-in./38 dual-purpose guns and two quintuple torpedo-tube mounts. The Purdy survived a kamikaze's bomb at
Ok inawa in 1945 and was finally struck from the Navy's records on 2 July {973. She earned one battle star
in World War Il and three during the Korsan Conflict, (Oofriciatl U.S. Navy photograph, )
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FIRST LADY PRESENTS
NAVY CROSS TO HERO

Recipient Kilied Twelve Jap-
anese While Marooned on Island

A UNITED STATES BASE, in
the South Pacific, Sept. 15 (De-
layed) (U.LI)—MTrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
pinned the Navy Cross and Purple
Heart with Gold Star today on
Navy Lieut. Hugh Barr Miiler, 33
years old, of Tuscaloosa, Ala, a
one-man army who attacked three
Japanese machine-gun nests and
one patrol, killing at least a dozen
Japanese, while marooned for
thirty-nine days on Arundel Island,
northwest of New Georgia.

Lieutenant Miller, former Uni-
versity of Alabams Roze Bowl
quarterback, spent four days at sea
n a raft before reaching Arundel
Island after the sinking of the de-
troyer Strong during the night of
July 4-5. He brought back *valu-
able information concerhing Japa-
1ese positions and units” on Arun-
del, despite internal injuries he
suffered in the sinking.

Mrs. Roosevelt presented the
medals to Lieutenant Miller in a
hospital ward at the requeat of
Admiral William F. Halsey, Com-
mander in Chief in the South Pa-
cific. In a bed beside Lieutenant
Miller lay Willard Langley, electri-
cian’s mate, second class, of Cor-
dele, Ga., the only known survivor
of the U. 8. S, Strong's forward
mgine room.

Lieutenant Miller, an ambula-
tory patient, is regaining strength
lost during his exploits.













THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON*

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the NAVY CROSS to

COMMANDER EPHRAIM R. MCLEAN, JR., UNITED STATES NAVY
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For extraordinary heroism as Command ing Officer of a
U.S. warship in action against enemy forces in the Solomon
Islands on July 4 and 5, 1943, When one of the ships of
his task force was torpedoed during a bombardment of enemy
positions off Kula Gulf, Commander MclLean placed his ship
alongside the sinking vessel and skillfully directed the
extremely hazardous rescue operations, despite the close
proximity of hostile submarines and shore bases. Although
his ship was subjected to intense fire from enemy coastal
batteries and illumination by flares to aid attacking Jap-
anese bombers, Commander Mclean courageously continued his
rescue efforts until seventy-five percent of the personnel
had been saved. As the torpedoed ship went down her depth
charges exploded, resulting in damage to his ship. The
britliant leadership displayed by Commander MclLean and the
val iant devotion to duty of his command contributed mate-
rially to the success of our forces in this vital campaign
and reflect great credit upon the United States Naval Ser-
vice.,”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

¥ Typed from a draft citation approved on 15 October 1943 on
rile at the Naval Historical Center, Washington, D.C.
E. A. Wilde, ur.
March, 1996






Frepared-November 23, 15L7

Pers 328-—gnc Signed

The Presgident of the United Statas takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVYI CROSS to

LIEUTENANT HUGH BARR YITIER, JR., UNITED STATES MAVAL RESERVE
FOR Service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For extraordinary hervism #hile semng aboard the U.S.S.
STRONG which was sunk in RKula Guii, Sritish Solomon Islands,
July 4=5, 1943, and during a period of forty-threw days there-
after. After assisting in abandon sh¢p operations, Lieutwmant
¥iller, while extricating two comrades e ntangled in a line on
the ship's side, was forced with them beneath water by the
pull of the siziing vessele Although Injured and dazed by
several underwater explosions, he clung tenaciously to the
twvo zen, fought clear of the powerful suction, and continued
to hold them above wzter wntil he could place them in a net.
In charge of survivars grouped together on a floating net,
he finally reached a small island dangerously near enemy
positions. Unowilling to ailow his weakered condition to re-
tard the progress of his companions, Lieutenant Yiller ordered
them ahead, and, in spite of a lack of food and water, regaired
enoggh strength to wage a iome battle against enemy urits with
weapons retrieved from the bodies of dead Japanese. Menaced
by constant fire from hestile scouting parties, he maintained
himself for thirty-nine days, gathering valuable information
concerning enexy positlons until he was finally rescued by a

friendly aircraft.m

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy

F Born: January 19, 1910 - Alabama
Sgg ;‘2’3 jL-C Home Address: Gainesville, Florida.
Pers 12 L’Op lext of Kin: ¥rs. Frances 4, diller
Pers 203 e 1925 Bth Street
i i i Dapt. Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
blic Relations, Kavy Dept Cag. Status: Active duty.

Ref's Com.SoPacFor Ser 0168k

JR
NIsc DDD Fo/k3






Kapiritu Santo Island
August 24, 1943

From: Lisut. Eugh Barr Miller Jr. D-V (8), UsHR.
To : Destroyers Representative, Ebon.

Subject: Raport of Adotivities while Miassing.

l. I em a survivor of ths 73S Strong, Because of the
deatha of personnel which cocurred in ®y presence which haove not
been repcrted, to get my story on record, and to account for ny
abgence elnce July 4, 1943, I make this Teport.

2., When we wers hit on the night of July 4Lth la Xula
Guif, all communications to my battle station, machine gm control
officer, were out off, I went down to the next deak to the bridge
and reported that to the Captain and asked for ordars. T was
ordered to go amidships and take the damage ocontrol officer's
report; this was doze. I was then ordered to evacuate the fire
control tower and all gun positions; this wes done. W¥hen I raported
to the Captain the third time, I wus ordered to abandon ship. I
went to the maln dsck, port side, forward by the superatruoture
and #2 gun, and there I stayed doing what I could to get the men
over the side and gn to the USS Chevaliser. When. ths shevalier was
foroced to pull away from us, s line which ahe had put on us broke
and foulod along tha side of our 1llsting ship., Our ship degan
sinking very swiftly and Lieut. Coumander Purdy, Exeoutive Officer,
oame to the main deck where I was and ordersd me to go over the
side; he vwent over at that time himself and I have not seen him
s8ince. As I started to go over the side, I saw that this lins,
which had fouled along our side when the Chovalier pulled away,
had pinned both legs of two of our mem and they were utterly
helplesas to extricata themselves, whereupomn I got down tc them
and cut them lcoge. This operation took so long that Jjust as I
qut them loose, the ship sank under our fest. I got the Impression
that as the ship sank 1t droke in two at the point whers the
torpsdo had hit us. The suction took us down %o a cconsiderable
depth and very nearly drowned all thrse of us and would have done
80 but for my Xapok life Jacket and the ssslstance that it ensbled
me to glve these two men. After we fought ¢lear of the suction,
one underwater expdosion ocourred in the direction af the after
pert of our ahip, This rirst underwater explosion numbad me to
the walst. Almoat immediately thsreafter, thrse exploasione

Notes This report s included in the papers donated by the late
Admiral Joseph H. Weliings to the Naval War College/Naval His-
torical Collection in Newport, Rhode Island.
E. A, Wilde, Jr.
August, 1996



oocourred very close together; these knooked me unconsoious. I

know that every possible precaution always had been, and was

that yight, taken to prevent ocur depth oharges from sxploding in

the avent that our ship was ever sunk., It 18 my personal opinion
that the safety forks were Jarred out of the depth oharges which
exploded by the Jar of the bombardment whioh our heavy guns had

Just finished., I oould not have heen unsconscious for over a oouple
of minutes because when I omme to, I was atill holding up the heads
of the two temporarily injured men., During the time that we had
beon fighting free of the suction, I had to rslease my pistol belt
and all of the equipment I had on to get rid of that muoh weight
because I had all T esould do to assist these two men. Pretty

soon, we drifted into a flcateT net with aome men on it. One destroyer
attempted to get a line to us, but it was traveling at such a speed
that we were unable to hold on to or secure the line. Throughout
the night we plcked up other people, some injured, some not injured,
and attempted to attract socmebodys attention by oalling., By daylight
we had become a group of two floater nets and two broken rafts.

For three days I suffered from the injuries I had received in the
underwater explosions and the pressure against my diafrem was such
that oy breathing was seriously restrioted. That first day, I sent
three officers ashore om one of the bxoken rafts with the only
paddle we had to try to get assistance to usj} our position was
approximately in the middle of EKula Gulf. No assistance arrived.
The next day I sent ashore, in a effort to get assistance, a group
of four aen on the other broken raft. This group imocluded a man
from Z Division named MeGee and a man from ¢ Division named MoElduff.
Ho asslatance was gotten as a result of their efforts. However late
that afternocon we oould hear people oalling us and I am sure that
they ocou.d hear our answers, but the water was a bit rough and you
can not stand on a floater net so we d1d not meke sonneoction with
whoever this was prior to darkness. BSeveral men died during this
time from internal injuries. We had ample water, which we conserved
oarefully, end emergenoy rations. We drifted at the will of the
tides and winds and at one time we almost drifted out of the north
mouth of Xula Gulf. On the night of the 8th of July, what was left
of us wa had concentrated on onse floater net and we were &ll asleep.
I woke up and found that we wers only a hundred yards from land.
Byerybody that could paddle or pull tried as best he could and we
made land thet night of the 8th of July. It is with regret that I
cannot give the names of all the men who had died but I am certain
of the death of Summers, a Yeoman, of 3isson, 0ffiscera Cook, of
Alby, Hetalsmith or Shipfitter, of Muller, Torpedoman, When we
landed; the only onea left were myself, Lieut. (Jg) A. E. Oberg,
USN, and four men, Eddie Deering, D.J. Mullans, Lloyd Lawrence, and
Trank Armbruster.

3. The land that we reached was only a very small island
with no fresh water and only a few ooconuts. Ths location of the
island is just off the ppint of Arundel Island direoctly aoross the



@aouth cf Blackett Strait from Vila Plantation and directly acrcss

Tthe mouth of Hathorn Scund from New Georgia Islend., We rested and
at® ooconuts for two days. I was still unabls, aa a result of ny
dnjuries, to retein any solld food, but cooonut juice nourished me.
On the 10th of July, Lieut. (Jg) Oberg died of his injuries. That
day we out down our net and plaoed Eddis Deering, who was Tary
gesriously injured, in the oenter with the remmnants of our amergency
rations and our two water beakers, one of which was empty, and
started the half mile to the mainland of Arundel Island., I was of
very little assistance end @ould only sit on the back of the net

and kiock, The fins work of Mullane and Lawrsnce with makeshif$
paddles on the front cormers of the net and the axtremsly Sourageous
and powerful swimming of Armbruster pulling tha net got us aorovss
after two hours of affort. Whsn we landed on the northeast sorner
of Arundel Island, we found fresh water springs on tha beach and a
Jimited aupply of cogonuts. We slmso found an old Japanaese lean-to
and a old Jepanege blanket. We mads ocamp there for a few days,

ut oconcludsd begause of the closeness of Japensse patrols and
soarcity of covonuts and the necessity for finding mers food that

we must move., Weantime, Eddle Deering died on the morning of

July 13%th. We moved scuth upon Arundsl Island along the edge of Hatn
orn Sound thet day. Our progress was sxtremely slow beoceuse of my
{nedbility to do no more than Just get elong with the help of a.staff.
LZate that afternoon, arfter having coversd about three miles, we

made oamp. Up until this time I had been passing clotted dlood from
ry rectum, After that three mile hike, I pessed over a quart of
£resh blood from my reatum and would have fainted but for the fact
that the men gave me water aud assistance. I was 50 weak as a
ro8ult of this that I was unsble to stand or nove. We stayed there
the 1l4th of July and om the might of the lLth I =made up zy mind that
if I occuld not go on. the next morning that I would be impairing thae
dahanoes of escape of these thrwe men end that I wouid send them on
without me. We oould gee a oultivated ccconut plantaticn at the
dewer end of Hathorn Sound apd we originally hopsd to reach thers
and to find fruits and poesibly friendly natives; we did not Xnow
that that ooconut plantation was a Japenese infeated positiocn. The
worning of the I5th I could not go on, so I made the wen take what
equipment we had and ordered them %o leave mes, whioch they did. OQur
squipment et that time consisted of only a sheath knifs, a rain

Proof Parka, and soveral tina of emsrgenocy ratlions; I gave my shoes .
€0 one of the mer who was barefcoted. All I had left was two Japanese
beer bottles of watar, B brokea poaoket knife and the small inck an
helr blade wiloh had been broken out of it, the Japanese blanket,

and my astaff. I was 8o uncomfortable that I didn't try to aonserve
this water and I exhausted my supply before the morning of the léth
or July; I thought I would be dead by then, but I railisd. The

day or the 16th I had no wete®, but I bheoame determined to live.

Late inthe afternmoon of the 1l7th I was atill without water and quite
undonrorteble and I prayed for rain end in my prayers promised that
2 I oouwld get rain T would get up and help myself. That night



there was a very heayy rain and I was able to aatoh encugh water

in one of the empty smergensy tina to rill yup my two beaX: boitles,
to drihk four tins, and then oatgh the tin full again. %The
morning of the 18th I drank that tin of water for brsakfast and got
up and put my two bottles of water in my pooket end got Ry Jap
blanket OVer my erm and with the agsistancs of ny staff, atarted
baock toward the north $ip of Arundel Island to reach a spring which
I remembsrcd sbout a mile. and a quarter from me, I could only aove
vory slowly and it took me about a half day t0 cover two<«thirds

of the distance. At this point, I hed to oross an cpen salt flat
whioh was dry that time of the day at low tlde, When I was in the
niddle of this sslt flat, a Japanese Zero Flghter plane trisd %o
strafs me. Ho missofl me but one bullet splattered when 1t hit a
rogk about twenty feet away from me and two pleces of steel hit

me. COCne lodged in my neck on the right-hand side and the othar in
my 1left wriat. I pulled the metal cut of both wounds, found thed
they were very minor, and wemt on., Late that afterncon I found

a spring end made camp there with plenty of fresh, very esxosllent
water. The next day I got up and gct a cosconut and opensd it by
beating the husk off on a sharp ooral roock and that day, which was
the 19th of July, I wes able to eat the meat of the eocoonut, which
was the rfirst solid food that I had been able to retaln sinoe the
ship went dowan., From then on, thers was plenty of fresh water and
cooconuts end my strength wes on the upgrade. There were no Jap
installations or permsnently stationed personnel on that nerthesst
corner of Arundel Island, however, they had almodt daily or nigitly
patrols in that area which foroed me to do quite a bit of dodging
and to move my camp several times. OUn the 2bth ¢f July I mede a
permansat camp about & hundred yerds in the Jungles from my spring,
which was on the beach, which oamp I cccupled for the remainder of
my etay on Arundel Island. Out in rront of my epring, thers wes

a salt end coral rock flat ebout a hundred yards asquare whioh extended
ocut to the edge of Eathorn Sound and which, at low tide, was dry.
Thers were other salt flats like thia opening intc esch other all
along the edge of Eathorn Sound; small wooded patohes, which beceme
{slands at high tide, were along the outer edge. The Bams day I
made my permencnt camp, I attrsoted the attention of a low flying
American TBF plane. I hed felt thet my one chance of escape would
have to be to ettrset the attention of an Amerioen plane and that
they wculd send some kind of bost to get me. I knew where I wes
ané that 1t would be too hazerdous’itperation to resous me, but I
never loet hope for my eventuel resoue. This plane circled a dozen
times very low and looked me over very carefully, often being 80
close thet I could sse the plane orew so well thet I could almost
fdentify them 1f I saw them agein. I don't kpnow what they reported,
but I never recelved any assistance from any report they ever mads.

4. Every night the Japanese ran barges and small boats
from Vila Plantstion down Hathorn Sound right by me to the coconut
plantation et the lower end of Hathorn Sound. These barges and boata
carried reinforcements of men and auppllies to the Japanese fighting
on New Gsorgla Ysland. I had very carefully reconnoitered all the
northeest cormer cf arundel Island for a mile and a half beok into
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the Jungles all ths way from a mils below me up to ths point
opposite Vila Plantation, whioh is a diatance of abous five miles

in length. Army and Mearine Intelligence have heen informed of

all of this. The might of about the seccnd or third of August,

what I thought was a American PT boat, drifted very quistly down
Eathorn Sound and hid against the mangrove treses in the upper corner
of the salt flat opeming in front of me alomg the bank of Hathorn
Sound, by one of theso little 1slands whigh I —wenticned earlisr.
Whon the Japanese barges loadad with soldlers came by them, they

out these bargss to plzces with their 50 ¢aliber machine guns and
d41d ome fine job of killing Japs., Apparsntly not knowing whether
there werc any Japs behind them In the wcoda, as a precautlionery
measure, Lhey sprayed the woods with a tommy gun. Thia Sommy

gun very nearly got me snd kept me so in hiding thet I was unabla

to get out t: make auy effort to reach them. ¥hen they went %o
leave, I tried to attract thelr attention, but I know you ocan't

yell "Hey Marine™ or “Hey Navy® becansa the Japs have done so much
of that thot when anybody hears it thay shoot In that dirsotion,

80 the only way I vould hurrisedly think of to identify myself was
that T ran up a lsening tree, which I used for my lookout post,

and seng the Marine hymn at the top of my voice. By that time

they were sc buay finishing off Japs with their pistola as they
moved out tc gst back to Rice Anohorags that they ocould nct hear

me. Shortly after our boat left, Japanese boats came and plcked up
all the scresaming, yelling Japanese survivors. The next moraing

I chanced deteotion by geing out om the edge of Hathorn Sound and
robbed a dead Jap of his shoes, socoka, bayonet, grenade carrier,

two heand grenades smd five cans of horrible, Japeanese %Linned besf,
This tinned beef wag almost impossible to sat, but I ate it svery
other day Tor luneh and it undoubtedly added %c my atrength. A
Japanese patrol came out that arfterncon, probably leceoking for
wounded. This patrol found where I had robbed this Jepanese soldier,
whioh they undoubtedly recvorted to their Headquarters et Vila
FPlantantion. Aftar they had left, I attracted the attention of =2
low flying TBF plane. This plane oircled ne several times, looksd
me ovar oarefully and dropped a smell package ocontaining a ccmprenss
vandage, a anall bottle of lodine, and onu chocolate ratlon D.

This ration D was the only square meal I had in 43 daya; 1t camnod
be to highly recqomnrended because it is highly conssentrated and
aotually contained enough vitamins snd food value to give me exira
energy for two days, It ia ny opinicn thet & man can eat halfl

of a.retlon D avery other day to supplement a caconut dist and live
almoat indefinitely on a place like Arundel whers he gould find
nothing edible sxcept coconuts. The iodine very probably saved my
life because any ocoral out festers, any sors festars in the jungles
and my fest in particular were getting in a pretiy terribls condition
and the ilodine and Japanese ahoes and socks are vhat kept me on

my feet and moving around. KXo aseliatance to me (n the way ol resous
rosulted from any report that this TBF plane may have made %o anyonse.
The Japs, having determined that I wms on Arundsl Island ad a result



the report of my robdblng this dead Jap, sent a five man patrol

after me the following night. I saw them ooming i{n the zmoonlight

in ths wcods and retreated in front of them for a hundred yards

to my permanent camp. They did not hear or see me at any tire. When
it beoame evident thet they were going to walk right intoc oy ocamp,

I deolded to try out ono of the two haend grenadeg that I had.

When they wsre thirty yarda from me in the poaition that I wanted
them in, which was ln & close group, whioh I knew that they had to
be in to ocme betwesn two groups of thorn bushes, I tossed this

Jap hand grenade in the middle of them and kKilled all five, I
retroated a mils beck in the Jungle, tc a big Banyan tree that I

bted previously determined to fall back to under such cirocumstances,
after I was sure that they were all dead., The next morning, I

found that three of the men were little more than mince meat and
that all their riflses had been wrecked. However from the other two,
cns of whom was an offiger, I got letters, pay acoounts, identifi-
catlon tags, pay stamps, personal photographs, insignia, six hand
granades, some new Jap uniforms, rain coats, pup ‘tents, haversaocks,
bayonets, ammunition, five more amall cans of meat and other Jap gear,
I buried this party and planted plants over the level graves sc that
there 1s no way .f over finding them. I used the Jap uniforms for
underelothes %o replace my greasy underolothes and uged the Jap

goap to get the fuel oil off me which I had been unsucoessful in _
doing up to that tima. All their gear was put in good use. Within
the next three days, several other dead Japs drifted ashore snd I
rebbed their bodies and inorsssed my supply of Japanese parsonal
effaota and hand grenades; I never did get any fire srms. ZXEvery
night, after this patrol came looking for me, the Japs established
machine gun neats in those little groups of woods on the edge of _
Hathorn Sound to pjrotect the movement of their supply boats and

barges from such &n occurence as had transpired when the PT bost

shot them up, All this information and all of my Japansse gear

and Japanesa personal effeots and how they oper:ted their boats

at night to esoepp our "Black Cets” has been mads availadble to Army,

Marine, and Amphibious Yorce Intelligence. On three differant

nights between ths 9th and lhth of August, I slipped a mils and a

half up the beeoh and heaved long range hand greaades into Jap

maohine gun positions. I know from the bloocd and some equipment

that I found the next day that I got some each time, dut every night

when the boats oompleted their run they ploked up these machine

gun crews, so I dp not know how much dammge I did on those thres

osoasions. Almost avery day there were patrols whioh I eluded.

The last night I was there, the night of the 15th August, they

were within thirty yards of me and had they come any oloser, they

would have gotten some more of their very good hand grenades, but

they passed on by,

5« The morning of the 1l6th of August &t around 8:30 or
9:00 o'olook, I heard a low flying plane, which I identified by
sound as a TBF, and I rushed out on my salt flat and waved a Jap
towel and attraoted the attention of the pillot, lst Lieut, James
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R. Tuwrner, USMCR, Hae olrcled me once, sized up the situation, flew
to Munda and reported it to Mejor Vermon A. Petergon, USMCR, in

the Ua 7 .o Flghter Hesdquarters. Within an hour, slthough there were
Jap plaﬁes in the air, Major Petsrson reached me vith Uis rescue
expedition, This expedition was composed of Major Peterson, in
Comzand, Major Goodwin R. Lusk, USMCR, as pllot, ¥sster Sgt. Johm

J. Happer, USMCR, all of the 2nd Merine Air Wing, in a "Duck"”.

In order to light 1n front of me, this 1little plane was forced to
oirols within at leaat two thousand yards of Vila plantation, which
they did, turned, and lit on the water in Hathorm gound in front of
me., GSeeing that I was weak, Major Peterson did not allow me to risk
the danger of the last 40 yards of water to the plane, but told me

to walt untll he oculd inflete the boat and ¢ome get me, They hed
xilled thelr motor and put out the anshor from their plene. Whils
Major Peterson was inflating ths boat, I went baok in to my ocamp

and gaihared up all the Jap gear whioh I thought might be of f{ntelli-
gencs value as well as that part of it that I personally prizsd., I
returned to the edge of the reef Just as Major Peterson started
toward me in the boat. When he resached ms, I told him that this gear
was lmportant so he loaded it in tha boat and took it to the plense,
returned, got me, end returned to the plane., We then oranked up

and I wes flown $o Hunda field in time for lunch, where I was put

in the vory ospable hands of Dr, Ward at Acorn 8 Hospital. I stayed
at Munda for two days, making myssalf and my gear avallable to Army
and Marine Intelligense, aftaer which time, I was flown by Scat to
Guadalcanal, where I got soms American uniforms and some rest, and then
was flown by Scat to Espiritu Santo,

6+ In an effort to offer constructive eritioclsm, I wish to
mention some of ths life rrft and floater net esquitment now provided
by the Hevy. I suggest that ths containers that amergenoy rations
are kept in, if possible, be made more sturdy, I further suggest
that the sorew top be provided with scme sort of handle, because
when coated with fuel oll, after having been sealsd with paint, these
contalners are very hard to open with the soraew topas they now have,
I highly recormend that more tins of malted milk tablets be inoluded
in these ocntainers hecesuse the malted milk tablets are not only
nourishing but they ocan be eated without water. I can not tao strongly
8Xpress nyself on the subject of the remainder of the food in theas
emergency ration sontainers. The biscuits are nourishing and good
and the msrt is t-sty, dut the bisouits are 30 4dry that not one bite
of them ocan be swallowed without the assitance of water and the meat
13 80 greasy that not cne bite of it can he swallowed with out the
assistance of water and it is reslized hy everyone that the oocnservaticr
of water s the most serious problem while edrift es a survivor.
Certainly thers must be some canned bread whish i3 semi-moist, or some
other foodstuffs, which sould be eaten without the use of water, I
oannot too highly commend the Army Chooolate ration D.
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Seaman First Class Robert F. Gregory's Story

Berkeley Count

Thrilling Adventure Tale

Moncks Corner, Oct. 31.—Special:
Seaman First Class Robert Gregory,
former Berkeley high school boy,
who was aboard the U. S. S, Strong
when she was torpedoed in the
Kula gulf on July 5th and was on
the list of the “missing” for nearly a
month, is noew safe and sound at his
home at 135 Coming street, Charles-
ton. Robert and his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. R. F. Gregory, spent a day re—
cently with his sister, Mrs. Joseph
Platt, and he and his brother, Carl,
fished with Mr, Platt in the Santee--
Cooper lake. “Bobbie” said that
many a time in that lonely Pacific
island he had wished to get right in
the middle of this big cool Santee-
Cooper lake and drink ail the water
he wanted.

“We got water”, he said, “but it
didn’t look clean and it didn't taste
good”. One of the boys stepped in a
fow place- and found that it was
damp, so with their bare hands and ;,
two sheath knives, their only weap-
ons, they dug holes deep enough and
the water would collect in them like
springs. “It rained nearly every
night, though, and we caught what
water wke could In some ‘spam’
cans we had”, he said.

Robert, who is only 17 years old,
left school soon after his parents
moved from Moncks Corner to
Charleston, and joined the -Dnavy.
This was early in 1942, and in.the
year and a half he has belonged to
the navy he has seen plenty of
action. He says that such things as
sinking subs and shooting down
planes’aren’t considered battles, and
that he isn't supposed to tell that
any way. but he is wearing four
stars for four major battles, and says
he suppores he may get one for the
Kula gulf affair,

He first tok part In the invasion
of Africa at Casablanca. Then he
wa- tighting in the battle of Guadal-
canal Another trip was made to the
states transporting supplies and!
soldiers, and on Christmas Day they
sailed again for the Pacific islands.’
Gregory arrived there in time to
participate in the battles of Rendova
island. New Georgia, and lastly the
Kula gulf battle, where his ship was
torpedoed on July 5th at 12:30 a. m.

“It was really July. 4th back
home”, he said. *“And anyway we!
had all the fireworks on the 4th” !

“We had been instructed as to
which side the land lay on and had
been instructed to abandon ship on
that side 1f we had to leave her.
didn't have anything to do with

]

————

{ safety.

y Boy Tells

JGREGORY . R. GREGORY
explosion of a depth charge and
died a féw* minutes later, and we
had to let him down. Another fel-
lowr, an electrician's mate second
class, Langiey, of Florida, had an
arm and leg nearly blown off his
body and we had to lift him Uke a
baby wherever he went. Each of
the rubber rafts is provided with
a first aid kit, and that undoubtedly
saved Langley's life until we got to

Two and a Hal! Days on Rafi

*We floated on the raft for two
and a half days before we washed
.ashore, and although Langley kept
begging us to kill him or throw him
overboard and let him die, we tried
to keep up his courage. We were
all blind from the oil in the water,
except First Class Seaman Richard
Cody, of Los Angeles. Cody would
tell us when he saw a plane coming
and we would duck and lie as if
we were dead to keep them from
seeing us. We saw rafts of our,
comrades shot to death with ma-
chine guns, and could hear the Japs
scream with laughter after they had
got themm., They turned searchlights
‘on the water at night and I don’t
see how we escaped.

“When the raft did float ashore
we found ourseives on a narrow
deserted beach by a dense jungle,
and we pushed through the jungle
for about a hundred feet and there
made a resting place for Langiey
and the rest of us. We soon found
some boards on the beach and made
a lean-to to protect ourselves from
the rain. We found plenty of signs
where the Japs had been. Among

other things we found an aluminum
can of high test gasoline that we
used to wash the oil from our eyes
and hair. It nearly took the hair
off, too. There were several other

that, though”, he added, “for when
the explosion came I got knocked
out and didnt know anything until
I hit the water after somebody had
thrown me overboard. Finally

gas cans, but they were in tin cans
and had rusted and the gas had
escaped.

eleven of us got aboard = rubber
raft, but one fellow was hit by an




“We found some Japanese canned
food and cut it open, but it didn't
it us. It was white and looked
like small sausages and smelled
awful, and so we decided we'd
'rather just live on cocoanuts that
we found in abundance. There ¥
also plenty of papayas, but I didh
like those either, although some of
the boys seemed to really enjoy
them. We weren't worried so much
about what we ate. We wanted to
get off of there and get Langley
to a doctor.”

Poor Langley got worse all the
time. None of us were medical
men, although we had all had a lit-
tle first aid. The flesh was simply
hanging from the wound on Lang-
ley’s arm and we had to take the
sharp sheath knife and cut it off
Later gangrene set in and we were
compelled to amputate the “whole
hand. By the time we finally did
get him to a hospital he had gan-
grene in his leg, too, but so far as
I know He is still alive and recover-
ing.”

Ten Days on Island

The boys later learned that the
island on which they were stranded
was Kalambajora, 22 miles miles
from New Georgia. Their stay of
10 days was filled with scenes and
experiences of horror. They took
turns going down to the beach to
look for suppltes that might wash
ashore. They found a sea bag with
three pairs of shoes in it. and as
they had all had to discard their
shoes when they abandoned ship,
they took turns wearing the shoes.
Whoever went on scouting trips on
the beach wore them. Hence only
three went at once. Gregory and
two qthers usually did the scouting
as they seemed to be stronger than
the others. :

“These trips were nNo pleasure
jaunts. They came upon the bodies
of their comrades as they floated
ashore, but could not recognize
them. The only thing that could
identify them was the uniform. They
found the torsos of two American
marines that had been mutilated by
the Japs. One body lay on the beach
with head, hands, and feet cut off;
the other could be seen in the shal-
low water as the tide went down,
and had apparently been mutilated
in the same way., One day Gregory
came upol *he body of a naval of-

ticer. He_ could not recognize him,.

but he ran his hands in his pockets
and found his pocket book with his
identification card and driver’s l«
cense and $8.00 in mooey. " He
learned then that the officer was
Lieutenant F. W, Purdy, of Boston,
the commanding officer of the
“Strong”. Heé carried the pocket-
book along with him and later turn-
ed it over to a chaplain, where it
served to detérmingi.the fatem of
Commander Purdy,” se ' fampily
were then notified of his dedthe

One-gday a kit of Amerisay- K. 5.
ratiox?.:.dwashed ashore. Irx:e?t-weré
22 cigarets, a can of chopped -pam
and eggs and & can-af-thopped pork
loip

“We- had the ham and eggs™ for
breakfast. and the pork lein for

- dinner.” he said. “There were only

eight of us then, for two had been
lost.

“We knew there were plenty of
Japs on the isiand,” Gregory said,
“and we could hear constant firing.
Some of the boys wanted to go and
give up because they saw no chance
to get away. Two of the fellows,
George E. Hege, of Whitesville, N,
C.. and W. F. Ginner, of Colorada,
made up their mindy that they
would try to go around the island
and see if they could discover any
means of escape. .Hege had a wife
and three children back in North
Carolina. They said that if they
could get away they would bring
help back for us. We that were left
looked and waited for them, but
they never came hack. We never
heard from them and we believe
they fell into the hands of the Japs.

The boys left hehind got more and
more restless, as they saw Langley
get worse and worse and realized
that they were getting weaker
themseives, eating only coccanuts
and drinking foul water. Five of the
boys. including Langley, said it
would be better to go and give
themseives up to the Japs and take
a chance on being taken prisoner
and cared for in some fashion.
Gregory and the two other boys
who did most of the scouting said
they would rather die in the jungle
than give themselves up to the Japs
and insisted on waiting. They con-
tinued to search further and fur-
ther down the beach to find some

means of escape. One day they went,

further than usual. Gregory did not
have any shoes this day, and his feet
were sore so he sat down to wait
while the others went on. They
were gone quite a while and then
he saw them hurrying down the
beach. Thev had found a rubber
surf boat and had pulled it ashore
and hidden it in the jungle.

Escape jn Boat

When they got back it was about
midday and they talked it ¢ver and
decided to wait another day on
Hege and Ginner. They went to bed
now knowing that in a few hours
they would leave their jungie
abode. When evening came the next
day, and stil no news had come
fromy. Hege and Ginner, -they  lifted
Langley in their arms and carried
him to the boat. Under cover of the
night they slipped out across the
Gulf of Kula and before morning
were in a deserted village on New
Georgia, which they learned later
was a distance of 22 miles.




R. F. Gregory (continued)

The boys were sitling on the

ground eating cocoanuts when a na-
tive appeared ,in the foreground
running towards them with his
arms waving in true “Friday” fash-
ion. They were so hapyx. ®© sep an-
other human being that they.sll
ren to meet him, that is al But
Langley. The pative proved to be
the former chief of the village. He
could speak fairly good English
and told them how the Japs had
driven his people from their village,
had raped and mutilated his women
and killed his men. He hated the
Japs, and would die before he
would hetray the Americans to
them, he said. He explained that he
was now an American scout, and
he and his partner, whom he had
left to guard their smail boat had
come to spy and see if there were
any Japs around. He gave the hoys
cigarets and promised to send help
to them on the following day.
“Americans fine people” contin-

ued the old man “We welcome
Americans on our island”.

That night about midnight. the
boys were awakened by someons
calling “Master! Master” and: ax
some of them ran out to meet tha
visiter they were accosted by a
small group of natives, who ex-
plained in their very feeble English
that they had been sent by the old
chief to carry them to safety.

It was not long before they were
in the American camp, where the
astonished officer at first refused
to believe their story. But when
they had identified themselves be-
yond doubt as survivors of the
Strong, and tuwrned in Colonel
Purdy's pocketbook they were sent
by a P. V. Y. plane to the camp at
Guadalcanal where Langley was
given hospital treatment. They all
had a five day rest in a rest camp,
and time to write home to their
wives, mothers and sweethearts.

Robert has an older brother who
is also in the navy, John Gregory,
enlisted in the service in Awpril
1942, and is now a second class
aviation machinist's mate. The third
brother is Carl Gregory, of Moncks
Corner.

Arthur W. English, SFte

CREW WELCOMED
SINKING BY JAPS;
IT BROKE SPELL!

Destroyer’s Tension

Told by Survivor.

When the U. S. destroyer Strong
was sunk by torpedoes in the baille
of Kula gulf on July 5, it was cl-
most & relief to members of the
crew because It broke the tension
of six months of fAghting without
any of the crew or the ship itself
being hit by an enemy projectile,
a survivor who was knocked out
in the blast said yesterday.

The survivor, Arthur W, English,
18, shipfitter first elass, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas English of Bar-
rington, said the two torpedoes that
hit the Strong almost simaltaneous-
ly were the only missiles ever to
reach the ship between January,
when it reached the Sclomons, and
the time It was sunk.

Zeros Were Their Meat.

Many members of the crew, he
said. showed their bravery time
after time in actions which included
several engagements in the Solo-
mons as well as at least two off
New Guinea. The ship, usually &c-
companied by other destroyers but
sometimes a part of a task force
which Included larger vessels. had
been under fire from the sea ar
«well ns the air,

It took part in the Solomons
battle in which 96 Japanese planes
were shot down., The Strong was
a powerful antlaireraft unit, and
ite gunners were skilled in picking
off Zeros, young English said.

*We all seemed to lead a charmed
life,” he said, “and the ship itself
always came out without a mark on
her. Altho we knew we were good
AS A cTew, We al50 were certain that
Lady Luck had teken a hand in our
game. No crew could be that good.

Always Asking, “Js This It?”*

" As a consequence, it got so that
every time we were under fire we
got to wondering if this would be
it. Altho no one ever said anything
until after a battle, we could feel
the tension of wondering whether
our luck would run out this time.
It made us hetter fighters, tho.

“Then it bhappened. We hardly
bad got warmed up in the opening
phase- of the scrap before the tin
fish plowed right into a place where
it counted most. I had on a belmet
and a Mae West [jacket], which
saved my Jlfe. I was thrown to the
deck on my head, and was out for
quite a while.

*“We could fee! the long bullt up
tension breaking. Dlscipline was per-
fect. Nearly every one who hadn't
been killed by the explosion got
away, and we were fished out of the
water in a {few minutes by another
destroyer.”




Robert R. McGee, Ftc and
Sigmund F. Butler, RIM2c

2 Castaway Sailors, Flyer
Rescued From Raft at Sea

ALLTED HEADQUARTERS, South Pacific Forces, July
27—(Delayed)~(U.P.)—Two castaway sailors from the de-
stroyer Strong and an Army flyer lost in the New Georgia
jungles were rescued from a rubber life raft by a party of
marines from Enogai Inlet, former Japanese base near Munda
Field, a report from an advanced base disclosed today.

The sailors are Robert R. McGee,
22, fireman 1st class, of Benicia,
Cal., and Bigmund F., Butler, radio-
man 2d ciass. Whiteville, N. C. They
were castaways 11 days after the
Strong was sunk. The fiyer iz Lieut.
Edward B. Whitman Jr., 25. Green
wSpring Valley, Garrison, Md.,, who
was lost four days after his plane
was shot down.

McGee and Butler told their res-
cuers they were aboard the raft for
four days following the sinking of
the Strong, July 5. They reached
shore and wandered through jun-
gles for several days. Occasionally
they got uncomfortably close to
Japanese outposts,

“Several days later,” McGes said,
“we heard someone call softly, ‘Hey.
you Americans!” We looked up and
discovered & man making his way
toward us.”

It was Whilman, whose P-39 Aira-
cobra had been shot down over New
Georgia, July 11, after he bagged
one Zero. He bailed out and land-
ed in a tree, breaking an arm.

He said he heard someone speak-
ing English as he crawled through
the jungle. He inched forward and
found the sallors.

After several days of wandering
the three men decided to try their
luck on the raft along the shore and
within a few hours they were spot-
ted by a marine stationed at an ob-
servation post at Enogail Inlet.

Whitman said Butler set his bro-
ken arm with an improvised splint
and medical corps doctors said the
sailor had done “an excellent job."
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The destroyer transport U.5.5. Crosby (APD 17) took frve Strong survivors (fncludfng the shfp's Torpedo Of~
ficer, LT(jg) O. M. Hackett) from the small U.S. beachhead at Rice Anchorage, New Georgia Isiand, to Tulagi
on 13 July 1943, eight days after their ship was sunk in Kula Guif, This World War | ”four-p:per” lost two
of her bollers when she was converted to a transport, but she gained powsred davits and four 36=ft. Higgins
boats to put ashore her landing force of about 150 Marines. She was armed with three 4-inch single-purpose
deck gquns, 20-mm. antiaircraft machlne cannons and depth charges. (Oofficial U.,5. Navy photograph,)







The U.S.S. Strong (DD-467) Is Sunk

Recollections by Milton Hackett*

Many years have passed since the sinking of the USS Strang (DD-467) in the
early hours of July 5, 1943, in Kula Gulf. Until recently this event was put
behind me, and my recollections of some details are hazy. Now it seems desir-
able that my children have an account of a truly critical event in my life.

For the record, this is the way I recall it.

By way of preface, the Strong had entered Kula Gulf on the night of the
fourth of July as part of a task force covering the landing of Marines at Rice
Anchorage on New Georgia Island, with the added mission of preventing Japanese
reinforcements from landing across the Gulf on Kolombangara Island. Just after
midnight the task force bombarded targets first on Kolombangara then on New
Georgia. Shortly afterward, at 1240, the task force changed course, standing
to the north to withdraw from Kula Gulf. Almost immediately the Stromg, which
was the second ship in line, was struck by a torpedo on the port side amidships.
This was a dismally black night, made even more dismal by occasional rain
squalls.

My station as Torpedo Officer was at the torpedo director on the after part
of the bridge, and I was at the starboard torpedo director when the torpedo
struck. Shortly thereafter I was sent aft to gather information on the damage
and I did so, proceeding all the way to the fantail. It was clear that the two
forward engineering spaces were flooded immediately and that the after two soon
would be. There were a few men in the water off the fantail, but after the ini-
tial moment of panic discipline was excellent. The ship had a starboard list,
and the deck was holed in the vicinity of the forward fireroom.

After returning to the bridge and reporting, I was sent forward to help
make preparations to take a tow. About then the USS Chevalier (DD-451) came
alongside to port, ramming the Strong in the dark and increasing the starboard
list. Up forward there was momentary confusion, and some of the men were pre-
paring to go over the side. I restored order by threatening to shoot anyone who
tried to do so without the order to abandon ship. (I was not carrying a gun,
but in the darkness this was not evident.) I think it likely that these men,
who would have been in great jeopardy had they gone over the side, soon escaped
safely to the Chevalier. We took a line from the Chevalier and tried to secure
it around a 5-inch gun mount. About this time Don Regan came forward, and
shortly afterward we were joined by the Executive Officer, Fred Purdy, who re-
layed the order from the Captain to abandon ship.

Purdy, Regan, Jack Howard and I then tended the forward lines while the men
on the forecastle crossed with the help of these lines to the Chevalier. Before
this operation was completed the Chevalier pulled away - Regan flying off into
the darkness still holding his line. Purdy, Howard and I were left together on
the port side of the forward superstructure deck clinging to the lifeline
against the list of the ship. We had no idea that the ship was then on its way
down and optimistically hoped that the Chevalier would return. There were oth—
ers left aboard - I have no idea how many. 2An injured man was moaning on the
main deck near us, and Purdy went down the ladder next to us, hoping to help him
up to where we were. He had just reached the main deck when Howard, to my left,

* Written by Cdr. 0. Milton Hackett, USNR (Ret.), around 1986, before a mini-re-
union of some of the officers at Newport, R.I., in 1987, LTj.g. Hackett was
the ship's Torpedo Officer and Assistant Gunnery Officer in 1943. I have re-
typed his narrative, complete, with very minor editing.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
October, 1996
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said, "Here she goes - jump." No jump was needed - the ship sank under us. I did
not see Purdy or Howard again.

I was submerged, fighting the ship's suction and holding my breath to the
limit of my capability. Breaking the water's surface, my arm came down over an
empty powder can tied into a float net to give it extra buoyancy, and I hoisted
myself partly out of the water. At this time there was an underwater explosion,
perhaps from detonating depth charges, which left me shaken but otherwise unin-
jured. It may be that heavy-weather gear, pants tied closed at the ankles, saved
me from the deadly salt water enema, which often is a consequence of underwater
explosions at sea. To the best of my recollection there was one other person on
the float net when I crawled aboard.

I whistled (many of us carried whistles for this purpose). Seemingly in re-
sponse, a ship standing off in the darkness - either the Chevalier or the O'Bannon
(DD~450) - came toward us, raising hopes of rescue, but she was under way to leave
the scene, and of course the people aboard could not see us by the dark of night
and in the black cil-covered water. She passed us to port at high speed so closely
that the net was flipped up, but miraculously we were not run down. Further
whistling was soon ceased when gunfire appeared to be directed toward us from the
beach.

For a while the place was a bedlam. To add to the noise and flashes from
gunfire, a Japanese plane dropped flares and bombs, and from the deep the Strong
herself gave occasional moans of agony as she broke up.

There seemed to be people in the water at all quarters calling and crying out.
In the next half hour or so some of those nearby were gathered on the float net,
including Lt. Hugh Barr Miller. He was drifting about, badly injured, in a kapok
life jacket. I pulled him aboard the net and gave him morphine. To the best of
my recollection there were finally six of us on this float net - all except my-
self seemingly badly injured. Survivors were gathered on other float nets and
rafts, and with considerable difficulty - float nets were basically unmaneuver-
able - we joined forces with people on another net and on a broken raft. Here
also came my roommate, Jack Fulham, pushing a board carrying the ship's cook,
Sisson, who had a broken leg, and accompanied by two other men. Although we did
not know it then, other nets and rafts carrying survivors were in the vicinity.
The number of these is unknown, but Cdr. Wellings, the ship's captain, was aboard
one of them, and another carried men whom I believe were later shot by the Japanese.
I estimate that men in my company numbered twenty to twenty-two. Of these, all
but five were injured. I was the senior uninjured officer in the group and as-
sumed command. Miller, who was senior to me, was so badly injured as to be out
of the decision-making line.

It seemed evident to me that many if not most of the group would not live
without medical attention, only available from the landing force and covering
ships at Rice Anchorage. And it seemed imperative to try to reach the Rice An-
chorage area before the APD's (destroyer transports) and covering destroyers de-
parted; or failing that, to reach land at or near Rice Anchorage and secure help
from the troops there. Accordingly, probably between 0300 and 0400, I ordered all
able-bodied men capable of wielding a paddle to join me on the raft for the attempt
to reach help. These included three seamen: Salter, Eudy and Bird; a petty officer,
Shepard; and LTj.g. Jack Fulham, who though burned about the ankles could handle
a paddle - six of us in all.

From the briefing for the night's action we understood that if something
should happen to the ship, survivors if not picked up should aim for the coast
of New Georgia as far toward the mouth as possible - that is, generally toward
Rice Anchorage and definitely away from the Japanese base at Enogai Inlet. In
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retrospect there was no way we could reach the ships of the landing force, which
had to depart before dawn to be reasonably out of reach of Japanese land-based
planes. With only two paddles which we rotated among us, progress on our nearly
submerged raft was agonizingly slow.

Shortly, probably within the hour after leaving the float nets (I estimate
we had gone less than a half mile, but far enough to have lost sight of the nets
in the black of night and from cur low vantage point on the water), we heard the
noise of an approaching power boat. Hopes for rescue were dimmed when we real-
ized that the boat was approaching from the Kolombangara side of the Gulf. Ac-
cordingly, we submerged our bodies alongside the raft and waited. It became
clear that this boat was Japanese when it opened fire in what seemed to be the
vicinity of our float nets. We also heard voices, though unintelligible, from
the direction of the boat. At that time we were sure that our comrades had been
shot, and we expected to be next. Inexplicably, the boat circled and then went
back in the direction from which it came; we heard no further shots. We did not
find out until weeks later that our nets had escaped unseen and that likely
another net or raft in the vicinity had been shot up

We continued toward shore but made little progress - current and wind were
against us, and we were exhausted and discouraged. Then, the hand of God inter-
vened. As dawn broke we saw a small object floating on the water and made our
way to it. It was an aviator's life raft, too small to be useful but with a set
of paddles. With four paddles we made some headway, but so slowly that we were
in doubt as to making landfall in the direction we had chosen.

Again, probably about the middle of the morning we saw an object in the wa-
ter ahead. This turned out to be a rubber landing raft of the type towed behind
power boats to ferry troops and supplies ashore. Apparently it had been set
adrift during the landing operation at Rice Anchorage. It had ample room for
us, an upswung bow and cars. From this point on we made visible progress.

Filled with apprehension we approached the beach, landing there about the middle
of the afternoon, with no enemy or friend showing.

We were nearly done in, covered with oil from the fuel tanks of the sunken
Strong, hungry, and most of all in need of water. Near the point of landing was
a small shelter, which we surmised served the natives while fishing. Here we
rested and opened some coconuts for their milk. This was done with my small
sheath knife, hardly suitable for cutting through their tough husks.

It seemed necessary to get away from exposure along the beach, so after
resting we went on up a narrow trail leading inland. We had gone perhaps a quar-
ter to a half mile when the man at the head of the column came back with the word
that he had seen knapsacks, which he took to be Japanese, hanging from a branch
along the trail ahead of us. His conclusion seemed reascnable — we had seen no
signs of a landing by Americans along the beach where we came ashore. Reluc-
tantly we retreated to the beach, where we decided to remain until after dark and
then move along the coast, hoping to bypass the Japanese. We were convinced that
Rice Anchorage was in the direction of the mouth of the Gulf, and this conviction
was reinforced after nightfall when we heard the sound of boats from that direc-
tion.

That night it rained and turned cold. We huddled for warmth in the beach
shelter, planning to nap until it was time to push on. The nap turned into a full
night's sleep, and we woke well after the dawn of a new day. Unknown to us and
not far away, our old task force had engaged the Japanese in the Battle of Kula
Gulf, and the cruiser Helema (CI-50) had been sunk.

The new day found us somewhat rested and in better shape to plan the next
move, after first laboriously cleaning congealed oil from our eyelashes so our
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eyes could be opened. Our opportunity to move along the beach under cover of
darkness was gone until nightfall, but we felt we could not remain where we were.
Our best bet seemed to be the trail inland, hoping that the knapsacks of the af-
ternoon before were unreal, or that if the Japanese were there they might have
moved on. If we found signs of their presence we would scatter into the jungle
to wait out the day

Fortune smiled; we found no trace of Japanese gear, and moving along the
trail we came to a native village. Reconnaissance showed this to be abandoned,
and it seemed to be a suitable shelter for the day. We quartered at the largest
hut, which proved later to have housed the Methodist mission. The only trace
of life was a flock of chickens. By this time we were ravenous, and the chick-
ens were tempting prey. We let them be, from fear of alienating the natives
should they show up, but the eggs were fair game and along with more coconuts
provided us with some nourishment.

We were a motley crew, covered and black with oil, which we had no way of
removing. By that time, in the heat of the day, I had shed my oil-soaked rain
suit and underwear and was as bare as the day I was born except for shoes.

Jack Fulham's burned ankles were bothering him, but otherwise we were in good
shape except for the nuisance of the oil.

As evening approached we decided to nap until it was dark enough to proceed
with our plan to move up the coast. Then came a replay of the night before; we
woke up to another day. Again the plan to move up under cover of darkness had
to be postponed until a new nightfall. Meanwhile it seemed prudent to remain
in the village.

. Intermittently we napped and foraged for eggs. Then, I think it was about
noon, one of the men who had been foraging for eggs came running back to our
hut with the word, "They're here!" "They" proved to be three natives armed
with machetes. My first words to them, with palms upturned ala stories of
friendly greetings by early settlers to American Indians, were, "We Americans,
we friends." The reply, in English - to our surprise - was, "You swear you
American?"

The natives were from another village and had been sent by an Australian
coastwatcher named Corrigan to help the American forces at Rice Anchorage. En-
route they were to watch for and assist if found, some American aviators who
were reportedly lost near the coast; presumably we were the aviators. Their
leader was the headman's son, Lecura (sp?) by name (pronounced Lay-koo-ra).

He was a Christian, as a result of mission work by Seventh Day Adventists from
New Zealand, and had learned to speak English at the mission school at Tulagi.

Japanese were in the vicinity, Lecura said, and we should remain in the
village while his men went to Rice Anchorage to report our presence and get
help. He stayed with us, and that evening we had a sumptuocus meal of boiled
bananas and some kind of bread plant, plus "popos" (papayas, I guess). Also,
for the first time we had enough to drink, as Lecura's machete neatly sliced
the tops off green coconuts, husks and all. Only milk from the green coconut
was fit to drink, he explained. Milk from ripe coconuts was likely to cause
dysentery. He outfitted me in his spare shirt. From him we learned that our
hut had been the headquarters of a Methodist mission from Australia. And so we
spent our third night on the island and our second at the village.

The next morning Lecura's men came back. At Rice Anchorage they had been
instructed to bring us in. They proposed to do this by way of the Gulf, as the
chance of encountering Japanese and being recognized as Americans would be smal-
ler on the water than in the jungle. We would go by way of "monoxelan" (sp?).,
which turned out to be a large dugout canoe, cached near the mouth of a small

stream.
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Off we went, staying some distance from the coast and, to our surprise,
heading further into the Gulf in the opposite direction from that which had been
our goal. We saw and heard an occasional plane, but if we were seen, evidently
natives in a dugout, were not of interest. Our oil-soaked skins must have made
us appear like anything but Caucasians, because when we approached Rice Anchor-
age we heard from concealment, "Let the bastards get a little closer." Of
course we hastened to identify ourselves.

Only a small force of Americans remained at Rice Anchorage. The landing
had been unopposed, and most of the marine raider battalion (First Marine Raid-
ers?), under Col. Harry Liversedge, had gone inland. Left behind with most of
the supplies were a headquarters company and a heavy weapons company (I think
these were national guard troops operating with the First Raiders), under Lt. Col.
Freer, a national guard officer from Ohio. With them were about eighty Navy boat
personnel who, along with their Higgins boats used for the landing operaticn,
were left behind by the APD's when they had to depart.

This force was isolated and incommunicado. It was presumed to be in dire
straits and expected to come under Japanese attack at any time. All radio gear,
loaded on a single landing raft, had been lost when this raft was swamped during
the landing operation. (With the possible exception of one set taken with Liver-
sedge.) There had been no word back from Liversdege. That the Japanese were
aware of the Americans was evidenced by occasional "Pee call Charlie" bomb drops
each night. Fortunately they had mistaken the location of a few lost boats as
the point of the main landing and had given it most of their attention. These
boats were those whose motors we had heard during our first night on the beach,
when under cover of darkness they were making their way to Rice Anchorage.

We were welcomed warmly and regardless of the dismal outloock were overjoyed
at being with our own troops. First order of business was, with the aid of soap,
to get rid of our oil cover. Then we were given spare clothing (mine was a ca-
mouflage suit and jungle boots) and a supply of "C" rations.

Under the circumstances, the Colonel said, there was no way his troops could
give attention to searching for other survivors of the Strong. He did assure me
that he would have the word spread to the coastwatchers and natives to be on the
lockout.

As to our immediate future, there was no way to return us to the Navy. We
were now a part of Col. Freer's command and would have to share whatever befell
at Rice Anchorage. I was senior naval officer in camp and as such was assigned
command of eighty or so naval personnel and their two dozen or so Higgins boats
armed with machine guns. The Colonel’'s main concern seemed to be that trigger-
happy sailors, untrained for battle ashore, be restrained from firing without or-
ders - the only casualty thus far was a sailor wounded by a companion firing at a
strange noise in the dark.

The rest of the day and the next two were spent in watchfully waiting. The
Higgins boats had been pulled into an inlet out of sight of the beach, and the
troops were encamped on a hill next to the inlet. All hands dug foxholes, which
were occupied whenever the Japanese nuisance plane came over. Anticipating an
attack, the Colonel had these placed so as to form a perimeter defense, protec-
ting the summit of the hill and anchored at the inlet by the Higgins boats with
machine quns.

About noon on our fourth day at Rice Anchorage word finally came back from
Col. Liversedge. His troops were desperately low on supplies. They had taken
Enogai Inlet and some of the Higgins boats were to be loaded and sent there. Air
cover would be provided beginning at nocn.

It was already too late to meet the proposed schedule, but it was decided to
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proceed anyhow. Several of the Higgins boats were loaded with supplies and led
by Lt(jg) Smith, the senior boat officer, shoved off in early aftermoon (I think
about 1430). The tide was low and these boats ran aground on the bar near the
mouth of the inlet. Japanese planes attacked, but fortunately the promised air
cover was still there and they were driven off. All personnel were ferried
back safely. Later that afternoon the channel was marked, and at high tide the
boats were floated and Smith and his charges went on their way to Enogai Inlet.

Then, just before dusk, while visual identification could be made, a Black
Cat (PBY Catalina Flying Boat) came in, landing just off the beach. It was to
pick up wounded, reportedly from heavy fighting at Rice Anchorage. The crew
was assured that no battle had taken place, and off they went. With them went
Jack Fulham, whose ankle burns had become serious.

That night the Colonel expected the worst. The actions of the day had dra-
matized our presence to the Japanese, and an attack seemed certain. His plan
was to stand our ground as long as possible, then fight our way to try to rejoin
the troops with Liversedge. For this, one company was to take the van, the
other the rear, with the naval contingent between them.

Shortly before dawn the noise of approaching boats seemed to herald the
attack. We were to hold fire until the boats reached the beach. Then to our
great relief signal lights flashed toward shore, identifying the boats as Ameri-
can. Standing offshore were APD's carrying a new load of supplies and expecting
to pick up their men and Higgins boats.

The sojourn of the Strong survivors at Rice Anchorage was ended. We were
sent aboard the destroyer transport USS Crosby (APD-17), under the command of
Lt. Cdr. Grant from Seattle, and a short time later I was drinking coffee in
the wardrcom.

The Crosby delivered us to Tulagi, where we stayed overnight. Jack Fulham
had already gone on. The next night was spent at Guadalcanal, and the follow-
ing day we were flown to Noumea, New Caledonia, where we joined the Strong con-
tingent. It was July 15th - eleven days since the Strang had set out for her
last fight.
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List of Orfficers, 5 July 195437

*Waell ings, Joseph Harold

*»Purdy, Frederick Warren

*Curran, James Albert

**Downer, Delavan 8loodgood

*Miller, Hugh Barr, Jr.

*Regan, Donald Arthur

s*Jetton, Benjamin Frazier

Hackett, Orivall Milton

**xOberq, Albert Edward
*Trost, Ralph Edward
*Fulham, John N., Jr.

Grimes, Alton Barger

Wheeler, Virgil Maxey, Jr.

**Hedrick, William C., Jr.

Drath, Jack Junior

Naphan, Alfred Robert
*¥Howard, Jack B,

*Sherlie, Keith Norman

Horne, Albert Merrill

Cdr.
Lcdr,
Lt.
Lt,
Lt.
Lt.
Lt jg.
Lt jg.
Lt jg.
Ltjg.
Ltjg.
Lt jg.
Ltjg.
Ens.
Ens.
Ens.
Ens.
Lt jg.
(SC)

Lt jg.
{MC)

USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR

Command ing Officer
Execut ive Officer
Gunnery Officer
Engineering Officer
Machine Gun Officer
First Lieutenant
Communications Officer
Torpedo Off icer

Ass't, Gunnery Officer
Ass!t, Engineering
Damage Control Officer
Radar/Sonar Off icer
Ass!t Gunnery Officer
Ass!t. Communications
(Newly assigned)
Ass't, Torpedo Officer
Ass!t, Communicatijons
Supply Officer

Med ical OfFficer

LT SR BEE JEE BEE BEE BEE BN Y N BEE RN I NN

! Compiled from the Ship!s casualty and action reports and with
the assistance of Commander Hackett!'!s excellent memory.

* Wounded (** Killed) when the Strong was sunk by an enemy torpedo
in the Kula Gulf, New Georgia Group, Solomon lslands, on 5 July

1943,

ualty report, prepared after the war,

Casualties were obtained from a computer-generated cas-
at the National Archives.






U.S.5. Strong (DD-467)

Muster Rol/! of the Crew, July 5,

ADA[R, Joseph James
**ALBY, Frank John
ALLISON, Robert Francis
**ANDEREGG, william A,
ANDERSON, Lester warner

ANDERSON, Thomas will iam
ANDREWS, Delbert Les
s*ARMBRUSTER, Francis H.
AVERY, James Lee
BALLENGER, Garold H.

BANACH, Theodore Stanliey
BANNER, Max (n)
BARBER, Norman Harry

BARNWELL, St. Julien M,,dr,

BARRETT, Irvin (n)
*SARTENBACH, Robert John
BEAGLES, Eugene Stanley
*BENTLEY, Robert Merwin
BEYER, Roy Alvin

BILL, lLewis Edward

81RD, Ephraim Lester
BOHATEC, John "v?
BOSWELL, John Elwood
BOWEN, Victor (n)
*BRAKEF IELD, Samuel Coy

BREEDLOVE, Lloyd Everett
BRITTON, David S.
8RITTON, Junior Everett
BROWN, Gordon Harry
BROWN, Wwalter Fouree

suiIcY, John (n)

BURRUS, Douglas Eugene
BURTON, Ralph Monford
BUTLER, Sigmond Francis
BYER, Leigh Henry

8YRD, Arthur Martin, Jr.
8YRUM, Joseph Carroil, Jr.
CALHOUN, Walter Lee
CAPAZZ!, Peter (n)
*CARPENTER, Norman 8ritt

CARTER, John Turner
CASELMAN, Clarence C.
*CHAPMAN, Frank william

CHIPPS, Howard Ol in
CHRISTIE, Julian Paine

625-61-68
291 =58=43
21 0=81=-52
2e3=24~17
620=-09-58

E34=11=28
658=-56=93
551-82-72
656-52-88
60U-86-14

299=74=75
GL6=35=-24
234-28-485
S52=13=93
£99~75-22

646-59-51
337-34~23
381 -34=-67
654-38-86
551 -82-58

552-84=95
658-56-29
658=-56-38
287 =72~62
552=-85=44

I56-47-10
552-52-12
S52=52=16
279-78=41
656~53=21

228~12=-39
656~53=-19
266=-19=-72
656=53=-50
562-98-60

S52=14=63
658-34=-67
274-63-18
552-85-32
633-40-80

266~63-~41
I7Z2-16-87
623-24-3k
552-85-46
551-81=-93

1543

MA3ce
Msmthz
CMM
MMT ¢
EMic

GM3c
Fee
Fle
Ste
Sec

cYy
RTZc
BM2c
Slc
CRM

GM3c
GM3c
MM2c
MM2c
Ste

Ste
GM3c
F2c
Cox
RdM3c

GM1 c
S2¢
Stc
Cox
Cox

CcMM
Ste
Cox
RdM2c
sSece

F2c
Cox
OC3¢c
Ste
Stce

Ste
Stc
F2c
GM3c
EM3c

USw
USN
USN
USN
USNR

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USN
USNR
USN
USNR
uswn

USNR
Uswn
Uswn
USNR
USNR

USN
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR

USN
Usn
USNR
USN
USNR

USN
USNR
USN
USNR
USNR

USN
USNR
UsSN
USNR
USNR

USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR



U.S.5. Strong (DD-467); Muster Roll, 7/5/43

CICHANOWICZ, Raymond Paul
CLAUSEN, Alvin Charles
CLIFTON, Erastus Clemons
ACLIFTON, James Benjamin
CLINE, Bert Lewis

*CLINE, George C!inton
COBLE, James Chapman
CODY, Richard H.
COLBERN, Chesley Burgess
COLE, Arthur Everette

COLEMAN, Herman Leland
*CO0K, James Clark

COOK, Kenneth F.

CORDLE, Jason (n)
**CORYELL, Car! (n)

COX, Russell Earl
CRAWFORD, Luther (n)
»CRAWLEY, Maurice (n)
CRISWELL, Vincent Dale
*DANIELS, Orville Lanier

DARDINE, Frank G., Jr.
*»DEERING, Edward A,
DEVENNEY, Martin J.
DIVINE, George Buckl in
ODOMERTY, HMarold

DONNELLAN, Edward G.
*»DONNER, George Walter
DOOLEY, Jack Haroid
DR INKARD, Thomas Alton

*0U BARD, Melvin Hart

DUKE, Andrew Jackson
DURHAM, toonie Raymond
“OURNAM, Henry Rudolph
EDMONDS, Charles Francis
EDWARDS, Alven Samuel!

EIDSVOLD, Eugene

ELLIS, Rudolph C.
*LWELL, Gerald John
ELY, Charles Lewis
ENGLISH, Arthur wiltliam

EUDY, Robert Glenn
EVANS, Aaron Edward
FAWCETT, Donaid william
FEENEY, Thomas James
*FERGUSON, Samuel David

*FERGUSON, walter Lee
FERIANCEK, Michae! (n)
FITCH, Harold £cdwara
*FOHL, Llewis Earl
FONVILLE, George Thomas

608-33-06
328-56=-90
268=-21=-77
551-81-53
300-96-81

263-59-07
352-1U=74
382=36=-48
27241 =75
656=-52-80

551 -82-07
665-29=-49
385-52-70
612=57-68
636=51-59

656-52-08
266=-63=38
uE=-95-74
411=-96=35
551-82-36

650=-63-66
283-78-52
312-09-80
310-69-75
212=39-58

203-81=76
652=-64=-49
363-53-61
658-56-78
S74=34=39

6369676
636-51=-58
656=53=-18
320-85-72
272=-91=22

639-02=-30
856=-52-11
5608-33-03
278=35-59
610-14=36

263-58-88
617-31=-76
328-98-65
321-58-12
552-85=-43

659-03-58
639-01-23
385-71-18
626-63-72
263-61-53

SoM3c
RM2c
¥T1c
Ste
Ste

Fle
Ste

MM1 ¢
Stc

Ste
Ste
CEM
Ste
S2¢

Ste
Ste
MATC
EM3c
Ste

RT3c¢c
S2¢
EM3c
CPhM
cCGM

SoM3c
Ste
Ste
Flec
MMt c

F3c
Bkr3c
Ste
CEM
MAZ¢

Stc
F2e
Stec
MMt c
SFtce

Ste
SZ2c¢
Ftle
S1c
RM3c

Ste
Ste
TM! ¢
Ste
StMZ2c

USNR
USN
USN
USNR
USN

USN
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR

USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR

USNR
USN
Uskh
USNR
USNR

USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USN

USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR
Uswn
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR

USNR
UShr
USNR
USN

USNR

USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USN



FOX, Leo Charles

*FRENCH, Charles Ralph
FRIESNER, John Harvey, Jr.
GARDINER, William P,, Jr.
GARRETT, Jewell Warfleld

*GARRIS, Dixon Jerome
*GARVEN, Lawrence George
GASSNER, Charles Jacob

GAY, Harold Ben
*GE [SSLER, Wayne Edward

»»GENNER, Wilford J.
*»*GERALDS, Jesse Thomas, Jr.
**GERBER, Charles W.
G IBSON, Eugene Everett
GOOOwWN, wlliliam (n)

GRACEFFA, Steve (n)
GRAY, Lee Emmit
GREER, Harry Warren
GREGCORY, Robert F,
GRESICK, Stanley J.

GRIFFITH, Raymond Guy
*GRIMES, David (n)
*GRIMES, Wwilliam Arthur

»*GURR, Fred (n)

GUSTAVSON, Ciarence (n)

HADDOCK, Arnold Herman
HAFFL ING, Robert (n)
HALEY, Jack (n)

HAMBY, Claude Ray
*HANC, Chester Peter

HANCOCK, Homer Of [ver
*%HANOLEY, James L.
HARDENBRQOOK, Verne Gilmore
HARDESTY, Joseph Montgomery
HARPER, Richard Stanton

HART, Robert Hertis
HAUKEDAHL, (loyd Raymond
**HEGE, George £.
HENDERSON, Hubert Willard
HENDR ICKS, Casper Thomas

HERMSEN, John Joseph
HIEMENGA, John (n)
HILL, Ellis Adrian
HILL, John Edward
HILL, Marshali "c"

»+I/LL, Ropbert Harold
*HILLIS, Asey Hill
HILLIS, Lawson Clayborn
HOCUM, Milford Keith
HODER, Staniey (n)

USS Strong (DD-467); Muster Roll, 7/5/u3

551=75=17
612-57~-39
620-99=-7k
258=46~1k
269-16-80

656=-54~36
638-69=10
223-55~00
269=16=52
665-20=-32

372-25-26
287=24=81
342=~10=-61
300=36-00
243-90-13

6869=07=-72
393-28-12
250=80~-15
552=14~45
300-97=-02

658-56-00
360-39-444
628-74-40
636-52-87
U7 -44~70

551 -81 =54
610-47-68
622-53=-76
656=53=15
666-18=-32

636=~51-69
568=43-05
400-61=-22
552-84-19
636=52~-75

551-83-21
328-82-21
656-52=-74
658=-56~95
258-45=91

316-92-75
623~-24-01

636-53=-07
626=-66-35
356=-42~-24

312~05=-43
618=-75-75
272-18-89
620-38-04
243-62-22

Stce
See
Ste
See
Sfc

RaMzc
FC3c
AM1 ¢
Ste

TM3c

BM2c
MM3c
MMt ¢
GM3c
Bkr3c

Stc
MM1 ¢
Sec¢
Stc
Ste

Stc
MMZc
Ste
Fie
SM3c¢

Cox
MMZ2c
SoM2c
Ste
MMZ

GM3c
SoM3c
Cox
Flce
Flc

SF3c¢
Cox
Ste
FZce
SoM3c

Ste
Ste
Ste
Stc
GM3c¢

S1c

EM2c
EMIc
SoM3c
8Mt ¢

USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR
USNR
UsSN

USNR
USNR

USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
Usw



HODGES, Richard Alton
*HOLLIFIELD, #*Ln "
HOWELL, Keith Edward
HOZLEY, LeRoy Henry
HUDSON, Percy wilbur, Jr.

HUENEMAN, Delbert Robert

HUGGARD, Charles Richard

HURT, Donald Marshailil
**[LL, George Raymond
*[VERS, Merie (n)

JOHNSON, David F., Jr.
JOHNSON, Edward Roy, Jr.
JOHNSCON, Leonard Edgar
JONES, Albert Thomas
JONES, Jesse Jul ius

JOY, Albert Richard
JUNG, Wilford Wwalter
KARAG INES, Peter (n)
**KELLER, Frederick M.
KELLY, Thomas Ambrose

*KENWORTHY, Marvin Chester

**KEOGH, Berdette E.

*KERR, Douglas (n)
KIMBALL, Clell Arthur
KING, Rlichard Andrew

*%K [RKLAND, Thomas (n)
**KLIMEZEK, Edward (n)
KLUTTZ, Elbert Roy
“sKOBEL, Edward C.
*KUEHNE, Kenneth Charles

wwlAMB, Clarence Odell
LANE, Thomas Edison, Jr.
*LANGLEY, Wwillard G.
»uLAWRENCE, Floyd H.
LEE, Francis Edward

LEHL, Samuel (n)
LEONARD, Ben Smith
LEVAN, Edgar Ernest
LEWIS, Llioyd J.
LONG, James Lewis

*LUCAS, Gordon Everett
*LUND, Hjalmar, Rhenold
LYNN, Ludie (n)

LYONS, Clarence Eugene
MACE, Henry Clinton, Jr.

*MACONES, Bernard Joseph
MANSF [ELD, Bertice Lindliey
*MARKOSK I, Eugene (n)

MART INSON, James Arnold
*MASTRIDGE, Phillip Anthony

USS Strong (DD-467); Muster Roii, 7/5/43
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623-24~33
656-54-27
410-63-33
600~-18=-48
2£68-13-04

512=57=-84
266=-68-56
562-65~-60
620-78-48
320-83=-62

1 54=-61-08
381 -38-38
552-85-09
652-96~57
279-45-52

618=15=-01
621 -10-38
E42=55=14
634=-23=-39
706-59-37

32-~13=-16
201=35-20
552~14=55
551-81=19
642-59-09

636-51-98
250-53-03
656-52~13
Y14=07=-93
300-86-58

312-01=-33
622-76-00
636~78~43
636=-52-38
650=40-65

371-93-89

656=-53-12
632=-21-44
266=-658=58
551 -82~-71

291 -84-04
S52-14=-83
360~19=-45
266=-68=72
S52-84=42

706-89-56
706-89-59
706-8%9-60
385-67-74
706-89-62

S2¢
SC3c
Fte
QM3e
CFC

Stc
Ste
F2e
Ste
ces

Y3c
BM2c
Ste
FZe
CSK

TMZ2¢c
Bkr2ce
Stec
EM3c
SK3e

EMt c
MMt ¢
SC2c
F2c¢
Ste

Fte
MM2¢
RdM3c
CMM
Ste

FC3c
S2¢
EM2c
Ste
AM3c

T™M2c
F2c
Ste
Si1c
F2c

Flc
Sie
GM2c¢
Stc
Ste

Ste
SZ2e
FZe
CEM
FZ2c

USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USN

USNR
USN
USNR
USN
USN

USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR

USNR
USNRAR
USNR
USN
USN

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR
USNR
USNR
Usn

USNR

USN
USNR
USN
USN
USNR

USNR
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR



MATTRAVERS, Jim Earlie
McCAULEY, George Wallace
*McDANIEL, Daniel! James
»*McELDUFF, Benjamin R.
*McGEE, Robert Raymond

MclLAURIN, Dennis Hill
McLYNDEN, Charles Raymond
waMocNAMARA, John J.

McSWA IN, Floyd Grissom, Jr.

*MEADOR, Paul Sterling

MELOUGH, John Patrick
MIELE, William Charles
MISHKEL, Francis V.S.
MISTURINI, Mario (n)
MITCHELL, Arte Cuthbert

**MOELLER, Robert E.
MOORE, Edward Thomas
MOORE, Harrell! Judson
**MORTON, Brian Hugh V.
wxMOTT, Leon R.

**MULLANE, Daniel! James
*MULLANE, Francis Joseph
MYERS, Donald Eckert
NATION, Roy Eugene
*NEHRBAUER, George Henry

**NELSON, George E.
NELSON, Grady Lee, Jr,
*NELSON, William Hargrove

**NEMEC, Anthony (n)
NETTLES, William Brian

ssNEWMAN, Llewis L.
NEWMAN, Robert William

*NICCOLLS, Frederick Aubrey

*NORTON, James Ruben
QBERG, George August

*OCHS, Car! Anton
*»*O0DEN, Richard E.
ONDRE ICKA, Paul! Vincent
PANAGAKOS, John Vincent
**PANES [, Raymond Dominic

*«PHELAN, Peter Paul, Jr.
PHILLIPS, Calvin Leroy
PHILLIPS, Charles William
POLAK, Joseph S.
POVALAWSKI, Paul Kenneth

PRICE, Glenn Allen
QUINN, Danford June
RALLINS, Lestie Esten
RAMSEY, Fred w.
*RAMSEY, willard Earle

USS Strong (DD-467); Muster Roif, 7/5/43
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654-30-48
706=89-49
272~-66=-26
656=54=13
382-20-42

356-25-00
706-89=54
223-89=59
656-53-10
381 -61=-36

650-67=-82
706-89-64
RO3=74-23
706-89-65
636-26=-06

563-27-33
266-68=-76
&625-26-93
223=-44=-83
238=84=05

706-89-69
706-89-70
602=29=-28
S552=14=79
707=95=55

604=16=35
356=-57-42
625=-27=09
652~30=49
274-83=-92

337=-31~98
706-89-74
706-89-75
269-16=79
380-98=10

382-00-34
360-28=-41

223-65-20
706-89-80
375-79-75

706-89-83
258=-u46-17
630-25-97
409-37-28
305-55=-15

563~17-62
656~52-85
356-80-71
263-59-13
266-58-65

FC2c
See
TM3c
Ste
Fle

GCMZc
Ste
QM2c
Flc
S2e

FC3c
SK3c
PhMtc
Fece
S2e

Ste
Stce
Fee
¥WTic
MM3c

Stc
Y3e
AcM3c
Fec
S2ce

MMt c
GM2 ¢
Fee
MoMMZ ¢
F2ce

MM3c
S2c
Stce
SC3c
CMM

Msmtht
MM3c
Cox
SC3c
¥Tte

Flc
SZc
F2c
Yte
Ste

TM3c
Ste
RdM3c
Ste
Fece

USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USN

USN
USNR
USN
USNR
USNRA

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USNA
USN
USNR
USN
USNR

USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USN

USN
USNR
USNA
USN
USH

USN
USNR
USN
USNR
USN

USNRAR
USN
USNR
UsSN
USNA

USNR
USNR
USN
USN
UsN



*»RE INBACH, Louis O.

»wQEYNOLDS, Ernest £.
RHODES, Robert Boyd
RHUDE, Ronald Chesley
RICH, Edward James

RICHARDSON, Roe Chester
RIFFE, Lou Vernon
ROBERTS, John Lewis
*ROCK, Edward Anthony
RODRIGUES, Joseph, Jr.

*RODARIGOS, Maurice Alfred
¥ROGACK I, Aloysius Joseph
RUDY, Erland Wesley
SAGE, Francis £,

*SAGER, Edward Florian

SAINLAR, Norman Lewis
SALTER, Gilbert Hess
SANDERS, Robert Lewis
SANTOS, Charles (n)
*SANZA, Matthew J.

SATZ INGER, Frank Harold
SAwHILL, Elden Raymond
SAXE, Orvifle Milton
SCHOF IELD, John Joseph
SCHRONCE, Howard {n)

SCHULTZ, Albert Henry
SCHWARZ, Louis Joseph
SELLERS, James Wayne

USS Strong (DD-467); Muster Roli, 7/5/43

300=41 =47
385~-67-93
552=-14=65
600~-30-92
606-82-48

266-09=45
552-84-77
651=51=30
652-96=41
204-590-80

375-84=35
608-40-83
638=25=25
622-61-63
660-23=-96

E34-58=-14
660=43=40
&856-54-11
&06-~-51=-87
&603-26-59

283=22-55
&862=-56=-83
305-24-51
651 =16=41
656-53-63

393-26~60
223-38=-18
552 -84=27

SERMEARSHE IM, Russel !l William634=58-135

SHAW, Harry Wward

SHEPARD, Richard Gordon

SIMS, Raymond Christie
»85 JSSON, Ezra (n)

SMITH, Everett Thomas

SMITH, Roy Edwin

STACY, william Atchinson

STANCILL, william James
waSUMMERS, Lewis Ross

TALROT, Fred Hall

TATE, James Harold

TATE, Lewis Paul
TAUTENHAHN, "M" 2C" Ray
THAMS, Donald S.

THOMPSON, Courtiand Stokes

*TUCKER, Reece Haley

*»»«TULLY, Thomas E.
TURNEY, Kenneth George
WASHICKC, Stephen (n)
wEEKS, Surke Jeter
wilZIEN, Raymond Earli

648-31-88

27 9=-62=-84
651-28-80
Jus~-51=07
552-62=-47
336-40-56

600=-17-11
&E57=17-41
624=-19=35
563=-02-40
295=-73=54

662-87-87
356=40~=11
664-40~-87
651 =03-47
&40-08=-54

316-73=-2%
662-28-80
337-35-15
385-91=75
299-62-20

S2ce
F3c
F2e
Stce
S2c¢

¥ree
FC3c
cwr
Ste
Stc

SM2c
CMtc
Ste
Ste
RM3c

MoMM?! ¢
Flc
QC2¢c
MMZ2 o
CMM

RM3c
F3c¢
Yte
RM3c
GM2¢c

TM2¢c
Ste
TM3c
F2c
Sic

MM3c
Ste
wiee
Ste
Cox



USS Strong (00=-467); Muster Roll, 7/5/43

!

WHEELER, Joseph #elcome
**yHITNEY, Arnold M.

WHITWORTH, Wwilliam Shangai

wILKES, Carl Vernon
*yWILLIAMS, Charles Nathan

*wy[lL IAMS, James "C"

wWILSCON, Cebron Joseph, Jr.

*wI/LSON, Wwilliam Ralph

WOLTER, Frank (n)}, Jr.
YANCE, Marvette (n)

YEAGER, John R.

642-54<-09
212=-46=-57
&24~-58=-70
SLU0-42-58
385=-77-16

356~14-30
656-52-68
JUE=94=59
206-63-10
272=-64=-90

611=-12=-91

ZALESKI, Jul ius Michael, Jr.224-72-65
ZONKO, Michael (n)

Notes:

Sources:

650-48~-42

* N W & N W Ok X N W

Ste
AMt ¢
FC2c
SZe
Bmkritc

MMZ2 ¢
Stie
Fie
CTHM
File

Stc
SM3c
S2¢

USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USN

USNR
USNR
USN
USN
USN

USNR
USN
USN

The ship's last muster roll on microfilm at the National

Archives (dated 7/14/43), the Iist of those rescued by the USS
Cheval ier (D0O-451) and the ship's Battle Casualties report of 17

July 1543.

Wounded (** Killed) when the Strong was sunk by an enemy torpedo

1943, according to a machine-generated casualty report
at the National Archives prepared by the Bureau of Nava! Personnel
after the war.

on July 5,

Summary of Casualtijes:

Not

Killed wounded Wounded
Off icer 6 7 &
Enl isted 3G 54 215
TOTALS 45 61 221

Complement
on 7/5/43
19
308
327

E. A.

vild

June, 2000

e, Jr.






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obl igation
~ the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer worid in which to live.,"

- Fleet Admiral Chester ¥W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.5.5., Missouri (B85-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1945,






The U.,S.S. Strong (DD-467) in World War i/

Photograph Credits

Description Source Code/ldent, No.
Historical plate at quarterdeck NA 19=N=36410
On the ways; Bath, Maine, 5/17/42 NA 19=-N=36396
Sponsor w. Officer-in-Charge, 5/17/u42 NA 19-N=36401
Launching 5/17/42, Bath Iron Works NA 19=N=36397
Arloat after launching, 5/17/42 NA 19-N~-36398
Fitting-out wharf, Bath, July 1542 NA 19=N=36405
Commissioning, Boston N. Yd., 8/7/u42 NWC Adm. Wellings'! papers

LCdr. Joseph H, Well ings, USN, 8/7/u2 NWC. Adm. Wellings' papers
20-mm Mk. 4 Oer!ikon mount, May 1942 NA 19-N=-31965

Twin 40-mm Bofors mount, April 1944 RWP N=-65694
Alongside USS Honolulu (CL=48), 7/43 NA 80-G-52931
USS Cheval ier EDD-#SIJ, 1942 or 1943 NI Order with photocopy

USS Gwin (DD-433), stbd. view, 2/u43 NI Order with photocopy
USS Ralph Talbot (DD-390). 12/42 NA  19-N=-40185
Lt. Frederick W. Purdy, USN, 8/7/u42 NWC Adm. Wellings! papers

USS Purdy (DD-734), starboard bow, '44 NA 1 9=-N=-69896
USS Crosby (APD-17), port bow, 2/24/43 NA  19-N-41557

L 20K JNE TNF TR R R "R U

Key to Sources:
NA Nat ional Archives II
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MO 20740-6001
Still Picture ref.: (301) 713-6625, Ext. 23u
(Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)
NiC Naval Historical Collection
Naval War College
Newport, RI 02841-1207
Curator: Or, Evelyn M. Cherpak, (401 ) 841-2435
NI U.S5. Naval [nstitute Photo Service
Beach Hall
291 wood Road, Annapolis, MD 21402-5034
(410) 295=-1022; FAX: (410) 269=-7940
RAWP Real/ War Photos, P.O. Box 728, Hammond, IN 46325

E, A. Wilde, Jr.
October, 2000






The U.S.S. Strong (DD-467) in Worid war 1/
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aboard the USS Douglas H. Fox (D0D-~779) when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this period
have been donated to the Naval! Historical Foundation, and two
of them appeared in the coffee-table book, The Navy, pub-
| ished by the Foundation in 2000, After completing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
account ing and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
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and began editing a series of illustrated ships' histories
primarily of U.S., destroyers sunk in Worid War [I. Primary
source documents such as action reports, ships'! war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his-
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Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war Il)

United States Ship

Aaron Ward (0D-483)

Barton (0D-599)
Borie (DD-215)
Colhoun (APD-2)
Corry (DD-463)

Cushing (DD-376)
DeHaven (DD-46%9)

Douglas H. Fox (DD-77%9)

Drexler (D0=741)
Duncan (DD-485)

Emmons (DMS-22)
Fiske (DE=143)
Glennon (DD-620)
Halligan (DD-584 )
Hammann (DD=412)

Laffey (DD-u459)
Lansdale (DD-426)
McFarland (AVD-14 )
Mered ith (DD-725)
Monssen (DD-436)

Perry (OMS-17)
Preston (DD-379)
Spence (DD=-512)
Strong (DD-467)
walke (DD=-U16)

Notes:
===

Date Sunk/ Killeo/
(Damaged ) Area Wounded'
ok/o7/u3 Guadalcanal L2 [139%
11/13/42 Guadalcanal 164/32
11/01/43 North Atlantic 27 /00
08/30/42 Tulagi 51/18
06/06/uu Normandy 2u /55
11/13/42 Guadalcanal 72/67
02/01 /43 Guadalcanal 168/40
(05/17/45) Ok inawa 10/36
05/28/45 Ok inawa 158/54
10/12/42 Guadalcanal 4g/3s5
ou/o6/u5 Ok inawa 60/78
08/02 /44y North Atlantic 33/65
o6/10/u44 Normandy 25/u9%
03/26/45 Ok inawa 160/43
06/06/42 Midway 84 /63
11/13/42 Guadalcanal 59/t14
Ok j20/ub Med iterranean u9 /78
(10/16/42) Guadalcanal 12/13
06/09 /4y Normandy 35/28
11/13/42 Guadalcanal 145/37
09/13/44 Angaur/Pelel iu 8117
11/15/u2 Guadaleanal 117/26
12/18/u4 tuzon, P.1. 315/24
07/05/43 Cent. Solomons 45/61
11/15/u2 Guadalcanal 82/u8

¥ KB Ox K N O X N X M

Total for two engagements with the enemy

7 Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due
to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander,

June,

2005

USNR (Ret. )
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1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622
October 17, 2002

Mr. Kenneth Lamb
4761 Butternut Drive
Hol land, MI 49424

Dear Kenneth,

I'm happy to be able to send you a copy of my book-
let on:the USS Strong (DD-u467). Every time I respond to
similar requests for my booklets from the families of
men who were killed in World War Il I reflect on how
wonderful it is that these men have not been forgotten.

For some reason I did not jnclude Frank Wolter's
firsthand account when I published my booklet, but I
wish that | had. | have entered it in your booklet, and
I'm enclosing an extra, loose copy. [ have observed
that families usually want to know how their loved one
died, and now you know. Please note that in their
accounts both Cdr. Wellings (Commanding Officer) and Lt.
Miller express their belief that the depth charges had
been set on "safe,” and that apparently the torpedo ex-
plosion had jarred this setting loose.

I'm glad to be of service to you and your family,
and I'm very sorry about the loss of your cousin,

Sincerely,

Cordy g ille

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)






USS Strong (DD-467)

Survivor!s Firsthand Account in Auqust, 1943

smﬁmzmmnm OF: VOLTER, Frark, #206:63 10 OTM(AA)‘USN,

After the ehip sunk I found mygself in the bay with several
other members of the crew. I swam around #ntil coming near a raft
on which were fimball F2c¢ and Bellanger Sle., They assisted me in
with them at sbout 0145 on the macrning of July 5th. A few micutes
later lemb, FC3e, was acsisted on to our raft. He guffered effects of
the depth charge detenations. On July 6th at about 0200 Lamb passed
away; he had no identification cn his person. On July 7th Gregory
Slc and Gardener Slc returned to cur campf arourd 1000 whern we were
op the beach, telling us thet they found ir. F. W, Purdy, Lt.Comdr.,
USH, lyicg face dovn on the beach near the water, dead. He rust have
beern dead & _few days. He wes not washed ashore. From all indicaticns
he was 8till alive when made the shore and it seemed that be tried to
crawl up on higher land after reaching shore. There was whet appeared
to be & shrappel vwound in his back. His life jacket was torn. Although
it was hard to tell because of oil. He was urrecognizable. We went
through his pockets and found his wallet, the sum of eight dollars,
identification cerd, statement of pay accounts and several expired
ento licenses. I turned ell these effects over toc the Army Chaplain
at Rice Anchorage on the Islend of New Georgia. ' :

We followed a trail on land which erded at a little native
villege. We saw evidence of other men being there before us end
which we believed to be Mr. Fulham and Mr. Hackett from our ship.
A Mr, Milton arrived a little leter and put us in the hands of some
natives who Bhowed us the way to the neasrest Army post where we
waited for trensportation to the rear.

/s/ Frank Tiolter.

Source: Papers donated by the late Admiral Wellings to the Naval
War College/Naval Historical Collection, Newport, R.!.






THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

University Libraries

W. STANLEY HOOLE SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS LIBRARY

January 17, 1997

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
1210 Greendale Avenue, #339
Needham, MA 02192-4622

Dear Commander Wilde:

On behalf of the W.S. Hoole Special Collections Library, I wish to thank
you for the copy of your book The U.S.S. Strong (DD-467) in World War II.
It will be cataloged for the Hoole Library’s Alabama Collection with a special note
and access point for the passage relating to Hugh Barr Miller.

I think the book 1s an excellent and thorough essay on the career of the
Strong, and I am delighted to have been of help to you.

Thank you as well for your interest in the Library and its work, and please

be assured that I am, with best wishes,

Yours very truly,

Strbee Db

Andrea Watson
Special Collections Librarian
for Reference Services

205.348-5512 / BOX 870266 * TUSCALOOSA. ALABAMA 35487-0266






NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

686 CUSHING ROAD (CODE 35}
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND
02841-1207

ERNEST J. KING PROFESSOR OF MARITIME HISTORY

4 June 2002
Commander E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., USNR (ret.)
1210 Greendale Avenue, Apt E3
Needham MA 02492-4622

Dear Commander Wiide,

It was a great pleasure to meet you yesterday. Thank you very much for the copy
of your history of the USS Strong (DD-467) in World War II. 1 took it home with me last
night and thoroughly enjoyed reading it. As you say, it is a marvelous story and [ was
absolutely delighted to refresh my memory of Admiral Wellings and these events, many
of which he had regaled me with on several occasions in the "chart house" of his Newport
home.

In many ways, I think your approach in making such a judicious collection of
documents is in many ways makes for more satisfactory reading than the usual second-
hand history of a ship. In your approach, one can sense the immediacy of the events in a
way that is lost when an historian picks up the task years later. The official letters, award
citations, action reports, newspaper clippings, and reminiscences, each in their own way,
bring us into direct touch to those men and the contributions they made in their ships.

Your work is of great value not only to those who served in these ships, but also
to those of us whose profession it is to study and to write about ships and the sea.
Professional historian will find your histories of great value and I am most grateful to
know that you have made our Naval Historical Collection a permanent repository for a
collection of them. They will be valued and used here regularly on a permanent basis.

As a professional histerian evaluating your work in volumes such.as this one, I
most certainly must congratulate you on a very fine and valuable contribution to our field
of enquiry. As a small and unimportant suggestion, the only tiny thing that is missing,
which a professional historian would want to have, is an exact archival reference to the
place where you found the materials. While you do this in general, a professional would
like a more exact reference to archival collection number or record group, series, box and
folder or file number, too. The point about such references is not a pedantic one, as many
people assume, but because they provide the "sailing directions" to find the document
again if one is interested in looking at the original again for some reason, perhaps for
something on an adjoining page, etc. Clearly, many of your items were the result of very
hard and time-consuming work on your part. I do hope, too, that you are saving your
own correspondence with the various officers and men and their families. This, too, will
eventually constitute a useful resource for future research. You should think seriously
about ensuring that it gets preserved for that purpose. You may already have other places
in mind, but [ am sure Dr Cherpak would be very interested.

Yours sincerely,

John B. Hattendorf






