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1210 Greendale Ave.,. #339
Needham, MA 02192
May 5, 1598

Survivors of the USS Emmons (DMS-22),

I was still in high schoo! when World War 11 ended, so this
booklet is really a product of the Home Front. | have now completed
thirteen booklets on U.S. destroyers sunk during that war, and my ad-
miration of "our boys in uniform” just continues to grow. Certainly,
the valor and devotion to duty of the officers and crew of the Emmons
is well documented by the numerous citations and personal accounts
included in my compilation, It is an honor for me to be able to pro-
vide you with this record of your ship.

Al/though my primary interest is in seeing that every survivor
has a copy, | am also sending copies to about a dozen of your ship-
mates who were detached earlier. Unfortunately, [ cannot supply a
booklet to everyone. Perhaps someone in your association will have
copies made at a copying store and bring them to your reunion. Even
the photographs reproduce well, so you may wish to make copies for
your family.

My booklet will be sent to fourteen naval museums/! ibraries
around the country, so your ship's story will be available to FPuture
historians. The Mariners' Museum/Newport News, VA, has referred to my
Emmons booklet as, "an extraordinary collection of information, images
and historical documents.” (!)

I have enjoyed locating some key people involved with your ship.
First, I found Lt.(jg) Ralph F. "Fred” Merriil! (now, Capt., USN (Ret.)).
Mis personal! account, written to assist Lt. Griffin in writing his ac-
tion report, is an important part of my booklet. Then, | was success-
ful in locating the two sons of the ship's sponsor: Grant and George
Peacock (their sisters are deceased). Their memories of the launching
are still vivid, and they've enjoyed my booklet immensly. Grant sup-
plied me with a copy of the letter designating his mother as sponsor,
And finally, just a few days ago [ found the two brothers and a sister
(all in good healthl) of Ens. Ross T. E/liott, awarded the Navy Cross
posthumously for his heroic action on April 6, 1945, His brothers (a
retired Army brigadier general and a retired USAF It. colonel ) and a
namesake, Ross T. the third (a Navy pilot in Vietnam; now a lawyer in
Cal ifornia), will, !!'m sure, devour every word and picture in the
booklets ['ve sent them.

I wish to thank the widow of your association!s Ffounder, Lillian
Jensen, for her early support (almost two years ago! ). She gracious-
ly sent me your association's address list and expressed a strong
interest in what | was doing.

My special thanks go to Ed Hoffman for his contributions and en-
couragement., [ almost aborted my Emmons booklet when he told me about
Admiral Billingsley'!s book, but he urged me on. [ declined his kind
offer to send me a copy of The Emmons Saga because I wanted to do my
own research,

You donl!t gowe me anything Por this booklet, but contributions will
be appreciated., The binder, two color pages and shipping alone cost me

$7.50 a copy.
Enjoy my bOOk:::é§Zf7

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
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U.5.5. Emmons (DD-457/DMS-22) - Order of Pages

Photog - Historlcal plate

Quote - President John F. Kennady, 1563

FPhoto = On the ways, Bath, Maine

FPhoto - Sponsor, Mrs. Frances E. Peacock

Letter, Navy Dept., 11/12/40, deslgnating sponsor

Photo ~ Sponsorls party/B:ography, Adm. G. F. Emmons, USN
Photo - Christening, August 23, 1941

Photo - Launching, Bath Iron Horks, Bath, Maine

Newspaper article, launching, The Dally Bath Times, 8/23/u1
Photo - Afloat after Iaunch:ng

Photo - Commissioning ceremony, Boston, December 5, 1941
Newspaper article, commissioning, The Soston Globe, 12/5/41
Deck Log for 12/5/41 listing plankowners, inc., List of Officers
History, Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships

Photo - Port beam vjew, anchored

War Dlary, complete (12/5/4t to 4/6/45)

List of Commanding Officers (%)

Obituaries Por Command ing Officers

Photo - After gun platform on sister ship

Photo - t.1~-Inch/75 quad mount on after gun platform

Photo ~ 20-mm. Oerlikon machine gun/cannon

Photo - Stbd, bow, approaching Santee (CVE-29), Nov. 1942
Photo = Planes on deck of Santee

Photo - Quintuple torpedo tube mount, looking aft, 2/u3
Photo ~ Midships, looking forward, 2/43

Photo -~ Fantail, looking aft, 5-inch mounts, depth charge racks
Photo - Port bow, anchored, February, 1943

Article, "A Lovely Ship"

Photo - Sthd. beam, uf/way, Norfolk, t11/1/43

Map - Normandy Beachhead and English Channel ports on *D-day"
Deck Log for D-day, 6 June 1944

Photo (color) - Painting, "Fox Green Beach”

Act jon Report dto. 6/22/44; D-day landing, 6 June 194k

Fhoto (color) - Painting, "Target of Opportunity”

Photo = Twin 4O-mm gun mount

Photo - Painting, "The Tough Beach" (LCI(L)-93)

Citat lons awarded, June-August, 1944 (5)

Action Report dtd., 6/26/4u4; Bombardment of Cherbourqg, 6/25/44
List of Officers and Muster Roll of Crew, &6/30/uy

Actlon Report dtd, 8/17/u4; Landing in Southern France, 8/15/uy
Photo - USS Rodman (DMS$S-21), Boston, stbd. beam, 12/17/44
Article = (a tribute to the minesweepers)

Map - Northwest Pacific (showing Okinawa)

Map - Oklnawa (showing whers Emmons was attacked on 4/6/45)
Act jon Report dtd. 4/12/45; Attack on 4/6/45

Photo - USS Rodman (DMS-21), damaged, at Kerama Retto, 4/5/45 ‘
Photg - USS Ellyson (DMS-19), port beam, 12/17 /44

War Diary, Ellyson, entries Por 4/6 and 4/7/45

Citatjons awarded for Okinawa Campalgn (10)

Survivors' Reports (10)

Article, "A Tribute to the Men on Radar Picket Stations"
Citation = Navy Unit Commendation awarded to Emmons

Photao - ®Hellcat™ F6F fighter plane

Report by Lt.{jg) Ralph F. Merrill, USN (action on 4/6/45)
Photo = Motor gunboat PGM-11 (rescue ship)

Citation - Silver Star Medal awarded to C.0., of PGM-11

Oral history transcript, Lt. John J. Griffin, USNR, 5/24/u5
List or Officers and Muster Roll of Crew, 4/6/u5

Quote - Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender

Act ion Report, ComMineRon 20, dtd., 7/3/45 (Okinawa Campaign)
Photograph Credits, B:bl:ography
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his | ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"1 served in the United States Navy.”

~ President John F. Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August 1, 1963.






The U,5.5. Emmons (DD=-457), a 1,630-ton Beanson-Livermore-class destroyer, on
the ways at the Bath lron Works, Bath, Maine, shortly before launching on 23
August 1941, Due to armament changes Prom earlier vessaels of this class the
Emmons s also /isted as a Bristol-class destroyer. The Bath yard built six
of these ships in 1939-u4f before commencing work on the larger Fletcher, Al-
len M, Sumner and Gear ing-class destroyers. (Official U.S. Navy photograph)







Mrs., Frances E. Peacock was selected by the Navy Department to sponsor
the U.S.S8. Emmons (DD=-457 ), named arter her late grandfather, Rear Ad-
miral George Foster Emmons, USN (1811-1884). After serving with great
honor in the Mexlcan and Civil wars Admiral Emmons commanded the Phil=
adelphia Navy Yard until he retired in 1873, (U.S. Navy photograph.)







DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

NOV 12 1940

My dear Mrs, Peacock:

It gives me great pleasure
to designate you as sponsor for the USS EMGONS,
named in honor of your grandfather, the late Rear
Admiral George Foster Emrons, U.S.Navy,

The USS EMMDES probably will
be launched at the plant of the Bath Iron Works
Corp., Bath, Maine sometime in June of 1941, The
Supervisor of Shirbuwilding, U.S. Navy at the plent
of the Bath Iron Works Corp. will advise you of the
cxact launching date and will arrange with you all
details connected with the lzunching.

#ill you please advise the
Department at your earliest convenience if you will
be able to act as sponsor for this vessel,

Sincerely yours,

irs. Frances Emmons Peacock,
91 Tenth Street,

kdge dill, Garden City,

New York,
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The Emmons's sponsor, Mrs. Frances E. Peacock, and her family of two sons and two daughters at the launch-
fnq ceremony on August 23, I941. At the far left are Lt. Comdr. T. H. Templeton, Officer—in-Charge of the
ship's precommissioning detail, and Archibald M. Main, V.P. of the Bath lIron Works. With Mrs. Peacock are

her brother, Thornton Emmons, and the Navy's Shipbuilding Supervisor for the Maine yard. (More details on
the ceremony are included in the naewspaper article on the next page.) (OFficial U.S. Navy photograph.)




Emmons *

George Foster Emmons, born 23 August 1811 in
Clarendon, Vt., began his distinguished career as a mid-
shipman 1 April 1828. As a lieutenant in Peacock he
participated in the Wilkes Exploring Expedition of
1838-42, which discovered the Antarctic Continent, and
throughout the south seas. He was assigned command
of the expedition’s overland party conducting surveys
and exploration from Puget Sound south to San Fran-
cisco. He served with great honor in the Mexican and
Civil Wars. As a Rear Admiral, he commanded the
Philadelphia Navy Yard until his retirement in 1873.
Rear Admiral Emmons died in Princeton, N.J., 23 July
1884.

* Dict ionary of Amer ican Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 2.
washington: Naval Historical Center, 1963,




%in the name of the United States [ christen thee Emmonsl!"

Notes: The champagne bottle is ritted with a "tuxedo” - made in the shipyard
- which consists of a slotted aluminum casing or rine mesh to prevent broken
glfass rrom endangering the sponsor.

On the [launching stand, the champagne is kept in an insulated bag of
about S0 degrees, to assure a frothy splash. If the weather is coid, an
electric heater is provided to warm the champagne, with a spare bottle with«
in easy reach as a backup to the original...just in case.,*

* Keith, Frazier, Somerville & Harriotte W, 8. Smith, Ships of the United
States Navy and Their Sponsors. Annapolis: U.5. Naval! [nstitute, 1952.
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mmons (DD-457) as she was iaunched at the Bath lIron Works, Bath,

The U.5.5. £
Maine, on August 23, 194f. Over 2,000 spectators watched as the vessel slid

down the ways to the Kennebec River where two tugs waited to move her to the
Pitting-out pler. (orricial U.S. Navy photograph.)







The Daily Bath Times, Saturday, August 23, 1941

DESTROYER SLIDES
DOWN WAYS FROM
BATH IRON WORKS

U.S.S. Emmons Goes
Overboard Saturday
Afternoon

The newest additicn to the Unit-
ed States Navy, the U.S.S. Entmons,
.Slipped from her ways in the south
‘yard of Bath Iron Works Corp., at
-a-few minutes after twa o'clock
‘Saturday afternoon and slid grace-
fully to the breeze rippled waters
of the Kennehbec in as beautiful a
launching as one could desire.

It was exactly two o’clock when
Capt. William S. Blair’s red flag
was removed from the bow of the
ship, indicating that all was ready
in his department and that the tlde
was right to reccive the sleek ship.
Hardly had the flag disappeared
when Vice Pres. Archibald M. Main
waved to foreman William Duley
of the burner's department and he
and his assistant began cutting the
perforated iron plates that held the
Emmons in place. It was but a mat-
ter of seconds when the starboard
plate snapped and before one could
count flve the port gave way and
the ship was on her way.

As the craft trembled slightly
and began her slide, Mrs. Frances
Emmons Peacock, Garden City,
Long Island, grand daughter of the
late Rear Admiral George Foster
Emmons, for whom the destroyer
was named, crashed a bottle of
champagne against the prow and
as the throng of naval officers came
to attention and the few invited
guests applaudcd. the ship slowly
slid from her berth into the waiting
custody of the two tugs. As she
reached the river the current
turned the prow of the Emmons
upstrcam, prescenting a perfect ple-
ture to the 2,000 or more persons,
who lined both sides of Carlton
Bridge out to and beyond the draw
span.

Following the launching cere-
monies Mrs. Peacock and the mem-
hers of the launching. party were
the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Main at
their home for a small, Informal
luncheon. Lieut. Com. T. H. Tem-.
pleton, who will command the Em-
mons when she is commissioned,
was with the launching party.

As is the custom of the Bath Iron
Works, the shattered bottle used in
the christcning ceremonies, will be
presented the sponsor in a teakwood
chest and an ashtray, made from.
the plate from which the invitations
were cast, will be presented.

Mrs. Peacock, the sponsor, was
born ten years after the death of her
illustrious grandfather, Rear Ad-
miral George F. Peacock, U. S. N.,
for whom the destroyer was named.
She wore a black and white print
dress and white accessories. Her
white hat was trimmed with black

1 veiling.

Others in immediate launching
party werc her two daughters, Miss
Janet Peacock, 22, and Miss Mary
Peacock, 22, and her two sons,
George Emmons Peacock, 14, and
Grant A. Peacock, Jr., 18; also her
brother, Thornton Emmons, Miss
Janet wore a red, white and black
print dress and a large white pic-
ture hat; and her sister, Mary, a
navy blue dress and a small white
feather hat.

Mrs. Peacock and family are
staying at the Sedgwick. They will

leave Sunday on thelr return to
Edgehill, Garden City, Long Island.

Rear Admiral George Foster Em-
mons, for whom the destroyed is
named, was a New Englander, hav-
ing been born in Clarendon, vt.,
Aug. 23, 1811, and died in Prince-
ton, N. J.,, July 2, 1884. He entered
the Naval Academy in 1828 and was
promoted to a lieutenaney in 1841,
rear-admiral in 1872 and retired the
next vear.

Admiral Emmons was a member
of the South Sca exploring expedi-
tion under Capt. Wilkes-in 1838-42;
took part in the Mexican war; and
during the Civil war captured
Cedar Keys, Fla., and Pass Chris-
tian. Miss., wjth 20 prizes in 1862.
He served as captain of the fleet
under Dahigren, off Charleston,
1863; and raised the American flag
over Alaska in 1888. He published

“The Navy of the United States,
1775.1853.”
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The destroyer U.S.S5., Emmons (DD-457) Immed iately after she was launched at the Bath lron Yorks, Bath,
Malne, on August 23, 1941. The ship Is "fully dressed"” for the occasion with a rainbow of flags from
bow to stern over the masts, and a large "8,1.W." bullder's flag Is riying proudiy from the starboard
yardarm. Note the size of the ship's hull number. As soon as the United States enterad World War 1!
In December, 1941, the Navy greatly reduced the slze of these numbers on its ships as a security mea-
sure. The large numbers reappeared after the war was over. (orriclal U.S. Navy photograph.)







The commissionling ceremony for the destroyer U.5.8. Emmons (DD-457) was held
on her fantail at the Boston Navy Yard, Mass., on December 5, 1941, In this
view, looking art, Captain of the Yard, Captaln R. C. Grady, USN, is reading
the authorizing dispatches, while to his left, Lieut, Commander T. C. Ragan,
USN, waits to read his orders and assume command. Tha #Y®.gun dapth charge
projector (centerlined, ahead of the two officers) which fired to both sides
wvas landed the following year when six single projectors ("K"-guns) were in-
stalted on Benson/Bristol-class ships. (Boston Nat ional Historical Park)







The Boston Globe, Saturday, December 5, 1941

NEW 'FLOATING FORTRESS—Photo of «
Navy Yard shows Capt. Ronan C. Grady (left

~T. C. Ragan of the new destroyer surrounded by

| Destroyer Emmons Is Put in
Commission at Boston Navy Yard

ommh;ionﬁ; of U. S5 5. Enu_u;m_ a

t Boston
center) of the Yard and Lieut. Commander

marines and sailors.

-A néw destroyer, the U. S. S. Em-
mons, was added to the United
States Navy at 11 this morning when

she was officially placed in commis-
sion at.'the Boston Navy Yard by
Capt. Ranan C. Grady, U. S. N,, cap-
tain of the yard, representing Rear
Admiral William T, Tarrant, U, S:
N., commandant of the 1st Naval
District.

The ceremony was attended by
many invited guests, including wives
and relatives of officers of the new
destroyer and officials of the Bath
Iron Works in Maine, where .the
new addition to the Navy was con-
structed at a cost of $5,028,000. -
The Navy's new ocean_greyhound
is'ne of the finest and-most cpm-
plete ships of ils type and is stream
lined, which calls for the greatlest
Jspeed possible, It will carry about a
|dozen officers and a crew of ap-
proximately 200 men.. Navy orders
forbid officers from giving informa-
tion as to its speed and equipment,
but the desiroyer apd crew appear
ready for active service of any sort.

The officers .and crew_assembled
on the after deck. Capt. Grady read
orders received by -Rear Admiral
Tarrant to place the ship in com-
mission on ai; j;icem. da;dg, })gts the
'-%;- 5;‘ "-‘--!fv ‘-ﬁt‘ .,qu.-F'E'.-,“’a St
ping dgfa%ed' the arrival of ﬂxae' tew
destroyer until yesterday aftgrnoon
‘when préparations ~were " tmmedi-
alely .made to place the destroyer
in_commisgion, :

‘Lieut, Commander Ragan read or-
ders from the chief of the Bureau
of Nayal Operations at Washington

Hetaching him from the Navat ‘War
College at  Newport, R. I, and as-
gsigning him to iake command of the
U: S S Bfmons, = :
Capt. Grady wished the officers
and crew the best of luck- inservice
aboard the new destroyer hamsd in
honor-of Real i dorge Fos-
ter Emmons, United States Navy,
. The new destifoyer
Ang. 23, 1941, and was sponsored by
rs. Frances Emmons Peacock -of
Garden Clty, I. 1. OfMcials of the
Bath Iron Works stated the Ernmons
is the 40th-destroysr byilt by that
company for the United States Navy,
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The U.S.5. EMMORS was coumissioned with fitting ceremony at Navy, Yard, Boaton, Mass.
At 1015 the officers and crew were paraded aft. . The Captain: of the ‘Yard, Captain'R.:C. GRADY,
V. S. N., cams on board. The Captain of the Yard, after aishart address, read ‘Secrotary of the
Navy despatch 281908 of November 1941 and Chief of Naval Operations !despatch!282238 of November
1941 and directed that the ship be placed in commission. At 1045, *To the Colors,™ was scunded.
the colors and commission pennent wers hoisted, placing the ship in icommission. | Lieutenant.
Commander THOMAS C. RAGAN, read his orders from Bureau of Navigation 5873476 Nav-31-AA (9147)
of October 31, 19l1; assumed command, and ordered the watch set which the first section marmmed.

%ﬁrﬁd‘;‘u‘&ﬁm, U. S, Navy.

Moored atartoard side to west side of pier Wo, 8!at Boston Navy Yard. Shipe present:
Various units of the U. S. Atlantic Fleet, yard end district craft, S.0.P.A: COMDESRON 31 in
U.S.S. SIMPSON. Boiler No. L in use for auxiliary purposes except slactrical power, which is
being received from the yard, The following officers and men on toard at It.ima o« commissioning: '
Lieutenant Commsnder Thomas C. Ragan » Us S. Bavy, as Commading Officer in accordance with Chief
of the Bureau of Navigation orders, 58734-76 Nav-31-AA 9147 of October 31, 19k1,/ Lieutenant
Harold M. Heming, U. S. Navy, as Executive Officer in accordance with Chief of Buresu of Nav-
igation orders, Nav-31-UVC 63L36-L0 5921 of September 18, 19L1,’ lieutenant Ed B, Billingsley,
U. 3. Navy, as Engineer Officer in accordance with Chief ‘of Bursau of Navligation orders, "Rav-3l-
ES 71[;05-3[: 578 of July 14, 1941, Lieute=nant George E."Pierb'e:,"% U S. Navy, as -Oumery Officer
in accordance with Chief of Burean of Navigation arders, Rav-31-SAU(L613) of Sept. S, 19i1.,
Lieutenant (jg) Adbert F. Hollingsworth, U. S. Navy, in accordance with Chief of Bureau of ‘Nav—
igation orders, Nav-31-SAM 81018-7 18563 of June 27, 151, “Ensign Orville O. Ilebschner; U, S.
Navy, in accordance with Chief of Bureau of Navigation'orders Nav-31 SAM 82712-8 930 of August
L, 1941, Ensign Bugene N. Foss, 2nd, D-V(Q), U.S.N.R., ir"dccordance w.th Chief of Buresu of
Navigation orders Nav-31-IN 73189-9 7274 of October 1, 1941;' Ensign Malcolm E. Lewis, D-v(0),
U.8.N.R., in accordance with Chief of Bureau of Navigation orders Kav-161L~CKS 80077-3 of June
3, 1941, Ensign Edmond A. Trudeau, D-V(G), U.S.N.R., 'in"dcéo:jdanea with Chief of Bureau of Nav-
lgation orders Nav-31-PB B55L6-7 (758) of August 21, 1941, Enslgn Edmond F. Kelly, E-V(G), L

aa

08-12

U.5.N.R., in accordance with Chief of Bureau of Navigation orders Nav-31-NCW 978l6-k 3437 of
August 26, 1941, Ensign Richard C. Morse Jr., D=v(0), U.S.N.R., in accordance with Chiéf of Bur
of Navigation orders Nav-31-SAM 96150-l L321 of 'Auguat 25, 1941, and Ensign Themes F. Keegan,
D-¥(@), U.S.N.R., in sccordance with Chief of Bureau of Navigation orders Nav-31-MNR 96537-6 .
3086 of August 29, 1941l. In accordance with the Commendanit's letter No. NYL/P16~3/Mi, Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, the following named men reported aoard for duty: -AGEE, John M., 365 I3
98, M{lc., USN.; BATIEY, Leonard J.Jr., 234 L3 73, WI2c., USN.; BELANGER, Roger J., 223 38 h,
WI2c., USN.; BEUKEMA, Donald R., 299 52 59, CI(PA), USN.; BLEY, Benry C., 316 25 89, CMM(aa),
USN.; BRUMMETT, Willie, 279 05 21, CWI(PA), USN.; CLARK,"Chsrles J., 320 65 49, CEM(aa), USH. 3
COOPER, Russell F., 381 2L 09, Wr2c., USN.; COTHRAN, Russell S., 270 09 73, GMM(AA), USN.; COX,
Oilbert R., 291 06 50, CFC(PA), USN.; CRAWLEY, Willimm F., 632 03 03, MM2c., USNR.; DOERRER, i
George W., L10 96 60, Ri3c., USNR.; DOWD, Charles W., 321 18 42, RM2c., USN.; FINCH, Edwin L., |
261 L6 11, CPhM(AA), USK.; HAUS, Clarence, 336 64 6k, Wc., USN.; HOLLAND, Comard H., 62l 02 26,
; Bd3c., USNR.; HOWE, Kenneth R., 638 01 59, SW2o.,. USHR.; |EAPFENBERG, Micolas H., 375 21 oli,! |
CMM(AA), USN.; KYLE, William H., 265 54 35, MMlc., USN.; KUIRYE, Theodore W., 201 59 07, Mi2c,,
USN.; LINDLEY, Carson, 385 73 30, Wr2c., USN.; LINDLEY, Joel R., 385 73 31; WIZo., USN.; LINDSEY,
M¥ilton W., 267 11 13, MMlc., USN.; LONG, Elmer R., 181 8 19, BMc., USN.;: LOCEOSHUS, George C.,
299 03 00, lMlc., USN.; MAHONEY, William H., 200 87 61, CMM(PA), USN.; MARTIN, Elgy B., 282 90.20
- Bfle., USN.; MC DANIEL, Robert W., 258 07 11, MMlc., USN.; ‘MERRICK, Maurrice 0.,:291 37 86, MN2c.
USN.s PRESTON, Claude R., 287 10 30, Mu2e., USN.; REED, Roger B.,356 06 89, MM2c., USN.; RUYHE,
Fred, 632 03 Ok, ¥MM2c., USNR.; RICE, Archis W., 336 L2 25, ;CEM{PA), USN.; RICHARDSON, Jack, _
356 03 61, MM2c., USK.; SHOTTS, Lewis E., 278 39 23, BMirlo., USN.; SORRELL, Cecil E., 371 68 18,
Msmthlc., USN.; STANIEY, Theodore R.,,208 70 77, MMlc., USN.; SWAFFORD, James ¥., 346 L9 1, MOc
USN.; WOODSON, lee, 271 94 13, SFle., USN.; WYATT, Williem ‘H., 341 96 09, MM2c., USN. .

Approved: -——-/ Examined:

T, T e Sy
Lleut. Comdr., USN., < M. ING

Commanding. Lieutenant U. 8. X., Navigator.
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In accordance with the Commanding Officer, Recoiving Station, Navy.:Yard, Boston, Uass, |
order nurber WM/P16-4/MM of December 3, 1941, the following named men reported aboard:
ALEYANDER, Kenneth R., 279 67 50, F2c.,USN,; BANDY, Owen L., 321 38 15, Fle., USN.; BARNES,
Bruee 0., 355 61 16, CTM(AA), USN.; BARNING, Edward E., 223 S1 65, Slc., USN,; BOETTCHER, Herman
M., 320 8022, Slc., USN.; BRANSON, Richard K., kil 59 7h,. Gllc. . USK, ; BRIGGS, Andrew P,
382 01 36, SM2c., USN.; BROOKS, Arthur L., 238 66 00, 8lc., USN.; BRYAN, Brady L., 359 9l 16,
Mle., USNe; BURTOMN, Marurice W., L13 L0 23, S2c., O-1 USNR.j BROWN, Elgle V., 300 19 61, Fzc.,
USNe; GLAVERT, Arthur K., 300 99 47, FGde,, USN.; CATANIA, Mumsio'J., ‘283 1k 50, Flc., USN,;
COCKERAY, John G., 223 53 38, Sle., USH.p CRAVER, Clarence H., 371 80 79, Slc., USN.; CURRIER,
Mayo, 123 58 33, GCStd(PA), USNR.; DICKSON, Rey P., 287 4O 35, 8le,, USN.; DUTTON, Guy D.,
287 29 10, SC3c., USN.; DAYER, Harold B., 223 36 97, TMlc., USH.; EDWARLS, Oilbert J., 311:57 D,
F2c., USHN.; ELLSWORTH, Richard J., 291 57 54, Fle., USN.; EVANS, ur:;a., 388 20 51, Sle.,
USN.y FINNEY, Rex %., 311 35 77, TM 3c., USN.y FLORW, Gecrge C., 27L 58 76, Hc., USN.; FYFE,
Donald W, 316 11 15, S2c., USN.; GARLINGTON, Walden ﬁ., 372 02 58, B2c,, USN.; GINN, leon E,,
36 59 .65, 0C2c., USN.; GORMA, Thomas E. Jr., 243 69 91, Slec., USN.; GRACE, Jamee E,, 410
58 77, F2c., USN.; HAYES, William M,, 342 03 38, S2c., USN.; HEATH, Harold'Jsj 234 31 8L, S2c.,
USN.; HEIN, Kennoth F., 201 86 98, S2¢ ., USN.; HUCKER, Earl W., 300 02 1¢!:Fle., USN.;
JAMITA, Gellceno f., 154 26 69, Mattle., USHR.; JAMPOLSKY, Harold J., 412 10 79, B3ec., V-6
USMR.; JORNSON, Dale E., 372 07 09, Sle., USN.; XRECKEL, John P., 213 EO 66, Cox., USN.; LAKIN,
Louis E., 300 11 L7, Slc., USN.; LILIYDRIDOE, Kennsth C., 385 7l 16, GM3o., USN.; 1BYIS, Simeon
C., 336 g5 86, SCle., USN.; LONG, Williem, 271 93 72, 3ule., USN.; MALLOWAY, John S., 413 58 36, |
S2¢., V-6 USNH.; MC ALISTER, Thomas N., 295 37 96, Cox., USHN.; MC'LEAN, Burl D., 311 L8 21,
Sle., USN,; MOORE, #illiam A., 262 30 95, Matt2e,, USN, i lqﬂzu,‘&meyi J., 31 ks 90, Fle.,
USH.; MOTT, John f., 23L 14 66, Cox., USN.; MUDGE, James M.,H372 00 358,.G2c., USN. ;. MURRAY,
James P., 2l 87 96, @3e., USN.; MURRAY, Paul J., 300 02 3ﬁ;‘~=nc., USK. ; NIXON, William R.,
265 73 81, Mi2c., USN.; NOLAN, Srederick V., 21 94 2l, TH2e., USN.;.O0'BRIEN, Eugene E., 299 92
23, Slc., USN.; OLZENSKI, James J., 238 37 28, FCle., USN,; PACKERT,;Xlbert R., 223 67 69, Slc.)
USN.; COX, John C., 242 77 88, CRM(PA), USN.; UNNERSTALL, Joseph L., 336:57 1N, RM2c,, USN,; '
STOKES, Margil L., 273 95 03, CQM(PA), USN,; GANDY, Earl J., 243 68 L8, FGlc., USH.; PARKER
Frank, 272 2, 58, F2r., USN.; PUND, Gilbert E., 291 37 03, Mflc., USH.; RANIRFZ, Federico, fior
92 20, OC3c., USN.; REESE, Clifford C., 262 31 L8, Mattlc., USN.; REID, Robert R., 238 67 56,
F2e., USM.; SCHEEL, Ervin A., 321 59 8, S2c., USN.; SCHRAFF, Robert P., 250 5827, F2c.,. USM,;
SIUGREN, Clenn W., 372 16 67, F2ec., USMN.; SIMS, Edwerd L., e n 09, Fle., USN,; SIOLEY, Willian
V., 263 32 02, Fle., USN.; SOSENKO, John, 283 27 85, Slc., USN.3 SMITH, -Bugcne. C., 604 02 18,Y3c.}
V-6 USMR.; SUITH, Jomes S., 359 96 Lk, Slc., USH.; STEVENSOW, Allan Wayne, 201 59 50, Bi3e., USN.}
STEVINSON, Frederick C., 194 18 31, cG(an), USN.; STONE, Mubert L., 342 17 09, F2c., USN.;
TAKACS, Taszlo A., 223 53 13, SiDBe., USN.; WAONER, Robert C., 311 30 L6, HAlc,, USN.; WARD,
Leonard, 243 7¢ 68, Me., USM.: WEBDER, Willis H., 201 59 33, O13¢., USN.; WHITSON, Lelend Ady
327 54 91, S2c,, USH,; WILLIAMS, Don E., 266 33 32, S2c., USN.j WoODs, Joseph R., f;OO-Gh 11,
S2c., V=6 USMR,; WOODS, Maurice M., 359 7l L8, Slec,, F-2 USMR.; WINN, Harry Y., 271 69:93, SKic,
SN, ; SHEPARD, George R., 268 48 03, F2c., USN., In accordance with the Commanding Officer,
Naval Training Station, Nevport, R.I., lotter number 211-L1 11/Ss of Novembsr 1, 1911, the
following named men repoeted aboards” AKSAMIT, Joseph J., 6L6 G8 72, V-6 AS, USNR.; AYER,
Donald #,, 202 02 21, AS, USH.; BECK, Clifford, W., 202 02 27, AS, USN.j BERG, Norman H.,
22k 32 68, AS, USN.; BUCKMAN, Lester W., 22l 39 69, AS., USH.; CAULFIELD, James, F., 22 39 70,
AS., USH.; CHADSEY, William L., 202 02 20, AS., USN.j CHAROUX, Robort W., 202 02 03, AS., USH.;
CHARRON, Arthur, W., 202 02 00, AS., USN.; COOPER, Louls, A., 224 39 72, AS., USN.; CORDREY,
Charles, 0., 22L; 39 73, #8., USN.; CROFUT, George E., 646 08 L2, V-6 AS, USNR.; CRONN, Wilber C.
Jr., 22, 39 75, AS., USN.; CAULKINS, Bdward T., 645 OB 76, V-6 AS., USHR.; DALTON, Harry B.
202 01 6k, AS, USH.; DAUM, Warren, I., 283 61 10, AS., USN.; DENNING, Charles Jr., 666 01 75,
v-€ 43., USHR.; DERKACS, Charles, Jr., 646 08 77, V-6 AS., USHR.; DERNAGO, Fred, 212 72 8L, AS.,
‘JS".; DO“”ELLY, James A, JI‘., 202 02 02’ AS" USN.; BPOSITO’ mthom 3., 2211 39 76’ A.S., USH.;
FALLS, Jomee M., 606 02 70, V=6 AS,, USMR.; FRYE, Ellaworth W., Jr., 606 02 75, V=5 AS., USNR.;
CLRVAIS, Dericl C., J., 202 01 €8, AS., USH.; OLUTTING, Robert J., 22l 39 77, AS., USH.;
GOCELLA, Joseph A., 608 01 2h, V-6 AS., USNR.; OOESEKE, Hemry O., 403 4§ 1l, v-1 F3c.,. USNR.;
GRANA, Louis, 224 3% 79, AS., USE.; GRIBGINS, Phillip J., 22l 39 80, AS., USH.; GRIECO, Julius R.
224 39 81, AS., USN.; GUTERIE, Robert E., V-6 AS., USNR.j HOLLAND, Robort F., 202 02 23, AS., USM
JACOBY, Phillip, 203 61 16, AS., USH.; JENSEN, David, 22k 39 85, AS., USN.; JUY, Ellis F., 202
02 18, AS., USH.; KENNELDY, Chestor I, 250 65 97, AS., USN.; EIDD, Richard E., 202 02 11, AS.,
USH.; KINNEY, Arthur R., 224 39 07, AS,, USN.; LACKO, Edward J., 283 61 1k, AS., USM.; LEISTMAN,
flarold R., 224 39 0,AS, USN.; LILLIE, Charles L., 622 10 00, V-6 AS., USNR.; MARTIN, Robert /.,
650 O 11, V-6 AS., USNR.; MASSARD, Louis O., V-6 646 OB L8, AS,, USHI.; MC ALEVEY, Jeromo D.,
22 39 92, AS., USM,; 1'C CARTIN, John P,, 283 61 12, AS., USN.; Mc CARTIY, Xenneth C., 22} 39 93,
AS., USN.; I'ONANAN, Edward T., 22} 39 95, AS., USN.j NETTUNO, Daniel C., 224 39 96, AS., USN.;
NICIOLS, Robert F., 202 02 25, USN. s NICHO ‘ :

g VA e iy

lieut .Comdr., USN. Iisutenant U. 8. X., Novigator,
Commanding.

-






N. Nav. i8 Pﬂ‘@ USSR S

ADDITIONAL SHEET

U. 3. 8. ... JRLous. (nohs7) Date _December 5 . 19 13.

O'BRIEN, Hoy, 212 72 80, AS., USM.; UENLKR, Edward G, 608 01 26, V-6 AS., USNE.; OLENDSR,
Edward F., 238 76 95, AS., USH.; O'MALLEY, John E., 614 03 00, V-6, AS., USNR.; OSBORN, Richard
Ray GG OB U2, V-6 1S., USNR.; OULD, 'M1liem R., LO3 82 Lk, V-6 AS., USNM.; PASKT, Hemry, 212
72 BCG, AS., USH.; PIELIS, Iven V., 203 61 17, AS., USH.; PIERCE, Raphael R., 212 72 76, AS., USN|
RCONLEY, Edward J., 403 7h 71, V-3 S2¢., USKR.; SAUWDERS, Earl F., 224 LO 01, AS., USN.;
SCAMACCA, Salvatore J., 646 08 51, V-6, AS., USHR.; SCH'IDT, Richard K., 283 61 15, AS., USH.;
SHEIPARL, Thomas J., 224 hO 03, AS., USH.; SIMCMEAU, Fdgar R., 202 02 25, AS., USH.; SIMONEAU,
202 02 29, 1S., USN.; SINCLAIR, Theodore E., 22 40 Ol, AS., USN.; SInATISa, Anthony J., 4S.,
USil. 5 SHERALLY, George ®., 22l 39 60, AS., USN.; STUCZYNSKI, Williem, 646 08 53, V-6 AS., USNR;
SURFTTE, Leonard J., 606 02 66, V-6 AS., USNIt.; TEMPONE, John F., 224 40 07, AS., USH.;
TERENSKY, Joreph, Jr., 652 01 [;0, V-£ AS., USHR.; TCRRELOWGE, Eugene G., 6h6 08 5!1, V- AS.,
ustit, ; URbaS, Carl J., 646 08 55, V-3 AS,, USNR.j; YALSH, kdward, 202 02 12, AS., USH.; WALT,
Billle D., 614 02 97, V=6 AS., USI.; PETMAR, Vermer T., Jr., 324 L0 0B, V-6 45., USNH.; YOING,
Pzrold, 6):6 08 90, V-6 A35., USIR.; WORLEY, Jemes E., 202 00 L9, AS., USN.' From Receiving Station,
Navy Yard, Boston, Mass. EViNS, Reese A., 382 1 71, . » fppocted abogrd.

« B.' BILLINGS Lieu - - Navyo

-a

T. C. QA&BAR,

telg
Licut. ‘?omﬂr oy USHE., Iicutenant O. 5. ¥\, Navigator.
Comrondine.

Approved: ﬂ” 21‘.,7 L Examlined: M(jl *
H. D, HEBIING







by ...I...Co. RAGAN

Attached to and on board of the U, 8. 8.

LIST OF OFFICERS

EMHONS

(nnhis7)

,» commanded

s U. 8. N., during the period covered by this Log Book, with date of
reporting for duty, detachment, transfer, or death, from _DECRMBER . S, 10kl , to _DECRMBER 31, 1941

nu. A bomE
RAGAN, T.C. Lisut .Commander Dec, 5, 191 Commanding Officer.,
. HEMING,. HMe eutenant | Dec. 9, 1941, Fxeentlive Officer, |
BILLINGSLEY, EsBa ... ... _lleutenant Dog..5,. 19k1 Engineer Qfficer, . ..
_PIERCE, Q.E. dentenaot. __ lDae. S, 2941 Qunnary Officer.,.. ... |
| HOLLINGSRORTH,. AsFo.coooo fidentonant . [Dep. S, 291 1st. Iientenant .|
-FOsS, E.N. D-v(0) Dac. 5, 1941 Sound Officer, |
_LENIS, M.E. Ensign D-v(G) Dec. 5, 1Ll Asst.lst, lieutenant. .
_LIEBSCHNER, 0.0. inad Dec, 5, 1941 Commundcation O(f,
TRUDEAU, E: A cosign D-V(0) ____ |Dec. 5, 1941 past.. Communication oflf
_MORSE, R.C, Ensign D=-V{Q) Dec. 5, 1941 Anst. Gun. OfC, |
KELLY, E.F, Ensien E=Y(G) Dec. 9, 19l Anpke Enga Qff.
KEEGAN,. T,F. Eonlgn D-V(Q)..._____!Dec..5,.19M1 Torpedea Off.
Ezamined and found o be correct.

Iieutenant

Navigator,







History of the U,S.S. Emmons (DD=57/DMS=22 )*

(DD-457: dp. 1,630; 1. 348°2; b. 36°1""; dr. 16’'8""; s. 38
k.; cpl. 208; a. 4 5", b 21” tt., 6 dep., 2 det.; cl. Benson)

Emmons (DD-457) was launched 23 August 1941 by
Bath Iron Works Corp., Bath, Me.; sponsored by Mrs,
F. E. Reacock, granddaughter of Rear Admiral Em-
mons; and commissioned 5 December 1941, Lieutenant
Commander T. C. Ragan in command. She was reclassi-
fied DMS-22 on 15 November 1944,

Emmonas sailed from Norfolk 31 January 1942 on her
shakedown to Callao, Peru, where she embarked Peru-
vian officers for Valparaiso, Chile, returning to Boston
via several ports in Ecuador., She patrolled in New
England waters, and in April escorted Ranger (CV—4)

across the Atlantic to the Gold Coast, where the carrier
launched Army fighter planes, brought for the base at
Accra and other African air bases.

The summer of 1942 found Emmons patrolling out of
Argentia, Newfoundland, and escorting troopships from
Boston to Halifax. At Halifax on 5 July she joined an
Army transport and a merchantman, whom she shep-
herded to a midocean rendezvous with a British escort
unit to take them safely into Iceland. Emmons sailed on
to join the British Home Fleet in Scapa Flow on 156
July. She underwent training necessary to coordinate
American and British procedures and tactics. Between
26 and 31 July, she escorted the battleship HMS Duke of
York to Iceland and back to Scapa Flow, then had con-
voy escort duty on the Scottish coast. On 17 August she
cleared Scapa Flow for Iceland, where she made rendez-
vous with a convoy bound through the treacherous
northern shipping lanes to Kola Inlet in the Soviet
Union, from which she returned to Greenock, 30 August.

Emmons returned to New York 9 September 1942,
and trained in Casco and Chesapeake Bays, and at Ber-
muda, for the invasion of north Africa, for which she
sailed from Bermuda 25 October. She screened carriers
covering landings at Safi between 8 and 13 November,
returning by way of Bermuda and Norfolk to Boston.
After brief overhaul and coastwise escort duty, she
went to Cristobal to await a convoy to New York. Mean-
while she passed through the Panama Canal 9 January
1943 to train briefly with officers of the Ecuadorean
navy. She guarded the passage of a convoy to north
Africa in February, returning to New York 11 March
for training. On 2 April Emmons put to sea via Argen-
tia for Scapa Flow, where she joined the British Home
Fleet again 19 May. .

During the next 214 months, Emmons joined in
patrolling northern waters, guarding the movement of
convoys across the North Atlantic, unceasingly alerted
against the possible sortie of German ships from Nor-
wegian bases. She also guarded British carriers in air
| attacks on Norway in July. Returning to Norfolk 9

* Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 2 (Naval
Histor ical Center/Washington, D.C., 1963).




August 1943, she voyaged to Gibraltar between 3 No-
vember and 19 December in the advance scouting line
guarding Jowa (BB-61), carrying President Roosavelt
to the Teheran Conference,

Between December 1943 and April 1944, Emmons
guarded carriers during their operations at Newport
and in Casco Bay, aiding in the training of aviators.
On 20 April she sailed from Maine waters for the
Azores, and Mers-el-Kebir, Algeria, arriving 1 May for
antisubmarine patrols. On 17 May, her group teamed
with British aircraft to sink the German submarine
U-616, and the next day, Emmons sailed for England,
and final preparations for the invasion of France, 6
June., After guarding preassault minesweeping, she
joined in the heavy bombardment prior to the landing.
She remained off the beachhead for 3 days as watchdog
for the vast armada of ships lining up with men and
supplies, then retired across the. Channel to Plymouth,
England, screening Texas (BB-36). Returning to the
assault area 11 June, Emmons served in the screen
guarding transports and supply ships from submarine
attack. After replenishing at Portland, England, from
21 to 24 June, she kept watch around battle ships and
jruisers during the bombardment of Cherbourg, 25

une.

Emmons returned to Mers-el-Kebir 10 July 1944 with
a transport convoy she had brought across from Port-
land, then had escort duty in the Mediterranean ports
preparing for the assault on southern France. She
sailed from Taranto, Italy, for the beachheads, 11 Au-
gust, and on the 16th began preinvasion bombardment.
She remained off the beaches all day to provide fire
support to troops storming ashore. Escort duty took
her away to Italian and Corsican ports, but she returned
to patrol off the French Riviera until October.

Emmons put into Boston 9 November 1944 for con-
version to a high»speed _minesweeper, and after Atlantic
training and exercises in the Hawaiian Islands, entered
Ulithi to stage for the invasion of Okinawa. Her squad-
ron put to sea 19 March 1945 for the dangerous, vital
task of clearing Qkinawa’s waters to let assault ships
close the beaches for the landings of 1 April. She then
took up picket duty, and on 6 April, during one of the
first of the massive kamikazee attacks, was a target as
she sailed with Rodman (DMS-21). One of the first
planes to attack struck Rodman, and as Emmonsg circled
the stricken ship to provide antiaircraft cover, both
DMS’'s were overwhelmed by suicide-bent Japanese
planes. Many were splashed, but Emmons was struck
by five, almost simultaneously. One hit her fantail, the
rest to starboard of her pilot house, of No. 3 gun mount,
on her waterline, aft, and the port side of her combat
information center. Crlppled and ablaze, with ammuni-
tion exploding wholesale, Emmons found damage con-
trol a desperate, losing struggle. That day her gallant
crew, who had already won the Navy Unit Commenda-
tion for Okinawa, lost 60 dead, 77 wounded. The rest
had to abandon ship. Next day, the 7th, the hulk was
sunk to prevent its falling into enemy hands.

In addition to her Navy Unit Commendation, Emmons
received four battle stars for World War II service.




was painted using a Measure 12 camouflfage scheme. This graded system was

Standard displacement 1,630 tons Drart
Length overall 3ug2 Shart horsepower
Beam 367 Rated speed

The U.5.5. Emmons (DD-457) (Lt. Comdr. Thomas C. Ragan, USN), shown here in late 1941 or 1942 when she

intended to deceive the ene-

my by breaking up the shipl's outl/ine, thus concealing its shapae. The Emmons'! characteristics were:

1518"
50,000 H.P.
38 knots

(orricial U.S. Navy Photograph, )







SOURGE

DATE

DEPARTED

 EMYONS (DD-457) -1~

SERVICE

ARRIVED

DATE

REMARKS

707-2

|22 Jan 42
i31 Jan /2
114 Feb 42
{21 Frb 42

31 Mar 42

13 Apr £2
22 Apr 42

1 Jul 42

lBoston

NorB8lk

|Ca11ao

Valraraiso

Boston

Horfolk
Newnort

Newrort

[
|

Yorktown
Callao, Peru
Valparaiso

Norfolk

Newport
Boston

Newport

Halifax, Nova Scotia

28 Jan 42
11 Feb 42
18 Feb 42

9 Apr 42

1, Aor A2
29 May A2

2 Jun A2

4 Jul 42

Commissioned 5 Dec L1 atf, Boston, Fuass.
Via Newport (23-27 Jan).

Transited P. C. (6 Feb).

With 3 Peruvian officers aboard.

On 25 Feb the Peruvians were trans-
ferred to a Peruvian tug and EMMONS
continued on to Guayaquil, Ecuador,
arr. 27 Feb.

There is a gap in the war diary from
1-23 March 1942,

As of 23 Mar the ship is at Boston
comnleting an avail.; on patrol for
Com I until

Via N. Y. (1 Apr) for patrol duty with
EasSeaFron.

Vith TF 22 (acreening Ranger)

With TF 36 (Ranger again) to sail via
Trinidad (28-29 Arr) for ?

to launch Army planes from ocean point
{The lat. and long. of EMMONS on 10
May when planes were launched was

off Gold Coast of Africa; check Ranper
history for destination of cargo)
Returned via Trinidad (21-23 May) and
HYelville, R. I, (28 May), for avail.
at Boston,

iteturned here for rendezvous and oul
again same day for exerclses and pa-
trol at Argentia (5-20 Jun): escorted
companions to lewnort, arr. 22 Jun,
and returned to Boston the next day

for an avail. Returned to Newport
26 Jun.

Escorting troop shins ~icked up at
Boston (2-3 Jul) enroute.







SOURCE

DAIE

-
' 707-2

H

26 Jul

10 Aup

17 Aug

1 Sen

26 Zepn
13 Oct
25 Qet

N

5 Mov
7 Dec

27 Dec

12

22

12

12

L2
L2
{2

42
12

12

DEPARTED
5 Jul 42 ' Halifax

EMMONS (DD-457) -2-

SERVICE

ARRIVED

DATE

REMARKS

Seapa Flow
Secapa Flow

Scapa Flow

Greenoclk

Norfolk
Bermuda

Norfolk
Boston

Norfolk

Casco Bay

Scapa Flow, Opkneya

Scapva Flow
Scapa Flow

Greenock

Hew York

Norfolk
Bermuda
Norfolk

Boston
Key Vest

Hew York
Cristobal

15 Jul 42

31 Jul 42
15 Aug 42

30 Aug 42

9 Sep 42

28 Sep 42
15 Oct L2
24 Nov 42

26 Nov 42

10 Dec 42

17 Dec 42
2 Jan 43

Escortlng USAT Siboney and MS Aorangi
to rendezvous with Brit. convoy escort
11 Jul to guerd them to Iceland; EM-
MONS cont. on via Greenock (12-14 Jul)
to

Joined British Home Fleet; tng., for
coordination of American and Biitish
techniques.

Escorting HMS Duke of York to Hvalfj
Jjord, Iceland (28-29 Jul) and back.
Convoy escort duty to Greenock (11-

13 Aug).

Via Seidisfiord, Iceland for convoy
run to Murmansk, arriving at Vaenga
Bay, Kola Inlet, USSR, 23-2/ Aug, and
returning via same route to Greenock.
On 1 Sep ceased oper-ting as a unit
of the Brit. Home Flt.

Refueled at Hvalfjordu# 3 Sep enroute.
To Boston (1C-11 Sep) for avail.;
exer. in Casoo Bay.

Yore exer. and tng. in Chesapeake Bay.
Plane guard for carrier ops.

Sortied in TG 34.2 for the invasion

of Korth Africa; screened carriers
during flight ops. in support of land-
ings at Safi (8-13 Nov); back via
Bermuda (21-22 Nov).

Avall.

Anti-sub. exer.; departed 13 Dec to
rendezvous with South Dzkota to escort
her to

To Morfolk (R5-26 Dec).

Transited P. C, (9 Jan); on the 12th
embarked 6 officers of the Ecuadorian

Navy for observations. They debarked
the next day and she retransited P. C.







SQURCE

DATE

DEPARTED

EMMONS (DD-457) -3-

SERVICE

ARRIVED

DATE

|19 Jan 43
7 Feb 43

| 2 Apr 43

1 Aurr /3
10 Auve 43
22 Aur /3
21 Oct 23

3 Nov 43

' Cristobal

-Casablanca
Casco Bay

Argentia

Scapa Flow
Norfolk
Boston
Argentia
Norfulk

20 Apr LL

Casco Bay

New York]l‘

1 New York
| Fedhala, Fr. Morpcco

New York
.Argentia

Scapa Flow

Norfolk
Boston
Argentia
No-folk

Boaston

Mgrg-el-Kebir

26 Jan 43
19 Feb 43

11 Mar 43
5 Apr A3

19 May 43

9 Aug 43
11 ifug 43
30 Aug 43
24 Act 43

19 Dec 43

1 May 44

REMARKS

Escorting convoy.; avail,

Escorting convoy; shifting to Casa-
blanca 22 Feb.

Convoy escort; to Casco Bay for tng.
With TG 22.2 on practice and patrol
duty.

Operations with British Home Fleet
again. On convoy escort and patrol
to Iceland. During 7-9 Jul escorted
carriers for strikes (on Norway?); it
is called Operation CAMERA., Apparent-
1y all this patrol and ralding is to
tempt German fleet out cof Baltic and
Norweglan f jbpds.

Avall,

Screening lIowa on shakedown exer.
Screening lowa in T* 22; avail,
Sailed via Port Rogal, Bermuda (5-6
Nov) on advance scouting line for
Towa cerrying FDR for conference at
Teheran. Called at Azores (11-15 Hov)
before rendezvousing with Ivwa group
on the 17th; screened the BB for two
days. Entered Gibraltar (20-21 Nov);
then jolned Iowa again 21 Kov for
cruise to Bahla, Brazil (29-30 Nov);
Freetown, Sierra Leone (4-6 Dec);
Dakar (9 Dec); and was relieved of
escort duty 11 Dec, Got underway for
home via Bermuda (1A~17 Dec).

Avail.; exer. 1n Casco Bay. Rendez-
voused with Hanger for flight ops at
Newport and at Casco Bmy. lont. this
tng. duty uptil

Refueddd at Azores (26 apr); on a/s







SOURCE

i707-2

20 Jun 47

16 Jul 74

11 Aue 24

EMYONS (DD-457) ~4-

SERVICE

ARRIVED

REMARKS

Weymouth Rds.

Portland

Mers-el-Keblr

Taranto

Plymouth, England

Mers-el-Kebir

Taranto

Oran

10 Jul 44

30 Jul 44

21 Oct 42

hunts out of this port whlch resulted
in sinking 17 May of U-616 when she
alded Ellyson to the kill,

Exer. and nreparations for the inva-
sion of France. escort
Joined 31st MSF as defensive/for mine-
sweeping of assault channels thru the
German minefidlds; also participated
in shore bombardment on D-day 6 Jun.
On 9 Jun screened Texas to Plymouth,
returning to assault are a two days
later to serve on anbbr a/s screen
off "Omaha" and a/a screen off "Utah"
until 21 Jun. From 21-25 June she
was in Portland; then sortied as scree
n for heavy ships during bombardment
of Cherbourg (25 Jun). Shifted to
Plymouth anchorage (26-27 Jun): then
back to Portland.

Via Belfast Lough (30 June-4 July)
escorting transport convey.

Via Palermo (18 Jul) to 1ift CruDiv 7
and staff to Naples (19 Jul); under-
vay same day for Palermc (20-26 Jul);
then to Malta (27 Jul); back to Paler-
mo (28-29 Jul).

Sortied for the invasion of southern
France; shore bombardment on 15 Aug
followed By fire support for invadirg
forces.

Cleared area L6 Aug for Palermo (18-
19 fug); Tararto (20 Aug); Palérmo
(21 Aug); Ajacclo (22 Aug); back to
invasion area for patrol duty. &x-
cept for logistics in Oran from 6 to

12 Sep she cont. this duty until.







SOURCE
]
| 707-2

T

EMMONS (DD-457) -5-

SERVICE
DATE ‘pEPARTED ARRIVED _ DATE REMARKS
|25 Oct 44 ! Oran Boston 9 Nov 44 |Entered Boston NY for conversion to a
i . ‘ -i high-speed minesweeper; reclassified
! DMS5-22, 15 Nov 44.
=22 Dec 44 | Boston Norfolk 24 Dec 44 |Exer. in Chesapeake Bmy.
i 1 Jan 45 } Norfolk San Diego 15 Jan 45 |Transited P. C. (5 Jan); tng.
24 Jdan 45 San Diego Pearl Harbor 2 Feb 45 Minesweeping exer. in H. I.
7 Pearl Harbor Ulithi ? Via Eniwetok to staging ground.
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U.S5.5. Emmons (DD-457 and DMS=22 )

Summary of Command ing Officers!

Ret ired

Dates Rank
Lt. Cdr. Thomas C. Ragan, USN 12/5/41~10710742 V. Adm.
Lt. Cdr. Harold M. Heming, USN 10/10/42- 7/4/43 Captain

Cdr. Edward B. Billingsley, USN 7/4fu43-11/30/44 R. Adm.

Lt, Cdr. Eugene N. Foss, USNR 11/30/44~ 4/6/45 Captain

¥ % X X X% X x

1 Source: The ship's deck logs at the National Archives.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
April, 1997






U.5.5. Emmons (DD-457/DMS<22)

Obituary for Vice Admiral Thomas C. Ragan, USN (Ret. )*
1904~1990

Command ing Officer: 5 December 1941 to 10 October 1942

THOMAS CAMERON RAGAN '14 r
P Ty A YAdm. Thomas ‘C.

. #d Ragan USN (Ret.) died
on 7 November 1990 at
St. Joseph’s of the Pines
Hospital in  Southern
Pines, North Carplina.
He suffered from Alz-
heimer's disease,

Bomn en 21 January
1904 in Christiansborg,

: - d Virginia, he aftended
Christiansburg High School and was appointed to the
Naval Academy from his native state, A member of
the Class of 1924, he was on the boxing squad while
at the Acadeny,

Upon graduation, he served in the batileship NEw
YORrK and then the destroyer SmrrH THOMSON which
participated in the Second Nicaraguan Campaige. In
1932, he carned an MS from Harvard and then re-
ported aboard SARATOGA. Service followed at the
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard and with ComThree in
New York. He then served iz Lra as Exec and in a
similar capacity aboard Hopxins, afier which he
served on the staff of Commander Bartle Force.

Just'pricr to World War I, he was aide to the Presi-
dent of the Naval War College. On 5 December 1941
he assumed command of EMmONS at Bath, Maine,
and took part in Atlantic convoy duty. A year later, he
ficted out PHiLLip at Kearny New Jersey, and operated
with the Third Fleet in the Solomons. For that duty he
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat
HV.“ .

The admiral then served as an administrative aide
to YCNO in Washington before becoming Assistant
Director of Policy, Central Djvision in the Office of
CNO. In August 1945, he became ComDesRon
Twelve and also commanded DesDiv 23, Service fol-
lowed in BuPers, and then as ComDesRon Eight. In
1948, he assumed command of the cruiser MACON.
He then served as Assistant Director of the Interna-
tional Affairs Division in the Office of CNO. He next
became Chief of StafT to Cornmander Naval Forces,
Far East. :

The admiral served as ComCruDiv One in 1953;
ComBlockade and Escort Farce, PacFIt; and then be-
came Director of On-Site Survey Division in the Of-
fice of CNQ. His final duty was Chief of Naval Mis-
sion 10 Brazil before retiring in April 1959 as a vice
admirai on the retired list. He also held the Distin-
guished Service Medal, In retirement he lived in
Pinchurst, North Carolinz.

He is survived by his wife Margaret of Box 7,
Pinchurst, N.C. 28374; and 2 son, Thomas Jr. of
New York City. ' _

b
=

% Shipmate magazine, January-February 1991







U.5.8. Emmons (DD-457/DMS=-22 )}

Obituary for Captain Harold M. Hemlng, USN (Ret.)*
1906-1998

Command ing Officer: 10 October 1942 to 4 July 1943

On 3 January 1998, the Lord called Captain Hal Heming, USN (Ret.), home to Heaven.
He lived a full life having just celebrated his 91st birthday. He died of heart failure while walking
to dinner at his Anaheim, CA, retirement home.

Born and raised in Newburgh, NY, as the son of a ship builder, Captain Heming's desire to
go to sea started early. After high school he entered the Naval Academy and graduated in the
class of '30.

His initial sea tours found him serving on the USS Houston (CA 30) and the destroyer
tender USS Blackhawk. During these tours, covering a total of 5 years, he saw much of the
world visiting most of the ports in Europe and the Far East. He was Communications Officer
aboard Houston during President Roosevelt's month long "cruise” covering almost 12,000 miles.

At the end of these tours Captain Heming married Wanda Colbert of Philadelphia. They
had met while Wanda was attending the University of Washington and the Houston was
undergoing overhaul in Bremerton, WA. Wanda's father, Captain Jack Colbert, USN, was a
career Supply Corps officer who had come up through the enlisted ranks.

After these junior officer tours, Captain Heming was selected for Submarine School and
then served as the Engineer of the S-23 in Pearl Harbor. During much of his time on §-23,
Captain Colbert was also stationed in Pearl In 1937, Captain Heming was selected for
postgraduate work in Naval Engineering and spent two years at the Naval Postgraduate School
on the grounds of the Naval Academy.

~ Although completing qualifications in submarines, Captain Heming's engineering services
were needed in the surface fleet. He served on the precommissioning crews of two destroyers,
the USS Stack (DD 406) and USS Emmons (DD 457) where he served as Engineer and
Executive Officers, respectively. Shortly after the attack on Pearly Harbor, Captain Heming
served in the North Atlantic protecting convoys from German U-boats. In 1943, he returned to
the building ways and served as Engineer during the building of the USS Bataan (CVL 29) and
later as she saw service in the Pacific, including Guam, Iwo Jima and Kwajalein.

As the tide was turning in both the Atlantic and Pacific theaters, Captain Heming was
transferred back to the Naval Academy as Third Battalion Officer. There he rejoined Captain
Colbert, serving as the Academy’s Supply Officer. Captain Heming later became USNA’s First
Lieutenant during a major renovation and expansion of Bancroft Hall (wings 5/6).

As a senior officer, Captain Heming then embarked on a number of staff and command
tours. He was Commander Destroyer Division 22, homeported in Newport, R, and operating in
the Mediterranean. He served as Commander Underway Training Unit, Yokosuka, Japan, for a
brief one year tour until serving on the staff of the Naval War College in Newport. He then took
command of the USS Fremont (APA 44), homeported in Newport and operating in the
Mediterranean. He then commanded Naval Beach Group Two in Norfolk, VA. His final afloat
command tour took him back to Newport as Commander Destroyer Squadron 12 and as the
senior destroyer officer in Sixth Fleet.

Captain Heming completed his 30 year active career in June 1960 after completing a tour
as Director of the Naval Postgraduate School’s Engineering School in Monterey, CA. After his

Courtesy of his son, Captain David M. Heming, USNR (Ret.)
(U.S. Naval Academy, Class of 1969 ),



retirement, he settled down briefly in the Pebble Beach area. He later moved to Walnut Creek,
CA, and served on the extension staff of the University of California at Berkeley until 1965.
During his retirement, be supported the community serving with the Concord chapter of Cerebral
Palsy and Guide Dogs for the Blind. He was also very active in the reunions and seeking a new
USS Stack and USS Emmons. _

After the death of Wanda in 1979, Captain Heming moved to Southern California to be
closer to his daughter and son-in-law, Pat and Bill Hiner. Pat provided much appreciated
assistance to Dad through a variety of minor and major illnesses.

Captain Heming is survived by all three of his children: Bill in Staten Island, NY, Dave in
Gales Ferry, CT and Pat in Fullerton, CA. He also has 7 grand children and 2 great grand
children.

The funeral washeld on 16 January with full military bonors and attended by all of his
immediate family and a number of Navy shipmates and friends. He was interred in Arlington
National Cemetery next to Wanda and less than 100 yards away from Captain Colbert and his
wife, Mae.

Psalm 107:23-24



U.§5.5. Emmons (DD-u57/DMS-22)

Obituary f‘or Rear Admiral Edward Baxter 8illingsley, USN (Ret. )%

1910-1997

Command ing Off icers & July 1943 to 30 November 194l

Funeral Notice
R

BILLINGSLEY :
tdward Baxter Blllingsiey.
RAdm. (Ret.) USN — Admiral

Billingsley died . In Tampcl on
September 3.
A graduate of |
the U.S. Naval
Academy In
1932, his first
seq duly was
aboard - the
USS “NEVADA,
He served on

the China
statlon
aboard the
gunboat
‘SACRAMENTO,
the last coal
burning ship in the ncnry He then
spent fwo years on the crulser
CHICAGO as Assistant Engineer
Officer, followed by two years at
the Naval Training Station,
Norfolk, Virginia. In August 1941
he was assigned to USS EMMONS,
which, after commissioning in
December, engaged in patrol
and convoy work .in the North
Aflantic until the summef of 1942
when she ‘operated. with British
Home Fleet at Scapa Flow.
EMMONS was one-of five British
and American Destroyers which
accompanied  the .- -cruiser
TUSCALOOSA to” Murmansk to
bring out survivors of the-il{ated
Convoy PQ-17 and to deliver
supplies to the Soviet forces. He
assumed command of the
EMMONS in July 1943. On 6 June
1944 his ship was engaged in the
invasion of Narmandy at Omaha
Beach. In August 1944 the
EMMONS participated in the

invasion of southern France.
Bilingsley was awarded the Silver
Star for his work at the invasion of
Normandy, and the Bronze Star
for thaf in southemn France. After
the falt of Germany the EMMONS
was c¢onverfed to a mine-
sweeper, and lost to kamakazi
action in Okinawa In 1945.
Meanwhile, Billingsley had
assumed command of the
destroyer BOLE, where he
remained on duty in Wsstem
Pacific waters until 1946,
Following the war he received qn
MA at Northwestern University,
then spent two years with the
Bureau of Naval Personnel. Affer
assignment as Executive Officer
of the USS COLUMBUS, he spent
two years as Operations Officer
at Pearl Harbor. He then assumed
command of the U3S MONTROSE,
which operated in the western
Pacific. Affer that duty he was
Commanding Officer at Subic
Bay Naval Station in  the
Philippines, then Commanding
Officer ot the Naval Reserve
Training Center at Indianapolis.
After retiring from active naval
duty in November 1959 as Rear
Admiral (Ret.), he altended the
Goethe Institute in Germany and
the University of North Carolina.
Foilowing the completion of his
doctorate, he taught Lafin
American thtory at the University
of South Florida for 12 years. He
was the .author of In Defense of
Neutral Rights: The Unifed States
Navy and the Wars of Inde-
pendence in Chile and Peru,
and The Emmons Saga. Admiral
Biflingstey is survived by his wife
of 57 years, Patricia Malloy
Billingsley.
MARK 1} FUNERAL HOME

* Obituary courtesy of his widow, Patricia M. Billingsley, and
Winifred 8. Fass.







U.5.5. Emmons (DD=-457/DMS-22 )

Obituary for Captain Eugene N. Foss, 11, USNR (Ret, )
1912-1995

Command ing OFf icer: 30 November 1S44 to & April 1945

Eugene Noble Foss, 2nd, 83, of Ridge Farm, Franconia, passed
away peacefully on November 14th after a brief illness. Named
for his grandfather, a three-term governor of Massachusetts, he
is survived by his wife of 57 years, Mary Winifred Brown, three
sons: George of Sugar Hill, Paul of Franconia, and Lyman of
Manchester, Vt., and two sisters, Dora (Foss) Mann of Dedham,
Mass. and Barbara (Foss) Garrison of Lincoln, Mass. Theare are
five grandchildren: Eleanor Drinkwater Foss, Charlotte Merrill
Foss, Gardner Noble Foss, John Wheeler Foss and Alexander

Sturtevant Foss.

Mr. Foss was a veteran of World War II where he was a plank
ownar of the USS Emmons, DDS 457, DMS 22. He entered the Navy
Reserve as an Ensign in 1934, was activated in 1940, and rose to
command in late 1944. The vessel was lost to Kamikazes in the
invasion of Okinawa on April 6, 1945, with a gubstantial loss of
life. Mr. Foss, however, was blown overboard and wag later
saved, having spent several hours in burning oil. He spent
nearly a year in burn recovery and was retired from the Navy as a
Captaln in 1946 with a Purple Heart and Silver and Bronze Stars.
The USS Emmons holds a biennial reunion and Capt. Foss was a very
active member of the association.

Mr. Foss was educated at Nobla and Greenough School in
Dedham, Ma., class of 1930, and Harvard College, class of 1934
where he received a bachelors degree in Mechanical Engineering.
For many years, he was associated with the B.F. Sturtevant Co. of
Hyde Park, Ma., which later becamea the Sturtevant Divieion of
Westinghouse, specializing in all forms of heating, cooling and
moving of air. He was also the Director of Research at Hersey-
Sparling Meter Company in Dedham, Ma., until he chose to retire
to Sugar Hill in 1961.

His local activities included serving aes Chairman of the
Sugar Hill Planning Board. As the town was formed in 1962, Mr.

Foss played a reole in tha run-up to a successful vote on local
zoning in the late 1960’'s. Mr. Foss also served one term (1966-

68) in the New Hampshire legislature where he was a member of the
Liquor Laws Committee. In 1984, the Fosses sold the home they
had renovated on Pearl Lake Road in Sugar Hill and moved to

Franconia.

For a number of years, Mr. and Mrs. Foss took annual vaca-
tions by motor boat from Burlington, Vt., to varied places such
as Chicago, Ill., and Corpus Christi, Texas. Their visits also
took them to Sarasota, Fla., where they owned briefly, and most
recently to Jacksonville, Fla., where they are members of Fleet

Landing.

Arrangements are being handled by Pillsbury. 1In lieu of
flowers, the family wishes donations to be made to diabetes
research.

* Obituary courtesy of his widow, Winifred 8. Foss.






Looking aft at the after gun platform of another 4—qgun Benson/Livermore-class destroyer, the U.5.5. Aaron
Ward (00-483). This is how the Emmons looked when she was commissioned In December 1541, A quad 1.t~in.
machine gun/cannon was mounted to starboard (at left) along with a 20-mm., short-range ant laircraft gun to
port. Centerl!lined, aft of the mainmast, Is the curved windshield for the Secondary Conn station. These
weapons were repiaced with two twin 40-mm. gun mounts during an avallabil ity at the New York Navy Yard in
January-February, 1943, (ofricial U.S. Navy Photograph.)







This view of a quad t.1=Inch/?75 machina gunfcannon on a destroyer escort shows
what the mount on the starboard side of the Emmons's after gun platform looked
/ike. (1t was balanced there by a 20-mm Oer! [kon machine gun/cannon to port.)
Dubbed as the "Chicago Piano" for the way it rfired, this medium-range antiair-
crart weapon was replaced on U.S5. destroyers in 1942-43 with the much more efa=-
Fect ive 40-mm Bofors automatic gun, in single, twln and quadruple mounts. The
"one polnt ones™ could fire 150 one-pound high explosive shells per minute per
barrel, Ammunition In 8~round clips was passed up from below through two rec-
tangular scuttles in the deck called "slots.” Although this wedpon was diffi-
cult to maintain and unrel iable in use, around 1,000 of them ware built before
product ion ended In 1943, and some remained [n use aboard older ships and aux-
il laries until the war ended in 1945, {Crficial U.S5. Navy photograph.)







In 19k1 the 20~mm Oerl ikon alr-cooled machine gun began to replace the ,50=cal.
water-cooled machine gun as the Navy's standgard | ight antiaircrart weapon. (It
was also called a machine cannon because it fired explosive shells,) This ear-
ly Mark 4 version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two /oaders.
When fitted with the Mark t4 gyroscopic sight, [ntroduced [n 1543, a range set=
ter was also required to enter range data. The Oerlikon had an efrfective range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (OfFicial USN Photeo.)







The U.S.S. Emmons (DD-457) (Lt. Comdr., Harold M. Heming) puliing alongside the
ascort carrier U.$.5. Santee (CVE-29) to refuel! in early November, 1942, while
en route Bermuda to Franch Morocco to participate In the invasion of North Ar-
rica, Operation "Torch®. In the foreground is one of the carrieris twin 40-mm
Bofors antiajircraft gun mounts. {orticial U.S. Navy photograph.)







"Dauntless" SBD dive bombers (! ined up, center) and "Wildcat" FuF Pighters
(ar right) on the Pl ight deck of the escort carrier J.S5.5. Santee (CVE-29)
in early November, 1942, while the ship was en route to participate in the
invasion of North Africa. A former fleet ciler, the 1!,400-ton Santee was
one of the larger escort carriers in Wworld war Il. She was 553 reet long,
and she could carry about 30 planes. (orricial U.S. Navy photograph.)







The U.S.5. Emmons {(DD-457) (Lt. Comdr. Harold M. Heming, USN) during an avail-
ability at the New York Navy Yard, 1/26=2/3/43, This view, looking aft, shows
the ship's quintuplie torpedo-tube mount, located between the stacks. The (.S.
Navy's standard 2t-inch torpedo in World War Il carried an 825-ib, warhead and
had a range of 6,000 to 15,000 vards, depending on the speed setting (26.5, 33
or 45 knots ). {Official U.5. Navy Photograph.)



















The U.5.5, Emmons (DD-457) (Lt. Comdr., Harold M. Heming,
the Navy Yard there from 26 January to 3 February 1943,
side of her after gun platform, Just forward of Mount No.

USN)

it e

in New York Harbor after her availability at

Note the twin 40-mm. Bofors gun mount on the port

3.

The Emmons was armed at this time with seven

Oer! ikon 20-mm. antialircraft guns: three forward of the bridge in a bilevel arrangement, two on the bridge

wvings and two abreast the after funnel.

(orficial U.S. Navy Photograph.)







Excerpt from Destroyers in Action
by Richard A, Shafter.*

“4 Lovely Skip”

Destroyers! Mention the word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picture of a lictle ship steam-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battlewagon’s heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the little ship is tossing like a cork, with the white
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starboard. There are a couple of
splashes on her portside and 2 moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tin fish she has sent on their
voyage of destruction. And a short while later there
is a terrific crash. The enemy’s sides and decks are
clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards apart. And another naval
barttle is won.

It is an inspiring picrure that has 2domed many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it's even more romantic than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “tincan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it’s most versatile. If Kipling’s crack
about the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she’s 2 work-
horse.”

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on its way to church, it’s
all one to a farmer’s workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine patrol roday: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed partern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater raider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on a convoy of merchantmen: running breach-
lessly and tongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and then tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size 2nd number, whether aircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
horned eggs to drop in waters the enemy’s fleet is cer-
tain to traverse. Then again, they might give her a

*New York: Cornell Maritime Press,

1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out to sweep the
channels leading to a new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown chere, and
then the next day convert her into a fast transport and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yet on their way with reen-
forcements, supplies, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
that has landed them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of.

Then again, on duty with z task force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the actual engagement begins, throwing a smoke
screen around the carrier or bartlewagon to spoil the
enemy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
battleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it’s the destroyer
that rushes in close, though the heat may blister what
patches of paint are still left on her sea-bitten plares,
and takes off the men still left alive after the unsuc-
cessful battle to save their doomed ship. As the hull of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the tide,
a roaring inferno, yet still floating, it is the destroyer’s
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bottom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy'’s hands.

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer’s lot. Many a flier, shot down by ack-
ack,' or forced down in a gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefatigable DD would not
give up the search. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gallons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid to a
DD for each of irs fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DIY’s do it!” has almost become axiomatic
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverability, their relatively high firepower

OVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy's true “expendables.”

The spirit of the lictle ships reflects itself in that of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bit apart from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man might get a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yet the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it’s a dog’s life, in his innermost hearr glories in the
hardships his particular trade imposes upon him. He’s
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “softies.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Patrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. Burt let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn’t ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed action, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nurshell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gotta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of writing like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a lictle ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of duty
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Battleships are a little like steel cities or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields.

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clean lines of her, in
her speed and roughness, in her curious gallantry.”



The U.S.S5. Emmons (DD-457) (Comdr. E. B. Billingstey, USN) under way at Norfolk, Virginia, on 1 November
1943, This full-length view shows the four 5=inch/38 dual-purpose guns she used so effectively when she
provided close~in gunfire support for the U.S. troops on "OMAHA" Beach, Normandy Beachhead, France, on 6
June ("D-day") 1944, Each of these guns could fire 15-20 rounds/minute. Two days after this photograph
was taken the Emmons safled from Norfolk to Joln the advance scouting line for the battleship v.s.5. Jo-
wva (88~61), carrying President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Teheran Conference. At this time the Emmons
had Measure 22 camouflage; lower hull in Navy Blue and all above in Haze Gray. (U.S5. Navy Photograph.
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"Operation Neptune” was the code-name for the amphibious landing phase of
"Operat fon Overlord,” the invasion of Europe. ©On June 6, 194k, an armada
of 2,727 Allied shlps and small craft crossed the English Channel to land
troops on the coast of Normandy, France, about 80 miles south of the Eng-
I ish Channel ports of Portsmouth and Southampton. After escorting a Mine
Sweeper Flotilla to the Bay of the Seine, the Emmons Joined the Fire Sup-
port Group which provided close-In gunfire support to the American forces
at the eastern end of the "Omaha Beach" Sector. (Morison, Vol, X1)
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UNITED ETATES BHIP EMMONS (DDLGET) - Tuesday & June IQLILL_

{Day) { Duta) {Adwnid)

Otoh

Steaming on course 192% t&pge) 190°(pac) in company with USS DOYIE as excorts to mine
sweeper .squadron 31, of H. M. C. N. Steaming at 10 ¥hots keepding station on right flank of rear
mnost mne sweeper with USS DOYIE 600 yards astern of this vessel. Ship in condition of readiness
"one", All hands at battle stations. 0039 changed course to 119°(t&pge) 121°(psc}. 0205 changed
course to 125°(t&pgc; 131%psc). 0231 changed course to 210°(t&pge): 217°(psc). ' 0245 changed
course to 190°(t&pge) 198%(pse). 0359 stopped all engines, lying to off French Coast in Bay of
Seipe, having completed assigrment as escorts to mine sweeper squadron 31, awaiting ®H" hour in

compliance with orders for operation “Neptune®.
Q@M@, U. S. Navy.

4 to 8

) Lying to as before. 0500 maneuvering to take.up shore bombardment station. 0537 enemy
battery to east of Port en Beesin opened fire on thisshp and other ships of farce. Fire returmed,
expending 16 rounds 5"/3Bcal, no casualties. 0550 opened fire on target T-Li7 Colleville arga, for
scheduled shore bombardment phase. 0625 ceased firing, 256 rounds 59/380al expended, no cagualties.
0630 mmmenced harassing firs bshind beaches ag scheduled. 06,9 ceased fire s rounds 5"/38cal
expended, no casualties, 0650 maneuvering at various courses and at various speeds closa ipshore
searching for targets of gpportunity. 0719 put over "Dan" buoy in position 000LS6.6MW L9o22,3'N,
0759 returned fire with main and secondary battery on enemy battary to eastward and westward of

Port en Bessin, France.
dé. i%gn, U. 8. Navy.

Steaming as before, firing on targets of opportunity. 0836 ceased firing, expended 56
rounds 5"/38cal and 100 rounds Latt, no casualtiea. 1023 returned fire of enemy shore batterydwest
of Port en' Bessin, destroyed target with 2 rounds S"/3Beal, no casualties. 1151 commenced .firing
at enemy strong points in 'Port en Besein. 1158 ceased firing, expendéd 28 rounds 5%/3Bcal and 1450

rounds LOMY, no casualties.
@g. V%}n, U, S. Navy.

Steaming as before. 1200 sighted U. S. Army Duck with peraonnel adrift. 1215 rescued
personnel, took Duck in tow. 1249 commenced firing upon enemy occupied area. 1252 completed firing
20 rounds expended, no casualties. 1320 tranaferred U. S. Army Duok .and persomnal to the USS CTO 24
retained BOURCEOIS, J., U. 8. Army on board for medical treatment. 1537 cammenced firing upon enemy
position. 1543 ceased firing, Lb rounds expended, no cgsualties.

. A B "
Q. . » tenant (jg), U. 8. N. R.

Steaming as before. 1600 sent glg to recover wounded men in the USS LCI 93 which is
roceiving enemy fire on shore off "Fox Green" beach. 1633 gig returmed with 6 wounded men. Received
18 men aboard from other small craft. Following named men are aboard from the'USS LCT 93: TREGOWING,
W. A. Chief Machinist, USN; McCULLOUGH, R. F., CGM, 527 S32, UscO; MILIER, W. M., 617 838, Sle, USCG;
PA®NINI, F., 602 958, UScO; WILCOX, F., 30u0 004, CBM, USCG; WADE, A., 510 722, CCS, USCG; AZWELL,

H. B., 612 967, S5Cic, USCG; BARRETT, R., 502 722, @3c, USCG; IMOFF, 251 583, MolMM2c, USCH; WOLF, A.,
526 606, CQM, USCG; TEMPLETON, A., 613 131, @3¢, USCO; FOIEY, J., 519 515, RM3e, USCG; RAGER, N.,
589 876, Rf2c, USCG; McCRARY, R., 613 029, Slc, USCG; POUNDS, J., 559 7.8, Fle, USCG; FEREBEE, H.,
S6h 672, S2c, USCG; NICHOLS, G., 591 762, BM2c¢, USCG. The followinr nemed men from the US LCI L87:
ELLGEN C., 859 21 03, MoMi2c, USNR; SCIIWARTZWALDER, R., 800 39 57, S2c, USMR; STOWEBACH, L., 24,9 73
28, S2¢, UXN. 1815 commenced firing on enemy position with maln battery.. 1830 ceased firing, 66
rounds expended.

8.to 12

12 to 16

16 to 20

/ tenant (jg)}, U. S. N. R.
20 to 2

Steaming as before. 2100 commenced firing om enemy battery which is retuming our fire.
2130 ceased firing, 222 rounde expended, no casualties., 2148 commenced firing on supposed enemy
position. 2151 ceased firing, 8 rounds expended, no casualties. 2220 fired depth charge at half
sunken Rhino attempting to sink same. Depth charge failed to explode: 2237 fired starboard charge
at the Rhino, Rhinc left in sinking condition. 2300 commenced maneuvering on various courses and
speeds remainming approximately 3000 yards off Port eng‘m Z ‘

L (g}, 1. S, L. R

L
APPROVED: 4 EXAMINED:

us N COMMANDING, E. N, FOSS, 2nd., Lt. Comdr., u.swR. uavieator

TS BPE FDRI‘\’ARDED DIRECT TO THE BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNIL AT THE END OF EACH MONTH
U. 8. GOVELNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:10Md O - 5T1MM]







"The Battle for Fox Green Beach,” a watercolor by combat artist Lt. Dwight Shepler, USNR, showing the
U.S.S. Emmons (DD=-457) (Cdr. Edward B. Bill ingsley, USN) bombarding enemy positions in support of the
land ings at Omaha Beach, Normandy, on June 6 (D=-Day), 1S44. After firing on assigned targets the Em-
mons closed to within 1,500 yards of the beach to engage enemy shore batteries and fire at targets of
opportunity such as mortar posts and enemy personnel. (Nat ional Archives)
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N FTTTIY L0, R FoDli57)
T A Y Card of Fleet Post Office,

Y ¥
“‘ \@ 1Ty b .o NeW ToTh, New York,

22 June 194k, N
_ ‘M‘W}’.‘f_/p D 76)/ 273
From: Commanding Officer, U. S. S, EMMONS. 7 Dm —1
Tos Commander In Chief, U. S. Fleet, :
Via: (1) Commander Destroyer Division THIRTY-SIX. '

(2) Commander Task Group 124.7 (Escort Group).

(3) Commander Task Group 124.9 (Bombardment Group).
(4) Commander Task Force 12} (Assault Force ®O®),
(5) Naval Cammander, Western Task Force.

(6) Commander In Chief, U. S. Atlantic Fleet.

Subject: Report and Narrative of Operations of U.S.S. EMMONS
(DDL4L57) during operation "Meptune® from 5 Jume 19hL
to 17 June 19,

Reference: (a) Articles 712, 874(6), U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920.

(b) Paragraph IIB of Annex "M to Commander Assault
Force "0" Operation Order BB-ll of 20 May 19LL
Serial 00681.

(c) Cperation "Neptune" of Allied Naval Gommander
Expiditionary Force. (on omne)

(d) Operation "Neptune®" of Naval Commander, Western
Task Force. (on west two)

Enclosures (A) Subject report.

1, In accordance with reference (a) and (b), subject

report is submitted as enclosure (A).
E./BS BI%HGSIEY. E; Ei ¥

ce:
CDS 10 (with enclosure)
CamDesLant, U.3. Fleet (with enclosure)

Cominch {advance copy)
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REPORT AND NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS OF U.S.S. EIBIONS (DDLS7) DURING OPERATION
NEPTUNE. FROM 5 JUNE T0 17 JUNE 9Lk, o ( ) o FERATIO

v
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1. After a false start on L June, cancelled and pestponed one day according
to the Postponement Plan, this vessel, accompanied by U.S.5, DOYLE, sailed at
1300 B 5 June from Weymout¥ Roads, Fngland, to repdezvous with the 31st Mine
Sweeper Flotilla as defensive escort, Rendezvous was' effected witheut difficulty
about 1800 B in lat, 50-05N, Long, 00-L7,5W, and sweeping of assault force
shannel #l through the German mine paryier was gommeneed. Station was taken
‘bout 1500 yards astern of leading US, DOYLE in column 600 yards astern. Station
tegping was difficult as MS used for formations and maneuvering Brit.ish flag
and light signals whose meanings were wkmowm, i

2. Sweeping of chamnel #L was completed without incident about 0030 B/6th.
Sweeping of Omaha transport area and Omeha Fire Support Charnel. #3 was’ campleted,
also without incident, about 0330 B, at which time 31pt MSF withdrew to seaward
and RMMONS and DOYLE lay to about 3000 yards off Por{ ap Bessin awaiting time

to comence shore bombardment, and covering approach of heavy bombarding ships.
Shore bombardment was schaduled to begin at H-LO minutes (0550 B),

3+ At 0537 an enemy shore battery ¢n the blyff just cast of Fort enm Bessin
opened fire on us, Battery was estimated as 3* to L¥, and approximately 10
rounds were fired, obtaining no hits tut several very pear missew and straddles.
Fire was vigorously roturned, expending 16 rounds of 5%/38 Shell, and the batt-
ery was silenced for aeveral hours, This is believed to be the first naval
counterbattery fire, in the Omaha area at least, of the operation. Range was
betwean 2500 and 3000 yards, '

L. At 0545, five minutes early, shore bombardment of assigned targets cn
Pox beach was commonced, Gsneral firing by all bombarding ships was also starte
ed at this time, and heavy bombing af the beaches by aircraft was underway.
EIONS had moved westward from Port an Bessin area, but in order to avoid line
of fire of U.S5.5, ARKANSAS, FFS QEORGES LEQUES, and FFS l.'EQ_N'I'G.ALH6 a position
had %o be takon that required a true target bearing of about 240° and range
about 5500 yards, although ship was only 2000 ydrds off the shore. 258 rounds
of 5"/38, 2/3 AA Common and 1/3 Cammon, were fired with two casualtiés = hydrau-
lic line to rammer in Oun #2 split after second round and tho same casualty in
Gun #1 gceurred after 60 rounds, Both lines were promptly brazed during a later
lull and gave no further trouble. TOSTANOSKI, E.M., 608 27 72, Cox, USNR, rammed
35 rounds by hand in Gun #2 during this phase apd the gun missed no salvos.
#ire was lifted at H-5 minytes as scheduled, and the first baat wave hit the
beach about on time,

5. Spotting during this neutralization phase was' extremely difficult, ELMONS
and BALIWIN were both firing at same target area, and ARKANSAS gnd MONTCALY were
firing at adjacent onep. Heavy air bombing, plus concentrated fireé fiom several
16G'S, ICF'S and LCT(R)'S, was alsa in progress, and the beash arsas were shroud-
g¢d in dvst and smoke, Navigational ppsition wag maintained by Sa radar ranges
and bearings on Port en Bessin breakwatap; the only prominent’ landmark showing
on the scope, and gun range, bearing and elavation of the target were passed to-
.Control by phone. Sea was slightly choppy, swells about 1 foét high, wing force’
'3 from SW, visibility 5 miles, tide running Eastward about 1,9 knot3, The ship

“le ENCLOSURE (A}






REPORT AND NARRATIVE OF. OPERATIONS OF UIS.S. R TNS: (224;57) ' DURING OPERATION
NEPTUNE FROM 5 JUNE T0 17 JUNE 19hk. (Cont'd)-

zould be m&'intained._iri reasonetly clese position by twisting, and ldc'ing ahead
on one engine. A dan buoy was dropped later to maintain an zccurate position:
for fire support. '

6. From H to H + 20 minvtaz, L1 rourds 5%/28 24 Cormion were Sired at
designated target arcas b<hind Leach Fox using alr burst o e enemy reinforce-
ment of beach defences. Tarret armas were stili obscured and results could not
ba observed.

7+ Shore Fire Control Party #9.assigned to us was 'scheduled to land at
4 + 30 minutes but evidently did not make it, ‘ds no.commmications. were estabw
lished all day until 1930. At that time a %tegt transmission pn . CW awdliary
frequency was heard and ackncwledged and EMMONS was .told to YStandby-wait". No
further word was ever recaived either on CW'or on tha two FM voice frequencies
provided, although we mada Irequent calls:-for two -more days.. It i# not known
what happened to this perty, ond their failure to make contdet was most disappoint-
ing. As a result we hud no knowledge of locations of ourtewn forces, and we
fired on targets of opportunity only with reluctance, and after’ considerabtle delay
attempting to confirm their enemy character. Commander Task Group ONE TWENTY-
FOUR polnt NINE was of great assistance in designating targets over TBS.

8. The Port én Bessin area was technically a British sector, tut as no
British forces were preseat and the strongpoints in the vioinity were still
troublesome, they were taen under fire at intervals from 0800 to 1500, firing
a total of 186 rounds 5"/38 and 550 rounds LOMM. The ARKANSAS was also coachsd
on by TBS to complete the destruction of an emplaced gun to eastward of the
town, using 12% AP projectiles. Enemy persomnel were strafed with LOMM fire ’
and a small German naval craft  béhind -the breakwater was shelled using air
burst as she could not be hit directly. During this period RS!ONS lay to
approximately 1500 yards off shore and good observation could be had of shore
activity in the area.

9. An enemy mortar post concealed in a hedgerow behind Fox beach was des-
troyed by L rounds of 5"/38 at 1537.. This post had been actively opposing
landings on the beach and wes finally revealed by its puffs of smoko. At 1815,
66 rounds were expended in desroying the Colleville Chvrch Stecple, whose
Se as an enomy observation post had been reported by CTG 124.9¢ :

. 10. At 2100 while lying off shore west of Port en Pessin, an enemy battery
pelieved to be L 881 guns, possibly carried by ‘fanks, opened fire gn.us, dropping
several very close straddles, This battery.alsc fired'on the DOYLE hut registered .
no hits. The origin of the fire could not be detérmined, “but the .whols area of
the bluff was heavily coverdd with 5" and LOMM fire from both ‘ships, FMIONS ex-
pended 222 rounds 5%/38 and L6k rounds LOMM., The battery ceased fire and caused
no further trouble, tut it is not known whether it was destroyed.

11. Iight air raids over the transport areas _bbo_k_ Place tha night of D/I_)+1.
No enemy planes approached ‘¢lose enough.to take undér fire. One German pilod.
was picked up from the water, but died within ‘an hour of S¢vere internal in—
juries. _

~2~  DICIOSIRE (A)






REPORT AND®NARRATIVE OF OPFERATIONS OF U.S.S. BOMGES (Tl:57) DIRING OPERATION.
NEPIUNE FROM 5 JUNE TO 17 JUNE 1SkL. {Coni'd). '

12. About 0%00/7, short usa way obtained of the SFCP assimmed to the
BALDTIN. Thirty rounds 5"/38 were fired at inland targsts at ‘Mosles (705035)
under its direction = results reported successful.

13. Suspected mobile gun emplacencrnts wero takenm under fire at 1000 along
the eliffs west of Port en Bessin wita 51 rour:is 5"/38, Results were unobserved.

1. No further shore bombardment was undertakon as locations of own forces
werc unknown and eontact could not be made with assigned SFCP. Ship subsequently
reported for duty with area screoon and later to CTF 129, after a trip to U.K.
for replenishment, :

DIFFICULTIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. Adoquato liason with the mine sweeping group should have besn provided.
Tho mine swoeper's signals, flags, manouvers, formations and swaeping mathods
were practically unknown and considerable difficulty in kooping defensive
station on them was experivnced. Only one short conference betwoen Commanding
Officors of EMMONS and DOYIE and Senior Officer 31lat MSF was held as the MSF was
not in the vicinity until just befors operations started.

2. A week before D day, this ship was shifted from Destroyer Squadron TEN
under Commander Task Force ONE TWENTY-TWO to Destroyer Squadron EIGITEEN under
Commander Task Force ONE TWENTY-FOUR to replace the ENDICOTT. Tho vast amount
of operational material, orders, intelligence, eto. for force "OT had to be
absorbed in too short a time, Operations with Desron 18 were unfamiliar but
fortunatoly no misunderstandings or mistakes resulted. When the ship was re-
turned to Desron 10 for duty, copies of Force "M operation orders werd not availe
able and many cormunication difficulties were exparienced. It is recommended
that flagships carry additional copics of such operation orders and related
material for issue to ships newly joining after operations are underwvay.

3s The ship's anchorage in Weymouth Roads, England, was too far (approx-
imately L miles) from the flagship (ANCON) and the beach for efficient wark, and
the lack of boats was koenly felt, as this ship had only ons motor whaleboat.

L. The ammunition supply facilitics in Pertland were considerably dis-
erganizeds It required a daily trip to the beach by an officer for four days to
obtain transfer authority for 45 rounds of WP shells which wera actually on a
coaster not a mile away.,

S. Voice radio discipline and security on TBS and TBL circuits were very
poor, Information on topics such as ship movements, linking them with coded
dispatches, were frequently given in plain language with the obvious result of
Jeopardizing our cryptographic systems.

6. Extonsive 1liason with the Army prior to such an assualt is a "must"
item. 1In particular the shoro fire control parties should become wall acquainted
with all ship personncl with whom they will have dealings, and arrange befarehand
a comprehensive plan of action. To insurc confidence in Naval gunfire support,
all possible Army Officers in the unit to which the SFCP is attached should make

- i ENCLOSURE (A)
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REPORT AND NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS OF U.S.5. BMMONS {LDLS7) DURING OPERATION
NEPTUNE FROM 5 JUNE TO 17 JUNE 194L. (Cont®d). _
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a careful study of the ships ordnance equipment, and pass such information down
the line in their own commands. The SFCP assigmad the BRIONS visited the ship
only 2 days before gotting undeiway and brought with them 6 or 7 Army Captains
and Iioutenants of the companies we wore to suppart. These latter had never been
aboard a destroycr or any other major warship, knew nothing of the ship*s gunnery
installations and fire control gear, and were greatly impressud at the advanced
equipment and means for fire control. They admitted theéy had been dubious of
our capacity to shoot accurately at land targets and had imaginaed we carried
little moro than the equivalent of several army fileld pieces. It is hoped we
sent them away with a healthy respoct for a ship's ability to support land
troops. _

7. A destroyer of this type could handle at least two SFCP'S. It was.the
general experience that a large proportion of the time the SFCP coyld not observe
or was moving up with the troops, and endther party located elsewhers in tha
vicinity in position to observe could have used the ship's gunfires support.
Targets of opportunity are wnsatisfactory at best, particularly if the locations
of friendly forces are unknown. A large proportion of the time the ships were
idle and their services could have bsen used if 2 or more SFCPs per ship had
been assigned. Spare parties could have been assigned to ships such as the
EMNONS whoxe regular party was either killed ar captured.

MATERIEL:

1. The 50 and S5A~2 radars operated faultlessly. Gunfire sheck caused no
casualties, and it is considered that these delicate equipments were outstanding
in their reliability.

2+ The FD radar was not satisfactory. It is believed that the installed
unit is at fault and not necessarily the design, as constant trouble with this.
set has been experienced, apparently beyond the capacity of sven manufaciurers
engineers to eorrect more than temporarily. Further report is made in separate
corraspondence,

3. The battery performed highly satisfactorily. Only two minor casua.lt.ias.
occurred = both to hydraulic lines to rammers =~ which were promptly repaired.

L. The special 1/50,000 chart maps with gridded overlays, the navigational
information, and the intelligence photos, sketches, amd monographs furnished
- were excellent and of inestimable value to understanding and earrying out our
mission. The British Military Grid System is easy to use and caused no
difficulties whatever,

-k - ENCLOSURE (A)






COMMANDER
WESTEAN SKA FRONTIER

WESTERN SEA FRONTIER

FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING

A16~3 SAN FRANCISCO, 2, CALIFORNIA

. End-2 on BMONS ltr, DD,57/416-3
. ‘ESE;{SJZ;{E’}f—-‘ 003 of 22 June 1944,
s 18 November 194

From: Commander Task Group 122.) (Commander Destroyer Squadron 18).
To: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via: (lg Commander Task Group 124.9

(2) Commander Twelfth Fleet.

Subj: Report and Narrative of Operations of U.S.S. FRONS (DD457)
during operation "Neptune" from 5 June 1944 to 17 June 1944,

l. Forwarded, rerouted as indicated above.

2»  The difficulties outlined in paragraph 2 under "Difficulties and
Recommendations" were not, in my opinion, as great as the paragraph in-
fers. Brief and specific operation orders and communication plans for
the shore bombardment and for the Area Screen were issued by me to obviate
the necessity to cover in detail the "vast amount" of other instructions.
It is noted that RMMONS, despite the unfamiliarity of operations with
another squadron, operated with no misunderstandings or mistakes. 4s to
the lack of Force "U" orders when EMMONS was returned to DesRonTen, I
doubt the need for such orders at that time.

3« I also do not concur with paragraph 5 as to the "very poor" dis-
cipline and security on TBS and TBL circuits. Considering thie large
number of commands and ships on the various circuits and the urgency of
tactical communications in the many fast-moving situations, discipline
was very good or at least much better than in two other amphibious
assaults I have participated in. As to security there were some few
violations and also some warning by responsible officers.

Le EMMONS! performance of duty both as a unit of the Omaha destroyer
bombardment group and in the Aresa Screen was excellent.

5 Transmission by Registered Guard Mail or U.S. registered mail is
authorized in accordance with Article 76(15)(e) and (f), U.S. Havy Regu-

lations.

CC: HARRY
CominCh
ComEleventhihib - g
GomDesLant 30040 5V
ComDesRonTen PR RIKIA M EIHVE Ot
ComDesDivThirtySix
ComDesilonti gditeen













The 4O-mm Bofors gun fired two-pound explosive shells with an effective range of about 2,800 yards. [t wgfﬁ
primarily an antiaircraft weapon, but the Emmons used these guns with good effect against German troops and

enamy strongpolints at Omaha Beach, Normandy, on June 6, 1944, There were sesven men in the gun crew for one
of these twin mounts: pointer, trainer, gun captain and four loaders (two for each barrel). The Bofors was

capable of firing approximately 160 rounds/barrel!/minute, but the actual number of rounds fired depended on
the abil ity of the loaders to provide an uninterrupted supply of ammunition. (Official U.S.N. photograph.)







#The Tough Beach,” a watercolor by combat artist Dwight Shepler, shows enemy
artillery Pire hitting U.,5. forces at "Omaha” Beach, Normandy, on the &6th of
June 1S4k, The Emmons sent in her gig to recover wounded men From LCI{L)~93
(Lang ing Craft, Infantry, Large), shown here aground and holed, and with the
assistance of other smal! craft she was able to log on board 17 of her crew-
membars. (Nat ional Archives.)







U.S5.5. Emmons (DD=457)
Decorat jons awarded for service during the amphibious

assaults on Normandy, France, in June, 1944,
and on Southern France in August, 19447

Commander Edward B., Billingsley, USN

SILVER STAR MEDAL

"For meritorious performance of duty as Command ing Officer of the
USS EMMONS during the amphibious assault on Normandy, France, and
the bombardment of enemy defenses at Cherbourg, France, in June
1944, Commander B8illingsiey maneuvered his ship through heavily
mined waters and under heavy and accurately controlled gunfire
from enemy shore batterjes, During the period from June 6 to June
25, 1944, his ship delivered accurate gunfire on enemy fortifica-
tions and gun emplacements, screened heavy ships and protected
them Prom enemy surface forces and submarines. The professional
ability and devotion to duty exhibited by Commander B8illingsley
on this occasion were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the United States Naval Service.” -

£ %k X & X X X X X X

Commander Edward B. Bill ingsley, SN
BRONZE STAR MEDAL

"For distinguishing himself by meritorious achievement as Command-—
ing Officer of the USS EMMONS prior to and during the amphibious
invasion of Southern France in August 1944, Commander Billingsley
displayed exceptional skill and resourcefulness in directing the
thorough training of his crew and in bringing his ship to a high
state of material readiness in preparation for the assault. Dur-
ing the execut ion phase of the operation, he daringly and aggres-
sively led his ship through dangerous and restricted waters in
close proximity to known enemy minerields and and within easy range
of hostile shore artillery, and del ivered such concentrated and ac-
curate bombardment against enemy shore installations prior to the
initial landings that all hostile strong points in the area were
silenced before effective counterfire could be returned. By his
initiative and fearless leadership, he was in large measure respon-
sible for the success of the pre-assault bombardments in weakening
enemy resistance on the beaches, and thereby contributed materially
to the early and successful establ ishment of the All ied beachheads
and to the overall success of the invasion. The exceptional abil-
ity, calm and determined act ion and outstanding devotion to duty
displayed by Commander Billingsley refliected credit upon himself
and the Naval Service.”

* Ok X X Ok K KX X K X

! Typed from draft citations on index cards at the Naval Historical
Center/Operational Archives, Washington Navy Yard. The formal
citations were probably reworded, and all of the Bronze Star
awards apparently qualified for the Combat "V" device.






UssS EMMONS - Decorations awarded (continued): Page 2

Lieutenant Commander Eugene N. Foss, USNR
BRONZE STAR MEDAL

"For extraordinary performance of duty as Executive Officer and
Navigator of the USS EMMONS during the assault on the coast of
France on 6 June 1944, Lieutenant Commander Foss successfully and
precisely navigated the ship during the opening phases of the as-
sault when it acted as close support for the British during the
sweep:ng of an approach channe! and the transport area. ©On the
night of C~1/0 Lieutenant Commander Foss safely nav:gated the ship
close inshore during the bombardment period under varying tidal
conditions and at times under fire rrom hostile shore batteries.

He was also in charge of the Combat Information Center during the
fire support mission period and directed operations of that organi-
zation, By his zeal and attention to duty he contributed material-
ly to the success of the mission."

%x % X % * ¥ X X ¥ ¥

Lieutenant ( junior grade) John J, Griffin, Jr., USNR
BRONZE STAR MEDAL

"For maintaining the gunnery department in a state of alertness and
readiness for over three days during the assault on Normandy,
France, with only fragments of rest for himself and his gun crews.
His battery fired 920 rounds of 5-in./38 cal iber in bombardment and
counter~battery fire without major mishap. He helped to spot and
e/ iminate enemy batteries which were shelling our landing beaches;
one a 75-mm gun on the point east of Port-en~Bessin, and one a mor-
tar in a field back of Fox Green Beach. He engaged an enemy bat-
tery of four mortars or tanks which were firing at the ship, seri-
ously endangering her, and temporarily silenced their fire."

* * % ¥ K X %k ¥ X ¥

George I. Kennedy, Pharmacist'!s Mate 3rd Class, USNR
LETTER OF COMMENDATION (RIBBON)

Your performance of duty while serving as a member of the crew
of the U.S.5. EMMONS on the afternoon of June 6, 1944, has been
brought to my attention. When an urgent visual message was re-
ceived from an LCI which was stranded on the beach and being
shelled by enemy mortars, requesting that a boat be sent to remove
the crew, you volunteered to help man the whaleboat and at great
personal risk proceeded to the LCI. B8ecause of low water and bar-
riers on the beach the boat could not be brought alongside the LCI,
but six members of the crew, four of whom were wounded and required
med ical attention, were rescued from the water and evacuated to the
ship. For your cool courage and decisive actions you are hereby
commended.
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ACTION REPORT

USS EMMONS L DD 457
SERIAL 004, o - 26 JUNE 1944

NARRATIVE ACTION REPORT OF BOMBARDMENT OF CHERBOURG)
NORMANDY , FRANCE, 25 JUNE 1944 WITH TASK FORCE 129.

AREA IN SUPPORT OF U.S.FIRST ARMY ASSAULT ON

COVERS BUMBARDING SHORE BATTERIES IN CHERBOURG
THAT CITY. TASK GRCQUP 129.1.

OEFICE 7 A A :.;;a;as H.J., ua.iA,.Y -






DaliS7 /A1 63 Ue 5 S RowONS (DDN57),

Serial OOy Care of Fleet Post Office,
Z o= Yaw York, Yew York,
SoNRERTAL e
Frams Camanding Officer, Us 3 S. BRBIMS,
Tos Commiander In Chief, U, 3, Floet,
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(2) Commander Task Force 129 (Commmder Support Force).
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() Supreme laadquarters Allled Expeditionary Force,
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= :m’ucnlm[ Care of Fleet Post Office,

New York, New York,
26 June 1944.

NARRATIVE ACTION REPORT OF BOMBARDMEMT OF CHERBOURG, NORMANDY, FRAMCE, 25 JUNE
194L, WITH TASK FORCE ONE TWENTY-NINE.

1. On 25 June 154lL, the BMOKS, as part of Task (roup 129.1 took part in the
bembardment of the defenses of Cherbourg with Task Force 129. In complisnoe with
referencos the following narrative report chronologlcally arranged is submitted.

0406 25 June - Underway from Fortland Harbor, Portland, England in company with
Task Qroup 129.1 ‘

05L8  Took station in screen on port beam of fourth heavy ship, distance 40O to
500 yards, conforming to channel. Order of ships in column, U. S. S.
TUSCALOCSA, U.S5.3 NEVADA, U.S.S. QUINCY, HMS QLASGOW, H.M.S. ENTERPRISE.
The crossing of tho Enplish Channel was uneventful.

0310 Bntered approach channel No. 1, previously swept by Task Dhit 129.3.1.

1018 Bntered Fire Support Arsa Mmbeor ns and began patrolling northarn and
wostern sldes of area st vorious speeds while orulisers and battleship ea-
tablished communications vith shors fire.control parties and plans-spotting
parties. No action occurred during this phase.

1158  Followed U.5.5. QUINCY down approach channel ¥o. 3 to Fire Support Area MNo. 3.

1210 Shoroe batterles opened fire on mine sweopers sweeping lower part of Fire
Support Area No. 3. Motor luounohes started laying emoke screen for mine
swaopers obscuring all viems of the beach.

1212 Crulears began returning fire on enemy batteries. EMMONS chunged course
to eastward and started to take station in eastern part of fire Support
Area M. U in accordance with ComDesRon 10 despatch 241855. While moving
eastvard had te como hard right to avold collision with U.S.S. GHERARDI
in smoke ecreen, OHERARDI backed hard to avoid. Proceeded to point north
of Cap Isvl and roversed course to westward looking for targata of opportunity,
maintaining general westerly heading at about 16,000 yards from the beach
at gtoorapgeway.

1258  Opened fire on small fort at sastern end of hreskwater from which flashes
of gunfire were observed, Target identified as Fort de 1'Est (Coordinatos
0-160267 on lambert Grid). Firat four salvos were indirect fire using ranges
and bearings from Combat, opening rangs 16,000 yards, closed to 15,000,
remaining salvos wore direct fire, point of aim, using stereo ranges.

-1- ENCLOSIRE (A)

- DECLASSIRED
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| *‘ ‘ - 26 Juns 1944.

RARRATIVE ACTION REPCRT OF BOMBARDMENT OF CHERBOURO, NORMANDY, FRAMCE, 25 JUNE
194k, WITH TASK FCRCE ONE TWENTY~KINE. (Cont'd),

-ﬁ-------——----——--.-----—.n-——--———l-——u----ﬂ-—

1313

315
LS

1402

1505

1509

1525

1537
2000

Target was crossed by first four salvos and on target on fifth and
remaining salvos. Vieibility was poor. On third salvo firing lead to
gun four failed, necessitating “kicking out" the projectils from that
gun. Casualty was restored after "cease firing " by renewing firing lock.
No other casualties were experisnced. About 1308 unknovm shore battary
opened fire on us and salvoz began to come uncomfortably close although
all were short. Retired to northward behind smcke from smoke pots dropped
by U.5.S. RODMAN.

Ceased firing at Fort de 11Est, having a:fpended N rmmds (32 rounds AA
Common and 32 rounds Common). Many hits were obtained on target but effects
are unimomn. Target was not observed firing after we engaged.

Heading on generally northwestern and western course at various speeds.

Startsd laying smoke screen to landward of H.X.S. GLASGOW, and U.S5.S.
QUIICY who were being engaged by heavy shore batteries, using F.S. and
funnel smoke, slgzagging on & southwesterly and westerly course. As we
passed to weat of QUINCY, battery which had been firing at hor shifted to
ue, firing several two pun salvos. Two salvos were close misses off the
port quartar.

Coased malding smoke and retired to northward, varioua courses and speeds.
Sighted mine dead shead in approximate position 49°51.0'N, 01°39.2'W.
During maneuvering to avoid mine drifted to eastward in heavy current and

lost sight of it. Began search at steerageway for mine in order to destroy
it.

Recaived orders to form on main body and ratire.

Sighted mine again dead ahead about 600 yards. Iensuvered to close it
and pank it with 20 MY and/or rifle fire. It did not explode. 20 MM
secmed to bounce off it without effect.

Rejoined main bedy retiring up swept chammel and formod screen on port
sgide.

Secured from goneral quartsrs prooeading to Fortland with Task Group 129.1.

Arrived Portland without further incidemnt.

" DECLASSRED | -2- ENRCLGSRE (A)
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ADDITIONAL SHEET

U.s s BONS (BOUST) Date .30 _June 190k

BILITNCSLEY, E. B., Commander - Mrs. Patricia M. Rlllingsley, (wife), 25 Prospect Place, New York
New York.

FOSS, E. M., 2nd., lieutenant Cormander - li's. Winifred B. Foss, (wife), 134 Middlesex Road,
Chestnut Hill, Mass.

BLAKE, E. C., Jr., lieut (jg) - M. E. C. Blake, Sr., (father), 2234 State St., Nem Orleans, la.

| WARNER, W. J., Jr., Heut (jg) - g;t::nj:’:m Js Warner, (father), 165 West Saint Joseph Street,
’ -

FRANCIS, H. K., Lleut (jg) - Mrs. Mary J. Francis, (wife), 3 Reid St., South River, N. J.

GRIFFIN, J. J., Jr., Lleut (Jg) - ¥Wrs. John J. Griffin, (mother), 1L8-15, 87th Road, Jamaica,
Long Island, N. Y. '

KENNEDY, G. R., Lieut (Jg) - Urs. Muriel M. Kennedy, (wife), 558 Iafayette Ava., Brooklyn, N. Y.
MENAUGH, T. H., Lleut (Jg) - Mrs. Maryln H. lenangh, (wife), 1437 Bstes Avenue, Chicago, Til.
HORWITZ, D., Ileut (jg) - Mrs. Iena Horwitz, (mother), 362 Buclid Ave., Elmira, N. Y.

GILLIGAN, J. J., Ensign - Wr. Harry J. Gi1lligan, (father), 2812 Ambleside, Cincinnati, Chio.
MERRILL, R. F., Bsign - Nrs. Betty Jene Merrill, (wife), 211 South Catherine St., Mobils, Ala.
SUTH, H. B., Jr., Ensign - Mre. Susanna K. Smith, (mother), 570 Fort Weshington Ave. New York, N.Y
SWEENEY, K. F., Insign - Urs. Eoma L. Sweeney, {(mother ), 65 Hicks Lsne, Great Neck, N. Y.

TAYIOR, B. W., Bnsign - Mrs. Virginia W. Taylor, (wife}, 3334 N. E. 59th Avenue, Portland, Oregon.
JONES, J. V., Ensign - Mrs. Ellanor Seymouwr Jones, (mother), 1106 El Camino Real, Burlingame, Calif
STEADMAN, A. W., Bnsign - Urs. Frederick V. Steadman, (mother), 108 South St., Northampton, Mass.
SHEERAN, J. J., Ensign - Miss Eathleen Sheeran, (sister), Poughquag, N. Y.

FISHER, O. R., Ensign - lUrs. Edith Fisher, (wife), L9 Grove St., New York, N. Y.

DAVIS, G. R., Machinist - Mrs. Edith Ruth Davis, (wife), 2933 W. 25th St., Brooklyn, N. Y.
ELLTICTT, R. T., Jr., Ensign - Mrs. Helen Josephine Elliott, (mother), 402 Fulton St., Riverton, N.J
NELSON, H. F., Ensign - Mrs. Harriet Duncan Nelsen, (wifs), 1100 Harvard Ave., Claremont, Calif.

WILLIAMSQI, C. R., Hleut (jg) - Wrs. Anne M. Willlamson, (wife), 39 CGrove Hil1l Park, Newtonville,
Wass.

#0n board for temporary duty.

" T o, 24

E. D. BILLDIGSILY, Comelr, y [BH, E. N. FQSS, 2nd. 3 Lt. Comdr. y 7. 5. VRvevigator,
Cormanding. o

(This paee 10 be sent to Burenu of Navigatlon monthly with Log slieets)
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U.S.5. Emmons (DD-457)

ABERNETHY, Ralph A., Jr.
AKERS, Eugene C,
ALLBAUGH, Edward D.
ALLEN, Car! C,
ANDREWS, Charites E.
ANTHONY, James A.
AYER, Donald W.
BASILE, Frank J.
BATES, Rupert E.
BECK, Clifford ¥.
BENFORD, Michael W.
BILGER, Frederick A.
BLAIR, Walter D,
BLOOM, Monroe H,
BLUME, Paul F.
BLUMER, Arthur L.
BOETTCHER, Herman M,
BORDER, George C.
BORELLI, John V.
BOWER, Harry T., Jr.
BOYLE, William J.
BOYSIEWICK, Walter (n)
BRAUM, Robert A.
BRILL, David ¥,
CAIRL, Frank R.,.Jr.
CALNAN, George F.
CAMPBELL, Robert L.
CARACC JOLA, Joseph P.
CARNELL, Granklin E,
CARNER, Robert L.
CARTER, George P.
CASSELL, Joseph A.
CAUDLE, Theodore F.
CHADSEY, Wwilliam L.
CHANTLIN, Clarence (n)
CHARA, Paul J.
CIELENSKI, Henry S.
COLE, Donald G.
COLLIN, Chariles R.
COLWECK, Roy H.
COMALANDER, John S., Jr.
COOPER, Russell F.
COPELAND, William D,
COPPOLA, Arthur J.
CORDREY, Charles O,
CORNETTA, Edwin J.
CORT 1SS, Warren W,
COUGHENNOWER, William E.
COWLEY, Charles T.
CRAWLEY, William F,
CREMEANS, Leonard L.
CRUZ, Sherwood A,

Y2¢
Flc
S1c
GMt ¢
S2¢
GM?! ¢
BM2c
S2e¢
wWT3c
SC2c
S1c
Fee
Stc
Ste
S2e
Stce
Ste
Filc
S2¢
Stc
S2¢
Stc
MM3c
S2c
Fec
GM3¢c
Fte
S1c
Sec
F1lc
S2e
Fee
Fee
RM3c
StMze
S1c
Ste
SK3c¢
RdM3c
Stc
SZe
CwT
SM3c
S2c
GM3c
FZ2e
S2c
EM2e
S1¢
MM1 c
Stc
FZe

CULKIN, Edward T.
CURRY, Donald 8.
DAVIS, William E,.
DAY, Robert L.

DEANS, Barttey (n)
DEESE, Billy R.
OELVE, Paul H.
DIENTREMONT, Stanley J.
QEVALENT INO, Nacey J.
DEVERELL, Roy I.
DEVERS, John H,
DIEHL, Raymond M.
airRuBBIO, Anthony (n)
DODD, Paul F.

DODZ IK, Andrew J.
DOLASKY, William E.
DONALDSON, John L,
DOWD, Chartles .
DOWELL, Robert (n)
DOZIER, Jessie L.
DWYER, Harold B.
EDELMAN, Jack (n)
ELLSWORTH, Richard J.
ESPOSITO, Anthony S.

FECTEAU, Charles (n), dJr.

FETTERHOFF, Charles B.
FLANAGAN, John J.
FLYNN, Patrick J.
FONTANA, Gregory A.
FousT, James D.
FRANKLIN, Edison F,.
FRANSECKY, Donald G.
GANDY, Ear! J.
GLUTTING, Robert J.
GOCELLA, Joseph A,
GRANA, Louis (n)
GREENLAW, Edward E.
GRIBBINS, Phillip J.
GRIECO, Julius R.
GUTHRIE, Robert E.
HAIRSTON, Daniel W.
HANSHAW, Evertt A.
HARDY, Chartles .
HAUGHNEY, Luke J.
HAUS, Clarence (n)
HEATH, Haroid J.
HEBERT, Philip B.
HECK, Kenneth E.
HENWOOD, William E.
HERLING, Edward H.
HERRON, George H., Jr.
HOBART, Earl! C.

MMZ2 ¢
ARM2e
CPhM
RM3c
S2¢
Sec¢
MoMMZ e
Fee
S2c
FCZce
RdMtc
FC1ce
MM2¢e
wrec
SoM2c
SoM2c
S2c¢
CRM
StMece
S2c¢
CTM™
S2c
MMT C
S1¢
S2c
MMZ2c
BMzc
SZc
wric
Filc
Sece
SZce
FCZ2c
wT2ce
Ste
Bkr3c
wTr2ce
MoMM3c
MMt C
CMl ¢
StM2c
Stc
SM2e
SC3c
CMM
MM1 c
Sfec
Ste
Fte
S2¢
GMI ¢
S2¢






USS Emmons (DD=457);: Muster Roll, 6/30/uu

HOFFMAN, Edwin L.
HOLLAND, Herbert F,

HORVATIN, Rudolph J.

HOWE, Hudson G.
HUBAL, Joseph P,
HUDSON, Louis P,

HUNKELE, George E., Jr.

HUNTER, Robert E.
IGOU, Frederick L.
INFANTO, O!Neil L.
IRISH, Vaughn L.
IRONS, Ear! J., Jr.
JACOBY, Philip A,
JENSEN, David (n)
JESSEN, Jes R.
JOHNSON, Arncild S.
JOHNSON, Joseph E.
JOLLY, Armand J.
KANARIAN, Paul (n)
KELLER, Charles L,
KENNEDY, Chester H,
KENNEDY, George T.
KESSLER, Jack L.
KICHLINE, John A,
KIDD, Richard E.
KISER, Martin R.
KOHL, Cleo R.
KORNEY, James (n)
KRAGTORP, Alvin O.
KROM, Edwin J.
KUBANY, Milan J.

LAJEUNESSE, Arsene L.

LAKIN, Louis E.

LA ROCCA, Anthony M,
LARSEN, Edward J.
LAWLOR, Frank J.
LAZZAT I, John L,
LEISTMAN, Harold R.
LETSON, Robert 8.
LEWIS, Simeon C.
LINKEWICZ, Peter A.
LONERGAN, John J.
LOVELESS, Donald R.
MADDEN, Howard C.
MALLOWAY, John S.
MALONEY, Richard «.
MANNINEN, Robert P.
MANN ING, John F.
MARTIN, Robert V.
McCARTHY, John P.

McCOLLISTER, Donald A.
McCONNELL, Thomas (n)
McCONNELL, William J.

McDANIEL, Robert .

QM3c
AMI ¢
Stc
AM3c
Bkr3c
FC3c
Ste
S2c¢
Ste
S2¢
wr3c
S2ce
GM2e
GM2¢
Y3c
EM3c
GM2¢
GM3c
MM2¢c
SM3c
GM2¢
PhM3c¢
S2¢
wTtc
8M2c
/T1c
SoM3c
wT3c
GMt ¢
S2¢
Y3c
F2c
SoM2¢c
Fec
FZce
F2ce
Ste
GM2¢c
EM3c
cCcstd
MM2¢
S2¢
BM2c
Ptr3c
BM2¢c
wT3c
Stc
MM3c
Ste
GM3c
RM2c
Ste
Ste
CMM

McGEOCH, Archibald W.
McGlaughl in, Ira E.
McLAUGHLIN, Michael J.
McLEAN, Bur! D.
McMICHAEL, Grover T.
MEHLE, John C.
MELKUNAS, Chartes P.
MELLEY, Harry J., Jr.
MESCO, Emmett, F.
MIERZWA, Stanley J.
MONTE, Joseph 0.
MOONEY, James A., Jr.
MOSLEY, Roosevelt (n)
NEEL, Allen P.

NEMES, Frank (n)
NEWMAN, Ralph W., Jr.
NEWTON, Richard H.
NICHOLS,, Robert F.
NICHOLS, Thomas H.
NIEBLING, James M.
NIX, William (n)
NOLL, William F.
NUGENT, James L.
O!BRIEN, Roy W.
O!'LEARY, Patrick C.
ORTON, Thomas D., Jr.
OTTO, warren P.

outLtD, William R,
PALICK!, Steven S.
PANGBURN, Daniel H.
PARMENTER, Charles F.
PARMENTER, Stanley A.
PARRINELLO, Frank (n)
PARSLER, George
PASQUALE, Michael J.
PATERNITI, Joseph P.
PATERNO, Andrew P.
PATTON, William R.
PAULIK, Andrew

PEASE, Maurice E.
PETERS, Horace Q.
PFEUFFER, Henry W.
PIETROBONO, Louis J.
PIRRELLO, Joseph S.
PISZCZEK, Joseph A,
POSEY, Eugene L.
POWELL, Martin S.
QUINN, Raymond F.
QUINSEY, Joseph H.
RANSOM, Earl! R,

REA, William J.
REGISTER, Bert (n)
RE 1D, Robert R.
REYNOLDS, Edward L., Jr.






USS Emmons (DD-457 ): Muster Roll, 6/30/4y
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RHUE, Clyde R.
RICHARDS, Francis E.
RINGENBERG, James D.
RISKUS, Albert E.
ROBBINS, James E,
ROBERTS, Will iam J.
ROBINETTE, Shufford J.
ROBINSON, Quentin E.
RUSH, Kenneth E.

RYAN, Lawrence P,
SACCO, Emil (n)
SCAMMACCA, Salvatore J,.
SCHRAFF, Robert P,
SCHULTZ, Robert J.
SEREWA, George E.

SHEA, Robert A,

SILVA, Manuel C., Jr.
S IMONEAU, Edgar R.

S IMONEAU, Gerard J. B.
SINCLAIR, Theodore E.
SMITH, Ralph D.
SOFRANKQ, Joseph P.
STANTON, James R.
STEVENSON, Allen ¥.
SURETTE, Leonard J.
SYNOSKY, Steven (n)
TARTAR, Julius (n)
TAUBERT, Gustave A., Jr.
TENEROWICZ, Thaddeus T.

Y3c
RM3c
S2¢
QM2ce
StM2c
QM2c
Ste
RdM2c
MMt c
wrze
TM3c
SoM3c
wTic
FCtc
Ste
RM3c
Stc
Ste
CM3c
SC3c
BM2c
Ytc
StM2e
CEM
Cox
MZc
MMt ¢
MM2c
MM3c

TEODORCZYK, Sigismund S.
TER BOSS, Francis G.
TERENSKY, Joseph, Jr.
THOM, Albert {(n)
THOMAS, William J.
THOMPSON, Henry O.
THOMPSON, John B.
TIERNEY, Raymand M,
TILLMAN, Eddie C.
TINKOVICZ, Peter J.
TITKO, Edward (n)
TOMPK INS, Arthur O,
TOOHEY, Richard H.
TOSTANOSK1, Edward N.
TRIPODI, Vincent F,
ULMER, Thomas J.
ULRICH, Arthur G.
VEAL, Clyne C.
WHITSON, Leland A.
WHYNOT, Harold W,
WILCZNESK!I, John P.
WILDER, Raymond L.
WOLF, Kenneth E.
WOODNICK, Joseph E., Jr.
WYNN, Harry W.
YECKE, Donald L.
YOUNG, Harold (n)
ZACHA, James M.
ZERINGUE, James J.

% N & % N E N N N R ¥

Enlisted complement on 30 June |94

270

&k & W F N W N N ® N B

! On microfilm at the National Archives.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.

August,

1997






CONFILENTIAL

ACTION REPORT

USS EMMONS . ondsy
SERIAL 034 - 1.17-ﬁUGUST ]9441j-

‘ACTION REPORT FOR U.S.S .EMMONS FOR PERIOD 11
AUGUST THROUGH 16 AUGUST 1944. B

PART OF TASK GROUP 85 .12 STATIONED IN FIRE
SUPPORT AREA SIX OF POINT SARDINEAU-CAPE SAN
TROPEZ DELTA ASSAULT AREA

OFFIGE OF ©AvAL RECORDS 240 LI33ARY






1i87/k6=3/3r3 U. 5. 3. BaoNs (ohis57),
Serial O3L Gare of Fleet Foet Qffice,
New York, New York,
17 August 194).
C~0-N-F-I-D-E-N~T-I-A-L

From: Commanding Officer.
Tos Cormander in Chief, U. S. Fleot.
Via: (1) Commander Task Group 85.12.

(2) Commander Task Force 85.
(3) Commander Task Force 81.
(L) Commandar Naval Forces Northwest African Waters.

Subjects Action report for U.S.5. EMMONS for period 11 August
through 16 Angust 194k.

Raferences i (a) Art. 712 U.S. Navy Regs. 1920.
(b) Appendix 7 to Annex "T" to CI¥F 8% Operation Flan 3-=4l.

Enclosure: (1) Subject action report.
P In accordance with referencee, enclosure (A) is forwarded.

This report includes the report of the Executive Officer required by
reference {a).

E. B. BILLINGSLEY.

ce
Advanced copy to ComInCh.
CIs 10.
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BN ST/RE=Y
ACTION REPORT OF U. S. S. BIMONS DURING
PERIOD 11 AUGUST, THROUGH 16 AUGUST 1Shli,

le In company with units of Task Group 85,12 (less F.S5. 1o MALIN, Ile
FANTASQUE, Is TERRIBLE) U, Sy S. BMMONS sailed from Tarante, Italy on 11
August, via route prescribed, and made rendezvous on 12 Aupust off Bizerte
with the three above mentioned French Destroyer lsaders, At 1B00B, 1L August
the Task Group joined assault convoy SF=lA northwest of Corsica as scheduled,
Course was set for the contral assault area,

2+ At approximatoly 0500B, 15 August Task Group 85.12 (Gun Fire Sup~
port Group) was detached to take up fire support stations, At O6LS RMIONS
was on station in fire support area six, approximately 3200 yards bearing 090°
from Point Sardineau, At 0639 12 rounds 5"/38 werc fired at target P-39 on
Cape San Tropez on report that this target had opened firee. No evidenco of
activity from this target had been observed by us however., At 0650 scheduled
shorc bombardment commenced on beach area from Point Sardineau northward to
southern limits of yellow boach, Bombardment was lifted at 0753 and the first
boat wave landed on time at 0800,

3. Fire was py director control, master pointer key. Range varied from
3200 to 4500 yards. Visual cuts to establish ship's position were readily obe
tainede A total of L79 rounds 5"/38, comprising 380 rounds AA common and 59
rounds common, plus 350 rounds LOMM, were fireds No return fire whatevar
was gncountered. As could be observed, the beach targets werc well covered,
Tho weather was clear with some ground hazo, sea calm, wind force ons from
northeast, wave swells 6 inches, no observable current., Owing to restricted
fire support area, the ship did not maneuver,

L. During shore bombardment phase, heavy air bombardment, plus cone
centrated firo from other bombarding vessels including ICC's, 1CG's, LGCT(R)'s
and Woofuses was also in progress and observation in the beach area was
difficult due to dust and smokcs

Se Shore Fire Control Party No, 25 landed with second wave, promptly
established communications, and proceeded repidly inland with their troops,
At 196, 32 rounds 5"/38 AA.common wore fired oncall fromthis party at a
suspected enemy OP in coordinates 172260, initial range 8200 yards, Target
was reported destroyeds Thercafter the SFCP moved. inland out of gun range
and no further calls for fire support were received,

6+ During the evening the gun fire support group retirod to seaward
and at 2100B a single JU-80 plane was taken under fire with Ll rounds 5"/38
and U8 rounds of LOMM with no observable damage, The Task force returned to
the assault area carly on 16 August but no further calls for fire support
wore received from our SFCP, The Task ‘orce was relieved on that date by
CTF 85 and retired on Ytalian ports,

ENCLOSURE (4)







CQIFIDENTIAL

ACTION REPORT OF U. S. S. BIMONE DURING
PERIOD 11 AUGUST, THROUGH 16 AUGUST 19LL (cont'd),

CAGIHTS AND RECCHENDATIONS

#e. .ne thousand rounds of long range (12 sccond) LOMM armunition
- were. taken jor board prior to departure., This ammunition is well fittod for
counter:battory- fire against.small pill boxes, machine gun nests, angd minor
beach defensos providing ship is close enough for proper observation,

8, At least two pairs of high power binoculars, preferably 10x58 or
higher magnification, would bo most useful for observations e of our
missions in addition to beach bombardment was to insure that target P=39 on
Cape San Tropez did not opon fire. The 7x50 binoculars availablo were not
adequato effcctively to observe tho noighborhood of these enemy emplacements,
ospecially during periods whon sun was behind targot,

S« All ordnance, radioc, and radar equipment operated faultlessly
except as noted below, Gun fire shock gave no trouble except that hydraulie
lines to elevating gear in guns #1 and #4 split. This sams trouble occurrod
during Normandy invasion. Repairs werc effected during firing and no inter-
ruption of gun fire was causeds The scheduled pun fire was dolivered as
planned with no other casualties and with all hands carrying out their assipned
duties in a highly satisfactory manner,

10s The operation plans with supplementary material were fully adequate
and allowod no conflict in their fulfillment,
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The Emmons' sister ship, the U.5.5. Rodman (DMS~21) (ex~(DD-k56)), In Boston Harbor on 17 December 1944,
showing how these ships fooked arter they were converted from destroyers to high-speed minesweepers able
to sweep a 150-~-yard swath at 15 knots. Note the two minesweeping davits aft. The after 5-inch gun {No.
4) was removed during this conversion to make room for sweeping gear, and the torpedo tube mount between
the stacks was landed. Also removed ware two 24-in. searchl ights and four depth-charge projectors. The
Emmons was redesignated DMS-22 on 15 November 194k, (Official U.S. Navy Photograph.)







Excerpt from Battle Report: The End of an Empire*

Minesweeping has always been a sweaty, unglamorous
- but necessary - business. Before the sleek, powerful
ships - those which accumulate the praise and the glory
- can move into a newly won harbor, or even before they
can nose close to enemy-held shore for bombardment, a
sarfe path of approach must be cleared by the dogged little
sweepers.,

It is always the minesweeps that spearhead an inva=-
sion; it is always the minesweeps that open up the vital
gap through which the amphibious forces pour their massed
we ight. And it is almost always a minesweep that gets
sunk first.

Back and forth they go, in slow orderly formation,
dragging their long tails of magnetic cable behind them,
streaming their paravanes to port and starboard, and rat-
t!ing out sounds |ike a riveting machine from the trip-
hammer mechanism beneath their bows. Thus all kinds of
mines - magnetijc, contact, and acoustic - are cut from
their moorings or detonated.

It js hard work, always nerve-shatteringly nolsy, and
Prequently hull-shatteringly dangerous.

* By W. Karig, R. L. Harris and F, A. Manson. (New York:
Rinehart, 1548), p. 294,






Northwest Pacific, Showing the Approaches to Japan
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The Pacific War's final campaign - and the Emmons' Final battle - was
at Okinawa, 300 miles south of the Japanese homs isiand of Kyushu.

Ok inawa was invaded on 1t Aprii 1945 pecause the Allies needed a ma for
air and naval base for the assault on Japan, planned for later in the year,
There were five airfields in this island group and two protected bays on
the main island's southeast coast - plus a large sheltered anchorage at
Kerama Retto, 15 miles to the west.

This victorious Campaign ended officially on 2 July 1945, after 3%
ships (including 17 destroyer-types) and craft had been sunk. Many other
vessels were seriously damaged, and about 4,900 sailors were killed,
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The destroyer minesweeper U.S5.5. Emmons (DMS-22) was abandoned off the
northwest coast of Okinawa (see map) on April &, 1945, after being hit in
rapid succession by five suicide planes with bombs. (She was sunk the fol-
lowing day by gunfire from the U.S.S. Ellyson (OMS-19).) Casualties were
heavy: 60 killed and 78 wounded out of a complement of 254,

When she was hit the Emmons was screening other minesweepers against
attacks by suicide boats and enemy aircraft, but she had conducted sweeps
of her own on flve occasions during the prior two weeks,
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ACTION REPORT

USS EMMONS OMs” 22

NO SERIAL

ACTION REPORT AND SINKING OF USS‘EMMONS DMS 22
6 APRIL 1945, ( )

COVERS HEAVY SULICIDE ATTACK OFF NORTHERN
OKINAWA DURING WHICH EMMONS ABSORBED FIVE
CRASHES ABOARD, B
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DIS 22/A9-8 U. S. 3. EMIONS (DMS 22},
Care of Fleet Post Office,

S-E-C-R~E-T San Francisco, Calif.,
DECLASSIFIED 12 April 1945,
Authority_{A/09GH 33
A NARA Date 20805
From: Lieutenant John J. Griffin Jr. 17,4076 USNR.
To: The Commander in Chief United States Fleet.,
Via: The Commander in Chief United States Pacific Fleet.

The Commander Amphibious Forces Pacific Fleet.
The Commander Task Group 51.15.

The Commander Service Force Pacific Fleet,

The Commander Minecraft Pacific Fleet.

The Commender Service Squadron Ten.

The Commander Mine Squadron Twenty.

Subject: Action report and sinking of USS EMMONS (DMS 22),
6 April 1945,

Enclosures: (A) USS WAYNE (APA 54) secret dispatch 080852

of April.

(B} USS WAYNE (APA 54) secret dispatch 080957
of April,

(C) USS EMMONS (DMS 22) secret letter of 11 April
Report of Casualties,

(D) USS EMMONS (DMS 22) secret airmailgram of
12 April.

(E) USS EMYONS (DMS 22) Roster of Officers and
Muster Roll of Crew as of 9 April.

1. Enclosures (A), (B}, (C) and (D) submitted in accordance
with Pacific Fleet Circular Letter 9L-4L. Enclosure (E) forwarded for
information. These enclosures along with the following action report
are submitted by Lieutenant John J. Griffin Jr. 174076 USNR in the
absence of the commanding officer Iieutenant Commander Eugene N,

Foss 2nd 73189 USNR, who is at present a casualty aboard the USS
CRESCINT CITY (APA 21).

2. On 6 April 1945, this vessel in company wlth the USS
RCDM™AN (DMS 21), the senlor ship, was engaged in supporting operations
of Sweep Unit 1l in the Northern Okinawa area Ceorge Three, east of
Je Shima, in the Ryukyu Islands.

3. About 1515 (all times are local times) Combat Information
Center lnformed all stations that two enemy aircraft had been reported
by the USS MACOMB (DMS 23), which vessel was operating in an adjacent
area. Control checked the indicated bearing and all guns were brought to
«-hasr on two enemy aireraft closing our port quarter. With the range






DMS 22/4A9-8 , U. S. S. EMMONS (DMS 22),

12 April 1945,
S<FeC=Radf~

Subject: Action report and sinking of USS EMVONS (DMS 22)
6 April 1945,

- s e o e e o Ee e e o

fouled we saw one plane crash the forecastle of the USS RODMAN and
the second ecarry out an unsuccessful bombing attack. As the range
cleared we opened fire on the remalning plane with negative results.

&. Preparations were made to go alongside the erippled
ship to assist in fighting the fire but as it was soon brought
under control, we began circling in an effort to provide fire support.
At this time numerous "boglies" were reported in the area (later
developments showed them to number 50 to 75) as well as memy units
of the Combat Alr Patrol. Dog fights were Plentiful and many enemy
plenes were seen to "splash", It appeared the enemy did not choose
to engage our aircraft but was more intent on making an attacking run
on surface craft. Much credit is due the pilots of the Combat Air
Patrol who never hesitated to carry through their attacks although on
many occasions 1t meant flying directly into friendly anti-airerart
fire. An estimated fifty planes were brought down by the courageous
and excellent flying of these aviators.,

5. As we supported the USS RODMAN many attacks were direct-
ed at us, Tonys, Vals and Zekes were identified. The USS EMMONS defi-
nitely "splashed" six plenes befors suffering the first of five hits.
During this time four other attacks missed the ship by a matter of
a8 few yards. All five hits occurred in rapid Succession, almost instan-
taneously, and were well coordinated. The first hit was taken on the
fantail at about frame 175; the second on the starboard side of the
pllot house; the third on the port side of Combat Information Center;
the fourth on the starboard side of number three five-inch gun; and
the fifth near the water line at frame 30, starboerd side.

6. It is believed that all sulcide planes ecarried bombs
and strafed during the approach. Plot recorded the first hit at 1732
with the pitometer reading twenty-five knots, confirming the report
of the engineering department that the ship was making 246 revolutions
per minute and meneuvering radically. At 1734 Plot again recorded
two simultaneous hits, the second and third received. Target speed of
the planes were calculated at 235 knots.

'y
7. All of the hull aft of frame/was entirely missing
and serious damage was Inflicted on the port screw rendering it in-
operable. The entire bridge structure was destroyed and fire raged
in ell spaces from freme 67 forward to gun one, from the main deck
up., Little or nothing remeined of the decks from the main deck to the
bridge overhead in that area. Several smell fires were started in the






DMS 22/A9-8 U. S. S. EMMONS (DMS 22),
e 12 April 1945,
TE=t=n=r=T"

Subject: Action report and sinking of USS mMONS (DMs 22)
6 April 1945.

after part of the ship and would break out again after being extin-
guished. The proportions of the fire, tomether with the exploding
20 mm ready boxes, made fire Ifigiiting extremely difficult forwarqd
although the handling rooms of both forward guns werse -sprinkled.

8. Damage was done to the fire mains forward but water
was still supplied to the sprinkling systems and for this reason the
cut-out valves were not closed., Water pressure could not be brought
over about sixty pounds at any time after the casualty occurred.
Many of the topside fire hoses were usseless due to holes and cuts
caused by shrapnel and strafing. Tong leads had to be brought up
from the engineering spaces. Flooding was in progress both forward
and aft and the only completely undemaged spaces were the two fire
rooms and the two engine rooms. A starboard 1ist of about ten degrees
and a settling by the stern developed.

9. After the second and third hits the word 8pread
throughout the ship to "Abandon Ship". The origin of this order
cannot be determined, but many men had already left the ship when
I reached the main deck after leaving my station in the useless Main
Battery Director. Realizing myself the senior officer aboard, I
ordered all haends to stand by the ship until the situation was
fully investigated. There were several craft in the vicinity but
as they apparently were not going to come alongside in answer to
our signals, many of the wounded were put in the water on life refts
and floats. The more serious casuslties wers kept aboard. All top-
side gear was jettisoned and one reft was kept alongside for the
remaining men. The fire in the superstructure was brought under
partial control enabling the whaleboat to be lowered. The boat then
picked many of the wounded up and transferred them to nearby small
mine craft.

10. It was decided at 1800, after consulting the other
officers aboard, that the ship would have to be abandoned. This
decision was reached because of the following reasons:

(a) The port main engine was inoperablse.

(b) There was no means of steering the ship as the rudder
had been blown off,

{c} The fire forward could not be controlled due to the
combination of its intensity and the low pressure on the main,

' (d} The ship continued to take more water and settle per-

ceptably.

(e) There was imminent danger of explosion in both msgazines
and fuel tanks.

(f) The entire battery with the exception of two 20mm guns

was inoperable,

-3 -






DI'S 22/A9-8 U. S.S. EMIONS (DMS 22),
12 April 1945,

S=TECO=Remor .
Subject: Action report and sinking of USS EMMONS {DMS 22)
6 April 1945,
11. About 1930 the PGM 11 came alongside to port to r;nae; ST

"Abandon ship", Prior to this all engineering spaces weres completely
sec:;edfgxcept for the firs mains., Hose lines were still being directed
on the fire,

12, All publications andg radar equipment were completely
destroyed by fire, Although the vessel was still afloat when abandoned

was advised of the Po3siblility of salvage by voice radio as the PGM 11
returned to the anchorage. It was roported, howsver, that the hulk
was sunk the following morning by the USS ELLYSON (DMS 19).

13. The six officers and fifty-seven men who remalined aboard
until the last expended every efiort humanly possible to combat the
damage. Had assistance not arrived it was decided to remain aboard
until morning. The wounded were cared for at the scens to the best
of the ability of those aboard and acts of herolsm were seen on every
side. It is my intention to follow this report with several deserving
recormendations for awards.

14, During the three hour air battle, all guns and fire
control squipment functioned perfectly. The same may be said of the
action which took place from 0330 to 0700 the same morning during
which 125 rounds of five-inch eammunitlon was expended at thres saparate
enemy planes. No hits were scored at that time. The enemy strateg-
ically made use of radar Jamming "window" and on four occasions
dropped illuminating flares.

15, Suffieient ammunition for only one more attack remsined
when the guns were put out of action. As anti-aircraft common and
the special ammunition wers expended, star shells, white phosphorous
and common were pressed into service. After the main battery director
became inoperative the gun orews continued to fire in local control
and gun three "splashed"” one plane with a common projectils, Much
credit must be given the gun crews for their determination and excellent
gunnery and their proven abllity to carry on under the orders of the
gun captain. The many hours of drills and exercises showed thelir effective
results.

-4 -






DM3 22/A9-8 U. S. S. EMIONS (DMS 22)
12 April 1945.
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Subject: detlon report end sinking of US3 EMMONS {DMS 22
6 April 1945, ; ( )
16 The uninjured members of the repair parties: ;sgigtgd- o

by others in the crew, carried out orders to ths best of their ability
under existing conditions. The engineering department functioned
perfectly throughout the action, suffering little or no damage within
the four engineering spaces themselves. The number two main circuit
breaker tripped out and could not be olosed again while number ons
board never lost its load until the plant was secured.

17. There were no serious fuel oil lesaks evidsant and the
condition of the various tanks is 88 follows: A-2 empty; A-3 and
A-4 ballast; A-5, A~5 and A-7 filled ninety-five percent; C-2 and
C-402 filled ninety-five percent diesel 0oil; C-3 and C-4 ballast;
C-7 and C-8 filled eighty percent; C-9 and C-10 empty; C-401 filled
ninety-five percent. C-9 and C-10 were about to be ballasted when
General Quarters was sounded.

18. The PGM 11 transferred the sixty-three survivors to
the USS GOSPER (APA 170) where the wounded were further treated. Other
members of the crew were brought to the USS GOSPER and on 7 April six
officers and 144 men were further transferred to the USS WAYNE (APASL) .
The wounded remained aboard the USS GOSPER and the USS CRESCENT CITY
(AP221). All records were lost with the ship with the exception of a
muster roll of the c¢rew and a roster of officers.

19, Further amplifying comments regarding this action will
be forwarded by Llieutenant Commander F0SS upon his return to sctive
duty. Two coples are furnished direct to the Commander in Chief
United States Fleet, three to the Commander in Chief United States
Pacific Fleet and one to the Commander Task Group 51.15. Others
forwarded through the Commander i“ine Squadron TWFNTY.

QDA

h
I‘I‘ &H[‘ N Jr.
LYsutenant,USNR.

e/e

Commanding Officer USS ®THIONS.






The U.5.5, Rodman (DMS=21) at Kerama Retto (an Island group 15 milas west of
Okinawa) on April 9, 1945, undergoing temporary repairs after she was hit by
3 wamikazes on April 6th, The Rodman was able to procesd under her own pow=
er, but her superstructure was gutted by rlre. Casualties were 16 kiiled or
missing and 20 wounded, The ship remained at Kerama Retto until May 6th and
then returned to the States. Repairs were completed at Charleston, $.C., in
mid-October. (Naval Historical Foundation Collection)







The U.5.8. Ellyson (DOM5=19) In Boston Harbor on 17 December 1944, after belng
converted from a destroyer (DD-454) to a high-speed mlnesweeper. During the
Ok inawa Campaign the Ellyson (Lt, Cdr. R. W. Mountrey, USNR) was the flagshlip
for Commander Mine Squadron TWENTY, Capt. Richard A. Larkin, USN, who was al-
so Commander Destroyer Minesweeper Task Group 52.3. After the Emmons was hit
by five suicide planes on 6 April 1545, the Ellyson sank the abandoned vessel
with gunfire early the following morning. (Officlal U.S. Navy Photograph.)

Editor!s Notae:

The chronology provided by Commander Mine Squadron TWENTY!s action re-
port dated 3 July 1945, inciuded at the back of my booklet, relates the du-
ties performed by the Emmons in the two weeks prior to her loss, Although
none of the other thirteen destroyer minesweepers in Task Group 52,3 werae
sunk during the period 19 March-21 June, five ware hit by sulcide planes or
bombs and two others were damaged by near milsses.

This action report was submitted by Cdr, W. R. Loud, USN, who reil iaved
Captain Larkin as Squadron Commander, apparentiy batween the perlod covered
and the date of the report.

E. A, Wilde, JUr.
Decembar, 1997






DMS19/ U.S.S. ELLYSON (DMSI9?
Serial; c/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California

6 April 1945,
WAR DIARY

l, As before.
2+ As before,

3. 0800 = <6-35,5 N, 127-40.0 E.
1200 = 20-36.4 N, 1<7=4743 b
2000 = 26-4b.3 N, 1<7=39,0 E.

4e Cteaming as before. At 0328 opened fire on bogey and at 0329
ceased firing. Ubserved no damage to bogey. (70, departed patrol station
and proceeded to area D-2 as support dhip for AM sweep unit. About 1430
departed area D-< and proceeded in company witn HAMBLETON to Kerama Retto.
Upon arrival Kerama Retto, observed anchorage to be under heavy air attack.
ELLYSON and HAMBLETON remained outside entrance until 1745, when in accordance
with orders of Cominron 20, set course tor area G-2 to assist EMMONS and
RADMAN then undergoing air attack. At 2113 HAMBIETON left formation to Join
Sweep Unit 11 and RUIMAN. ELLYSON proceeded to vicinity of EMMONS, afire
and abandoned in area G~2. Because of rires burning aboard FMMONS it was
impossible to board her to secure tow line, and because vessel was drifting
toward enemy coast, permission was requested to sink her,

5 Ammmition expended: 14 rounds 5"/38 cal. AA common and special,
28 rounds 40mm,






DMS18/
Serial:

1.
2.
3e

be

U.S.S. ELLYSON (DMS19)
c/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California

7 April 1945,

WAR ILARY

As before,
A3 before,

0800)
1200)- Kerama Retto anchorage,
2000 = 40=0045 N, 1ZT=3440 E,

ELLYSON standing by EMMONS awaiting permission to sink her. At

Q19 orders were received from CTF b1 to sink EMMUONS, ELLYSON then closed
and opened fire with main battery. EMMONS capslzed and sunk at 0318,
ELLYSON proceeded to Kerama Retto anchorage for fuel and ammmnition and
remained Kerama Retto until 1745, when departed anchorage in company with
HAMBLETON, Took night patrol station west of transport area.

5. Ammunition expended: 96 rounds HY"/38 cdl . AA common.






U.S.5. Emmons (DMS5=-22)

Decorat ions Awarded to OFPficers and Crew
During the Okinawa Campaign: 3/2u-u4/6/us!

Commander Eugene N. Foss, USNR
GOLD STAR (in lieu of 2nd BRONZE STAR MEDAL)

T"For heroifc and meritorious achievement in connection with opera-
tions against the enemy as Command ing Officer of a high=speed mine-
sweeper in the amphiblous assault against Okinawa during the period
24 March 1945 to 6 April 1945, He brought his ship through hazard-
ous sweeping of enemy waters despite an exacting schedule, proximi=
ty of enemy shore batteries and numerous air attacks. His effi-
ciency, skill and outstanding performance of duty materially con-
tributed to the success of the operation. His conduct was iIn keep-
fng with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.”

* % & % % & X % X N

Commander Eugene N. Foss, USNR
SILVER STAR MEDAL

"For distinguishing himself conspicuously on 6 April 1945 |n combat
against the Japanese near Okinawa, Ryukyu lIslands, while serving as
Command ing Officer of the U.S.S. EMMONS (DMS=-22). After his ship
engaged the enemy in a coordinated air attack he fought his vessel
skitifully and zealously until a bomb exploded and blew him into
the water. While supporting the disabled U.5,8. RODMAN he showed
complete disregard for his own safety and excellent resourceful-
ness In maneuvering his vessel while under intense air attacks.

His conduct, courage and skill were at all times in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service,”

L K BN JNE BEF N BN I I

Lieutenant John J. Griffin, USNR

SILVER STAR MEDAL

"For gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as Gunnery
Off icer of a high-speed minesweeper during an attack by a large
number of enemy suicide aircraft in the Okinawa area on & April
1945. B8y his cool and capable control he caused his ship to deliv=
er effective gqunfire, thereby destroying six enemy aircraft. After
his ship was severely damaged and he found himself the senior sur-
viving uninjured officer aboard he immediately took command., De-
termined that the raging fires and Fflooding could not be controlled
and that the ship could not be saved, he ordered and supervised the
orderiy abandonment of the vessel, HIs courage and conduct were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Ser-~

vice.,"

o Ok X & N N %R NN






Ensign Ross T, £11iott, Jr., USNR

NAVY CROSS (Posthumously)

For distinguishing himself conspicuously and by extraordinary her-
oism against the Japanese on 6 April 1945 near Ok inawa, Ryukyu ls-
lands, at the risk of his |ife and beyond the call of duty., While
serving aboard the USS EMMONS (DMS-22) as Assistant Gunnery and Maw
chine-Gun Off icer, he skillfully and courageousl!y controlied his
machine-gun battery against attacking enemy planes. When it became
evident that his ship was to sustain a dlrect hit in the bridge
area, he threw himself on five enlisted men with utter disregard
for his own |ife and safety. B8y his action he paid the supreme
sacrifice in a laudable display of courage and bravery. He Ffought
boldly and brilliantly to the end, exemplifying excellent judgement
during the attack prior to his death., His courage and conduct were
at all times in keeping with the highest traditions of the United
States Naval Service."

LK N BN NN NN B N B R

Louis P, Hudson, Fire Controlman 2nd Class, USNR
SILVER STAR MEDAL

"For distinguishing himself most conspicuously by gallantry and in-
trepidity in action on 6 April 1945 in operation against the Japa-
nese at Okinawa, Ryukyu lslands, while serving aboard the U.$5.5.
EMMONS (DMS-22). After hls ship was hit by suicide planes he was
conspicuous in his courageous and determined effort to control in-
tense rires. With utter disregard for his own | ife and sarety, he
entered burning handl! ing rooms, extinguished fires and saved two
officers and twenty enl! isted personnel! from certaln death. When
forced to abandon ship due to uncontrollable fires, he saved a
crewmember from drowning. His outstanding bravery and good judge-
ment was at all times in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Naval! Service.”

LA JEE BN ST N BN BN Y B

John J. Flanagan, Boatswain's Mate ftst Class, USNR

SILVER STAR MEDAL

"For distinguishing himself conspicuously by gallantry and intre-
pidity in actijon on 6 April 1945 In operations against the Japanese
at Okinawa, Ryukyu lIslands, while serving aboard the USS EMMONS
(DMS-22). As gun captain he kept his gun flring at a rapid rate,
exercising excellent judgement and courage while his gun mount was
ablaze. His resourcefulness in caring for wounded mambers of his
crew while under attack, as well as his great initiative in volun-
tarily aiding the rescue of two officers and twenty enl isted per-
sonnel from certain death. His courageous efforts to control in-
tense rires and his bravery in keeping wounded personnel afloat
with hls |ifejacket were at all times in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.”
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George I. Kennedy, Pharmacist's Mate 2nd Class, USNR
BRONZE STAR MEDAL (Combat 7vv )

"Faor distinguished and heroic services on 6 April 1945 in connec-
tion with operations against the Japanese at Ok inawa, Ryukyu Is-
lands, while serving aboard the USS EMMONS (DMS-22). While wounded
he displayed great devotion to duty by attending to other casuail-
ties before dressing his own wounds. After administering first aid
he ceaselessly fought fires of an uncontrollable nature. His cour-
age and skill were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United Stated Naval Service.”

LR N

Stanliey J. Mierzwa, Chief Machinist!s Mate, USN

BRONZE STAR MEDAL (Combat "yn)

"For distinguished and heroic service on 6 April 1945 in connect ion
with operations against the Japanese at Ok inawa, Ryukyu Islands,
while serving aboard the U.S.5. EMMONS (DMS-22)., As head of a re-
pair party he showed extraordinary resourcefulness in trying to ex-
tinguish a fire well out of control. Amidst exploding ammunition
and intense heat he inspected damaged areas forward at a great risk
of I|ife and safety. His courage and skill were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service."

¥ ¥ X * X X XN X

William J. Roberts, Quartermaster 1st Class, USN
BRONZE STAR MEDAL (Combat "vm)

"For distingquished and heroic service on 6 April 1945 in connection
with operations against the Japanese at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands,
while serving aboard the U.S.S. EMMONS (DMS-22). While wounded he
displayed outstanding courage and bravery by jumping over the side
and saving three enlisted personnel from certain drowning. His
courage and skill were in keeping with the highest tradition of the
United States Naval! Service.”

* ¥* ¥ X ¥ X x X ¥ X
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Lieutenant (MC) Charles R. Williamson, USNR

BRONZE STAR MEDAL (Combat "yv)

"For distinguishing himselP by heroic service on 6 April 1945 in
connection with operations against the Japanese at Okinawa, Ryukyu
Islands, while serving as Medical Officer aboard the U.S.S. EMMONS
(DMS-22). After his ship was hit by suicide planes he courageously
engaged in effort to Ffight fires in wardroom country where he,
another officer and twenty en! isted personnel were trapped amidst
rlames of great intensity. B8y his resourcefulness and steadying
influence, he made repeated attempts to lead the men to sarety.
Once rescued, he administered Pirst ald to all battle casualties
and preferred to remain in the forward area on a hospital ship and
render his professional services than be transferred to the United
States. His loyalty and devotion to duty were at all times in
keeping with the highaest traditions of the United States Naval
Service."

x % % X % % % % %

1 Unfortunately, this listing may not be complete. There is no
file of citations at the Naval Historical Center by ship, and
the alphabetical file of index cards with draft citations For
all services in World War Il may, itself, be incomplete. I
searched this file Ffor all the names suggested by Admiral
8illingsley in his book, The Emmons Saga, and by the ship asso-

ciation!s historian, Edwin L. Hoffman.
E. A, Wilde, Jr.

October, 1997






U.5.5. BMMONS (DD—457/DMS-22)

Survivors' Reports*
{Edited for readability and typed by E. A. Wilde, Jr., Editor}

AYER, Donald W., BMic, USN (Gun Captain, Gun #3)

"Went to G.Q. about 1515. When I arrived on station the Condition watch was al—
ready firing at 1 or 2 planes that were making attacks on the RODMAN. I could see that
the RODMAN had taken a hit forward. At about 1530 I saw the first plane to attack the
EMMONS. It came in from the starboard bow and looked as if it was headed for the
bridge. When the ship was swung sharply around the Plane went over the top of Gun #3
and the 40-mm by just a few feet and crashed about 50 feet off the port quarter. There
was another plane coming in from port that all quns, including the 40's and 20's took
under fire. We splashed him about 60 yards out.

"We then came back to starboard, and when I looked out there off the water I could
hardly believe it, but there were at least five planes flying just a few feet off the
water and headed for us. We took them under fire with everything we had, blowing one
up in the air -- and a shell that had hit the water in front of a plane threw water
into the plane, crashing him. At the same time we were doing this our fighter planes,
going through our fire and al1, really gave them hell. One of these planes crossed
over the ship amidships and one across the stern. The one that crossed the stern eith-
er was hit by our guns or couldn't pull out of his dive. We then toock fire on planes
that were on the port side, probably the same ones that got by all the fire on the
starboard side. Our guns knocked one down pretty fast and took fire on another one and
set him afire. He crossed over the ship and crashed in the water about 80 feet from
the ship. Our guns were still firing to port when somecne on the 40-mm hollered and
pointed out a plane that was coming in almost directly astern. I yelled to the crew
shift to local and pick up plane coming in astern just off the water. We swung around
and got on target. There was a slight pause in firing. I came down out of the hatch
to see what the trouble was, and just as I brought my head down they loaded and fired.
I just looked out of the hatch to see that plane disintegrate in mid air. Later, I
found out that the pause was over an armor-piercing projectile, and I also found out
that my pointer didn't hear the word shift to local control. So hitting that plane -
and with an A.P. - was just pure luck or fate!

"It wasn't but seconds after this that the First plane hit us. It was directly
astern. It shook my gun and crew quite a bit. Then almost instantaneously another one
piled into the magnetic reel and after passageway. I wasn't sure when we received the
first hit whether it was a bomb or plane. These hits, also along with strafing, tore
the front part of the gun to pieces, peeled the roof back, knocked the Gun Captain's
hatch off and threw the gun off the tracks. I'm not sure whether I ducked or was
thrown out of my hatch. I remember going through the air and trying to get the phones
which were choking me off from around My neck. Then I picked myself off the deck under
the hot shell scuttle, got up and looked in my qun, but everyone was out. I saw some-
body helping POSEY, E. L., GM3c, forward; and McLEAN, B. D., Slc, was helping MADDEN,
H. C., PTR3c. Then I heard a groan and looked aft, and there was KUBANY, M. J., Y2c,
bleeding badly and trying to move. I got him and dragged him up to the 40-mm where I
then saw KENNEDY, C. H., GMZc; BORELLI, J. V., S2c and CARACCIOLO, J. P., Slc, who were
all hurt pretty bad. Just then I felt the ship jump again, and I though we were hit
but couldn't see where. Then I saw a plane just as it piled into the bridge and Com-
bat. I saw that there were enough guys there to take care of the wounded, s0 I started
forward to fight the fire which was burning rapidly all through the forward superstruc-
ture. There were several hoses on deck, and I hollered to DOZIER, J. L., S2c, and

* Selected from a collection of longhand reports (courtesy of E. L. Hoffman, Jr.) writ-
ten by survivors when they were aboard the transport USS Wayme (APA-54) shortly after
they had abandoned the Emmmns on April 6, 1945. Sixty of these reports were hound
together by Captain Eugene N. Foss, IT, USNR {Ret.) and sent to Jerry McAlevey with a
covering letter dated July 7, 1980. The Emnms' historian, Edwin L. Hoffman, Jr.,
plans to donate this volume to Special Collections, East Carolina University/Green-
ville, N.C., so that it can be included in the "Edward Baxter Billingsley Papers."
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COMALANDER, J. S., S2c, to get their hoses on the fire forward, but they told me
there was no water. Then I knew we were going to lose the ship. With the aid of
BECK, C. W., SC2c; ANDERSON, R. G., F2c and someone else we got over 3 or 4 floater
nets. I then cut all the dan buoys lcose, and we started throwing them over. Next
came all the empty powder cans. ROBINSON, Q. E., RdMlc and LEISTMAN, H. R., GM2c,
also came along and helped throw and jettison all stuff that would float. We
thought of the boat and started for it, but the fire was too great, and we couldn't
make it. We then went aft, and this was when I saw WILDER, R. L., SC3c, still in
the trainer's seat, dead, and someone else beyond recognition hanging by the life
rafts. No. 5 raft was jammed. We got a shore, and after prying for a while, got
it loose. Sometime during all this I saw the ensign lying on deck in blood, water
and what else I don't know. I was going to put it back, but there were no hal-
Yards, so I jammed it inside of my shirt. I don't remember when or at what time
we jumped off - that is, ROBINSON, LEISTMAN and myself. We hit the water off the
stern and swam off the ship to starboard. We were drifting around quite some time
when we got hold of a seat cushion and hung on to it, so as we would be together.
It was almost dusk when we were picked up. The USS RANSOM (AM-283) was the ship,
and she did everything for us.

"Ammunition expended from Gun #3: Before this action there was about 50 or 60
rounds gone. During the action we fired about 230-250 rounds, MK 40's and MK 18 -
also four armor-piercing and three stars. We were just about empty."

* ok h k * k K
BRAIM, Robert A., MM3c, USNR (After Engine Room)

"My G.Q. station is in #2 Engine Room. I was on watch at the time the general
alarm rang. It was about 1540. We were at G.Q. for a while when the planes started
to come in. We had knocked down five when the plane hit the fantail. Immediately
it seemed, the reduction gears started to pound and Bridge rang up a "Stop" bell.
The throttleman secured the throttle and the CMM set up all to start looking for
lube oil leaks. The Engineering Officer Yelled down the hatch to see if every-
thing was all right. After, wetested the main engines to see if they were all
right, but the same noise came from the gears. So the throttle was secured again.
The CMM went topside to see what the dope was, but he came back immediately because
he couldn't f£ind out anything. Before this they had passed the word to stand by to
abandon ship. We were all standing by in the engine room and the steam pressure
started to drop. All machinery started to slow down, and when all was stopped the
MM said we may as well get out of here. When I went topside quite a few men were
already in the water and drifting away from the ship rapidly. Mr. Griffin (Gunnery
Officer) had taken charge of things. I helped move the wounded around some and
helped a couple of guys ocut of the water. Later, I was helping to throw 40-mm
shells that were around the gun mounts into the water. In the meantime they wanted
the sprinkling system turned off in the 40-mm clip shack to get more pressure on
the fire main, T went in and turned it off, and later, entered again to turn it
on again. We finished this and the word was passed to throw all gear over the side.
I helped with that also. While the wounded were in the water they thought the screws
were turning over, so I went down into the engine room to make sure the throttles
were shut. When the PGM came alongside the starboard deck was awash. I helped put

a couple wounded on it and then went on myself. As I was leaving the ship one of
the forward magazines exploded."

* * & * * * %
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CORDREY, Charles 0., MaM3c, USN (Upper Handling Room, Gun #2)

"General Quarters went at about 1500, and we started to fire. I was in charge of
the #2 Upper Handling Room. We really put the shells and powder up! We emptied the
handling room's regular supply twice. Besides that, there were a lot of extra shells
on deck - about forty or fifty - that we got out. The third time we got the handling
room filled we didn't even bother strapping the shells to the bulkhead we were firing
so fast. We had just started on our third when we felt a hit. It felt like it was
from back aft someplace. Then, a few seconds later we felt another from up forward
of us. Our handling room was full of smoke. Then the hoist jammed. WOLF, K. E.,
GM2c, and myself tried to run it up in manual, but it was of no use. Then we felt the
third hit about twenty seconds after that. It knocked most of the shells all over the
deck, and fire was coming from every place - in the gun - and it also seemed like the
starboard side of the handling room was all on fire. Powder cases started to burn and
shoot sparks all over, and the gun and center column seemed to be off the stand. I
told everyone to clear out of the port door. There was fire and smoke both forward
and aft, so we all went off the port side with the exception of EDELMEN, J., Slc. He
went out the starboard door and got his arm shattered somehow.

"Wolf, Patermo, Manninen, Coates, Dowell and myself all got in the water 0.K. and
started away from the ship. (PATERNO, A. P., S2c; MANNINEN, R. P., RM3c; COATES, T.
E., 52c; DOWELL, R., StMlc) We found a piece of a life raft and pushed and kicked un-
til we got over to Captain FOSS (Lt. Cdr. Eugene N. Foss, II, USNR, Commanding Offi-
cer). He was badly burned but still had on a life jacket. We sat him in the middle
of the raft and held him there. Wolf started out after SOFRANKO, J. P., CY, without a
life jacket. I had a life ring on, so I started out and helped him get Sofranko to
the raft. They we got THOMPSON, H. 0., COM, and brought him to the piece of raft. We
were in the water about two hours when a gig from the minesweeper USS RECRUIT (AM-285)
picked us up and brought us aboard. Thompson died a half hour after we got aboard the
AM. Our Lower Handling Room also got off safely."

* % ¥ % * %
DODZIK, Andrew J., SoMlc, USNR (20-mm Gunner, Mount #5)

"Being that I was topside for G.Q. and saw almost all the action, and stayed
aboard until the end, it is impossible for me to describe everything in detail. It
would take me much longer. 1In my report I do not think the sequence of happenings is
in order, ut I will do my best.

"My G.Q. station was Gunner on #5 20-mm. The first few minutes of G.Q. we were
mostly watching our Hellcats shoot down the Japs. I think they got 6 before our first
attack. Action on the port side did not concern me, as my gun was on starboard. The
first plane came from port over to stbd., circled and approached again. Being that he
was out of range, I held my fire. It seemed as though he was coming in for a crash,
heading toward me. When I decided to open fire my gun was jammed. I fumbled with the
trigger for a while; in the meantime he had banked and went over the 40-mm and crashed
in the water. The jam in my gun was due to a wet drum. This was remedied. From then
on things really happened. Several Jap planes approached. All guns fired perfectful-
ly and took their toll. I would say 6. Every plane that approached us was a suici-
der. Three of them crashed in the water around us —- one about 100 yards in front of
me with a terrific explosion. I remember four distinct explosions; in what order they
came I don't remember. One plane hit forward {apparently C.I.C.) and threw a mess of
debris in my sector. We were sprayed with green sea marker. Some flesh and bone fell
behind me - apparently human.

"I then saw several more planes approaching, almost at water level. The Hellcats
got some of them and a couple came in. In front of me the air was full of planes. A
Hellcat came toward me in a dive. T mistook it for a Jap and fired. After recogniz-
ing it, ceased firing. Then I saw a plane crash aft of the passageway to the Eng.
Comp. The explosion threw me out of the harness. Suddenly ancther hit {(what it was I
don't know), The blast was terrific. I was on my knees - and saw the big reel on the
fantail go sky-high. Where it landed I don't know. From this blast I received the
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fragments in my right leg. (I saw another plane hit the foc'sle -- I don't know
vhen.) After the blast on the fantail the crew began to abandon ship. I decided
to stay and helped one of the wounded, MOORE, R. B., Slc. I saw most of the wounded
that were around midships. The condition of some of them I can not describe, but
they were horrible. I helped in the throwing over of life rafts and floats of all
sorts. Helped jettison the 20-mm guns and 40-mm ammo.

"Things were quiet now, for us anyway. Two more planes approached but were
shot down by the approaching AM's. The badly wounded were off. Just about every-
one assisted in medical treatment. I saw 4 dead: KOHL, C. R., ScM3c; ROBINETTE, S.
J., Slc; SHARBONO, H. W., CBM; WILDER, R. L., SC3c — and one badly mutilated body
baeyond recognition.

"The PGM-11 came alongside to take the rest of us off. With Mr. Griffin's per-
mission (Lt. J. J. Griffin, USNR; Gunnery Officer) we broke open the Ship's Service
Store and got some cigarettes for the boys. While the PGM was alongside one of the
handling rooms up forward went off. With that, the lines were cut and we shoved
off for Kerama Retto.

"NOTE: All hands performed splendidly from beginning to end.”

* % % * % & *
HENWOOD, William E., Flc, USNR (After Fire Room)

"I was on watch in the aft fire room when G.Q. sounded. That was my G.Q. sta-
tion at the time. I was on the burmers. It was reported that the RODMAN was hit
and that we were trying to aid her. When we came fairly close to her I got a relief
and went on topside to have a look at her. I reported back in a few minutes, and
then the Japs started coming. I was pretty busy, because we were doing high speeds
and maneuvering, so I didn't know much of what was going on. The last report I
heard was that we had knocked down four of them. Then we got it. It seemed like
they hit all together, but I wasn't sure. We were doing flank speed before we were
hit, and I had all the burners in. After we got it the telegraph said 'Flank,' but
the starboard shaft wasn't turning. A few minutes later we got a 'Stop' bell. I
secured all the burners except the ones we needed to keep six hundred pounds of
steam up. Soon after, QUINSEY, J. H., WI2c, had our fire and bilge pump running with
a hundred 1bs. pressure. About five minutes later someone yelled down the hatch and
told us to secure and get the hell out. We secured the fires, stopped the fuel oil
pump, secured the feed check and the blower throttle and left. The rest was secured
from topside.

"When I first came out of the hatch I was shocked and scared. I saw quite a
few of the men swimming in the water, and I thought we were going down. I walked
aft to the loading machine and tried to help the wounded as much as T could. Some-
one started the handy billy pump and yelled for help with the hose. I started help-
ing there when the handy billy crapped out. Then Mr. Griffin yelled for four men to
go up on the forties and throw the ammo over the side. After we got the fourties
off they started throwing all loose gear over the side. After that we started un—
loading the wounded into the gig. Not long after we started a PGM motor gunboat
came alongside and the men left aboard went on her. We were then taken aboard an APA."

* kR * k * * *

HUDSON, Louis P., FC2c, USNR (Plot) (Awarded the Silver Star Medal)

"I arrived in Plot at 1507, manned the JK phones, tested all stations and
checked all gear. No casualties.

"Planes started attacking. Control reported cross-level as being out. Checked
stable element and found it to be operating. Noticed Control was hitting the compu-
ter's lower limit stops. There seemed to be a ten degree error in elevation. I
tried to match to correct the error by adding ten degrees position angle with the ele-
vation knob. Unable to do, s0 I put the knob in the 'In' position and tried holding it.
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"Five planes had been reported downed by Control when we felt a jar at 1732 and
15 seconds by the clock in Plot. The pit (pitometer) log registered 25 knots. I
asked ZERINGUE, J. J., FClc, what target speed was and he said 235. Two other jars
came in rapid succession, the last coming at 1734. The last jar made our fire control
switchboard look like a Xmas tree with all the lights. The lights were dim, and flame
and gasoline started coming down the ventilator. Zeringue reported fire in the I.C.
Room. Everyone left but DEVERELL, R. I., FC2c, and myself. We tried to operate the
two CO2's, but were unable to get the pins out. We then decided to leave Plot. I
looked into the Ship's Office, and it was also on fire, with flames and gasoline com-
ing from the ventilators. I secured the watertight door going from the Mess Hall to
Plot and headed for the galley passageway. By this time the lights were out. They
went out while Deverell and I were trying to get the CO2's to work. The passageway
was in flames. I then went forward on the port side of the Mess Hall, climbing over
what appeared to be lockers. Opened the watertight door and entered the Forward Mess
Hall. Some of the boys were pounding on the provision hatch, which we finally got
open. Getting into the Wardroom passageway, I headed aft and opened the watertight
door intc the Wardroom, which was a _mass of flames. Some of the boys started getting
excited. I started forward and opened the watertight door into the #1 Handling Room.
The handling room was on fire, so I closed the door behind me. A powder can with the
cork off was burning. The 5-inch MK 40 projectiles were burning; the MK 40 in the
fuze pot was spitting. The handling room was ankle-deep in water. The powder cans in
the racks were on fire -- the grease on the roller path was burning. I then went up
the ladder into Gun No. 1, which was burning all over. I pulled my shirt over my head
and went out onto the deck. There I saw FLANAGAN, J. J., BM2c, and helped him carry
YECKE, D. L., Bkr2c; NICHOLS, T. H., Cox, and MELLEY, H. J., Slc, from the door of No.
2 Handling Room to the foc'sle. I then went back to the No. 2 Handling Room to turn
the sprinkling valve, but someone had turned it on already. I then went into the
handling room to open the escape hatch but couldn't, because I had no wrench and there
wasn't any laying around. I then crawled down a hole in the foc'sle to the Chiefs'
Quarters to try and open the door into No. 1 Handling Room. The handle worked the
dogs, but the door was buckled so that I couldn't open it. I pounded on the door for
some help in opening it. I could hear someone on the other side, but still couldn't
open it. There was no fire in the Chiefs' Quarters. I saw a hole in the bulkhead,
but it was still watertight. I then went back on deck and told Flanagan there were
about thirty men trapped below. He said that there wasn't any water on the fire
mains. I then went to Gun No. 1 and got the CO2 there and turned it into the gun. It
didn't put the fire out, but it drove the flames to the side of the gun. I then
yelled into the handling room for them to come up that way. There was one body in the
gun mount which proved to be INFANTO, O. L., Slc. The boys started coming through the
hatch until one boy said he was the last one. A MK 40 in the tray of the gun was on
fire and spitting. I then went out on deck, and the doctor said to put Melley cver
the side, s0 I blew up his life Jacket and had a couple of boys help slide him over.
The last I saw of him he was swimming for a life raft.

"I locked over the side and saw a life raft floating by the break of the deck. I
was going to bring it forward to get Nichole and Yecke, but I couldn't find the pad-
dles. JENSEN, D., GMlc, came along, and I yelled for him to help me with the life
raft. He jumped in, but the ship still kept drifting away. Deverell and COWLEY, C.
T., FC3c, came along, so we took them aboard. JOLLY, A. J., GM3c started yelling for
help, so Deverell went after him. Then Deverell yelled that he couldn't make it, so I
&wam and got Jolly. My life jacket deflated, so both of us swallowed a lot of water.
Jolly didn't have a life jacket.

"We then joined with two other rafts until we were picked up. The boys on the AM
treated us like kings. The whole crew seemed to be trained in first aid.

“While on the foc'sle I believe I saw MCCONNELL, T., Cox. I am not positive, but
I believe I teased him about hisg singed mustache.

* & k & ¥ & X
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JENSEN, David (n), GMlc, USN (Repairman, Gumn #1)

"Was on watch and was relieved to go to my Battle Station in Gun #1 as Repairman.
When I got there the qun was trained out and matched up with the director, standing
by to fire. Got the word to commence firing. All of the gun crew went to work, and
raised hell because ammunition was coming up a little too slow. Even when it came up
on time McCONNELL, Thomas, Cox, kept hollering for it -- also YECKE, D. L., BkriZc, for
powder. Everything was shipshape. Nothing crapped out. That was something for Gun #1!

"I went below to the upper handling room. Helped get the ammnition from the
lower magazine and kept pulling it up as fast as possible. Everyone down there was
sure doing their job. Ammmnition was going up so fast it was hard to replace in the
upper handling room.

"Then we heard an explosion and knew it was back aft scmewhere. But everyone
kept on their station. Then there was a louder one as another plane hit. A few sec-
onds later one hit the forecastle, which in turn blew me up against the holst -- and a
fire started in the handling room. All hands ran for the sprinkling system. MOONEY,
J. A., SMZ2c, turned it on, but it still kept burning. Then I turned it on full - which
put the fire out and also flooded the handling room. We all got into the passageway
to the officers' rooms, and all the men started coming up through the hatch used to
hoist stores to the ice box. Then we were going to flood the lower magazine. We
changed out minds, because we figured it was not hit that low, and the men were still
alive in the handling room. Later we were joined by men from the I.C. Room. First
man I saw was HUDSON, L. P., FC2c, then REA, W. J., FC3c. Later, "Doc" Williamson
{Lt. Charles R. Williamson, {MC)} USNR) entered the passageway and started opening scme
of the ports to let the smoke get out - alsc get some air. The next thing we all
started to choke from smoke. I suppose I would not have lasted much longer, and I
told ROBBINS, J. E., StMlc, I was going to make a break for it up through #1 gun hatch
under the sight setter's seat. BAbout then, when I was on the ladder, Hudson called
down to come up that way because he and FLANAGAN, J. J., BM2c, had thrown a fire ex-
tinguisher in the gun. I was first to get through the hatch out on deck. The first -
ocne I saw was Flanagan. BHe was running around loocking for a fire hose that had pres-
sure to put in the qun. I grabbed the cone on the forecastle, bhut the pressure was
gone because the plane broke the pipeline. Then "Pappy" Cole (COLE, D. G., Slc,
came up along with Doc Williamson., Flanagan rushed him over to see Yecke and MELLEY,
H. J., Slc, who was wounded, and Williamson said for someone to pull the life raft
up towards the foc'sle so the wounded men could be thrown over and put aboard. Hud-
son went first, and he needed help. Then I went in and helped him. By then there
was no one on the foc'sle anymore. The bridge was blazing - and alsoc Gun #2. Hudson
and I paddled the raft away from the ship. Then DEVERELL, R. I., FC2c, grabbed on.
JOLLY, A. J. GM3c, started to holler for help. Hunson jumped in after him. Jolly
had no life jacket. We got him aboard the raft. Met two other rafts and tied the
three of them together and kept paddling away from the ship and picked up a lot of
other fellows. One of the rafts had a bunch of wounded and burnt men on it from
the bridge.

"One of the minesweepers threw us a line on thig pulled all the wounded from the
rafts first - then the rest of us got out and aboard and was rushed below decks to the
sick bay which gave us a lot of attention. Then I saw "Doc" Kennedy {see next report).
He was sure helping out. He did not even worry about his own wounds - just kept work-
ing on the casualties of the crew. He asked me to take a muster of all the survivors
aboard which I did. We had forty-eight and a few dead which I did not know. The only
one I saw was BORELLI, J. V., SiZc.

"Some officer asked me a few questions, but God only knows what he was talking
about.

"The crew of the AM lent us dry clothes, gave us cigarettes and hot coffee - and
also their bunks to sleep in for the night. I hit a rack and went to sleep. About
4 AM was awakened to be transferred to an APA hospital ship."

* * * h k & %
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EENNEDY, George T., PhM3c, USNR (Pharsacist's Mate) (Bronze Star Medal)

"1500 General Quarters. Shortly after I saw 2 planes splash in attempted suicide
dives. As no casualties were on hand, I helped load 20-mm magazine drums on the tor-
pedo deck. I can account for eye-witnessing of 6 planes shot down. Then we were hit
aft, and I left the 20-mm area and went aft as the second plane hit. Lt.(jg) Daven-
port, EATON, L. C., CPhM, and several other wounded were under the port 40-mm. Al-
though seriously wounded, Mr. Davenport {Ralph M., Jr., Minesweeping Officer) assisted
in first aid until I arrived and took charge. He should be highly commended for this.
While working on wounded by loading machine a plane struck Combat and Radio on the
starboard side. 1 was wounded at this point. Went forward after fire was almost out,
but could not get into Combat. TERBOSS, F. G.,, RdM2c, and MESCO, E. F., RT2c, were
outside on the super deck, dead. LAJEUNESSE, A. L., Flec, and PECK, Charles, SF3c,
were both dead by the starboard hatch. Could not get to forecastle due to fire and
debris. Returned aft and found ROBINETTE, S. J., Slc, and an unidentified man by port
D.C. rack. Looked in after passage and saw parts of plane at foot of double ladder
and wreckage of plane against after deckhouse. Returned to loading machine and con-
tinued giving first aid to ALLEN, CHARA, Mr. HORWITZ, MOORE, EDELMAN, KISER, PISZCZEK,
PARRINELLO, EATON, Mr. SMITH, KOHL (who died there), POSEY, NATZKE, AKERS and many
others. Recommendations should be granted to BECK, C. W., SC2c; CHARA, P. J., Slc;
SYNOSKY, Steven, Mlc and Chief STEVENSON, A. W., CEM, for expert assistance in hand-
ling wounded as my aids.

"1900: I took last load of wounded to AM233 just before PGM-11 removed the rest
of the crew. On board, BORELLI, J. V., S2¢, and SEREWR, G. E., Slc, were dead, and
CARACCIOLO, J. P., Slc, died at 2300 on AM233. Worked till 0430 caring for wounded on
this ship. Serious casualties on AM were: THOM, Mr. HORWITZ, EDEIMAN, MADDEN, BILGER,
HARDY, KUBANY and KELLER. Many had serious injuries. There were 51 men on this ship;
10 uninjured. KISER, M. R., CRT, although badly burned in face and arms, assisted me
until exhausted. Reported with these men on APA170 at 0500 April 7, 1945.

"Men whom I saw, reported as missing: HOWE, H. C., RM3c, on fire, ran off fore-
castle; GOCELLA, J. A., Slc, lying motionless, face down in raft."

L B B BE B K

ROBERTS, William J., QM2c, USN (Secondary Conn) (Bronze Star Medal)

"Was on the bridge when plane hit RODMAN. Called G.Q. and went to Secondary Conn
when relieved. Was on Sec Conn when first explosion came from fantail. Did not see
plane hit. Saw magnetic minesweep reel fly up toward the stacks after explosion.

Left Sec Conn to go down to main deck at the break of deckhouse to help take care of
wounded. Went back up to help launch #5 and #7 life rafts. Got #5 over, but #7 was
beat down on support. Corpse was hanging from life line. Could not identify. Saw
WILDER, R. L., SC3c, in seat of 40-mm with part of head blown away. Went down on main
deck to help. Saw COLE, D. G., Slc, and an unidentified man in water trying to make
life raft. Jumped in to help get him to raft. Believe other man to be YECKE, D. L.,
Bkr2c, or SHEA, R. A., RM3c. He was floating face down. Climbed back aboard and be-
gan signaling to AM's coming over horizon. Asked two to come alongside. One said
would be alongside as soon as he picked up men in water. Other did not answer. Kept
trying to get AM's alongside until just before dark when PGM-11 came in sight. Sig-
naled him with flashlight. Asked him to come alongside and told him fires were out
except in director. PGM came alongside. Helped put wounded aboard. Explosion came
from Gun #2, and PGM passed word for all hands to come aboard. Jumped aboard and went
below. Took off wet clothing and lay down. Went aboard AP in anchorage.

"Only remember one explosion from fantail. Did not feel any of rest."

* k& * k¥ X k K
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TENFROWICZ, Thaddeus T., WI3c, USNR (Forward Engine Room)

“"General Quarters station: Forward Engine Room. I remained in #1 Engine Room
until the last hit, whichever one that was. The last bell on the indicator was
"Stop" {(from "Flank"). After that I tested with Bridge, but received no acknow-
ledgement. The throttleman then tried to turn the screws over hut failed. All men
therefore maintained their position below until further orders from Chief Engineer,
Mr. Minton. Shortly after, Mr. Minton gave orders to take helmets, secure boilers
and go aft to help out.

"] started aft nervously, looked in a hatch door above the double ladder, saw a
big flame but had no way of fighting same. Then I turned back and saw several hands
helping the wounded: BILGER, F. A., F2c; Lt.(jg) David Horwltz, USNR, Commmunications
Officer, and EATON, L. C., CPhM. This was by the depth charges, port side. I was
too frightened to help, and figured I would do more harm than good in that state. I
turned fore and aft all excited - then looked at the water and saw Lt.{jg) Howard
B. Smith, USNR, Ass't. Eng. Officer, wounded and holding SEREWA, G. E., Slc, who
was almost done for. Mr. Smith called for scmething he could use as a paddle. I
looked about, but couldn't find anything suitable. Instead, I began throwing ob-
jects in the water that would float. I threw in loose kapok life jackets and empty
powder cans. Then I heard someone pass the word to abandon ship. I turned toward
the water and saw that Mr. Smith was in a life raft with Serewa and Bilger, serious-
ly wounded, and THOM, Albert, SClc, with a very bad arm. Not more than a few yards
away from the life raft I saw a floater net bumping against the ship's side. With
the fear I had of water, being a very poor swimmer, I called for CRUZ, S. A., F2c,
who was all right, and asked if he was ready to abandon. Cruz jumped in while I
swung down holding a chain which broke loose from a depth charge. Suddenly Mr. Smith
yelled up from the life raft and asked if I had a knife. I had a knife which I
handed to Mr. Smith, and with one hand I still held the chain. Immediately after,

I dropped myself as close to the net as possible. ILt. John J. Griffin, Jr., USNR,
Gunnery Officer, then yelled down to pull the raft away from the ship. Cruz and I
did our best to pull the raft and net away from the ship. Shortly after we suc-
ceeded NEWTON, R. H., Slc, and McLEAN, B. D., Slc, came over. Then LaKIN, L. E.,
SoM2c, with severe burns on face and hands, swam over to us. Finally, COPPOLA, A. J.,
S2c, with burns on hands, drifted over, holding on to two buoy markers."

* *k & k& * &k *x



A Tribute to the Men on Radar Picket Stat ions

R S —— L WS A ——

by Samuel Eljot Morison*

Although your historian himself has been under kamikaze ar-
tack, and witnessed the hideous forms of death and tormure in-
flicted by that weapon, words fail him to do justice to the sailors
who met it so courageously. Men on radar picket station, to sur-
vive, not only had to strike down the flaming terror of the kami-
kazes roaring out of the blue like thunderbolts of Zeus; they were
under constant strain and intense discomfort. In order to supply
high steam pressure to build up full speed rapidly in a destoyer,
its superheaters, built only for intermirtent use, had to be lighted
for three and four days’ running. For days and even nights on end,
the crew had to stand general quarters while the ship was kept
“buttoned up.” Men had to keep in readiness for the instant reaction
and split-second dming necessary to riddle a plane bent on sacrifi-
cial death. Sleep became the rarest commodity and choicest luxury,
like water to a shipwrecked mariner,

The caprure of Okinawa cost the United States Navy 34 naval
vessels and craft sunk, 368 damaged, over 4g9oo sailors killed or
missing in action, and over 4800 wounded. Tenth Army lost 7613
killed or missing in action and 31,800 wounded. Sobering as it is to
record such losses, the sacrifice of these men is brightened by our
knowledge that the capture of Okinawa helped to bring Japanese
leaders to face the inevitable surrender.

* The Iwo-Ocean War. Boston: Little Brown & Co., 1963
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The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in commending the
UNITED STATES SEI- EMMONS
for service as follows:

‘' For outstanding heroiam in action while attached to Mine
Squadron TWENTY, operating under Commander Mine Force,
~aciflc Floet, from March 24 to 31; and thereafter under the op-
erational control of Commander Transport Screen, from Aprii
1to 6, 1946, during operations for the seizure of enemy japaneae-
heid Okinawa, RyukyuIsiands. Ailthough lightlyarmed and high-
iy vuinerable while operating in dangerous mined waters, the
U.3.3. EMMONS readered harolc service in minesweeping, fire
support, radar picket, anti-suicide boat, anti-submarine and anti-
alrcraft screen missions. A paturaland frequent target for heavy
Japaneseasrial attack, she was constantiy vigliant and ready for
battle, fighting her guns valiantly against a group of Japanese
sulcide planes strildng in force on April 6, and downing six of
the atteckars before five others crashed her in rapid succession,
kiiling or wounding many personnsl and inflicting damage which
necessitated her sinking. By her own aggressaiveness and the
courage and skill of her officers and men, the U.S.5. EMMONS
achisvaed a record of gallantry in combat reflecting the highest
cradit upon herseif and the United States Naval Service.’’

Allparsonna] attached to and serving ecnhoardthe U.5.8. EMMONS from March
24 to April 6, 1845, are authorized to wear the NAVY UNIT CCMMENDATION
Ribbon.

Ref: BdAwds 3rd and 5th end on Joka L. Zwitiveny
CoMinLant ltr ser 2784 of 3 Sept Secretary of the Navy
1947 (Serials 0374 of 5 Feb 1948 and 0703 of 15 Mar 1948)
AppSacNav 13 1948






The Grumman "Mellcat” (F&F) was the carrier-based fighter which accounted for
most of the Japanese planes shot down in aerial combat during the war. From
his battle station in the main battery director Lt.(Jg)} Merriil counted 14 of
them in the Combat Alr Patrol (CAP) assigned to provide air cover for the Em-
mons and her sweep unit on April 6, 1945. The Hellcat had a wing span of 42/
10" and was armed with six ,50-cal. machine guns. Wilth jts 2,100 h.p. radial
engine the F&F=5's spoed was 375 m.p.h, {U.5. Naval Institute Collection.)







U.S.S. EMMONS (DMS-22)

Report by Lt.(jg) Ralph F. Merrill, USN*

In writing this report I will only record those incidents I recall by ob-
servation or the answers to questions I have put to various men aboard ship
whom I felt were qualified to give accurate and useful information. I will try
to give a recurrence of the events that involved the USS EMMONS (DMS-22) on 6
April, 1945 against the enemy.

My general quarters station was in the Mk. 37 Gun Director as illumination
officer, spotter and JA talker. My primary duty was assisting the Gunnery Of-
ficer aboard ship. :

Abcut 1515 to 1520 the word came over the IMC "all hands to general quar-
ters." At the time I was in my stateroom after port side of superstructure
on Bl level. I grabbed my life jacket on the way out, but stopped and looked
out the door leading to the forward deck house super. I saw a ball of black
and gray smoke. My first thought was that a plane or bomb had just missed the
RODMAN. I then scrambled up the ladder inside the superstructure and manned
my station in the Gun Director. It was not until I arrived at my station that
I became aware of what had actually happened. I learned from the Control Of-
ficer that an enemy plane had emerged from a cloud 4000 feet directly over the
RODMAN and, as we saw a few minutes later, left a gapping hole on each side of
her bow above the waterline, with the foc'sle deck above ripped open. We had
been providing fire support for a division of AM's at this time, who were
sweeping off the northwestern coast of Okinawa along with the USS RODMAN. We
did not at this time have air cover. Our air search radar SA was relatively
ineffective as the proximity to land on each side saturated the scope. A close
watch was being kept on the SG radar for low-flying planes. There facts I
found out from CIC after establishing commmnication.

The next 15 to 20 minutes were relatively free of any action. We began to
circle the USS RODMAN to offer protection and at same time started to go along-
side to offer what aid we could. The Captain of the RODMAN evidently decided
his ship could handle the job, for we backed off and resumed our circling of
the crippled ship. All during this periocd the crew in the Director were keep-
ing a sharp lookout on all sides and overhead for more attacks. Fourteen (14)
Hellcats (F6F's) had arrived on the scene and were offering us air cover.

About the time of their arrival in the area, (F6F), we began to spot other
planes. They were out of range of the guns, so we kept a sharp watch on them.
As I was connected with Sky Control, 40MM and CIC, I reported all planes I saw
to these stations so they could also keep an eye on them. Our CAP had already
begun to investigate these planes, which were flying over the islands to the
west of Okinawa or over Okinawa itself, in a southerly direction. We could see
some of the planes being shot down, s¢0 I made an effort to count the CAP each
time they came near enough to distinguish them, and each time I found 14
planes. These Hellcats were doing a marvelous job being everywhere to inter-
cept the Jap planes before they came within range. Events started to speed up
as it appeared more Jap planes were arriving con the scene and in greater num-

* Written immediately after the EMMONS was sunk off Okinawa by kamikazes on 6
April 1945. Retyped, unedited, from a copy sent to me by Captain Ralph F.
Merrill, USN (Ret.) in September, 1997,

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
October ’ 1997



USS EMMONS - Report by Lt.(jg) R. F. Merrill, USN

bers. The first plane I recall that came in close seemed to appear out of
nowhere on the starboard side {probably came in low over the island). We
commenced firing, but the surprise he accomplished in getting so close did
not allow for a good solution to be transmitted to the guns. He came through
our fire but to our further surprise he did not crash the ship; instead, he
passed over the fantail, altitude 50 feet, and commenced to climb, turning to
the left, away from the direction we were heading. Our bursts continued to
trail him for some time, the elevation was fairly good. He opened the range
to about 7000 yards as he made a wide circle to the left and then commenced
his dive again. We had been firing steadily at him, but he seemed to pass
through everything we put out. He came right on in heading for the fantail

2 second time but misjudged or was killed by a 20 or 40 MM, because the plane
just skimmed over the top of the fantail and splashed in the water 50 yards
on the port quarter. Up to this time I had seen 16 Jap planes crashed by the
CAP. In regards to the planes splashed by the CAP, no enemy plane appeared
to take any evasive action against them except probably speed, which was not
evident to me aboard ship.

Up to this time we had not received any word in the director of casual-
ties to the guns or fire control equipment. Shortly after the first plane
crashed astern, a second plane crashed on the port side in about the same
place, relative to the ship. Planes seemed to be all over the sky at this
time, and we tried to concentrate on the most dangerous ones with the main
battery. My attention was called by the rangefinder operator, who was also
acting as lockout, to a third plane which had evidently made an attack and
missed, splashing astern. About this time we were told in the Director over
the JA circuit of a plane approaching on a certain bearing. I informed the
Control Officer and trainer, who immediately came to that bearing with the
aid of the MK 10 bearing indicator. The information must have originated
from the Bridge, because they came back and said we were on the wrong bear-
ing and repeated the bearing. I checked the bearing myself in the Director,
and according to the bearing indicator we were on bearing. I knew something
must be wrong with either bridge gyro repeaters or the one in the Director.
I then asked for the course we were on, intending to check the helmsman's
bearing repeater against both trainer's indicator and the Control Officer's,
noting if there was a discrepancy between the latter two. I received the
information immediately and saw that the trainer's indicator was about 120
degrees off. The Control Officer's indicator was all right. I informed
both Control Officer and director trainer of that fact so that they could
act accordingly. What happened to the plane that was reported I don't know.
Shortly after this incident we all noticed a plane approaching fast, low
over the water off our starboard bow. We took this plane under fire, but he
continued on through, heading straight for the superstructure. When about
400 yards from the ship he turned slightly left and passed down our starboard
side at about bridge height. Just before he came to the fantail he did a
slight wing over and crashed on the fantail. I observed his flight until he
crashed, after which I tested my communication with the Bridge and found it
satisfactory. I heard no reports come over this circuit concerning damage
or casualties.

I next observed that the minesweepers had continued their sweep and were
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12,000 to 14,000 yards northeast of us, near the northern extremity of Okinawa.
I noticed that they were firing and locking through the bincculars. I could
see a number of planes flying low over the water, some going over the island,
others circling wide away from the minesweepers and making a run between the
islands towards the RODMAN and ourselves. One of the planes headed straight
for us, flying very low over the water. At about 8,000 yards range the CAP,
consisting of 6 or 7 Hellcats, started attacking him besides the fire we were
directing at him. He did quite a lot of fishtailing, which seemed to slow him
up considerably, so that our solution was erratic. As he closed to machine
gun range the 20 MM and 40 MM opened up and did some excellent firing. The
CAP ignored our firing and still kept after him and finally succeeded in
splashing him in flames 1500 yards off our starboard beam.

It was during this attack that the rangefinder and supporting arm stopped
receiving crosslevel, as she tilted against the stops. The rangefinder opera-
tor switched it to manual while I turned the handwheel to bring it up to a
horizontal position. I checked with Plot, as the Control Officer and trainer
who manned the JP and 41 VS circuits were busy, to see if the stable element
was operating satisfactorily. They replied in the affirmative, so I continued
to keep the rangefinder horizontal, as nearly as possible, using the hand
crank. It was just after this last attack that the rangefinder operator
locked out of the hatch to find a new target when he shouted to "duck" and
stand by for a crash. Everyone ducked in the Director and braced themselves.
In a matter of seconds a loud crash was heard and the Director was shaken vio—
lently. A few seconds later it was followed by another which threw debris up
on our Director. This one was followed almost instantly by a third crash.
They all felt as though they hit in the same part of the ship. On the last
crash there was a lot of gasoline thrown upon the top of the Director and into
the Director itself. It had the peculiar odor of gasoline but did not burn or
eat the skin, which I am told is characteristic of 100 octane gasoline. The
smell and fumes did not seem as strong as ordinary auto gasoline.

After the last crash the Control Officer gave the order to abandon the
Director. The rangefinder operator lifted the escape hatch down into the bat-
tle lookout tower but found a mass of flames, so everyone left by the hatches
in the top of the Director. I climbed out of the hatch and dropped down the
back of the Director to the flying bridge. I learned later from the Control
Officer that the slewing sight was torn off and there was no power in the Di-
rector.

On the flying bridge I saw some of the men laying Ensign Elliott down.
He appeared to be badly wounded, but I did not see any external evidence of
injury. T aided Lt. Griffin in lowering Ensign Elliott to the bridge and saw
that escape down the inside ladder was impossible. The whole bridge was on
fire on the port and starboard side. Only the after part of the bridge was
free of flames. I then descended the ladder down the mast with the idea of
having Lt. Griffin passing Ensign Elliott down. As I reached the 2nd deck T
saw that it, too, was all in flames with fire pouring out of the door leading
to CIC. T then went to get some men with a hose to see if we could subdue the
major part of the fire on 2nd deck and allow the remaining men on the after
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part of the bridge to descent the ladder. Jumping to the main deck I saw -
that the hoses previously laid out on deck were beneath considerable debris.

I then noticed that the people on the bridge seemed to be descending all

right, so I aided two men in releasing a life raft at the break of the main

deck. I went aft and found Lt. Griffin in charge. I then aided in grouping

the wounded between the break in the deckhouse and administering what first

aid was possible with the equipment at hand. When the wounded were squared

away as best that circumstances provided, I helped connect up hoses on the

port side of the main deck so they could be utilized against the fire forward.

There seemed to be an absence of any organized repair party.

puring this period the 20 MM ammunition forward, that was used for re-
plenishing empty drums, was exploding. The ship itself was settling slowly
to starboard. I saw Esposito and told him to make sure all depth charges
were on safe, and he said they were, having already checked them. While aft
obtaining a nozzle for a hose to be used forward I noticed that the fantail
was demolished. All the sweeping gear and depth charges on the fantail were
gone.

After repeated attempts by Roberts, QM2/c, to have one of the AM's come
alongside or send boats to take off the wounded, the PGM-11 came alongside
to port and commenced taking off the wounded. About this instant the ammu-
nition in Gun #2 handling room exploded. When this occurred the Skipper of
the PGM passed the word for all hands to come aboard who were coming aboard.
As we cleared the side, Guns 1 and 2 and the whole superstructure were a mass
of flames, intensified by the explosion of Gun 2 which seemed to spread the
fire. That is the last I saw of the EMMONS as we immediately got under way
at 18 Knots for Kerama Retto. The PGM-11 took off all remaining survivoers,
which totaled 63 men including a number of wounded.

R. F. MERRILL, Lt (jg), USN



The steel-hulled motor gunboat PGM=11] (Lt. Eugene H. George, USNR) braved
flames and exploding ammunition to assist the Emmons after she was hit by
Ffive kamikazes on 6 April 1945, While alongside there was a large explo-
sion under Gun No. 2, and the Emmgns was abandoned. PGM~1] cut her moor-
ing lines, backed away as fast as possible and made for the protected an-
chorage at Kerama Retto, She del/ivered 63 survivors to the transport USS
Gosper (APA-170) early the next morning. Other survivors were picked out
of the water by smaller minesweepers ("AMI!s"), PGM=11 was 173 feet long
and had a normal complement of 80 men. (U,S. Naval Institute Collection)







Prepared 6/17/47
00 142051 rql S3igned

The President of the United States takes nleasupe in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

LIEUTENANT EUGENE HOWARD GEORGE
URITED 3TATES KAVAL RESERVE

for service as set roz-thlin the following
CITATION:

“For consploucus gallantry and intrepidity as
Commanding Officer of the U.3.3. PON 11, in action
against enemy Japanese forces during the assault on
Okinawa, April 6, 1945. After a friendly shin vas
nit and set ablaze by enemy action, Lieutenant George
brought his vessel alongside the stricken shin and
rescued many of her officers and men despite the
danger from exploding magazines and the constant
threat of Japanese Kamilmze attacks. His skill,
courage and devotion to duty were in teeping with the
highest traditicns of the United States Haval Service."

For the President,
Copy to
Public Reltions, Navy Dept.

Ref; ComPhibPac Sertal 01959 August 20, 1945
Secretary of the Mavy

Editor!s Note: This drart citation is on file at the Naval
Historical Center/Washington Navy Yard. The formal citation
was signed by Secretary of the Navy James V. Forrestal.
E, A. Wilde, Jr,
December, 1997
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Narraiive by:

ilm YNo. 383
Recorded:

N

wid Gheed

Lieutenant John J. Griffin, Jr., USKR
USS EMIONS, ImS22, lost at Okinawa.

Lisutenant Griffin was the senior
surviving officer aboard the IS EMMONS
when the captain was blown overboard as
five Jap sulcide planes fatally hit the
ship off Okinawa on & April 1945. The
captain was rescued and is expected to
come to Washington when he recovers.
Lieutenant Griffin tells of his own
Ymiraculous® escape and the escape of
several others., He also cliies several
instances of heroism.

Copy No. / of three copies.

2l May 19L5 Rough Transcript: Arienta, 25 May 1545
Smooth Transcript: Beckman, 30 May 1945
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Narrative by: Lieutenant John J, Griffin, Jr., USMNR
USS EM#ONS, DMS22, lost at Okinawa.

Lisytanant Griffin:

The following narrative is being submitted by Lieutenant Jomn J,
Griffin, Jr,, USNR, Gunnery Officer aboard the USS EMMONS, DMS22,

This report is being given in the absence of commanding officer,
Lieutenant Commander Eugone Foss, II, who at the present tine is a
casualty now in the United States Naval Hospital, Eonolulu, I'm
merely concerning my remarks today with the action on April 6,
Lieutsnant Commander Foss originally placed this ship in commission at
the Bath Iron Works on December 5th, 1941 and stayed with it up until
the time the ship was sunk off Is Shima, His awplifying remarks ragard-
ing the history of the FMIONS probably can be told wlth much more accur-
acy and in a better manner than I, since my reporting to duty aboard the
EMMONS was on May 3, 1943.

With ragard to the action on April 6étk, (1945) thils vessel was in
company with the USS RODMAN, DMS21, which at that time was the senior
ship under the command of Commander Kervin, We were engaging in support=-
ing operations of Sweep Unit 11 in the northern Okinaws ares George 3
just east of Ie Shima in the Ryukyu Islands,

About 1515, local time, combat information center informed all sta-
tions over the circuits that two enemy aireraft had been reportiad by the
0SS MACONMB, DMS23. The MACOMB at the time was operating in an adjacent
vieiaity, I, at the time, was in the main battery director, checked the
indicator bearing and saw two enemy planes making a diva bombing attack
on our sister ship the RODMAN. Al]l guns wera2 brcught to bear but 1t was
too late since the RODMAN had already suffersd a suicide hit on her fore-
cagtla and immediataly broke out into flames,

The second plane attacked, dropped s bomb, veersd off in a dive ard
headed astarn, We lmmedintely took that plane under fire but as the
range continued to opern and a solution was not obtainable, we did not
produce any effective results. FHowever, the plane disappeared over the
horizon,



DECLASSIFIED

Fith the RODMAN in Slames and the intensity of the flames growing,
praparations wers made to go a2longside and give whatever assistance could
vossibly be rendersd, TFire hoses were broken out on deck and Captain Foss
signalled the RODMAN as to wbat they desired to be done, Their fire par-
ties and repair parties were abls to get the flames under relative control
85 it was unnecessary for us to go alongside the ill-fated ship.

CAP DID FINE JOB

A% this time numercus bogies were repocrted in the area and the combail
air patrol planes, which were giving support at the time, did a splendid
job of engaging these enemy craft in dog fignts, I am sefe in saying that
at least 50 enemy planes were knocked down by the splendid, courageous and
brave flying of the planes that were carrier-bazed, It was quite s treat
to see the fearless manner in which these aviators corducied themselves
during this afternoon turkey shoot. However, it appeared that the enemy
planes did not choose to engage the pilots, that is, the Navy pilots, They
were zore intent to concentrate cn accomplishing their mission and erashing
tke vessels that were in the immediate vicinity,

While we were supporting tbe RCDMAN many attacks were diracied ageinst
us. Tonys, Vals and Zekes were identified as predomirant, We deflaitely
shot down six planes before we suffered the first cf five sulcide hits,
Also we had close misses, aprroximately four, which were so close to the
skin of the ship that they did not cause fatal damage but seversd the seams
in the bulkheads,

The firsdhit which we took was on the fantail, I don't know the size
of bomb carried by this plane, »ut the miresweeping gear was blewn up over
number iwo stack and everything aft of frame 175 was completely missing.
The explosicn was terrific and 211 personnel in thet area are elther dead,
missing in acticn, or severs casualties,

The second was on the startoard side of the pilot zouse, which caused
a terrific exglosion and fire, I believe it was on this hit that Captain
Toss was blown clear, (ea he was on the wing of the oridge), blown clsar
inte the maier where he was later picked ur by a life raft and then in turn
transferred %o an A¥, minesweep, in thati area,

The <hiwd hit came on port 2ids of combat information center, Thls
hit caused tereific damage, and coupled with the fires of the secnnd hit,
made the formard area untanable to coniinus fighting., At the time I mas
in +he dirscicr. Zvery plane that cams in strafed, Bullets ricccheted of?
the director as »ell as parts of the plane that wers expleding upward.
Fortunately evsry man 1n the dirsctcr, namely the essistant gunnery officer,
reinter, trainer, radarman and sizht setter, was able to extract nizsell and
maka +o0 the main ceck, Yow this mas aceccmplished I don't kmowa But it Is
niraculous that I an alive and able to give this parrative.
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The fourth hit came on the starboard side of number three five-inch
gun. Although not as direct a hit as the other three, it caused a hola
below tke wmaterline and also small fires, The f1fik hit came near the

waterlinse at frame 30 on the starboard tow, This hit was below the water=
line, caused considerable damage and flooding in the forward area,

oRILGE AREA DESTROYED

The entire bridge area wms completely destroyed. Fire raged in all
spaces from frame 47 forward to gun one and from the main deck up, Thers
was absolutely nothing remaining of the decks from the mein desk to tae
bridge overhead, Sevaral fires were started in the after part of the shir,
and they'd break out spasmedically but we were unable to completely exting-
uish them. The proportions of the fire and the exploding ready boxes madas
fire fighting extremely diffiewli, with the handling rooms and ammuniiioen
explcding at irregular interwvals,

The firs mains were damaged to such an extent that water was unable
to be supplied; however, the sprinkling systems in thai area were in order
and actually did manage to put out fires in the handling rooms, The water
pressure couldn’t be brought over 60 pounds at any time aftsr the casunliy
pccurred,

The topside fire hoses, which were spreed cut on deck and stowed on
tke outside of the bulltheads, were useless bacause of the many holes and
cuts which resulted from the strafing attacks, Long leads had to be taken
from the engireering spaces, broken out on deck and with the low pressure it
was practically impossible to contrsl the intensity of these fires., Flood-
ing at that time was in progress in the forward and after part of the shirp
but the surprising thing i1s that the engineering spaces were not damaged at
all, They were intact and, in my estimation, that is the reason why we
stayed aflcat as long as we did,

At this time I might say that it was late in the evening, prcbably atcut
8 o'clock. Te were on deck taking care of the wounéad the best we possibly
eould, when a suicide plane came in on the port beam about 25 feet ¢ff tae
water ready Lo give us the final coup de grace. Cut of a eclear sk one of
the Navy planes smoored down on thia enemy eraft and sxecuted the greatest
geflection shot I ever hope to see, splatiirg and exploding thls piane about
200 yards on our beam, We all thought that we were finished at this polnt,
I breathed a sigh of rslief immediately after thet, tried to gst the numcer
of the plane to find out who this missionary from heeven was and that procoably
is the answer why we had a fow survivora. 7t was remarkabls,

After the second and third hits for some reeson or other the werd was
ragsed toroughout the ship to abandon ship, The origin of this order carcnpt
be ceterzined, T hava tried to investigate where the autboriiy emanatad from
but do date I haven'i recelived any adequate explanation. It weuld appear io
me that, amidst hystaria, soms members of the crew passed this word and imme-
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diately everyone started to jump over the sids,

I eame down from the maln battery director, I realized myzell as the
senior office», All personnel in CIC were killed. The executive officerts
station was in there. The captain was not on board, And I immediately gzave
orders or rather countermanded orders te abandon ship.

There were several small craft in the vieinity but apparently they did
not choose to come alongside the burning bulk and we did the best we possibly
could to control thase terrific fires and take care of our many casualties,

About six ofcloek, 1800, after I'd consulted the chief enginser and the
firat lisutenant who was on board at the times as to the condition of the
spaces below, it was descided that we would have to abandon ship, but we wers
going to stay on as long as we possibly could., The reasons were that the
vort main engine was inoperable, There was no means of steering the ship as
the rudder had been blown off, We couldn't control fires due to the combine
ation of the intensity and the low preasure on the main, The ship was taking
more water and began to settle precipitously at the stern and likewlse there
was imminent danger of explosion of both magmzines and fuel tanks and the
entire battery was out wilth the exception of two 20 am, guns.

HULK SUNK BY FLAGSHIP

fle were finally rescued by the PGM 1l at about 1930, Captain Georgs,
the commanding officer, showed marvelous skill in bringing his sbip alongside,
At that time 1t was only my intention to transfer the wounded, and after that
had been done to have the PGM 11 train its hoses on the forwerd part in an
effort to quench the fires, However, just about that time the upper handling
room of gun two exploded, causing a rather large explosion, and then I decided
that we could do nothing more than to order all hands to abandon ship, Hose
lines, bowever, were still being direscted on the fire, All the angineering
spaces ware secure, And I'm absolutely certain that all secret and confiden-
“tial commmication publications were destroyed, There was little fear of the
ship d=ifting inio ensmy beaches because at that time other largs craft were
coming over the horizon to try to give us assistance,

211 during this time while we were in this condition the RCODMAN likewise
was having her problems, too. She had taken three hits., She had shot down I
don't know how many planes but I understand approximstely four, She had near
nisses and her f{ires were as gresati an intensity as ours.

Thiles %8 werez on the FGM 11 en route to Kerams Rhetto where we wers latar

transferred to ihe hospital ship, USS GOSFER, APA 170, hizher autherity was
advised of the possibility of sarving the ship, It was reported, however,
later on the followlng day that the hulk was sunk by the USS ELLYSON, DMS 19,
our {lagship,

Jbile we were on board there were six officers and 57 men who remained
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at their stations to the end and fought desperately to esave the EMNONS from
destruction, I feel certain that had aid arriwved earlier that probably the
vessel might have been able to be salvaged,

The wounded were cared for at the scene to the best of the ability of
the men aboard and acts of heroism were seen on every side, During tnis
three-hour air battle all the guns fired beautifully and tha firs control
squipment functioned perfectly. On one occasion two planes were coming in
on the starboard hand, the five«inch battery got one and the 40 mm, got the
other simultaneously. It certainly was a grand exhibition of gunmnery,

GOT PLANE WITH COMMON PROJECTILE

I might add at this time that the action which took place earliesr in
the morning when we were attacked by aircraft, although we made no hits,
ammmnltion was expendsd which probably could have been used in this after=
noon's engagement, Cun three in one particular instance ran so low of
ammunition that she was forced to fire starshells and common projectilss,
While in local control the gun captain shot down one Jap plane using a com
mon projectlle which is scmething ocut of the ordinary, Probebly was mors
luck than skill,

We only had sufficient anmmunition for one mors attack remaining when
everything went out of condition, Probably the fact that we did not have
ammunition In our magazines and handling rooms was a blessing in disguise as
I am quite certain that we would have exploded the megazines and th= ship
would heve gone up much sooner than it did,

While we were aboard one of the main worries was the condition of the
fuel tanks and whether they would bs able to stil] keep thelr fuel integrity.
It sc happened that the fuel tanks were in the following conditions: 4 2 waz
empty, A 3 and 4 were in ballast, A 5, 6 and 7 filled to about 95%, C 2 and
C 402 £illed 95% with diemel o0il, C 3 and 4 ballast, C 7 and 8 f£41led 80%,
£ 9 and C 10 empty, T 401 filled to aboubt 95% and C 9 and C 10 were about to
be ballast when general ordera was sounded, Why these spaces were not rup-
tursd I don!'t know,

With regard to any further amplifying comments regarding the action I
believe that Liesutspant Ccmmander Foss, upon his return to active duty, can
furaish other inecidents that bappened prior to his belng forelbly ajected
from the bridge., Also he can give s more lsarned and accurate, detail report
regarding the history of ithe EMMONS in such actlons as Normandy, Cherboursg,
Southern France and submarine hunts in through the waters of the Mediterran-

aslle
Lisutenant Portar:

Lieutenans Griffin, wuld you nind enlarging or the situation in the
fighter dirmetor when you succeedad in getting out?

Lisntenant Griffin:

During the attack I was in control outsids the hateh and as the planes
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cams in ths strafing bullsts were ricocheting off the director. At the time
of the second hit flames enveloped ths entire briize area ac well as the
flying bridga. EHowever, I still had communication w#ith the zuns, immediate-
ly told them to throw their battery in the local control and the gun captain
to take over. It was immediataly after I had issuad my last order when the
third plane came in and hit on the opposits sids, At this point the flames
Zrew greatar in intenslity and it was easily recognizabls that we could no
longer stay in the director. We had no commnies*ion. 4ll guns were no%
funetioning in automatic and I issued the order to abandon the director,

I, for one, grabbed ahold of the radar antenna and jumped down to ths
flying oridg=. As I arrived there the deck plates were hot. Ensizn Zlliott
was3 there who at that time probably performed the greetsst feat of bravery
aboard. FHe threw himself before five enlisied men, took machine gun bullets
in his back, parts of the plane in his bedy, later died in my arms.

Prom that point I went down the laddar af't of the flag bazs, made the
maln deck and from thers on we started doing the best we possitly could do
£ight the fires and taks care of the wounded,

Other mzn in the director, namely Lisutenant Merrill, Seaman Young,
Gunner's Mate Lelstman, Radarmen Robinson, and Fire Controlman Diehl later
reportad that they made their way out the same may I did,.

Another incideni that occurred which probably would be interasting to
commant on 1s the work done by Fire Controlman Hudson and Hoateswazin!s Mate
Flanagan, These two men were responsible for rescuing Lieutenant #illiamson
and Lisutenant Nelson and 20 enlisted personnel from the araas of the wardroom.
The wardrooa was completely enveloped in flames and smokas. Hudson forced his
way up from nis batile station which was in plot, up through the provision
hateh, into the wardroom passageway, through the upper handling room which was
in Tlames, up through the ladder in zun one, iriesd to reach the mer in the
wardroom through the upper handling rcom of gum two, was beaten back 28 g re-
sult of the Iintense flames, but due to his determination and bravery tried to
Toree a pessage tarough the chief!'s quarters,

de zained entranece to the cniaf's quariars through the hols in the siar-
coard zids #nich wms made by the Fifth hit, He was unable toc accomplish that
fagt 20 h2 retraced his staps, came back, put the fires out in zun one, went
down th2 ladder end finally got word io these men woo wers trapped to come up
througn the l=dder in gun »ne, It was a remarkable feat of bravery and recca=
zendations have teen made for 3Soaiswaln!s Mats Flanagan and Firs Conirolaan
Hudson,

The muster of crew showed there to be 121 su»vivers, 6% wounded in action,
34 missing in actien, and 16 %xi1l=d in action. The personnel who have been
lizted as missing in actlon h=ve been changed to the status of killed in actlon.
dmongst the officers thers are six suwrvivors, six wounded, six missing and ome

’ .
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killed., The officers listed as missing in action have been changed to the
status of deceased,

Verious members of the crew reported to me that while they wers in the
water and in whaleboats that enemy planes strafed them, I trisd to make an

investigation of this point but a8 far as I am concerned there is little
credence for such a report.

Captain Wright:

CGriffin, were there any cases of privation during loading or ammunition
firing or anything 1iks that,

Lieutenant Griffin:

Captain, with regard to the battery itself probably the most interasting
and outstanding thing reported to me was the fact that when we were so low in
ammmnition that we were firing starshells and common projectiles, that in many
instances loading crews were actually loading and firing special awmmunition
with the plaztic nose on fire and cartridge cases with the cork on fire. Some
of these loaders and powdermen kept on loading and firing ammunition in this
condition esusing burns to their hands and arms, It was quite a tribute te
the ship to see that boys know what to do under ccnditione such as that. It
proved that the long drills and exsrcises that we have hed were of some defin-
ite benefit,

Captaln Wright:

Griffin, as a result of this experience what recommendations do you have
that might be helpful in further conduct of the war?

Lieutenant Griffins

The thing that struck me and a recommendation whick I would like to offer
at this time is the fact that first aid, instead of belng made an electoral
subject amongst officers and crew, should be made compulsory, By that I mean
that a man should be able to know how to take care of advanced casualties such
as dismemderments and serious burns, Medieal insiruction in the past had been
given by the doctor and many classes were held but it so happened that when

fe time came to administar tc = casualty that many did not know what to do.

As 2 result of that I feel that all men should be made to take a course of in-
Btruction and pass an examination tc help the other individual wher it comes to
a situetlon cf aiding the wounded,

Lieutenant Portar:

Licuterent Griffin, I understand that your name is spelled G=-R-I-F-F-I-%,
Will you kindly spell the name of Ensign Elliott and the other men *hat you
mentioned,
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Lieutenant Griffin:

The spelling of the names of the men who were in the main battery director
are as follows: Young, Y-0-U-N-G; Leistman, I-E-I-S-T-M-A-N; Robinson, R-0-B-
I-N=-S~0-N; Diehl, D-I-E~H-L; Merrill, M-E~R~R-I-1-L, The two men who acted so
bravely in rescuing the two officers and twenty enlisted men are Flanagan,
F-1~A-N-A-G-2-N; and Budson, H=-U-D=S-0=N, The officer who was killed as a re-
sult of strafing 1s Flliott, E=l~I1~I-0-T-T,
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U. s. s-

Emmons

List of Officers;

(DMS=-22 )

April 6, 19ous!

*FOSS, Eugene N., 1! LCDR USNR Command ing Officer
*%[ YNDS, Temple J., Jr. LT USNR  Executive Ofrficer
WILLIAMSON, Charles R. LT(MC) USNR Medlcal Officer
WARNER, William J. LT USNR  Ass’t. t1st Lieutenant
GRIFFIN, John J., Jr. LT USNR Gunnery Officer
MINTON, Morris C. LT USNR  Engineering Officer
*wF [SHER, Stanley L. LT( jg} USNR Ass!t., CIC & Comm.
*MENAUGH, Thomas H. LT( jg) USNR Ist Lieutenant
*%HORWITZ, David LT( jg) USNR  Communications Officer
MERRILL, R., Frederick LT(jg} USN Ass't. Gunnery Officer
*DAVENPORT, Ralph M., Jr.LT(jg) USNR Minesweeping Officer
*SMITH, Howard 8. LT(jg) USNR Ass'!t. Engineering Off.
“wSWEENEY, Kenneth F. LT(jg) USNR CIC/Fighter Director
*% JONES, John V. LT( jg) USNR Ass!t. Communications
NELSON, H. F. LT( jg) USNR Supply & Disbursing OFFf.
*%STEADMAN, Alan ¥. Egiﬁgn USNR  Sonar Officer
*SHEERAN, James J. Ensign USNR  Ass't, Gunnery Officer
*%ELLJOTT, Ross T., Jr. Ensign USNR Ass't. Gunnery Officer
**THEISS, George L., Jr. Ensign USNR Ass'!'t. Engineering OFF.

% & & % % % N % % % X »

Source: The shipl's List of Officers for February, 1945, less

Lt, (jg) John J. Gilligan, USNR, detached on 3/18/u45 for tempo-
rary duty aboard the USS Rodman (DMS-21). Capt. R. Frederick
Merritl, USN (Ret.) and John J. Griffin, Jr. assisted with the

rirst names.

Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was heavily damaged by kami-
kazes off Okinawa on April 6, 1945, according to a machine~
generated casualty report prepared by the Bureau of Naval Per=~

sonnel! in 1946,
E. A, Wilde, Jr.

February, 1997
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U.5.5. Emnons {DM5-22)

Muster Roll of the Crew, 6 April 1545’

*%AKERS, Eugene C,
*ALLBAUGH, Edward O.
¥ALLEN, Car! C.

“*ANDERS, Jack L.
YANDERSON, Conwell Axel

**ANDERSON, Edwin T., Jr.

814-57=-12
861-09-38
336-85-62
314=19~42
959-89~02

782=71-81

*ANDERSON, Robert Gordon 251-78=36
*ANDERSON, Willard Vincent301=31-43

*ARMBRUSTER, Harold W.
ARPAIA, Angelo E.

*ARRENHOLZ, Frederick 0.
ASH, Marvin H. .
ASHCRAFT, Walter E.

¥sASHMORE, James C,
AVERY, George W., Jr.

YAYER, Donald W,
BAKER, Floyd ¥.
*BAKER, Raymond K.
BAKER, Thomas 8.
BALTHROPE, Marvin S.

*BASILE, Frank J.
BATES, Rupert E.
BECK, Clifford ¥.

“BENFORD, Michael W.

*BEST, Arthur L.

*¥»3[LGER, Frederick A.
BLAIR, walter D,
*3LOOM, Monroe H.
*%BLUME, Paul F.
*8LUMER, Arthur L.

*8LY, Zane R.
BOETTCHER, Herman M.

*%BONHAGE, Joseph F,
BORDER, George C.

**BORELLI, John V.

*%BOWER, Harry T., Jr.
BOYLE, william J.
BOYSIEWICK, Walter (n)
BRAUM, Robert A.
BRILL, David .

CAIRL, Frank R., Jr.
CAMPBELL, Robert L.
**CARACCIOLO, Joseph P,
*»»CARLTON, David A.

CARNER, Robert L.

953=-27~44
658-63-77

753=56-28
959-92-39
273=39-02
575-99-02
269=30-12

202=02=-21
874~73-85
31 4-25-06
641-82-37
957 ~47=32

707=17-70
636-53-81
202-02=27
711-66-85
269=-16-62

651-60-25
667-26=76
811-90~22
822-22-44
822~21-88

615-50-58
320=-80=22
550-73-79
820-88-45
820-88=-51

234-45-16
825-14-86
707-12~50
822~25=-59
209-16-66

225~54-29
892-96-30
614-53-37
268~28-35
835-57-88

Filc
Ste
CGM
S2c¢
S2¢

F2c
F2c¢
Fece
F2c
SZ2c

Fec
SZc
F2ec
F2c
F2ec

BMtc
F2c
Fee
Fee
Fee

S2¢c
WT3c
SC2ce
Sic
StM2c

Fec
Ste
Y3c
S2c
Ste

EM3c
SSMLEc
EM3c
Fte
SZ2e¢

Rdm3c
Fle
Ste
MM3c
S2c¢

Fle
Fle
Ste
BM1 ¢
MM3c






USS Emmons (DMS-22); Muster Roll, 4/6/u5

*CARTER, George P.
CASSELL, Joseph A,
CASTELLO, Domingues R.

*CAUDLE, Theodore F.

*%CHADSEY, Willfam L.

*CHANTLIN, Clarence (n)
*CHARA, Paul J.
**CIELENSKI, Henry S.

COATES, Thomas E., Jr.
*COLE, Donald G.

**COLLIN, Charles R.
*COLWECK, Roy H.
COMALANDER, John S., Jr.
COOFPER, Russell F.
*COPPOLA, Arthur J.

CORDREY, Charles O.
COUGHENNOWER, Will iam E.
*COWLEY, Charles T.
CRAWLEY, William F,
CREMEANS, Leonard L.

CRUZ, Sherwood A.
*CURRY, Donald 8.
**DAY, Robert L.
DEANS, Bartiey (n)
%DEESE, Billy R.

*DELVE, Paul H.
D'ENTREMONT, Staniey J.
DEVERELL, Roy I.

DIEHL, Raymond M.
DODD, Paul F,

*DODZ IK, Andrew J.
DOLASKY, Willlam E.

**DONALDSON, John L.
*DOWD, Charles W,
DOWELL, Robert (n)

DOZ IER, Jessie L.
*EATON, Lafayette C,.
*EDELMAN, Jack (n)

ESPOSITO, Anthony S.

ESQUIVEL, Francisco S.

**FECTEAU, Charles (n) Jr.
FETTERHOFF, Charles B.
*F LANAGAN, John J.
FLYNN, Patrick J.
FOUST, James D,

829=30-34
836-65-20
202-60-26
892-96=50
202-02=-20

847 -46=21
706=54=15
724-89-72
358-19-24
724-89=15

724-89=-73
724-89-85
892-78-62
381 =24=09
711=-67-66

224-39-73
664=-14=69
856-56-73
632-03-03
S560-49-17

560~87-71
648-48-92
724=-55=-51
263-73-81
575-44-02

618~61-20
762-27-48
606-16~08
646=-31-56
606~17-14

646~31-58
646=-32-26
827~-28-91
321 ~18=42
556=48-48

892-78-30
261=97-55
812~87-41
2eh=-39~-76
968-41 =34

823-12=24
652=-05=52
650~10=-47
711=-67~10
833~99-64

--_-———---———--—-———--———-.-—u——

See
F2e
EM3c
Ftle
RAM3c

StM2c
Stc
Rdm3c
S2¢
Stc

Rdm3c
Stle
S2c
CwT
S2c

MaM3c
EM2c
FC3¢
CMM
Stc

F2c
AM2¢
RM3c
SZ2c
SZ2c

MoMMZ ¢
Filc
FC2c
FClc
wWTtc

SoMtc
SoM2c
S2c
CRM
StMrc

S2¢c
CPhM
Stle
St1c
SZ2c

Fece
MMZ2c
BMZc
S2c
MM3c
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FRAMPTON, Wayne E.
FRANKLIN, Edison F.
*¥*GOCELLA, Joseph A.
GRIECO, Juljus R.
GUTHRIE, Robert E.

HAIRSTON, Daniel W.
HAMMOND, Claude ¥.
*HARDY, Charles W.
HAUGHNEY, Luke J.
HEATH, Harold J.

**HEBERT, Philip B.
HECK, Kenneth E.
HENWOOD, William E.

**HERRON, George H., Jre.
HILLIARD, Robert 8.

HOBART, Earl C.

*HOFFMAN, Edwin L.
**HORVAT IN, Rudolph J.
*%HOWE, Hudson C.
*HUBBARD, LeRoy W.

*HUDSON, Loulis P.
*HUNKELE, George E., Jr.
*HUNTER, Robert E.
*IGOU, Frederick L.
¥* INFANTO, O'Neil L.

IRISH, Vaughn L.
*IRONS, Ear! J., Jr.
** JACOBOWSKI, Kenneth J.
*JACOBY, Philip A.
*JENSEN, David (n)

* JESSEN, Jes R.
*JOLLY, Armand J.
KANARIAN, Paul (n)
*KELLER, Charles L.
**KENNEDY, Chester H.

*KENNEDY, George T.
*KICHLINE, John A,
*KISER, Martin R.

**KOHL, Cleo R.
KORNEY, James (n)

KAOM, Edwin J.
*KUBANY, Milan J.
*KURTZMAN, Edward 1.

*»[AJEUNESSE, Arsene L.
*[AKIN, Louis E.

957-61=-88
262-73-77
608-01~24
224-39-81
614-02=-98

811 -20-04
883-66-91
603-74~89
8117124
234=31-84

807 -67-60
2U5=74-26
245=74-43
372-42-60
822-21-43

802-79~16
249-94-83
822-21-95
205-47-82
638-27=-12

680~-04-03
635-86-69
822-21=-52
653-86-81
800-35-83

807-60-54
205~-48-18
958-97-93
283-61-16
224-39-85

553-16=26
202-25-58
205=22=-44
293-15-95
250-65-97

615-85-19
243-55-98
656=30-86
QU281 =14
667-01-23

6016179
653=25=49
817-73-57
825-55-03
300-11-47

S2¢
S2¢
Ste
MM1 ¢
CMIc

StM1c
83¢
SM2¢c
SC3c¢c
CMM

Ste
Stc
Ftle
GMI ¢
S2¢

F2e

QM3c
SM3c
RM3¢c
FC2c

FCZc
Stc
S2c¢
Stc
Stc

¥T3c
Ste
MM3c
GM2c
GM1 ¢

Y2c
GM3c
MM1 c
SM3c
GM2¢

PhM3c
WT1c
CRT
SoM3c
WT3c

S2¢c
YZc
AT3c
Flc
SoM2c






LARSEN, Edward J.
LAWLOR, Frank J.

LE ISTMAN, Harold R.
LETSON, Robert 8.
LUcCI, Joseph A,

*MADDEN, Howard C.
MALONEY, Richard .

WwMALLOWAY, John S.
MANN INEN, Robert P.
MANN INO, John P.

MARTIN, Robert V.
**McCARTHY, John P.

McCLURE, Willie L.
**McCOLLISTER, Donald A.
**McCONNELL, Thomas (n)

**McCONNELL, William J.
McLAUGHLIN, Michael J.
McLEAN, Burl! D.

*McRAE, John D.
MEHLE, John C,

YMELLEY, Harry J., Jr.

*¥¥MESCO, Emmett F,
MEYERS, Arthur E., Jr.
MIERZWA, Stanley J.
MILLER, Harold D.

*MONTE, Joseph D,
MOONEY, James A., Jr.
*MOORE, Raymond 8.
MOULTON, Donald H,

NATZKE, Kenneth L., Jr.

NEMES, Frank (n)
WeNEWMAN, Ralph W., Jr.
NEWTON, Richard H.

*N ICHOLS, Robert F.
*%N ICHOLS, Thomas H.

NIEBLING, James M.
*xNIX, William (n)

NUGENT, James L,
**ORTON, Thomas D., Jr.
*%QTTO, Warren P.

QULD, William R.
*PALICKI, Steven S.
PARMENTER, Charles F.
PARMENTER, Stanley A.
*PARRINELLO, Frank (n)

USS Emmons (DMS-22); Muster Roll, 4/6/45

920-62=70
712=25=69
224-39=-90
376-~80=24
761=52-80

647 =-42-64
652-96-27
413-58-36
285=05-97
725=38-77

831=-35-79
283-61-~12
605-54-45
272-85-69
706-98-20

706-98=-21
706-98-23
311-48=-21
833-48-14
706-98-28

760-98-30
659-05-55
855~19-97
311=45-90
637~15=47

706-98-33
706-98-35
623-39-44
623-43-35
862-70-25

809-09=42
573~16-63
809-10-61

202-02-25
224-39-97

814~45.70
252=37-40
265=95=77
615-47-96
650-62-40

{03-82=-44
806-44-10
612-73=30
607-55~71
647 -09-66







USS Emmons (DMS-22); Muster Roll, 4/6/u5
**PARSLER, George (n) 706=-48-21 MM1 ¢
*PATERNO, Andrew P. 907-19-41 S2c
*PAULIK, Andrew (n) 907~11-03 S2c
PEASE, Maurlice E. 936~13-83 S2¢
**%PECK, Charles (n) 647~11=97 SF3¢c
PETERS, Horace Q, 312-04-93 wT2e
PICKETTS, Howard L. 250=29-69 Ste
*P ISZCZEK, Joseph A. 806=-44-66 S2¢
POPFRITZ, Wilbur G. 639=U49=77 EM1c
*POSEY, Eugene L, 560-12-71 GM3¢
QUINN, Raymond F. 666-20-16 GM3c
QUINSEY, Joseph H. 556-15-68 wT2c
REA, William J., Jr. 647 -38~92 FC3¢c
RE ID, Robert R. 238-67 -56 MM2e
**RICHARDS, Francis E. 650-34=31 RM3c
*RINGENBERG, James D. 311 -65-84 Ste
w*RISKUS, Albert E. 652=27-07 QM2e
ROBBINS, James E. 831 -88-29 StMlc
YROBERTS, Willlam J. 2Ul~12~59 QM2e
**ROBINETTE, Shufford J. 657-21-53 Ste
*ROBINSON, Quentin E. 606-56-98 Rdmic
RUSH, Kenneth E. 626~67-09 MM1 ¢
RYAN, Lawrence P. 642-32-86 wT2c
SCHRAFF, Robert P, 250~58-27 WTtc
*%SEREWA, George E. 312-73-32 Ste
**SHARSONO, Herbert W, 274=81~12 caM
**SHEA, Robert A. 653=-74~-27 RM3c
SILVA, Manuel! C., Jr. 801 -74-95 Stc
S IMONEAU, Edgar R. 202-02-28 Ste
S IMONEAU, Gerard Jean B, 202-02-29 CM3c
*SOFRANKO, Joseph P. 2i3-70=-16 (o) 4
*STANTON, James R. 818-84~-05 StM2¢
STEVENSON, Allan ¥, 201-59-50 CEM
*SYNOSKY, Steven (n) 707=-86=19 Mic
TAUBERT, Gustave A., Jr., 224-80-63 MM1 ¢
TENEROWICZ, Thaddeus T. 666~38-43 MM2e
TEODORCZYK, Sigismund S. 607-18-5u WT3c
**TERBOSS, Francis G. 600-43015 RIM2¢
**TERRERI, Argo A. 666-38-82 Y3¢
*THOM, Albert (n) 652-56-441 SCte
THOMAS, william J. 224-94-97 MM3c
*%THOMPSON, Henry O, 295-61-57 caM
TILLMAN, Eddie C, 625-20-95 EM3c
TITKO, Edward (n) 224-95-80 MM2c
*TOMKINS, Arthur O. 650-28~09 Ste







USS Emmons (DMS-22); Muster Roll,

*TOSTANOSKI, Edward N.

**TRIPODI,

Vincent F.
VEAL, Clyne C.

*WHITSON, Leland A.
**WILDER, Raymond L.

WOLF, Kenneth E.
**YECKE, Donald L.

*YOUNG, Harold (n)

ZACHA, James M.,

ZERANGUE, James J.

608=27=-72
642-28«99
636-50-91
337=54-91
621=-30-05

622~-48=-56
868-31=12
646-08-90
669-68-83
64h=21 =92

L I R JEE JEE JNE K BN B SR

! Source: The ship'!s final muster roll! on microfilm at the Na-
tional Archives, dated 6 May 1945,

* Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was heavily damaged by kami-
kazes off Okinawa on April 6, 1945, according to a mach ine~gen~
erated casualty report at the National Archives prepared by the
Bureau of Naval Personnel after the war.

Summary of Casualties:

Officer
Enlisted

TOTALS

Killed Wounded
a8 5
52 73
60 78

Not
Wounded

|~
—_
OO

]
[l
O

Complement
on 4/6/45
19
235

254

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
July, 2000






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obl igation
~ the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to live "

- Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S5.5. Missouri (88-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1945,
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SERIAL 0106 3 JULY 1945

REPORT OF CAPTURE OF OKINAWA GUNTO, PHASES ONE AND
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rbOVERS MINESWEEPING AND PATROL
ACTIVITIES OF TASK GROUP 52-3
DURING OPERATION UNTIL OKINAWA

DECLARED SECURE .
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COLLANDED  MINE_ SQUADRON THENT™
Carn of Fleet Peat O0ffice
San Francisco, California

FC6-20/i16-3
Serial: 0105 3 July 1945,
~T Y, -

: IS FANS

From: Commander Mine Squacron TWENTY.

To: Coumnier in Chief, U.S. Fleet. ,

Via: (1) Commardar Minecraft, U.S. Pacific Fleet (CTG 52.2/32.2).
(2) Commandsr Amphibious Farces, Pacific Fleet. (CTF 51).
(3) Commander FIFTH Flect.
(4) Comwander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Flest,

Subject: Repart of Capture of (KRINAWA GUNTO, Fhases One and Two,

19 March ~ 21 June 1945

Reference: sa) PacFlt 1 CI-45.
b) CIF 51 Oplrdar A1~45s

PART I - BRIEF SULFATY.

Al During the (KINAWA Operation, 19 Karch tc 21 June 1945, ships of
Kine Squacron TVENIY were employed as acoustic and moored minesweepers, escorts,
radar pickets, anti-submarine and small eraft screem, shore bombardment and fira
suppert ships.

PART IT - PRELLINARIES,

A, Task Group 52.3 (Captain Richard A. LARKIN, U.S.H., Camander
Mine Squadron TWENTY, U.S.S. EILYSON, Flagship) which comprised:

TU 52.3.2 Swecp Unit THO, Camdre, FePs HITCHELL, USN, Comindiv 58
DIS 2, FOAREST (F)
26 1ODSON
23 ACOMB (FD)
DX 33 GWIN (Cominron 3, Gapt. Al TOMHSEND, U.S.H.)

TU 52.3+3 Swvep Unit THREE, Capt. R.d. IARKIN, USi, Camindiv 59

DIS 19 ELLYSOK (GF)
20 HAMBIETOH
21  RODMAN
22 EMLONS (FD)
D¥ 32 “THMScY

TU 52.3+4 OSweep Unit FOUR, Comdr, E,D. MATTHEWS, USH, Comindiv 60

bt AL ok ok b sOuE AU ) H .
s 29 m}m (F) LL,.': " ‘: head J.R. 5¢00.9
30 GIER/RDI of 27 ir Ui
28 HiDIIG BY .. S/¢c - DAE §=2«-ca
27 JEFFERS (FD)

D 29 HANRY A. WILEY






JOUNDER MINE SQUADRON TWENTY
Care of Flect Post Office,
San Franciseo, Californis

FC6~20/E16-3
 Sorinl: 0106 3 July 1945.
Gt NPt

Subjecet : Report of Capture of OKINAWA GUNTO, Phases One and Two,

19 March - 21 June 1945,

R dh SR R S SR R TR S S o S S S e S ae G B B G GE B e En A W e W

After completion of minesweeping operations, ships opersted
Juder various commands performing theoir other duties,

"‘---""-!-'".'

B. Intensive training exercises were conducted 11 February to 21
February in Howalion Area, Further training was held 11-1J, March at (Dithi.
Buring this period all sweep gear wes checked and calibrated.

19 lierch
Underway to sortie from Ulithi for scheduled operations.

22 March
Conducted fueling operations.

23 March
1530 Took special disposition #/13 for approach. 2230 Red
filert, bogics closed fonmmtion ard then retired to southwest.

25, lMarch
0500 CTF 51 Operation Plan Al-45 and associated plans beccume
effective for operations. Task Group 52.3, detached at 0300, proceeded to
assigned areas and commenced scheduled swoeping at sunrise.

C. The mission of TG 52.3 was to eonduct exploration and clear-
ance sweeps of moored, acoustic and magnetic mines in areas of OKINATL. GUNTO
known to be mined thus providing an approach for the support and leter joint
expeditionary forco. TG 52.3 upon completion of sweeps was to raport to CTF

52 far screening duties,
It was assumed (a) the encmy would employ suicide PT boats

cnd midget submorines from bases in islands of the Nansei Shoto.

(b) Enemy large surface units continued to offer a throat to our
forces. Strong surface coverage would be maintained at the objective.

(¢) Jopanese aircraft would meke strong and persistent attacks
from bases in tho Empire, Formpsa and Nansei Shoto.

D. /dr support was fumished by planes of the Fast Carrier Task
Force and support carrier force. Battleships of the Fast Carrier Task Force
provided close gunfire support supplemented on 25 March by ships and planes
of the support force.

E. Numerous enemy aircraft of varying type were encountered. No
surface units offered opnosition.






SOIEENDER IINE SQUAIRGN TWENTY
Care of Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California

FC6~20/i16-3
Serial: 0106 3 July 1945,
At a - L B i -
Subject: Report of Capture of OKINAW. GUNTO, Phases One aml Two ,

19 Larch - 21 June 1945.

- A o MR S M Em YT ER A S S E e Ay e s e W S Gk e o mm s = e W W

PART III - C!RONOLOGICAL ACCOUGT.

A. L1l times Zone -9, ecast longitude dates.

2L larch
0300 TG 52.3 (Capt. R.A. LARKIN, USN, Commmmier Mine
Squadron TWENTY) procoeded to assigned areas and commenced. scheduled
sweeping at sunidse, 1930 Recovered gear, results negativa, Rejoined
¢ 52,2 for night retirement.

25 larch _
0500 Commenced streaming sweep gear, Results of sweeping
opcrations ncgative. Recovered gear at 1830 and procceded to assigned
night patrol stations, '

26 ifarch
it daylight commenced elearance sweep of designated area.
1600 Recovered gear, results negative, Sweep Units 3 & 4 proceceded to
night screening station around the transport area. 2300 Red alert.
Several plancs in vicinity but none closed within 6 milos of flagship,

27 tarch
it sunrise, commenced swecping. 1530 Completed sweeping
operations, results negative. 1800 Joined night retiremant wnit.

28 iarch
Davm air attacks on screcning vessels on far side of scrcen
occurred. Onec suicide plane splashed. 0730 Formed A/S screen on fire sup-
port unit 3 sceond section and proceeded to bombardment ares off OKINAIL..
1730 Sweep Unit 3 (TU 52.3.3) was released and procecded to join Retircment
Unit One (TU 54.1.3). 1900 Joircd Retiremont Unit One and, as screen com-
mander, cstaoblished screen,

29 March _
Formed double line arca screen while Fire Support Unit One
bombarded, 1700 RODIZN and EIEIDOMS proceeded to KERUIA RETTO for fuecl.

30 ilarch
0300 HLIDIETON fouled port propeller in torxpedo net at
KER.iih RETTO. O745 ELLYSON end RODiLN wndermay from KERGZ RETTO and
joined Firc Support Unit One as screen, 1630 ELLYSON and RODILN pocceded
to KER.2D\ RETTO to report te TWSC.LIDOSA (Ch 37) end screen her on return
to Fire Support Unit One in morming,






COLLI.NDER LINE SQUADTON TWENZ.
Carc of Flcct Pogt Office,
San Francisco, Califarnia

FC6-20/..16-3
Serial: 0106 3 July 1945.
Subject: Report of Capture of OKINAWL GUNIO, FPhases One and Two,
19 iarch ~ 21 Junc 1945.
31 Harch |

0530 ELLYSON and RODMAN underway from KER:IILL RETTO to fomm
screen on TUSCALOOS.. 1800 Commenced rctiring from area towards rendezvous.
2200 Effected rendezvous with Rotirercn't Unit One.

1.ipril
0530 Released by CTU 54.1.1, Cormander Betirement Unit One.
1730 Received orders to establish A/S patrol lineporthwest of IE SHIMA
with TU 52.3.3.

2 April _
0030 Underway to camply with CTF 51 orders to astablish

petrol lino nortirrest of IE SHIMA, ELLYSON joined RODMAN and HAMDIETON
on station about 0400, 0612 ELLYSON engaged low flying Jap VAL ard
splashed it =t 4500 yards. 0730 MACOMD joined A/S patrol line, 1215
ROILLN attacked sound contact in lat, 26-57 Long 127-21. Contact lost
after onc attack. MACOMB end A/S plane 13V461 asaisted ROIMAN in search
until 0400 when search was abandoned. -

3 April
0240 ELIYSON, HAMDIETON attacked by 2 or 3 enemy A/C who
employed window jJerming tactics and dropped brilliant flares. A/C
retired after being ongaged. 0240 - 0400 ELIYSON, HiMBLEION, RCDUAN

werc attacked 3 times by single enemy A/C. No results observed. 0700
Itendezvous with PORTIAMD (Ci 33) and V.D. PORTER (DD 579) affected. 1000
Proceeded west and north of IE SHIIi. with PORTI.LND, W.D. PORTER and TU
52.3.3 to cover swecping operations of TU 52.5.1 and TU 52.5.3. 1130
LINDSEY joincd. 1630 Swoeping operations comploted, TU 52.3.3 procdeded
on westerly course at 10 knots awaiting receipt of instruetions for night
employment. 1750 Enemy A/C detected .in vicinity of own friendly fighters.
Lt 1757 Jap plane identified as VAL made suicide attack on TU 52.3.3 and
crashed within 30 foet of HAUBIETON. The right wing struck the magnetic
cable reel, 1B00 Ordered to retirc with TU 52,5.1 ad 52.5.3.

i fpril
06007 Detached MACOI®B and TU 52.5.1 to proceed as previously
directed. /ssembled remainder of TU 52.3.3 ard proceeded towards rendezvous
with WICHITA (Ci 45) and BEALE (DD 471). O746 Joined WICHIT: and DBEALZ
ard formed circular screen with ORLIE, ELLYSON, HilDLETON, RODMAN, EZEONS.
1900 Received night patrol assignments and proceeded accordingly,

5 April
0400 TU 52.3.3 less LINDSEY (DM 32) procceded to G-3 arca
and at 0700 began streeming moored and acoustic minesweeping gear. 0C00
Commenced @ploratory swoep through G-3, H-4, K-3. 1705 Sweep complcted,

-4 -






COIZINDER :OINE SQUADRON 'TUEN:-.-
Care of Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California

FC6 -20/1’516 -'3
Serial: 0106 3 July 1945,
Subject : Report of Capture of OKINAWA GUNTO, Fhases One and Two,

19 lfzrch - 21 June 1945.

results negative. 2000 Took night patrol stations, Rececived CIG 52.2
orders for ZLLISON, HALDIETON to support sweep unit in /rea D-2 ond
RODYAN, EMREONS to support sweep unit in G-1,

6 IL‘IJI'il

0800 ELLYSON and HAMBLETON joined TU 52.4.2 in D-2 to cover
their sweeping operations. 1100 RODMAN and EMEDNS joined TU 52.5.3 in G-1
as support. 1430 TU 52.4.2 recovered sweep gesr, ELLYSON and HAMDLETON
proceeded to KERUA RETTO for logistics. 1630 Imtercepted call for assist-
ance from RODMAN who rcported unit under heavy air attack., RODLN dammged
by plane hit on forecastle. 1715 Intercepted report EIZONS hit, on fire
and being abandoned.,

idr attecks in progress on KERi% RETTO. Roversed course
and procceded ct best speed (19 knots due to propeller dampge in HALBIETON)
to assist RODMLN, EZDNS and TU 52.5.3 still under air attack, 2100 Made
contact with TU 52.5.3 retiring ot best spoed, attacks hawdng ended.
.scertained ROIREN procceding under ovmn power to KERAML RETTO. Detached
H.UDISTOMN to join z2s escort to KERAMA ROTTO. Proceeded with ELLISON to
vicinity of LIDIS which had becn abandoned before dark., Added by ICI 558
cnd 559, determined ERIONS condition and reported as follows to CTF 51:
ibout 30 feet of stern destroyed by explosion, fires burning in bow provent
running tow line, draft forward 15 fecet indicating littls underw=tor damage.
ELfONS drifting at one knot towerd enemy territory. Permission requested
to sink ELDIES.

7 ipril

0230 Received instructions from CTF 51 to sink EMMDNS.
0318 ELDNS was sunk in 25 fathoms of water by ELLISON in Lat, 26-43.2 N,
Long. 128-02.2 E, OL00 W.ADLETON cscorting RODMAN and TU 52.5.3 reported
arrival at KER.L IETTO. 0715 ELLYSON arrived at KRAWL RETTO. 1745
Underway with ZLIISON and HilDIETON for night statioms 153 and 154 in
support of TU 52.15.3 and TU 52.17.2 in stctions 135 and 146, 2100
.rrived on stations,

L ONE DAY JNF BEF JNE JNF BNF BN BNF JEF I

Editor's Note: [ have omitted from this chronology the events of
& April through 10 June (pages 6-14), bescause they do not pertain
to the Emmons. The next page in my booklet is page 15 of COM-
MANDER MINE SQUADRON TWENTY'!s action report.

E, A. Wilde, Jr.
QOctober, 1997






COLZL.NDER UINS SQULIRON T¥ien IY
Core of Fleet Post Qffice,
San Francisco, Californin

FC6-20/i16-3
Serial: 0106 3 Judy 1945,
LAt A S et SO
Subject: Report of Capture of OKINAWA GUNTO, Phases (ne and Two,
19 karch - 21 June 1%50
11 June e
HWIDIETON reported splashing one SONJA at NAKAGUSUKU FLN.
12-21 June

No remrks.,

PART IV - ORDNANCE.

A, Equipment and ammmition perfommed satisfoctorily. The
Jecessity for batiery alignment and radar calibration was racognized but
operating schedules prevented its realizstion., MMine Squadton THENTY hed
no opportunity to excreise aligmment or rader calibration since departurc

Ulithi, 19 March.

2LRT V - Dil4GE.
A. Ships of Mire Squadron TWENTY sustained the following
ncttle damzge. '

(1) EIDIS - Hit by 5 suicide planes. Hits on combat, bridge,
gum two, cnd gtern.  Ship abandoned zbout 1900 and later sunk by gunfire

fron ELLYSON.
(2) RODILN - Hit by 3 suicide plancs and a close bomb miss. Com-

pletely flooded below main deck formmrd frome 45. Superstructure guttod
hy fire, Fire control and interior cormmmications system cut,

(3) HARIING - Received bomb hit causing extensive damge betwecn
frame U4 and 67.

(4) JEFFERS - Suicide near miss which ccused 2 x 5 feet hole on -
oort side 3 feet above woter line vicinity of fromo 6l. One longitudinal
-id 1 transverse verticcl severed. 1 additional transverse vertical

oucided,

(5) (LCOID) - Suicice plane hit. Mount 3 doemolished, Liinor
cable and structural derage on after deck house. Starboard LOMHM inop-
retive,

-~ 15 -






JOLLUNDIR MING SQUADRON TRENTY
Care of Flect Post Office,
San Franciseo, Califormin

FC6-20/:16-3
Serizl: 0106 3 July 1945.

. = — i L]
- - =)

Subject : Report of Copture of OKINVTE. GINTO, Phoses Ore cnd Tro,
19 lorch - 21 June 1945,

(6) HODSON - Domb hit on min dock exploded in forwerd agine
roon. Ixtensive domege to piping, Reduction gear thrown out of elign-
pent. All turbine rotors dropped with wiped bearings. Extensive damage _
to condensors and lube oil systems, Exhaust piping from 540 k.w. mine-
sweep generctor demolished, Stocm and switchboard an this gepsrotor

demoged by blost,

(7) DUTLER ~ Roccived suicide naar miss Boy 25, Forwerd fire-
rocn completely flooded. Gyro bedly demapged and Inoperative. Computer,
stoble element, F.D, redar, ad rangefindsr fnoperctive,

(8) FORREST - Hit by suicide plane, Warxircom country and formard
living zpaces gutted by Wlast. Hole port side 20 fect high from frome 32
to 45. 10 foot hole starboard side from fromes 30 to 4l. Main deck and
first platform longitudinels severed amidships on pat side, Gym, radio
and gallsy inoperative, Plot and CFO mess flcoded.

PiiT VI - BiTTLE DIGAGE TO INELY UNITS.

Ships of ne Squodron TTGENTY less FITCH destroyed 46
cnenmy planes by AL fire, An additional 16 planes crashed ships in
suicide 2tdacks. Despite the limitation of armment, mony of these
ships scrved on mader picket stction where multdple plans attacks were
frecuent. They succceded in splashing a goodly shore, The ESTNS and
ROILN combined on 6 pril to destroy 15 eremy plones while being hit
uy G others,

P.RT VII ~ PINLSOMIEL,
\ Reporta from ships of line Squadron TRITY indicate

LY ]

personrel performance was generclly excellent with morsle remining
idgh through this long period of sustoined tension.

QT VIII - LESSOHS LELRNED, COHCLUSIONMS /MD RECOLLIRND..TIONS.
after the squedron hizd served its function as a mine-

sweeping group in the prelimin:ry pheses of the operzction, it wms
exercised principally in the capacity of rador pickets amd mti-smoil

-15 -






CO.CZMNDER HINE SQUITRON T'.IT
Carc of Fleet Post Office,
San Froncisco, Califarnia

FC6-20/616-3

Gerial: 0106 3 July 19&5.

E E. I E = 3 :

Subject: Report of Czpture of OKINMZ GUHTO, Phases One and Tvwo,

19 lizreh - 21 June 1945,
boat screen through the remainder of the operztion, It becane readily
apnz rent, as ship after ship was hit in spite of gﬂlmt efforts, that the
Iire pcmrer of these ships were terribly limited, It is rccommended that
tho m:.ncsweep generator ond magnetic recl be remored from high speed
destroyer minesweeps and another 5" gun or additioml 4OMM twin ar quod-
ruple mounts be instclled on the fontoil, The OKINAA operation indicoted
additionzl guns arc prefercble to meintenamec of magnetic sweep geers

@fl., .

.R. 10UD.,

7 .

Cepy to:
Cordnch - 1 advance copy direct.
CincPac - 3 advonce copiex direct






COMMANDER MINECRAFT
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

£16-3 11/ jbs
Serial: (1523
_G-G*F-H‘ -&H~E-£-.ﬁ
4 AUG 1945

FIRST ENDORSELENT to:
Cominron 20 conf, ltr, FC6-20/A16-3
gerial 0106 of 3 July 1945.

(R/S #1796)
From: Cormander Minecraft, U.S. Faclific Fleet.
To: Commander in Chief, U.S. Flest.
Via: (1) Cormander Amph:l.ba.ous Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet
(CTF 51).
2) Commander FIFTH Fleet.
(3) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Report of Capture of OKINAWA GUNTO, Fhases Cne and Two,
19 Harch - 21 June 1945,
1. Forwarded.

The limited fire power of the class of wessel in Mine
Squad.ron TENTY (1630-ton DUS) is a matter of serious concern to this
command in view of the heavy battle damage suffered by this type dur-

ing the OKINAYA Campaign.
or pradar picket
vﬁ and should

3. This cla.ssDof v%ssel is not
duty either with Fighter/S3UTrmeht or necess

therefore not be so employed.

cc: Cominron 20






U.5.5. Emmons (DD-457/DMS-22) - Photograph Credits

Description

Source Code/ldent. No.

Historical Data Flate NA 19-N-35193

On the ways, Bath, Maine, 8/23/41 NA 19=N=35196

Sponsor, Mrs. Frances E. Peacock NA 15=N=35200

Sponsor's Party, Bath, 8/23[/41 NA 19=-N=35201

Christening, Bath lIron Works, 8/23/u41 NA 19-N-352014

Launching, 8/23/u41 NA 19-N=-35197

Afloat, fully dressed, 8/23/41 NA 1 9-N-35195
Commissioning ceremony, Boston, 12/5/41 NPS (Order with a photocopy)
Ful! length, anchored, p. beam, 1941-42 USNI (Order with a photocopy)
After gun platform, Aaron Ward (DD-483) NA 19-N=-30718

1.1-fnch/75 quad mount RWP  N-11247

20-mm, Oerl {kon mount NA 19-N=-31965

Approaching Santee (CVE-29), 11/42 NA 80=G-470079

Santeels flight deck, looking forward NA 80-G-470022

Torpedo tube mount, looking aft, 2/43 NA 1 9=N=42395

Midships, looking Forward, 2/43 NA 19-N=42393

Fantail, looking aft, 2/u43 NA 19-N=-42356

Moored /anchored, N.Y., 3/43, port bow NA 19-N-42388

Ul/way, Norfolk, 11/1/43, Stbd. beam NA 1 9-N=-55046

"Fox Green Beach"” (color), 6/6/44 NA KN-570

"Target of Opportunity” (color), 6/6/44 NA 428-KN-17504

40-mm. Bofors twin gqun mount RWP  N-656%4

"The Tough Beach" (from color print) NA 428-KN-17825

USS Rodman (DMS=21), s. beam, 12/17/44 NA 80-G-382754

Rodman, damaged, at Kerama Retto, 4/9/45 NHF  NMG6ST11

USS Ellyson (DMS-19), p. beam, 12/17/44 NA 80-G-382792

F6F "Hellcat" carrier-bassd fighter USNI (Order with a photocopy)
PGM=11 motor gunboat, port bow, ul/way USN! (Order with a photocopy)

A A % Kk B A Kk Kk Kk N K N

Key to Sources:

NA Nat ional Archives [I, 8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001
Still Picture ref.: {301) 713-6625, Ext. 234
( Request addresses/price lists of private vendors)
NPS Nat jonal Park Service, Boston National Historical Park
Charlestown Navy Yard
Boston, MA 02129-4543
(617) 282-5620
USNI U.S. Nava! Institute Photo Service, 118 Maryland Avenue
Annapclis, MD 21402-5035
(410) 268-6110; FAX: (410) 269-7540
RWP Real War Photos, P.0. Box 728, Hammond, IN 46325
NHF

S0t M Street,
{202) u33-2765

S.E.,

Naval Historical Foundation Photo Service, Washington Navy Yd,
Washington, DC 20374-5080

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
January, 1998






U.5.5. Emmons (DD-u57/DMS-22) =~ BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books:

Dlct ionary of American Naval Flghting Ships. 8 vols. Mooney,
J. L./U.S. Naval Historical Center, 1959-1981.

Ellls, Chris, United States Navy Warship Camoufldge, 1939-1945.
Henley~-on-Thames, Oxon, England: Kristall Productions Ltd.,
1975. 52 pp.

Fahey, James, The Ships and Aircraft of the U.S, Fleet, Victory
Ed !t ion. New York:r Shilps and Alrcraft, 1945, 96 pp.

Friedman, Norman, U.S, Destrovers: An Illustrated Design History.
Annapol iss Naval Institute Press, 1982. 489 pp.

Hodges, Peter and Friedman, Norman, Destroyer Weapons of World
War 2. Annapolis and London: Naval Institute Press and Conway
Mar it ime Press, Ltd., 1979, 192 pp.

Karig, W., Harris, R. L. and Manson, F. A., Battle Report: The
End of an Empire. New York: Rinehart, 1948. 532 pp.

Kirkiand, William B., Jr., Destrovers at Normandy: Naval Gunfire
Support at Omaha Beach. Washington: Naval Historical Founda-
tion, 1994. 79 pp.

Mor ison, Samuel! Eliot, History of United States Naval Operations
in World War Il. 15 vols. Boston: Little, Brown & Company,
19471962,

, The Two Ocean War. Boston: Little, Brown & Company,
1963, 611 pp.

Noel!, J. V. and Beach, E, L., Naval Terms Dlctionary. Annapolis:
Naval Institute Press, 1988 (5th ed.). 316 pp.

Roscoe, Theodore, United States Destrover Operations in World War
Ji. Annapolis: United States Naval Institute, 1953. 581 pp.

Shafter, Richard A., Destroyers in Action. New York: Cornell
Maritime Press, 1945, 246 pp.

¥hitley, M. J., Destrovers of World War Two. Annapolis: Naval
institute Press, 1988, 320 pp.

Article:
Schreier, Konrad F., Jr., "The Chlecago FPiano," Naval History,
V.S5. Naval Institute, July-August 1994, pp. 44-46,

Act ion Reports: (National Archives)
USS Emmons !DD-US?/DMS-EE)
Commander Mine Squadron TWENTY

Shipfs Deck Logst
USS Emmons %DD-US?/DMS-EE)
PGM-11

wWar Diaries:
USS EIllyson (DMS-19)
USS Emmons (DD-457/DMS=22)

Miscel[aneous:

Oral Historles, Operatlonal Archives, Naval Historical Center,
wWashington Navy Yard.

Personnel Diary (Muster rolls), USS Emmons (DD-457/DMS-22) on
microfiim. (National Archives) '

Reports by C.O.'s of Navy Yards in Boston and New York summariz-
ing alterations completed (11/26-12/7/42 & 1/26-2/3/43 resp.)

wwil Cltations File, Naval Historical Center, Operational Ar-
chlves, Washington Navy Yard.

E. A, wilde, Jr.
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About The Editor

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., Commander, USNR (Ret.), received
his commission through the NROTC Program at Dartmouth Col-
lege in 1950. Following graduation he saw action off Korea
aboard the USS Douglas H. Fox (DD-779) when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this period
have been donated to the Naval Historical Foundation, and two
of them appeared in the coffee-table book, The Navy, pub-
| ished by the Foundation in 2000, After completing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
accounting and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
pany in Waltham, Massachusetts.

In 1993 he developed a strong interest in naval history
and began editing a series of illustrated ships! histories
primaritly of U.S. destroyers sunk in World War ll. Primary
source documents such as action reports, ships! war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his-
torles as well as many firsthand accounts. His booklets are
not for sale, but he sends compl imentary copies to the survi-
vors and to the families of crewmembers killed on these ves-
sels.

Commander Wilde is a | ife member of the Naval Historical
Foundat ion and the U.S. Naval Institute.







Historical Comoilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war 11)

Date Sunk/ Kilted/
United States Ship {Bamaged) Area wounded!
Aaron Ward (DD-483) Ok /O7 /43 Guadalcanal 42/139%
Barton (0D-599) 11/13/42 Guadalfcanal 164732
Borie (DD-215) 11/01/43 North Atlantic 27/00
Colhoun (APD-2) 08/30/42 Tulagi 51/18
Corry (DD-463) 06/06 /44 Normandy 24 /55
Cushing (DD-376) 11/13/42 Guadalfcanal 72/67
DeMHaven (DD-469) 02/01 /43 Guadalcanal 168/40
Douglas H. Fox (DD-779) (05/17/45) Ok inawa 10/36
Drexler (DD=741) 05/28/45 Ok inawa 158/ 54
Duncan (DD-485) 10/12 /42 Guadalcanal 48/35
Emmons (DMS-22) ou/os/us Ok inawa 60/78
Fiske (DE=-143) og/o2/uy North Atiantic 33/65
G/lennon (DD-620) 06/10/44 Normandy 25/u49%
Halligan (DD-584 ) 03/26/45 Ok inawa 160/43
Hammann (DD-412) 06/06 42 Midway 84 /63
Ltaffey (DD-459) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 59/114
Lansdale {(DD-426) oujf20/uy Med iterranean keo/7s
McFarland (AVD~14) (10/16/u2) Guadalecanal 12/13
Meredith (DD-726) 06/09/uu Normandy 35/28
Monssen (DD-436) 11/13/42 Guadalecanal 145/37
Perry (OMS-17) 09/13/uk Angaur/Pelel iu 8117
Preston (DD-37%) 11/15/42 Guadalcanal 117/26
Spence (DD~512) 12/18/4u Luzon, P.I. 315/24
Strong (DD-467) o7/05/43 Cent. Solomons us/s61
walke (DD-416) 11/15/u2 Guadalcanal s82/u8

Notes:
*

* Xk X x Kk X N X ¥ x

Total for two engagements with the enemy

) Includ ing those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)

June, 2005
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Notes:
! Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:

Aaron ¥ard, Barton, Colhoun, Cushing, DeHaven, DOuncan, Laffey,
McFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walke.

2 Only Bath-built shipss: DeHaven, Drexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Spence, Strong

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy B8eachhead: Corry, Glennon,
Mered ith

4 8y appointment only: (508) 677-0515

£, A, Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. £3
Needham, MA O2492~-4622
August 16, 2003

Marty Morgan, Historian
The National D-Day Museum
S45 Magazine Street

New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Sir:

I'm sending you four historical compiiations on destroyers
which participated in OPERATION NEPTUNE, Three of these ships
were sunk off the Normandy Beachhead in shallow water: USS
Corry (DD-463), USS Glennon (DD-620) and USS Meredith (DD=726).

The USS Emmons (as DD-457, before she was converted to a mine-
sweeper and redesignated OMS-22) provided effective gunfire
support (841 rounds of 5=-inch shells on June 6th) of the land-
ings at OMAWA BEACH, After firing on assigned targets this
destroyer closed to within 1500 yards of the shore to engage
enemy batteries and fire at targets of opportunity. Although
she was bracketed by enemy fire she was not hit and had no
personnel casualities.

The three destroyers which were sunk had a total of 84 killed/
missing and 125 wounded. My booklets identify these men and
l1ist both the grave sites for those interred overseas and the
cemeteries where the missing are memorialized.

My Corry booklet contains several! very moving personal accounts
of the hardships these survivors endured before they were res-
cued,

I hope your museum makes visitors aware of the important role
destroyers played at Normandy on D-Day, June 6th, 1944,

Yours truly,

Gy G AL

E. Andrew ¥Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
(781 ) 449-0392
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April 12, 2004

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.

1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

RAE: Library Donation

Commander Wilde,

The purpose of this letter is to acknowledge receipt of the material you forwarded

to this office on August 16, 2003. These booklets are certainly of great interest to
* this institution and | am confident that future researchers will benefit from their

content as well.

As you well know, US Navy destroyers played a very important role during
Operation Neptune. Had it not been for the direct fire support of the USS
Emmons (DD-457), the battle at Omaha beach would definitely have turned out
much differently than it did. Also, the loss of USS Corry (DD-463), USS Glennon
(DD-620) and USS Meredith (DD-726) proves that naval combat on D-Day was
every bit as ferocious as combat on the beaches and drop zones.

Your donation of these pieces of source material has made a meaningful
contribution to the collection of historical literature held by The National D-Day
Museum. This library collection is open to researchers and consequently
available for future historians who wish to continue the development of human
understanding of this historic event.

Thank you very much for contributing to this institution’s library collection. We
are deeply appreciative of your support.

artin K.A. Morgan
rch Historian

Americas World War I Museum

The National D-Day Museumn | 945 Magazine Street | New Crleans, LA 70130-3813 | Phone 504.527.6012 | Fax 504.527.6088 | www.ddaymuseumn.org









