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1210 Greendale Ave,, #339
Needham, MA 02192=-4€22
August 20, 1995

Crewmembers of the U,S.S5. Monssen (DD-u35),

I never served on the Monssen, and [ did not attend either of
your recent reunions,

So why have | put together this 93-page booklet on tra Monssen
and sent it to everyone on Chet Thomasonl!s address [ist? | guess [!m
stifl asking myself the same question. | learned how to produce such
a book when [ edited a similar one for my shipmates on the U.5.5.
Douglas H, Fox (DD-779), recount ing our Korean War adventures., Then,
when | began doing volunteer work for the U.S. Navy Memorial a couple
of years ago, | focused on the ships sunk off Guadalcanal because
LCOR Fox was the C.O, of the U.S.S5. Barton (D0D=-599) when she was sunk
on the same night as the Monssen. ['m very proud of the fact that |
located twenty Barton survivors and presented each of them with an
81-page booklet on their ship. It was truly a labor of love for me,
and the expressions of gratitude | received motivated me to edit sim-
ilar booklets for the other ships resting in Iron Bottom Sound.

My Monssen booklet has been easier to prepare, because [ could
use some of the same pages and because Chet Thomason and Jack Pease
had already assembled my "audiance.,” | wish to thank them, along
with Ema jean Buechner and Dick McCombs who contributed important
material.

Copies of my Monssen booklet will be sent to several museums and
!ibraries, including: the U.S. Naval Institute/Annapolis, the Nimitz
Library at the U.S. Naval Academy, the Naval! Historical! Center at the
washington Navy Yard and the Admiral Nimitz Museum at Freder icksburg,
Texas; so future generations will know the Monssen story.

Regard ing cost, you don!t owe me anything. My main interest is
in seeing that every survivor (or his family) receives a copy so that
he can reel proud of his contribution to our countryl!s victory in
World war 1. Hoperully, you will convey this pride to your children.
Unfortunately, ! can not supply you with additional copies for them,
but others have had multiple copies made at a copying store such as
Kinkol!s and been very pleased with the results., If you wish to make
a modest contribution to help cover my costs, it will be appreciated.

Finally; maybe the reason I['m putting together these booklets is

because in 1942 | was a Boy Scout on the home front, taught to "sup-
port our men in uniform" = and no one ever told me to stop!

Sincer&ly,ﬁéﬁﬁ%::;gzz?

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his | ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"] served in the United States Navy.”

- President John F, Kennedy, 1963






Mrs. Mons Monssen (right), sponsor of the U.5.5. Monssen (DD-436), named
arter her late husband Lieutenant Monssen, USN. With her is the sponsor
of the U.S.S. Chariles F. Hughes (DD-428)., The two ships were christened
on May 16, 1940, at Bremerton, Washington. {U.S5. Navy photograph.)







PR ; :
Rear Admiral Edward B, Fenner, USN, addressing invited guests prior to the launching of the U.5.5. Charles
F. Hughes {DD-428) and the U.5.5. Monssen (DD-435) at the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington, on
May 16, 1940. After she was commissioned ten months later the Monssen was attached to the At/antic Fleet,
operat ing first with tha Caentral Atlantic Neutrality Patrol and then, beginning in October, 1941, with the
Convoy Support Forces in the North Atlantic. (Official U.S. Navy photograph.)







U.S5.5. MONSSEN

The destrocyer MONSSEN, first vessel of the Navy to bear this
name, was authorized bty the Act of Congress March 27, 1934, and
built at the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington. When
she was launched there on May 16, 1940, Mrs. Mons Monssen of
Brooklyn served as sponsor of the vessel which was named in honor
of her husband, the late Lieutenant Monssen, U.S.N. The UONSSZH was
commissiconed karch 14, 1941.

The characteristlcs of the MONSSEN are as follows:

Standard displacement .......... . 1,630 tons
Complement ..... treeersane eesvess 175 offlicers and men
Length at waterline ......eeeeu.. 241 feet

Beam ....... e reaaan R veeee. 35 feet 6°

GUNS v vvvvnnnonnsas C et 5 " 28 cal.
Torpedo tubes ........ e eee.. 10-21"

Lieutenant Monssen was born 1n Bergen, Norway, January 20,
1867, and enlisted in the U.S. Navy on June 3, 1889. He was
warranted Gunner in 1904 and commissioned Llieutenant in July, 1918.
He was transferred to the Retlred List of the Navy on December 15,
1925, and dled 1in the Naval Hospital, Brooklyn, New York, on
February 10, 1930.

In April, 1904, Lieutenant Mocnssen, then in the rating of Chief
Gunnerts Mate, was atteched to the U.S.S. MISSOURI. When that
battleship was engaged 1in record target practice, an accident
occurred through the ignition of a charge of smokeless powder
while a l2-inch gun was belng loaded, and four officers and four-
teen men lost their lives.

For service during that disaster, Lleutenant Monssen recelved
the Congressional Medal of Honor "for extraordinery herolsm in
entering a burnlng magazine through the scuttle and endeavoring
to extinguish the fire by throwing water. with his hands until a
hose was passed to him, April 13, 1904."

He had the following medals: Spanish Campaign Medal; Philip-
plne Campaign Medal; Cuban Pacification Medal, U.S.S. IOWA;
Victory Medal.

* % * ¥ ¥ *






The U.S.5. Monssen (DD-436) was commissioned on 14 March 1941 at the Puget Sound Navy Yard by the Comman-
dant of the 13th Naval! District, Rear Admiral C. S. Freeman, USN, and received by her commanding officer,
Lieutenant Commander Roland N, Smoot, USN. ODuring Worid War 1l the Monssen participated in the Doolittle
Raid and the Battle of Midway as an escort vessel, and later she earned four Battle Stars on the Asiatic-
Pacific Area Service Medal during the Guadalcanal Campaign. (Official U.S. Navy photograph.)
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UNITED STATES SHIP _IMONSSEN Iriday 1Lth lMarch 1ghl
(Day) (Date) (Moan) R—
ZIDONE DESCRIPTION_,__._+8 REMAR KS
Keel lLaid - 7-12-39 Launched - 5-16«40 Comuissioned - 3-14L-41

The U.S.S. IIONSZZN was commissloned at 1630, 14 larch 1941 et her building
yard, Navy Yfard Puget Sound, by the Commandant, Rear Admirasl C.3. FREEMAN, and
received by her prospective Commanding Officer, Lieut. Comir. R.N. SMOOT.

The U.S.3, MONSSEN is the firut vessel by tnls name and was named after
the late Lieut. Mons,lonssen, U.G.N. who enlisted In 1889, appolnted Acting
Gunner 1n 1904 apd a Lieutenant 1n 1921. [Ie was awarded a medal of homor in
1904 for entering a burning magazine on the U.S5.5. LISSOURI and fighting the
fire with his bare hands.

¢n commissioning the MONSJEN was moorec fo pler #6, Puget Sound Navy Yard,
Bremerton, Washington, starboard slde to with slx one inch wire cables.

Ships present: U.3.3. SARATOGA, ENTERIRISE, CALIFORIIA, PYRC, HEYWOOD, HENLEY,
BAGIEY, BIUE, HELM, AURORA, GOSHAWK, TATHUCK, MAHOPAC, U.S. Coast Guard Cutters
PERSUES, ARIDNE, HERLES and HAIDA. At 1530 recelved the crew sboard from the
Receiving Station, Puget Sound. 4t 1600 formeéd the officers and crew on the
main deck aft for the Commissioning. A company of Marines took statlon on the do
opposite to form the guard. A band was stationed forwerd of the guard. At 1615
guests were recelved aboard. 1617 The Captain of the Yard, Captain L.F. KILBALL,
U.S. Navy, the Manager, Captain, A.li. CHARLTON and the Yerd Chaplaln were
recelved "aboard., At 1627 Rear Admiral, C.S. FRERMAN, U,S.N., Commandant 13th
Naval District was received aboard, At 1630 with the ships prospective
officers formed at frame 185 faclng forward and the crew at quarters aft,

the Aduiral- read the Commissioning order, "Commandants Office, Puget Sound

Nevy Yard,-Bremerton, Wn.,-1l4 March, 1941, Commandants Speclal Order No. 5-41
Subject; Commissioning of U.S5.S. MONSZEN. 1. As directed by the Chlef of

Naval Operatlons under date of 11 March, 1941, the Commandant by wvirtus of

the authrbity vested in him by Art. 821, United States Naval Regulations,

is this date placing in initisl commission the U,S.3. MMSSEN and formally
transferring her to the cormand of ILieutenant Commander, R.N. SMOOT, U.S.H.

2. The U.S.S. LONSCEN will operate under the Immediate direction of the Chief
of Naval Operations until further notice. ¢C.S. Freeman, Rear. Admiral, U.S.
Navy, Cormandant.™ The Admiral ordered the Captain of the Yard to have the
ecolors holsted. The crew vas faced aft, the guard came to'present arms and
vith the first note of the National Anthem, all hands came  to.right hand

salute and the colors, commisslon pennant and unlon Jack were holsted. A prayer
was gilven by the Chaplain. The Captaln of the Yard turned the " ship over to her
prospectlve Commanding Officer who read His orders from.the.-Bureau of
Navigation, Nev-31-J3 58232-72 dated Oect. 23, 1940. The Commanding Officer made
an acceptance speech, The Commanding Officer had the Executive"Offlcer 'set the
watch., The following officers and crew wers aboard and attached to the ship:
Lieut. Comdr., R.N. 007, U.3.4., Lieut. W.R. CARUTHERS, U.S.N., Lieut. P.L.,
de Vos, U.S5.N., Lieut, J.L. K&PER, U.S.N., Lt(Jz), R.2Z. BABB, U.S.N., Ensign
A.J. FROSHE, U.S.N., Enslgn 7.B. ZULLINGER, U.S.N., Enalgn H.S. TREBILCOX, U.
2.N.R., Ensign H.W. WAGER, U.3.N., ABBOTT, Horace J., 360 26 28, AS, ADALS,
James Viallace 260 26 67, AS, ALLBEE, Rober V., 385 92 91, AS, ALLISON, Gerald
J. 320 95 70, Y2c, ALMDROSE, Robert J. 368 42 88, Sealc, AFPLEGATE, Thaine H.
393 L3 36, AS, BAILIEY, Edward I. 382 30 88, AS, BALAI, John 300 02 81, Sealc,
BANTA, Ira D 292 95 66, Sealc, BARNES, Clifford M., 355 97 10, EM2c, BARNES,
Henry 1. 346 70 49, Sealc, BARIETY, Xugene 346 87 10, AS, BARTMN, Dale F.,

360 26 55, AS, BASTAIN, Henry B., 238 60 73, Sealo, BAYLOR, George E. 391 22 16,
Flc, BECK, William T, 385 92 92, AS, BEMNDICK,  Andrew 337 1C 05, Sealec,

BICLIE, August L, 250 31 62, CCM{aA), BIANDON, Joce C, 355 87 66, MM2c,

BLEVIIS, Richard G. 393 26 57, F2c, BOICE, Bethel W., 385 92 75, AS. BOOTH,
Charles E., 267 58 54, WTlc, BOREN, GClenn R. 393 43 44, AS, BRALLIER, Varren

E. 385 93 13, !AS, BREJCHA, John C. 300 01 16,.3eslc, BROOK3, Beverly E. 382

30 91, AS, BROWN, Homer H. 346 71 L1, F2¢, BRONN, Joseph A. 360 26 72, AS,
BUTQRD, William M. 280 61 .77, CMlc, BURGESS, Ray F. 299 76 00, sSClec, BURKE,
Joseph 'F. 283 i35 98, RM3¢, BURNS, John. F. 381,16 92, FClc, BURNS, Robert J.
382 31 33, 'AS, CIRIATHAN, David A. 356 42 99, AS, CHUDIEIC!, Herry G. L14 O4 31,
Ildc, CLARK, Wilbur R. 372 11 49, F2e¢, CLIFTON, Erastus C. 268 21 77, WT2c,
CLINEFELITER, Danlel H. 360 25 96, AS, COOPER, George W. 341 30 62, Cldi{Pi),
CRAWFORD, George T. 346 88 00, AS, CRIIER, Arthur L. 342 11 95,.F2c, GROFT,
Thomas L. 321 38 13, Sealc, CUMNINGILiM,. Thomas T. 368 53 85, AS, DAVENPORT,
Elbert G. 380 87 54, 1DRc, DAVIS, Clarence W, 351 88 L7, MMle, DAVISON, Edward

M, 311 13 14, JM2c, DEANS, William J, 261 23 19, CEM{AA]. {Cont}.
Approved: = Exanained: iy f{w .
R ~EI00T, N
Lieut. Comdr., U.3. HNavy. Lieutenant, U.S. Navy,

Coruuand ing . T. 5. ., Vavifator.

\Original (ribban) copy of thiis page to be sent to Bureau of Navigation monthly) s—tena






N. Nnv, 44

ADDITIONAL SHEET

7. 5 g . MONSSEN (436} Date L March, 1941

y 49

DELQ, Gordon K. 234 08 03, Lkile, DE WALSCIE, Kenneth W. 368 53 90, AS,

DINGLE, George R. 375 37 95, CWT{PA), DOERR, Gustave L. 336 23 L2, M,

DOIES, John C. 265 64 62, Mattle, DOMINGO, Meliton 487 98 96; 0OCz2e, DRALE,
Lenocx B. 356 43 17, A4S, DuVAL, Robert T. 375 81 14, F2c, EADS, James H.

336 88 98, SK3lc, EGGIESTON, Robert C. 372 20 76, AS, ELLIS, Benjamin C, 268 38
63, Matt2e, ELE, Charles L. 287 35 59, F2c¢, ESHELMAN, John W. 281 22 13, Fle,
ESTES, Herbert F. 201 56 90, FC3c, EVERETT, Robert W. 393 43 73, AS, FORD,
Robert E. 393 43 43, AS, FOSTER, Williem K. 382 31 47, AS, FRANCE, Marcel J.
274 19 1., Wr2c¢, FRIEND, Morris C. 346 87 83, AS, FUQUA, Ralph K. 360 25 99,
AS, GALITARDI, Raymond T. 207 22 33, FC3c, GARDHWER, Howard W. 234 23 33, Seale,
GIB30N, Aubrey V. 355 97 92, Fle, GIIMORE, Matt K. 346 87 86, AS, GLASHAN,
Edwin E. 393 14 30, Bmkrlec, GLEAVES, Charles E, 381 22 55, ElZc, GOFF L AN, John
A. 223 61 B2, F2¢, UOLNIK, Jercme J. 299 7010, ENle, GOOILOL, Raymond S. 371
98 50, MM2c, GUSTOFIK, John I. 253 23 95, CRM(PA}, HARRIG, Jay V. 272 12 23,
Glide, HEINE, Erwin 4. 360 26 29, AS, IENRICHOM, Donald C. 212 42 15, CM2ec,
HIGBEE, Rodman R. 385 93 22, AS, HILL, Owen R, 212 49 14, Th3c, HOLLOWAY, William
H. 374 26 93, TM2c, HOUGHTON, Wilbur S. 372 20 77, AS, HOWARD, Ceclil 356 L1 64,
AS, TUBNER, Willlam G. 291 61 73, Fdc, HUDSON, Ralph L. 341 87 50, TM2c,

HUGIHES, Harry H, 295 13 03, CCStd(a4), HUGHES, Joe G. 360 26 65, AsS, HUGIHES,
Lelzhton E. 267 82 11, MMle, HULBURT, Howard W. 393 30 07, Sealc, HULSE, Andrew
J. 382 31 53, A3, HUNTER, Oatis L. 371 98 90, Flc, ISERT, Raymond V. 375 65 98,
BM2¢, JENIINGS, George V. 341 35 73, Sile, JENSEN, Theodore 316 08 72, TMle,
JOHNSON, Toliver A. 272 13 37, GM3c, JORDAN, Thomas R. 376 16 29, AS, KEEN,
Alton ¢. 258 12 95, MMle, KING, Chamrles J. 393 43 30, AS, KOWALSKI, Steven R.
250 31 11, BM2e, KYIBERG, Honald E. 360 26 95, AS, LITTIE, Roy R. 356 21 69,
Seale, LOWE, Charles E. 328 36 25, SM2c, MACK, Adolph W, 258 0L 72, wWT2c,

MAC INTOSH, Jemes R. 201 58 48, WI2c, MALVORH, Joseph 300 00 96, Seale, MANN,
Roy B. 356 L2 88, AS, MARTINEZ, Erwin 382 31 07, AS, MARZANO, Lulgi 283 15 48,
Seale, MASQl, Normon O. 385 74 52, Sealc, MATTIEWS, Ivam J. 368 53 78, AS,
MATTHEWS, James C. 355 96 36, MiZc, MAY, Everett P. 324 11 85, F2c, MC CAULEY,
Ccharley B. 360 26 66, AS, MC CRAY, Harlan L. 382 31 15, AS, MEADE, Howard E.
243 10 09, Crc{PA), MILLER, Ralph E, 383 62 87, EM3c, LILLER, Raymond P. 346

87 05, A4S, MOJECK, Mike 250 18 23, CM«(PA), MONTGOMERY, Collin D. 380 25 75, AS,
MONTGOMERY, Dewey P. 356 42 86, AS, MOORE, Franklin j. 336 41 56, BMle, LURPHY,
John J., 229 33 96, BM2c, MYERS, Edward .A. 372 20 83, AS, NANCE, Glenn R. 34l

il 95, CY(PA), NEIGHBROS, Elmo R. 382 30 93, AS, NJAA, Kermit E. 368 53 67, AS,
MORTH, Robert H. 382 31 02, AS, OBERG, George A. 380 98 10, MMZ2c, ORAM, Orlufr
368 53 72, AS, ORSIE, Chardes J. 206 95 38, RMic, ORTON, Raymond 321 08 29,
d2c, PANESI, Reymord C. 37579 75, Flec, PARRGTT, Arlo L. 385 92 89, AS,
PAULSON, Garl D. 321 05 32, EMZc, PEASE, John A. 360 26 31, AS, PERKINS, Orie D.
286 99 27, PhMle, PETTY, Harlamd H. 375 77 60, Sealo, PHILLIPS, Loyd G. 393 43
25, AS, PICOLORICH, Peter 212 38 10, MMlc, PLUMLEY, Leo D. 382 30 84, AS,

PRICE, John 346 27 02, MMlec, JUINN, James P, 321 26 97, EM2c, RALUTIN, Narclsco
L97 97 B6, Mattle, RAMEY, Herschel G, 356 38 78, A4S, RATCLIFFE, Willlam E.

337 20 81, F2c¢, HIDENGUR, David B. 227 97 48, GM3c, ROOKE, Varren R. 382 30 95,
AS, ROSS, Malcolm A. 385 93 18, AS, ROWE, Cleo F. 371 78 64, SMlc, RUSEK,
Bolseal 212 11 34, VWTle, RUSI, Frank J. 320 56 16, CMM(PA), SAMPLE, leRoy 3.
360 25 68, AS, SANDERS, Raymond M. 311 20 86, Fle, SAUCIER, Edwin W. 356 42 69,
AS, SCHERPIK, Villimm R. 360 25 29, AS, SCHIMMEYER, Warren V, 385 85 10, Sealc,
SEIG, Frederick W. 228 31 46, Glle, SEILL, James D, 295 Ol 47, MMle, SELLERS,
Milan 282 77 54, CBM(PA), SEJQUESTRI, Peter L. 375 80 31, Flec, SHEETS, Arnold W,
261 96 02, Sealc, SHINN, George 287 1l 71, Wr2c, SLICHO, Joseph J. 273 95 24,
I3R2¢, SMITH, Boyd L. 4LO7 27 88, AS, SMITH, Clayton F. 385 75 22, Seale, SLITII,
Disgue C. 383 21 14, RM2@&, SPAETH, Alvis, 360 25 95, AS, SPURGEQM, Ieo F. 201
56 95, Seale, STANDIELD, Harold L. 392 99 59, F2c, STEFFE, Kerlyn M. 300 02 03,
Sealc, STOREY, Clyde C, 283 19 04, Cox, STUART, Vlesley E. 371 89 69, MMlec,
SULLAR, John F. 194 68 59, QWI{PA), SULLIVAN, Relph B. 337 24 52, Fic, TAMAYO,
Honorioc 497 94 55, 0S3e, TELIORD, Norman C. 381 30 63, Sealc, THOMASON, Chester
C. 376 16 17, AS, THOMSON, Frank K. 372 20 90, AS, TIPTON, Robert E. 360 26 70,
AS, TOLIVER, Willlam M. 360 26 59, AS, TROTTER, Ben C. 355 88 58, lMM2c, VOGT,
Edward N. 382 15 75, Sealc, WALTZ, Benjamin 371 89 81, MMle, WARD, Lawrence E,
372 21 11, AS, WARDELL, James J. 385 92 73, AS, VATERS, Wllliam D. 385 92 72, A3,
WATKING, Jack B. 372 12 21, Sealc, WEAVER, Edgoar E. 393 07 09, MMlc, WEIDEIIHALER,
Dobert C. 372 21 31, AS, WELLS, Arvil H. 356 §2 573 AS, WESTQN, Arthur D. 380

96 76, .i2c, WHITE, James H. 360 26 60, AS, (conttd}.
Approved: ‘/7/.— = . Examined: M?—— __r{__f__,‘
“R.7N. smgom k . R. GNP ,z"":
Lieut. Comir., U.s. Navy, Lieutenant, U.S. Ndvyg s. x. vosigator.

Commanding.
i0—10015 (This pago to bo sent Lo Buroau of Navigation monthly with Log shoots)
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U. 5. 8. LONSUEN Date b larch, 1941 19

WIITESIDE, Charles C. 393 13 86, SCle, WIGGINS, George T. 3LO 87 95, 43,
WILSON, Kenneth &. 372 21 21, AS, WOIACK, Ralph 374 19 54, Mdle, YATZS3, Curtis
0. 321 31 10, Seale, ZACHARY, Glenn R. 385 55 17, Sealec. The following
provisions were received aboard from contractors indicated for use in the
general mess, inspected as to quantity by Ensign H.S. TREDILCOX, U.S.N.R.

and as to quality by 0.D. PERIINS, Phlilc; 108 1lbs, of rolled oats, t,pe "B"
from the Quaker Qat Co; 200 lbs. bananas, 240 lbs. grape fruit, 72 lbs lemons,
112 lbs squash, 303 1bs. lettuce, 300 lbs, onions, 4000 lbs. irish potatoces,
200 lbs. potatoes yams, 260 lbs. tomatoes from the Pacific Fruit and Produce
Co; 48 tins of tomato juice No. 10 from National Grocery; L8 1lbs. mustard
prepared commercial from Schwabacker Bros, and Ceo. Inv.; 250 lbs, white

bread from sSafewny Stores Inc, Bakery Dept; 20 lbs. chili powder, 20 lbs,
celery salt, 20 lbs. garlic salt, 20 1lbs onion salt from Commerical

Inmporting Co, 100 1lbs. pearl barley No 2, 50 lbs. powdered sugar from

Standard grocery Co.; 100 lbs. cornflakes, 100 lbs. rice flakes, 109. 375 lbs
shredded wheat from Kellogg Sales Co; 12 lbs., paprika from Crescent
Manufacturing Co; 372 lbs oranges from Cascade Fruit Co.; 50 1lbs., cheese type 1
grade A from Kraft Cheese Co; 360 lbs. butter grade B, 300 doz. eggs U.S5. Class
A, 318 1bs. chickens fryers, J1lL lbs., turkeys from Washington Creamery Co.;

301 lbs. ham smoked, 297 1lbs. bacon smoked, 299 lbs. pork loin, 598 lbs. beef
hinds, 531 lbs. beed fores, 629 lbs. veal sides from Armour & Co.; 50 lbs.

head cheese, 100 1lbs, luncheon meat, 50 lbs. sausa e franks, 200 lbs. pook
sausage, 50 lbs. sausage liver from Frye & Co.; lbs. celery, 43 lbs. bell
peppers, 193 lbs. turnips from William Bpos,, 312 lbs. carrots, 337 lbs. cabbsag
245 1bs. cauliflower from Desimond Bros. agd Co.; 40 1lbs. cake from Sailor
Jacks Bakery; LiL 1lbs. dried beef from the Rath Packing Co., 20 gal., fresh

milk from Midway Dairy. ;4/
W. R. C ﬁg

Lleutenant, U. S NEVY.

1630 to 2000,
Moored as before. 1646 The Commandant 13th Naval District, the

Captain of the Yard, The Maneger and the Yard Chaplain left the ship. 1830
Pursuant to orders of Commanding Officer, U.S.5. BAGIEY [386), VAN WINKLE, Jame
David, 279 58 22, TM3c reported aboard for duty.

a{

Lieutenant U. S. Navy.

20 to 24:
Moored as before. ;7
. { 1&;&;% ,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

b
L

77}

Approved: . Lxamined!
H P ] LiEUte na.nt U”J. NE.V}U,*T JY., Navifgator.

Lieut. Comdr., U.3. Navy,

1 ;f e
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Excerpt from Destroyers in Action
by Richard A. Shafter.*

“4 Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Mention the word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picture of a litde ship steam-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battlewagon's heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the licde ship is tossing like a cork, with the whire
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starboard. There are a couple of
splashes on her portside and 2 moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tin fish she has sent on their
voyage of destruction. And a short while later there
is a terrific crash, The enemy’s sides and decks are
clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards apart. And another naval
battle is won.

It is an inspiring picture that has adorned many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it’s even more romantic than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “nncan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it’s most versatile. If Kipling's erack
about the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glamour girl of the

Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely

- be varied once again: “The destroyer, she's a work-

horse.”

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on its way to church, it’s
all one ro a farmer's workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine patrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed pattern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater raider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on 2 convoy of merchantmen: running breath-
lessly and tongue-lolling around her flock, shocing
stragglers inro line, and then tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
horned eggs to drop in waters the enemy’s fleet is cer-
tain to traverse. Then again, they might give her a

*New York: Cornel! Maritime Press,

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out to sweep the
channels leading to 2 new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himseif has sown there, and
then the next day convert her into a fast transport and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yet on their way with reen-
forcements, supplies, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
that has landed them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or g-inch guns
are capable of,

Then again, on dury with a task force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouring, protecting, running interference and when
the acrual engagement begins, throwing a smoke
screen around the carrier or battlewagon to spoil the
enemy'’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
batrleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it’s the destroyer
that rushes in close, though the heat may blister what
patches of paint are stll lefe on her sea-bitten plates,
and takes off the men still left alive after the unsuc-
cessful battle to save their doomed ship. As the hull of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the tide,
2 roaring inferno, yer still floating, it is the destroyer’s
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bottom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands.

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer’s lot. Many a flier, shot down by ack-
ack,’ or forced down in a gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefatigable DD would not
give up the search. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gallons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid to a
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DD’s do it!”* has almost become axiomatic
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly ‘un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverability, their relatively high firepower
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for their size, and their comparasively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy’s true “expendables.”

The spirit of the little ships reflects itself in that of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bit apart from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have 10 do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man might get a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yet the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it's a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his particular trade imposes upon him. He's
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “softies.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His har
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Patrol.

He’ll abuse his ship roundly as the most uwncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. But let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn't ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed action, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nutshell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on 2 big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD, You gottabe a
satlor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even 2 master
of the hard-boiled school of writing like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a little ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of duty
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of ail. Battleships are a litde like steel cities or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields,

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clean lines of her, in
her speed and roughness, in her curious gallantry.”

ARREY



History of the U.S5.5. Monssen {DD-436 )%
(A 1,630~ton, Gleaves=class Destroyer)

(DD—36: dp. 1,630; 1. 348’2*"; b. 36°1’"; dr, 175" ; 5. 33
k.; epl. 276; a. 5 5", 4 40mm., 2 20mm., 10 21'' tt., §
dep., 2 dcet. ; cl. Gleaves)

The first Monssen (DD—38) was laid down 12 July
1939, by Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Wash.:
launched 16 May 1940; sponsored by Ars. Mons Monssen,
widow of Lieutenant Monssen; and commissioned 14
March 1041, Lt. Comdr. R. N, Smoot in commuand.

Foliowing shakedown and training, Monssen reported to
the Atlantic Fleet 27 June 1941 as a unit of DesDiv 22,
For the next J months she operated in the northwestern
Atlantie, from the coast of New England and the Mari-
time Provinces to Iceland, on neutraiity patrol. Her escort
and patrol duties changed from neutral to belligerent 7
December 1941, continuing until  February 1542 when
the entered the Boston Navy Yard for overhaul in prep-
aration for her transfer to the Pacific Fleet

On 31 March she arrived at San Francisco, Joined TF
16, and departed 2 April. Steaming west, she was in the
antisnbmarine screen for Hornet (CV-8) as the carrier
headed for “Shangri-La”™ with Lt Col. J. H. Doolittle's
B-25's on her flight deck. In the eariy morning bours 18
April the force was sighted by the enemy and the Army
pilots manned their planes, ignoring the bad weather, the
daylight hours, and the additional 188 miles they would
have to fly over the planned 500 miles to their targets,
Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, and Kobe.

Following the launch, the force returned to Pearl Har-
bor. from which it sortied 30 April to aid Yorktowen
(CY-5) and Lerington (CV-2) in the Battle of the Coral
Sea. Reaching the scene after the battle was over, the
force returned to Pear! Harbor, arriving 26 May. Two
days later they departed again, this time for Midway to
repulse an expected assault on that advanced hase. By
2 June, TF 16 had rendezvoused with TF 17 and was in
position 330 miles northeast of Midway. On the 4th the
Battle of Midway commenced as Japanese carrier planes
flew against installations on the isiand. By the Tth, the
American forces had won one of the decisive battles of
history, sinking four carriers and one cruiser at the cost
of destroyer Hummann (DD—412) and carrier Yorktown,
and profoundly changing the course of the war,

After Midway the force remained at Pear) IInrhor for
a month before departing again for combat. Steaming via
the Tonga Islands, they headed for the Japanese-held Sola-
mons. By 7 August they were 40 miles from the targets,

* Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Vol,
Naval Historical Center, 1969,




Guadaleanal and Tulagi. On the Tth and Sth, Mongsen,
with Bucharan (DD—484) stood off Gavutu and Tanam-
bago, circling those'islends and providing flre support to
units of the 2d Marine Regiment as the U.3. Navy struck
with the first of its giant amphibious assaults. She was
then assigned to the screening forces gunrding the eastern
approaches to Sealark, Lengo, and Nggela Channels,

She remained in the immediate area through the Battle
of the Eastern Solomons, which prevented Japanese rein-
forcements from reaching Guadaleanal, and then took up
duties patrolling the sea routes to Guadaleanal, At the
end of the month Saratoga (CV-3) was damaged and
Monsscn was one of the ships designated to escort her to
the Tonga Islands.

Monssen returned to Guadaleanal 18 September to
insure the integrity of an Allied supply line and to block
Japanese efforts at resupply. On 8 November, she de-
parted Noumea with two cruisers and two other destroy-
ers as TG 67.4, under Rear Admiral Callaghan, as escort
for transports carrying reinforcements to the marines on
Guadalcanal. At the same time, another convoy set out
from Espiritu Santo, covered by one cruiser and four
destroyers under Rear Admira] Scott, Arriving off Lunga
Point on the 12th, a day after those from Espiritu Santo,
they commenced unloading. By dusk as reports of Jap-
anese ship movements from Truk increased, 90 percent of
the transports had been unladen despite afternoon tor-
pedoplane attacks, one of which had cost Afonssen the
use of her fire control radar. The transports were pnlled
out, escorted through Lengo Channel, and seen safely on
their way to Espiritu Santo. Then Admiral Callaghan’s
force, heavily outnumbered even with the addition of
Admiral Scott's ships, reversed course and steamed back
to engage the enemy in the initial action of what would
Iater be called the Navai Battle for Guadalcanal,

Shortly, after 0140, 13 November, they sighted the
enemy fleet, under Vice Admiral Abe, 3 miles north of
Kukum. The enemy was headed toward Henderson Field
to bombard it and cripple Allled air operations long
enough to sneak in 11 of their transports, then en route
:n relieve their heleaguered comrades fighting on the
sland.

Battle was given at 0150. At about 0220 Monssen,
forced to rely on radio information and optics, was spot-
lighted, hit by some 37T shells, and reduced to a burning
hulk. Twenty minutes later, completely immobilized in all
departments, the ship was ordered abandoned. After
daybreak Momssen was still a floatiug incinerator. C. C,
Storey, BM2¢, L. F. Sturgeon, GM2c, and J. G. Hughes,
Flc. climbed back into the inferno and rescued eight men
still aboard and alive, five of whom lived after reaching
land. The survivors, 40 percent of the crew, were picked
up at about 0800 and taken to Guadaleanal. The ship
itself continued to hlaze until early afternoon, when the
waters of Ironbottom Sound closed over her.

Monssen was awarded four battle stars for World War
IT service.




Cbituary for Vice Admiral Roland N, Smoot, USN (Ret.,)*

1907

1984

Command ing Off icer, U.S.S5. Monssen (DD-436)

March,

ROLAND NESBIT SMOOT 23

VAdm. Roland Nesbit Smoot USN (Ret.) died
on 13 February 1984 in Santa Monica, California.
Private funeral services were held in Santa Monica
on I7 February,

Roland Nesbit Smoot

Appointed 10 the Naval Academy from the State
of Utah, he was graduated with the Class of 1923
and joined CHASE for two years prior Lo going to
submarine school and being ordered to S-7 and
then 5-26. Later he attended postgraduate school
at Annapolis and then took his Master of Science
degree from Pennsylvania State College before
being assigned to NARWHAL.

In 1933 he returned to the Naval Academy as
an insiructor in engineering, then was assigned to
MagryLaND before being ordered to the Navy yard
in Pearl Harbor as shop superintendent. In 193%
he assumed command of AuLick in the Caribbean
before the ship was transferred to the British.

After fitting out MoONsSEN he took command of
that ship and acted as an escort vessel for the car-
rier HORNET which transported MGen. James H.
Doolittle’s fliers for their famous strike on Tokyo
in 1942, Under his command, MoNssEN also par-
ticipated in the Battle of Midway, in the assault
on Guadalcanal, the first battle of Savo Island,
and the battle of the Eastern Solomons, for which
he received a third Bronze Star Medal, with
authorization to wear the Combat V.

In December 1942 he reported for duty with the
Wes: Coast Sound Training Squadron, San Diego,
later becoming commanding officer of the

1941 - October,

1942

squadron and its training school, for which duty
he received a second Navy Commendation Medal.
In March of 1944 he returned to destroyer duty
as ComDesDiv FOUR and ComDesDiv SEVEN.
serving as well as ComDesRon FOURTEEN and
as ComDesDiv TWENTY-SEVEN, and as
representative of Commander Destrovers, Pacific,
in the forward area. He later was named Com-
DesDiv FIFTY-SEX. In these assignments he was
awarded the Navy Cross, the Legion of Merit with
Combat V, a Gold Star in lieu of a second Bronze
Star Medal with Combat V, a Gold Star in lieu
of a second Navy Cross, an additional Bronze Star
Medal with Combat V, and the Navy Unit Com-
mendation. Among the many actions in which he
participated during this period was sinking of the
Japanese battleship YaMmasHIRO,

In July 1945 he assumed command of Task
Flotilla FOUR, Destroyers, Pacific and acted as
screen commander in fast carrier task force
assaults on the Japanese homeland, later becom-
ing port director and senior officer present in
Yokosuka, Japan, for which duty he was awarded
a Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit.

After the war he reported as director of officer
personnel in the Bureau of Navai Personnel,
Washington, then in 1948 was named Chief of
Staff and Aide 1o Commander Task Force EIGHT
FOUR prior to taking command of NEwWPORT
NEws. He later was Chief of Staff and Aide to
Commander Cruisers, Atlantic Fleet, then had
duty in Washington with the Chief of Naval
Operations and the Bureau of Naval Personnel
once again. Other assignments included Com-
CruDiv THREE, Commander Mine Force, Pacific
Fleet, and Commander United States Taiwan
Defense Command, for which service he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Medal.

He was transferred to the retired list in 1962.
He was a member of the Naval Academy Alumni
Association.

Survivors include his widow Sally, 615-A
Avenida Sevilla, Laguna Hills CA 92653; a son
and a daughter.

* Shipmate magazine; May, 1984






The Navy Cross [s awarded to Lieutenant Commander Charles E. McCombs, USN, at
Camp Pendieton, Callifornia, in the summer of 1943. Lieut, Comdr, McCombs was
still an out-patient at this time, being treated for the shoulder injuries he
sustained while command ing the U.5.5. Monssen (DD-4368) in the Naval Battie of
Guadalcanal on 13 November 1942, Rear Admiral Charies E. McCombs, USN (Ret.)
died in 1991, (Photograph courtesy of his son, Richard L. McCombs.)







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASKHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVY CROSS to

ILIEUTENANT COMMANDER CHARLES E. McCOMRBS
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For extraordinary heroism in the line of his
profession during action with enemy forces on the night
of November 12-13, 1842, on which occasion the force
to which he was attached engaged at close quarters and
defeated a superior enemy force. His daring and
determination contributed materially to the victory
which prevented the enemy from accomplishing their
purposes,”’

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.






CHIEF OF NAVAL PERSQNNEL

NAYY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 25 0. ¢,
1 Neovemper 1959

My dear Admiral McCombs:

On the occasion of your retirement, I wish to take this cpportunity to
express my sincere appreciation of your long and distinguished service
to our Nation.

I note with pleasure the President of the United States awarded you the
Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism as Commanding Officer of the
U.S5.3. MONSEN during action with enemy forces on the night of 12-13
November 1942 when a superior enemy force was engaged at close
quarters and defeated. Carrying out all your assignments with alert
iniiative and intensity of purpose as Exzecutlve Officer of the U. §. S.
PROVIDENCE and as Commanding Officer of the U.S.S. WYANDOT, you
gained the respect and admiration of all with whom you served. While
serving as AssistantDirector and later asDirector, Research Division,
Bureau of Naval Personnel, you represented the Navy Department on
many joint committees in a most creditable manner.

As U. 8. Navy Member, Military Standardization Agency, London, your
professicnal knowledge, and your patience and tact in negotiations with
representatives of other nations, enabled you to advance and safequard
the interests of the United States and the Navy. Due to your inspiring
leadership as Commanding Officer, the U.S.S. HEAMUL attained a high
standard of performance. While assigned to the Industrial College of
the Armed Forces, you set standards of accomplishment that will be
most difficult to emulate.

During your lastactive naval assignmentas Commanding Officer, NROTC
Unit, Ohio State University, you commanded and administered your
staff and midshipmen in such manner as to provide an excellent source
of officers for the Navy and the Naval Reserve. Yourloyalty and devo-
ton to duty have reflected the highest credit upen you and the Naval
service. May it be a source of great pride and satisfaction to you to
look back upon a job "Well Done*.

Sincerely yours,

7 Vo

8. P, suItn

(Copy courtesy of Richard L. McCombs; July 1995)
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The U.S.5. kearny (DD-432) lashed to the U.S.,S. Monssen (DD-436) to keep her from capsizing at Reykjavik
lcetland, on October 17, 194t, Torpedoed by a German U-boat, the Kearny was all but cut in two by the ex-
plosion which killed eleven of her crew, wounded seven and carried away the starboard wing of the bridge.
During this period of undeclared war U.S., Navy vessels escorted convoys between North America and iceland

and were under orders to "shoot on sight” any German warships they encountered. {Nat ional Archives)







The U.5.5. Hornet (Cv=-8)
under the command of Lt.
Force 16,

Colone! Doolittie.

which escorted the Hornet enroute to the launching position.

faunching the twin-engined Army B=25

bombers which raided Tokyo on 18 April 19542,
The U,5.5. Monssen (DD-436) was one of the destroyers in Task
{Official U.S. Navy photograph.)







The sixteen 8B-25 Mitchel! bombers launched from the U.S.5, MHornet (CV-8) flew 668 miles to their targets
in Tokyo and then, because the Hornet's deck was too short to allow recovery, contjinued on to crash-land
or bail out over China. Of the 80 pilots and crewmen in these planes, 71 survived, Due to wartime se~
crecy the Navy never received any credit for its role in this operation., It became known as "™Jimmy Doo-
little’s Raid.” In 1995 the Navy awarded all of the "1942 Task Force 16" sailors a Citation in recogni-
tjon of their services., (orriciatlt U.5. Navy photograph. )




g



Bert W, (BUD) Whited, ADRC USN Ret.
P.O. Box 626, 7 Mill Pond Lane
Grantham, NH 03753
Voice or FAX - 603-863-5330
TASK FORCE 16 & USS HORNET CV-§ ASSOCIATION

4 April 1995
To all of the "1942 Task Force 16" Sailors and Marines and the Doolittle's Raiders.

Dear Shipmates,

Asst. Sec. of the Navy, Bernard Rostker, through Senator Bob Smith & Tom Lankford,
(Executive Assistant) has informed me that the Navy Depariment will, in Lieu of the
"NAVY EXPEDITIONARY FORCE MEDAL", issue the crew members of TASK
FORCE 16 a Navy Citation. This Citation is to be presented to mysell and any other Task
Force 16 Crew Members that wants to attend. This Citation will he presented by the
Secretary of the Navy, Mr. John Dalton and will be held in his office at 1330 on Monday
15 May 1995. His office is located in the Pentagon Building, Arlington, VA. Access the
Pentagon through the Mall entrance and ask to be shown to Secretary Dalton office. The
ceremony will also be attended by Senator Bob Smith, (his Executive Assistant Mr. Tom
Lankford) and Representative Dick Swett, all of New Hampshire. They were all very
instrumental in getting this award issued and I could not have succeeded in this endeavor
with out their support and contacts they have with the Navy Department personnel,

Any Crew member of Task Force 16 who will be attending, will have to Phone YN 2/C
John Howard at 703-697-2427 (ASAP) before 1 May 1995. Give him your Name,
Rank/Rate, Ship and Division, as of 18 April 1942, so the Navy can get their Citations
made up in time for the presentation. Also, call or write me with the same information sol
will know how many will be attending.

All Crewmembers (or one surviving relative) who cannot attend the ceremony, will be
issued the Citation by writing to Ms. Jean Kirk, Navy Operations Awards & Special
Projects, 1000 Navy Pentagon, Washington, DC 20350 with the same information as
stated above, se the Citations can be made up and sent to them,

I apologize to all of you, that this is all T could accomplish. I started this campaign to get us
our medal in September 1991, and it has taken me 3 years 7 Months, and a lot of expenses
to get this far, but at least we will get something for our involvement in carrying Doolittle
and his Bomber crews on their historic flight. I also want to thank all of you who have
sent donations to me to help cover my costs over the past 3 plus years, it is really
appreciated.

Very truly yours, /ﬁ/ é/‘w

Bent W. (BUD) Whited, ADRC USN Ret.
USS HORNET, CV-8
Scouting Squadron Eight, VS-§






DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASHINGTGAN, DC 20350-2000
IM REPLY REFER TO

Ser 09B33/5U518681
16 May 1995

Mr. Thomas R. Jordan
300 Cuddihy Dr.
Metairie, LA 70005-4144

Dear Mr. Jordan:

It is a pleasure to enclose the Special Secretary of the
Navy Certificate commemorating your participation in TASK
FORCE 16 on 18 April 1942.

Sincerely,

. KIRK
Head, Awards and Special
Projects Branch
By direction
Chief of Naval Operations

Enclosure

Editor's Note:
Seaman Thomas R. Jordan went down with the Monssen in November
1942, so his certificate (next page) was issued posthumously
and sent to his sister, Emajean Jordan Buechner. Mrs. Buech-
ner has been very supportive of the Monssen's survivors, and
she hosted their second reunion in 1993,

E., A, Wilde, Jr.
August, 1995






department of the Nagy

TN

The Sercretary of the Pavy

takes pleasure in recognizing the serbices of:

Seaman First Class

Thomas R. Jordan USN
USS Monssen (DD-436)

for participation in

TASK FORCE 16

USS Hornet CV-8 USS Enterprise CV-6
USS Northampton CA-26 USS Vincennes CA-44
USS Salt Lake City CA-25 USS Nashvilie CL-43
UsSS Balch DO-363 uss Gwin DD433
USS Benham DD-397 USS Grayson DD-435
USS Ellet DD-398 uSsS Monssen DD436
USS Fanning DO-385 USS Meredith 0D-434
USS Sabine AD-25 USS Cimarron AD-22
with Submarines, Pacific Fleet
USS Thresher S5-200 USS Trout S5-202

On the occasion of the SCOth anniversary of the Second Werld War, it is approprista that we take time to reflact on the unique
and daring accomplishments achieved early in the war by Task Force 16. Sailing westward under sealed arders in April 1942,
anly four months after the devastating raid on Pearl Harhor, Task Force 16, carming sixteen Army B-25 bomboers, proceeded into
history. Facing adverse weather and under constant threat of discovery before bombers could be launched to strike tha Japenese
homeland, the crews of tha ships and LTC Doolittle's bombers persevered. On 18 Apnit 1942 at 1445, perseverance produced
success as radio broadcasts from Japan confirmed the success of the raids. These raids were an enormous bogst to tha morale
of the American peaple in thase early and dark days of the war and & harbinger of the future for the Japanese High Command
that had so foolishly awakened "The Sleeping Giant." These exploits, which so inspired tha service men and women and the nation
live on today and are remembered when tha necessity of success against all odds is required.

Qﬁﬂ@ﬂf;

Secretary n! the $2aby

15 May 1995
Mate
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The U.S.S. Monssen (DD-436) alongside the carrier U.S.S. Enterprise (CV-6) to exchange guard mail, 19 May
1942, while operating with Admiral Halsey's Task Force 16. Shortly thereafter (June uth) the Monssen was
a screening vessel for the oilers at the Battle of Midway. (Official U.5. Navy photograph.)




Right: These three congratulatory dispatches were sent to all
the ships which participated in the Battle of Midway - a great
strategic victory for the United States which changed the whole
course of the Pacific War. The Monssen participated as a
screening vessel for the Oiler Group which fueled both Task
Forces (TF 16 and TF 17 ) on 31 May and 1 June.



€ JUNE 1942

FROM: COMINCH
TO: ATYL TASKFORCOMS PACFLT

NFM 159 ..... §620¢¢

THE NAVY MARINE CORPS AND COAST GUARD JOIN IN ADMIRATION FOR
THE AMERICAN NAVAL MARINE AND ARMY FORCES WHO HAVE SO GALTARTT.Y
AND EFFECTIVELY REPELLED THE ENEMY ADVANCE ON MIDWAY AND APE
CONFIDENT THAT THEIR COMRADES IN ARMS WILL CONTINUE TO MAFE
THE ENEMY REALIZE THAT WAR IS HELL UNQUOTE CINCPAC HEARTILY
JOINS IN THE SENTIMENTS EXPRESSED X

a2 Xl P LIS i el ol R Ll Sl bl LI ALYy Y Ny,

8 JUNE 1942

FROM: CINCPAC
TO: NAS MIDWAY: AILL T.F.COMS MY COMMAND

NEM NR 725 ..... 6806433

THE FIRST T.ORD OF THE BRITISH ADMIRALTY, THE PRIME MINISTER OP
AUSTRALIA, GENERAL MACARTHUR AND GENFRPL NEWITT, COVMAWTIKRG
GENERAL WESTERN DEFENSE®*COMMAND AND FOURTH ARNY HAVE ATL POR-
WARDED TO THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF THEIR EXPRESSIONS OF PRITE,
ADMIRATION, AND HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OFFICERS AND VEH
OF THE ARMY, NAVY AND MARINE CORFS ON THEIR DEFEAT OP THE ENEMY
IN THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY X THIS FROM CINCPAC

I XXX YT RSP T XL S22 Y SR RS Xt s R SRR ALY Y LYY
9 JUNE 1942

FROM: CINCPAC
TO: c.T.F. 16 Cc.T.F. 17

INFO: COMINCH COMCRUPACFLT C.7.F. 8

¢91833

THIS IS A PARAPHRASED VERSION OF THE ORIGINAL
DISPATCH AND IS TO BE PUBLISHED ON EULLETIN
BOARDS AND TO THE CREY PER C,T.F. 16 92141

THE SUPERB PERFORMANCE OF TASK FORCES 16 AND 17 IN TIE FIDYVAY
BATTLE WAS IN CONSISTENCE WITH THEIR PREVIOUS RECO™DS CF
BRITLIANT BOLDNESS XX ORIGINATOR CINCPAC XX THEIR T.0SSES IN
PERSONNEL IS FAR MORE REGRETTED THAN THAT OF MATERIEL X THE
DECISIVE FACTOR IN THE BATTLE WAS THEIR HEROIC AND RESOLUTE
DETERMINATION AND THIS PRODUCED A GREAT VICTORY FOR THEIR
COUNTRY X THE ENEMY MUST AGAIN BE ASSAILED AND TASK FOPCT 16
IS CALLED X ENROUTE TO THE ALEUTIAN AREA IT IS HOPED THAT
THEIR GALLANT VETERANS WILL HAVE OPPORTURITY FOR SOME WELL
AND HARD EARNED REST X I HAVE FIRM BELIEF IN THE ABILITY
OF TASK FORCE 16 TO DESTROY THE ENEMY THERE AS THEY DID SO
OVERWHET.MINGLY IN THE BATTLE OF ¥IIWAY, THEREBY COMPT.ETING

THE REVERSAL OPF HIS WAR EFFORT






Guadalcanal! and the Solomon isiands in Worid War il
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Noumea to Rabaul. (Courtesy Australian war Memorial )

in the summer of 1942 the Solomon [slands, streaming 600 miles
southeast from New Britain (upper lert), assumed a great strategic
importance. For the Japanese, their seaplane base at Tulagi (center)
and the airfield they were completing on Guadalcanal formed part of a
defensive perimeter for their principal base at Rabaul. For the
United States, these bases in the lower Solomons threatened both her
supply Iines to Australia and her advance bases in the New Hebrides
and on New Caledonia.

The decisive Guadalcanal Campaign began on August 7, 1942, when
the U.S. Marines seized both Tulagi and the airfield across the bay.
It ended six months later when the Japanese evacuated their remaining
troops.

The victory was truly a turning point in the Pacific War. A
captured Japanese document read, "Success or failure in recapturing
Guadalcanal . . . s the fork in the road which leads to victory for
them or for us."™ After the island was secured the Japanese offensive
was over, and the Allies began their long island-hopping march to
Tokyo Bay.

E. A, wilds, Jr.
February, 1996
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~ ACTION REPORT

COMMANDER 5 TASK GROUP 62.4
(COMMANDER , CRUISERS 5 TASK FORCE 18)

SERJAL 001 - 13 AUGUST 1942

qugRT OF ACTION; TULAG!-GUADALCANAL, 6-10 AUGUST

COVERS ACTIVITY OF FIRE SUPPORT GROUP
M (SAN JUAN, MONSSEN , BUCHANAN ) AT
TULAGI DURING INITIAL LANDING,

479504
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Editor!s Note: The Monssen was attached to the Task Group
(TG 62.4}) which provided gunfire support for the initial
ltand ings of the Guadalcanal Campaign here on August 7,
1942, These islands were invaded because they ringed the
only good harbor in the area, just 20 miles north of the
airfield on Guadalcanal. The last paragraph on page 7 of
this report comments on the Monssen!s role in this action,
(Map from The Campaign for Guadalcanal by Jack Coggins)

E. A. Wilde
July 24, 1995
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC JLEST
AAGSHIE 8 COTIANDER TACK GROUP 62. 4

algust 13, 1942,

fyrom: Commander Task Group A2.4.
To: Commander Tusk Lorce 62.
Subject: Report c¢rf action, TULAGI-GU.L AL CANAL
6-10 August, 1942,
Enclosure: {A) SBubject revert.
1 The rencrt or action at TULAS ~CUADAL oy,

6-10 August, 1942, 25 encaged in by Taslc Group 62.4 (Iire
Support Group MIK.) 1s rorwurded herewith.

%LH.L‘.Q_,. b ('/‘L‘ (7-

MOl oo,
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COMAAND it CHULG i, TASE FOICE 810HTIEH  {COL: L DR
FIRI SUFIOUT GROVE BTIE, T..0K rUnGe 627 .

REPORT OF nCTION AU TULGI=GUAD. LC iiAd, 6=10 JUGUST, 1942.

6 Mwy-wot, 19422,

At 1611, Coumander Crulscers, ‘Tusk Force £iGiiTidiul,
under temporury olders with Yugk rorce e, us Communder rire
Support Group LITKE (Communucr ‘Pask Group 62.4) cousisbing
of SAN JUAN, HMOUSZHEN, and BUCHMAMAN, with additfouul auty us
Commander Squadron YUKIl, wilcn comprised the following units:
CHICAGU, C/NBEWtL, Trunsdiv LY (NEVILLE, ZUILILY, HBYNIOOD,
PRUESTDRNT JACRSONS, Tranodiv J2 (CALHOUNM, GuEGORY, LITMLL,
LiekBAN ), Minesweeper Group (HOPLING, LielVile, 2015, SOUY: I,
HOVEY ), HENLEY, BAGLEY, 1Udif, BLUE, in latitude 10° 507 soulls,
longitude 159° 01' isust, foruwed upproach disposition .it=3,
on signal from Commnunder Tusk lForce 62; proceeding to 'WLAGI-
GUAaDALC/NAL urea. The tusk of thius squudron wus the capture
of the TULAGI area.

7 aurust, 1942,

At about 0630 Squadron YOI arrived in position
before TULAGI. The delay of one hulf hour wuae cuused by the
fallure of transports to keep closed up. "H" hour (the time
of' I'lrst landing of troops on TULAGT) was designated by
Communder Trunsport Croup YOIZ in NiVILLE (Commander Task
Group 62.2) as 0800,

A8 Syuadron YOIZE approached its deslenatea urea,
fighting and dive bowbing plunes of the Support Force were
observed strafing at 0614 and dive bombing at 0618 objectives
In the TUL/GI-GAVUTU arcua. Lieny fires were obgerved resulting from
this uttack. DBurning objects could not be clearly distingulshed
but it iIs belleved that most ol' them were enemy aircruft.

The vessels of I'ire Support Group MIKE assisted in
gcreenlng the transports und then toouk their respective sltutlons
for the coumwencement of navul pgunfire support (see diugrum ".").

The plunned support wus executed as follows:
AP RGH. 6. COF

T rIRING SHIF Tl BT oUUNDS w1ieil
0727-0732 1ONOSILT {111 on promontory 60 rds.

on florida Iclond
west ol 'TULsGI Islund.
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TIVE
0727-0732

0730-0735

0743-074L8
0750-0755

0759-0804
08100815
0820-0825

0834-0840
0854+-0900

1004-1012
and

1017=-1028

1152-1156

1249=1256

[LASS]

SECHE

FilD

FPTRING SHIP

BUCH AL

o I-LN JU JNLI\I

SAN JULN

MONSSEN
BUCHADN

SAN JUAN
BUCHAIIA

JIONSSEN

Sall JULN

Gudl JUADN

SAll JUAN

SAN JUAL

SAN JUAW

TARGET

Promontory enst of
HALET. .

Swall Islond south
of HALW Y.

Hill 208 TULAGL

Landing Beach southside
of TULAGT,

Hill 208 TULAGI
Radio Stutlon TULAGI

A.A. positions south of
hospital, TULAGI

Prison, TULAGI

TANALOGO (Target of
opportunity - requested
by LiG)

GAVUTU (Target of
opportunity - requested

by shore fire control
party).

Northeast slde, GAVUTU
Hill 281, TULAGI (Target

of opportunity - requested

APPROX. NO. OF
ROUNTDS FIRED

100 rds.

100 rds.

560 rds.

200 rds.
each

560 rds.
100 rds.
100 rds.

280 rds.

410 rds.

815 rds.

280 rds.
280 rds.

by Shore Fire Control Perty)

From the time of entry into the action area, until

1156, no enemy opuosition to the operations of Fire Support

Group MIKE was experienced.

Upon request from the minesweeping division the

SAN JUAN between 1004 and 1028 silenced an enemy gun on GAVUTU

Island which hed interfered with sweeping operatioms.

At 1135 an explosion was heard in SaN JUAN'sS Gun

Nount #1, followed immediately by the reporting of a rire in

thuet mount.

The Tire was quickly extingulshed.

It was dis-
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closed that five men had been killed end tihirteen men injured.
A board of investigation was subsequently ordered to inquirs
into the circumstances of the accldent.

At 1156 SAN JUAN reported unidentified alrcrart
approaching the area from bearing 1709T. This contact was lost
about twenty minutes later. Prenrations were made during this
interval to repel enemy air attuacik in the vicinity of Squadron
YOKE transports. At 1249 having lost the alreraft comnt act
naval gunfire support schedule was resumed.

At 1220 the following report was made to CTI 62:

"HYPO hour half hour delayed caused by transpa ts nat
closing up X NEVILLE reports eighteen Jap planes destroyed
on water X ILanding operations apparently successful X Very
slight fire against our ships X No great opposition on shore
X Casualties unknown X No mines discovered after forty min-
utes sweeplng X Two submarines reported both bel ieved in
error X GAVUTU landing not yet underway Xm

At 1315 CHICAGO reported radar contact on unidentified
planes bearing 315°T, distant 43 miles, closing. Fire Support
Group MIKE was agaln prepared to repel enemy aircraft. At 1323
enemy horizontal bombers were observed in the Squadron XRAY
area oOff GUADALCAMNAL, at altitude estimated to be 14,000 feet.
They were at ranges too great to be engaged by ships of Squadren
YOKX. This group of planes dropped bombs in the Squadron XRAY
area; results could not be observed. During this attack three
planes whose ldentity could not be determined were observed to
crash.

At 1500 Squadron XRAY was again observed under enemy
aircraft attack, this time by dive bombers., Consierable A.A.
fire was seen over the area but results could not be observed.

Thooughout the later hours of the afterncon Fire
Support Group MIKE continued to screen Squadron YOKE.

At 1803 formed SAN JUAN, HOBART and MONSSIN in column
to patrol eastward of longitude 1 60°-QL, with the mission of
covering AP's and AK's ggalnst enemy light forces entering the
area from the EASTWARD, in accordance with Commend er Task Group
02.6 order: *"Special Instructions to SCREENING GROUP and Vessels
Temporarily Assigned.™ Other vessels of the screening group
patrolling as follows: AUSTRALTIA, CANBERRA, and CHICAGO screened
by PATTERSON and BAGLEY, south of a line drawn 125°T from center
of SAVO ISIAND and west of longltude 1600-24' E; VINCE?NE?, :

TORTA, and QUINCY, screened by JARVIS and HEILM, north of the
gﬁofﬁ 1ine an% west of Longitude 160°-04 E; Antil aibmarine patrols

-3 -
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and radar guards as Iollows:

‘Between ( 08-593) and { 09-018) RATPH TAIBOQT
(159-55E) (159-49E)

Between ( 09~-05S) and ( 09-098) BLUE
(159~4L2E) (159-37%)

At 2000 the following repori was made to.CTF 62:

mMuch stiffer opposition encountered X Enemy concentrated at
hill 281 TULAGI and TANAMBOGO where fighting @ ntinues X
GAVUTU has been cuptured X Parachute Battalion suffered heavy
casualtie: reenforcements have been landed X No enemy bombing
attacks in YOKE X

At 2325 the following dispatch was sent to CTF 62:
"Your 070925 situation reported in my 070900 X Since reporting
landing on eastern Florida promontory reported successful, no
opposition on beach X 5" service ammunition remaining on hand
SAN JUAN 3806 X MONSSEN 889 X BUCHANAN will follow Xv

August 8, 19.,2.

Putrols were oo ntinued until 0711 without incident.

At 0915, at the request of the laniing force ashore,
LONSSEN and BUCHANAN were sent to the TANAMBOGO Island area to
render close fire support to the prospective lmding on that
island.

At 1039, forty (40) enemy VB were reported enrocute
this area; BUCHANAN was directed to return to the transport
area to ussist screening ships in repelling the impending air
attack,

At 1156 about twenty-five (25) Japanese twin engined
VB were sighted approaching the transport area from northward
at altitude about five hundred feet. Before arriving in the
vicinity the planes had decreased their altitude to ahout fifty
feet. Without making any definlite threat to the ships in the
YOKE area, planes continued on a southwesterly course. A.A.
fire of all ships in tle area was opened as ranges becume clear
and effective. Nine enemy plenes were observed from YOIZ area
to have been shot down. The planes were of the Japanese ™"97"
heavy bomber type. .This actlon ended at 1212.

At 1310 MONSSEN was again directed to proceed to _
TANAMBOGO area, observe conditlions, and repat buek. At 1345
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BUCHANAN wus directed to broceed to TAWAMBOGO and join MONSSEN
in accordance with o request of the landing force ashore for
close fire support of -destroyers on TANANMBOGO.

At 1358 radar contact was made on unidentified planes;
a2ll ships of the screen were alerted to prepare to repel the
attack. This alert continued until 164Q during which time no
attack developed. At the latter time contact was lost. Alr
raids and false warnings seriously interfered with unloading
transports,

About 1500 MONSSEN returned to the transport areas,
reporting that the landing force in GAVUTU was preparing to
assault TANAMBOGO. The BUCHANAN was standing by in that area.
As the latter's gmmunition was running low, at 1555 HENLEY
was directed to circle TANALMBOGO to stand by to support this
assault,

At 1620 the following report was forwarded to CTF 62.

"About sixty (60} enemy well dug in on TANABOGO X Few re-
maining in Fox holes on GAVUTU X Conslderable cleaning up
required X Have been using Dog Dog close inshore X TULAGI

situation obscure X"

At 1802 these two destroyers returned to the screen,
having been relcased by the landing force ashore.

At 1850 HOBAKT, 3407 JUAN LIONS3EN and BUCILANAN comuenced
patrol in the saune area as lust night.

At 2210 four wounded men of the First Ralder Battalion
were rescued from a landing boat by SAN JUAN.

At 2230 the followling report was made to CTR 62;

"will submit summary on Florida situetion inmediately upon
return my officer from ashore tonight.

Dog Dog remained iumed.ete vicinity Tanambogo .all day, frequent
close support fire, Although our troops on Tanambogo Island not
completely in our hands at dark.

Two torpedo waices no bombs in air attack today no casualties.

Nine enemy planes sighted destrouyed-. Only one eneuwy torpedo plane
sighted us getting clear in our direction. Bagley was fired on
by Jap survivors on plane in 'ater as ship aprroached Japs they
shot themselves. Will deliver 1'our prisoners end some material

_5_
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ploked up from plane by Blue tomorrow morning to Astoria.

Submit that irregular formation of transports covered by high
speed soreen zigzagging used this morning is more effective
against elr attaok tha8 orthodox disposition used this after-
noon. Explosion yesterdey in number one five inch mount SAN
JUAN five killed all wounded expected to recover., Ireech plug
blew out either because recoil did not function possibly from
gun stloking in slide from exoessive heat or AA shell exploded
prematurely in gun. New gun and navy yard repairs required.
Ammunition remeining San Juan 3500 Monssen %98 Buchanan 500.W

The summary mentioned in paragraph one above was not
sent beocesuse the.Commander Transports interviewed the officer
from the SAN JUAN upon his return to the NEVILLE and submitted
the necessary report to the Task Foroce Commander.

Aupust 9, 1942,

The CHICAGO has reported that at 0ll5 she, CANBIRRA,
PATTERSON and BAGLEY were engaged in intermjittent gunfire at
targets not definitely established.

This sction was neitner observed or heard in the
SAN JUAN.

At 0135, SAN JUAN, HOBART, and MONSSEN had reeched
the southern limit of the patrol line and were changing course
to North. At this time a series of aircraft flarcs were ob-
served Just west of South followed about five (5) minutes 1ater,
by flares to the northwest. At about 0145, from bearing 300°T
distant about nineteen (19) miles, huavy gunfire wus observed.
It wes believed that two columns of ships were Tiring at cach
other in the aforementioned location, on northweste.ly or
southeasterly courses at a range estimated to be four (4) to
five (5) thousend yards. It appeared that one ship in the
right haud column had guns of lerger caliver than the other
ships. It is bvelieved that the ships of thls column were
eneny. About two minutes after this Tiring hed started a
large fire was observed in a ship of the left hand column,
By the light of gunfire and the fire frron the ship Just mentioned
splashes were observed to the right of the right column of

ships and it is believed that some shell hits welre seen on this
column of ships.
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As the action subsided, a p1 w :
our own formation and drop tnrué flﬁrggeina:hze%ﬁlﬁél£éi€%¥gr
area, No turther action developed, and this formation con-
tinued to putrol the eustern approaches to the area, No reports
of cny kind including contact report, were received concerning
the foregoing action prior to = diuspatch from the CHICAGO at 0245,

At 0645 HOBART was directed to proceed on duty assigned;
MONSSEN and BUCHANAN proceeded to YOKE aves to sooen {ransports’
engaged in unloading, At this time as it appeared likely that
the enemy might agaih attack, the SAN JUAN proceeded a short
way to seawurd to contaot the CHICAGO and then returned to the
YOKE transport area. The CHICAGO was returning at good speed
as reported but soon slowed down. At 0700 3AN JUAN made radar
contact with group of unidentified plenes; Fire Support Group
MIKE was naneuvered at high speed to vicinity of Squedron YOKE

tranaports. No attack developed uand at 0743 radar contact was
lost,

Throughout the remainder of the day Fire Support Group
DI screcned the transports of Squadron YOKE during their un-
loading. No further action of any kind developed and at 1917,
on orders frow Commander Task force 62 the remalning ships in
the area were forwmed in appruvach dlsposition AR-4 and retired
from the area via LINGO Channel, SAN JUAN leading.

It is recommended that-sultable award or recognltion
for meritorious service be made in the cases of the following
tiree officers:

During the operations of 6-10 Auxgust, 1942, reported
upon above my flagship AN JUAN, Captain J. E. Maher, was con-
tinucusly on call for various dutles. at all times the ship
was on the alert and ready. During the assault on TULAGI and
G.VUTU Qaptuin lisiler renuered excellent and timely supuort with
his gunfire and especielly in silencing a shore battery which
threstened our uine sweeping operations. While protecting
trunsportis during two air attacks he showed very good tactical
Judesent and coolness 1n hanaling his shlp.

On august 7th and 8th I directed the MONSSIN - Commander
e Ve Smoot to clircle T/ALUTI0GO and deliver close fire support.
A3 he uad done on several previous assignments, Commander Smoot
woes prompt in coming within hoil and most seamwanlike and ex-
pedltious in takin:; his ship to tie eritical spot. Although
the enemy wus reported to uuve artillery on the Islend Commander
Smoot closed qulekly to point blank range and rendered our
troops much needed assistiance.
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Lieutenant G. A. Howe, K.i.W.it. rendered vaoluable
service while ussisting in the piloting of the SAN JUAN,
approaching the TULAGI arcc from the weustward snd when depart-
in,' to the eustward. bDoth these occaslons took place during
darikness when SAK JUAN woas the leading ship. I also sent
Lieutenunt Houve on Lourd the LIONSSLEN to assist in piloting
whien that vessel rounded and bombarded TAl/ BCGO Island at
point bLlunk renge. In the event of further operations in the
s0lomons I strongly recommend Lieutenant Howe for similar duty

with our lorces.

Ve it]

NOiily SCOTT,
Commander Task Group 62.4.
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A starboard bow view of the carrier U.5.5. Enterprise (CV-6) under attack during the Battle of the Eastern
Solomons on August 2%, 1942. A secondary explosion from tha bomb hits which started the fire on the star-
board side, aft, showered the destroyer U.5.5. Monssen (DD-436) (far left) with dabris. During the battie
the Monssen shot down an enemy plane with her 20-mm's, and later she rescued a pilot (Ens., John H. Jorgen-
son, USNR)} and his crewman when their SBD dive-bomber ditched nearby. (Editor's Note: John Jorgenson died
in 1981, but [ have sent a copy of this booklet to his Family.) {Official U.5. Navy photograph.)
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E. A. wilde, Jr.
July 18, 1995

U.5.5. Monssen (DD-436)

Gunrfire Support Mission at Guadalcanal, Solomon lslands

On 27 September 1942 the Monssen was assigned the mission of provid-
ing close gunfire support for the tst Battalion, 7th Marines led by Lt.
Col, Lewis B. ("Chesty") Pulier, USMC, as they attempted to expand their
perimeter westward in the area of the Matanikau River, Unfortunately,
the official narrative describing the Marines! attack, "The Second Battle
of the Matanikau," incorrectly identified the ship involved as the U.S.S.
Baliard (AVD-10), and many historians have repeated this error,

Eric Hammel in his book, Guadalcanal: Starvation lsland, correctly
described the Ballard as an old destroyer converted to a seaplane tender,
but then he referred to her "5-inch guns.” In fact, the Ballard was
armed with only two 3-in./50 guns!

To Samuel Eliot Morison's credit he corrected his error in Vol Vv
of his History of United States Naval Operations in World War 1l when he
compiled his Errata List in Vol. XV,

Jack Coggins in his The Campaign for Guadalcanal included an infor-
mat ive map (below), but he, also, misidentified the ship.

The complete deck log for the period 1200 to 2000 on 27 September
1542 and excerpts Prom the other sources follows

Manssenl!s Deck Log:
12-16: Steaming as before. 1212 Major L, W. Wolf, USMC, came aboard
to act as liaison officer. 1220 Proceeded to Pt. Cruz area For shore
bombardment. 1245 Commenced fire on Japanese installations. 1255
Ceased fire. Fired 100 rounds of 5"/38 ammunition. 1320 Proceeded
to patrol! area. 1325 Major L. W. Wolf left the ship. 1340 Made prep-
arations for air raid. General Quarters., Commenced zlgzagging by
signal. 1400 Sighted 17 enemy bombers, 1402 Commenced fire on eneny
planes. 1410 Ceased fire having rired 59 rounds of 5"/38 cal. ammu-
nition. (455 Secured from General Quarters. Proceeded to patrol
area. 1520 Commenced patrolling.

16=20: Steaming as before. 1603 Lt, Col. L. B. Puller, USMC, came
aboard to act as liaison officer. Procesded to Pt. Cruz area for
shore bombardment., {1620 Commenced bombardment, 1630 Ceased Prire.
Fired 38 rounds of 5"/38 cal. ammunition., 1750 Steaming on var ious
courses to screen U.5.S. Alhena. 1810 Lt., Col. L, B, Puller left
ship. 1815 Darkened ship. 1831 Took station In A/S screen, 2,000
yards bearing 000 degrees relative from Alheng. 1912 Entered Lengo
Channel. Set course 090T & PGC. Set speed 11 knots (110 rpm).

PThe Second Battie of the Matanikau® (Official narrative)

"The time for landing the fst Bn,, 7th was set at 1300 and the
USS Ballard was assigned to support the landfIng. Orders were hastily
issued and the troops were hurriediy marched to the beach and em-
barked in landing craft. Major Otho L. Rogers was in command of the
land ing party; Captain Charles W. Kelly, Jr., second-in-command . . .

"As the boats put out from Kukum, a large bombing raid came over
and the Division CP sufrfered severe damage, which disrupted communi-
cations. The "Ballard" took evasive action to escape bombing, and
the landing was made without support.

"The boats hit the beach in two waves, the first landing at 1300,
and the second ten minutes /later. There was no opposition and the
companies quickly reorganized and commenced pushing infand in the
direction of a high grassy ridge, about 500 yards Ffrom the beach.
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(The Campaign for Guadalcanal by Jack Coggins)




"As the leading elements reached the top of this rigge, a knee
mortar shell! exploded near Ma jor Aogers and Captain Cox, killing
Rogers instantly and severely wounding Cox.

"Captain Kelly had no communication with either of these units
and had no way of knowing what was happening, except from the sound
of firing. The Japanese were working their way around the pattalion
on the ridge and were registering mortars on it.

"An SBD plane . . . Plew over and circled the position. Wwhite
undershirts were faid out, forming the word HELP, and it later devei-
oped that the plane was in radio contact with the Sth Marines.

"Lt. Col Puller, sensing that his battal ion would be isolated,
since the attack across the river was railing, proceeded to WKukum . .,
« o and boarded the USS Ballard, This destroyer steamed down the
coast accompanied by the flanding boats . . «

"Visual communication was quickly establ ished between the high
ridge and the destroyer. Sqgt. Robert D. Raysbrook sent and received
by semaphore flags while exposing himself to enemy fire,

7The battalion received a message from the destroyer to withdraw
to the beach, but advised that enemy forces were between them and the
beach, The ship then asked for fire directions.

®The destroyer was toid where fire could safely be laid, without
hitting the battalion, and she proceeded to blast a path for the with-
drawal, shelling the area between the beach and the ridge,

"The battalion finally succeeded in righting its way to the beach
and setting up a hasty defense thers,

"As the boats came in, the wounded were loaded aboard first and
then the other men were embarked. It was then late in the afternoon,
and by the time the troops returned to Kukum it was full darkness.

"Ouring this action the First Battal ion, 7th Regiment lost 18
killed and 25 wounded. It was only through the excellent Fight ing
spirit and ability of the men of this battal ion that it succeeded in
successfully withdrawing and escaping disaster. All the wounded men
were brought out, and no material was left to the anamy,.”

Samue! EI! iot Morison: :
"Colone! Puller, suspecting that his men ware in difficulties
boarded seaplane tender Balilard at Kukum and steamed right over to
Point Cruz that afternoon. When the beleaguered Mar ines sighted her,
Sergeant Raysbrook stood in full view of the enemy and armesignaled
their situation to the ship. Puller ordered them to move down to the
coast while Ballard covered their withdrawal with a naval barrage.”

Eric Hammel ;

"The Japanese noon air strike hit the Perimeter just as Roger!s
boats were embarking in the company of Ballard. The destroyer was
obl iged to sail into open waters to evade the strike, but the land ing
crart wore on westward to maintain their schedule.

"Puller boarded Baillard at Kukum within the hour and the destroy-
er-turned-tender hastily beat up the codst . . .

". « « Kelly replied that his force was cut off from the beach.
Ballard asked for fire directions, which Kelly relayed through Ser-
geant Raysbrook.

"u4hile Ballard found the range and chewed up the attackers below
the hill, Charlie Kelly ordered the D Company commander to lead the
way to the beach with a mixed force of riflemen and gunners . . .
Ballard's 5-inch guns fired into the coconut trees while leaving a
path to the beach clear for the Marines.”
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The cargo ship U.5.5. Alhena (AKk-26) was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine
at 2354 on September 29, 1942 while enroute Guadalcanal to Espiritu Santo,
escorted by the U.S.S. Monssen (DD-436)(Cdr. R. N. Smoot, USN). Five were
killed; twenty wounded. After driving off the sub the Monssen went along-,
side to remove the wounded and then took the ship in tow until{ relieved by
the fleet tug U.S5.5. Navajo (AT-64) about 36 hours later. The Alhena dis-
placed 7,151 tons and was 480 feet long. (Official U.S. Navy photograph.)







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAvY

WA SH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the GOLD STAR in |ieu of the third BRONZE STAR
MEDAL to

CAPTAIN ROLAND NESBIT SMOOT
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For meritorious achievement as Commanding Of-
ficer of the U.S5.S., MONSSEN, in action against ene-
my Japanese forces at Guadalcanal in September and
October 1942. £Engaged in escorting the U.S.S. AlL-
HENA with her vitally important cargo of supplies,
equipment and reinforcements for our forces, Cap-
tain (then Commander ) Smoot courageously defied the
threat of strong enemy surface forces and daily en-
emy high=-bombing attacks to insure the success of
of this hazardous mission. When the ALHENA was
torpedoed on September 30, he drove off the attack-
ing submarine, removed the wounded from the sinking
vessel and, by his expert shiphandl ing and seaman-
ship, contributed materially to the saving of the
ship. His courage, initiative and devotion to duty
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service.,”

Captain Smoot is authorized to wear the Combat "v"

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy

Typed from a draft citation approved on
1 October 1946 and on file at the Naval
Historical Center, Washington, D.C..
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
November, 1995
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Tinally we received a garbled message from the ALHENA
that she'd been hit, torpedoed, and that it was definitely
from a submarine.

The series of events that followed are not awfully im-
portant, but in the light of subsequent events and questions
that were later asked of me, I tried to analyze as closely as
I could whet I did and why I did it at the time.

The first thing I did was to head right back towards the
ALHLIA, and got as close as I could to her. I'm sure that my
idea there was to be sure that if she was going to blow or was
in any danger of having a fire, we could be in better position
to assist.

Seconily we weren't too far frorm reefs. The wind was in
such a direction that if she couldn't use her engines she was
going to driff and we were going to be in serious trouble. And

I would like to talke her in tow as soon as I could.

How those are the things that I remember. This is what
went through my mind. That's why I went back to her as fast
as I could.

Vie were alone with her this time, we'd left the other de-
stroyer at Guadalcanal. There wasn't another destroyer with me,
I was alone with her.

And I was quite severely ériticizcd for doing what I diq,
because my maln objective at that time should have been to 7o
after that submarine, if there was a sub. That should have been
the thing to do - £o éet her, get that submarine, and sink it.
Which I didn't ao. I took action to save our ovm ship, justi-

Tind or not. I digd.
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But I soon found out that the ALZENA was all right -
she had power, she could make a little heazdway, and there was
no fire. Her Captain signaled that all he wanted was to be
sure that he had air cover. And he asked me to get a message
off to the Task TForce Commander that he was in trouble and
wanted air support in case of a raid. And he wanted a tug to

come up ard tow her and get her in a safer location as soon
as possible. He would probably be a prime target for both
enemy air and submarine. Once the Japs have a cripple they
send off the word where the crippled one is so they can finish
her off.

" That was my main objective - to see if she could get

underway, then protect her, and then go after the submarine
if possible.

Of course it was probably too late then, I don't know
whether I ever would have gotten her anyway to start with.
However that's not the right thing to say, because I might have
been able to destroy that submarine, if there was one. As I
say, if I had it would have been fine. Nevertheless my main’
concern was with the ALFENA.

It ended up that we finally took that ship in tow, because
it took alﬁost thirty-six hours-to get a tug up there, ané some
more of our destroyers to help screen the ship because I coulén't
defend her agzinst anything. We just had the luck of the gods
with us, because the Japanese cecideé not to follow up on that,

and they never aid send in anythingz else after her.
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Vie 7ot the ALHENA back with no further incident. The
only significant part of it ~ they made a great todo out of
it because the matter of war and the matter of principle was
involved there. DPerhaps I should have gone after the submarine

immediately, I don't know.

Q: The citation for which you received the third Bronze Star
Iled2l says that you drove off the attacking submarine and re-

moved the wounded and contributed to the saving of the ship.

Smoot: I did remove some of the wounded. And I did contri-
bute to saving the ship, because I took her in tow. I sent
my machinist over there, who helped the people with some mater-
ial that I had that they didn't have - welding equipment and
whatnot that would help them. I did all that, true.

Did I drive off the submarine? Not consciously, I drove
her off because I was there and because I dashed back just as
fast as I could and circled the ALHENA.

It could be that the submarine, if there was one, just
took flight. He didn't meke a second follow-up attack. He
had z cripple that he might have sunk with a follow-up attack,
but he didn't. I never saw him, Inever got a ping on him, I
never located him. He never came back. And I got the ALHENA
back safely.

They can word the citation any way they want. The facts
remain that I didn't consciously drive off any submarine. I

went bacle to protect the ALIIENA, that's what I did.
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I went back just as fast as I could, I circled her fast.
And it's probably that action that sent the submarine skyhoot-

ing somewhere over the horizon to get out of the way.
Q: VWhat's that word "skyhooting" that you're using?

Smoot: That's an old western cowboy word. You hoot along

towards the skyline, chasing cattle.

Q: Do you recall any other incidents in connection with your
duty down in Guadalcanal? Were you at that time pretty much
through with the duty down there?

Smoot: That just aﬁout did it, as far as I was concerned.
Time is vegue down there.

I was getting pretty sick at this time, in pretty bad
shape. I finally had to be carried off the ship. The doctors
knew it. I had hemorrhoids so badly that I couldn't sit down
or do anything.

Somewvhere along this time,. ter the ALHENA incident,
we had a couple of more cruises up there, none incidental,
nothing happened. One was a large convoy we took up, there
was nothing about that.

Then finally the LONSSEN was given a little rest and rec-
reaction period down at the French island south of there - I

forget what it was called.
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It was dovm there that my Executive 0fficer went to the
Task Force Commander and ftold him that he thought I was suffi-
ciently bad physically that the medical authorities ought to
take a look at me. Halsey was down there at the time, and
Halsey's doctor czrne over. And I got off that ship that night.
They flew me home and I was in the hospital. I had lost
over'thirty pouhﬁs, I was down to skin and bones, had no appetite.
They were right, I should have left. But this was my ship,

I had commissioned it. This was the only war the HNavy had ever
been in, as far as I was concerned, and I wanted to see it through.
But there comes a time when you're more harm to yourself
and your crew than you are good. I think that was rapidly ep-
proaching with me. And if the Exec hadn‘'t done it, I'm afraid
I would have had to because I don't know whether I could have

nade another tour or not.

Q: Did you resent his going to the doctor?
Smoot: HNo, I didn't. He did it on his own. He was a fine
young fellow, and I took it that he had only my best interest
at heart, and perhaps the ship's best intercst too. And he was
probably right.
I{ turned out tiat he got Cormand of the ship by accident.

The new skipper that had been ordercd to it to relieve me wes
¥illeé in z2n airplane crash on the way out there. So they didn't

order another one. And he took command and took it into the

biy battle when the ship was lost in November at Guadalcanzl.
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Iieanwhile I went baci to the hospital. I was in the hos-
pital about three months. They sent me all the way back to
San Diego. liy blood pressure was bad, I was in very bad shape.

It tooik alnost a year to come back.

Q: Was that one of the reasons why your next shore duty was

in San Diego?

Smoot: Yes, that and propinguity. It was there, it was

convenient.
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Editor's Note:
These six pages are an excerpt from a transcript of Admiral
Smoot!s oral history recorded by the U.S. Naval Institute,
Annapclis, Marytland, in 1970,
E. A, Wilde, Jr.
December, 1995






U.S.S. LCN3SZH
+ ¢/o Postmaster San Francisco,

California.
S-D-C R#E-T 12 lNovember 1942
Fron: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. LONSSER.
To : The Commander-in-Chief, Picific Fleek.
Via : The Commander Task Group 67.4.
Subject: U.5.5. EOuNSSEYN, Anti-aircraft action report.

Reference: U.S.N.R., 1920, Arts. 712, 784(s).

1. U.S5.5. MONSSEN as a unit of Task Grounp 67.4 (Rear
Admiral Callaghan) was patrolling the extreme western sector of
an anti-submarine screen of radius 6,000 yards around Task Group
67.1 unloading at Lunga Point, Guadalcanal when word was received
that an air attack was imminent.

2. General Quarters was immediately sounded at 1318 and
MONSSEN closed TG 67.1 to 1,000 yards as had been previously order-
ed. At about 1840 TG 67.1 got underway and proceeded on base
course 3400 T, TG 67.4 formed a circular screen about IB 67.) at
a radius of about 1200 to 1500 yards from center of formation.

At 1407, 23 Japanese twin engine torpedo bombers appeared over the
middle eastern section of Florida Island at a low altitude. These
enemy vplanes were instantly recognized and tracked as they approach-
ed the formation.

e At 1412 the MONSSZ main battery, followed shortly by
the 20 1! battery opened fire on aircrart targets of opuortunlty.
One attacking plane each was shot down in flames by the main and
20 11 batteries.

4, Of the 23 planes attacking, 21 were shot down by anti-
aircraft fire. No hits or casualtiies were observed on any ship of
the formation. XCMNSSEN received no personnel casualties and only
material casualty resulting was the burning out and rupture of an
0il filled transformer in the FD Radar. This casualty was reported
to Immediate Superior in Command.

5. 1LO0NSSEN picked up no prisoners or survivors and sal-~
vaged no material following this engagement.

6. At abou® 1500, TG 67.1 returned to anchorage and
LIONSSEN resumed her positiorn in anti-submarine screen.
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In 1941 the 20-mm QOer! ikon air-cocled machine gun began to replace the ,50-cal,
water-cooled machine gun as the Navy's standard | ight antiaircraft weapon. (It
was also called a machine cannon, because it fired explosive shells.) This er=~
ly Mark 4 version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two loaders.
When fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, fintroduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data., The Oerlikon had an effective range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (Official USN photo.)
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DECLASSIFIED

18 November 1942

Erom: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. MONSSEN.

To The Commander-in Chief, Pacific Fleet.

Via : The Commander, Task Group 67.4.

Sub ject: Eéiés. MONSSEN, Report of battle of November 13,

Reference: (a) U.S.N.R., 1920, Arts. 712 and 874(6).
(b) Repcrt of casualties and survivors of U.S.8.
IiONSSEN, dated November 14, 1942,

1. At about 1830 Love, November 12, 1942, LONSSEN took
assigned p051t10n in battle formatlon of Task Group 67.4, Order
of ships in column were as follows: CUSHING, LAFFEY, STERETT,
O'BANNOIT, ATLANTA, SAN FRANCISCO (CTG 67.4 Rear Admlral Callaghan)
PORTLAND, HELENA, JUNEAU, AARON WARD, BARTOK, lOKSSEN, FLETCHER.
ThlS/formatlon proceeded East througn Sealark Channel screening
ghe ‘retirement of Task Group 67.1 from Cpctus area through Lémgo

bannel.

2. Formation made = sweep of Indespensible Straits and
returned to Cactus area via Lengo Channelarriving at a point about
three miles North of Kukum at about 0150 Love. At this time
course was changed by column movement to 2800 T, speed 15 knots.
Snortly thereafter radar contact with two unidentified vessels
was reported bearing 3100 T, distant 30,000 yards. Course was
again changed by column movement to 3100 T and speed to 18 knots.
Column leader was approximately 6,000 yards dahead of HONSSEN.

At about 0200 Radar Contact with three vessels was reported as
bearing 3120 T, distant 23,000 yards, course 105° T, speed 20

knots. LONSSEN FD radar was out of commission as a result of a
burned out transformer during an aftemoon anti-airecraft action

and had been so reported. No contacts were made by usually reliable
SC radar. All contact information was received via voilece radio.

All hands were at their battle stations and alert, torpedoes

were primed and depth charzes were set on "safe". liaterial con-
dition Afiyrm was set throuohout the ship. Weather was calm but
overcast with visibility to North and West estimated at 2,000 to

3,000 yards.

3 Upon receipt of radar contact bearing 312°T for-
mation course was changed by column movement to 000° T. This is
estimated to have been about 0200.

4, At about 0212 and just after MONSSEN had turned to
course 000° T gunfire was observed on port bow at a range of
about 10,000 yards. It appeared that head of own column was
engaged to port. A few minutes previously a “-TBS report had
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been received that some enemy units had been observed crossing

the head of the column from port to starboard. All torpedoes had
been primed and tubes were ordered trained out to starboard and
the Torpedo Officer was ordered to fife on any good enemy target
to starboard giving preference to Capital ships if any should

be sighted. At about 0215 at least one enemy torpedo was seen

to pass under the after conning station, probably from starboard.
No explosion of this torpedo was observed. At about the same time
a large target was observed by the Torpedo Officer about 30° for-
ward of the starboard beam. It appeared to be a battleship or
large cruiser and appeared to be making 1ittle or no way, target
angle about 320° range about 4,000 yards. A 20 M gunner on the
Torward battery claimed to have seen a fair silhouette and later
promptly and definitely identiflied it in the boock of Japanese
silhouettes as a battleship of the Knngo class. At about 0216

all five torpedoes in tube No. 2 were fired at this target singly,
by precussion, using target speed zero, torpedo speed intermediate,
average depth setting 10 feet with 239 gyro spread. The above
mentioned 20 KM gunner reported two aits on this target between
forward superstructure and mainmast. Several other survivors re-
ported two heavy underwater explosions on this target. These hits
were observed at about 3 minutes after the torpedoes were launched.

O. A few seconds before the above two hits were observed,
another target was observed broad on the starvoard beam and was
believed to be a cruiser or destroyer, more likely the latter.

It apoeared to be making no speed relative to the previous target
so another spread of 5 torpedoes were fired singly, by electricity
from the forwiard tube using the same set up and torpedo speed and
depth setting as was used on the previous target. This was about
0219. The range was again estimated at 4,000 yards. Before the
last 5 torpedoes could reach the target, the 5" battery opened
fire to port and no definite observations were made. The Chief
Torpedoman, who is missing in action, told a surviving torpedo
striker at the time, that he thought that there was a possible hit
resulting from the second spread. During this period in which all
torpedoes were fired, MONSSEN was not under fire but had been ill-

urinated by star shells from port.

8. At about 0220 one of our own destroyers was observed
about 30° on port bow being heavily hit by en enemy cruiger or
destroyer at close range. Hange to enemyovessel was estimated
to be about 6,000 yards, tafget angle 530° or 1500. The 5" battery
was ordered to open fire on this target and all four.guns_beggn
firing in salvo, director controlled. There was no illumination
at this time but several hits are believed to have been scored on
this target. The target vessel ceased firing and MONSSZN ceased
fire. This action is believed to have lasted 30-45 seconds.

LIONSSEIT was still undamaged.






7. Alnost immediately star shells began bursting above
and slightly ahead. These appeared to be coming from port quarter.
Sourse was changed with full rudder at full speed to about 04LOOT.
Duriong ools maneuver and at about 0221 a destroyer was sighted
close aboard to starboard, range about 500 to 1000 yards on course
about 1509 T end eltiaer stopped or making very slow speed. All
starboard 20 mm guns.{five; opened fire on thls target ana sprayed
her entire upper works with 800 to 1000 rounds. Gun #4 seeing this
target opened Tire and expended about 5 or & rounds at point blank
range, local control. None of this fire was returned by this enemy
vessel. It was definitely described as being a destroyer with low
superstructure and aaving two stacks, cacn having two wihite bands
near the top of each stack. Still LIONSSZK aad not been his.

g. Alrost immediately after tihis action or at about
0223 nCHSSHEI was agalin illuwminated by star shells from port. Thinking
that gtars from port were from a friendly vessel, recogrition ligats
were Tlashed. Tmsediately ZIONSSEW was illuminated by two search-
lights from starboard beam, lights being estizated to be 24" and
range about 250C yards. Starboard 20 mm battvery imsediately opened
fire on both searchlignts. At this instant LIOLIISSEIT began to be hit
by medium caliber shells frox starboard. Ho. 1 gun shield was it
almnost immediately killing the gun crew. Two torpedoes were observed
approsciing close on starboard bow, perpendicular to ovn track and
running on tae surface, Hard rigit rudder was used and course
chanzed about 50°. Flank speed was ordered but could not be answered
because forward steam line 2ad veen hit in No. 1 fireroom ang
throttle manifoldé in after éngineroom had been ruptured., 4t this
gsane time two torpedoes were observed by torpedomen aft to pass under
tne LONSSEN but did not explode. Torpedoes on bow passed close ahead.

9. The remwaining 5" guns opened fire on the afvermost
gsearchlizht and it was soon extinguisihed. MNuimerous hits are be-
lieved 50 nave been made on this target. Tals opinion was concurred
in by the Commanding O0fficer of the SHal/, wao ovserved wiat ne be-
lieves to have been this engagenment. A Tew shells from port were
nitting and many 2its were being received from starboard. There
appeared to be some large caliber firing from the starboard bow but
the type of vessel firing was not determined. One eariy hit was
received in CPO quariers woich started a fire in Ho. 2 hendling
room, putting that gun out of action. Shortly thereafter the briadge
and director were nit and local control was ordered for the two
remaining after guns. From tals doint on aits were too nunmerous woO
account Tor in order. Guns Ijo. 3 and 4 continued to fire to star-~
board until a snell exploded in the crews head and killed tae iio. 3
hanéling room crew and Hutting the training recnanism out of
caurission. Gun Ho. 4 contirued to fire a few more single snots,
local control until train control was lost.






was
10, Steering control power/being taken rrom the after
board until that board was hit. Lt was then shifted to the for-
ward board. This was also hit shortly thereafter and control was
shifted to hand pump. J/hen the after steering station was abandoned
the rudéder was 26° rignt.. :

11. At about 0240 the general conditions prevailing were
as Tollows:

All torpedoes fired.

All 5" guns and director out of commission.

All 20 Bl guns or crews out of comuission.

All Desth Charges set on gafe.

Entire officer's country, main radio, Captain's and
Executive Officer's cabins and level above burning fiercely. Tais
vas later fed by FPyrotechniesand 20 Kl ammunition in forward
clipping room. S

There were many hits on bridge and superstructure and main
deck as far aft as Gun No. 3.

There was no power on the ship, both enginerocms and Tire-
rooms nhad been holed. There was no pressure on the firemain or
flooding systems. The small gasoline handy billy was out of
commnission, the cranik case haviig been holed., There was no tele-~
phone comumunication from the bridge.

The proxinzity of other enemy ships was not kmown.
Dotil battle dressing stations nad received direct aits.
10852 was ordered abandoned abt approxzimately 0240,

1z, By testimony of all survivors it appears that
MOITS3EN received the following aits:

1l major cal. at sibd water line 3 Teet ait o sten.
1 major cal.in stbd bow above water line at Gun i#

Tnese two apparently passed tarouzh without explodiag.
mediun cal. Trom port on tos of Lo. 1 gun shield ikilling gun
crew.

2 meaiun cal, from port in CPO Quarters starting fires in FHo. 1

handling rooia.

medium cal. from port in after wess compartzent.

1 mediwi cal. from port tarocugh ilo, 2 gun snield but 4did not
burst.

5 or .ore mediun cal. from port and stbd on bridgze and director.

L major cal. in viecinity of Cavtaints cabin, starting nuge fires
in viecinity of wain radio. This svread quicily upwardé through
sunerstructure.

|,_l

|~

Iy A






10 or more medium cal. from stbd in vicinity of plot and

galley above water line.

1l medium cal. from port near laundry.

4 medium cal. from port in HNo. 1 Fireroom.

3 medium cal., 2 froz sthd, )l from port in Forward EZnginercom.

1 nediwa cal. Troa port im rfo. 2 ‘uptake.

2 mediun cal. from stbd in After Enginerocom. The second of
tihese struck the tarottle manifold ruvturing it.

Unknovn nunber medium cal. in vieinity of after stack and
torpec.o tubes.

1 imediun cal. exploded in crews wash room (after battle
dressing stavion} killing many perscnnel in o. 3 handling
room.

1l medium cal. from port near arfter depth charge projector
killing or wounding many men about to avandon shipn.

1 nedium cal. on after deck aouse just ait of search light.

!l3. Inasmuch as mnost engineers are missing very little

information is known concerning engineering material casualties.

It is inonw that the after board was hit early in the action and

attendts to put it bacik in operation caused an electrical fire at the

boaré. It aprears that tie major damage to the ship was done by
mediun callber hits and fron fires thav rssulted. Tiere were very

Tew mexmbers of the crew wiho were not strucic by shravnel. The salyps

oze boat was blown off and so bpadly noled by sorapdnel thaat it soon

sank. All rafts seen to 2ave been it by sarapnel and at least four
formiaré rarts were blown clear of tiae siilp. Rations and aedical
supvlies on several raits were strucik and ruined after leakage of

sea water., The fiber float life net alone seens to have been undaaaged.

All rarts, life nets and .sany powder cans were used to float

survivors, particularly wounded.

14. #iring had ceased about 5 minutes after orders to
abandon salp were given. ILt.{jg] George 3. Zamn, U3NR, First
Lieut., was uninjured and he with a1l able bodied men on the nain
decik carried on heroically in attenpts to give emerzency first aid
to the wounded and to launcih life rafts and eupty powlder cans to
whicn tie wounded were secured. Tiais group, without tnougat of
safety for themselves searciied tae silp as thoroughly as conditious
of fire and damege would perizit to make certain tnat 211 living were
ot ofT the saip. ILt.{jg) Hamm left the ship only after he nad been
persuaded by his men that e could do no zore good on board and
that the fires would uncoubtedly reach the magazines belore long.
The Comuanding Cfiicer and all bricége survivors were trapped on tne
bridge. 'he inside passage was all aflase and the oubtside ladder
wes siot away. Several tried juuping to the supersiructure deci or
torpedo deck. Four men survived in this nanner. 1wo ofirlcers,
followved at about 0300 by tae Joaxanding Officer, jumped froz tae
bridse razil to tne water., <C(ne oI tuiese oificers is pelieved to
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have struck the boat davit on the way down. Xe, Ens. H.W. Kittredze,
USHR, died later in the water as a result of injuries bvelieved io nave
been received in his Tall. ¥ns. R.W. Lassen, Ustx, Torpedo Officer
with a serious shrapnel wound in one leg suffered no additional
injuries from his leap. The Commanding Officer only sligntly

wounded by sarepnel received hroxen bones in boti shoulders as a
result of nls jump. ALl reacked rafts. Ens. Hittredze diseppeured
during the unizht.

15. This report has been written entirely from ZLeuory
and from testimony of survivors, all records and »apers having been
destroyed with the ship. Coanfidentiasl nuollcatloﬁs and codes were
made up with heavy weights attached and the codinz machine was cast
loose ready for destruction but since the entire area in wiaich tiais
@waterial was located was a blazing inferno, there wes no opnor tunity
to reach it. It is not believed that any of it could have survived
the fire and the depth of water which the ship rests .mlkes any possible
salvage and coxpromise almostv impossible. Apsroxiiately 403 of
officérs and nen survived and a coaplete report, reference (b) has
been forwarded under seserate cover.

16. It is believed :0iiSSZ was engaged by two =2nd possibly
three destroysrs and one cruiser or battleship wio inTlicted the
danaged descrived above., It 1s tne opinion of the Comeanding
Officer thnat IOV3SHEN inflicted damamge to tie eneuy as Tollows:

Two torpedGo hits amidaships on 10HG0 elass battlesihip.
One possitle torpedo nit on a cruiser or large destroyer.
Several 5" hits on one cruiser or destroyer to >ort.
Liany 20 I4l and 3 or 4 5% hits on a destroyer at close range
to stbd. Tiails destroyer ked two stacius wito two waite bands on each
stacit.

Nwiferous 20 i and several 5 aits on a large destroyer to
Sthd at about 2CC0 to 2500 yards range.

The Guniery 0fficer and control party are 41551né in action
and twhe above statements are made Trom scaaty inforiscion now
availsble,

17. Afver daylipgnt LIOMHS3ZILT tiouzi burning fros rorvard
buliciiead of ZPC Quarters to Torpedo Vorxsiaop was svlll afloat., 4t tris
time Storey, S.0., BEEC, Spurgeon, L.F., GuZc an¢ Zughes J.G., Flc,
returned to tihe saip and found eignt iore :len alive. Thnese tuney put
on taeir raft. TFive of these eight lived after reacaing siore.

The presezce of tie mind of taese men, tie utter disregard rfor own
safety in the possibility of rescuing adcéitonal snipuates is iost
comuaendable. Tae actions of Storey, ¢.C., BliZc are reported to qave
been cels, deternined and in wany cases far veyond the call of dtuy

o






but in accordance with the highest traditions of the Haval service.
4 subpliementary revort in the case of Storey will be submitied when
mere detalls are available. At about 00 .more heavy Tires were
seen to break out and during the late forencon or early afterncon
MONSSEN blew up and sunk at approximately Iatitude 09-04-~30 South,
Longitude 159-54 ZEast in about 500 fathoms of weater.,

18, All survivors repcrted in reference (a) were picxed
up by landing boats at about 0800 love, Wovember 13th and put ashore
at Guadalcanal about at 09320 where they were encamped or nospitalized.
Seven critically wounded enlisted men died and were buried in tioe
First lMarine Division Cemetery at Guadalcanal. The moral of all
survivors is high and they are most anxious to stay together. It is
felt that the efficiency of the fleet and the moral of the men could
best be served if the survivors oI the MOFS3EIT, who prior to tanis
action claimed the definite destruction of seven aircraft and four
submarines, could be used as the nucleus crew for a new ship.

19. The Executive O0fficer is missing in action and no
supplementary report will be avallable. It is bpelieved that tals
report covers all theessential facts that are available.

4

;1as. I, LJ.C O:..DS.

Copy to:
ConSoPac
ConiDesPac

—~f -






Ui

Ale=-3/(90) SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE

OF THE UNITED STATES PACIPIC FLEET

%éﬁﬁﬁ%%g Eﬁ_ READQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER

Hlﬁ HAun ,,,, SECOND ENDORSEINENT on -
CO HONSSEN Secret Ltr. FEB 5 1943
of November 16, 1942.
From: The Commander South Pacific Area and
South Pacific Force,
To The Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: TU.S.S. LON3SSEN, Report of battle of November 13,
1942
1. Forwarded.
2. This report gives a vivid picture of an outstanding

performance which is in no way discredited by the loss of the
MONSSEN. Only after the vessel had been completely immobilized
in all departments was the order given to abandon ship.

3. Failure of the SC radar to produce results may indic-
ate danmage resulting from the previous anti-aircraft firing.

4, The report in its present phrasing has a great

potential morale value, and substantial extracts might well be
given to the press in addition to wide distribution within the

armed forces.
W\\éﬂﬂx
W. F. HALS

Copy to:
Comdesdiv liine






U.S5.5. Monssen (DD-436)
The Naval Battle or Guadalcanal, 12-15 November 192

Interview of the Monssen's Command ing Off icer,
Lieutenant Commander Charles E. McCombs, (/SN*

In the action in which the first Monssen went down, she was en-
gaged in thirty minutes of gruelling broadside fire in the darkness of
early morning, and accounted for severe damage to one Japanese battle-
ship, two destroyers, and two ships identified as cruisers or large
destroyers. Several of these vessels, including the battleship, were
later reported as sunk.

Nicknamed the "Little Swede” by her crew, she did not go down un-
til her torpedoes were gone, her guns had been silenced, and her decks
were ablaze from the fire of a superior number of ships.

The story of the Monssen is told by her command ing officer, Lt.
Comdr. Charles &. McCombs, USN. McCombs stayed aboard his ship until
trapped by fire on the superstructure and forced to Jjump from the
bridge rail through the darkness into the water below. He was in the
water for some time before he realized he had broken bones in both
shoulders and received several shrapnel wounds.

"The battle had just started when we observed the silhoustte of
an enemy battl/eship," McCombs said. "It was a rough Pree-for-all.,

One of the other commanding officers aptly described it as a 'barroon

braw! after the Ilights had been shot out.! Within a few seconds we

saw one of our destroyers or cruisers being fired upon by an enemy
cruiser or battleship. We opened our guns on the new target, and
within 30 or 45 seconds the enemy vessel had ceased firing, We ma-
neuvered to keep rrom being illuminated by star shells., An enemy
destroyer appeared close by, and we sprayed the aentire superstructure
with point=blank fire. It was punishing. No shots were returned,

and the 'Little Swede! still had not been hit. Two search!ights sud-

denly beamed on us, and we fired at thenm.

"Soon the Monssen began to take hits by medium cal iber shells.
Lookouts reported several torpedoes heading at us. We maneuvered
quickly, and two passed close to our bow. Two others passed directly
under usl! It was a narrow escape. Our remaining guns fired on the
second searchi ight and made numerous hits on the ship. We were being
shot at from both sides by large and small vessels., Many of the
shells were of farge caliber. Fires were started and hits became too
numerous to account for., Able hands continued to man guns until, one
by one, each weapon was crippled. With the ship defenseless, stopped,
and much of it aflame, I gave the order to abandon. Lt. George S,
Hamm, USNR, of Charlottesville, Va., organized a party of uninjured
men to aid the wounded. They worked heroically without thought of
personal safety. They searched the ship Por wounded thoroughly before
leaving. Wwhile we were floating around we were 'entertained' by the
brilliant fireworks of exploding ammunition on numerous burning ships.
A few were our own; many were Japanese."

McCombs managed to stay arffoat until he, with other survivors,
had been rescued shortly before dawn.

The ship is included among the ships to which the Iron Bottom Bay
plaque is dedicated.

* This interview is on file at the Ships! Histories Branch/Naval His~
torical Center/Washington Navy Yard, but the interviewer is not
ident ified, and it is not dated. The reference to the Iron Bottom
Bay plaque, dedicated in April, 1944, indijcates that the interview
was probably recorded several years after the Monssen was lost.






U.S.5. Monssen (DD-u436)

Exceret from United States Destroyer Operat ions
in World War II, by Theodore Roscoe,*

Loss of U.S.S. MONSSEN

Destroyer Monssen (Lieutenant Commander C. E.
McCombs) had been next to last ship in the Amer-
ican column. She was directly astern of the BArTON
when that destroyer, first to go down in the pellmell
battle, was fatally torpedoed.

Searchlights were blazing, shells were crashing, and
BarTON was going down before Monssen could grasp
the situation. To make matters worse, if that were
possible, MonsseN's fire-control radar had been dam-
aged during the previous day's air attack; she had to
depend on vision and radio data for fire-control.

Then BARTON was torpedoed, and MonNsseN herself
was under fire. A torpedo wake whisked through the
water and passed under her keel. Maneuvering at
high speed to evade, McCombs sent his ship racing
ahead. Tragically enough, she plowed through a drift
of flotsam from BarTton, killing unseen swimmers.
Everywhere the darkness was exploding, and the
flashes of fire and livid shell bursts created a kaleido-
scopic play of glare and shadow that frustrated the
lookouts.

But Hier's silhouette was now plainly in view on
Monssen's bow, about 4,000 yards to starboard. Mc-
Combs swung the destroyer, and five torpedoes were
fired at the looming battlewagon. Another spread of

' five was launched at a target on MOoNsSEN’s beam.
Simultaneously her gunners were hurling 5-inch
salvos at enemy ships dimly seen to port, and her 20
mm. batteries were flailing at a destroyer no more
than a quarter mile distant to starboard.

Suddenly a swarm of starshells burst over MonssEN,
bathing her with brilliant light. Believing they had
been fired by a friendly vessel which had fallen out
of column, Commander McCombs flashed MONSsEN’s
recognition signals. Instantly a pair of searchlights
fastened upon the destroyer, Within a matter of sec-
onds she was reeling under a torrent of Japanese
shells. A spread of torpedoes raced at her. The tor-
pedoes missed, but the shells slammed home with
deadly accuracy.

The destroyer’s deck was torn up and her bridge
was torn down. Shells crashed into her firerooms and
enginetooms. They wrecked her power lines and
demolished her pumps. In the hurricane of explo-
sions, 5-inchers were blown from their mountings,

* Annapolis: United States Naval Institute, 1953,



machine-guns were flung over the stacks, torpedo bat-
teries were shattered, and depth charges were sent
fiying like bean cans. Altogether some 37 shells, at
least three of them major caliber, struck the destroyer.
When the firing subsided she was a total wreck, en-
veloped in searing flames.

The ship was abandoned at 0220. Trapped on the
mangled bridge, the Commanding Officer and others
of the conning party were compelled to leap overside
from the rail. All were seriously injured.

Fighting their way out of the wreckage topside and
the hell below, other officers and bluejackets escaped.
But all too few survived this shipslaughter. At least
130 of her aew perished in the MonssEn,

Like CusHInG to the west of her, MonsseN, a burn-
ing hulk, remained afloat. Clinging to life rafts and
debris, the survivors in the water watched the flames
chew their way through the abandoned ship. Then
someone heard a cry for help. There were living men
in that fiery ruint

The cry reached across the water like an appealing
hand. And it was grasped by a Bos'n's Mate and two
seamen who contrived to put their raft alongside the
ship at daylight. By that time the vessel was a crema.
torium. Any moment it might burst like a detonated
mine, or make a sudden plunge under the water
which boiled and steamed around its blistered hull
But men were trapped in the interior of that furnace.
And C. C. Storey, Boatswain’s Mate Second, and L. F,
Spurgeon, Gunner's Mate Second, and J. G. Hughes,
Fireman First, boarded the death-ship to get them.

Storey, Spurgeon, and Hughes—the Navy would
remember their names, Would remember how they
scaled the side of that oven-hot ship; how they
clawed into the wreckage, and disappeared in a gulf
of smoke. And how, after a wait that seemed beyond
hope, they emerged from the gulf, bringing with them
eight men—eight wounded shipmates who had been
fastened in a compartment down below. No finer *
action was performed in the crucible of Savo Sound.

The wounded men and their valiant rescuers got
away with little time to spare. About noon of that
day the Monssen blew up and sank.

* Joe Hughes has advised me that the men he helped to
rescue were found in various locations throughout the
ship; pot in one compartment.

E. A, Wilde
July 24, 1995
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL to

CECIL HOWARD, CARPENTERS MATE FIRST CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For heroism in rescuing and defending an in-
jured shipmate who had been forced to abandon his
ship as a result of enemy action at close quarters
off Guadalcanal during the night of 12-13 November
1942, Under circumstances of great personal dan-
ger from attacking sharks and underwater detona-
tions and with complete disregard for his own safe-
ty although severely wounded, he located, supported,
defended and administered first aid to a seriously
injured shipmate and thereafter sustained him until
rescued. His heroic conduct performed in the face
of great danger was in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.

For the President,

(Frank Knox)

Secretary of the Navy

This citation was proposed in 1945 by Comdr. C.
£. McCombs, USN, when he recommended that Cecil
Howard be awarded a medal for his heroism. The
award was made by the Commander South Pacific
Area and Force with a letter dated 25 OCT 1945,
(Typed in August, 1995, by E. A. Wilde, Jr..)






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CLYDE C. STOREY, BOATSWAIN!'S MATE SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITAT ION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as
Gun Captain of No. 3 qun aboard the U.S.S. MONSSEN
during action against enemy Japanese naval forces
off Guadalcanal on the night of November 13, 1542,
While his ship was under tremendous bombardment,
STOREY, maintaining strict discipline with his qun
crew, kept up accurate and effective fire until a
direct hit near the handl! ing room put his gun out
of action, Turning to first aid thereafter, he
located and treated wounded personnel and, during
abandonment of the vessel, directed their transfer
to rafts and floats alongside. After dayl ight,
with two volunteers, he returned aboard the MONSSEN
while it was still burning fiercely, discovered
eight injured shipmates who were still alive, ren-
dered first aid, and evacuated them on his own
raft. His heroic conduct, maintained above and
beyand the call of duty, was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service.”

For the President,

(Frank Knox )

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a copy of the original citation

courtesy of Clydels son, Howard C., Storey.
£, A, Wilde, Jr,
August, 1995






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL to

JOE G. HUGHES, FIREMAN FIRST CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For heroic conduct aboard the U,S.5. MONSSEN
following act ion against enemy Japanese naval forces
off Guadalcanal on the night of November 13, 1542,
After his ship had been severely damaged by hostile
bombardment and abandoned, HUGHES, along with two
others, returned aboard the fiercely burning vessel
the following morning and assisted in the location
and evacuation of eight wounded shipmates who were
still alive. His courageous spirit of self-sacri-
fice, maintained at great risk in the face of grave
danger, was in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Service.”

For the President,

(Frank Knox)

Secretary of the Navy

Retyped from the original
on February 15, 1995 by
Cdr. £. A. Wilde, USNR (Ret.)






U.S.5. Monssen (DD-436)

Drart Citations For Additional Medals Awarded:'

LIEUTENANT GEORGE S, HAMM, USNR
SILVER STAR MEDAL

CITAT ION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while
serving on board a ship which was badly damaged durlng the en-
gagement with Japanese naval rforces near Guadalcanal Island on
the night of November 12, 1942. Fearlessly and with dogged de-
terminat ion under withering shellfire, Lieutenant HAMM super-
vised fire-fighting activities, which succeeded in putting out
numerous small fires before they developed into serious confla-
grat ions, though only hand fire extinguishers were used. When
ordered to abandon ship, he paid no thought to his own safety,
but sought out and administered first aid to all survivors,
whose evacuat ion by improvised rafts he directed. Not until
persuaded by his shipmates that all survivors had been evacua-
ted and that the ship was in danger of an immediate explosion
did he feave. His courageous conduct was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the Naval Service.”

* N X N X N N N kK

LIEUTENANT JUNIOR GRADE ROBERT W. LASSEN, USNR
SILVER STAR MEDAL
CITAT ION:

"As torpedo officer, he was given complete discretion in
the choice of targets at which to fire torpedoes. Despite nu-
merous gun actions in the vicinity and without the aid of illu-
mination, Ensign LASSEN maintained excellent fire discipline of
his battery and by undivided attention was able to sight an en-
emy capital ship, later identified as a battleship, and fired
five torpedoes, scoring two hits amidships and later sighting
another target believed to have been a cruiser or large des-
troyer, and scoring a possible hit on this target. After being
driven from his station by gunfire, he immediately returned to
that station in an attempt to aid his wounded shipmates. It
was during this attempt that he was severely wounded by flying
shrapnel. His cool determined maintenance of discipline and
accurate fire are believed to have been highly contributory to
the sinking of one or more enemy combatant ships.

* N N N N K N N N X
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LEQ FRANCIS SPURGEON, GUNNER'S MATE SECOND CLASS, USN
NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL
CITATION:

NSPURGEON and HUGHES with utter disregard for their own
safety accompanied STOREY, C.C., BM2c, USN, to the MONSSEN af-
tor dayl ight and assisted in the location and evacuation of
eight (8) wounded shipmates of whom five (5) are still living.
The action of these men in returning to a blazing ship after
they themselves had safely escaped, is considered to have been
in accordance with the highest traditions of the Naval Service.”

¥ N N N N N N N N N

FRED WALLACE DAVIS, SIGNALMAN SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

LETTER OF COMMENDATION (with RIBBON)
CITATION:

"For meritorious conduct in action while serving on board
a ship which was badly damaged during the engagement with Japa-
nese naval forces near Guadalcanal Island on the night of Novem-
ber 12, 1942, As a result of a severe wound, DAVIS was ren-
dered unconscious for a period of time. Upon regaining con-
sciousness, he made a careful inspection of the bridge, pilot-
house and adjoining spaces, in a gallant effort to search out
wounded shipmates in order to render assistance to them. Only
after completing this mission did he leave the ship as ordered.
His conduct was in keeping with the highest traditions of the
Naval Service.

¥ N N N N N N N K X

1 Source: An index card file at Operational Archives, Naval
Historical Center, Washington Navy Yard. These draft cita-
tions may have been reworded when they were formally issued.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
May, 2000






E. Andrew wilde, Jr.
10 August 1954

The Naval Battle of Guadalcanal
12-15 November 1942

Vice Admiral Edward N. "Butch” Parker's story2 of the five
weeks in the life of the U.S.S. Cushing (DD-376) when he com-
manded that ship in the fall of 1942 jncludes three congratula-
tory messages sent to all the participants in this battle. Un-
fortunately, those who most deserved the high praise and expres-
sions of gratitude - the wounded survivors and those who died -
never saw them,

From Commanding General !st Marine Division (General! Alex-
ander A. Vandegrift):

"THE MARINES ON CACTUS (code name for Guadalcanal ) LIFT
THE IR BATTERED HELMETS IN DEEPEST ADMIRATION."

¥ % % & 4% & X N % N ¥

From Commander South Pacific Force (Admiral William F.
Halsey):

"TO THE SUPERB OFFICERS AND MEN ON LAND, ON SEA, IN THE
AIR AND UNDER THE SEA WHO HAVE PERFORMED SUCH MAGNIF ICENT
FEATS FOR OUR COUNTRY IN THE LAST FEW DAYS X YOU HAVE
WRITTEN YOUR NAMES IN GOLDEN LETTERS ON THE PAGES OF
HISTORY AND WON THE UNDYING GRATITUDE OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN
X MY PRIDE IN YOU 1S BEYOND EXPRESSION, NO HONOR FOR YOU
COULD BE TOO GREAT X MAGNIFICENTLY DONE X GOD BLESS EACH
AND EVERY ONE OF YOU X TO THE GLORIQUS DEAD: HAIL HEROES!
REST WITH GOD X SIGNED HALSEY"

& & X % N N % X & W

From Commander in Chief Pacific (CINCPAC) (Admiral Ches-
ter W, Nimitz) to COMSOPAC (Admiral Halsey):

"WE HAVE ADMIRATION BEYOND EXPRESSION FOR THE UNSWERVING
OFFENSIVE SPIRIT OF YOUR FIGHTING FORCES AND THE IR ABILI~
TY TO STRIKE DOWN THE ENEMY WHILE ABSORBING HIS BLOWS X
WE REGRET DEEPLY THE LOSSES YOU HAD TO TAKE, BUT THEY
WERE GLORIOUSLY NOT IN VAIN,"

L EEE BEE BER BEE BEE B N BRI

! Eartier called "Third and Fourth Battles of Savo lsland” or
"Battl/e of the Solomons."

€ Written by Adm. Parker in 1982 and revised in 1985, Forty
copies of his pamphlet were distributed at the Cushing's 1985
reunion, and six additional copies were sent by him to widows
and survivors for whom he had addresses. A copy is on File at
the Ships'! Histories Branch, Naval Historical Center, Washing-
ton, D.C..
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U.S5.5. Monssen (DD=436)

The Naval Battle of Guadalcanal; November 12-15, 1942

L. S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE
Cactus—Ringbolt Ares
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Editor!s Note:

This is
Pacific

a message Ffrom Admiral C., W. Nimitz (Commander in Chief
Fleet) to Admiral W. F. Halsey (Commander South Pacific

Force) following the surface action on the night of 12=13 No=-

vember

1942, All Five of the ships listed after "COPIES TOs"

were lost in this battle. (Copy courtesy of Richard McCombs. )

E. A, Wjilde, Jr,
August, 1995






The Naval Battle of

(Guadalcanal

. - . . - + . - . . . . . - .

ince 7 August 1942, when U.S. Marines landed

at Guadalcanal in the southern Solomons, [m-

perial Japanese General Headquarters had de-

rermined to eject the invaders—the first threat

to the integrity of its defensive perimeter—and

bring the island back under Japanese control. The result-

ing contest artained a duration, intensity, and cost that

neither side could have foreseen. At stake, as both scon

came to realize, was more than possession of a sweltering,

disease-ridden, singularly inhospitable South Seas istand;

the real objective was no less than the strategic initiative
in the Pacific.

For months, the outcome of the struggle hung in a pre-

carious balance. Later in the war, when the U.S. Navy had

won command of the sea, it could isolate islands on which

. . N - . . . . . . . . * - «

In November 1942, successpul U.S. enuiser, aircraft, and -
battleship actions represented a turning point in the Pacific.

landings were made. This was nat the case ar Guadalcanal,
where command of the sea changed at sunrise and sunset.
During the day, U.S. aircraft exercised it from Henderson
Field, the airstrip the Marines quickly established on the
istand. After dark, it belonged to whar U.S. forces called
the Tokyo Express—Japanese ships that sreamed down the
Slot through the Solomons to land troops and supplies and
to bombard Henderson Field. U.S. surface forces challenged
these nocturnal forays successfully at the Battle of Cape
Esperance in October and the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal
in mid-November, and less successfully at the Bactle of Tas-
safaronga later that month.

Burt before and after these clashes, the Tokyo Express
ran on schedule, subject only to interference from U.S. pa-
trol boats and the need to be well on its way back up the
Slot by daybreak. Besides night surface actions immediately
offshore, two inconclusive fleet actions took place berween
carrier forces: the Battle of the Eastern Solomons in Au-
gust and the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands in October.

On more than cne occasion, only a single camier was avail-
“NIGHT ACTION O 2AVO, 14 NOVEMBER |541." BY DWIGHT SHEPLER /1).8 NAVAL HISTCRICAL CENTER

UNITED STATES NAVAL INSTITUTE

Naval History - May/June 1995







able to support the defense of
Guadalcanal, and U.8. leaders
considered the possibility that it
might become necessary to evac-
uate the island.

Fortunately, the Japanese Army

*- SAVO
14-15 NOV ISLAND

13 NOV

TV

consistently underestimated the

Esprrancs

number of Marines and soldiers
ashore by 50% to 70%. Conse-
quently, the 30,000 troops landed
in detachments fed three succes-

sive attempts to overrun Hen-
derson Field—in late August,
mid-September, and late Ocro-
ber—rather than massing for one
great attack. Psychologically, the
turning point occurred on 18 Oc-
tober, when pugnacious Vice Ad-

was Rear Admiral Norman Scort,
the victor at the Battle of Cape
Esperance. Abe’s raiding group
consisted of the battleships Hiei
and Kirishima, light cruiser Nagara,
and 14 destroyers. Radar contact
By was made at 0124. Firing began at
virtuaily point-blank range—less
than a mile—art 0145, and the op-
posing formations held head-on
courses to pass through one an-
other in the fiercest, most con-
fused melee since Tegetthoff led
his flying wedge into the [talian
fleet off Lissa in 1866. Callaghan
and Scort were killed early in the
action, which lasted barely a quar-
ter-hour. At its end, the Japanese

miral William F. ‘Buil’ Halsey
took over as head of the South Pacific forces. an appoint-
ment applauded throughout his new command. Objectively,
it came on 12-15 November, in the three interlocking ac-
rions that comprised the Naval Bartle of Guadalcanal.

Like the majority of engagements in the Guadalcanal
campaign, the naval battle had its origins in a Japanese
plan to reinforce the island—in this case, with 10,000 men
in highspeed transports escorted by a destroyer force led by
Rear Admiral Raizo Tanaka, the Tokyo Express’s in-
domitable engineer. These troops were to land on Guadal-
canal during the night of 12-13 November, while a raid-
ing force commanded by Vice Admiral Hiroaki Abe
pounded Henderson Field and the Marine positions around
it. By coincidence, two heavily escorted U.S. transport
groups under Rear Admiral Richmond Kelly Tumer reached
the island on 11 and 1Z November. On the 12th, air pa-
trols reported powerful enemy forces moving toward
Guadalcanal, obviously with the intention of attacking the
airfield and the transports, if present. Tumer seized the op-
portunify o ptepare a surprise. As soon as his transports
had put to sea, he dispatched the cruisers and most of the
destroyers in their support group to intercept the intruders
off Guadalcanal. The enemy formation—correctly believed
to include two battleships—presented the home team with
heavy odds.

Cruiser Night Action, 13 November

The force Turner had deployed numbered 13 vessels:
the heavy cruisers Portland {CA-33) and San Francisco
(CA-38), light cruisers Atlanta (CL-51), Helena (CL-50),
and Juneau (CL-52), and eight destroyers. In command in
the flagship San Francisco was Rear Admiral Daniel J.
Callaghan. Also present, flying his flag in the Atlanta,

wmuniaren  withdrew without having shelled
Henderson Field, and Tanaka's transports were ordered
back into the Shortland Islands, midway up the Slot. Sunk
or sinking were the Adanta and four U.S. and two Japan-
ese destroyers. The Hiei, slowed by ar least 30 large-caliber
hits, was left behind with three destroyers attending her.
Dawn and U.S. aircraft found the Hiei only a few miles
from Guadalcanal. Repeared bomb and torpedo runs added
to her misery, and around sunset she became the first Japan-
ese battleship to be sunk in World War II. The day’s ac-
tion was not entirely to the Imperial Navy’s disadvantage,
however., Torpedoes from the submarine I-26 claimed the
damaged Juneau as the U.S. force retired from the battle
area, and shortly past midnight two heavy cruisers of Vice
Admiral Gunichi Mikawa's Eighth Fleet, called into play
that morning, pasted Henderson Field.

Air Action, 14 November

Tanaka’s convoy set out for Guadalcanal for a second
time at 1300 on 13 November. At first light U.S. recon-
naissance flights spotted his ransports and destroyers head-
ing toward the island and Mikawa's cruisers moving away
from it. In the ensuing air attacks one of Mikawa's six cruis-
ers was sunk and three others damaged, one severely, while
six of Tanaka's 11 transports were destroyed and another
hit so badly that it had to tumn back. His losses notwith-
standing, Tanaka pressed on toward Guadalcanal.

Battleship Night Action, 14-15 November

Meanwhile, U.S. and Japanese commanders had been
reaching decisions that precipitated the climax of the Naval
Batcle of Guadalcanal. Late on 13 November, Haisey or-
dered the carrier Enterprise {CV-6) task force to send its
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heavy gunfire unit into the cauldron. The surface action
group thus formed under Rear Admiral Willis A. Lee
consisted of the new battleships South Dakota (BB-57) and
Washington (BB-56) and four destroyers. On the Japanese
side, Vice Admiral Nobotake Kondo, commanding the
Combined Fleet's Advanced Force, made plans to support
the landing of Tanaka's transports by attacking Henderson
Field. The formation assembled under his personal com-
mand comprised the battleship Kirishima, heavy cruisers
Atago (flag) and Takao, two light cruisers, and nine de-
stroyers. These deployments set the stage for the firse and
next-to-last time in the Pacific war that battleships fought
their own kind.

The action opened with 16-inch salvos from the U.S.
dreadnoughts at 2317. By the time it ended approximarely
an hour and a quarter later, the South Dakota had been
heavily damaged, two U.S. destroyers had been sunk,
and a third was slowly sinking; but the Kirishima and a
Japanese destroyer had taken such punishment that they
had to be scuttled, and Kondo's force was retiring. Al-
though it had not hammered the airfield, it had cleared
the way for Tanaka, who ran his four surviving trans-
ports ashore on Guadaleanal ar 0400. Of the 10,000 men
intended to reinforce the island, 2,000 had reached it. In

view of the opposition encountered, the delivery of these
troops is a testimonial to the fighting spirit of the Impe-
rial Navy. At a cost of two battleships, a heavy cruiser,
and three destroyers, however, this was a testimenial the
Japanese could ill afford. Thereafter, the problem of con-
veying troops to Guadalcanal was overshadowed by the
increasingly intractable one of supplying those already
there. On 12 December, the navy formally recommended
abandoning the struggle for the island, and on the last day
of the year Imperial General Headquarters directed a staged
evacuarion, which took place on 1-8 February 1943. In
the words of a Japanese document captured some rime
earlier, “Success or failure in recapturing Guadalcanal

. . is the fork in the road which leads to victory for them
or for us.” For Japan, the fork led to defear. The 1.S. Navy
was about to begin its long march across the Pacific to

Tokyo Bay. &

Fot further reading: Paul S, Dull, A Batde History of the [mperial
Japanese Navy, 1941-1945 {Annapolis, MD: Naval Instrute Press,
1978); David C. Evans, ed., The Japanese Navy in World War {]; In the
Words of Former Japanese Naval Officers, second edition (Arnapolis,
MD: Naval Institute Press, [986); Samuel Eliot Morison. Histary of
United States Naval Operations in World War I, Vol. V: The Stuggle
for Guadaleanal (Boston: Lirde, Brown, 1975).
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Death Comes to a Destroyer

By PHYLLIS KATHLEEN SMITH

A shudder ran down the battered hujl
of the once beautiful and sleek craft. She
seemed to sense that her end was near
and her thoughts raced back to a March
day almost two years ago.

“It was,” she thought, "o be exact,
March 14, 1941, when 1, the destroyer
Monssen, with a spiash of champagne
was christéned 5 member of the United
States Fldet. I remember the awful feel-
ing of uncertainty that prevailed in me
when I was officially listed as the DD436
and sHipped ~# tg conyoy doty in the
Atla.nticlta mueh the same ltnner that
a small child of a very large family is
sent off to school. There was no fuss or
bother for I was just one among many,
My petrol area was in the North Atlan-
Uc near Iceland where lend-lease ship-
ping and German submarines were giv-
ing the air a deadly tang. No, the United
States was not officially at war, but we
of the Atlantic patrol were already bear-
ing the brunt of the fighting. Nationality
or neutrality meant nothing to those
prowiing monsiers of the deep, the sub-
marines, one of which wounded and
crippied my sister ship, the Kearny,

“After December 7, 1941, Germans and
their U-boats were forgotten in the eold
Mry against the Infamous acts of the
Japanese. I was soon transferred to the
Wicific war theater where action was 5o
fast that it's hard to remember every-
thing—the battle of Midway, the bam-
Mrdment of Guadalcansal, the hattle of
Serma Cruz, amd Tow Savo Islan
oI remember well how black the night
was-when our try fleet Kiifed tfirough
the sulky waters bound for the pass at
Savo Island, a small yet historic island
located only a few miles off the north-
®ystern end of Guadalcanal. The pass iy
between these two islands, and toward
it we were headed to intercept and en-
gage an enemy task force. The exact
number of the enemy was unknown, but
their mission was to land troops in great

strength and with large naval support to
drive inland and force our troops inte
the interior and gradual defeat. It was a
desperate situation and all those lives
and equipment might be lost if the en-
emy successiully defeated our forces.

“Suddenly as observed the shadowed
silhouettes of the enemy fleet crossing
our bow, the erew launched torpedoes
which caught a battleship and a light
cruiser off guard. The battle became.a
rough free-far-all or #ar-raom brawl ‘ag
suddenly- under an umbrella of huge
searchlights the enemy began to give
Back what it had taken. Like angry
birds and vicious fish the sheils and tor-
pedos crushed down upon us. One by one
the valiant gun crews were knocked out:
fires were started; hits became too num-
erous to account for. Wounded, defense-
less, stopped, and aflame, I was aban-
doned by what now remained of the
fighting crew that manned me.

“It has now become evident to me that
I shull not survive this battle. The Mons-
sen is being sacrificed, for had the enemy

troop ships and naval vesseis not been
sunk, the United States would have lost
the islands and thousands of marines and
soldiers. Certainly this sacrifice is not in
vain for the ideals for which my crew
died and for which I will die are the
same ideals for which the living will con-

tinue to fight until they are secure. 1 do
not fear this watery grave because I have
been a fighting ship with a magnificent
reputation in a fighting fleet.”

Another shudder shakes the de-
stroyer as fierce fires lap up the
melting iron structure. The ship seermns
to erupt as the fire reaches her
vital spot—the magazine. Then with a
sullen hiss she sinks haughtily be-
neath the churning waters seeking 3
well-earned rest for herself and her
glorious crew.

e ——eeee s

(Copy courtesy of Emajean J. Buechner; June 1995)
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DESTROYER AT SAVO
LD LIFE DEARLY

Wounded Skipper Relates Role
of Heavy-Hitting Little Craft
in Solomons Battle

TORPEDOED A BATTLESHIP

Hits on Three Enemy Cruisers
and Damage to Destroyer
Also Part of Claims

By FOSTER HAILEY
Epecial to THE Nzw Torx Thaze,

AN ADVANCED SOUTH PA-
CIFIC BASE, Nov. 22 (Delayed)—
Another piece in the jigsaw puzzle
that is the story of the night naval
battle off Savo Island in the Solo-
mons on Nov. i3 was supplied to-
day by the skipper of an American
destroyer that was sunk in the
action.

In the forty flaming minutes it
was in tha battle, ths little Amer-
ican warship scored two and pos-
sibly three torpedo hits on & Jap-
anese battleship of the Kongo clasx
and another one or possibly two
torpedo hits on a heavy ecruiser,
raked a Japanese destroyer with
20-mm. and five-inch gunfire snd
threw several five-inch broadsides
and hundreds of rounds of 20-mm.
shells into another enemy destroyer
or llght cruiser and ssveral fiva-
inch ahells into an additional
cruiser,

Commissioned oniy a little mors
than a year ago, the destroyer
claimed credit for seven Japanese
planes and three Japanese and one
German submarine and the de-
struction of Japanese general hiend-
quartera on Tulagl before geing
into the night actlon on Nov. 13
with the late Rear Admiral Daniel
J. Callaghan's force of cruisera and
destroyera.

“She certainly paid for herseif,
didn't she ?” said a wonunded young
Marine officer who was listening
{o the story from an adjoining hoa-
pital cot at this advanced baae.

Torpedo Hit Battleship

“We were next to the last of the
destroyers to go into action,” said
the commander.

7"'We were next in line to the
first ship you saw blow up out
there.

We saw our shivs open fire up
at the head of the column on the
ships to port. Tren we heard that
e, Japs were .fOSMINE over (o
starhoard. I orrered all torpedo

- tubesg trained to starboazrd and or-

dered them to fire without further
command at any worth-while tar-
get. preferably a capital ship.

“The firat ship we saw was what
the torpedo officer thought was a
battleship. He »aid she appeared
to be stopped. Wea were coming
up astern of her and when we had
her almost on our beam fired a
spread of torpedoes. She was about
3,000 to 4.000 yards away.

“Both the torpedo officer and the
chief torpedo man believad they
saw two of them hit her just about
amidships. I didn't see them my-
self. Some of the other men
thought they saw three explosions.

“Just before those two or three
hits the men in charge of the for-
ward torpedo tuhes saw what ‘hey
thought was another battleship or
a2 heavy cruiser just forward of
the other targets and they fired
anather spread at her.

“The chief torpedo man was
killed, but he told a2 striker thsat
he thought we aiso got a hit with
the second spremd.”

The first ship at which they
fired was a battleship, the akipper
said, and one of the gunnera un-
hesitatingly picked out a picture
of the Kongo as the type of ship
he saw.

“Since she apperred to be al-
ready damaged when we fired at
her, she may hava heen the oane
on which another destroyer had
scored three torpedo hita early”
the commander continued. “I don't
see how she could have stayed up
it she got that mmany hils on one
side. It may be she waa the samse
battleship the fliers from Guadal.
canal found north of Savo the next
morning and attacked.”

Not a =hot had been fired at the
destroyer as she steamed dém in
toward the Japaness force at high
speed. Up ahead ail the other
ships of the American force were
heavily engaged.

“Shortly after we fired our see-
ond spread of torpedoes,” he said,
“we opened up with our five-inch
battery on what we thought wans
either a cruiser or a destroyasr. It
was firing at one of our ships.
Whatever it was, it ceased firing,




el

so we knocked off, too."

“pag we turned a Japanese de-
stroyer crossed our bow about
1,000 yards away. All our Zﬂ-m.
guns opened up on her, sweeping
her decks with about 1,000 rounds,
and our, five-inch guns turned
around and threw a few shells into
her.

"wa atill hadn't been hit. I had
hopes of driving on through the
Jap force and getting clear to the
north of Florida Island.

Swerved Around Torpedoes

“Soon, however, starshells atart-
ed bursting and by their glare I
saw two torpedoes coming at us.
I swung hard right and missed
them, one by not more than five
yards. Some of the crew claimed
they saw threa more that passed
right under the ship.

“Then two searchlights hit ux,
probably from destroyers about
2,500 yards away. The 20-mm.
opened up on them and we swung
our five-inch battery around and
opened fire on the after ship. The
light went out, but whether wa
hit it or it was just turned off I

don’'t know. Some of the men said
they saw the ship sink.

“About that time all heil broke
loose and we started getting hit
on both sides. Eilther a battleship
or heavy cruisers were firing at
us, as we got several large-caliber
hits. One hit the No. 1 gun, wiping
out all the men there, and another
went into the chief's quarters, set-
ting a fire in the handling room.
One went right into my ecabin,
starting a big fire under the bridge.

“We had fired all our terpedoes.
all our guns now were out of ac-

tion, the power was gone. and I.

saw nothing to do hut abandon
=zhip. This waa at 2:40, The ac-
ton had opened about 2 o'clock,
We were afire in several places
and I was afraid the magazine
would go up.

“I didn't leave until 3 A. M. I
went around the bridge trying to
arouse people, but I couldn't get
them up. When I was convinced
there was no ons else alive on the
hridge I went over the rail. I
imagine I fractured my shoulder
when I hit the water, although I
might have heen hurt before. Some

of the hits on the bridge were
pretty close,

“At daybreak I got together
with somie of my people who had
been floating around on what wax
left of the gig. They had some
badly wounded. We patched up a
raft and put the wounded on it
A few hours later we were piclced
up by the Higgina' hoats and taken
to Guadalcanal.”

The skipper s waitlng for
transportation back to the States,
where surgery will restore the use
of his arms. He suffered fractures

of both shoulders and can use his
arms only in a limited way. He
hopes soon to aee hia wife in Long
Beach, Calif., and their 11-year-old

_son.

The story of the first terrible
ninety seconds off Save Island
early in the morning of Friday,
Nov. 13, when en outnumbered,
outgunned task force of American
cruisers and destroyers drove in.|°
against a Japanese group that in-
cluded at leaat one battieship, out-
fought them and turned them back
from their chjective, which was to
bombard and immobilize Hender-

son Alrfied, was ioid by Captain

Samuel Power Jenkins of an Amer-
ican-light cruiser.

His cruiger, with Rear Admiral
Norman Scott aboard, was leading
the American cruiser force, pre-
ceded by destroyers. The Japarcess
force was divided, two or three
vessely coming through the pas-
sage south of Savo and ten or
twelve, among them the battleship,
through the northern passage De-
Jtween Savo and Florida Isiinds.
The American force headed flrst
for the southern group. "

“One of the Japanese vessel- (he
believed it was =z light cruiser)
flluminated us with searchlights
and we opened fire on him almost
simuitaneousiy,” Captain Jerkins
said. He thought his own snivos
went home, but he couid not be
sure, '

“Almost immediately,” he “con-
tinued, “snother Japanesa vessel,
& heavy cruiser. opened fire on us.
His first hits were on the bridge
with eight-inch sheils and In a very
short time we. had lost contrei of
the ship from there.”

About the same time Canptain

Jenkins saw two Japanese de-
stroyers crossing his bow, appar-
entiy acreening the heavy cruiser,
and then another salvo of eight-
inch shelis hit his ship on the star-
board side.

“Shortly after thiz salvo hit us
we were hit by a torpedeo and
shortly after that by another,
which went into the plotting roomr,
putting us completely out of
action.”

Then, Captain Jenkins said, the
battls moved on north and west
‘past Savo and his ship had no fur-
ther part in the battle. The action
had tsken just 2 minute and a
haif;, during which she had fired
three salvos and had received four-
teen eight-inch sheil hits, severai
five-inch shell hits and two tor-
pedoes.

Her admiral dead. only four of
twenty persons on the bridge still
alive and all of them wounded, the
cruiger lay dead in the water,
burning furiously amidships.




E. A, Wilde
July 26, 1995

Excerpts from "The Way | Remember It
a Narrative by Chester C, Thomason*

"I was steering the ship from the arter-steering compartment
under the fantail - - taking directions From someone on the bridge
with a telephone headset, "Stubby” Miller, EM2, on the switchboard
in the after engineroom, was on the same Iine. [ heard Miller say
that the forward fireroom and forward enginercom were carried away.
We were operating with just one screw. Then [ heard an explosion
and a loud hiss of high=-pressure steam. A scream from Milter came
over the headset. Then all went dark, and the screw stopped turning.
!l couldn'!’t get an answer from anyone on my headset. | abandoned the
headphones after being in total darkness belowdecks for about five
minutes. | went up through the escape hatch and saw a raging fire,

I met Storey, Spurgeon and Hughes. [ asked them what had happened,
and they told me quickly that all of the life rafts and ! ifeboats
were either blown away or gone. We decided to see who we could help.
Two went up the port side and the other two of us went up the star-
board side to help anyone who needed it get over the side., After we
did all that we could we met on the fantail and looked For something
to use for ourselves. With my flashlight | spotted a piece of wood,
4"x4" and about 10 feet long, floating past the ship about 20 feet
away. We all went over the side at the same time and made for it to
keep us afloat. My watch stopped at 0313 when [ hit the water. Wwhen
we were about 1/4% or 1/3 of a mile away from the ship we could still
see a big blaze and hear cries of pain and suffering coming from the
ship.

"Just before daybreak we heard a plane Flying towards us low
over the water. It sounded [ike one of ours, so I took my Flashl ight
and flashed an "S.,0.5." in Morse code. He dipped his wings back and
forth and kept going.

"When it was daylight tall shark fins started circling us.
Storey, Spurgeon and Hughes didn't want any part of them, so they
started back for the ship. At around 10 olclock [ caught up with a
rart and a whaleboat which had a few of our men and some others in
it. I didn't know that one of them was one of our officers. (He was
a young new Reserve that [ didn!t know too well and who seemed pretty
bashful on the ship. I forget his name.) He had his guts hanging
out of his stomach, and he could barely talk + . « » . He died about
10 or 15 minutes later.

"At about three o'clock that afternoon, when we were about a
mile from the beach, a Higgins boat from Guadalcanal came up and
asked us where we were going. We told him we were headed for the
beach. He told us that was a Jap beach, so we climbed in and he took
us and some other survivors to Guadalcanal. We stayed on Guadalcanal
for 13 days. There were 19 of us off of the Monssen. We left there
on Thanksgiving Day. Wwhat a contrast Prom dirty trenches to the Sar-
nett, a transport ship, with turkey, baths, bunks and good Foodl
That was the most thankful Thanksgiving Day | have ever had."

% ¥ % % X % %

* Mr. Thomason was an E£lectricians Mate 3rd Class aboard the Monssen
in 1942, In 1992 he compiled a history of the ship and included a
narrative about his experiences in World War !I. These edited ex=-
cerpts relate to the sinking of the U.S.5. Monssen (DD-436) in the
Naval BSattle of Guadalcanal on November 13, 1942,






U.5.5. Monssen (DD-436)

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
February, 1996

List of Officers; 13 November 15u2!

*“McCombs, Charles Edward

**Kemper, James Lawson
**Frosch, Andrew Joseph
**Wager, Hubert Warren
**Knaqgs, Dale Wesley
*lewis, Francis A.
Hamm, George S,
*»Eperlein, Duane G,

*»)ittredge, Robert W,

*lassen, Robert W,
Little, John G,

**Nance, Glenn W,

**Pennell, Lewis Edward

*Scott, Paul T.

** Jonkins, Hilerd W.

*Peters, George A.

LCOR
LCDOR
LT
LTj.g.
LTj.q.
LTj.q.

LT feqg.

Ensign

Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign
Ensign

LT(MC)

USN
USN
USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR

USNR

LTjg(SC) USNR

Command ing Officer
Execut fve Officer
Engineering Officer
Gunnery Officer
Communicat ions Officer
Ass!t. Gunnery Officer

First Lieutenant

Torpedo Officer

Machine Gun Officer

Medical OfFficer

Supply Officer

* % ¥ E X K K X K kR K K K N %

1 Compiled from casualty reports, a letter by LCDR McCombs

recommend ing citations and personal recollections.

The last

surviving officer, George S, Hamm, died recently.

* Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was lost due to enemy ac-

tion on 13 November 1942,

in the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal.






Uv.5.5. Monssen (DD-436)

Muster Roll of the Crew, November 13, 19427

*ABBOTT, Horace Junior

ACEVEDO, Daniel (n)
**ACKERMAN, Philip Wayne
*%ADAMS, James wallace
**ADAMS, Orville Eugene

AIKEN, Thomas Henry

ALBINO, James Vincent

ALDRICH, William Reid

ALLEN, Will iam Joseph, Jr.

*AMBROSE, Arthur John

AMBROSE, Robert Joseph

ANGELO, Charles (n)

ANSON, Harold Dawson
**ANTONOWICZ, John Stanley

*APPLEGATE, Thaine Henry
**ARA, Joseph Francis
*%ARCH, Frank William
*¥4RNOTT, Charles Herbert
**ARSENAULT, Leo George

ASKIN, Joseph Patrick
*%AUGUSTA, Matthew Joseph
**BABB, Richard Clemence

BACKUS, Donald Robert
*%8AJLEY, Jobhn Elwood

BAIRD, Arnold Benedict
**BAKER, Cl!ifton Warren, Jr.
*%8BAKER, Remely (n)

**SALAI, John (n)

BALL, Chester Elmer
**BALUTES, Charles (n)
**GALWIERCLAK, Joseph Robert

BANTA, [ra Delmar

*BARANOWSKI, Edward (n)
**BARNES, Henry Malon
¥*BARNETT, Eugene
**BARONAS, Stanley Tony
**BAST IAN, Henry Edward
**BECHT, Charles Joseph, Jr.
**BECK, William Jennings, Jr.
**%BECKER, Fred
¥%BEFF, Robert Elwoos

BEGLEY, James Joseph
¥*8EILSTEIN, Theodore Charles
*%8E [ITO, Jess (n)

*¥5ELCHER;, Daniel Arthur
**BENDER; John Michael

BENEWAIT, Joseph Patrick
¥*BENNETT, Johnnie Edward
**%BENTZ, Henry Dale

*BERARDI, Nicholas Joseph

BERGEN, Edward Lawrence, Jr.

360-26-28
224-49-97
238-81-82
360=26=-67
652~04=38
64E~17=49
606-07~18
224=43--98
606-07-35
600=03=22
368-42~88
666~05-56
646=18~44
224=-49-88
393-43-36
GU2-04~11
614-07-12
202=08=03
202-08-50
646-18=-34
202=07=90
606-07-15
212=75=07
224=49-27
606-02~95
212=75-06
202-03-01
300-02-81
368=-52=-73
250-68-49
228=49.99
392~95~66
642-04~-08
I46-70-49
346-87~10
614=07=24
238-60~73
224 -56-40
385=-92-92
S46-32-U1
23881 ~10
202=17=20
250-69-21
66U~ 2=75
642-06=23
224-57~-70
652~08-89
668~59~33
668-58=-77
224=56-41
CHE6=31 =43

Fle
S2¢
Stc
Fle
AS
Stce
§2¢
Ste
S2¢
St1e
Cox
F2¢
S2c¢
F2c
Flc
FPe
Ste
FZe
Ste
Sfc
Ste
Stce
S2¢
Ste
Ste
Fzc
Stc
TM3c
AM2c
S2c
S2c¢
Cox
FPe
Ste
MM2c
S2¢
PTR3c
Ste
Ste
F2c
Flce
F3c
Stc
SZ2c¢
Sec¢
Ste
S2¢
Stce
Ste
Ste
Ste






BERKELEY, Robert William
**ZERSETH, Elmer Fritjof
BEVERIDGE, William Watson
**%B3EV.IL, Glenn James
BICKEL, August Leopold
BICKEL, Clifford Arthur
*%B3 J[ENKO, Bennie
**81ZUB, Peter Joseph
**BLEVINS, Norman West
BOYSEN, Roland Chris
BRANCH, Willie James
BREJCHA, John Charles
**BRESHEARS, Glenn Everett
BRIGGS, Irving Wilson
BROOKS, Beverly Eugene
*%BRUBAKER, Lucian Sepherious
**BURKE, Dennis Charles
**BURKE, Joseph Francis
*BURNS, Robert James, Jr.
**CARR, John Wesley, Jr.
*CECIL, Charles Leonard
**CHAFF IN, Alve James
**CHAMBERS, Clifton Neal
**CLARK, Wilbur Russell
*%CLINEFELTER, Daniel Howard
CLINEFELTER, Clarence Harold
**COLE, Max Herbert
**COLLI, Robert Victor
**CRAWFORD, George Thomas, Jr.
**CRIDER, Arthur Lee, Jr.
*CROFT, Thomas Mortion
*DAVIS, Fred wallace
DAV ISON, Edward Hamalton
**DELO, Gordon Kenneth
DE WALSCHE, Kenneth Wwilljiam
**0 INGLE, George Raymond
*DOUGHTY, Herbert David
*»DOZ IER, Spencer Boyd
**DRAKE, Lenox Brandon, Jr.
**DRISKILL, Malcolm Jessie
**DRURY, Claude Kenneth
**DUNCAN, Ernest Revis
**DUNN, Vernon Leland
*%DURAN, Andrew {n)
**DURFEE, Paul George
**DUVAL, Robert James
DYAR, Billy Bert
**EAGY, Ross Marvin
**EAST, Floyd Bernard
*%EATON, Donald William
**EDGE, William Marchalil
**EDWARDS, Francis Edward
*%EGGLESTON, Robert Charles

USS Monssen (0D-436); Muster Roll, 11/13/42
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202=16=27
638-50-68
646~32=43
359-74-53
250-31-62
646-30-59
224~55-85
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700-08-62
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654-26-29
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362-30~91
243-85-60
283-49-34
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382-31-33
265-87-16
662-47=-32
337-76-01
355-58-61
372~=11=49
360-25-69
360-37-~18
295~74-02
375=92-66
346-88~00
342-12-95
321-38-13
360-03-45
311-11-14%
£34-08-03
368=53=90
375-37-95
662-64-55
618~27=-57
356~43=17
662-13-51
6543426
680-10-51
6Ll -29-45
632-51~16
660=07-12
375=81 14
272~85-13
654~40=51
CHO=23~51
618-23-82
624~47~70
376~58=26
372~-20~76






*»»x£[[ ]S, Benjamin Charles

**ESHELMAN, John William

*%£STES, Herbert Fred
EVERETT, Robert William

**FEARHE ILEY, Otto "G", Jr.

**FEGLEY, Wayne Francis
*FORD, Robert Eynon
*%FOSTER, William Kempton
**FRANCE, Marcel Joseph
FRIEND, Morris Cleveland
FUQUA, Ralph King
**GALIARDI, Raymond Tulio
**GAVIN, Martin Joseph
*GOFFIGAN, John Almer
**GOODLOE, Raymond Sheldon
**GOOLSBY, Donald Earl
**GRAHAM, Freelon Maurice
HAAS, Joseph Anthony
HALL, Thomas Monroe, Jr,
**HE INE, Erwin August

**HENRICHON, Donald Charles T.

*HIGBEE, Rodman Ray
*%H[LL, Owen Richard
*HOWARD, Cecil
**HOWARD, Robert Stockton

HUBNER, William Glenn
*»*HUFF, Arthur (n), Jr.

HUGHES, Joe Gunn

HULSE, Andrew Jake
** JENSEN, Theodore
*JOHNSON, Tol iver Andrew
** JORDAN, Thomas Ross
**KING, Charles Junior
**IRK, Marcus Clair
**KRAEMER, Ernest Dillon

KYLEBERG, Roland Evert
**[ANE, Martin:Elmer .
**/FWIS, Charles Robert
*#% ITTLE, Roy Robley
**MAC INTOSH, James Robert

**MACK, Adolph William, Jr.

MART INEZ, Erwin
*MASSON, Joseph Byron
»xMATTHEWS, Ivan Joel

MC CALL, walter Duncan
*MCCAULEY, Charley Box
*MCCRAY, Harlan Lloyd
**MCKESSON, Elmer Isaac

MEADE, Howard Emanul
**MERRIT, Henry (n)

MIDGETT, Jack Edward
»wMILLER, Ralph Edmond
*MILLER, Raymond Patrick

USS Monssen (DD-436); Muster Roll, 11/13/42
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393-43=30
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360-26-95
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243-44-05
356-21-69
201-58-48
258-04~72
382-31-07
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368-53-78
385-56-06
360-26-66
382-31-15
410-53-56
243-10-09
612-08-78
382-70-71
385-62-87
346-87~05






**MONTGOMERY, Dewey Patton
*MOORE, Frank Llyn
**MOORE, James Albert
**MOORE, Richard Ewing
**MYERS, Edward Andrew
NATION, Nyle Noble
**NEHER, Robert Joseph
*NE |GHBROS, Elmo Robert
**NJAA, Kermit Elvin
**NOBLE, Hezie (n)
OLIVER, Eugene (n)

**OLSZEWSKI, Vincent Peter Steve

**OMAN, Charles Lee
**ORAM, Orlufrf
*%QRNER, Fred (n)
**ORSIE, Charles John
**ORTON, Raymond
**QUELLETTE, Wilfred Joseph
*PAULSON, Car! Donald
*PEASE, John Arthur, Jr.
**PERKINS, Orie Dalton
**PETTY, Harland Hugh
PHILLIPS, Loyd "GH
**PLUMLEY, Leo David
**¥PORTER, Joseph Gideon
*%PRICE, John
QUINN, James Phillip
RADCLIFFE, Eugene C.
**RATCLIFFE, William Edward
ROOKE, Warren Robert
ROW, Arthur Myr!
**/OW, Cleo Frank
*SAMPLE, LeRoy Shannon
**SANDERS, Layman Morris
*xSANFORD, Walter Edward
**SATTERFIELD, James Anderson
SAUNDERS, Lavette Ethelbert

*%SCHERPIK, William Rudolph, Jr.

**SCHROEDER, LeRoy (n)
*%SELLERS, Milan
*SEQUESTRI, Pater Lee
**SHEETS, Lloyd
SHEKELL, Orcilla (n)
**SHINN, George (n)
*SHUGREN, Frank August
*SLICHO, Joseph John
**SMITH, Clayton Fredrick
SMITH, Paul Odell
SMITH, Sidney Robert
*%SPAETH, Alvis
SPURGEON, Leo Francis
**STEFFE, Merl!in Maynard
STORY, Clyde Carlisle
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660-02-11
291 -74-86
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372=-20~83
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337-76-15
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Lki6-06-58
337~-20=81
382-30-95
372-00~12
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360-25-68
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654 =-09=40
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393-65=-48
360-25-95
201-56-95
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*SULLIVAN, Ralph Bennette 337 =-24-52 MM2c
SUTHERLAND, Robert Emery 316-20-61 Ste
**SUTTON, Donald Frank 2343095 RAM3c
¥*TERPENING, Charles Everett,Jr. 238-81-87 Ste
TERPENING, Roger Frank 600-03-54 Ste

THOMASON, Chester Charles 376-16~17 EM3c
*THOMSON, Frank Kingsbury, Jr. 372=20-90 GM3c
**TIPTON, Robert Edward 360~26-70 SC3c
**WARD, Lawrence EFdward 372-21=11 FC3c
WARDELL, James Joseph 385-92-73 GM3c
**WARDRIP, Ivan Forest 662=45=-32 SZ2e
WARGO, Joseph Frank 207=32-21 Fze
¥*WATERS, William Dale 385=92-72 GM3c
¥*WATK INS, Jack Barbee 372-12-21 Yee
*WELLS, Arvel "H" 356-42-57 Flec
**¥WESTON, Arthur Dick 380=96-76 8M1 ¢
*WIGG INS, George Terrell I46-87-95 MM2 ¢
*WILSON, Marion Ford 371-83-78 MM1 c
WOMACK, Ralph 274-19-54 CMM
YOUNG, Marion Jul ius 634-02~-10 Y3c

* K K K K X X X N ¥

Notes:

The muster roll on microfilm at the National Archives For
9/30/42 updated to reflect men received, transfers and
changes in rate included on Report OF Changes sheets
through t1/2/42.

Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was lost due to enemy
action on 13 November 19u2 according to a computer-gener-
ated casualty report at the National Archives prepared by
the Bureau of Naval! Personnel arfter the war.

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement
Killed  Wounded  Wounded on 11/13/42
Officer 9 5 2 16
Enl isted 136 32 &2 230
TOTALS 145 37 68 246

|

—— —aa

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
May, 2000
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The monument overlook

in Florida Island, about twenty miles northeast of
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. Dedicated on April 30, 1944, this bronze
plaque reads: "In memory of the officers and men of the United States Navy and Allied Navies who
gave their lives - - lron Bottom Bay - - 1942-43 - - Dedicated by Members of the Iron Bottom Bay
Club - - Port Purvis, Solomons [slands - - 20 March 1944.," U.S., Navy ships lost in the vicinity
include seven cruisers and fifteen destroyers. (Official U.S. Navy photograph taken in 1945,)

ing Purvis Bay, an inlet







NAVY DEPARTMENT

‘Hi)LD FOR RELEASE
MORNING NEWSDPADERS
JUNE 5, 1944

PLAQUE DEDICATED TO OFFICERS AND MEN LOST IN ““IRON BECOTTOM
BAY"

A bronza plaque, the first and only battle memorial so far
erected In the Solomons Islands, was dedicated April 30, 1844, to the
ofiicers and men of the Umted States and Allied Navies who d1ed
in the fierce battles in “Iron Bottom Bay.'’

The plaque was unveiled on & small palm-studded hill overlooxing
Purvis Bay, inlet in Florida Island, British Solomons Islands. On the hill
now stands the Iron Bottom Bay Club, an officers’ recreation centar built
by the Seabees, In the bay below,approximatel}r a half million tons of
ships of the U.S, Navy, and of the enemy lie on the bottom. It was there
that such noble men of war as the cruisers ASTORIA, VINCENNES
and CHICAGO were sunk in battle. About 270,000 tons of Jap ships sank

there.

The Reverend James Edwards, representing the Anglican Bishop
of Melanesia, unveiled the memorial before a gathering of Naval officzrs
and enlisted men on the hill,si te of the original episcopal residence
of the Bishop of Melanesia, which was dismantled by the Japs. The
land is owned by the Church of England. A Protestant and a Catholic
chaplain of the flest gave the invocation and benediction.

Rear Admiral Robert W. Hayler, U.S.N., of 800 East Washington
Street, Muncie, Indiana, who participated in the last sea action fought
in Iron Bottom Bay -- the Battle of Tassafaronga, November 3C, 1942 --
spoke briefly. He paid tribute to ‘‘all those members of the Allied land,
air and sea forces who in the beginning fought against such fearful
odds and in every case accomplished what they set out to do.’’

“‘Our enemy overran Tulagi early in April, 1942"' Rear Admiral
Hayler began. ‘‘On May 4, just two years ago, one of our carrier task
forces struck Tulagi and sent to the bottom some four ships -~ thus starting
a series of actions which resulted literally in paving the bottoin of the
sea in this vicinity with ships.

““On July fourth of the same year, the Japanese landed in considerable
strength on Guadalcanal and a little more than a month later, on August 7th,
our troops landed here and at Guadalcanal. It was many months thereafter
before we had forces and equipment rzally adequate for the tasks assigned us.

“Tt is altogether fitting,"’ Rear Admiral Hayler continued, ‘‘that

this tablet be erected in the Purvis Bay Area, because it was on this
side where our troops first landed and where we suffared our greatest

losses.”
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Addressing Reverend Mr, Edwards, Rear Admiral Hayler
sa.d:

““vor and your associates will have no difficulty in rem :mbering
those early days. And since your work will continue long after ours
is done, we give this merorial into your keeping. In so doing we
know that it will remain a lasting tribute to those for whom it is
dedicated; and a source of inspiration and courage for those who come

hereafter.’’

Reverend Mr. Fdwards said in reply that he was proud
to accept in the name of his Bishop the ‘‘sacred duty of caring for the
shrine. It will be cared for with respect love and dignity. God
grant that we may always be inspired by their Seceds

The plaque carries this inscription: “‘In memory of the
officers and men of the United States Navy and Allied Navies who
gave their lives -- Iron Bottom Bay -- 1942-43 -- Dedicated by
Mzmbers of the Iron Bottom Ray Club -- Port Purvis,Solomons
Islands -- 20 March 1944"",

United States ships that went down in the Iron Ecttom Bay
and vicinity were: ASTORIA, QUINCY, VINCENNES, ATLANTA,
JUNEAU, NCRTHHAMPTON and CHICAGO,¢ ruisers; ; JARVIS,
USS BLUE, DUNCAN, BARTON, CUSHING, LAFFEY, MONSSEN,

PRESTON, WALKE, BENHAM, DEHAVEN, and AARON WARD,
all destroyers; the destroyer transports COLHOUN, GREGORY,

LTTTLE, the tanker KANAWHA; the transport JOHN PENN; fleet
tug SEMINOLE; two ¢argo ships and four PT boats. The
Asustralian cruiser CANBERRA also was lost there.

Japanese ships sunk in the area include two battleships,
three cruisers, eleven destroyers, eight transports and seven
other auxiliaries.

Captain Andrew G. Shepard, U.S.N., £35 Cobbs Hill Drive,
Roches:er, New York, first president of the Club, composed the
words on the plaque. Frank Czajkowski, Quartermaster, Second Class,USNR,
of 20 Milton Avenue, Amsterdam, New York, designed the lettering.
A fleet tender made the plaque.

The Club was an outgrowth of several small and inadequate
officers’ recreation centers-~- the Club Des Slot, the APD Beach
and the PT base recreation center -~ to which officers came between
battles of the Solomons. Rear Admiral A. Staunton Mertill, U.S.N.,
of Natchez, Mississippi, formerly a Task Force Commander in the
South Pacific, is credited with the initiative in the movement to build
the club. He since has been ordered to Washington as Director
of the-Navy's Office of Public Relations. Captain Grayson B. Carter,
U.S.N., El Cordova Hotel, Coronado, California, is currently president
of the Club, and was present at the unveiling. '



“For us who were there, or whose friends were there, Guadalcanal
is not a name but an emotion, recalling desperate fights in the
air, furious night naval battles, frantic work at supply or con-
struction, savage fighting in the sodden jungle, nights broken
by screaming bombs and deafening explosions of naval shells."

- Commander James C. Shaw, the major contributor to Volume V of
Samuel £/ jot Morison's History of Unjted States Naval Opera-
t ions in World War il; The Struggle Por Guadalcanal (Boston:
Little, Brown & Co., 1949), Rear Admiral Shaw, USN (Ret.)
died on December u, 1988.

Editor'!s Note: Rear Admiral Shaw's widow, El izabeth R. P. Shaw, has gracious=
ly shared with me the letters her first husband, Commander Van O. Perkins,
USN, wrote in 1544 relating how he arranged the dedication ceremony For this
monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island. The intent was "to make this a per-
manent part of America,” in recognition of the hard fighting and great per-
sonal sacrifices which characterized the Guadalcanal! Campaign. Commander

Perkins was killed in action aboard the U.S.,S., Birmingham (CL-62) on October
24, 1944, during the invasion of the Philippines.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
March, 1995
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November 15, 1994

The Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island,

Solomon Islands, as it looked in August, 1993,
(Ded icated on April 30, 1944)

.

Photograph courtesy of Joseph G. Micek, AUS, treasurer of
the Guadalcanal Solomon Islands War Memorial Foundat ion.
Mr. Micek reports that the Officer!s Club at the top of
the small hill no longer stands, but that the area imme-
diately around the monument is fairly well kept up. (EAW)







“"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they slieep side by side. To them we have a solemn obligation

- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to live.”

- Fleet Admiral Chester V. Nimitz,

USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.5.8. Missouri! (B88-63)

in Tokyo B8ay, 2 September 195us,






The American wWII Memorial overlooking Point Cruz and Iron Bottom Sound, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, was
dedicated on August 7, 1992, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the landings there by the U.S. Marines
in World War Il. About 20,000 people attended the ceremony, including many service personnel and over 500
foreign visitors. Many of the local residents walked for days in order to witness the dedication. Panels
list the U.S. and Allied ships lost or damaged in the campaign and describe the seven naval! battles fought
fn nearby waters. The polished red granite used in the walls with the panels and in the 2k-foot high py-
fon were delivered to the site by the Royal Australian Navy. The Guadalcanal-Solomon Islands War Memor ial
Foundat ion raised $500,000 and the U.S. Government authorized $750,000 to cover construction costs. (Pic—
ture and panel inscriptions courtesy of Joseph G. Micek, the Foundation's Treasurer and Project Manager. )




WALL: 2 - TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED I
04/25/1991  PANEL 106 — TYPE D - FACE L

U.S. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
SUNK DURING TEE GUADALCANAL CRAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

AIRCRAFT CARRIFRS
HORNET, WASP

HEAVY CRUISERS
ASTORIA, CHICAGO, NORTHAMPTON, QUINCY,
VINCENNES, CANBERRA (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY)

LIGHT CRUISERS
ATLANTA, JUNEAU

DESTROYERS

BARTON, BENHAM, BLUE, CUSHING,

DE HAVEN, DUNCAN, JARVIS, LAFFEY,
MEREDITH, MONSSEN, O'BRIEN,
PORTER, PRESTON, WALKE

MOTOR _TORPEDO BOATS
PT-37, PT-43, PT-44, PT-111,

TRANSPORTS
COLHOUN, GEORGE F. ELLIOTT,

GREGORY, LITTLE

FLEET TUG SEMINOLE

P——



WALL: 2 - TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED IT
04/25/1991 PANEL 107 - TYPE D -~ FACE L

U.S5. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
DAMAGED DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

BATTLESHIPS
NORTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA

HEAVY CRUISERS

CHESTER, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS,
PENSACOLA, PORTLAND,
SALT LARE CITY, SAN FRANCISCO

LIGHT CRUISERS
BOISE, HELENA, SAN JURAN,
ACHILLES (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

DESTROYERS
ARRON WARD, BUCHANAN, FARENHOLT,

GWIN, HUGHES, LA VALETTE, MAHAN,
MUGFORD, O'BANNON, PATTERSON,
RALPH TALBOT, SMITH, STERETT

DESTROYER MINESWEEPER ZANE

CORVETTE
KIWI (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT PT-59

TRANSPORTS
BARNETT, ZEILIN

CARGO_SHIPS
ALCHIBA, ALHENA

SEAPLANE TENDER MC FARLAND







WALL: 1 - TITLE ~ THE NAVAIL CAMPAIGN
04/25/1991  PANEL 104 - TYPE C - FACE R

THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN

FROM THE INITIAL LANDINGS ON 7 AUGUST 1942 TO THE
JAPANESE EVACUATION OF GUADALCANAL IN FEBRUARY 1943,
THE U.S. AND THE JAPANESE NAVIES WERE ENGAGED IN SEVEN
SPECIFIC NAVAL BATTLES. IN ADDITION, THROUGHOUT THE
CAMPAIGN, NUMEROUS SMALLER NAVAL ACTIONS TOOK PLACE
INVOLVING CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, NAVAL AIRCRAFT, MOTOR
TORPEDO BOATS AND SUBMARINES IN WHICH PLANES AND SHIPS
OF BOTH SIDES WERE DAMAGED OR SUNK. SO MANY JAPANESE
AND AMERICAN SHIPS OF ALL CLASSES WERE SUNK, INCLUDING
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS, THAT THE WATER AREA
BETWEEN GUADALCANAL AND FLORIDA ISLAND BECAME KNOWN AS
*IRONBOTTOM SOUND."

THE FIRST SIX ENGAGEMENTS WERE MAJOR NAVAL
BATTLES: FOUR OF THESE WERE NIGHT GUNFIRE ACTIONS AND
TWO WERE CARRIER-AIR BATTLES. THE SEVENTH (RENNELL
ISLAND) WAS A TYPICAL SEA-AIR BATTLE SIMILAR TO MANY
OTHERS FOUGHT DURING THE GUADALCANAL CARMPAIGN, BUT THE
ONLY ONE OF SUFFICIENT MAGNITUDE TO BE RECORDED IN
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY WITH A NAME OF ITS OWN.

1. SAVO ISLAND, 9 AUGUST 1942

2. THE EASTERN SOLOMONS, 24-25 AUGUST

3. CAPE ESPERANCE, 11-12 OCTOBER

4. THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, 26-27 OCTOBER

5. NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL, 12-15 NOVEMBER
6. TASSAFARONGA, 30 NOVEMBER

7. RENNELL ISLAND, 29-30 JANUARY 1943






WALL: 1 - TITLE - BATTLE OF EASTERN SOLOMONS
04/25/1991 PANEL 103 - TYPE D - FACE R

THE BATILE OF THE ERSTERN BOLOMONS
24=-25 AUGUST 1942

FOR THIS BATTLE THE JAPANESE PLANNED TO LAND
REINFORCEMENTS ON GUADALCANAL WHILE A LARGE PART OF
THEIR COMBINED FLEET ATTACKED THE U.S. AIRCRAFT
CARRIERS. THE PLAN INCLUDED A DIVERSIONARY GROUP
WHICH WOULD INVITE ATTACK BY AMERICAN NAVAL AIRCRAFT
WHILE THE MAIN JAPANESE AIR ASSAULT WAS LAUNCHED
AGAINST THE U.S. CARRIERS.

THE RESULTING BATTLE WAS INDECISIVE. A JAPANESE
LIGHT CARRIER OF THE DIVERSIONARY GROUP WAS SUNK AND
THE U.S. CARRIER ENTERPRISE WAS DAMAGED BY DIVE
BOMBERS. ON 25 AUGUST U.S. MARINE DIVE BOMBERS FROM
HENDERSON FIELD ATTACKED THE JAPANESE TRANSPORTS
STOPPING THEM FROM LANDING REINFORCEMENTS. ALSO THAT
DAY A JAPANESE DESTROYER WAS SUNK BY A U.S. ARMY HEAVY

BOMBER.






WALL: 2 - TITLE: GUADALCANAL NAVAL BATTLE I
04/25/1991 PANEL 108 - TYPE C = FACE R

THE NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL
12-15 NOVEMBER 1942

12 NOVEMBER THIS GREAT BATTLE BEGAN ABOUT 1400 HOURS
WITH JAPANESE RIR ATTACKS ON U.S. TRANSPORTS UNLOADING
TROOPS AND SUPPLIES. THE ENEMY LOST A LARGE NUMBER OF
PLANES BUT A U.S. HEAVY CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE
DAMAGED.

12 NOVEMBER SHORTLY BEFORE 0200 HOURS 13 NOVEMBER A
DEVASTATING NIGHT ACTION WAS JOINED SOUTHEAST OF SAVO
ISLAND. THE FIGHTING WAS AT SUCH CLOSE RANGE THAT THE
OPPOSING FLEETS BECAME INTERMINGLED. U.8. LOSSES
WERE TWO LIGHT CRUISERS AND FOUR DESTROYERS SUNK. THE
FLAGSHEIP, A HEAVY CRUISER, DAMAGED THE AFTERNOON
BEFORE BY ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS STRUCK REPEATEDLY BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE. ANOTHER HEAVY CRUISER WAS HIT BY A
TORPEDO AND A LIGHT CRUISER AND THREE DESTROYERS WERE
DAMAGED BY NAVAL GUNFIRE. THE JAPANESE LOST TWO
DESTROYERS SUNK AND THREE DESTROYERS DAMAGED. THEIR
GREATEST LOSS WAS A BATTLESHIP SO HEAVILY DAMAGED BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE THAT U.S. CARRIER-BASED AIRCRAFT AND
MARINE PLANES FROM HENDERSON FIELD WERE ABLE TO SINK
IT LATE IN THE AFTERNOON.

14 NOVEMBER AFTER MIDNIGHT 13-14 NOVEMBER A JAPANESE
NAVAL BOMBARDMENT UNIT SHELLED HENDERSON FIELD. AT
DAWN THE BOMBARDMENT UNIT WAS ATTACKED BY MARINE AND
NAVAL AIRCRAFT FROM HENDERSON FIELD AND AIRCRAFT FROM
THE APPROACHING U.S. CARRIER ENTERPRISE. THE ENEMY
LOST A HEAVY CRUISER. ALSO TWO HEAVY CRUISERS, A
LIGHT CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE DAMAGED.

IN THE AFTERNOON AN ENEMY REINFORCEMENT GROUP OF
ELEVEN DESTROYERS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS LOCATED
STEAMING TOWARD GUADRLCANAL. ALTHOUGH SEVEN OF ITS
TRANSPORTS WERE SUNK, THE JAPANESE CONTINUED ON THEIR
ASSIGNED MISSION AFTER TRANSFERRING THE TROOPS TO THE
DESTROYERS. LANDING OF THE TROOPS AND SUPPLIES BEGAN
ABOUT 0400 HOURS THE FOLLOWING MORNING.



WALL: 2 = TITLE: GUADALCANAL NAVAL BATTLE II
04/25/1991 PANEL 107 - TYPE D - FACE R

SHORTLY BEFORE MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER A U.S.
TASK FORCE OF TWO BATTLESHIFS, WASHINGTON AND SOUTH
DAKOTA, AND FOUR DESTROYERS QPENED FIRE ON A SECTION
OF THE ENEMY'S FLEET EAST OF SAVO ISLAND. TWO OTHER
GROUPS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WEST AND SOUTH OF SAVO
ISLAND QUICKLY ENGAGED THE U.S. FORCE. A JAPANESE
DESTROYER, SEVERELY DAMAGED, WAS SUNK THE NEXT DAY.
OF THE FOUR U.S. DESTROYERS ENGAGED, TWO WERE SUNK.
THE OTHER TWO WERE DAMAGED AND ORDERED TO RETIRE.
ONE OF THESE WRS SUNUK LATER DY U.S. FORCES.

15 NOVEMBER AT ABOUT MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER THE TWO
U.S. BATTLESHIPS MET THE FOURTH AND STRONGEST GROUP OF
THE ENEMY FLEET. SOUTH DAKOTA WAS CAUGHT BY ENEMY
SEARCHLIGHTS, WHEREUPON THE ENTIRE ENEMY FLEET
CONCENTRATED ITS FIRE ON IT, IGNORING WASHINGTON.

THIS WAS FATAL TO THE SECOND JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WHICH
WASHINGTON PUT OUT OF ACTION IN SEVEN MINUTES. TWO
ENEMY HEAVY CRUISERS WERE ALSO DAMAGED BY THE TWO U.S.
BATTLESHIPS. DUE TO THE CONCENTRATED FIRE, SOUTH
DAKOTA WAS FORCED TO RETIRE AND WASHINGTON TURNED
NORTHWEST T0O LURE ENEMY SHIPS AWAY FROM SOUTH DAKOTA.
THE JAPANESE FLEET FOLLOWED BUT SOON WITHDREW. THE
DAMAGED JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WAS ABANDONED AND SUNK.

AT DAYLIGHT ARMY, NAVY AND MARINE AIRCRAFT
ATTACKED THE FOUR REMAINING TRANSPORTS OF THE
REINFORCEMENT GRQUP. A LONE U.S. DESTROYER FROM
TULAGI APPEARED AND DESTROYED THE TRANSPORTS.

THUS ENDED THE GREATEST SEA BATTLE OF THE
GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN. ALTHOUGH THE U.S. NAVY LOST
MORE COMBATANT SHIPS, THE ENEMY LOSS OF TWO
BATTLESHIPS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS FAR MORE
SERICUS. THE JAPANESE NEVER AGAIN SENT LARGE NAVAL
FORCES INTO THE WATERS ARCUND GUADALCANAL. THE BATTLE
WAS DECISIVE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THAT ISLAND.
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JAPANESE NAVAL VESSELS

SUNE OR DAMAGED DURING THE

GUADALCANAL CRMPAIGN

SHIP

BATTLESHIPS
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
LIGHT CARRIERS
HEAVY CRUISERS
LIGHT CRUISERS
DESTROYERS
SUBMARINES
TRANSPORTS

CARGO SHIPS

SUNK

2

11

13

DAMAGED

N it 2

20






U.S.5. Monssen (DD-435)

Photograph Credits

Description Source Code/ldent. No.

Historical plate NA 19-N=24705

Sponsor Mrs. Mons Monssen, 5/16/40 NA 19-N-23294

Launching ceremony, Bremerton, WA NA 19=N=-232363

Commissioning ceremony, 3/1u4/u41 NA 19=-N=24722

Broad on stbd. bow, ufway, 3/14/41 NA 19=N-24725

Kearny (DD=-432) w. Monssen 10/17/41 NA 80-6-28788

Hornet (CV-8) launching B8-25's RWP N-121A
Hornet, B8-25 taking off, 4/18/42 RWFP N-1224
Alongside Enterprise, 5/19/42 RWP N=4622

Enterprise (CV-6) u/attack 8/24/42 NA 80-G-17471

Alhena (AK-26), port beam NA 80~G~18024
20-mm. Oerl! ikon mount, 1942 NA 19=N=31965

Monument, Purvis Bay, Florida Is. NA 80-G-275700

Monument plaque (on above ), 1544 NA 80-G-240318

¥ ok ¥ oE OK % R X X X X X X X ¥

Key to Sources:

NA

RWP

Nat ional Archives [i

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740=-6001

Still Picture ref.: (301 ) 713-6625, Ext. 234
{Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)
Real War Photos

P.O., Box 728

Hammond, IN 46325

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
July, 1997






U.5.5. Monssen (DD-436)
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2006 ADDENDUM

Dedicat jon in 194k of the Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Islandg,
British Soloman Isiands, to honor ". . the officers and men of
the United States and Allied Navies who died in the fierce Bat-
tles in 'Iron Bottom Bay'" during the Guadalcanal Campaign, Au-
gust 7, 1942 to February 9, 1943,

Editor!s Note:

Around 1995 £/ izabeth ('Bettsy!) R. Perkins Shaw sent me
copies of several handwritten letters she had received early in
1944 from her first husband, Commander Van Ostrand Perkins, USN
(K.l.A.).  In 2002 most of his letters were included in Bettsy
Shaw'!s memoir, Beside Me Still, published by the Naval Institute
Press shortly after she died. However, his letters regarding the
dedicat ion ceremony were edited out by the publ isher.

This addendum consists of typed excerpts from these letters
plus a remarkable photograph of the dedicat ion ceremony which I
discovered only a few years ago (National Archives Il; 127~
GW1008, #80529 ).

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






Florida Island Monument on Purvis Bay
(Ded icated on April 30, 1944)

Excerpts from letters written to Mrs. El izabeth R, P. Shaw by her
first husband, Cdr. Van Ostrand Perkins, USN (KIA 'wlhi )} in 194y,

Today was one of those days - in fact, it was the first busy
one I've had in a long time. | was away from the ship all day
and couldn't write more on this letter this morning and afternoon,
as | expected to, and get it in the mail., It will go tomorrow.

well, my busy day was about the memor ial ceremony we plan to
have. | went with a Captain Carter on what 1 thought would be an
hour's visit with the Admiral to iron out the details. The
Admiral set the date for this Sunday and indicated what he would
I ike to have and who he wanted to have invited, etc.. well, I
am the "glad hand boy", so I got the [ist of guests typed up and
arranged and started the dust flying on some of the details.

Like getting the chaplins Ilined up and telling them what we want,
getting the band arranged for and so forth. Then this arternoon
Captain Carter gave me one of his fast boats and | went five
miles or so up the |ine to another part of the naval settlement
extending tidings and invitations to certain U.S. naval and New
Zealand-Austragl ian naval people. 1 didn't get back to the ship
unt il after five, It was an interesting boat ride I had though,
because I'd never been up to that part of the area berore, There
are no roads as llve said, and it's all jungle between here and
there - so all communnication has to be by boat and not by cars.

Tomorrow [ have to go over to s about 20 miles
across the bay, and call on more dignitaries and invite them,
get a Vice Admiral to agree to make a speech and arrange fror
photographers and publicity from a Photographic Squadron. That
will be another full day's job I Fear.

I enjoy doing this, however, for many reasons, not the least
of which is the fact that [ get off the ship all the time and am
getting a regular Cook'!s tour of this area, seeing it at close
hand. Much of it is well! known and famous which l've seen from
the distance but have never really been close to. OF course it
is all so built up now by us that it would be unrecognizable
almost to those who Ffirst landed.

It is amazing what kind of people Americans are. We fland
in the middile of the jungle and In no time have a little area
cleared, through which we build roads, put up piers, storehouses,
shops, etc. - and where there are roads you must watch to see that
you aren!t run over by jeeps, giant trucks and everything on wheels.
There is nothing permanent here, and I doubt If much money has been
wasted, but we certainl/y do move in on a place with our machinery.
1'11 bet we have more trucks, steam shovels, tractors, etc. in a
small area | ike this than all the contractors in the Philippine
Istands had together, and if the Japs judged us by our efforts in
the Philippines, how wrong they were.

There must be much consternation in Tokyo these days, because
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in the Pacific the war is humming along at a great rate; probably
even better than most of us realize,
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we had a meeting of the Board of Governors of the Club, and
! find that on the Board are a Captain, four Commanders, four
Lieut, Comdrs. and two Lisuts.. | am giad ! have the job, because
this being in such a history-making area, they have plans to make
it a sort of permanent part of America by erecting a suitable
plaque and having the Ijttl/e monument dedicated with a large cere-
mony and so forth., So [, having a very personal interest in any
dedjcation, volunteered to serve on the committee for the arrange-
ments of this ceremony. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
know that they are going to do something to commemorate and make
a permanent record orf the achievements that resulted from the hard
Fighting and unimaginable hardships and work that has taken place
in this area. You probably have to have fought over |t and come
back to get the feeling that | have. People who arrive today
can’t ever imagine what it was like "in the old days."

X X N X N X K X X K X X

I've enclosed the [ittle program for our ceremony which took
place this morning. It went off very well and very smoothly I
thought, and I had a front row place to stand = right where the
activities were, There were numerous cameramen taking pictures,
and | expect that they will send me a set in as much as | asked
for it, organized them and gave them all some beer afterwards.

Friday | flew over to in one of our planes to /ine
up and invite the "big wigs" stationed there and the press, It
certainly was a delightful trip. It was a beautiful day, and it
was nice to fly and to see some of the country from the air, as
scenically - and from a distance - it is very grand looking.

After we landed | got a jeep and driver from one of the
officers, and in driving around inviting the guests ! had a good
chance to look things over and was duly impressed by the activity,
accompl ishments and mud.

I saw Ronnie Rankin this morning at the ceremony and expect
to have a few beers with him later this afternoon. | also bumped
into two people you don't know. One was the ex-Chief Boatswain's
Mate of the Atlanta - he is now an officer - and the other, a lad
who was on one of the destroyers that got sunk that unforgetabie
night. We were together in the hospital in New Zealand. It cer-
tainly was nice to see those two again. [ always | ike to see old
friends, and particularly when we have something great in common.







A bronze plaque, dedicated "In memory of the officers and men of the United
States and Allied Navies who gave their |ives at Ilron 8ottom Bay, 1942-43,7
was unveliled on April 30, tSuu, The plaque overlooks Purvis Bay, an inlet
in Florida Island, British Solomon Islands Protectorate, about twenty miles
northeast of Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. U,S. Navy vessels sunk by the
enemy (n the Bay and near vicinity included seven cruisers, tweive destroy-
ers and three destroyer transports. (Archives 11, College Park, MD)







About The Editor

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., Commander, USNR (Ret.), received
his commission through the NROTC Program at Dartmouth Col-
lege in 1950, Following graduation he saw action off Korea
aboard the USS Douglas H. Fox (DD-779) when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this period
have been donated to the Naval Historical Foundation, and two
of them appeared in the coffee-table book, The Navy, pub-

{ ished by the Foundation In 2000. After completing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
account ing and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
pany In Waltham, Massachusetts.

In 1993 he developed a strong interest in naval history
and began editing a series of illustrated ships! histories
primarily of U.S. destroyers sunk in World War II. Primary
source documents such as action reports, ships! war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his-
tories as well as many firsthand accounts. His booklets are
not for sale, but he sends compl imentary copies to the survi-
vors and to the families of crewmembers killed on these ves-
sels.

Commander Wilde is a [ife member of the Naval Historical
Foundat ion and the U.S. Naval Institute.







Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in wWorld war 11)

United States Ship

Aaron Ward (DD-483)
Barton (DD~599)
Borie (DD=-215)
Colhoun (APD=2)
Corry (DD-463)

Cushing (DD-376)
DeHaven (DD-469 )
Douglas H. Fox (DD-77%)
Drexler (DD-74t1)
Duncan (DD-485)

Emmons (DMS=22)
Fiske (DE~-143)
Glennon (DD-620)
Halligan (DD-584 )
Hammann (DD-412)

Laffey (DD-455)
Lansdale (DD=-428)
McFarland (AVD-14)
Meredith (DD=-726)
Monssen (DD-436)

Perry (DMS-17)
Preston (DD=373)
Spence (DD=-512)
Strong (0D=467)
walke (DD=-U16)

Notes:

Date Sunk/

Damaged

O4 /07 ju3
11/13/u2
11/01 /43
08/30/u2
06/05 /4

11/13/42
02/01/u3

(05/17/45)

05/28/45
10/12/u2

oujo6/us
08/02 /4y
os/10/uy
03/26/45
06/06/42

11/13/42
Ou/20/ul4

(10/16/42)

06/05 /4y
11/13/42

09/13/ub
11/15/u2
12/18/ 44
07/05/43
11/15/u2

Area

Kilied]
wounded'

Guadalcanal
GFuadalcanal
North Atlantic

Tulagi
Normandy

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal

Ok Inawa
Ok inawa

Guadalcanal

Ok inawa

North Atlantic

Normandy
Ok inawa
Midway

Guadalcanal
Med iterranean
Guadalcanal

Normandy

Guadalcanal

Angaur/Pelel iu
Guadalcanal
Luzon, P.1.
Cent. Sofomons
Guadalcanal

* X X X X X ¥ X X ¥

¥ Total! for two engagements with the enemy

4271 39%
164/32
27/00
51718
2455

72167
168 /40
10/36
158/5u
48/35

§0/78
33/65
25/49%
160/u3
E4/63

59/114
u9/76
12/13
35/28
145/37

g/17
117/26
315/24

45/81
82 Jug

1 Includ ing those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.

Commander,
June, 2005

USNR (Ret, )






Locat ions #here Historical Comoilatjons by the £ditor
Are Available For Ressarchers

/

Tair Zoo, Guadalcanal Campaign Collection, Potage, Michigan
ECU Manuscript Collection, Jovner Library, Greenviiie, NC
Louisiana Naval War Memor ial Library, Baton Aouge, Louisiana

Zia ine Mar it ime Museum Library, Bath, Maine
Mariners! Museum Research Library, Newport News, Virginia
Mystic Seaport'!s G. W. Blunt White Library, Mysticg Connecticut

Nat ional Archives [l Library, College Park, Maryland
Nat ional D-Day Museum Library Collection, New Orteans, LA
Nat ional Museum of Pacific war, ¥ar Stud/es, Fredericksberg, TX

Naval Historical Center, Navy Dept. Library, Yashington Navy Yard
» Operational Archives 3ranch, Washington Navy Yard
y Ships! Histories 8ranch, washington Navy Yard

Navai war College, Naval Historical Collection, Newport, R!
N.Y. Public Library, 42nd & 5th Ave., Room 315, New York, N.Y.
2Portland Publ ic Library, Portland Room, Portland, Maine

“rin can Sailors, Inc., Research Library, Somerset, Massachusetts
US Naval Academy, Nimitz Library Special Coiiections, Annapol is
U.S. Naval Institute, History Division, Beach Hall, Annapol is, MD

U.8, Navy Memorial's Research Library, Washington, 0.C.
USS Slater (DE-766) Library, Albany, New York

* % K Kk K F* X X X X

Notes:
1 Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:

4daron Ward, Barton, Golhoun, Cushing, DeHaven, Duncan, Laffey,
McFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walke.

€ Oniy Bath-built ships: DeHaven, Drexlier, Emmons, Meredith,
Soence, Strong

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy Beachhead: Corry, @fennaon,
Meredith

4 By appointment only: (3508) 677~0515

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006
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Warships and Marine Corps Museum
(INTERNATIONAL)

Telephone: 290-3466 G.P.0. BOX 3949
SYDNEY, N.5.W. 2001

Commander E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., USNR (Ret)., AUSTRALIA

1210 Greendale Avenue,
Needham, MA 02192-4622
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. l4th September, 1995

Dear Commander Wilde,

Received and greatly appreciated your fine histories on
USS McFARLAND (DD-237/AVD-14) and USS MONSSEN (DDb-436). They were
read with great interest and have “Deen IncTluns in the Museum
library. I hope the small donation of J5540.00 will cover some of
the costs in preparation and postage.

I was particulary interested in the USS MONSSEN history. In
August 1992, during the 50th Anniversary of the Guadalcanal Campaign,
I spent some time talking with Bert Doughty, a survivor of MONSSEN's
last battle. We sat in the garden of the Medana Hotel looking out
at Iron Bottom Sound where his ship was lost. Bert told me about the
nignt of the battle and how the crew of the MONSSEN always regarded
Savo Island as something of a bad luck symbol -- for every time they
sighted Savo they knew there would be yet another Naval battle round
the corner! The ship was on its way to Brisbane when it was hurriedly
ordered to return to Guadalcanal...

We would of course appreciate copies of your USS AARCON WARD
(DD-483), USS COLHOUN (APD-2}, USS DUNCAN (DD-485), USS LAFFEY (DD-459),
USS SEMINOLE {(AT-65), USS STRONG (DD-467), and USS WALKE (DD-416)
booklets. They would assist us greatly with research and would be an
important addition to the library. As the researcher and compiler of
these fine histories, we would request that you kindly sign each of
the booklets on the inside page beneath the qucte from President
John F. Kennedy.

Would it be possible to give us some background (for inclusion
in the Museum archives) as to your service in the United States Naval
Reserve? Did you serve in the Navy during World War 2, and if so,
could you give us some details as to ships you served aboard? You
have done an excellent job in compiling these fine histories and any
details as to your own Naval background would be of interest.

With Best Wishes,

Yours Sincerely,

Lluid Herroon.

Paul Morrison.








