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Survivors of the Corry and the Great Crusade:

4s you can see rrom the "About the Editor" page at the back of
my booklet, | have no connection with your ship. 1| chose to compile
a history of the Corry because, having completed booklets for the
other two destroyers lost ofrf Normandy (Gl/ennon (DD-620) and Mered ith
(DD-726)), | wanted to be able to send copies of all three to the
Nat ional D-Day Museum in New Orleans. I plan to mail these three
booklets to them shortly.

I have already del ivered copies of this booklet to the:
U.S. Navy Department Library, washington Navy vard
U.S. Naval Institute, Annapolis, Md.

Naval war College, Newport, R.I.

Naval Historical Center, washington Navy Yard

Nat ional Archives (Archives 11), College Park, Md.
U.5. Naval! Academy, Nimitz Library, Annapolis, Md.
U.S. Navy Memorial, washington, 0.C.

Tin Can Sailor Research Library, Somerset, Mass.

Also, a frriend of mine, a Glannon survivor, has mailed copies
to the Utah Beach Museum and to the I ibrary at the Normandy Amer ican
Cemetery, Colleville=sur-Mer, France.

Connie Phelps, "Captain” Hoffman's daughter, enjoyed reading the
early edition I sent her, and she plans to deliver a copy to a muse-
um in a castle on one of the St. Marcour Islands where, she told me,
they already have a large painting depicting the Corry!

I wish to thank "Gully" Gull ickson for sharing his address
list with me - and particularly, for sending me the great firsthand
accounts which I've included. As I've told him, my Corry bookliet
would seem sterile without them. My thanks also - with congratula-
tions -~ to the writers.

I'm sending booklets to all of your shipmates as well as to
your family members included in Gully's address {ist (Total: 81 ).
Unfortunately, I don'!'t have any extras, but [Ff you want addit ional
copies I hope you'll have them made at a copying store.

I never charge for my booklets, but modest contributions will
be appreciated to help cover my costs.

Thank you for your service,

NN A

£E. Andrew wWilde, Jr.
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his |ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"1 served in the United States Navy.”

- President John F. Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August t, 1963,






Miss Jean Constance Corry was selected by the Navy Department to spon-
sor the destroyer USS Corry {(DD~-463) named after her late uncle, Lieu-
tenant Commander ¥William Merrill Corry, USN (1889-1920). Lt. Command-
er Corry was posthumousliy awarded the Congressional Medal! of Honor for
his heroic attempt to rescue ¢ rellow officer following a plane crash.

{U.S8. Naval Historical Center Photograph,)




Carry

William Merrill Corry was born 5 October 1889 in
Quincy, Fla.. graduated from the Naval Academy 3
June 1910, and was designated naval aviator 6 March
1216. He served with distinction in command of the air
station at Le Croisic, France, during World War I, and
after the war remained in Europe working with the
aviation aspects of demobilization. While serving on the
staff of Commander-in-Chief, Atlantic Fleet, Lieutenant
Commander Corry was injured in an airplane crash 3
October 1920. Thrown ciear, he plunged into the flaming
wreckage to save the plane's pilot. This heroism was
recognized with. the Congressional Medal of Honor.
Corry died of his burns 7 October 1920.

* Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 2.
Washington: Naval Historical Center, 1963.
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The 1,630-ton destroyer USS Corry (DD-463) (Cdr. Eugene C. Burchett, USN) at Charleston, S$.C., in early
1942, shortly after she was c0mmsssioned there on December 18, 1941, During World War Il the Corry was
listed as Bristol-class, but today she is also called a Gleaves-class destroyer. Her camouflage scheme

in this port-beam view is Mesasure 12, a system entailing patterned surfaces intended to deceive the ob-
saerver by breaking up outlines and shapes. Later in the war the Corry was painted in Measure 22 with a
Haze Gray superstructure and upper hull over a Navy Blue lower hull. (Official U.5. Navy Photograph)
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Orfice of Naval Recor.. .nd History
Ships! Histories Branch
Nevy Department

EISTORY OF USS CORRY (DD 463)

The second U. S. Navy ship to bear the name of Lieutenant
Commander Williaw Merrill Corry, Jr., USN, was launched July 28, 14l
at the Navy Yard, Charleston, South Cerolina, apd was christened by
Miss Jean Constance Corry, niece of the late Lieutenant Commarnder
Corry.

The first USS CORRY (ID 334) was built by the Bethlehem
Shipbuillding Corperation, San Franclsco, California, and was stricken
from the Ravy list in July 1930. S3he was disposed of by scrapping in
accordance with the terms of the London Treaty for the limitation and
reductlion of pavel armament,

Bothk destroyers were nawed in memory of Lieutepant Commander
Willinm Merrill Corry, Jr., USN, vho vas born October 5, 1889, in
Quincy, Florida. He was appointed to the U. S. Naval Acsdemy from his
native state in 1906, commissioned Ensign in June 1910, end progressed
in rank until his promotion to Lieutenent Commander July 1, 1918?

Lieutenant Commander Corry was designated Navel aviator on
Merch 6, 1916 and was posthumously ewarded the Congressionzl Medal of
Eonor "For heroic service in stterpting to rescue e brother officer
from & flsme-enveloped airplane. On October 2, 1920, a&n eirplene in
which Ideutenant Commander Corry vas a pessenger crashed end burst
intc flames. He was thrown 350 feet cleer of the plane and though
injured rushed back to the burning machine and endeevored to remove
the pllot from the inferno. In so doilng he susteined serious burns
from which he died four days later.”

The USS CORRY (DD 463) wes placed in commission December 18,
1541 et which time Lieutenant Commander E, C. Burchett, USN, essumed
command of the vessel, _

The CORRY undervent intepsive shakedown exercises in the
nortbern Atlantic In vaters off Casco Bay, Mzine, until early May
vhen she returmed to tho Kavy Yard, Charleston, Sounth Carolina, for
post-shakedown repairs and alterstions. On Mey 15, 1942, the ship
wzs inspected by the Board of Inspection and Survey et the Navy Yard
and two days later got undervay for Aonespolis, Maryland. She moored
to the dock at the U, 5. Navel Acadewmy on Mzy 18th £gnd for the next
three days conducted special operations in the Severn River in con-
Junction vith Radio Wasnington.

On Mey 21st she got underway for Brooklyn, New York, with
ter mission to fuel et Brooklyn on the 22nd end thern to rendezvous
witk the Britlsh vessel QU=EN ELJZABITE et dawn on May 23rd and
escort her into Fev York Herbor. With this escort duty accomplished,
the CORRY pot underway the same dey (May 23rd) for Bermude, British
West Irdies, to joiln Task Force TWENTY-SIX which was opereting in
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that area. The destroyer anchored in Fort Royal Earbor, Qermuda, on
May 24th end twe days leter joined the Task Force south ol the BEritish
island where she was assigped duty s enti-submerlne screen for the
heavy cruiser U3S AUGUSTA, The stips were enroute to Nortolk, Virginis,
and on May 28th arrived at the Navel Operating Bese after an unevent.-
ful voyage. May 31st found the CORRY underway with the U3S AUGUSTA
end USS FORERDST enroute to Newport, Rhode Island, operating under
Commander Task Force THENTY-TWO,

The CORRY next welghed anchor for Argentie, Newfoupdland,
with Tesk Force 22 acting 23 a screening vessel for the USS AUGUSTA
and aireraft carrier USS RANGER. She opersted with this group in
Newfoundlend waters until June 23, 1942 when she reported to the Navy
Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, for minor repairs. She rejoined Task
Force 22 et Hewport, Rhods Island, on June 30th and on July 1lst the
group got underway for Trinidad, British Viest Incdles.

: BTY sichéoA feurn mon on & life paft
Co July h" %%?’-Ehf;;gg“tgea Ep. They rore faund to be

end_immedisbziv e the only survivoers from the S.S. RUI'Y, o« vessel of
3,508 tons, which had becn carryinc a cargo of mormesiunm ore, due
bad been enroute from Rio ée Japelro, Brezil, to Baltimore, Marylang,
when sie baé been torpedoed by & Germen U-bcat. The torpedo bad '
struck estern, exploding the megezine., The entire after half of the
vessel was blovn up arné the forward portlion sank in enproxicately two
minutes.

The survivors said that Jomedietely after sinlzdng the shin,
the encty submarine surfaced nearby. The submarine Ceptzin hailed
tihe reft uvmon vhich three of the survivors had climbed and told thenm
that enother survivor wzs pearby 1n the vater, When the raft could
meke no heedway cdue to the wind and sez, the subzmarinc made e los far
them end held the man up by 2 boet bhoock untll the raft could come
elongside, The personnel of the U-boat then guestioned the survivorng
regarding the tonnage of the sunken ship, nature of the cargo, whethep
any of the survivors were offlcers, etc, After sbout 15 minutes
elongside, the submarine submerged leeving word with the rafi's crew
that pearest land was 270 miles away and that they should keep ¢ilm
a8 they were in e frequented steamer lene and would be picked up.
The survivors said the submarine was definitely Germanp, of & large
tyre, end the crev spolte pood English thouph with en zceent, Shs
officers and crer egll eppeered to be extremely young, no smell erps
vere In evidence, and the survivors were treated Izindly end courteous-
ly. The four rescued men ¥ere In pood physicel condition despite
bhaving been afloet for six days &s the reft vas lerge end sesworthy,
and bhad been well stocked with water, chococlzate, and herdtack,

On July 6th the formetion errived et Port of Spain,
Trinided, and remzined there until the 8th when they ot underwey
once more to patrol nearby erees, They returnced te Port of Spein on
July 30th without incldent and &fter fuellng, pot underwey for
Hzmpton Roads, Virginia, the followlng dey. They errived at thelr
destinetion on Auvgust 5th and the CCERY moored £t the Norfelk Hevy
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Yard the same day for an svailsbility period. With her yard perilod
completed, the vessel participeted in exercises in the Chesapeske Bay
until August 23, 1942, when, es 2 unit of Destroyer Divisicn 20 end in
company with Task Force 22, she salled for Boston, Massachusetts,
arriving on the 25th, S8he next sccompanied the AUGUSTA to Norfollk and
on August 30th was undervey, steawing 5ingly, enroute to Colon, Pencma.

She arrived at Colon on September 3, 1642, and on the
following day weighed anchor with the ROWAN and MAYRANT escorting
Transport Division 6 to Norfolk, On September 10th the CORRY made e
anund contact with & possible submarine and lmmedistely ettacked with
depth charges, The results of the attack were undetermined and the
voyage was othervise uneventful,

The ID 463 remanined ir the Norfolk erea from September 11th
untl) October 3rd when, with Destroyer Division 20 and in company
with Task Group 22.1; she got underway. They errived at Port Royzl
Bay, Bermuda, B.W.I,, on the 6th of October &nd remeined in thé azres
until the 12th participating in treining exercises end patrols. She
vas back at Norfolk again Octéber lith and then made ancther run to
Bermuda, arriving on the 19th, TUnderway agein on October 25th with
Destroyer Squadron 10 end Task Group 34.2, the DD 463 headed@ for the
actusl] war zope — French Morocco.

On November 7, 1942, in company with Destroyer Squedron 10,
the CORRY acted as anti-submarine screening vessel for the USS RANGER
end USS CLEVEIAND, During the late efterncon &nd night they proceeded
tovard the da¥n aircraft launching position, epproximately 35 miles to
the north of Casablenca, French Morocco, and in the early morning of
the 8th, the RANGER commenced scheduled plane operations, At 11:00
a.m. & RANGER plane crashed in the weter nearby and the CORRY rescued
its crev & fow minutes lzter. The "643" continued performing the
same duties throughout the 9th, 10th, and 1llth, as plane guard for
the RANGER group &nd, vhile several probable submaripne contacts were
made by varlous ships of the squadron, none proved conclusive aftep
depth charge attacks were made,

November 16th found the CORRY steaming with the USS TEXAS
(Commander Task Group 34.8) enroute to Norfolk, Virginie, on a roubine
patrolling station with & convoy. She arrived at her destipation on
November 26th and the following dey was underway for New York on
convoy duty with USS MERRIMAC, HOBSON, and TRIPPE. On the 2B8th the
CORRY and HOBSON were detached from copvoy duty and proceeded on to
Boston, Massechusetts, mooring at the Charlestown Navy Yard the same
day. At the Navy ¥ard the destroyer bad all her guns overhzsuled end
repaired &8 well as having three additional 20 millimeter machine
guns installed,

While in the Navy Yard, on December 2, 1942, Lieutenant
Commander Lot Ensey, USN, relileved Lieutensnt Commander Burchett as
Commanding Officer.
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With the yard period ended, the CORRY got underwey for the
Casco Bey mrea on December 11th with the HOBSON and MADDOX screening
the USS MASSACHUSETTS, After anti-submarine operations and firing
practice off Portland, Malpe, the vessel anchored at Norfolk, Virginie,
on Decembher 16th. The following dey the DD 643 weighed anchor for
Panems in company with Transport Division #5, plus USS_MORIPELIER,
USS PATUXENT, and Destroyer Division 42 consisting of 1A VALETTE,
CEEVALIER, STRONG, and TAYLOR. On December 21st the MONTPELIER
asighted 8 submarine as it was submerging but none of the escort
vessels could gain contact with it for en attack. They mede port on
the 24th and the following dey the CORRY was undervay agein, this
time escorting the USS BOGUE to Norfolk, Virginia, Thsy arrived in
that port on December 31st., On January 8, 1943, the destroyer was
undervay with Task Force 22 for exercises and patrol in the Atlantic,
returning to Norfolk on January 30th where she went into drydock.

On February 13th, 1943 as & part of Task Force 22, the
CORRY acted as ap anti-submarine screening vessel for an operationzl
voyage which took her to the waters off North Africa. The ships
yeturned to the United States in eerly Merch, arriving at Norfolk,
Virginia, on the 6th, The CORRY operated until early August in
waters off the East comst, perticipating in operatlions, maneuvers, &nd
exercises in the vicinities of Newport, Rhode Islend; Casco Bay,
Mzine; Boston, Massachusetts; Argentis, Newfoundland; New York; end
Helifax, Nove Scotia. In May 1943 she partlclpated in operatlons &nd
exercises with the Eritish submarine BMS P-554 off Argentla, Newfoupd-
land,

August 11, 1943 found the DD 463 enroute to Scapa Flow,
Scotland, in company with Task Force 22, She snchored at Long Hope,
Orkney Islends, Scotland, on the 19th end with other U. S. Navy units
cperated with the British Home Fleet until the end of November,
During this time she participated in petrol crulses and operational
exercises in the vicinity of Scapes Flow, Scotland, as well a&s one
cruise off the coast of Norway during the early part of October and
two voyages to Akureyri Harbor, Icelend —— one in nlid-October and the
other in mid-November. The destroyer wes in Hvzlf jordur Harbor,
Iceland, on November 25, 1943, from vwhich port she selled for Boston,
Msssachusetts, arriving on December 3rd.

On the 24th of December the USS CORRY got underway, with
other escort vessels, for New Orleans, Loulsiapa, They arrived at
the mouth of the Mississippi River on the 29th and at Nev Orleans on
the 31lst, ©On the same day as arrival she was underwvay once more,
ettached to Escort Division 359, escorting New Orleans Convoy 19
componed of merchant ships to Colon, Pensma, Upon reachlng Colon on
Jenuary 5, 1944, the CORRY made a quick turn-around and the following
dey ves underway, this time escorting HMS BEGUM to KNorfolk. They
arrived on the 11lth &nd four éay later the DD 4£3 welghed anchor to
escort the USS HORNET (CV 12) on her shakedown crulse irn the waters
off Beroude, British West Indies.
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Returning from this mission on February 1, 1944, the CORRY
was attached to Task Group 21.16 and, in company with THOMAS, EREEMAN,
ERANSTEIN, end BOSTWICE with Commander Task Group 21,16 in the USS
BLOCE ISIAND, entered upon anti-submarine operetions in the Atlaptic
on Februsry 16th. On the 26th, the CORRY fueled independently at
Horta Harbor, Fayel Islands, Azores, and then rejoined the task group
oo the 27th, On February 29th & submarine was reported by patroliing
aircraft but, while contact waes gained and a depth charge ettack
attack made, there was no evlidence of the sub beilng dameged. Another
contact was made the lst of March but after & depth charge attack it
was not regeained until several hours later, The search wes turned
over to the ERONSTEIN and the COHRY rejoined the formetion. After
several uneventful days, the bask group made port at Cesablenca,
French Morocco on March 8, 1oli,

Task Group 21.16 weighed enchor from Casablanca on the 11th
enroute -to the Central Atlsntlc for further operstions against eneoy
submarines, On March 17th, vhile steaming Iindependently searching
for a probable submarine sighted by & carriler plene, the CORRY made
radar contacts with ¥bat turned out later to be rader decoy balloons.
These were destroyed by machlne gun fire end at 3:35 2.m, she pro-
ceeded to en eree 18 miles west to sssist 2 plzne In submarine ztteck.
At 7:05 e.m. the BRONSTEIN joined the sesrch and et 9:25 &.m. the
shlps were menpeuverlirg on verlous courses and speeds to investigzte
an oll slick marked by smoke flosts dropped from carrier aircrzft,
Upon galning contact, the ERONSTEIN irmedietely ettecked with depth
charges after vhich the CORRY made her stteck, A few minutes pest
noon efter contlnuous ettacks by the two destroyers, the submaripe
surfaced eabout 1250 yerds eway. The CORRY cormenced fire with her
main battery and s8ll sutomztic weapoms that could bear. The ship
immedlately began to close the renge with the enemy craft, firirg
continucusly &nd scoring numerous direct hits on the conning tower
end hull, While 1t was the DD LE3's iptent to ram the U-bost, befare
this conld be accomplished the connlng tower dilsappezred below the
surfzce, the bov rose &nd the enemy raider sznk stern first, It was
later identified os the U-801, The ERONSTEIN stood by to eid in
picking up survivors and vben these were transferred to the CORRY, she
had aboard & totel of 47, four of them officers, At 4:00 p.m. the
CORRY ceme €longside the BLOCE ISIAND to which the prisomers were
trapsferred,

O Merch 19th the CORRY proceeded independently £o zssist
glrcraft, i1f necessary, In ettacking enother Germén U-boat, The
Planes destroyed the sub erd shortly efter 9:00 a.m, survivors were
Sighted by the CORRY 1n the wvater off the port bow and & little later
two flosting torpedces vwere reported, The German survivors were
Picked up es well as strvivors from en &merican plene vhich had
crashed neerby. XNoon found the destroyer circling the eree in vhich
the EOSTWICK =nd THOMAS were sttecking another sound contact. Seversel
depth charge sttacks vere made by the CORRY but without any positive
results, A body was recovered neer the scene of the previous sudb
sinking and, after being identifled &3 that of a Germen submarine
crewsan, burisl services were held lzte in the efternoon.
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The task group gained several contacts end rade & pumber of
depth charge ettacks through the next fev days with no positive re-
sults and on Merch 25th was enrcute for Hampton Roeds, Virginia, They
errived off Hampteon Roads on the 29th and the CORRY was ordered to
rroceed independently to Boston, Mzssachusetts., OShe arrived a2t that
port on the folloving day.

The CORRY underwent Navy Yard aveilebility from April 1 to
8, 1944 end from the 10th to the lith was operating under Commander
Destroyers Atlantic Fleet, carrying out intensified training in the
Casco Bay, Maine, erea. She proceeded independently to Boston en
April 15th &nd two days later steamed for Norfolk, Virginia, erriving
cn the 18th, Om the 20th, in compeny with Task Group 27.9, the
CCREY got underwvay for the United Kingdom.

After arrivel in Great Britein in Mey, the USS CORRY
participated in the Normandy Operation, escting initially es escort for
several heavy ships and trensports crossing the Channel, Thereafter
she was ordered to gilve fire support to the troops landing on the
coast but on June 6, 1944, at ebout 6:33 2,.,m,, vhile lsying down e
heavy barrage on both designsted targets and tergets of opportunity
off St. Marcouf Islands, coast of France, the CORRY hit & mine under
her englineering spaces, The explosion ceused the immediate flooding
of the forwerd engine room, the forwerd fire roéom, end the flooding
of the after fire room very shortly thereafter., This was =ccompénied,
et the same time, by the loss of ell electric povwer snd lighting.
Vhen the CORRY struck the mine, she was just sterting 2 right turn a2t
increesing speed end the explosion Jemmed the rudder hard right end e
high speed circling movement commenced. Hend steering got the ship
heeded towards the sea but shortly aftervards 211 steem was lost end
she became dead In the water., DBosts were lowered for purposes of
towing the destroyer through shoal water to the fire suopport area of
the lerger ships and the signel, "This ship needs h:elp,'Il was holsted
since 21 communications were out of commission.

At ebout 6€:39 a.n. word was passed to prepere to abendon
ship since the water had rezched the main deck and even though the
ship was on an even keel she vas segging bedly., Two minutes later
abandon ship was ordered, for &t thils time the mein deck was under
two feet of water end the sbip wes brolen emidships. The order wes
cerried out without confusleon end the Commanding Officer, Lieutenzant
Cormander George D, Hoffman, USN, vas the last to lezve the ship. At
this time the stacks had leaned together, the fantzil =nd the bov had
risen, snd the entire mein deck snd most of the midships superstruc-
ture were under weter,

The survivors were in the water some two hours and this
irmersion was perhaps the worst of ell since, durinpg the entire time,
shells were falllng causing further cead end wounded., The currents
in the erea were of such pature that svirming eway from the stricken
ship was rendered very @ifficult, About en hour after the ship sank,
one raft was carried in & complete circle and upon pessing the shore-
vard side, recelyed & near miss thst caused more casusltles, As s
result of the 54° tempereture of the water, severel men dled of

exposure,



-7 - (cow...)

At approximately 8:30 a.m, the FTTCH end EOBSON entered the
survivor aresz with all guns firing at the shore betteries on one side
of their respective ships, while lowering boats anc cargo nets on
thelr other sides, The BUTLER and PT-1990 also eided in the rescue
and later the bulk of the survivors were transferred to the USS
BARNETT. They were subsequently trensferred to the U. S. Naval
Advanced Bsse, Felmouth, Englsnd,

Out of & complement of 19 officers and 265 men, six men
were known dead; one officer and 15 men were missing; one officer
and 32 men had been Injured; and 17 officers and 212 men remsined
uninjured,

The USS CORRY (DD 463) earned four (%) battle stars on the
European-African-Middle Eastern Area Service Ribbon for particlpating
in the following operaticns:

One Star--North Africen Occupation:. « + o & « « o 8 November 1oi2 -
9 July 1543

One Star--Norway Rald:i. v o 4 o« ¢ o = o « = = o « 2-6 October lgiz

One Star--Anti-Submerine Assessement: . + « o o « « 16 March 104k

One Star--Invasion of Normandy {including
btombardment of Cherbourg):. o o o o . . 6-25 Jupne 194k

Lieutenant Commander George D. Eoffmesn, USN, Commanding
Officer of the US3 CORRY who survived the ection in which his ship
was sunk, wzs avarded the Leglon of Merit for the CORRY'!s role in
the sinking of the German submzrine om Mzrch 17, 1944, The citztion
reads es follows:

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the
performance of outstanding service as Commanding
Officer of the U.S.5, CORRY during & successful
ectlon pgalnst en oneny submerine,

"The U.S.5. CORRY was on &n anti-submarine
search when contact was made with the enexmy,
Lleutenant Commander George D, Hoffman immediately
developed the contact end furnished vitzl informa-
tion which assisted his more favorably sltuated
companion ship in making demaging ettacks, later,
acting 1o conjunction with the other attacking
unit, Lieutenant Commander Hoffman delivered an
extremely effective depth charge which forced the
damaged submarine to the surface, The surfaced
subrarine was then taken under fire by both
surface ships present, with many hits from the
U,S5.5., CORRY contributing to the U-bcatts final
destruction.
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"The eggressive and accurate gun fire and depth

cherge attacks delivered by Lieutenant Commander
Hoffrzn in close cooperation with similsr attacks by
& companion ship were in keeping with the highest
traditions of the Tnited Staztes Naval Service.:

* * ¥ 2 *

SUCCESSIVE LIST OF COMMANDING OFFICERS

Lientenent Commender E. C. Burchett, USN — Comma.ssioning to Jenusry
1653,
Lieutenent Commander L. Ensey, USN — Jenuery 19435 teo November 1643,
Lieutenant Commander George D, Hoffman, USN — November 19435 until
ginking June €, 1sih
(survivor)

i % ®* & ¥

'STATISTICS
OVERALL IENGTH: 348 feest
EEAM: 36 feet
DISPLACEMENT : 1,630 toos
SPEEDs: 35 knets plua

i ¥ ¥F ¥

Restencilled: Merch €, 1950



USS CORRY (DD-:;ﬁ:s)Sﬁ;.VICE

SOURCE DATE DEPARTED ] ARRIVED ~-DATE REMARKS
,CO history ! ! !Commissioned 13 Dec 41 ot
' ; | | ‘Charleston, S. C. Shake-
i | dovin off Casmeo Jey.
13-21 limy: at Annepolis for
i special ops. with Radlo Wash-
; : Ingion.
| .21 May 42 t Annapolie Hev York 22 liay 42 [Escorted QUEEN ELIZATBETH into
' ) harhor,
‘ { 23 ey 42 | Mew York sermuda 24 ilay 47 |Jolned TF 26.on 26 May and
' ’ pcreened AUGUSTA to
' . Norfolk 25 ey 42
i } 31 Hay ¢2 [ Norfolk Argentlsa [{ “"ith UF 22; operating in
| l evfoundland vatere untll
' Soseton i A3 Jun 42 |Repalrs; Jolned TP 22 at Hew-
! | | port 30 Jun.
: i 1 Jul 42 | Newport Port of Sppin, Trini-' 6 Jul 42 Picked up 4 men off life raft
dad | 4 Jul 42; survlvors from tor-
‘ pedoed SS RUTY,
: On patrol out of Trinldad,
| 31 Jul 42 | Trinided Jorfollk 5 Aug 42 |[Avallabdillty,
. 1723 Aug 42 | Worfolk Doston 75 Aug 47 |[ln DesDiv 20, TF 22; escorted
! \WOUSTA hack to Norfolk.
1 30 Aug 42 | Horfolk Colon, Panama 3 Sep 42
; 4 Sep 42 | Colon Hrrfolk 11 Sep 42 fEacnrting TransDiv 6.
i 3 Cet 42 | Norfolk Aermuda 6 Cct 42 [In TQ 22.1; exerclses and pa
trol.
' 12 Oct 47 | Mermuda lerfolic 14 Oct 42 [ Returned to
Bermuda 19 QOct 47
EBE Oct 42 Bermuda Casabl anca 7 Nov AP In TG 24.2 acting es screen
: for RATGER and CLEVELAXD 1n
alr attacks in support of
: i lorcccan landings,
1 .16 Nov 42 ! Caeablanca Norfolk 26 Nov 42 | To Boston 28 Nov for overhau
: .17 Dac 42 | Norfolk Panama 24 Dec A7 |TEmcortling TransDiv 5; slghtal
: i | submergzing sub 21 Dec dbut
| I couldn'4 gain contact.

25 Dec 42 ~ Panana Horfolk 31 Dec 42 Eescorting BOGUE,
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This port-bow view of the Bristol-class destroyer USS Corry (DD-463) was taken In 1942 prior to her
yard availabil ity In December, 1942, when three additional 20-mm machline guns were Installed in the
area of her bridge (1 centerl ined, forward, and 2 on the wings). She had a main battery of four 5-
in./38 quns which fired a 55-1b, projectile with a maximum range of about nine miles. With a well-
sach of these guns could fire 15-20 rounds/minute. The Corry's characteristics were:

tralned crew,
Standard displacement 1,630 tons Drart 15180
Length overall 3u812n Shart horsepower 50,000 H,P.
Jsnn Rated speed 35 knots

Baam
(U.S. Naval Institute Collection.)







In 1941 the 20-mm Qert ikon air-cocled machine gun began to replace the .50-cal.
water-coolad machine gun as the Navy's standard [ight antiaircraft weapon., (It
was also called a machine cannon because it fired expliosive shelis.) This ear-
ly Mark L version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two /caders.
¥hen Fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was alsec required ta enter range data, The Cerl ikon had an effective range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute., (OFPFficial USN Photo. )







U.S.5. Corry (DD-463)

Summary of Command ing officers!

Ret ired
Jates Rank
LCDR Eugene Carroll Burchett, USN 12]/18]/u1-12/02742 Captain
(1903=-1973
LCOR Lot Ensey, USN 12/02/42-12/07/u3 V. Adm.
(1908-1570)
LCOR George Dewey Hoffman, USN 12/07 [43-06/06 [l Captain

(1911-15971)

* % % X K X X X % X

1 Sources: The ship's deck logs at the National Archives and the
U.S. Naval Academy's Register of Alumni, 1995 Edition.

E, A. Wilde, ur.
October, 1999






U.5.5. Corry (DD=u463)

Obituary for Captain George Dewey Hoffman, USN (Ret.)
(1911-1991)

Command ing Officer, 7 December 1543 to 6 June 154y

GEORGE DEWEY HOFFMAN 34

Capt. George D. Hoffrman USN (Ret.) died of
pneumonia on 27 December 1991 in Fairfax Hospital,
Va. Services were held in the Fort Meyer Chapel on 4
January followed by interment in Arlington Nationai
Cemetery.

A third generation Navy junior and a godson of
Admiral George Dewey, Captain Hoffman was grad-
uated from the Naval Academy in 1934 and, after a

‘year in [DaHO, bepan a career in destroyers. In

193541 he served in three destroyers and one DD
conversion. On 7 December 1941 he was commis-
sioning gunnery officer of Corry (DD-463), later
fleeting up to Exec and to command, engaged in
ASW in the Eastern Atlantic, sometimes as a unit of
the British Home Fleet. Corry was credited with
sinking one submarine, assisting with a second kill,
and rescuing survivors of a third. At Normandy, as-
signed to shore bombardment, she was sunk by
mines and shore battery fire. Following survivors's
leave George was ordered to the Naval Academy as
Assistant Commandant where he spent the next two
years. His wartime services eamned the Legion of
Merit, Silver Star, Commendation Ribbon and the
French Croix-de-Guerre.

In 1946~47, Captain Hoffman commanded PuT-
NAM (DD-757) and had the pleasure of pulling DVL
WRIGHT off the beach at Pensacola, for which he was
commended. A student tour at the Armed Forces Staff
College was followed by a year on ComServLant
staff. In 19488 he went to OpNav (International Secu-
rity Affairs). In 1952 he took command on PhibRon
ONE in Korea, returned to OpNav (Fleet Readiness)
in 1954, and commanded the Sixth Fleet destroyer
tender during the Suez crisis. He retired in 1960 and
settled in Falls Church, Va.

His wife Lois, then a WAVE ensign, whom he had
martied in 1943, joined him in new careers as teach-
ers in the Northern Virginia area, which they fol-
lowed for about twenty years. On retiring from that
profession they moved into Vinson Hall, from where
they travelled, were active in all Class affairs, and
just enjoyed life.

Capt. Hoffman is survived by his wife Lois at 6251
Qld Dominion Drive, #228, McLean, Va. 2210I;
daughters Blair Simmons of Burke, Gretchen Sue of
Arlington and Constance Phelps of Falls Church; and
four grandchildren,

! Shipmate magazine (U.S. Naval! Academy), March 1992,






The Sunday Star Gravure Section for September 9, 1945, -

‘Heroes of the Washington Area

an two,

Comdr. George D. Hoffman

Onc of the many heroes of D-day in France,

" Comdr. Heftman, 34, skippered the destroyer Corry,

part of the giont invasion fleet off the coast of
Normandy, During the early landings, however, the
destroyer was mortally hit by enemy firc. The young
officer “staved with his ship unti! all aboard were
evacuated, jumping just as the doomed vessel brake
He swam for twe and o haif hours in the
Engiish Channel befare being rescued. It was for this
gallantry in actian that Comdr. Hoffman was awarded
the Silver Star,

The commander also hofds the Legion of Merit
for suceesstul action' against an enemy submarine while
cammanding the Corry. At this time, his ship and
anuther  vessei engaged the submarine in combat, and
the Corry was reported to have made many hits, which
contributed to the submarine’s final destruction ond
the copture of 50 prisaners.

Godson af the late Admiral George D. Dewey,
hero of the Battle of Manile Bay, Comdr. Hoftman,
whose mother, Mrs, Helen Draper Hoffman, lives ot
2349 Ashmead place N.W., is ¢ native Washingtonion.
He attended Western High School and Columbia
Preparatory School ond was graduated frem the Naval
Academy in 1934,

Priar to his assignment to the Corry, he scrved an
the bottleship Idaho and the destroyers Williams and
McKean. He is naw stationed at Annapolis as assistant
to the commandant of the Naval Acodemy. His brother,
Copt, Horry Hoftman, MNovy, commands the Corrier
Meontpelier now in the Pecitic.

This ts one of a series of portroits of our decoroted
tighting men by Newmon Sedduth of The Star’s
art staff.

1







Near Tragedy

Captain George D. Hoffman USN (Ret.)

In March 1943, while on night Hunter-Killer
patrol, USS Corry (DD-463) came within an
inch of being heavily damaged by the gunfire of
a British escort vessel, which had suffered near
misses from our guns. Corry had been as-
signed night patrol operations in a large rec-
tangular area believed to be a favorite of the
German submarines. They felt safe; they could
cruise on the surface, rccharging their bat-
teries, and generally relax from the daytime ha-
rassment by our task group. Our H-K group
consisted of & jeep carricr, four DEs and
CorrY. The German subrmarines, the erstwhile
“hunters,” had now become “the hunted.”

The doctrine by which Corry was guverned
was 1o commence firing immediately on any
target detected at night by radar. That tactic was
obviously designed to catch a sub before he had
a chance to dive. Corry had been chusen for
such night operations by rcason of having four
5738’5 and special preparations before leaving
Casco Bay, Maine. An ordnance team had
corne aboard to “toe in” the battery to produce
a small pattern at a range they deemed to be op-
timum. CORRY tested the procedure on some
buoys deliberately set afloat. In fact, the day of
the night “incident™ Coray had cncountered a
large bucy in mid-ocean and quickly sank it.

On the night of the near-tragedy CORRY was
steaming along. all was quict and uncventful
unti! suddenly at about 0200 a tarpet was
picked up and our firing commenced almost
immediately. Our gun crews had been sleeping
at their stations except the ready-gun where the
crew was fully alert. Of course the Murk 37 di-
rector and the plotting room were ready. How-
cver, there was a “fly in the ointment.” The sur-
face search radar (SG) was still feeding runpes
and bearings into the Mark 1 computer instead
of the fire control radar (FD) which was inte-
gral with the director. The SG radar had an in-
herent bearing error of at least 4 degrees. The
duty officer in the director had forgotien to en-
ergize the FD radar immediately, simply by
fiipping a switch. So, ranges to the target were
excellent but target bearing was skewed to the
left and dead ahead of the target.

Lot Ensey °30, later a vice admiral, had
turned over to me a splendid well-trained crew.

Shipmate, October 1988

In fact his innovations to prevent boredom at
sca could well have become Navy policy. Dur-
ing non-hazardous periods at sea he would have
officers and men of one department do the jobs
of a differcnt department. It didn't hurt the
quartcrmasters to stand an engine room or a firc
room watch. It increased interest in what the
other fellow did and showed that all hands had
jobs that could have them ready for the bunk at
night {unless you had the “mid™).

However, on this night, | was to have my
problems. Shortly after “commence firing™ |
noted that no hits were registering despite that
nice tight pattern. The tarpet “was still there,”
apparently not hit and not submerging. Sud-
denly from the target there rose a “Christras
tree” of recognition lights, red, green, blue,
and whitc. The personne! on our bridge were
frozen in their tracks awaiting a retaliatory
biast. We immediately illuminated our stcam-
ing colors and the funneis with 12" bridge sig-
nal searchlights and. or course, turned on our
recognition lights. We awaited a salvo that
never came. Instead, the RN ship started draw-
ing off but casvally queried by TBS “What
ship.™

Frankly, for a split-second | thought how
simple it would be to give the name of a fic-
titious ship but, instcad, ] humbly replied “USS
Corry (DD-463); | deeply rcgret firing on you;
please accept my apologics.™ The RN ship did
not reply, which spelled deep trouble ahcad for
me. After awhile, from considerable distance, |
heard a different TBS transmission, “| say
there *OTHELLO™ was that you shooting”” Ap-
parently there were two British escort vessels in
our H-K patrol area.

With the acar tragedy over. | made my way
down to CIC, badly shaken, to find what the
problem was and to examinc the tracks of
Corry and target. What [ found was com-
plctely amazing; the RN ship had made a com-
pletc circle with my shells detonating just
ahead of him in the carly part of his turn. [ must
say, the target ship COD had his wits about him
in prumpt evasive action. As to the Britisher's
gunnery depurtment, we will never know
whether there was intention to “lket us have it”
or no. As previously mentiencd, the Mark |



computer had been fed exact ranges by the SG
radar but the bearings, thank God, were off,
just enough to prevent a mid-ocean catastraphy
between allies.

Gradually I realized that | was in for it, par-
ticularly with no acknowledgment of my abject
apology. | worricd all the way back to Boston.
However, my concemn began to lessen a bit be-
cause before our group completed its Hunter-
Killer mission, the group had polished off some
submarines. Corry sank by gunfire U-801 af-
ter be had had night and day depth charging
by USS BRONSTEIN, commanded by LCdr.
Sheldon Kinney 41, and Corry. Forty-seven
Gurman sailors were fished out of the water in
that incident. Afler having been fed oranges
and a hot Junch they were transferred to the car-
rier. That night Corry and BRONSTEIN sank a
German submarine by depth charges with no
survivors. Two days later Corry retrieved the
crew of a TBF and their target, U-1059. The
combatants had done each other in. These Ger-
mans we kept on board for our voyage back to
Boston. My crew became friendly with the
German sailors and | and Kapitan-Leutnant
Gunter Leupold, write to cach other to this day,
exchanging snapshots of our wives and
children.

Naturally, these ASW expericnces mitigated
my fear of the consequences of firing on an al-
lied ship, but I still felt there was bad news to
come. When the task group arrived in Boston
we turned our Germans over to the U.S. Army
for interrogation and imprisonment. Upoen in-
quiry as to my being disciplined [ received
some information that was completely star-
tling: two British escort vessels had been au-
thorized to short-cut dircctly across the rec-
tangular target area because they were gravely
low on fucl. The Navy Department message
had been “filed™ in the radio room of the carrier
with no disscmination. As bad luck would have
it, in that large oceanic area, Corry and the
two Britishers were unknowingly and fatefully
rendezvousing with each other, Needless to
say, to my great refief, the incident was closed.

NG



U.S.S. Corry (DD-463)
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On March 17, 1944, while operating in a hunter-killer group
with the escort aircraft carrier USS Block lsland (CVE-106), the
Corry and the destroyer escort USS Bronstein (DE-189) attacked
the German submarine U~801 with depth charges and hedgehogs.
when the damaged U-boat was forced to surface she was hit by
gunfire from both ships and quickly sank.

As shown by this map the sub went down about 300 miles west
of the Cape Verde Islands, not off the Azores as reported by
both ships in their action reports. (The reported latitude of
the sinking was 16,40 degrees North, while the Azores are at
about 37 degrees North.)

E. 4. ¥Wilde, Jr.
October, 1999







When the Corry and the Bronstein sank a U-boat on 17 March 1944 they were operating with
the antisubmarine hunter-killer Task Group 21.16 (CTG and C.0. Block Island: Capt. Fran-
¢ls M. Hughes, USN) formed around the aircraft carrier USS Block Island (CVE-21). This
Bouge-class escort carrier dlsplaced 7,800 standard tons, and her overall length was 492
reet., Compos{t squadron VC-6 with 9 FM-2 Wildcat fighters and 12 TBF-1C Avenger torpedo
bombers was embarked on the Block Island in March, 1984, (Official U.S. Navy Photograph)







The U-boat sunk by the Corry and the Bronstein on March 17, 1944, was
initially sighted by a TSF Avenger from the Block Island, The torpe-

do bomber reported her visual contact to the escorts and then dropped
a depth bomb which seriously damaged the submarine, causing oil [eaks
which revealed her position to the attacking escorts. The T8F Aveng~
er had a crew of three: pilot, gunner and bombardier. She could car-
ry a torpedo in an internal bay or 2,000 pounds of bombs, and she was
armed with a .50=cal. gun in a power-operated turret, a .30-cal. ven-
tral gun behind the bomb bay, and a Pixed .30-cal. gun mounted on the
cowl!s right side., ODimensions and other data:

Wingspan: 5Sgxio" Engine: ¥right R=2600=8 (1700 hp take-

Length: 4o off, 1450 hp at 12,000 ft.)

Height: 16157 Top Speed: 271 mph at 12,000 rt,

(U.S. Naval Institute Collection)







The New York Times, New York, May 16, 1544,

U-Boats Counlte;red |

Nazzs Mass Them Off Westem Europe
»—-Our ‘Baby Flat-Tops’ Prove an Answer

-

LONDON, May,15—The Ger-
mans have ;Jost another round in
the' Battle :of the Atlantic, The
enemy's submarines, nognewhat
fewer in number than a year ago,
are still cruising the Atlantic, but
the' U-boat blockade that once
threatened the United Nations has
been broken.

..Bince the turn of the tide in the
war at sea a year ago, the Ger-
mans have been uneble to over.
coms the tactical, technical and
quantitative |advantages that the
All!eu estnbllnhed then.

Slnlflngl by U-boata continue—
and: poasibly will until 'the war
ends. The operations of the Nazi
undersea craft force the Allles to
earmark a tremendous naval ton-
nage and great alr fleet that other-
wise could be used for offensive
purposes, for the defense of vital
pea arteries,

The enemy submarine continues
to be a menace. But probably
never agaln in this war will the
black days of 1942, when shipping
wae being sunk far faster t.ha? we
could build it, be repeated.

The Germans satill have In com-
miasion several hundred subma-
rines and they are building new
onea at a rale of perhaps more
than ten a month. Many new U-
boats undergoing their trial runs
and ‘shaking down" their crews
have been observed In the Baltic.
But the Germsns. apparently are
finding it increasingly difficult to
man the craft. The quality of U-
boat commanders and crews has
deteriorated; and in some recent
months U-boats have been sunk
faster than they could be bulilt.
Many others have been damaged
angd after limping home have had
to be iaid up for long periods of
repni—

lel-Japnnou Cooperntlon

The atrengthened Allied defenses
in the Atlantic shipping lanes have
forced the enemy to new oceans.}

By HANSON W,
By Wirsiess to THs Nexw Fomx Tiuxs’

'tended their depredations- north-

ALDWIN

Some time ago German submarines
operated around the Cape of Good
Hope and gradualty they have ex-

ward in the Indian Ocean.

A ‘humber of U-boets are now
operating In that ocean in coopera-
tion *aith ‘Japanese submarines.
They are 'probably based on Pen-
ang, Malaya. At least:ong Japaneae
submarine has operated in the At-
lantic—perhapa for ' instructional
of propaganda purposes. -

Today the Nazis apparently are
counting upon  using their sub.
marines and their surface warships
in the defense of western Europe.
Many observers belleve that num-
bers .of U-boats have been with-
drawn to the Bay of Biscay area,
the North: Sea and the: waters off
the Norweglan coast from their
mido¢ean prowling grounds

There {s|istlll a' considerable
number of:Naz! submarines in mid-
Atlantic, Byt their activitles have
been largely neutralized by the de-|
valopmentl ot. radar, the use of the
Azores as'an Allled base and par-

ticularly by the operations jof the
“bal flat-tops,” bullt by the
acorgs in American yards and man-
ned by, -Britaln ‘and the nited|
States, C

e. small, auxiliary aircraft
car era. ‘such, gy -the.one aboard
whidh .this. durrespondent tveied
ritain, have been instrumental
eeping’ the U-boats’ campaign
chedked. These vessels, designated

in several ways. They can
atesm along with convoya, protect-
ing the merchant shlps- wlth their
plarjes’ ngalnst submarine gattack,
With deatroyers they cu{ form
hunter or killer groups that patrol
the |[sea=.and seek out and destroy
Naz! submarines, or they pan be
used to ferry aircraft to Britain.

he “Baby Fat-Top’s"
ed in the latter capac iy the

"baby flat-tops” have a larger air-
craft capacity than any cargo ship




nker, The one aboard which
this|correspondent was a passenger
carried scores of planes——Mugstangs,
Hellcats, Avengers, Thun erbolts
and Vengennces

The “baby flat-top" s really a
mass-production ship. Eefaore the
war|is over probably well over 100
hese - ships will. have been
d out by Amerlqan yardg,

machinery and with hangar and
t decks, tbe island supe struc-

ircraft carrier superimposed.
Except for the first vessels of
he iclasy, such as the Lohg Is-

Gilberts and the Marshall

As| assault carriers, equipped

phibipus operation. .
Despite early ' skepticlani the
flat-top” |hes proved 'its
In action. It is a type that
be heard from in increasing
ure as more and more ¢f the
shipsiare commissioned. = |




ACTION REPORT

USS CORRY DD 463

SERIAL 012 27 MARCH 1944

ANT1=SUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP . REPORT OF.

FORWARDS ASW-1 FORM REPORT = COVERS ACTION
WHILE ON PATROL - A UNIT OF TASK GROUP 21 16,
WHICH RESULTED IN THE DESTRUCTION OF U=801 =
LAT.1640N, LONG.30-29W
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DI63/A16=3 U S BoSORRY (463) )< ke L 01651
(012) NEW YORK, N. Y. { ._h‘!‘
I]EELASSIHEB o

From: The Comzamcing Officer.
To: ‘The Cormrancer in Chief, U, S. Fleet.
Via: Commarder Task Group 'I"EE:HTI @a POINT SIXT=EN.
Subjectﬁ Action Report of 17 Lerch 1944 - Forwarding of.
Relerence: (a) LentFleet Circuler Letter 13CL-43 (Revised).
Bnclosure: (A) Prose Narrative.

(B) A/S attacik record.

(C) C.I.C. attack record.

(D) DRT plot.

Z) Recordsr traces

() Depth ch=rge pattern. = _

1 In accordance with reference (a), enclnsures T

(&

Advance copy to:

Cominch
ASDevlant
LantAsSUnit

Copy to:
CinClent
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L), (Bi, (C), (D), (E) anad (F) are forwerded herswith,
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&’iﬁﬁ FNTIAL N

Jommander Tesk Jrouwp 21.16 (GO USS 3LOCE ISLinD)

by m
~Ical gt ]
To: The Joxzaznder in Cxisl, United States Zleet.
1. Torwarded.
/—ﬁ +
Te e DUGAZS f i
Caozy zeo:

" Cirnglrrnst






ENCLOSURE A O NT TR g

Sty pdioanily. §

(NOTE) All times in this Tuport ara~GaC.T.'and all bearings
are true. Times in enclosures ¢ and D, are 5 irinutes sldw,

Planes from U,S.S. BLOCK ISLAND mde contact with the sub-
marins about 1820, 16 Maroh 1944, about 85 miles from the Task
Group, The CORRY at once set out at 28 1/2 knots on course 208,
At 1923, the Carrler reported the submarine to bear 193 from
the CORﬁY, 66 miles away and the CORRY changed ooirse zo 193 at
1924, At 2129, the ship wes informsd by TBL from CTG 21,14 that
the best estimated position of the submarine was five miles south
of her original position, On arrival at this point the CORRY
attempted by means of her S0 radar to rendezvous with the pldne,
whioh was still in the vioinity, but. she was unable to do so,

She therefosb headed téward the submarine's last estimated pog-
ition et 16" 457 N; 30° 03' W, On arriving there, the OORRY
slowed to 16 knots, and at 2315, began a regular sound ' searoch,
using Plen 2, F T 12 219, with modifications to acoount for her
slightly hlgher speed quring the search, (It was considered

that the last good estimato of the submmrines position was two
hours old,) 0025 Radar conteot interruptsd the searoh., The

pips resembled those of sea return, but they were pronounged, and
since the sea, moreover, was almos£ glagsy, they were invest{gated.
Nothing wes found, but later tracking of the submarine indicates
that possibdly she had attempted to surfaoe at this point., Further-
more, survivors remarked that every time they tried to come up
they found either a ship or plane almost on top of them,

This searoch was abandoned as doubtful at 0044 and an
attempt was made to contlnus the FTP 219 plan by léngthening each
leg of the plot to oounterbalsnce the loss of time,

At 0305, U,S,3. BLOCK ISLAND reported higsh frcquency
radio transmlssions, and the CORRY changed coursge to 205 to in-
vesgigate. Shortly thereafter she mde radar oontact bearing
195”7, distance 6800 yards., This was found to be two radar decoy
balloons, and on orders from the oarrier, the CORRY shot them
down. Shortly efterwards, one of the plames reported visual con-
tact with the submerine. The OORRY's SO rader picked up tho
plane 21 miles distant bearing 295°T, The destroyer turned west,
and at 0526 on oourse 270, reaohed the spot indicated., The plane
had dropped flares and sono buoys, end the CCRRY begern & box
search around this point: At 0805 the CORRY was jolned by the
U,5.3. BRONSTEIN (DE189), whioh took position 2500 yesrds on the
CORRY's port beam, At 1013, the CORRY sighted an oil slick and
headed for it, A plane came over 1t end at 1025 stated 1t had
dropped smoke floats for 1ts entire length and requested that the
CORRY follow 1t, The BRONSTEIN was now 2000 yards to port. At
10L1 the plane stated that the o1l was bubbling near one of the
smoke floats. Both ships came lert 10°, At 1042 the CORRY and
BRONSTEIN made sound contaot simultaneously, the CORRY reponting
a bearinzg of 310 snd a renge of 1600 yards, The flrst echo was
waks, but 1t led qulckly to e solld echo with a olosing doppler,
At this point the BRONSTEIN went in to attack, and to avold inter-
ference, the CORRY ceased plnglng, After several runs. the



BRONSTEIN lost contact, and the CORRY began pincing at 1430, At
1145 contact. was made a8t 1700 yards, bearins 065, The echo was
high, the range rate of 12 knots was greater than ship's speed

(10 knota), and bearing movement was moderately fast to the right,
Contaoct was lost et 650 yards, but twenty seoonds later, at 1149
the fathometer showed & roedin-~ of LO fathoms, and e very deep
pattern of ten oharges was dropped immediately, The sh'p was some-
what left of tarret bearin~, and, moreover, sinoce it was impossible
to chanre the depth charre settings, the submrine was

undame ged on this un. - 1Bt

At 1158 contaot wes regained bearing 130, range 1150, The
echo was low, The CORRY came left, but conteot was lost et 1050
yards, whereupon the ship backed down on both englnes, and for
the reminder of the atteck prooesded toward the submarine at
verying spseds not exczeding 5 knots,
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Contact was rogainod within 30 soconds, hrwravor, and tho
boarings showod movomont to tho right, tho obho roucining low,
and tho rooordor traocos giving ovidenoo of a quarter attaok, At
1202 contaot was lost at €56f yards., At this timo tho rango roto
was 4, but this was undopondoblo, owing to tho changos in own
speod. A vory doop l0-chargo pattorn was sot but not droppod,

At 1215 good ochoos oamo in from 1700 yards on baaring
040, Thoso woro followod in to-606- yards bafors oontact was
lost et 1219, Tho CORRY's attaok spood is uncertain, )

Owing to tho rolativoly low rango rcto and the rango of
lost oontcot, it was nooossary to assumo a firing rango rato and
to monipulata the plottor bar of the rocordor by adjusting ita
horizontal and vortioal axes in proper proportion to maoka it
extond to tho tracos, This was done with Troasonablo anoouraocy,
btut irrogularitios in ship's spo2d again mndo tho range rate
undopondabls, 4 deop patturn was droppod at 1222 without diu-
oovorabls esonsoquonoa,

Contact was rogainod at 1224 boaring 215 at -900 yards, Th.
range was oponsd to I386- yards amd at 1226, as the CORRY proparad
to ocomo right in tho dircotion of tho oontact, & parisoopa wus
roportod on tho starboard boam, Tho bridgo at onoo ordorod that
ehergos bo dropped., It wos shortly afturwards deeidod that tho
porisoopo roport was orronafous, and tho ordur to drop was rus-
oindod, 81x ochargoa howovor, woro already in tho wator. Contaol
wag again made At 1231, Tho CORRY continucd to ocomo right,
following tho boaring movomont, This tima contoot wos retained
untll tho oohoos, both audiblo and visuel, could no longor be
distinguishod from tho outgolng signal, As it boouw. ovident
that tho targot wns nat doop, sucoussivo ordors waro glivon to
ochango tho ohargu sottings from doep to modium vo shallow, The
rooordor traoos, howovor, whioh at first showod promisc of do-
voloping into solid traocos, widunod and booamo confused aftor
666 yards, and nc pattora was droppod, At 1235 the fathomotor
gavo o meomentary roading of 15 fathoms, Contaot was not immode-
iatoly rogainod,

At 1252 a good ooho was pickod up buaring 015 at 2300 yare
Tho ERONSTEIN, which hcd made sound oontalét at 1251 and wos pro-
paring to takoc ovor tho attaok, was discovorod to be on tho samo
boaring, and tho brildgo ordored that plnging bo stoppud. At this
peint, C.I.C. oanliod to tho bridgo that tho BRONSTEIN was farthor
away thar—#38¢ yords, Pinging was immodiotouly rosumod,

At 1254 as tho CORRY hoaded approximatoly north, good
oochoos woro obtained on boaring 025, distant 1906 yards, The
targot passod down the starboard side bofore tho ship hoaded
toward 1%, tho rongo, in oconsoquonoe, oclosing slightly, thon
opcning At 1303, With the targot boaring about 090, range approx;
matoly 3659, th& OORRY turned right at varying spoeds, gonorally
woll undor & knots,



The subme.rine ebout this timo apparontly executed a 90°
turn to the loft, to oross nheoad of :tho attaoking ship at right
tnglas, and may have fishtalled in doing so. As the rango olosed
tho attack dovoloped into a quarter chass, duo to tho destroyar's
low spoed., Tho DRT plot indicates that the submarina was making
at least 6 knots during the last stages of the run. Dopplor was
low, rango rato nlmost non-oxistunt, and tho tracos wora those

of a quartor attack, Targot anglo was estimated to be about 200,
A doop pdttorn was orderod,

. Tho rocorler tracos faded out at €06- yprds, and tho sound
offioor, roalizing that tho rooordor firing timo would bo in wido
orror bocausc of his ship's cltoration of spoocd during tho run,
ocollod on C,I.C. to furnlish firing tim~ from tho DRT traock,
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A doup pattorn was drappad at 1314. Tho Uas 3log ct this
instant indicatod that tho CORRY had ovarshot, tut, by gond
fortuno, tho submarino mande an avasiva right turn dircotly into
tho chargos, Contzet wos rogatned two minutes latar bearing zbout
150, ranzo 666, As tho CORRY camo slightly right to uring it on
tho quartor, tha cthoes fodad out at a rangae of 3258, boearing
148.. A momont lator, tho lookouts reportad tho subacrins surfocing

doop on tho starboard quartJr.

Tho U-Boat's crow seoramblod ovar tho side with no apparent
attempt to mad tho guas, and tlhay woro loft wall astarn as tho
submarino's momontum earriod hur beyond thua point of surfacing.
Tho CORRY's fivo-inch guns opamad firs and achiovad ¢ pumber of
diroct hits on tho conning tower end hull.

Tho submarirc, howowvar; was alraady slightly down by tha
stcrn., Whon she brokc surfmzco, hor bow protrudod at an unusually
stoop anglo abovo tho wator, and was visiblo som suconds boforo
the conning towor cppecarod, Sho novor complotoly lovalod off.

Tho CCHRRY closod in, riring with all gums, The U-Boat's
stern began to sattla, It ins decidod to finish hor off by ramming,
but as tho CORRY hoecdod toward hor, tho submarine's storn disappearad
and hor prow roso rapidly out of the wator. Sha sank at a sharp
anglo scveral soconds lotor, at 1324, aftor which tho CORRY and tho
BRONSTZIN procoodod to pick up swrvivors, of which thaors waro 47.

Circumstancas indicated that tho submoarins hdd sufforod mo
vital injury prior to the last rum, but that tho final pattaera had
producod such sorious damngo that hor captain docided to surface
and 2bandon her. It is thought highly improbable thcot sho could
hava romainad afloat long, ovon had sho oscapod dammge from surfaco
firo, This conclusion wns supportod by stataments of tho survivors.,






~—CONFIDENTT AL U.S.9. CORRY (DDL62)
L7 Marer 1944,
ADLEND 10 EMNCTOSUEE A

Sommanding Officer's and Gunnery Officor's Report of Depth Clarge

A U. Mg .

I. Narrative.
fter conduotirn an all night long box search for the sub-
marine the CORRY while on the nTrthern perimeter of searoh was
oined by the U.S.8. BRONSTEIN (DE189).” At about 1041, a ,B;L{lpx
LAND plane guided both vessels toward fresh oll appearing o
the surface, ZFrior to this time the BRONSTEIN hed. bsen pleced
on port beam of CORRY in order to sweep down the oll sliok path.

At 1042, both vessols made sound contaot ahead fimultaneously.
Thn,BRONSTEiN was directed by Commanding Officer, CORRY 4o attack
Tirst_becasus his contaoct was announosd by TB3 before CORRY'g,

T ho BRONSTEIN firod two hodgehog patterns with no resulting ex-
B&gsions and then shifted to depth oharges, dropping one pattern,

ing this time CORRY was romaining in vieinity without pinging,
waiting to take over the attaok:

At about 1125 tho BRONSTEIN, having not had contaoct for awhilo,
was direoted to cloar for the CbRRY, who dommencod soarohing at
1130, During tho noxt two hours tho CORRY attacked tho submarino
wlth four depth oharge patterns, each containing sewal 600%
charges in eddition to tho 300#. Very slow speeds ware usad in
ordor to ocontinuelly eling to contact. At 1314 the final depth
ohargs attack was made which turnod out to be & humdinger acoording
to the submarine orew, partioularly those with tho broken ocar
drums, In discussion leter thoy maintained thoy oouldn't stand it
any longor,

At about 1319 tho submarine surfaced wsll aft on tho starboard
quartor, It had boon brought on the quarter aftor th: last attack
Tor purposos of rogalning sound contact for next depth chargo
attack, Ripht full ruddor was given and tho gonoral alarm soundod,
Firing was Immodietoly commoncoed whilo in initial part of turn to
tho right., The starboard wing of tho bridgo was tamporarily
untonablo until tho ship bhed accomplishod pert of the turn,

Optioal rangos end automatlio lovol woro used with initiel
targot rango 2200 yards, targot speod 8, targot angle 2500,. Own
ship's speod was bullding up to 28 knots, Tho after guns did 1littl
firing prinolpally for tho roasons that the aftor battory was un-
maskod whilo not mannod and upon boing mennod was meskoed about half
tho timo, GCuns #1 and #2, tho roady guns, porformod sufficiont
oxoeution to ocomponsante for the wholo battory. Tho submarino was
holod innumorablo timos, oaoch occasion being donotod by & dull
rod glow as a projoctilo ontorod tho hull, Tho olimatioal hit
bolng ono sholl which hit tho baso of tho conning tower, blowing
tho works to bits,

As tho rango was closod end tharo was no indioation of submorg-
onco of submerinc proparations woro mado to ram, Word was passecd
"stand by to ram",  Enginos woro stopped and back ono third was



rung up. Howover, tho abovo was quito unnocossary bocause &t
about rango 300 tho sub was obsarved to suddonly go down by tho

storn and up by tho bow, sinking from sight storn first in a noarl;
vortical position,

Tho wator was covorod with survivors who were pilckod up. The
t otal L7,

IT Data.

1. 5"/38 cal, Battaory.

Ammunition: 5"/38 A AC Mk, 35, Mod, 6,
{(a}) Gun #1
Maximum firing timsc: 3-1/2 minutos,

Rounds firod: 43 rounds,
Cesunltlos: Nono,




-CONFIEENE A U.S8.3, CORRY (DD463)

fage 2
II Data (Cont'd)

(b) Gun ;2
Maximum posoible firing time: 3-1/2 minutos.
Rounds fired:s 36 rounds,
Casualties: MNone,

(o) Gun #3
Naximum possible firing time: * 2 minutes
Rounds fired: 1 round, -
Casualties: lione,

(d) oun A
gaxigum fossible firing time: * 2 minutes,
ounds fired: 9 frounds
Ospualtles: lonse, '

* Time from the order to commence firing to the 1limi ting stop
bearingsa,

2, LOmm Battery,

Ammunition: 4LOmm A.P.

(e} Starboard Mount,
Maximum possible firing time: 2-1/2 minutes,

Rounds fired: 90 rounds.
Casuslties; (1) mporary losa of power in train because

of bersonnel error, (2) Personnel deafened and burned
by blast from 5" gun /3, temporarily interupting fire
end requiring replecement of trainer and right first
lOadeI‘.

3. 20mm Battery.
Amnunition: 20mm ¥H,E,T, end K.:,I,

(a) #0, 1, 3, and 5 20mm mounts,
Maximum possible firing time: 2-1/2 minutes,
Rounds fired: 184 rounds,
Casualties: lonc,

IIT Effoctivencss of Fire,

() 5"/38 cal, gun fire was hizhly effective with from eight
to ton diroet hits on the submarine being porsonclly obsorved by
the Gunnory Officer, Tho remainder of the sholls fell in an ares
nover observed to oxoved 100 yards in longth or 15 yarda in width;
no spots in rangoe or ¢oflootion boing nooossary at any time, The
tostruotive powor of tho 5%/38 cal, shells was gratifying to all
obsorvors, throwlng dobris high into the air with eveory hit. Tho
entire aftor part of tho conning towor appoared to havo boen
whittlod away, and tho afteor dook gun was roportod as shoared off
by tho burats, As tho submarine bogan to sink by the storn, and
Tirv wes shiftod to the bow, a gaping hole in tho bow, asbout throo
fevet long, was oloarly soon by all obsorvors,

Whothor or not the submarine wes sunk by guurire, or was
alroady sinking from dopth chargus, is a mattor of conJjocture, in
Bo far as tho orow bogan absndoning ship as soon as sho had sur-
facod, Thdro 1s 1ittle doubt howover, that tho 5"/38 oal, firing
hestuned the submarino's dostruotion mnd sinking,




(b) 40mm firing wes as a whole inoffoctivo boocause of tho
tomporary loss of powor in treln and bocauso of inturforonoo by
5n/38 gun 43,

(o) 20mm firing wos es e wholo offoctivo egainst any porsonnel
who might have triod to man thoir guns, pertlocularly when tho rango

had oloscd into 1200 yords.,
1cT™: All times ore G,C,T.



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the LEGION OF MERIT to

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER GEORGE DEWEY HOFFMAN
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For except fonally meritorious conduct in the
performance of outstanding service as Command ing
Officer of the U.S5.5. CORRY during a successful ac-
tion against an enemy submarine on 17 March 1944,

"The U.S5.5. CORRY was on an ant isubmar ine
search when contact was made with the enemy. Lieu-
tenant Commander George D. Hoffman immediately de-
veloped the contact and furnished vital informat ion
which assisted his more favorably situated compan-
ion ship in making damaging attacks. Later, acting
in conjunction with the other attacking unit, Lieu~
tenant Commander Hoffman del ivered an extremely ef-
fect ive depth charge attack which forced the dam-
aged submarine to surface. The surfaced submar ine
was then taken under fire by both surface ships
present, with many hits from the U.S5.5. CORRY con-
tributing to the U-boat's final destruction.

"The aggressive and accurate gunfire and depth
charge attacks del ivered by Lieutenant Commander
Hoffman in close cooperation with similar attacks
by a companion ship were in keeping with the high-
est traditions of the United States Naval Service, !

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a draft citation on an index
card filed at the U.S. Naval! Historical
Center.
E. A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 1999






The Cannon-class destroyer escort USS Bronstein (DE—189) teamed up w:th
the Corrz to sink a U-boat off the Cape Verde lIstands on 17 March 194y,

Depth charge attacks forced the sub to surface, and then gunfire by the
U.S. ships sank the German raider. The destroyer escort took aboard 37
survivors who were later transferred to the Corry. The four diesel en-
gines that powered the Bronstein's twin screws, through tandem electric
drives, gave the ship a rated speed of 21 knots. Other characteristics:

Standard displacement: 1,240 tons

Length Overall: 3067
Beam: 3510
Horsepower: 6,000 H.P.

Armament :
Three 3-in./50 dual-purpose quns
One twin 40-mm Bofors gun mount
Eight 20-mm Oerl ikon guns
One triple torpedo tube mount
One Hedgehog forward projector
Two stern depth charge tracks
Eight "KP—=gun side projectors
Official U.8. Navy Photograph
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AL TIUN REPORT

USS BRONSTEIN DE 189

SER1AL 0090 18 MARCH 1944

ACTION REPORT = FORWARDING OF»

COVERS ACTION OF 17 MARCH 1944 BY BRONSTEIN
AND CORRY OPERATING WITH ELOCK ISLAND = RE-
SULTING IN SINKING OF GERMAN SUBMARINE AND
TAKING OF PRISCONERS =~ ACTION IN AZORES-
GIBRALTAR-MOROCCO AREA -
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In reply U. 8. S. BRONSTEIN (DE-189)

refer to:
o Care of Fieet Poat Dffice
?ﬁ’é-gf‘/'ﬁé'3 M New Y.::k, Y
—CONPIEANT AT 18 Maroh 194k.
EXECUTIVE OFFICER REFORT OF 4CTION
Reference: {a) Art. 948, U.S, Navy Regulatioms.
1, At 1042 Z, when initial ocontaot was established,

The Executive Qfficer was in C.I.C. 4 plot of the contaoct was
lmmediately sturted, and the information received from sonar
evaeluated., Constant information as to target ocourse and speed,
und recommended courses was kept flowing to the Conning Stution.
When battle stutions were munned, the remgulur plotting officer
took over, and this officer, in the capacity of Evaluator, at-
tempted to keep the briage informed of the tuoticul aspect of
the situation at all times, This included recommend courses to
Ssteer for regain contuct, und the maneuvering of the vessel to
a re-attack position.

2. At 1312 2 the Zxecutive Officer again manned nis
battle station, as C,I.C, Officer and Evaluator. st the time
of arrival on station & radar contact had been picked up, the
rlotting Orficer had commenced traucking, and the reudy guns hed
upened fire on the surfaced turget. Rudar oontact wus verified
88 a surfaced submarine by the Commanding Officer. >lot in-
dicauted thut the submarine was movipg on course 090°T gt about
five (5) knots, so attention was concentrated on giving advunce
ranges and rela.vive be.rings to gun control.

3. Upon hearing the word from rudar that "rip" was
disappearing, a rinal plot of uis position wus maude, and the
Executlve Officer went to the bridge to survey the situution.

bLe The reporting officer noted thut all guns were
firing acourutely, and numerous pufis of black smoke, appearing
around the conning tower and hull, indicuted hits were being ob-
tained. The submarine was in an awash conaltion, with bow and
conning tower ohly above the surface. st no time dld tuls officer
see the full length of the submarine. Due to the fuct thaut CORAY
was Tiring also, it was difficult to determine how magy hits
were scored by tuis ships 3"/50 battery. The fact thet the sub-
marine wus hit is positively xnown due to the appeuarunce of black
bursts uwingled with a column of water which completely auld the
conning tower from view on several occasions.
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Page Two (2)--IXuCUTIVE OFFICZR KerORT OF .CTION of 18 Murch 1944,
—CONFIDENDEE

At one point, about 30 seconds before the submurine started down,
& particularly large burst wus noted, Yhis burst was sofwuch
larger than any of the others that it excited & spontaneous
cheer from ull personnel topside.

5e The oraer to ceuse firing was given when the
submarine started to sink slowly, aue to tha fact that CORKY
was entering an zrea woich was dangerous gue to this ship's
gunfire,

6. COREY oeused firlng when the submarine was de-
finitely going down, and 1t wus clearly sven to sink clowly,
stern first, until the conning tower diseppeured under the sur-
face. At this point the bow wus still well above water und its
angle with the surface increasing., Finully when the bow wus ot
an angle of about 60° with the surfuce, it sturted to disuppear,
and slowly sunk out of sight.

: 7o At this point survivors were observed ln the water
close to the point or sinking, and this ofticer took caurze of
the survivor detail, und made ready for receciving orisoners.

8, Two metael rescue ladaers and two cnirgo nets,
lushed to the sturboard side of the maln deck, were lowered,
and the ship hove to with the survivors to starboard. rour men,
three of them ermed, were stationed st the nead of ewuch rescue
ladder end net. The unarmed men taorouguly seurched euach man
prior to uis coming inbourd of the lifelines, anu the pecrsonzl
belongings were all pluoced in a box for future inventory. The
prisoners were warched, in groups or three, to the foc's'le,
where they were kept under guurd by ship's personnel stutioned
behind the gun shield. Medlcal attention was given those re-
cuiring it by the Philc LeGORE, who was stationed on the Too's'le
for that purpose, Two seriously injurea men, one suffering a
bad burn and the other badly woubhded by shrapnel, were tuken to
the main battle dressing staution in the wurdroom. Here they were
glven emergency first ald treatment by the sinip's three Foarmucists
lates, and prepared for thelr trunsfer to CORRY. It is to be
noted here that all rharmucist Mates were convinced thut the
burns sufrfered by the arorementioned man were recent-within
the past eight (&) hours.,

It was observed tihat many of the prisioners
suffered longituaipul surrace scrutcines on urms ana legs. These,
it is assumed, were accuired when leaving the esoupe nutch, und,
since no survivors were observed in the wateP during gunfire,
it if further relt that they left the submarine after it staorted

down, having given it up as lost.
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Fage Three (3}--EXECUTIVE OFFICLR REFORT OF ACTION of 18 March 1944

SO

9. . It was noted by this officer that an wstimsted
6 to 8 of the prisoners who came aboard were carefully bandaged
Tfor injuries previously received. It was evident that this
treatment hud not besen sdministered during or after the gunfire,
In the opinion of the Zzecutive Officer, these men were injured
auring previous attucks, und hud been trezted in the submerine
prior to its finel surfucing.

10, A totel of 37 prisoners were takem by this vessel,
one of wiom was an ofiicer. In accordance with previous dlrectives,
the officer and two CrFO's were imedlately segregated from the
enllsted personnel. No attempt was made to converse with the
brisoners, either in Germun or English, except to give orders in
Englisn, However, ome of thls ship's forsce, who understands
German, was detulled to stund close by and listen for all he
could uesr, No comversation wus overheerd, so it was decided
10 Torbid the »risoners to converse with each other.. After
this oruer wus given no wora was sald, except for occasionul
requests r'or cigurettes., The prisoners were glven all the water
and cigurettes they desired.

11, At 1405 Z the transfer of prisoners to CORRY was
commenced, and, by 1440 Z ell prisoners, including the two badly
injured, ied been sent over by small boat to CORRY, without in-
claent., .1l personul belongings were also delivered to CORRY's
bout officer, in order thut they might be kept with the prisoners,

12, The Zxecutive Officer desires, not to commend
any Individual, but rather to commend, as & team, the whole of
C.le.C. personnel, =fach oflicer and man, without a doubt, pertorm-
ed nis assigned duty quietly, efficlently, and delivered all that
was expected of him throughout the submerged and surface attucks,.

y/

L« COE
eutenant, .






The USS Corry (DD-463) (Lt., Cdr. George D. Hoffman, USN) off Norfolk, Virginia, on April 18, 1944, Less
than two months later she was sunk off UTAH Beach, Normandy, on D-Day, June 6th, This aerial view shows
that in addition to her main battery of four 5-inch/38 dual-purpose (air/surface targets) guns the Corry
was armed wilth a quintuple torpedo-tube mount Jocated amidships batween her stacks. The Navy's standard
ship-taunched torpedo In WWI] was 24 feet long and 21 inches in diameter. It carried an B00-ib, warhead
and had a range of 6,000 to 15,000 yards depending on the speed settling used (26}, 33 or 45 knots). Al-
so, the Corry had two twin 40-mm. Bofors gun mounts on the after gun platform, just rforward of her No. 3
5-inch gun. Note the 20-mm. gun tub forward of the bridge added in December 1942. (U.5. Navy Photo)







The 4O-mm Borfors gun fired a two-pound explosive shell with an effective range
of about 2,800 yards. It was primarily an antiaircrart weapon, but destroyers
also used their BO-mm!'s against enemy strongpoints when they provided close-in
gunfire support during landings. The gun crew for a twin mount consisted of a
pointer, a trainer, a gun captain and four loaders {(two for each barreil). The
Bofors was capable of Piring about 160 rounds/barrei/minute, but the number of
rounds actually fired depended on the abil ity of the loaders to provide an un-~
interrupted supply of ammunition. (Orficial U.S. Navy photograph.)
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"Operat ion Neptune" was the code-name for the amphibious land ing phase of
"Operat ion Overlord,” the invasion of Europe. On June 6, 1944, an armada
of 2,727 Allied ships and small craft crossed the English Channel to land
troops on the coast of Normandy, France, about 80 miles south of the Eng-
I ish Channe! port of Portsmouth. The Corry was in her assigned fire Sup-
port station off UTAH Beach when she was mined while maneuver ing to avoid
being hit by enemy shore batteries., Two other destroyers and a destroyer
escort were J/ater sunk by mines off Normandy, but the Corry was the first
U.5., combatant ship fost. She went down near the St. Marcouf Islands ¢ J
shortly after H-hour. (Map from S. E. Morison's history, Vol, XI)







SUPREME HEADQUARTERS

ALLTED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward
which ve have striven these many months. The eyes of

the worid are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-
loving people everywhere march with You. In company with
our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other Fronts, you
will bring about the destruction of the German war machine,
the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples
of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world.

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well
trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight
savagely.

But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the
Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have in-
flicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle,
man-to-man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced

their strength in the air and their capacity to wage war on
the ground. Our Home Fronts have given us an overwhelming
superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at
our disposal great reserves of trained fighting men. The
tide has turned! The free men of the world are marching
together to Victory!

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty
and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than full
Victory!

Good Luck! 2nd let us all beseech the blessing of Almighty
God upon this great and noble undertaking.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

This eve-of-battle message to Allied forces was read over all PA systems
once ships cleared port. Retyped from a replica of the original message,
held by the Imperial War Museum, included in D-Day, by Richard Collier
(New York: Abbeville Publishing Group, 1992).
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
A.pril, 1999






SECRET B
ACTION REPORT

USS CORRY DD 463
NO SERIAL 19 JUNE 1544

ACT ION REPORT AND REPORT OF LOSS OF SHIP, 3UBMISSION
oF. ,

[ASSIGNED TO FIRE SUPPORT UNIT 3, OPERATING]
'IN UTAH AREA OFF ILES ST, MARCOUF , BAIE DE
LA SEINE DURING INVASION OF NORMANDY WITH
TASK UNIT 125.8.3 ON 6 JUNE 1944. STRUCK

MINE AND SANK,

76338

CEEICE OF NAVAL RECORDS AND LIBRARY
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ORIGINAL
U.8.8, CORRY (DDU63)
TOP BECRET /0 FLEET POST OFFICE,

T = - )

DECLASS’HED NEW YORK, NEW YORK. 19 sune 19k

Fromg The Commanding Officer.
To: The Secretary of the Navy. _
Vias (1) {2; gogn)nander Destroyer Diviglon TWENTY, (CTU
(2) gxg gl)amms'mder Crulesr Division SEVEN (CTG
] .
(3) The ?ommander Tagk Forge 125 (Commander Force
UNIT).
(4) The Commander Task Force 122 (Commander Weet-
ern Task Foroe),
(2} The Commender Twelfth Fleet.
(6) The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subject: Actlon Report and Report of Loss of ship; Sub-
migsion of.

Reference: ﬁa) CO CORRY Top Secret desp. 151100B of June 194,

b) Art. 841(3), U.S. Navy Regulations.

Ec) Art. 712, U.8. Navy Regulations.

d) CO CORRY Secret Mallgram to ComNavEu listlnE
known dead and missing #l02300B of June 194%,

(e) CO COBRRY Seeret 1ltr. of 11 June to ComNavEu,
copy to BuM&S, listlng known deed, migsing, and
injured.

1, Supplementing reference {a), the following full re-
port on the actlon and loss of the U.S,S. CORRY (DD463) 1g gub~
mitted as required by referemces (b) and (e).

(a} For operation 4f""WR the CORRY was aseslgned the mission
of a fire support ship of Fire Support Unit THREE 1in station
#3, about 4 000 yards off UTAE beach, approximately 2 miles,
bearing 2805T from the 8t. Marcouf Islanda, coast of France.

H hour, ae will be subsequently referred to, was deeslgnated

as being 0630B, June 6, 1944, "The gpecifically mseigned duties
of this veasel are chronologlcally presented as follows:

(1) To arrive transport area, having escorted convoy U-2B
acrose the English Channel, at about H minus 4 hours. Com-
manding Offlcer U,8.9., FITCHE was escort commander,

(2} To proeeed down boat lane toward Red and Green beaches,
in echelon formation, with U,.8.3. HOBSON (CDD20) and U.S.S.
FITCH at about H minus 2 hours, with view %o preceding
first boat waves toward landings.

{3) To depart boat lane for fire support stetion #3 at H
minue 80 minutes.
DECLASSTFIED - OPHAV INST 53006.30
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DE%S&S[@EDC e U.S.5. CORRY (DDUES)

"""" 19 June 1944

Subject: Actlon Report and Report of Loss of Shipj Submission
of.
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(4) In case of heavy enemy shore battery opposition, be-
tween H minus 2 hours and H minus U0 minutes, signsl "Zebra"
would be sent to bombardment shipg, which would require

CORRY firing on targets 134 and 1H¥A approxipately located be-
tween Montebourg and Fontenay, coast of France,

(5) To arrive gtation #3 at H minus 50 minutes.

{6) To commence direct fire at beamch targets #80, 82, &4,

86, 88, 90, 92, and 94, extending from prospective beachhead,
northwestwards toward Quineville, at H minus %0 minutes,
Rate of fire to be & rounds per minute,

(7) To cease firing at H hour upon receipt Of blmck smoke
rocket signal, meaning "troope have landed, 1ift your fire'.

{8) To fire at targets of opportunity after H hour.

(9) To anawer call fire after landing of shore fire control
party after H plus 210 minutes,

{b) The CORRY carried out all duties as 1%sted in paragraph
(4), (1) to {5) inclueive, except signal ¥Zebra' was not re-
ceived and consequently targets 134 and 14A were not fired upon.
The remainder of the achedule, as presented mbove, was upset in
the following manner:

(1) At H minus 85 minutes the FITCH and this veseel were
fired upon by shore batteries, unloeated, Just prior to de~
parting boat lane to report to our respeative fire support
stations. -

(2) At H minus 70 minutes, while en route to fire support
station #3, at speed of about 3 knots, commenced firing
almost simultaneously with FITCH on shore bagtery flashes on
beach bearing about 260°T from ship's position 2 miles due
weat of 8t. Marcouf Ielands, Fire wee for purpcees of gover-
ing FITCH, which was at this time about 3,000 yerds north of
thies vessel, on oourse of about 010°r, '

(3) At H minus 50 minutes, upon arrival assigned poaltion #3,

etopped and anchored at short etay, as current wes flooding
at 1% knots at this time,

-2 -






U.S.8. CORRY (DDU63)

DEGLASSIEIER rET 16 sune 10kl

Bubject:

Action Report and Report of Loes of Ship; Submission

of.
(4) At ¥ minus 40 minutes, sgilenced shore battery firing
on this vessel after having expended about 110 rounde
5%/38. Visibility poor, sea calm, wind force 1. FITCH
having been fired upon congiderably, had by this time
moved to a position that appesred to be about % miles due
north of $t. Marcouf Islands. The U,S.,S., QUINCY at this
time bore about 070°T, distance about 9,000 yards.

(5) At H minus 30 minutes commenced firing on assigned
beach (10 minutes late), target #80, bearing sbout 218%T,
range about 5200 wgs first target. Fired 12 aslvoe direct
fire using navigational and opticsl ranges. Then shifted
to #82, employing seme procedure,

(6) At about H minus 20 minutes, smoke screens were laid
8o completely by planes that all veseels in force UNIT
appeared to be screened very effectively except the CORRY.
The screen lay to seaward and appeared to extend from the
8t. Marcouf Islands northward for eeveral miles.

(7) Immediately after the laying of the emoke screen, at
about H minus 15 minutes, fire was concentrated on this
veesel. The anchor was lifted from ghort stay and abrupt
masneuvers were commenced to throw off galvog, by giving
ahead flank speed, stop, backing, right full rudder, and
left full rudder, giving due regards to reefs which ex-
tended nearly the entire seaward side,

(8) Rapld continuous fire was commenced on flashes of
nearest battery, whlch was firing in salvo at this vessel,
bearing gbout 2524°T, range sbout 10,000 yards, behind the
town of 8t, Marcouf. The flashes were very prominent but
the battery ltself was unseen and there was no outside ship
epotting avallable. Firing was conducted by sbt=ining true
bearing on flashes and residual smoke, introducing same to
computer snd director, while cosaching director on. Optical
ranging on flashes was attempted. Rapld continuous fire to
seek range. As this vessel drew to the northward, the besr-
ing of the shor®¢ battery decreasged to %#SOT. During this
period thls vessel was being fired upongother batterles also.

(9) At 0633 (H plus 3 minutes) this vessel hit » mine under
the englneerling spaces thst caused the immedilate flooding
of the forwsrd englneroom, the forward firercom snd the
flooding of the aftcr fireroom very shortly thereafter.
This was aeccompanied by the loss of 3ll electric power and
lightirg at the same time.

-3 -






DEQ%%S‘E‘E‘]% e U.5.S. CORRY (DDU63)

______ 19 June 1944

of.
(10) Just previous to hittinc the mine, right full rudder
had been given and 25 knote had been rurng up because of
the proximity of = near migs on the starbosrd side (firing
was to port). When the ship wae mined, as in (3} above,
the CORRY was Just starting a right turn at increasing
epeed. Ag a result of the mining effect, the rudder Jammed
herd right and s hizh speed circle movement commenced,
Hend steering gnt the ship headed towards the eea, but at
0637 511 steam was lost in the after engine room, the only
engineering space not yet flooding.

(11) Boats were lowered for purposes of towing the ship
through shoal wuter towsrds the open sea, 1.e., the fire
support area of the larger ships. General signsl, "Thie
ship needsg help?, was holsted, gs all communications were
out.

(12) At about 0639 word was passed to prepare $o abandon
ghip, as at this time water had reached the main deck,
though the ship was on an even keel but sagzing badly.

(13) At about 0641 gbandon ship wae ordered, for ot this
time the maln dz.l . .z under 2 feet of water and the ship
was broken s.idehips. Abendon ship was csrried out with-
aut confusion and the Commanding Officer was the lzset to
leave the ship. At this time the etacks had leaned to-
gether, the fantsll gnd the bow Had risen but the entire
main deck and most of the midships superstructure were
under water.

(c) Subsecuent hsppenings after abandon ship had been com-
pleted were of the following nature:

(1) The fantall of the CORRY wag hit by s small esliber
projectile, rupturing smoke séreen generator causing
toxic effect on murvivors in the water. The port H0mm
station was 2lcu hit, causing sprarent detonstion of some
Lomo projectiles ot ready atowage,

(2} The two hcur period of immersion was perhsgps the moset
dirfficult of 511 for the survivors, for during this entire
time shells were falllng causing further dead and waunded.
The currents 1. the ares were of such nature ae to render
swirming awey irom the ship very difficult. One raft was

.






DEQ_‘-@%'EIED RET U.5.5. CORRY {DBA63) 19 June 19k

Subject: Actlon Report and Report of Lose of Ship; Submirci-~n
of.

carried in a complete circle agbout the CORRY and upon
paesing the shoreward eide, received a near miass that
caused more caesualtles an hour after the eilnking of that
veseel. Ae a result of the temperature of the water,
54°F, several men died of exposure.

(3) Burvivors were rescued in the time interval of 0830

to 0900 by the FITCH, HOBSON; BUTLER and PT139. An hour
prior to thie the CORRY wgs obgerved to be gettled in

about 6 fathoms of water with only the director, the mast,
top of bridge, and tip of bow visible. The shore batteries
cegsed thelr Iintermlttent firing with the grrival of the
above mentloned vesgelS. The FITCH and HOBSON entered the
survivor area with <1l guns firing at the shore batteries
on one side of thelr respective ehips, while lowering
boats snd cargo nets on their other sides.

(%) At sbout E plus ¥ hours the bulk of the survivars
were treasf-rred tn the U.S.9. BARNETT. At this ¢4ime
the Commanding Officer of the CORRY reperted the loss of
the CORRY to Commander Force UNIT and requested that
securlty measures be instituted ns that vessel had Bunk
in shoal water near the coast of France.

(5) At sbout H plus 6 hours the BARNETT ealled for Port-
land, England, arriving there at gbout 0300B, 7 June 1SLk,

(6) At about 0600B 7 June 1944 the BARNETT departed for
Falmouth, Englsnd, arriving there at about 2000B 7 June.
Survivors at this time were transferred to the U.S5. Naval
Advanced Bace, Falmouth.

(7) At sbout 11008 & June, the CORKRY gurvivors, except-
ing those reuaining gt the U.8. Naval Dlspenenry, Fal-
mouth, entrained for Plymouth, England, arrivinc st the
U.S. Nevel Advenced Base at 1600B & June 194%. During
this perlod the CORRY officerg were sent to Exeter for
outlfltiing and the commanding officer was ordered to
London ond returned to Flymouth shortly thereafter.

(8) At about 2200E 12 June 1944 the CORRY survivors were
transférred to BASE TWO, Roeneath, Scotland. At thigs
loter base the crew was organized into the statuas of g
vessel afl- .., with office gpace and procedure institutaed.
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LED U.S.S. CORRY (DD463)
YCREICT

19 June 108R

Sukject: Actlon Rersrt and Repart of lLose of Shipp; Submiszeion
of,
- Report of serformence and deamace in the varisus de-
partments 1s ae followa:

GUNNERY

(a) Over 400 rounds of 5"/38 cal. projectiles fired, em-
Floying direct fire and optical ranges on tarzets at ranges
verylng from 5 to 10,000 yarde. No machine sun or torpeds

£l

ring. Gune functioned sm3athly. Rate of fire very bigh

when firing rapid continusus fire.

{(t

) Concuseion effec:sa:
(1) All zuns whirped out of train ints stops.

(2) Torpedoes cace partly sut of tubes, three of thex
having hot runs .. t"-es.

{3) Computer face =lasses Jumped up into operatcrs faces.,
Glape 4id not shattar because of previous preparation.
Blde plates of com-uter came off.

(4) Gun mounts and handling rosms deluged with water.

(5) Gun crewe thrown sff feet.

(6) Machine gunners 2t midehirs machine gune end torpeds.
men tkrown frow stations to main deck and overboard,

(7) Machine zun czntrol officer at director base thrown
to degk.,

(8) Control officer in director wounded in back of head
by striking rance finder optical box.

(9) 57/28 mount #1 jumped off roller path, upper hoist
badly distorted.

(1¢) Director Jezmed in train.

(11) Ready service ghells in =11 handling rooms tumbled
from strapped poassisicm.
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7.8.5. COREY (DDUE3)

DEBIASSEERB s = = 19 June 1gitk

o Subject: Actlon Fepnrt and Rerart of loss 2f Ship; Subxiarion

- S M e S S oW ap

ENGINEEETNG

(a) Four boilers on the line., ueinc mein ensine corbtination.
Split plant ozeration t?*au:haut. Varying sreeds wers em-
ployed, froz back full to sheed flank, i.e., 25 knota.

(b) Damece effects.

(1) The forwari flrersom and forwerd encinersom floxled
iomedlately and sizul<aneousgly. For this reasgon it iz be-
lieved that the nline wasg struck in the viecinity of the
bulkhead betwesn these asraces on the gtarboard gide in

the regcicn of the turn of ths bilges. #2 boller was rup-
tured and the resultant eagczpe af atean killed or badly
burned all personnel in this egpace. Steam pressure on
gages in forwerd encinersoz went down immediately. All
elegstric power and lizhtinc lost.

(2) In the after firirooc =nd enginerssa unit, flooding

. wag at lesesr -zi:, thus ziving time fzo- att ennted main-
tainence of the gceed of the sZip. However, the source
of feed water ¢ Laoilers #3 andi #+ was logt through a
combination of the fullowing circucstonces:

a. All electric power and lichting lcet.

b. Suction lins to # mein fead pump in af%er engine-
roon ruptured and by the time suction could be shifted
to #3 malin puzrt the =fter firernom was floosded, as this
later srace flonded in srrroximately three minutes.

Some gpeed was meintalned in the after englinersonm for a
few minutes but in the after» fireroom the personnel were
bugy securing the bollerg tecausge of low water and the
riaing level of sea water in thisg later erace. The after
firerzoo was flooded Tecause of twoe holes 1n the hull,
one located under the torn loose bed plate aof the #2

fire and tllge pusp and the other in the vigcinity of the
feed water taniz B-17. both sn the gtarbtoard side. In
addition, the tV-seed between the forward enginerocom and
the after fir" 202 wds Jrh:zred in cocveral pleceg csusing
an entry of water froz the ragidly filling forverd engine~
raom.
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DEC%E_‘H@G S U.S.S, COREY (DD463) 19 June 194

- Subject: Agtion Report and Report of Lose of Ship; Submigsion
o -

(c) Concussion effects:

(1) All gratings and floor plates, although securely
screwed 1n place, flew up.

(2) Main generators tripped out.

(3) Fire control switchboard in plot arced badly.

(4) Mein cyro Jumped out of gimbals and fell %o deck,
striking man in plot.

(S) Cables to fire control ewitchboard severed and hanging
in gtrands, knife and rotary switches flew off,

BULL AND DAMAGE CONTROL

(a) Condition ABLE was set through the ship and general
quarters throughout perlod covered by this report. All wing
fuel oll tanks were full of oll. Approximately 90% of fuel
0il capaclty on board at time of sinking., Full load dia-
pPlacement of the ship upon hitting the mine estimated to be
2500 tons. Thie is based upon the following spproximat ons:

(1) Fuel 90% of capacity.
(2) Ammunition, 5"/38 - 85%; M., - 100%.
(3) Water tanks filled,
(4) Well stocked with commissary and ship's service stores.
(5) 8tores and epare parts nearly 100%.

(L) Demage effecta:
(1) Mein deck split open wldth of ship at frame 100,
Flasure wae about one foot, The severed edges of mein
deck slanted downward, because of rising of bow and etern.
One edge lower than other by eeveral inches, The hull
et frame 100 on port and starboard glde was obaerved to

be also split. It 1s believed that this split extenied
down to the keel and that the keal was severed, It im
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U.2.8. CORRY (DD463)

. DECEQ%S“FEBE RET 19 June 194l

Sublecty Actlon Report and Report of lLoss of Ship; gubmission
of.

further believed that the main deck supersgtructure wasg
the only strencth member keeping ship ends together
during ainking.

(2) Fresh water B-15 located in after fireroom ruptured.
It 18 believed that the hull also ruptured at this point.

{3) Port bulkhesd of #3 magazine compartment, C-303M,
buliged in,

(4) after conning station windscreen ripped up from deck,
pushed back against gyro repeater.

(5) Debris and wreckage pilled over opening of starboard
access hatch to check level in forward firercom.

(€) Port 40mm gun and ready stowage ammunition destroyed
by one shell hit during abanden ship.

(7) Crew's washroom destroyed by one shell hit, entering
port slde of after superstructure during abandon ship,

{8) Bmoke generator on fantall demolished by one shell
hit after abandon ship,

(¢) Concussion effects:
(1) starboard wind of bridge neer #3 20mm gun buckled.
(2) After wing of bridge bulged up in cenfer,
(3} Both stacks leaning toward one snother (sagging effect)

(4) Magnetic compass stand torn loose and navigetor's
chart desk torn to deck, and flag bags torn loose,

{(5) Mast wag bent et level of director and both guy wires
gevered.

(6) Hatech in second pletform leading to A-BOT-N, # mez-
azine Jammed shut by dlstorticn of plating, requiring men
of #2 magazine to go throuch #1 powder room and exit

through #1 megazine.
(7) Lathe in machine shop toppled over.
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U.8.3, CORRY (DDU6E3)

DE%%S?@ 5 EL 19 April 1loud

Subject: Actlon Report and Report of Loags of Ship; Submissloen
0
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(d) After abandon ship the CORRY was observed to be hit
several tlmes by projectliles in the forwsrd and after hull
gsectlone that yet protruded from the water.

RADIO, SOUND AND RADAR

{a) Sound gear waa not in use because of suspected acoustlc
mines as 80 stated in the operation order, HRadio sllence

was meintained, After mine casualty, all powWwer wes lost,

8¢ radar was in use for navigatlon purposes; all other radare
were not required during action and previous thereto, re-
mained silent during approach phase.

(b) Concuseion effectst

(1) Radars in transmitter room leaned towaerd one another
having been torn loose from thelr holding down plates.

(2) PPI scopes smashed; sound gear recorder smashed and
torn loose,

(3) All radlo equipment in mein radio room remeined se-
curely in place, however, all telegraphlc typewrlters
fell to deck.

{¢) Security:

(1) Confidentisl publications dropped overboard in
welghted bags.

{2) Redars in radar transmitter room destroyed by deton-
gtors.,

(3) ECM wheels dropped overboard.
SUPPLY DEPARTMENT AND SHIP'S SERVICE

(a} Two daye previous to D-Day over 500 lonaves of bread had
been baked for purposes of making seandwiches during general
quartere perlods. All preparations were made for the serving
of food and coffee by personnel of the three damage comtrol

parties,
(b) Losses inocurred are of the following nature:

- 10 -






.8.5. CORRY (DD¥6
DECIASSFER sner %% ®F PP ag sune s
Subject: Actlon Rerort and Report of Loss of Ship; Submission

O .
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(1) Disburaing funde in safe in the amount of $40,722.09.
(2) ship'!s gervice funds in eafe apprroximately $850.
(3) Provisions in the amount of appreximately $18,000.

(%) ship's service store stock in the amount of approxi-
rately $1200.

(5) All ghip's equirpage and epares.
(¢) Pay escecounts were ggved,
PERSONNEL

(&) Crew was at general quarters during perisd sovered by
this report.

(b) Filrst injury recelved at =zbout 0630 by man incurring
gshell fragment wounds in left{ ghoulder from near miss on
starboard elde amidships.

(c) Out of & complement of 19 afficers and 265 men the follow-
ing statlstice are presented to indicate the extent of pers-
onnel losges!

(1) Known dead - 0 Officere; & men.

(2) Mieeing - 1 Officer; 15 men,

(3) Injured - 1 0fflcer; 32 men,

(4) Uninjured - 17 Offleers; 212 men,
(d) Performance of all officers and men was creditable.
¥erltorlous aots have been made a matter of reoommendaton
for award by eeparate correspondence,

(e) All ship's records were lost,

NAVIGATION

(a) The gun fire support area agsigned wag somewhat hazerd-
oug because of the reefs and shoal water extending to the
geaward side in the vieclinity of St., Marcouf Islands.
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Subject: Actlion Rerort and Report of loes of Ship; Submission
of,

() By means of 8G radar during the epproach phase and
optical bearings after D minue 1 hour there wae no parti-
culer difflculty in affixing the ship's positicn for navi-
gatlonal and firecsntrsl purposes.

3. Because of the fact that Just prior to H hour, the
ehlp wae being heevily fired upon by shore batterles, emitting
large flashes, 1t wae believed for a2 long time that the cause of
the fatal damage of the ship was a salvo of heavy caliber projl-
ectiles., However, 8s the result of the review of the concuscion
effect throughout the ehlp and the revelation of the fact that
practically every man on the ship was thrown from hils fest re-
gardless of the locatlion of his battle statlion, 1t is now fully
belleved that the major damece wms due %o a mine and that the
shelling received simultaneougly and shortly thereafter resulted
in merely incidental damage,

L, The CORRY sank in about six fathoms of water in
latitude 49° - 30t - 507 N., longitude 01° - 11! - 30" W,, in
vicinlity of St. ¥arcouf Islends in the Bay of the Seine, coast
of France.

Copy to: CinCLant
ComDeelLant
ComDeegRon 10
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FIRE? NDORSEMENT te: DESTROY * DIVISION TWENTY
C® CORRY Top Sacret Llvus. UC.5,5. ndBSON, Tlzgship

(DD463) of 19 Jene 194k, Fleat Posn (@ffice,
DE;:! QSSJEJED New York, N.Y.
‘ 27 dune 194..
Fromsz Command ar Destroyer Division TWENTY.
To: The Secretary of tho Navy.
Tia: {1} Ehg g?mmendar Crulser Division SEVEN (CTG
12 '] a )
(2} The ?ommandor Task Foree 128 (Commander Force
UNIT). -

{3) Tho Commander, Tesk Foree 122 {Commender Wes#w
ern Tesk Force).

Eb) The' Comnecndor Twelfth Flaeet,

5) The Tomaender in Chief, United Stetes Fleet,

Sub jsot: Actlon Report and Ruport of Loss of ship; Sub-
mission of.
1, Forwardod.
2. Until hepy crippling, tha CORRY wszs fought with out-

standing ocourage and devotion to duiy.

. The CORRY arrived promptly and in darkness at thes
divigsion rondozvous in the boat leno at tho cdge of the transport
aree, and tuareafter procoodod down boct laene immediately prusceeding
end in support of tha first wcove, sand thon to cssigned 'fire suppart
statldon in secordonce with plon. Eor firo on the beach defonsos wes
woll controlled and is bulicvod to hova bewn vory accurete, It is
noteworthy that no sustalncd firo wzs uxporionced zfter "H" hour from
tho long string of booch torgots assignod hor. Her own demage was
ceusod by any or all targots 86(minor§? 3(155mm,. ), 13A(105mm.),
lhfs(losml ) ' :

Le It wcs unfortuncto that, following the rupturs of the
8mokKo gonarctor, thce CORRY wos complotoly obsoured for many minutbes
from the dbridge of HOBSON, cad I incglno, from TUSCALOSS. snd other
lorge ships to seawcrd. It was perticularly uafortuncto since all
pawer for comrunicotions wes lost alnost ilnoediatoly. Howsver, da-
spite these handiceps, rascuo sporations procogded: as fast es the
tcetionl situntion pormittod. '

D 4t tlno of initial d-pcge to CORRY, the HOBSCN was
firing et targots 70 and 72 on tho londing booeh ond weas to con-
tinue on thuse targots until "H® hour or whon firo was lifted by
snako signcl om arrival of troops on boach, Tho actlon of the HOBSON
incident to dancge to tho CORRY follows:

0829 Splashas soon noar COHRY,

0633 CORRY hit anidships,

0638 Corm—aneoad firing on targst 86, buliuvod firing on CORRY.

064), shiftod firo bock to torgots 70 end 72, 28 Pirst wave wos
nearing boceh.

3654 CORRY abondoning ship.

(1)
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TINGT aVDURS D3 DESTROVTR DIVICION TWNTY

CH CORRY Top GoCIot GT4 TU.L,S4 0B3ON, Flogship

DD463) of 19 Tunae 1944, 27 Juno 1944,

Subjoot: wetion Roport cnd Raport of loss of ship; sub-
nission of,

--q-------—-------&----a---—-u-—----

0656 Shiftod to target 74 flbnking londing boach, es boach
aroa wasg scturatud by gunfirc cnd bombing,

0785 Torgoet 74 sllont for tho nonent, Shiftod to Target 86.

0709 Shiftod to tcrgut 134, nenaocing CORAY, Multiple firing
on thls targot by FITCH and lcrgo ships under GomTesk-
Foreo 125.8.

0712 shiftod firo to targut 86,

0715 - 0730 During this poriod rzn ct 25 knots to within 500
yords of CORRY, bccked froo, loworod both motor whale-~
boats. :

0719 First wavu lands,

0726 Shiftoed to target 13.i,

0729 CORRY broko onmidships, sinking,

0734 Shiftod to targot 86.

0756 - 0854 shiftod to and firod on torgot 74 (assigned until
"H " plus 90 nin.), hoving rosunod Firo Support Stetion
ONE by radleal monouvoring, turning right toward st.
Morcouf Islcnds and out of swopt ohanncl into shorl

. watoer, :

0854 On ordor took Firo Support Stotion THREE (ex-CORRY).

0930 Rucoverod gig and motor whaloboat, 4ll survivors dow-
livorod to FITCH.

1,00 Quittad Firo Support Aron THRAE oand roturned to thoe
Transport .irod,

bu Tho HOBSW cnd FITCH closed tho CORRY to rolieve har
and assist 1n picking up survivors, By 0725 Roscuc oporations were
woll undorwey, Tho FITCH wos ordoroed by Comiandor Bombardmant Group
(ConTuskForco 125.8) to eovor CORRY by firihg white phosphorous
projoctilaes and furthor crdared by hia to asve up and roliove tho
CORRY. I also orderod PITCH to cove- COR.Y and to‘rescus survivors
¥t nrieticable, The FITCH -ut both boets in watér, Ilred vsffectively
oo tn:b?t:, ané pleked uz most o. th: survivors.

7 Commander Bombardment Group {ComTaskGreup 125.8)
also devoted the fire of QUINCY, TUSCALOOSA, HOBN and FITCH tb
the batteries noted in paragraph which were firilng on the CORRY,
They eveantually ceased fire and, from about 08CO on, this fire.
support position No, 3 was not seriously memaced, From 0854 to 1,00
it was occupied by HOB3OM, which during that period suffersed no
heavy fire,

8 The HOESON and FITCH mede a valiant effort to relieve
the CORRY and rescue survivors, The FITCH took over a good part of
the CORRY's fight, recovered most of the survivors, The HOB3ON cama
to her rellef eariy by firlng on target menacing the CORRY, But
in 90 dolng the HOB30:T was not distracted from her primiary bom-
bardment issions. Phe commandiag officers of the HOBSON and FITCH
are deserving of special credit for their attempted reliefr of ths
COTRY and thelir rescue of gurvivors, Their prompt actlon is respon-
slbls in part for the small loss of lifs.






FIRST HJDOR:EMENT to: DERTLOTE TIVIGICH WWINTY

Op SecTes 1trT. U.3.,2, TWE30T, Ilagehip,
DDLP63) Of 19 June —91 LP- 2'1 slne _LOL-L‘..;
Subject: Action Report and Report of Loss of Ship: sub-
mission of,
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The abandonment was most orderir, The commanding
officer ‘mede an inspection of the ship and found that there was no
one alive remaining on bosrd, He was the last to leave the ship.
The commending officer bv his leadership and efficient action after
the initiel damage is resmonsible‘in a large part for the small
total loss of 1life ( 6 known deed, 16 missing and is deserving of

special credit. .
. i
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Copy to: CinClant, ) .

ComCos Lant,
CamDesRon TEN,






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVY CROSS to

LIEUTENANT ( jg) JORN OLIVER PARROTT
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For extraordinary heroism in combat against
the enemy while serving as First Lieutenant in the
V.5.5, CORARY near St. Vaast, coast of France, on
June 5, 1944,

MAfter the word had been given to abandon
ship, and while the ship was sinking under the gun-
rire of shore batteries, Lieutenant ( junior grade)
Parrott went down into the Fforward firercom of the
ship to rescue a water tender third class trapped
under the grating of the upper level who was swim-
ming in rfuel oil and water. The atmosphere of the
fireroom was rilled with | ive steam. At extreme
risk to his own [ife, Lieutenant ( junior grade)
Parrott went under the grating and pul/led the en-
| isted man to safety.

"The courageous and prompt action displayed on
this occasion reflects great credit upon the United
States naval service.”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a draft citation on an index
card filed at the U.S. Naval Historical
Center.
E. A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 1999






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the BRONZE STAR to

LIEUTENANT ( jg) HOWARD ARNE ANDERSEN, MC,
UNITED STATES NAVY

for services as set forth in the following

CITATION:!

"For heroic service as medical officer attached
to the USS CORRY when that vessel sank as a result
of a mine explosion and German gunf ire during inva-
sion operations in the Bay of the Seine, coast of
France, June 6, 1944,

"Courageous and selfless in the performance of
duty, Lieutenant (j.g.) Andersen remained to the
last aboard the sinking vessel, working desperately
to save the wounded even though the word had been
given to abandon ship.

"Despite the gruelling strain of continuous
shelling from hostile shore batteries during the
subsequent prolonged period in the water, and al-
though suffering from exposure, he carried on val-
iantly for another thirty hours in his steadfast
and tireless ministration to the injured. . ."

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

! As his citation appeared in Howard Andersen's firsthand
account published in the U.S. Navy Memor ial Foundation's
NEFPTUNUS REX: Naval Stories of the Normandy Invasion, Jupe
6, |S4&, edited by Edward F. Prados (1998).

E. &, Wilde, Jr.
May, 2003






May, 2003

Editor’s Note:

The following firsthand accounts by Corry survivors
are courtesy of Commander Grant G. Gull ickson, USN (Ret. ).
For many years "Gully" has urged his shipmates to write
their recollections, and a few years ago he publ/ished, A
Collect ion of Remembrances of WWIl[ by USS Corry DD-463

Shipmates. The four personal accounts Ilve included in my
booklet were selected from his compilation.

Cdr. E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., USNR (Ret., )






Naval Commander Western Task Force.
Western Naval Task Force.

Message from Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force.

The following message from the Supreme Commander Allied Expedition
Force is to be published in morning orders and placed on bulletin boards
of vessels and units attached to this command.

“TO THE SOLDIERS, ATRMEN, SATLORS AND MERCHANT SEAMEN, AND
ALL OTHERS OF THE ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCES:

ONE WEEK AGO THIS MORNING THERE WAS ESTABLISHED THROUGH
YOUR COORDINATE EFFORTS OUR FIRST FOOT HOLD IN NORTHWEST
ERN EUROPE. HIGH AS WAS MY PRE-INVASION CONFIDENCE IN YOUR
COURAGE, SKILL AND EFFECTIVENESS IN WORKING TOGETHER AS A
UNIT, YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS ON THE FIRST SEVEN DAYS OF THIS
CAMPAIGN HAVE EXCEEDED MY BRIGHTEST HOPES. YOU ARE A
TRULY GREAT ALLIED TEAM, A TEAM IN WHICH EACH PART GAINS ITS
GREATEST SATISFACTION IN RENDERING MAXIMUM ASSISTANCE TO
THE ENTIRE BODY, AND IN WHICH EACH INDIVIDUAL MEMBER BE
JUSTIFIABLY CONFIDENT IN ALL OTHERS.

NO MATTER HOW PROLONGED OR BITTER THE STRUGGLE THAT LIES
AHEAD, YOU WILL DO YOUR FULL PART TOWARD THE RESTORATION
OF ALL FRANCE, THE LIBERATION OF ALL EUROPE AND NATIONS

UNDER AXIS DOMINATION, AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE NAZI MILI
TARY MACHINE.

I TRULY CONGRATULATE YOU UPON A BRILLIANTLY SUCCESSFUL BE
GINNING TO THIS GREAT UNDERTAKING. LIBERTY LOVING PEOPLE
EVERYWHERE WOULD TODAY LIKE TO JOIN ME IN SAYING TO YOU:

1AM PROUD OF YOU,

/s/ GENERAL EISENHOWER”

A.G. Kirk.
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Karrative by: Lieutenant Commender George D. Hoffman, U

Film YNo:
Keccorded:

155973 & ¢

Sinking of USS CGCRRY.

Lt. Comdr. Hoffman was skipver ¢f the USS
CCOHHY, one of the first destroyers sunk in the
invasion of Normandy. He briefly reviews the
earlier activities of the CCRRY. The ship hit
&8 mine three minutes after F-hour on 6 June 1944
and so his narrative about the Normendy operation
is rather brief,.

241 Copy Ne. / of three ccpies.
July 11, 1944 Reough Transeript: Beckman, Y 2/c







Narrative by: Lieutenant Commacier Gecrge D. Hoffzman, UM
Sinklng of USS CLREY

Tnis is Lieutenant Commander George D. Hoffman speaking, es commend-
ing officer of the USS COXRY wher she was sunk & June 1944 in tbe Invasion of
Frence, in the Bay of the Seine, in the wvicinity of St. Mercouf Islapda. The
CCHRY wes commissioned on the 18th of December 1941, shortly after our entry
into the war. At that time I wes Gunnery Cfficer om boerd that vessel, TFcr
the first year we Led the duty of escorting the RANGER in & task fcree in ths
Atleptic during which time her mission was that of being cn guard egainst sorties
of any of the Germar Fleet urits fraz Norwegian beses,

We based in Newfcundlerd ard then in the fall of 1943 we were attached
to the Home Fleet, British Home Fleet, during which time we sartied seversl
times with Home Fleet. Cnce when the German fleet raided Spitzbergen end a
leter time to effect relief for the rexaining garriscn et Spitzbergen, at which
time the USS TUSCALCOSA brought in more pereonnel to men the base, tock off the
wounded. The missicn of the CCRRY during this time was to escart units of the
Eritish Fleet and Amsrican Fleet snd irnterpose themsslves between Spitzbergen
acd the German beses,

The missicn was successfully campleted, the base recpened =nd we had
one more job to do before turning hems. It invclved escorting with DesDiv 20,
the EMS ANSON with Vice Admiral, seccnd in commend, British Home Fleet, aboard
to 1ies off the entrance of Alten Fjord while tke first Russien convey went
ocrth of Eeer Island to Murnansk. Twenty-four hours we remeiped cff the entra-
nce to Alten Fjord but the SCHRARKHCRST et that time did not come wt.

The convoy successfully arrived 1n Murrzansk. Our urit returred beck
to Scapa Flow whers we were based. I understand leter thet the SCEARNHORST
saue month or two leter d4id come cut arnd was sunk by the DUsE CF YCRK, this
tine escorted by four British destroyers.

SANE HAZL TU-BCAT

Co the 17th of March 1%44, the CCRHEY, while in e hunter-killer grcup






off the Azcres, sank the U-301 with the assistarce of the LE USS BRONSTEIN at
which vime we tcok 47 priscmers end delivered them later in the day “o the 0SS
BLCCE ISLaKD, Two deys leter, the 12th of March, planes from the BLCCE ISLAND
sepk a German submarine., The CCHRY was dispatched et e distance cf abcut 70
miles tc go cver to piek up survivors of the plene thaet had surk the submerine
erd the surken subzarine. It picked up one surviving officer from tke plane
and two officers and s2ix Germen sailors from the submarins. The CCRRY hed tre
Job to carry the Germen priscrers back to the States. Had them asbosrd for 11
days and during the period we had tkem aboerd we got them £ll feirly well cured
of their wcunda. Most of them were badly wounded from bomb frag-ents. ¥e turn-
ed them cver to the U.S. Army =t Bostan.

The last job for the COXEY wes participatior in the invesion of the
ccast of France, 6 June 1944, Previous to this period, we had escorted & con-
voy across the ctanmel and upon errivel in the area led the first boat waves
down the boet lane in ccmpany with the USS FITCE and HCBSON, this beirng before
"E" bour, We turred off frem the boet lane at about E minus one, end tock our
station at about 4,000 yarde from the beach to fire at salected beach targets.

However, before we left the boat lane we were being fired upcn by
shore batteries, so the FITCE end the CCRHY were about the first ships tc com-
menceé firing for the invasiocn for purposes of self protection. After firing
for 15 to 20 minutes we mansged t¢ silence the battery firirg upon us, and we
cammenced firing at scheduled beach targets. However, fire was resumed by other
batteries and we hed to ceese firing at the selected beach targets in order to
defend curselves. There ensued repid continucus fire by us end rapid fire by
the shore batteries becszuse at this time our forces haed laid & smoke sereen
which pretty well blacked ocut the other units of ours further out to sea, the
heavier cmes, ané we were being concentrated upom.

At 0623, abcut tiree mimutes after the H hour, we hit a nmire, rrcoably
caused by nigh speed meneuvers to dodge the shells in going full speed ebead,
backing full, giving hard rignt rudder, hard left rudder, Ir order to throw off
the selves we probably stirred up en acoustic mine. The ship broka in two.

The fcrward fire rocm, forwerd engine roam and efter fire rcom flooded immediately,
keel was brcken, main deck was severed, causing a large fissures that ercssed the
main deck and ercund through the hull. We tried to get out by callirg for

flenk speed, but all power was lcst end the ship started geoing inm a high speed
circle, because just prior to being hit we hed given right full rudder, increased
sread. However, the szip grsduelly slowed down to a stop. we put the bosts over
for the purpose of tcwing us cleer of the area So we wouldr't drift ashore inte
enemy neld territory.

Shortly after the bcasts were over, why, the water was up cover the main

deck and gave word t¢ precare tc abandon ship. A ccuple of mimites later it be-
came obvicus that the ship was going down very rfest. I geve the word to ebandcn
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ship and then we got all the men cver and, then, I stepped off into the weter
from the main deck end all this tize, the ship was being rather heavily shelled,
in fact, probably the majority of the casuglties occurrsd in the water for as
late as er hour and a helf efter the ship hed been sunk, the batteries contimed
tc shell the men in the water.

We were picked up after sinking about two hours by the TSS FITCE ani £(E~
SC¥ and PT 199, plus apother destroyer by the name of BUTLER.

We believe tnis subsesyuent shelling of the men in the water was dus to the
fact that the Germans did not bel ieve they nad sunk the ship, The water wes very
shellow and the bow apé stern were still sticking up. These batteries were well
inlend; the best estimate would be behind the town of St. Marcouf, France, and
it probably took time for the German spotters to get the word beck that the ship
hed been sunk, and that no possible further offensive moves could be made by the
CCRRY.

Commander Wright:
Captain Hoffman, we would like to know mcre about the submarine irccident.
Comtaender Hoffmen:

The U-801, we'd followed the night befcre under the guidance of ome of the
BLCCK ISLAND's plemes which had strafed it during the afterncen, weunding the
bridge watch. The submarine was rather elusive and we were unable to get sound
comtact, We did pick up rader deccy balcons, destroyed them, but it wasn't until
the next morning thet the planes sgain picked her up end we were joined by tke
BERCNSTEIN, weat down e slick which was well marked by the plane's smoke barbs.

#e got sound contact simultanecusly on her, told the BRCNSTEIN to make the
first attacxk because she mede the first report. She fired three hedge-bog tar-
rages, dropred a pattern and then lost contact ard ther we took gver and we pre-
cesded for the next hour and e half, to two hours tc drop on the submerine and
toward the end we were becoming a little discouraged beceuse thers was no vigsible
effect. Looking back on our starboard querter, almost deed astern, about 2,000
yards, we saw & sub coming up. It was reported first as a whale, so I stepced
out on the wing <f the bridge to see it ani saw that it was e submarine and zave
rizght full rudder, reng up for Z0 knots end came arcund erd commenced firiogz.

Before the ship had gotten around we had the bow guns menned as ready
guns. They fired across the briige wings arnd durircg the approach phagse we fired
about 47 rcunde cut of guz one and 40 cut of gun two apd nit the hull of the
gubmarine severel times, =it ocnce st the base of the cocring tower, blew it
5, #e made en mprroach for s ren, had already stcpped the engines apnd wes
backicg the third to break the fcrward motion cf the ship, passed the word
"stand-by® for a rem" with intention of sliding imto it amt about possibly 10
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or 15 knots but the bow wert up end the stern went down and I then hed the jcb
of picking up the survivers.

First time I hac seen any men, I saw 47 of them &1l gtrung cut in the
water. Before this I hed been unsble to see anybody on the submarine, had no
infermation es to the intentions of the submarine.

Commerder Jright:

Captain Hoffzen, whet was your resction &8 to performence of the Submare
ine crew thet you picked up?

Cannecder Hoffmen:

¥cep we picked them up they seemed rether glad to be picksd Up and were,
for the nost part, very dceile. We herded them up to the forecestle except one
chief petty officer, we had him on the fan teil and hed the two officers of the
subasrine up to the bridge.

They seemed & little stunned at the time, They didn't seem perticulerly
either aggressive cr in e perticularly arpreciative mood either. We only hed
them aboard for a very few hours so we were unsble to further study their re-
actions. However,twc days later when we rescued eizht Germans who had lost
their submarine through a plarpe destroying it, in the course of the 11 days
we had them aboard, why, I believe, we got ttem fairly well Axnericsnized and,

I think, it was probably done throush good treatment that they were just a
little surprised to receive,

The Ceptain of the sutmarine, was orobebly not quite of the sams
type that usual Germen officers are in that he was not at all objectionable
or didn't seem to be = bit ¢f a Nezi and was most appreciative of any kind-
ness shown to him.






List of Officers, 6/6/uy’

HOFFMAN, George Dewey LCDR  USN Command ing OFff icer

VANELLI, Ronald Edward LT USNR Execut ive OFffjicer

STUNZI, Jack Ralph LT jg USNR Gunnery Off icer
**BENSMAN, Norman Richard LT jg USNR Supply Officer

CHECHAMES, Arthur Harry LT jg USNR Engineering Officer

LINOH, Arthur Lloyd LT jg USNR  Communications Officer

NICHOLS, Railph Arthur LT jg USNR  Ass't. Communications

WHEAT, Francis Mitllspaugh LT jg USNR  Ass'!t, Gunnery Officer

PARROTT, John Ol iver LT jg USNR 1st Lieutenant

GARAY, Paul Nicholas LT jg USNR Ass't. Engineering OfF.
PRATT, John Galbraith ENS USNR Torpedo Officer
*ROBERTS, John Taylor ENS USNR Deck Dept. Officer
*BIDOLE, Edward (n) ENS USN Ass't, tst Lieutenant
RUBIN, Morton Susser ENS USNR C.1.C. Officer

TOVSON, Orrin Spencer ENS USNR Deck Dept. Officer
BEEMAN, Robert (n) ENS USNR Deck Dept, Officer
HENSON, Jacob Boyd ENS USNR  Deck Dept. Officer
ANDERSEN, Howard Arne ?;é% USN Med ical Officer

BENNETT, William Sessions ENS USNR  Ass'!t, Supply Officer

!

*x

(sc)
I T T T R O

source: The [ist of officers'! next of kin in the Deck Log
sheets at the National Archives dated 30 April 1944, There may
have been changes prior to June 6th, but the total of those
listed (19) agrees with the officer complement per the action
report of 19 June 1944, The primary duty ass ignments shown are
the best recol/lections of Capt. Edward Biddle, USN (Ret. ),

Lt. Cdr. Ronald E. Vanelli, USNR (Ret.) and Lt. Morton S. Rubin
USNR (Ret. ).

Killed (* Wounded) on 6/6/4k according to the machine-generated
casualty report prepared by BuPers after the war.

E. A. Wiltde, Jr.
May, 2003






U.S.5. Corry (DD=u4s3)

Muster Roll of the Crew, 6/6/uu!

*AMBURGEY, Wwallace Edwin
*AUSTIN, Claude Eugene, Jr,
BACHERT, Waiter Arthur
**BAKER, Charles Nelson
BAKER, Huber Eugene

BALL, Frederick Earl
BANUELOS, Domingo (n)
BEADLE, Edward Richard
BEAT, William Lawrence
BEAUDOIN, O/ iver James

**BLAUDRY, Orilien Francis,dJr.

*BECKER, Chalmer William
BEECROFT, Robert John
BENNETT, Arthur Richard

*8ICKHARDT, Roger Joseph
BIRNBAUM, Samuel! (n)
BISSON, Leo Walter

**JORDERIEUX, James Andrew
BOUKNIGHT, Homer Clyde

*B8OYCE, George Alexander
BRANTLEY, Lloyd George

**BRAUNWORTH, William Henry

**BREAULT, Auvergne Stephen

BRESTICKER, Saul (n)

**BREWER, Charles Erastus

BROWN, Ralph Edward

BULWALDA, Edward (n)

CANAVELLO, Benjamin John

CARINO, Albert John

CASHMAN, Raymond Kenneth

CHASTA IN, James K.

**CHOMBOR, John (n)

CHURCH, Luke Edward

*COOPER, William Clark
COSTELLO, Willlam Francis

*CRON, Richard Dwight

*CURRY, James Albert
CURT IS, Banks McNary
CURTRIGHT, Donald Earl
DAVIS, Harry George
DAVIS, Milton Myers

*DEAL, Rufus Avery, Jr.
DEROTA, Ralph (n)

DOAK, Oral Allen

DobDY, John Thomas

*DOEMLING, James Wesley
DRIGGERS, Ernest Palmer
DUFAUCHARD, Lawrence Morris
DUNN, Lawrence Joseph, Jr.

828-44-68
S40-04-16
811-09-60
837-03-41
336-89-87
601-65-33
563-00-57
810-07=40
723-17-17
800-22-47
824-94-36
800-22-32
245-60-30
868-21-84
810-06-03
809~99-31
667-17-28
2Ul-48-84
575~13-ky
812-48-96
611-27-82
811-35-68
305-39-97
64651 -86
268-37-13
201-89-14
611-88-66
224-21-55
203-20-83
808-43-34
301~00-87
615-65-50
579-04=65
377-68-32
202-48-79
800-66-17
575-11-83
262-94-19
851-71-93
321-08~21
258-37-68
262-23-80
203-15-25
258-24-97
710-89-78
602-31-50
552-10-11
645-41-73
EU7~11-k7

S2¢
WTic
MM3c
StM2e
GMI ¢
F2e
SM3c
STc
RTZ¢c
S2¢c
SZ2c
Ste
Ste
SoM3¢c
wWT3c
Ste
S2¢c
w¥T3c
SC2c
FPe
RM3c
Sec
TMZe
CPhM
CMM
RM3c
FC3c
RM1 ¢
PhMZ e
F2e
S2¢
S2c
Fle
Ste
Ste
Sle
SC2¢
SoMPe
Ste
GM2c
Ste
CEM
CM3c
Emlc
RdM3c
S2c¢
SoMZe
Ck3c
T™M2Ze






¥EPRIGHT, Ear! Robert
ESHEE, Elwood James
EVANS, Chartes Dallas

FARRINGTON, William Patrick

FEINSILVER, Max (n)
FELTON, Robert Eugene
FENGEL, Marvin Vergil
FENNIE, Thomas Nelson
FERGUSON, James Bernard
FETCHIK, Will iam Edward

FIERRO, George Nicholas, Jr.
**f IGURA, Steven Vincent, Jr.

FINCH, William (n)
FIORDELISI, Peter Joseph
FIORI, Gregory Vincent
FITZGERALD, Edward (n)
FLANAGAN, Joseph Peter
FLYNN, Raymond John
*¥*£0GG, Dana Earle

FONFARA, Ralph Laverne
FORTEK, Chester (n)

FOX, Harold Edgar
FREEMAN, Paul Frederick
*FRUEHAUF, Lawrence Walter

*FURRY, Robert Lee

*%GEARHART, James E.
GEQRGE, Sam Richard
GLENN, Obion Menry
*GLISSON, Bennie Walter
GOLDA, Alfred Francis
GOLDEN, Curtis (n)
GROOT, Thomas LaGrande
GULLICKSON, Grant Gerhard
HANSON, Lawrence Car!
HARDY, Lester Lee

HARKER, George Gunson, Jr.

*HAYES, Ralph Edward
HMENRIQUES, Albert Ernest
HEROLD, Chariles (n)
HESS ION, Gerard Michael

*HEWKO, Ben (n)

*HEYDEN, Oscar Raymond
HIGG INS, Thomas John
HILDRETH, Judson David
HITCHCOCK, Frank Birdsall
HOFF, Donald Warren

*HOLLAND, Elbert Ear/
HOLLORAN, Thomas Edward
HORROCKS, George Thomas
HOUSE, Robert Joseph
HOWARD, Everett Dale

U.5.5. Corry (DD=463); Muster Roll, 6/6/4k4
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650-52~10
644=-03-72
755-52~=14
811-01 =48
810-87-06
822=05=40
669-88-29
805-61=33
823-64-55
822-05-12
825-12-47
820-84 =47
CU43~21~70
CU7 =l =l &
811=-56-10
2254160
820-86=-21
603=-57-23
805-60-63
300-29-12
245-71-92
822«~10-21
820~71-65
622-92~15
658~60~15
552-60-04
614=51=25
753-05-06
268-87=~70
603-63=-03
268=72=-14
311-34-68
328-62-34
724-62~-60
637-69~32
CUL-04-91
636-84-20
203=53-15
907 =-20~82
706=-53~15
651 =02~96
311~26-32
706-55~89
807 =01 -49
706=53-17
758=-73=~14
604=~04~-67
579-10-37
205=62-32
907 ~19-11
604=06-87

GM3c
MM2 ¢
Flc
S52¢
Ste
Ste
GM3c
F2c
Ste
Ste
Bkr3c
S2¢
Stc
EM3c
SZ2c
S2¢c
Fle

B2¢
SF1c
S2¢
Y3c
S2¢
FZe
TM3c
SZ2¢c
Stc
StM1 e
Ste
MMZ e
wTize
BMtc
CMM
Ftlc
MM2c
MMt o
TM3c
S2¢
SZce
St1ce
Ste
AM1 o
@M3c
SZ2¢c
Cox
FZe
GM=Zc
S2¢
S2c
S2ec
@M1 c






HOYT, Moroni Alfred
*HUDSON, Charles Weldon
¥HUGAL, Francis John
HULME, James Francis
IMPERATCO, Anthony John

*IPPOLITO, Louis William

JAN ISH, Joseph John
JAYICH, Mathew (n)
*JENSEN, Robert James
¥JONES, Arthur (n)
JONES, Francis Raymond
KEYLON, Owen Anderson
KIANOS, Bfll Nick
LACY, Benjamin Pully
LANE, Ralph Allen
LAYMAN, Harry, Jr.

LEIGHT, William Jonathan
LENHOFF, Lawrence Edward

LOGAN, John Patrick
LOVETT, Harold Lioyd
LUKACH, John Jacob
LUCAS, Charles Edward
LYNCH, Edward Charles
“LYNN, Richard Ivan
*McCALL, Arthur Mahone
McCALL, Ray Vernon
*McCARTHY, Paul Joseph
¥ wMcCLYMENT, Richard Earl

*McCONNELL, Wilfred Ellsworth

McCREARY, John Harr ison
*McCUNE, Clyde Paulis
McGRATH, John Joseph
McHUGH, Peter John

*Mc INTIRE, Robert Ross
*McKAY, Ernest Phillip

McKERNON, Francis Matthew

McQUOWN, George Kayne

McSHAFFREY, Charles Edward

MANZONE, Paul Samuel

MATARAZZO, Sandino Joseph

MAURER, Elmer John, Jr.

MEEHAN, Terence William

MELAND, Arnoild (n)
MERRITT, Ernest Lamont
MIETLICKI, John Michael
MILARD, Warren Calvin
MILLER, Robert Fred
MILLER, Walter Aloysius
MILLS, Buford Clay
¥MINNIER, Ellery John

MISENHE IMER, Eugene James

«S.8. Corry (DD-u463); Muster Roll, 6/6/u4uy
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342=47-99
803-68~43
579-10-38
579-08-46
S07-21-84
802-57-85
907 ~-21-86
563-05-81
579=12-74
640-26-81
579-10-40
670-38-26
£285-33-84
265-87-92
291 -66-70
822=-67<15
632=17=ky
612-78-35
205=43-41
651~21=18
820~66-94
575=-30-12
305-46~15
639-25-15
270=-04-99
657-21=57
651 =21-49
244-10-50
653-06~-93
646-78-94
650~-28~67
651-22-36
646-78=96
258-24~-95
606=43-59
650=-45-98
249=97-64
81 0~81-93
642-69-39
606-43-83
652=-21=95
646~77-55
810-87~47
BU3=8U=71
651 -22=37
552-82-94
368=-41-69
647-01=-72
262-94~06
651=-22=-06
657 -54-45

Bkric
S2c
S2¢
S2e
S2¢
S2¢
SZ2¢
Cox
S2c
StMic
S2c
EM3c
Src
AM2¢
MMl &
Ste
Y3e
GM3¢
Sic
SC2¢
Ste
Fire
Ste
Stc
MM ¢
Fle
wT3c
¥T3c
MM1 ¢
RdMzc
FCte
Y2c
AdM2c
T™1e
MM2c
CRT
Ste
Ste
MM2c
W¥Tee
MM1 e
SKi1c
SZ2¢
Stc
SKZ2ce
Ste
CwrT
MM2c
GM2e
FC3c
Ste






SKIFFINGTON, William Francis 761~58-84

WT3c
StMlc
St1e
F2ce
Ste
EM3c
GM3c
StMte
S2¢
wT3c
CM2e
Ste
MM3c
FC3c
MM3c
Ste
wT3e
Fece
WT3c
GM3c
wrece
GM2e
SC3c
RIM3c
wTle
S2¢
Yie
CMM
WT3c
MM1 ¢
Flc
RMZ¢c
SoM2c
Ste
Stec
FC3c

RdM3c
SM2c
EM2c
SM2¢
St1e
St3ce
CwrT
S2¢
MM1 ¢
MM1 ¢
EMPc
SF2c
FC2c¢
SZ2ce
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“xMITCHELL, Nick Pete 575~12~11
*MIZE, Ralph (n) 86421 -37
*MOSKAL, Anthony (n) 611-82-12
MOULDS, James John 708-41~-18
NEALY, Ear! Edison 657-54~54
NEESE, Charles Paul 560=07=92
NELSH, Robert Harvey 600-55-65
NELSON, George Edward 836~55-13
NETTRO, Robert Aaron 51 1=94~55
w*NEWMEYER, John Thomas 623-9U~14
*NEZNIK, Stanley Thomas 639=07-03
NOBBS, Frederick Schilling 811~32-27
OBENOUR, Ralph Lewis 312-05~32
O'DONNELL, Albert Bruce 651-22-08
OVITT, Morris Edward, Jr. 238-88-66
*PADRICK, Oscar Owen 656~78=26
**PAUL, Gerald Frankl!in 723-00-90
*PALAZZI, Nino John 666=-99-16
*PALMER, Otis Thomas 755-68-86
PARKER, Thomas Fredrick 24l-06-07
*PARKS, Selwyn Philip 652-73-38
PARMENT IER, Leonard Francis 608-09=26
FPASCO, William Alfred 614=79=69
PASSANTE, George Robert 652=70-10
PASSEK, Henry (n) 283-32-07
®PELLETIER, Florian Roger 806-94=~37
PERRY, David William 346-80-35
*%PETERSEN, Bernard John 316=78-39
PETERSON, James (n) 706=41 =94
*PETERSON, Lawrence Albert 300~-40-76
PFORR, William John 758=57-60
PIOTROWSKI, Chester John 611=67=19
PIPER, George Eugene 651 =22-20
PLATT, Robert Montgomery 857=14-83
PLOTKIN, Irwin (n) 815-51~-69
PRICE, Cecil Edwin 634-34-87
**RADZ INSK 1, Joseph (n) 224-53-74
REIN, James Ray 570-24=52
REYBURN, Avon Charles 663-11~-83
*RICE, Robert Hich 611-66-23
RICHARDSON, Arvel! Anson 268=-94-40
ROHRBACK, Robert James 245-53-66
ROSSER, Kirkland Alexander 835-24-20
**ROVINSKI, Felix Peter 201 -59=42
RUSSOMANO, Louis Joseph 811-41-16
**SESSIONS, Lewis William 604-05-59
SHEPPARD, William Edwin 283~44-09
SHUTE, Wiltliam Leon 27871=-72
SIMPSON, William Albert EU7=42-20
*SIX, Robert William 612-43-16






SMITH, William Vaughn
SNYDER, Charles Ernest
SNYDER, Harry Harold
SOBRAL, Fernando (n)
SOKOLOWSK I, John Joseph
SOLOSKY, Frank Leoh
**STAMBAUGH, Paul Eugene
STANFIELD, Harold Francis
STOCKTON, Elmer Troy
STORY, Jack Douglas
*STRAPP, John (n)
¥STREPPER, James Charles
STUART, Henry Harman
¥STUMM, Edward Harry
SULLIVAN, John Edward
*SZO0LLOSY, John George
SZYMCZAK, William (n)
TANGA, Louis (n)
THATCHER, Alfred Grahanm
THIRY, Walter Ackerman
*»THOMPSON, Robert Venard
THORNTON, Charles Zell
TODISCO, Daniel (n)
»*TOMCHO, Frank George
*TOUW, wesley (n)
*TRENHOLM, James Albert
*TRYON, Joseph Leslie
TURBEVILLE, Harold Wyl ie
TURNER, Robert Sutton
TURNER, William Thomas
TYLER, LeRoy Andrew
URIS, Stanley Stephen
*VAN GORP, Kenneth Merle
VAUGHAN, William Hyatt
VELLUT1, Bernard
*VENEZ IANO, Rocco Michael
VENO, Robert Edmond
VESTUTI, Emil Joseph
*»WADE, Bernard (n)
WA INWRIGHT, Edward Richard
WALDROP, Durwood Oscar
WALKER, Wwalter LeRoy
WALL, James Leo, Jr.
WALSH, John Patrick, Jr.
WALSH, Lawrence Edward
WARREN, John Joseph
WARWICK, Paul Patrick
WAYLAND, Har!and Nathan
WELLS, Robert Edward
WELSH, Vincent Francis
WENNING, Albert Charles

U.5.8. Corry (DD-k63); Muster Roll, 6/6/uk
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272~74-13
862-91-43
9220924
57914y
712-45-90
907=34-93
650-33-39
611-72~76
295ml =40
279=99-48
474176
650-28-99

224-56~88 -

650-51-67
666-29-69
650=38=-22
647-09-93
813-64=17
665~23-05
864=-86-42
576=12~18
630-21~00
805-51-33
650-86-14
809-69~50
708-93-80
822-99-28
560=-6966
801 =74~07
801-74-25
283-28-87
761=71-19
321-19-37
382-86-17
801-21~81
808-70-23
573=14-18
807-20-17
636-39-45
826~20=~47
274~47-52
808=-70~-24
650-84-54
824-95-40
643-05~53
573-12-43
667-08-40
385-83-08
817-70~18
250m73=10
652~83-54

GM2c
Sz2e
Sz2e
S2ec
S2e
SZ2c
GM2 ¢
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WT2e
EM2e
Sic
Cox
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S2e
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S2c
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*WERNER, Howard John 709-59-85 MMZ2c
WESTERBROOK, Carl! Junious 262-55-43 CARM
WIENBRAUCK, William Albert 862~88-64 SoM3c

*W INCKELMAN, Ted Ear! 612-84-72 M2c
WISHNAFSKI, Stanley Paul BY2 3511 TM3c
wOODBY, Keith mLn 862-21=-86 Ste
wO0DS, Ralph Mark 652-68-23 StMl ¢
¥RIGHT, Charles Ernest 250-86-74 SoM3¢
¥RIGHT, John James 250=31 -49 Cox

*wZEMOLA, Joseph Victor U2 -74=01 Ste

ZIMMERMAN, Hiram Richards 623-94~95 wWT3c

ZUKOSKY, John (n) 6Us6-78-25 MM2c

* %k Xx N X ¥ X N % &

1 Source: The muster rol! for 3/21/44% on microfilm at the National
Archives updated to reflect transfers, men received and changes
in rate reported on Report Of Changes sheets through 6/1/uu.

* Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was sunk off the Normandy
Beachhead on D-Day, 6/6/44, according to a machine-generated ca-
sualty report at the National Archives (RG 24; listed by ship in
the "Battle Books," under "Invasion of Normandy" ) prepared by the
Bureau of Naval Personnel! after the war., ROVINSKI, Felix Peter,
CWT, not included in this report, but is shown as "killed" he-
cause according to the U.,S. Army Personnel Command (FPhone: (703)
325-4053) his body was returned to the States for interment at a
private cemetery in New Jersey.

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement

Killed Wounded wounded on 6/6/u4l
Crficers ) 2 16 19
Eniisted 23 53 189 265
TOTALS 24 55 205 284

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
April, 2003






U.S.5. Corry (DD-463)

KIA's[MIA's when the Ship Was Mined Off
the Normandy Beachhead on 6/6/uk:

KILLED IN ACTION: (10)

S N Note
BORDER IEUX, James Andrew 2uu-48-84  WT3c USNR 1
BREWER, Charles Erastus 268-37=-13 CMM USN 2
MITCHELL, Nick Pete 575=12-11 wT3c USNR 2
PETERSEN, Bernard John 316=78-39 CMM USN 2
ROVINSKI, Fel ix Peter 201 ~-59-42  CNT USN 2
SESSIONS, Lewis William 604~05-59  MMIc USNR 3
THOMPSON, Robert Venard 576-12-18 Ste USNR 3
TOMCHO, Frank George 650=86-~14 Ste USNR 1
WADE, Bernard (n) 636-39-45  MM2c USNR 2
ZEMOLA, Joseph Victor 642-74=01 s2e USNR 3

MISSING IN ACTION: (14) Memorial ized at the Normandy Cemetery,
St. Laurent-sur-Mer, France

BAKER, Charles Nelson 8370341 StM2ce USNR
BEAUDRY, Orilien Francis, Jr. 824-94-36 S2¢ USN

BENSMAN, Norman Richard 160813 Lt.(jg) USNR
BRAUNWORTH, Wwilliam Henry 811-35-68 S2¢ USNR
BREAULT, Auvergne Stephen 305-39-97 TM2c USN

CHOMBOR, John (n) 615-65-50 SZ2c USNR
FIGURA, Steven Vincent, Jr. 820-8u4~47 See USNR
FOGG, Dana Earle 805-60-63 B2c¢ USNR
GEARHART, James E. 552-60-04 S2¢ USNR
McCLYMENT, Richard Earl 244-10-50 ¥T3c USN

NEWMEYER, John Thomas 623-9U-14 WT3c USNR
PAHL, Gerald Frankl in 723-00-%0 ¥T3c USNR
RADZ INSKI, Joseph (n) 2245374 ¥T2c USN

STAMBAUGH, Paul Eugene 650-33-39 GM2e USNR

o N % % N X N N N N K

Notes:
1 “dnterred at:Cambridge Amer ican Cemetery, Cambridge, England:
BORDERIEUX, James Andrew: Plot B, Row 2, Grave 58
TOMCHO, Frank George: Plot D, Row U4, Grave 2t
2 Interred at a private cemetery in the States.
3 Not interred at a military cemetery, so was probably buried
at a private cemetery in the States.
Sourrces:

A A machine~generated casualty report at the National Archives
(Record Group 2u4; | isted by ship in the "Battle Books" under
"Invasion of Normandy"” ) prepared by 3uPers after the war.
Amer ican Battle Monuments Commission's website: www.abmec.gov
The records of the American Battle Monuments Commission, Ar-
/ ington, VA; phone: (703) 696-6900,

Nat ional Archives, College Park, MD: Casualty Assistance
Branch file for 1941-1945, RG 24, Corry folder, 3ox 19,
The U.S. Army Personnel Command; phone: (703) 325-4053,

m © Ow

E. 4. Wilde, Jr.
April, 2003






Pers~5351la~1aB
7 July 1944

FROM COMNAVED
ACTION FD NEN YORK
INFD

DATE

U.8.8, CORRY

17 OFFICERS AND 229 ENLISTED MEN, SURVIVORS OF THE ABOVE NAMED
SHIP, FMBARKED ON THE QUEEN MARY FOR THE COMMANDANT, NEAREST
NAVAL DISTRICT AND THENCE TO NEAREST RECEIVING SHIP.

#QUEEN KARY CORRECTED TO QUEEN FLIZABETH,

LOG $#6975-40

%10G £7019=K-0






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obligation
~ the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to live.”

- Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S.5. Missouri (88-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1945,






The U.S.S. Corry (DD-463) in world war 11

Photograph Credits

Descr ipt ion Source Code/ldent. No.

Historical plate NA 1 9=N=28480

Sponsor, Miss Jean Constance Corry NHC NH55396

Christening, Charleston, S.C., 7/28/41 NHC  NH55398

Port Beam, Charleston, 3/10/42 NA 1 9«-N=-28479

Port bow, under way, 1942 NI Order with photocopy
20-mm Oerl ikon machine gun NA 1 9=-N=31965

USS Block Island (CVE-21), 2/3/44 NA 80-G~-21 5495

T8F=-1 Grumman Avenger torpedo bombsr NI Order with photocopy
USS Bronstein (DE~189), aerial NA 1 9=N=56501

Aerial, port bow, off Norfolk 4/18/44 NA 80-G~229310

Twin 40-mm Bofors gun mount RWP N~65694

% * & X 4 ¥ X x X &

Key to Sources:
NA Nat ional Archives
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001
Still Picture ref.: (301) 713-6625, Ext., 234
(Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)

NHC Naval Historical Center (CUP)
805 Kidder Greese St., SE
Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5060
(202) 433-2765

NI U.S. Naval Institute Photo Service
291 Wood Road
Annapolis, MD 21402
(410) 295~1022; Fax (410) 269=7940

RWP Real War Photos, P.O. Box 728, Hammond, IN 46325

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
March, 2003






The U.S.S. Corry (DD-463) in World war 1]

Bibl iography/Sources

Books:

Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Vol. 2. Mooney,
J. J. Washington: Naval Historical Center, 1963,

Gunner's Mate 2¢, Vol. 2, training manual (NAVPERS 10011=58)
Bureau of Naval Personnel, 15u5,

Adcock, Al, Destroyer Escorts fn action. Carrollton, Texas:
Squadron/Stgnai Publ:catrons, 1997,

, Escort Carriers in action. Carrollton, Texas:
Squadron/Signal Publ ications, 1996.

Collier, Richard, D-Day. New York Abbevilile Publ ishing, 1992,

Eflis, Chris, Unftad States Navy Warship Camouflage: 1939-1045,
Henley-in-Thames, England: Kristall Publications, Ltd., 1975.

Fahey, James, The Ships and Aircraft of the U.S. Fleet, Victory
Edition. New York: Ships and Aircraft, 1945,

Hodges, Peter and Friedman, Norman, Destroyer weapons of worid
War 2. Annapolis and London: Naval Institute Press and Con-
way Maritime Press, Ltd., 1979. _

Mor ison, Samuel! Eljiot, The Atlantic Battle Won: May 1943 - May
1945, Voil. X of H:storz of United States Naval Operations in
world War Il. Boston: L:tt!e, Brown & Co., 1959,

» The Invasion of France and Germany: 194k-
1945, Vol., X! of History of United States Naval Operations in
world War II. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1957.

Roscoe, Theodore, United States Destrover Operations in worid
war Il. Annapolis: U.S, Naval Institute, 1953,

Wagner, Ray, Amer ican Combat Planes. Garden City, N.Y.: Double-
day & Co., 1982.

Act jon Reports:
USS Bronstein (DE189): 3/18/44 (ASw act ion)
USS Corry (DDBE3): 3/27/44 (ASW action); 6/10/ul (loss of ship)

Miscel laneous:

Casualty report for Corry in the "Battle Books" at the National
Archives (machine-generated by BuFers ¢. 19u46)

Deck logs, USS Corry (DD-u63) (National Archives)

Muster rolls, USS Corry, on microfilm (National Archives)

Oral history transcripts, Operational Archives, Naval Histori-
cal Center, Washington Navy Yard.

Phone conversat ions with survivors: Capt. Edward Biddle, USN
(Ret.); Lt. Morton Rubin, USNR (Ret.); Lt. Cdr. Ronald Va-
nelli, USNR (Ret.).

Ships! Histories Branch file, Naval Historical Center, washing-
ton Navy Yard.

wwi] Citations rile, Operational Archives, Naval Historical
Center, washington Navy Yard.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
March, 2003






About The Editor

£. Andrew Wilde, Jr., Commander, USNR (Ret.), received
his commission through the NROTC Program at Dartmouth Col~
lege in 1950. Following graduation he saw action off Korea
aboard the USS Douglas H. Fox (DD-779) when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this period
have been donated to the Naval! Historical Foundat ion, and two
of them appeared in the coffee=table book, The Navy, pub-
| ished by the Foundation in 2000. After complet ing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
account ing and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
pany in Waltham, Massachusetts.

In 1993 he developed a strong interest in naval history
and began editing a series of illustrated ships! histories
primarily of U.S. destroyers sunk in World War i1, Primary
source documents such as action reports, ships' war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his-
tories as well as many firsthand accounts. His booklets are
not for sale, but he sends compl imentary copies to the survi-
vors and to the families of crewmembers killed on these ves-
sels.

Commander Wilde is a |ife member of the Naval Historical
Foundat jon and the U.S. Naval Institute.






Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war 1)

Date Sunk/ Kilted/
United States Ship (Damaged ) Area wounded!

Aaron wWard (DD-483) 0L /07 Ju3 Guadalcanal uz2 [139%
Barton (DD-599) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 164/32
Borie (DD-215) 11/01 /43 North Atlantic 27/00
Colhoun (APD=2) 08/30/u2 Tulagi 51/18
Corry {DD-463) 06 /06 /i Normandy 2u /55
Cushing (DD-376) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 72/67
DeHaven (DD-469) 02/01 /43 Guadalcanal 168740
Douglas H. Fox (DD-77%9) (05/17/45) Okinawa 10/36
Drexier (DD=741) 05/28/45 Ok inawa 158/54
Duncan (DD-L85) 10/12/42 Guadalcanal ug/3s
Emmons (DOMS-22) oujo6/u5 Ok inawa 60/78
Fiske {DE-143) 08/02/uu North Atfantic 33/85
Glennon (DD-620) 06/10/u4 Normandy 25/49%
Halligan (DD-584) 03/26/u5 Ok inawa 160/43
Hammann (DD-412) 06/06/42 Midway 8u /63
Laffey (DD-459) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 5a/114
Lansdale (DD-426) ouj2o/uy Med iterranean 43/76
McFarland (AVD=14) (10/16/42) Guadalcanal 12/13
Meredith (DD-726) 06/09 /4t Normandy 35/28
Monssen (DD-L35) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 145/37
Perry (DMS~17) 09/13/ut Anoaur/Pelel iu 8717
Preston (DD-379) 11/15/42 Guadalcanal 117/26
Spence (DD-512) 12/18/4u Luzon, P.I. 315/24
Strong (DD=~467) 07/05/43 Cent. Solomons us/61
walke (DD-416) 11/15/42 Guadalcanal 82 /48

Notes:
»*

* %k X K K ® ¥ X ¥ %

Total! for two engagements with the enemy

! Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowninag.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.

Commander,
June, 2005

USNR (Ret.)






Locat ions where Historical Comoilations by the Editor
Are Available For Researchers

Tair Zoo, Guadalcanal Campaign Collection, Potcge, Michigan
ECU Manuscript Collection, Jovner Library, Greenville, NC
Louisiana Naval War Memorial Library, SBaton Rouge, Louisiana

2iaine Mar itime Museum Library, Bath, “aine

Mariners! Museum Research Library, Mewport News, Virginia

Mystic Seapnort'!s 5. W. Slunt White Library, Mystig Connecticut

Nat ional Archives Il Library, College Park, Maryland
National D-Day Museum Library Collection, New Orleans, LA
National! Museum of FPacific war, war Studies, Fredericksberg, TX

Naval Historical Center, Navy Dept. Library, ¥ashington Navy Yard
» Operational Archives 3ranch, Washington Navy Yard
» Ships! Histories Sranch, Washington Navy Yard

Naval ¥ar College, Naval Historical Collection, Newport, =Rl
N.Y. Public Library, 42nd & 5th Ave., Room 315, New York, N.Y.
2portiand Public Library, Portland Room, Portland, Maine

Yrin can Sailors, Inc., Research Library, Somerset, Massachusetts
US Naval Academy, Nimitz Library Special Collections, Annapolis
U.S. Naval Institute, History Division, Seach Hall, Annapolis, MD

U.5., Navy Memorijalls Research Library, washington, D.C.
USS Slater (DE=766) Library, Albany, New York

LA B S I . A . I

Notes: _
! Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:
Aaron ¥ard, Barton, Colhoun, Cushing, DeHaven, Duncan, Laffey,
McFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walke.

2 Only Bath-built shipss DeHaven, Orexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Soence, Strong -

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy 3eachhead: Corry, &Glennon,
Meredith

4 3y appointment only: (508) 677-0515

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
June, 20086
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1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-ue22
August 16, 2003

Marty Morgan, Historian
The Nat ional D-Day Museum
945 Magazine Street

New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Sir:

I'm sending you four historical compilations on destrovers
which participated in OPERATION NEPTUNE, Three of these ships
were sunk off the Normandy Beachhead in shallow water: USS
Corry (DD-463), USS Glennon (DD-620) and USS Meredith (D0=728).

The USS Emmons (as DD-457, before she was converted to a mine-
sweeper and redesignated OMS-22) provided effect ive gunfire
support (841 rounds of 5-inch shells on June 8th) of the land-
ings at OMAHA BEACH. After firing on assigned targets this
destroyer closed to within 1500 yards of the shore to engage
enemy batteries and fire at targets of opportunity. Although
she was bracketed by enemy fire she was not hit and had no
personnel casualties.

The three destroyers which were sunk had a total of 8y killed/
missing and 125 wounded. My booklets ident ify these men and
/ist both the grave sites for those interred overseas and the
cemeteries where the missing are memorial ized.

My Corry booklet contains several very moving personal accounts
of the hardships these survivors endured before they were res-
cued.,

I hope your museum makes visitors aware of the important role
destroyers played at Normandy on D-Day, June 6th, 1944,

Yours truly,

Gy T

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr,.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
(781 ) 449-0392
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April 12, 2004

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.

1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

R_E: Library Donation

Commander Wilde,

The purpose of this letter is to acknowledge receipt of the material you forwarded
to this office on August 16, 2003. These booklets are certainly of great interest to
this institution and | am confident that future researchers will benefit from their
content as well.

As you well know, US Navy destroyers played a very important role during
Operation Neptune. Had it not been for the direct fire support of the USS
Emmons (DD-457), the battle at Omaha beach would definitely have turned out
much differently than it did. Also, the loss of USS Corry (DD-463), USS Glennon
(DD-620) and USS Meredith (DD-726) proves that navai combat on D-Day was
every bit as ferocious as combat on the beaches and drop zones.

Your donation of these pieces of source material has made a meaningful
contribution to the collection of historical literature held by The National D-Day
Museum. This library collection is open to researchers and consequently
available for future historians who wish to continue the development of human
understanding of this historic event.

Thank you very much for contributing to this institution’s library collection. We
are deeply appreciative of your support.

Americas World War IT Museum
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