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1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E£3
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Hammann survivors and famil ies of their shipmates:

As you can see from the "About the Editor? page at the back
of my booklet, [| have no connection with your ship. [ chose to
compile an illustrated history of the Hammann salely because a
fellow naval historian suszgested that your ship would be an inter-
esting choice for another booklet in my series on destroyer-type
ships sunk in world war [lI.

Now that I've completed my bookliet ['m very grateful for my
friend's suggestion. The Hammann participated in the First two
"ecarrier" battles of the war, and with the help of archivists at
the National Archives and the Naval Historical Center | was able
to assemble a considerable amount of primary source material. I'm
indebted also to Elmer Jones for his well-written, detailed per-
sonal account of the sinking on June 6, 1942,

My early distribution has included eight naval museums/!i-
braries and the famil ies of;

RAdm, Arnold £, True, USN (2 sons)

Lt. Raiph W, Elden, USN (son)

Lt. Martin H. Ray, Jr., USN (3 brothers)

George W. Kapp, Jr., Coxswain (sister and 2 brothers)

Robert J. Ballard, Seaman 1st Class (his cousin the explorer)

I've barely started to send copies to the survivors, but [lve
obtained a 1998 address | ist from Joe Sanes (S2c in 1942) to work
from. If any of you have current addresses for vour shipmates
please pass on that information to me. It will save me a lot of
phone caltls which 1'l! have to make to confirm an old address.
Unfortunately, [ don't expect to have any extra copies, but [ hope
you'll have copies made at a copying store for your families. (1
suggest a spiral binder.)

I never charge for my booklets, but modest contributions will

be appreciated to help cover my costs.

Thank you for yOur serv:cg,

(/% A
E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
(781 ) 445-0392
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his |ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"1 served in the United States Navy.”

- President John F. Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August 1, 1563.






FROM
WL OE. RITULAINE -
FARHERIE - LU £ UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION

FRSSALLY
NEW YORK

WFFICE OF
ABHISTANT TO CHAIRMAN

FOR RELEASE: After $:00 A. M.
' S Saturday, February 4, 1939

..-é-." . J.3 Feby 4 = Two Ha"}" destroyers, -t;h'e U.S.,S. ANDERSON

and the U,.S.§. HAMMANN figi:red ina "double;-ba.ri'ellad" _launohing hsre this morn=-
ing in the yards of the Fedemi Shipﬁuilding and Dry Dock Co., United States
Steel subsidiery, ' | | |

Both ships in this unusual ocersmony were constrpcted on adjacent
ways and were launched et high tide, the EAJM-N at 8:35 and the ANDERSON 20
minutes leter.

The ANDERSON was named for the late Rear Admiral Alexander Anderson,
Neval hero in the Spenish-Amsricen War, who died September 23, 1933, His widow,
Hrss Mertie Loreine Anderson of Wilmington, H. G., was designatéd Ly Secretary
Swenson as sponsor of the ship.

‘Miss Lillian Hammenn, 14, of Baltimore, Md., sponsored the U,3.S.
HAMMANN, namsd in honor of her uncle, Ensign Charles Hazeltine Hammenn, U. S,
Haval Reserve, who wes k:illed_in active duty June 14, 1919, at Langloy FMeld,
Virgin.io.. A recoption for the sponsors was hold in tho Yard Restaurant imuodie
ately after the launching seremonies.

Both of the vossels launched today cost about $5,000,000 each, are
834 fect long, and will carry fiveminch guns.

s

NOTE TQ EDITOR: Acarsdited Navy passes reguired for reportors and news photograph-
ors attending the launching may be obtained from the Commendant of the Third Navel
Distriet, Nevy Yards, New Yorlk, ¥. Y. Passes must Ea_e sutmitted to Assistent In=
spactor of Machinery and Assistant Superintending Constructor et Receptionist's
desk in the General Office Building of the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Come

pany, Lincoln Highway, Keerny, N. J., et 8:15 A. M. Specinl buses will leave from
Public Service Terminal in Journal Square, Jersey City at B8:00, 8:05, and 8:10.

February &, 1529












ENSTIGN CHARLES HAZELTINE HAMMANN, U.S.N.R.

Ensign Charles Hazeltine Hammann was born March 16, 1892 at Baltimore,
Maryland. He was appointed to the provisional rank of Ensign in Naval Reserve
Flying Corps October 14, 1918, and served overseas until January 21, 1919. He
was killed while on active duty June 14, 1919, at Langley Field, Va. He was
awarded the Silver Medal for Military Valor by the King of Italy and the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor with the Citation:

"For extraordinary heroism as a pilot of a seaplane on August
21, 1918, when with three other planes he tock part in a patrol
for dropping propaganda on Pola. They encountered and attacked
a superior force of enemy land planes and in the course of an
engagement which followed, the plane of Ensign George H. Ludlow
was shot down and fell in the water five miles off Pola. En-
sign Hammann immediately dived down and landed on the water
close alongside the disabled machine where he took Ludlow on
board and, although his machine was not designed for the double
load to which it was subjected, and although there was danger
of attack by Austrian planes, made his way to Porto Corsini."

k k k k k Kk * % k %k *k Kk * %

Source: Naval Historical! Center, Ships! Histories Branch, Washing~
ton Navy Yard, (Retyped: E£. 4. Wilde, Jr., 7/10/03)
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The Sims-class destroyer U.85.5. Hammann (DD-412) was [launched at the Fed-
eral Shipbuilding & Orydock Co., Kearny, New Jarsey, on February 4, 1939,
The vessel! was commissioned at the New York Navy Yard on August 11, 1939,
Comdr. Arnold E. True, USN, in command. (OfFFiciatl U.S. Navy Phrotograph)







USS Hammann (DD-412) being towed, probably from her builder in New Jarsay, to New York for her commissioning
August 11, 1939, Major changes in her armament were made before she was transferred to the Pacific in 1942,
As shown, she was armed with five 5-in./38 dual-purpose guns. Her Mount 3 (forward-facing) and Mount 4 were
open, while Mount 5 had only a half shield with a canvas top. Later, Mount 3 was el iminated, along with the
tall searchlight tower, and both after mounts had half shields with canvas tops, Also, instead of the three
quadruple torpedo-tube mounts shown (with two on the main deck, port and starboard) one mount was landed and
two quadruple mounts were center-!ined on the deckhouse, Prior to Worild War Il the shipts antiaircraft bat-
tery consisted of four .50-caliber water-cooled machine guns, but these were replaced with four 20-mm Oerl i~
kon machine cannons which fired explosive shells. (U.S. Naval! Institute Collection.)







In 1941 the 20-mm Oerl! ikon air-cooled machine gun began to replace the .50-cal.
water-cooled machine gqun as the Navy's standard /ight antiaircrarft weapon. (It
wds also called a machine canncn because it fired explosive shells.) This ear-
ly Mark 4% version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion cperator (to ad fust the height of the gun carriage) and two lcaders.
When fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set=
ter was also required to enter range data, The Oerlikon had an efrective range
of 1,600 yards and FPired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (OFfficial USN Photo.)







Office of Naval Records and History
Ships'Histories Section
Navy Department

HISTORY OF USS HAMMANN (DD 412)

The story of the HAMMANN is a story of a struggle for survival,
merciful rescue amid a bedlam of explosion and fire, and a ship going
beneath the waves as the last brave men aboard swam off her deck.
Here is partly the story of the last death struggle of the LEXINGTON
in the Coral Sea and the YORKTOWN in the Battle of Midway. '

USS5 HAMMANN was authorized by an Act of Congress 27 March 1934,
built at the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company of Kearny,
New Jersey, and launched on 4 February 1939, with Miss Lillian Hammann
of Baltimore, Maryland, serving as her sponsor. She was the niece of
Ensign Charles Hazeltine Hammann who was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor during World War I for extracordinary heroism, as a
pilot of a seaplane, in effecting a dangerous rescue of a fellow pilot.

Commissioned on 11 August 1939, HAMMANN saw many ports on her
shakedown and prewar cruises, visiting such places as Bermuda, San
Diego, San Francisco, Pearl Harbor, Argentina and Iceland. She was
at Iceland when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941.

January 1942 found the HAMMANN at Norfolk, Virginia. After re-
fueling, degaussing, and effecting minor repairs to her propeller,
she was underway on 6 January for Panama in company with the USS NEW
MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, PRESIDENT HAYES, and two destroyers in the anti-
submarine screen, USS MORRIS and ANDERSON. After steaming through
the Panama Canal the group headed for San Francisco, arriving 22 Jan-
uary. On 25 January, HAMMANN passed under the Golden Gate bridge
enroute to Pearl Harbor and the Pacific Theater. It was the last
time HAMMANN was ever to see the shores of the United States again.

On 16 February, after undergoing various drills and preparations
at Pearl Harbor, HAMMANN left with Task Force 17 enroute to the Canton
Island area, and later, to New Caledonia, where the force was joined
by Anzac units.

On 17 March HAMMANN anchored at Noumea, New Caledonia, and two
days later rendezvoused again with Task Force 17 and engaged in exer-
cises between New Caledonia and the New Hebrides Islands. 27 March
saw her steaming in the Coral Sea with Task Force 17, screening and
acting as plane guard for the purpose of rescuing pilots who landed
in the water. She returned to Tongatabu on 20 April and left again
for the Coral Sea on 27 April. .

HAMMANN was part of the YORKTOWN screen on 4 May when three air
attacks were launched against the Japs at Tulagi. Late that afternoon
she was ordered to rescue two fighter pilots who were forced down at
Guadalcanal, 42 miles to the north. Steaming at 30 knots, the ship
arrived at dusk and spotted a white marker on the beach which proved
to be a parachute tent about two miles east of Cape Henslow.

A motor whaleboat rescue party was put over the side at 1820
about 6,000 yards from the beach but could approach to within only
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150 yards as the roaring breakers were too heavy to attempt a landing.
Darkness and rain were of no help to Coxswain Kapp who swam through
the surf with a line to the pilots. All three were hauled back to

the motor shaleboat.

Since the boat officer had been instructed to destroy the planes
one of the pilots attempted to return to the beach with pyrotechnic
material to fire the planes. Enroute he became fouled in the line but
freed himself only to have the line foul the boat propeller. Paddling
hard to save the boat from beaching, the pilot was lost from view as
the boat drifted along the shore. Jason, BM 2/c, dove over the side
with knife and hacksaw and freed the propeller. In the meantime, the
pilot managed to reach the beach where he collapsed from exhaustion.

A half hour later he was located by the light of a flare, and Jason
plunged into the black surf and carried a line to the beach by which
both men were hauled back to the boat. Attempts to fire the plane
were abandoned for lack of time and the boat returned alongside the
ship at 2118.

There was good flying weather on 8 May with excellent visibility
all around. Task Force 17 was knifing through the pale blue ground
swells with flying fish lazily skimming away from the bow of each ship.
Suddenly an announcement was received that a large group of Jap tor-
pedo planes accompained by fighters was approaching at 30 miles. The
carriers launched intercepting planes on the double and the flying
fish hustled out of the way as speed was increased to 27 knots.

Within 15 minutes enemy torpedo planes were sighted coming in
for attack. LEXINGTON and other ships around her commenced firing.
Two torpedo planes roared in at the YORKTOWN, and HAMMANN got in four
salvoes before a torpedo was dropped. The torpedo sizzled ahead of
YORKTOWN just as a torpedo plane was coming down in flames ahead of
her.

HAMMANN picked up another torpedo plane flying overhead and fired
four more galvoes before her range was blocked by a cruiser. Seconds
later, the 20-millimeter guns forward laid a good burst into a tor-
pedo plane close ahead, scored several hits and watched it crash with
its torpedo. Just then, an explosion on the LEXINGTON indicated a
torpedo hit as four more torpedo planes came within range of HAMMANN's
guns. One started to smoke and crashed. These planes had already
dropped their torpedoes and "cease fire" was sounded to look for loaded
targets.

Several salvoes were fired at two planes racing southward, but
they quickiy passed out of range. Suddenly, dive bombers were sighted
diving out of the sun. HAMMANN opened fire as a bomb exploded near
YORKTOWN  and another raised a geyser of water 200 yards off HAMMANN's
starboard bow.

A five minute 1lull with only a dogfight visible to the south was
interrupted by a second wave of dive hombers coming in from the east.
The concussion and smoke of the guns started again as fire shifted
from one torpedo plane toc another.

LEXINGTON reported that her fires were not under control and
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assistance was reguired. Three destroyers were detailed to stand by
her. A serious explosion shook the carrier at 1535, and shortly there-
after HAMMANN was ordered to relieve PHELPS in standing by. HAMMANN
took station astern of LEXINGTON, which was now out of control and
making 20 knots.

By the morning of 9 May, LEXINGTON had slowed considerably and
was circling with full rudder until she finally stopped dead in the
water and drifted. HAMMANN circled in close and rescued men in the
water with lines and cargo nets over the side. A whaleboat and gig
were used to tow life floats to the nearby MINNEAPOLIS. LEXINGTON wWas
lying in the trolgh of thée sea drifting to leeward at a rate of 1 to
2 knots, so that large numbers of men were unable to swim clear of the
ship or paddle their life boats clear. Small boats had unsuccessfully
tried to tow floats clear, but they were too heavily loaded with men.
HAMMANN maneuvered to go alongside of LEXINGTON but found it difficult
to prevent crushing men between the ships as LEXINGTON drifted much
faster than HAMMANN in this position. Although the side of the car-
rier was hot with smoke and flame escaping, HAMMANN picked up about
100 men from the water and from floats, including one seriously burned
man who had been hung over the side in a sea bag.

When HAMMANN backed clear of LEXINGTON at 1748, it was none to
soon, for a heavy explosion vented to starboard throwing flaming de-
bris for a distance of three or four hundred yards. Some fell on HAM-
MANN, but there were no casualties. At this time there were still
about 100 men on rafts under the carrier's port guarter. A line was
shot to the LEXINGTON's Captain and Executive Officer on the flight
deck and dropped to men in the water below who hung on as the line was
hauled aboard.

At about 1812 there was a heavy explosion amidships on the carri-
er which ripped up a large section of the flight deck. Flames ap-
peared for the first time on the topside. HAMMANN backed off a couple
of hundred yards, which was well, for shortly after this, a tremendous
explosion jolted the carrier. A great blossom of flame arose and with
it several airplanes and guantities of debris. From then on the ship
burned fiercely with a great pyrotechnic display as ammunition in rea-
dy stowage was exploded. .LEXINGTON was soon burning with raging
fires from énd to end and was a great torch against the sky until she
went down at a distance of about ten miles from HAMMANN.

The HAMMANN crew deserved much credit for the zeal with which
they assisted survivors on board, making possible the rescue of 478
men. At the same time she picked up many men and took them directly
to nearby cruisers. The crew also gave freely of their clothing and
the use of their bunks for the welfare and comfort of the survivors

During the night of 3 June, the radio receivers were humming with
reports of enemy ships. One small group of cargo ships with escort
was steaming 450 miles west of Midway. Another large group including
battleships, cruisers and a carrier, was approaching 700 miles from
Midway at 20 knots. Task Forces 16 and 17 were north by northeast of
Midway .

On the morning of 4 June, scouting planes from Midway sighted an
enemy force of 2 battleships, 2 heavy cruisers, and 4 carriers with
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destroyers about 200 miles southwest of the Task Force. Air attack
groups were launched and the force steamed on a closing course. About
1300 as the first planes were returning from the attack, word was re-—
ceived that a large group of unidentified planes was approaching at

26 miles. The planes were signaled off and set out to intercept the
Japs.

There were about 18 Japs in the group and about half of them were
splashed, but the rest of them pressed on through to attack YORKTOWN
with two or three hits. HAMMANN opened up on the planes and shot down
one as it tried to escape after dropping its bombs. She scored prob-
able hits on other planes firing 120 rounds of 5-inch shells and 900
rounds of 20-millimeter shells.

As the smoke cleared, a friendly torpedo bomber circled the ship
and dropped a message stating that one of our torpedo bombers was
down B miles away. HAMMANN took no immediate action as YORKTOWN be-
gan to smoke heavily and slowed to a stop. There were sti1lil Jap planes
in the area and YORKTOWN needed all the protection she could get.

Five minutes later another friendly plane crashed in the water 2
miles ahead of HAMMANN. Enemy planes had cleared the vicinity by this
time and the pilot and radioman were pulled aboard. Sighting the rub-
ber boat of the plane previously reported, HAMMANN went to the rescue
again. The pilot was taken aboard slightly injured, but the radioman
wvas dead.

At about 1430, enemy planes were again reported approaching from
the west. YORKTOWN appeared to have her damage well under control, and
by making 15 knots she was able to launch her planes. Shortly after-
ward, a group of 12 to 18 torpedo planes made a direct attack on YORK-
TOWN from her port quarter. HAMMAN was able to fire a barrage just
astern of the YORKTOWN. About 6 or 8 enemy planes were shot down dur-
ing their approach. She then laid her guns on a plane ahead of YORK-
TOWN and picked him off with a five-inch burst. The attack was pressed
in to close range, and several torpedoes struck the YORKTOWN. HAMMANN
shot down two or three with 20-millimeter shells as the enemy planes
retired,.

As the acrid smell of gunpowder cleared, YORKTOWN listed heavily
and slowed to a stop. Screening vessels formed a circle around the
carrier, and 3 destroyers came in close to stand by. At about 1700
YORKTOWN started to abandon ship, and as the 3 destroyers began to fill
up with survivors, HAMMANN and HUGHES left the screen to assist in
Picking up men from the water and from life rafts around YORKTOWN.
Twice during rescue operations enemy planes were reported in the vicin-
ity but none approached. HAMMANN continued to pick up the last of the
survivors, B7 in all, including Captain Buckmaster, who was trans-
ferred to the ASTORIA along with two of his officers.

The following morning, after transferring survivors to PORTLAND,
HAMMANN took Captain Buckmaster aboard and along with BALCH and BENHAM
set course to return to the stricken YORKTOWN. The carrier was sighted
at 0400 in the morning, and after daylight HAMMANN came in close and
transferred Captain Buckmaster, 29 officers and 130 men to save
YORKTOWN. HAMMANN was later ordered to lie off close on the starboard
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bow and provide hoses and water for fighting fire. ©Unable to maintain
position accurately for effectiveness, she finally moored alongside
YORKTOWN with her bottom resting against YORKTOWN's bilge keel with
splinter mattresses and fenders dropped in between to prevent damage.

HAMMANN provided hoses for foamite systems, fire water, counter-
flooding and oil suction to shift oil from one tank to another in an
effort to correct the list and put out fires. Other services were
furnished, including coffee and food for the salvage party. By noon
the fires were under control and 3 degrees of list were removed.

All was going well until emergency signals were made by destroyers
in the screen and simultaneocusly, four torpedo tracks were sighted
600 yards on the starboard beam. HAMMANN signalled for full speed on
the inboard engine, and the 20-millimeter gun crews fore and aft fired
at the tracks in the hope of exploding the torpedoes. General Quarters
was sounded and many men had reached their battle stations when,
seconds later, the torpedoes struck.

The first torpedo appeared to pass under HAMMANN and exploded
against the side of YORRTOWN. A second torpedo struck HAMMANN in the
#2 fireroom and apparently broke the ship's back as it sagged notice-
ably. The forward bulkhead of the forward fireroom carrijed away and
great quantities of oil, water and debris were blown high into the
air, coming down on both YORRTOWN and HAMMANN. The ships were blown
Clear of each other, parting all lines and hoses. HAMMANN's Command-
ing Officer received a heavy blow in the solar Plexus, breaking a rib
as he was thrown against a desk in the pilot house. As he was tempo-
rarily unable to talk or breathe, the Executive Officer noted that
the ship began to settle immediately and gave the order to abandon ship.

By the time the Commanding Officer was able to walk from the pilot
house to the starboard wing of the bridge, the main deck forward was
awash and the ship was settling rapidly by the head. Life rafts had
been launched, and a great many men were on the rafts or in the water.
With all men clear of the bridge, the Gunnery Officer, Executive Offi-
cer and the Captain climbed down the outside ladder to the forecastle
deck. The ship was sinking quickly and with the deck under their feet
submerged, all three swam clear.

It is estimated that the ship sank within 3 to 4 minutes from the
time of the first explosion. About one minute after the ship sub-
merged there was a heavy explosion underwater, judged to be either a
depth charge or one of HAMMANN's torpedoes which was seen to be running
in its tube as the ship was going down. The underwater explosion ap-
parently killed a large number of men in the water and injured about
85 more, of whom 26 died aboard BENHAM on the way back to Pearl Harbor.
0f a total of 13 officers and 228 men on board, two officers were
known to be dead and seven missing with twenty-six men known to be dead
and forty-five missing. Of the remainder, all were rescued by the
BENHAM and returned to Pearl Harbor except the Commanding 0fficer and
one man picked up by BALCH.

‘ During the action, all officers and men performed their duties
with coolness and efficiency. During the phase of action when survi-
vors were being rescued from the YORKTOWN all hands exerted every ef-
fort to rescue men in the water and care for them after they were
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brought aboard. The Medical Officer, Lieutenant (junior grage) J. H.
Peterson and Chief Pharmacist's Mate G. L. Banks worked all night and
the following day in caring for them. When HAMMANN Wwas torpedoed the
ship sank so quickly that there was little opportunity for direction

or supervision by officers in abandoning ship. Life rafts were prompt -~
ly launched and life jackets distributed from battle stations. There
were many instances of quick thinking and commendable conduct.

B. M. Kimbrell, TM/lc was particularly outstanding at a time when
many others were performing heroic acts. He remained on the stern of
the ship and made a final check of depth charges to see that they were
on "safe" and assisted several men over the side who had been tempo-
rarily disabled by shock. He provided 1life jackets to others and fi-
nally dove over the side himself without a 1life jacket as the stern
was submerging. He was among those missing and has been recommended
for a posthumous award of the Navy Cross.

Commander Arnold E. True, who was the Commanding Officer of USS
HAMMANN from the day she was commissioned until she was sunk by enemy
torpedoes, was awarded the Navy Cross and the Distinguished Service
Medal.

* * % % *

USS HAMMANN (DD 412) earned two Battle Stars on the Asiatic-
Pacific Area Service Medal, for participating in the following opera-
tions: 1 Star/Coral Sea - - - 4 to § May 1942

1 Star/Midway - - - - 3 to 6 June 1942

+ + + + +

STATISTICS
DISPLACEMENT 1,570 toms SPEED 37 knots
OVERALL LENGTH 348 feet, 4 inches BEAM 36 feet

COMPLEMENT 200 plus

* ¥ * * %

Stencilled October 46

Retyped July 03: E. A. Wilde, Jr.












Excerpt from Destrovers dn Act ion
by Richard A. Shafter.*

“4 Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Mendon the word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picture of 2 lirrle ship steam-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battlewagon's heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the licdle ship is tossing like 2 cork, with the white
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starhoard. There are 2 couple of
splashes on her portside and a moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tin fish she has sent on their
voyage of destructon. And a shorr while later there

is 2 terrific crash. The enemy’s sides and decks are -

clothed in sheews of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions tha tear her inwards apart. And another naval
battle is won.

It is an inspiring picture that has adomed many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship's chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it’s even more romantic than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
mzn who crews a *dncan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it's most versadile. If Kipling’s crack
about the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she’s a work-
horse.”

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on is way to church, it’s
all one to a farmer's workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine patrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed pattern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater mider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on a convoy of merchanmmen: running breath-
lessly and rongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and thea tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, al} enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aireraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
horned eggs to drop in waters the enemy’s fleet is cer-
tain to traverse. Then again, they might give her a

*New York: Cornell Maritime Press, 1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out ro sweep the
channels leading to 2 new invasion beach clear of the
mines which che enemy himself has sown there, and
then the nexr day convert her inro a fast transport and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yer on their way with reen-
forcements, supplies, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
that has landed them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of.

Then again, on dury with a task force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the acrual engagement begins, throwing a smoke
screen around the carrier or battlewagon to spoil the
enemy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
bartleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
Plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, iv’s the destroyer
that rushes in close, though the heat may blister whar
patches of paint are stll left on her sea-birren plates,
and rakes off the men still left alive afrer the unsuc-
cessful batde o save their doomed ship. As the huil of
the big capiral ship slowly drifts down with the tide,
a roaring inferno, yet still floating, it is the destroyer's
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bottom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands,

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer’s lot. Many a fiier, shot down by ack-
ack, or forced down in 2 gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefarigable DD would not
give up the search. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gallons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price thar any carrier gladly paid 1o 2
DD for each of irs fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DD's do it!” has almost become axiomaric
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverabiliry, their relacvely high firepower

OVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy’s true “expendables.”

The spirit of the little ships reflects itself in that of
their crews. Destroyermen are 2 bit apart from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man might get a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yet the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it's a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his parricular trade imposes upon him. He’s
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “sofries.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Patrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
forrable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. But let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn't ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed action, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nuwhell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on 2 DD. You gotta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master

. of the hard-boiled school of writing like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a little ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of dury
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Battleships are a little [ike steel cities or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying ficlds,

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boat, In the beautiful clean lines of her, in

her speed and roughness, in her curious gallantry.”
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In the Battle of the Coral Sea the USS Lexington (CV=-2) was sunk on
May 8, 1942, about 425 miles southwest of Guadalcanal. ODespite this loss
the battle was a strategic victory for the Allies because it caused the
Japanese to cancel their invasion of Port Moresby, Papua, New Guinea,
Following the Battle of Midway, the USS Yorktown (CV-5) and the USS
Hammann (DD~412) were torpedoed by a Japanese submar ine about 120 miles
north northeast of Midway (upper right) on June 6, 1942,

The Hammann
sank shortly after being hit, and the Yorktown capsized the next day.







Grumman F4F "Wildcat" fighters were embarked on both USS Lexington (CV-2)
and USS Yorktown (CV-5) early in World War 1I. The FkF-3 shown was a one
place fighter with a wingspan of 38 ft. and a maximum speed of 330 knots.
It was armed with six .50~cal. machine guns and 200 lbs. of bombs on wing
racks. On May &, 1542, four days before the Battle of the Coral/ Sea, the
Hammann's motor whaleboat crew made a daring rescue of two Wildcat pilots
who had crash-/anded on the southern coast of Guadalcanal. Three members
of the whaleboat crew waere awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal. Un-
fortunately, they were all killed a month later when the Hammann was sunk
on June 6th, following the Battle of Midway. {U.5, Navy Photograph.)







U.S.8. HAMMANN (412)

K’n“"?—".‘..'-“_-—-«-— - . ._,_u-._..-..._..- L At sea,
| gm , Hey 11, 1942.

Froms The Commander Destroyer Division THREE (Acting) and
Commanding Offlicer, U.3.5. HAMMANN,
To & The Commander 1n Cklef, U.8. Paciflic Fleet.

Via : (1) The Commasnder Deatroyer Squadron TWO (C.TeG. 17.4).
(2) The Commender Task Force SEVENTEEN.

Subjects Report of Actlon, HMay 4, 1942, near Talagi, Solomon,
Island.
Enclosures (4) Report of Rescue of Yorktown Aviators from Guadalcanal
Island.
1. On May 4, 1942, Destroyer Divlision Three less Hughes waa

opereating under Comrmander Task Force Seventeen in the Coral Ses. Comman-
der Destroyer Divlision Three was fommander Task Unit 17.5.2 consisting
of Hammann, Russell, and Walke, screen for carrier in casse of separabion
from other unlte of the force or surface attack. As the force was opera-
ting eg a unlt on thls date, vessels were operating under tactlcal com-
mand 6F Commender Destroyer Sguadron Two, acting &s Commender Task Group
17.4. Russell was detalled to remein as screen for Neosho at rendezvous.
On the evening of May 3, CTF=17 had recelvéd intelligence of enemy move-
ment to the viecinity of Talagl Ialand,oin the Solomon Group. AL 2030,
the Taslk Force set course and axls 000 T, spesd 27 knots, to reach m
sultable attack polnt at daylight.

2. The followlng 1s g chromnological table of events on May 4,
1942

GaloeTe LaCaTa

1928 0658 Youktown launched attack Groups.

1956 0725 Disposition chenged course to 040°T, speed 27.

2007 Q737 Formed enti-slreraft dlspositlon "V" on Yorktown.

2013 0743 Recelved report of en enemy carrler to west of Guadslcanel
Islend. The reporit later provgd to be ln error. Dis-
position changed course to 070 T, and increased speed to
o0 knota.

2030 0800 Position 11 -~ 11 8., 159 - 16 E. Weather cloudy, wind SE
force 3, vislbllity geod, sllght ses wlth no swell.

2230 1000 Atteck Groups rebturned from attack on vessels st Talagl
and were landed on CV.

2300 1030 Course of disposition chengced to NNW., speed 23 knois.
. -






U.5.5. HAMMANN (412)

¥ay 11, 1942

Subjects Report of Actlon, May 4, 1942, near Talsgi, Solomon
Tsland. (Continaed}
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GeCoeTe LeCuTs

2330 1100 Yorktown launched alr groups for second attack.
0108 1352 Yorktown recovered planes of second attack groups.

0315 1445 GV launched alr groups for third attack. Changed course
of dlsposition to South.

0810 1640, Hammann wes ordered to proceed Northward to Guadalcanel
Island to attempt reacue of pllots of two fighter planes
which had mede forced landings, due to lack of fuel, in
viecinity of Cape Henslow, 42 miles to Northward. Search
was to be abandoned Iln time to enable Hammann to rejoln
tisk force &t sun rise et Polnt YCorm", 325 miles south
?f}Gape Henslow. For report of this task see enclosure

Al.

Se No enemy vesssls or planes were sighted by the surface

vessels of the Task Force during thls esction. The Hammann weas kept
in condition of readliness I whlle gttecks were In progressa.

A.E.






U.S.S8. HAMMANN (412)

DD412/A9 At sea,
Mey 1Q, 1942

Froms The Commanding Qfficer. ‘
To ¢ The Commander in Chlef, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Viae ¢ (1) The Commander Destroyer 8quadron TWO (C.T.G. 17.4)
(2) The Commander Task Force SEVENTEEN.

Subjects Report of the rescue of Yorktown aviators from Guadsleansal,
Island.

Enclosure: (A) Suggested Citatlon.

l.  The Rammann was released %o carry out thls mission at s
polnt forty-two mlles from Cape Henslow, the reported landliang position
of the planes, and proceeded at hest speed of thirty kmots. At 1810, as
the ship neared the beach for the first time a white marker which later
proved to be a parachute tent was sighted on the beach sbout two mlles
east of the cape between two raln squalls. Shortly thereafter the di-
rector sighted both planes at the ‘same point. Darkness was falling,
hestened by heavy overcast and intermittent reln sgualls. The beach wes:
obscured by a squall for sbout flve minutes shortly after first sighting.

2. A motor whale boat was put over at 1820 about 6,000 yards
from the beach. The crew consisted of Ensign R.P.F. Enright, USNR, in
charge and HOLT, Jack Lewls, QMZ2c, TSN, JASON, Albert Stanley, BlE2e¢, USK,
KAPP, George Wilsonm, J»r., Cox, USN, AMATO, Emsrmel George, MMlec, USN and
PERRY, Kenneth Rolland, Sealc, USN. The boat arrlved at the beach just &t
dusk, was able to epproach wlithlin egbout 150 yards of the shore but found
the beach steep-to arnd the breakers too heavy to attempt a landing. The
water outslde the breakera was too deep to snchor satlsfactorlly.

Se The pllots Lt.(jg) E+.8. McCuskey and Ensign J.P. Adams
attempted to get off in thelr rubber boats but were thrown back by the
breskers. EKapp then carrled a line in through the surf to a polint at
which the aviators were able %o reach him and sll were pulled back to the
boat, The boat officer then found that the pilets haed been wnable to
destroy the planes although they had destroyed confidential gear and
pepers. Since the boat officer had been Ilnstructed to destroy the planes
he attempted to do so with small arms flre. This having no effect, Lt.
(jg) McCuskey then attempted to return %to the beach wlth pyrotechmic
meteriel for asnother try. Enroute he became fouled In the line about
him and freed himself of 1t. The free line became fouled 1in the boat pro-
pellers and the boat drifted along the beach, heing paddied out of the
surf while Jason dived and cleared the line with knife and hacksaw, Lt.
McCuskey manaeged to reach the beach but collapsed from exhaustlon and
there followed a pericd of a half hour when the boet crew haed no know-
ledge of hls whereabouts or safety., He was finally sighted Dby the llght
of a very star from the boat. Kapp then tried to carrled a line ashore
but had to give up and returm. Jason then sucessfully made the trip,
carrying in a line. Further futile attempts were made to flre the planes

which were abangdoned i lew of the need for heste._ Jason d McCusk
Eiig safefy hau%eg gacﬁ go ghe boat wihlch arrived alongagdea%he ngﬁ g
. .






May 10, 1942.

Subjects Report of the rescue of Yorktown aviators from Guadal-
canal, Island (Continusd)
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4, That the men were found and recovered was due to a
succession of most fortunate clrcumstences and to the skill and judgee
ment with which the boat was handled by Ensign Enright. Jason and
Eapp are bBlieved to deserve special commendation for their part in
swimming through heavy surf on an unknown shore in complete darkness
end rain. Without their courageous and continmued efforts at great risk
to themselvee the rescue would probably not have been effected. Both
men were placed on the sick list the following day with catarrhal fever
probably induced by exheustion and exposure.

A.Ed E
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T.S5.5. HAMMANY (412)
| Mey 10, 1942

'ENCLOSURE “A"

SUGGESTED CITATION

Ensign R.P.F. Enright, D=V(G), U.8. Naval Reserve

As offlcer in charge of a boat sent in to rescue two
aviators from Guadaslcanal Islsnd, on a strange coast, in darimess
and squally weather, in the vicinity of enemy forces, You exercised
excellent judgement, skill, initiative and perseverence in super-

vising and effecting a successful rescue under unusually difficult
circumstances.

You are hereby commended for the leadership dlsplayed on
this occaslon,

JASON, Albert Stanley, 243 62 90, BM2c, USN

As coxaweln of & boat sent in to rescue two aviators
forced down on Guedalcansl Island, on a strange coast, in darkness
and squally weather, in the vicinity of enemy forces, you dived
over board to clear a fouled propeller, you swam through heavy
surf and brought off successfully an exhausted man.

You are hereby commended for your courageous and exemplary
conduct on this occasion. :

KAPP, George Wilson, Jr., 243 63 19, Cox, USN

As a member of a boat crew sent In to rescue two aviators
forced down on Guasdalcanal Island, on a strange coast, In darkness
and squally weather, you swam through heevy surf toc carry = line
to bring off the men on shore. You later attempted to swim

through the surf a second time in order to bring off an exhausted
man,.

You are hereby commended for your splendid coursge snd zeal
shown on this occasicn .






USS Hammann (DD-412)

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDALS
Awarded Posthumously for the Rescue of Two Yorktown Pilots
from Guadalcanal Island, May 4, 1542%

ROBERT P. F. ENRIGHT
Ensign, U.8. Naval Reserve

CITAT ION:

For heroism and dist inguished service in the fine of Ails pro-
fession as Off icer-in-charge of a boat sent in to rescue two aviag-
tors at Guadalcanal lsland on May 4, 1942, He exercised exellent
Judgement, skill and leadership on a strange uncharted coast, in
darkness and squally weather, in near proximity to enemy forces
in supervising and effecting a successful rescue under unusually
difficult circumstances. His courage and perseverance were in
keeping with the highest praditions of the naval service.

x X X % % x X X X X

ALBERT STANLEY JASON
Boatswain's Mate Second Class, U.S. Navy

CITAT ION:

For extraordinary heroism in the line of duty as coxswain of
a boat sent to rescue two aviators forced down on Guadalcanal! [s-
land on May 4, 1942. On a strange uncharted coast, in complete
darkness and squally weather, within action range of enemy forces
and in shark Infested waters, he dived overboard to clear a fouled
propeller and later swam through a heavy surf to carry a line to
the beach and bring off an exhausted man. His courage and perse-
verance were in keeping with the highest traditions of the naval
service.,

X X X % X X &k X Kk K

GEORGE WwILSON KAPP, JRA.
Coxswain, U,S. Navy

CITATON:

For extraordinary heroism in the Iine of duty as a member of
a boat crew sent to rescue two aviators forced down on Guadalicanal
island on May 4, 1542, On a strange uncharted coast, in complete
darkness and squally waters, he swam through heavy surf carrying a
line to bring off the men on shore. He later attempted to swim
through the surf a second time in order to bring off an exhausted
man. His courage and perseverance were in keeping with the high=
est traditions of the naval service.

Ok & % % K X %X B %

* Thesé men were killed when the Hammann was sunk on June 6, 1942,



\-l,



‘ y T
The Douglas $BD "Dauntless" scout/dive bomber was a workhorse for the U.S.
Navy throughout the war, At the Batti/e of the Coral Sea a Dauntiess pilot
flying off the Yorktown, Lt. John J., Powars, USN, was killed by the explo-
sion of his 1,000-1b, bomb as it hit an enemy carrier. He was posthumous-
ly awarded the Medal of Honor, and the destroyer escort USS John J. Powers
(DE-528) was named after him. The Hammann played an indirect role in this
event. The destroyer had rescued Lt. Powers in the Atlantic during filight
operations with the Yorktown in 1541, before the United States had entered
the war. (See Hammann's deck log for 10/30/41) [In 1942 both §BD-2 and -3
models were embarked on the Yorktown., Specirications for the S8D-3:

Wingspan Lt ter Max, bombing range 1,3u5 miles
Engine wWright R-1820-52 Armament: Pifot 2 fixed .50's
Rated power 1,000 h.p. Gunner* 2 free ,30's
Top speed 250 mph Max., bomb [load 1,200 /bs.
Cruise speed 152 mph Service ceiling 27,100 reet

* The gunner in the =2 model! had one free .30-cal. machine gun.







UNITED STATES SHIp BAMMANN (/12) ‘ Thursdey 30 October qul

Day) (Lnta) {Month)

ZONE DEBCRIPTION _f2=42 REMARKS
00=04 -

‘ Enroute to MOMP with oonvoy of six carge ships and task foree 1l..3, in specisl
formation 14~D., HAMMANN in sereen position #9 and assigned plane guard. Confitions
ZI1 and Baker set. Ship derkened. Steaming with #l boiler; #3 boiler in use for

auxiliary purposes; at standard speed 15 knots,l138rpm, &nd following zigzag dia-
grem #19. DBase course 070 T(095psc). 0lL5 Cemsed zlgzagging and returned tc base
course 070 T, Right oolumn of cargo ships continued to zigzag and, in mccordance
with orders from Comdesron 2, proceeded to direct the EMPIRE WIDGEON back inio

formation and screen it on the way, 0300 Changed to #3-27 Zone Time. 0320 ELIRT

WIDGEON in poeitiom. Changed to base sourse 070 T{Q93psc), and sp 15 knots
(138rpm). i . ) .
' . ‘E Eg .

gign, L-T(G), TSI
04 =08

Steaming as before on base course 070 T(093psc) at standard speed 15 knots
(138rpm). 0515 SINS left formation to investigate flares reperted on bearing 260 Tl
0520 Boller #3 cut in on mein steam line. 0530 Commenoced steaming on various

courses at various speeds taking station for pleane launching operations., 0600 411
hands to General Quarters, 0631 Commenced zigzegging mccording to plan #19. .0635
Completed plane launching operations resumed sound sereen station. 0640 Secured

from General Quarters. _ 7 .
: 'FAIRGHﬂ, f37?1: '

sign, U.5. Navy.
08-12 . .

Steaming as before on sourse 070 T end 095psc at sStandaerd speed of 15 kncts
(138rpm), zigzegging in eccordance with standerd instruotions. 0BO0 Mustered crew
¢n stations, absentees, PLIMMER, E., EMflc; CRECELIUS, D.T., S2c. 0810 Left station
proceeding to screen carrier preparatory to flight operations. 0900 On stetion
as plene guard for oarrier, 0%06 A plane over ranm the eterboerd side of the rlight
deck apnd crasifed in the water. Pilot &nfl, cbeserver swem clear, Stopped, picked up
bothk men, pilet J.J. POWIRS, Lieut{ig!! UBN! obsgrver, HEILL, E.,, Hd3c, USN, while
the plane ‘s . ook stetion yards 45  on the starbeard bow of the
carrier as gsoreen while rejolning main body. 1052 Resumed position ms stetion #9
in screen zigzagging &s before on base course 070 T, et standard speed of 15 kpotg
(138rpmj. 1100 Proceeding agein acting as sereen for the carrier on verious coursed
et 25 knots(2,6rpm). Made dally inspection of megazine temperatures 2nd smokelecs
powder samples, conditicns normal. The Commanding “#ficer held mast this dete ard
@seigned punishments eas follows: STENSLAND, W.C., CSK, USN, 4i hours overleave
gnd feilure to get to0 weneral Quarters- a warning; ILEIFPRANDT, C,.F., FC2c, USH,
éé bours overleave and failure to get 1o General Quarters~ & werning; BROOME, L.T.,

ealc, USN, 4z hours overleave-a warning. oy
el L 230027,
A 2R Z

SHELDON D. SMITE,

' Ensign, D-v(&), USKR.
12-16

Steaning s before guarding YORKTOWN. 1220 ANDIRSON and MORRIS attacked sub-
marine sound contact 3000 yards mstern of YORETOWN. 1323 Flight operations stert-
ed. 1335 Flight operations completed, regeined poslilon #% in formation, base
course 070 T, speed 15 knots(138rpm), zlgzegging in accordance with plen #.40.
1507 Tested machine guns; completed 1522, 1526 ueased zigzagging on bese course,
1530 Chenged convoy course to 090 T(1ll5psc). 1544, Commenced ecting as plane guerd

for YORETOWN.
ﬂﬂ%'lfﬁ.
C.C, HARTIGAK, jr.,

Lieutenant {jg), U.S. Nevy.

l6-18

Steaming as before on varicus courses at various speeds acting es plene guerd
during landing operations. rormation course 090 T(117pec), &t 15 knots{l3&rpm).
l§37 landing operations completed resuming sound screen station., 1655 Lo station;
zigzagging aeccording to plan #19 on base course 090 T( at standera speed 15 knots
{138rpm). 1700 Boiler #3 cut off the mein steam line, in use for auxiliary pur-
poses,

)
Approved: % Examined; Lﬂ_QL___
Lieutenant Commander, T.8. Havy, . ELDEN,
Vommanding. LieuPenant,

7. 8. A, Navipator.
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Meda! of Honor Citation

POWERS, JOHN JAMES

Rank: Licutenant

Service: U.S. Navy

Birthday: 13 July 1912

Place of Birth: New York, New York

Date of Death: 8 May 1942

Cemetery: A.B.M.C. Manila Cemetery (Wall of the
Missing —Manila, Philippine Islands

Entered Service at: New York

Unit: Bombing Squadron 5, U.S.S. Yorkiown

Served as: Pilot :

Battle or Place of Action: Coral Sea

Date of Action: 4-8 April 1942

Date of Presentation: 7 Scptember 1942

Place of Presentation: Washington, D.C., presented by
Adm. Royal E. Ingersoll to his Mother

Citation: For distinguished and conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of
dury, while pilot of a airplane of Bombing Squadron 5, Lt.
Powers participated, with his squadron, in five engagements
with Japanese forces in the Coral Sea area and adjacent waters
during the period from 4 to 8 May 1942. Three attacks were
made on enemy objectives at or near Tulagi on 4 May. In

these attacks he scored a direct hit which instantly demolished-

a large enemy gunboat or destroyer and is credited with two
close misses, one of which severely damaged a large aircrafi
tender, the other damaging a 20,000-ton transport. He fear-
tessly strafed a gunboat, firing all his ammunition into it amid
intense antiaircraft fire. This gunboat was then observed to be
leaving a heavy oil slick in its wake and later was seen beached
on a nearby island. On 7 May, an attack was launched against
an cnemy airplane carrier and other units of the enemy’s inva-
sion force. He fearlessly led his attack section of three
Douglas Dauntless dive bombers, to attack the carrier. On
this occasion he dived in the face of heavy antiaircraft fire, to
an aldmude well below the safery altitude, at the risk of his life
and almost certain damage to his own plane, in order that he
might positively obtain a hit in a vital part of the ship, which
would insure her complete destruction. This bomb hit was
noted by many pilots and observers to cause a tremendous
explosion engulfing the ship in a mass of flame, smoke, and
debris. The ship sank soon after. That evening, in his capacity
as squadron gunnery officer, Lt. Powers gave a lecture to the
squadron on point-of-aim and diving technique. During this
discourse he advocated low release point in order to insure
greater accuracy; yet he stressed the danger not only from
enemy fire and the resultant low pull-out, but from own
bomb blast and bomb fragments. Thus his low dive bombing

QVER



attacks were deliberate and premeditated, since he well knew
and realized the dangers of such tactics, but went far beyond
the call of duty in order to further the cause which he knew
to be right. The next morning, 8 May, as the pilots of the
attack group left the ready room to man planes, his
indomitable spirit and lcadership were well-expressed in his
own words, “Remember the folks back home are counting on
us. I am going to get a hit if I have to lay it on their flight
deck.” He led his section of dive bombers down to the target
from an alutude of 18,000 fd;t, through a wall of bursting
antaircraft shells and into the face of enemy fighter planes.
Again, completely disregarding the safety altitude and without
fear or concern for his safety, Lt. Powers courageously pressed
home his attack, almost to theivery deck of an enemy carrier
and did not reicase his bomb ﬁ,ntil he was sure of a direct hit.
He was last seen attempting rcéovcry from his dive at the
extremely low altitude of 200 feet, and amid a terrific barrage
of shell and bomb fragments, smoke, flame, and debns from
the stricken vessel.




U.S.S5. BAMMANN (412)

BEMWBM L Yoy 15) 1042

Frome The Commender Destroyer Dlvision THREE (Acting)
The Commeriding Officer, U.S.S5. HAMMANN..
To = The Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Via ¢ (1) The Commender Tasdk TUnit 17.5.4.
(2) The Commender Task Group 17.5.
{%) The Commander Task Force 17.

Subject:  Report of Action, Mey 8, 1942.

Enclosure & Ekl Beport of Executive Officer, U.S.5. HAMMANN.
B) Suggested Cltatlons.

l. On Mey 8, 1942, Destroyer Divlision Three was operating under
Commander Task Force Seventeen. U.S.8. HUGHES wes enroute Pearl Harbor
to Houmeer, New Caledonie escorting U.S.S. PIATTE (A0} with fuel for the
Task Force. U.S.5. SIMS had been operating with T.8.8. NEOSHO (A0) s
antl-sutmerine screen in the vieinity of ILet 16 -~ 38 8., 1858 ~ 28 E.,
prior to the morning of May 7. During the forenoon of May 7, radlo
tranmmissions intercepted indicated that 8ims and Neosho had beer heavlly
bombed by enemy planes end that Sims had been sunk. Hammenn snd Anderson.
were operating in tesk unit 17.5.4 under the direct tactical commend of
Commender Destroyer Squadron Two. Othsr ships of the unlf{ wers MORRIS
(Flegship) and RUSSELL. The task force was in antl-aircraft formetion
y", CA's,on 3,000 yard circle and DD's on 4,000 yard circle. Axis 305 T.
Course 125°T. Hammann was bearing 195°T from disposition center end
2,500 yards bearing 185° from Yorktown. This position relative to York-
town waes mainteined throughout the action. Hussell, Anderson, ard Morris
were adjacent, In that order, counter clockwise In the screen. Weather
was cleer to pertly cloudy with high ceiling, good to excellent visibi-
lity, wind East force A, slight ses, .good flying conditions.

2.  Events of the action follow in chronologicel order:
GuCoTe LsCiTe

Qo001 1101 OTC ennounced that Radar contects indicated & large group
of torpedo plasnes saccompanled by fighters and high bombers
approaching from 030°T, distence about 30 miles.

0014 1114 oOwn fighter planes sighted enemy planeés comlng In end went
efter them.

0015 1115 Speed signal 25 knots. Hammenn increased speed to 27 kncts
to sllow a margin for meneuverlng end station keeping.

a0l6 1116 Sighted enemy torpedc planes comlng in for atteck frem
Northeast. ILexington and other vessels In the Northeast
part of the screen opened fire.

-1
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Mey 12, 1542

Subjects Report of Action, May 8, 1942. (Contimmed)

G’.C.T. A ’ LUCQT.

o017 1117 Twe torpedbt planes came in on Yorktown from Northeast.

- Hammenn opened fire, completing about four selvos before
torpedo was dropped. No hits observed. Ome torpedo wam
seen to pass close ahead of Yorktown. One plane came down
in flames shead of Yorktowne

0018 1118 Opened fire on torpede plane passing asheaed of Hammenn with
guns #1 & 2, firing 3 or 4 selvos before range was fouled
by adjacent crulser, terget 6,000 to 8,000 yards distant.
No hite observed. Forward part 20 m.m. gun fired on a .
second target which passed closer, about 1,000 yards, and
appeared to score several hits. The plane crashed hefore

dropping its torpede. A torpedo hit was observed on
Iexington. _ ‘

0020 1120 shifted fire to a torpede plene passing to West of Yorktowny
no hits obsérved. All guns were then brought to bear
successlvely on 3 or 4 plenes passing nesr eénd fto west of
Yorktown at ranges of about 3,000 to 4,000 yerds. One of
these was seen to emit smoke end crashed shortly afterward.
A probable hit by Hammenn, though it might have been msde
by enother ship. These plemes had already dropped torpedoes
so fire was checked tc look for a loaded target.

ocoz2 1122 Fired several salvos at two plenes bearing Southward, but
renge wes too great and target maneuvering. Sighted dive
bombers to EBast of .Yorktown attacking out of sunj; shifted
.fire to them. Fired until pointer got quite fer behind in
dive. Some bursts were close but no visible sign of hits.
One bomb was seen to meke a hit or near miss on Yorktown.
(ne bomb landed about 200 yards on starboard bow of Hammann.

0025 1125 A short lull in the action in South seector with no tergets
withlin range exzeepting a fighter engaging oneé of our fighters
to Southwerd. TYorktown continued memeuvering at 25 knots
with full rudder turns. Practically 2ll enemy pianes of
this first wave had gpproached from the Northeast or Norih
slde of the formetlon end consequently had not offered close
or steady targets for south screen. Most of the E0 m.m.
targets had been out of range. ILexington had seemed to
atop or slow speed after the torpedo hit and had drawn
off to Northward splitting the formatkon intc two semi=
circular halves. Increased speed to 30 lknots to maintain
position on Yorktown. '

0030 1130 4 second wave conslsting of fewer planes ceame in, Fire was
(about} cpened on a 'g-roup of dive bombers approaching from BEast; no
hits observed.

-Cm






U.S.8. HAMMANN (412)
o May 12, 1942
Subjects Report of Actlon, May 8, 1942 (Continued)
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GoeCuFo LaCaTe

Qo32 1132 Fire shifted to a torpedo plane to SW., distent 3,000 to
4,000 yards; no hits. Shifted to another torpedo plane to
SE passing close aboard Russell, Russell shot this. plane
down epparently with 20 m.m. before Hsammenn opened:,

0042 1142 Yorktown reported rader contact with a large group of
Planes epprosching, which later proved to be Dur.owne Attack
group returninge.

0080 1150 8peed 25 lmots, Yorktown i'ecovered one damaged filghter,.

0106 1206 Disposition course 028°T., speed 15.

0125 1225 Yorktown recovered planes of atteck group..

0233 1338 Increased speed to 19knots.

0300 1408 Speed 25 kmots. Course of disposition changed to 200°T.

0305 1405 - Several vessels on south sids of formetion opened fire
on unldentified aireraft which leter were identified as
own alreraft.

0330 1430 Dewey was ordered to drop aestern and search for one of own
planes which was downe :

0354 1454 Lexington reported to CTF 17 that fires on board werse not
under controle.

0359 1459 Fleg holst made by Lexington that assistance was required.

0408 1508 Flag hoist indicating that CTF 17 was assuming tactical
command, Ordered three destroyers to stand by Lexington.
Nearest destroyers, Phelps, Morris, and Anderson were
detalled to stand by. ~

0425 15258 Yorktown leunched alr patrol and search group. lLexington
reported e serious expleslon on board.

04356 1556 Hammenn was ordered by CTU 17.5.4 to relleve Phelps
stending by Lexingtone.

0440 1540 Took statlion astern of Léxington which was out of control
meklng ebout 20 knots. .

0500 0600 Took station ahead of ILexington which had now slowed and
was clreling with full rudder.

Q522 1622 I.Ie:g{.‘géton stopped and drifting. Hammann cireling ciose
a .

~F-
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Subject: Report of Action, May 8, 1942 (Continued)

GeCole

LeCeTe

0535

061G

0620

0625

0638

0648
Q650

1635

1710

1720

1725

1735

1748
1750

Morrls went alongéide Lexington to remove excess personnel.

‘Relayed message to CTF 17 that fire was completely out of

control, all power lost and below decks statlons abandoned.

Lexington Personnel began abandoning ship. Men were con-
centrated on the forward and after ends of flight deck and
on starboerd side of superstructure. Hammann took station
close aboard on port guarter and begen taking men from
water by means of lines and cargo nets over the side.
Iowered whaleboat and glg to plck up men and tow life
floats to Mimmeapolis which was close aboard on stsrboard
quarter, Morrls was stlll alongside starboard side and
Anderson at port Dowe

Morris left starboard side with load of men. Hammann was
informed by Minneapolis that there was still a large
number of men to sterboard. Iexington wes lying in the
frough of sea and drifting to leeward at a rate of one to
two knots so that men there were unable to swim clsar of
ship or to paddle thelr life floats clear. Smsall bogts
had sttempted to tow life floate clear but they were so
heavily loaded with men that boats could not tow them clear
of the ship. : :

Hemmann meneuvered to go alongside starboard side of
Lexington. Movement was delayed by large mmbers of men
alongside in water hanging on to lines.

Made starboard side of ILexington abreast superstructurs.
Experienced considerable dlfficulty mansuverling to prevent
crushing men between the two ships as ILexington drifted
much faster than Hapmann im this position. 8Side of the
ship was very hot with consliderable smoke and flame es~
caping. Plcked up epproximately 100 men from water and
life floats and one serlously burned men who had been hung
over the side iIn a ses bage

Backed clear of starboard sidee.

A heavy explosion cocurred 1n starboard side near
superstructure throwing flaming debrlis to a dlstance
of three or four hundred yards. Some fell on Hemmann
forecastle but there were no casualties.

oy
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Subjects Report of Action, May 8, 194B (Contimmed}

0655 1755 Resumed previous statlon close aboard on port quarter
pleking up men from water and 1life floats. Passed lines to
flight deck of Lexington for the purpose of hauling out
1ife floats which were stlll under the counter. They were
passed down by two officers who were still on deck but could
not be reached by men on floats. However, & number of
swimming men were pulled in by them.

Q712 1Bl2 A second heavy exploslon, apparently from emidship, threw
large quantities of flaming debris In all dlrections. By
this time the entire ship was burning flercely snd planes
were belng blown off the flight deck. Directed Hemmenn gig
tg mﬁe ‘a2 final check for survivors along starbosrd side
0l SllDe

0720 1820 Backed off 100 yards to clear debris from explosion. Engine
room reported both main eclrculating pumpe out of commission
end vecwum falling repldlye. ILater investigation showed
starboard clrculator frozen - probably by lines or dshris
in the water end. .

Q735 1835 Recelved corders to transfer load to New Orleans. Went shead

to go alongside but declded not to attempt the landing due
to complete loss of backing power. )

Q745 1845 (Circled back to plek up boats which had contimmed delivering
survivors to crulsers. Boats returned but had great 4iffi-
culty 1n picking them up as starboard englnes could not be
stopped for more than two or three mimutes at a time without
loss of vacuumes _ -

oB2Q 1920 Last boat hoisted in. Phelps flred m torpedo into hulk.

0854 1954 Iexington dissppeared fronm view. ILatltude 15 - 16 S.,
155 = 31 E. Hemmann Proceeding &t full speed to rejoin
Task Force.

Se During the alr attack phase of this actlon, one enemy torpedo
plane was definitely shot down by 20 m.m. gun fire, prilor to leunching
torpedo. One probable hit was made by the 5" battery and the targst plane
crashed. It was estimeted that thirty to forty per cemnt of 5" projectiles
fired failed to explede. Plotting room record showed enemy planes tracked
for total of 11 minutes and 38 seconds. About ten targets were fired on
by 5". Ammmunition expended 220 rounds of 5%/38 and 1200 rounds 20 m.ne
A subsequent muster of Lexington personmnel recovered during the rescue
phese showed 24 officers and 454 men on board Hemmanne In addition it I1s
estimated thet the two Hemmern boats rescued approximately 100 officers
and men including the Ceptaln and Executive Officer and landed them on
boerd other vesselse

=5






 May 12, 1942

Bubjecty Report of Action, May 8, 1942 (Continued)

4. During the entire actlon, every officer and msn on board
performed his assigned duties with alertmess, zeal, and efficlency.
During the rescue phase svery man in the ship exerted himself to the
utmost. The energy and initlatlive of the crew in rescusing exheusted
survivors of the Lexington, undoubtedly saved many lives. Orders
and directions were practically unnecessary. The two boat crews
particularly dlstinguished themselves by initlative and courage dis-
bleyed when they made repeated trips to the Lexington under a hall of
flaming debvris caused by exploding bombs, ammunition, and. gascline,
in the burning ship. The gig made an especially dangerous trip to thse
lee slde of the Lexington after the Hammenn haed backed out and brought

out twe lnjured men who had previously been overlooked. The crews of
the boats were =8 followss: :

GIG: - Ensign T.E. Erepski, D=-V(G), USNR, - Boat Officer

_ JASON, Albert S., BM2e, USN ~ ~ = = (Coxsweln
SANDERSON, E.R., Seelc, USN = - = = Bow Hook
SMITH, TeH., Flc, USN, = = = = = = Engineer

WHALE ‘

BPAT: Ensign Ralph L. Holton, USW - - - = Boat Officer
GILLETT, Almon F., BM2ec, UEN =~ = = (Coxsweln
RICHARDSON, Preston 8., Slc, USN - Bow Hock
SIEKES, Wel., Jr., Fle, USN = = « - Engineer

S5e It is récommended that thelr performence be recognized

by such awards as are consldered sultable by higher authority. In
addition it 1is recommended that JASON, Albert S., BM2c, USK, be pro-

moted. to BMles.
Gl
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Mey 11, 1942
From: Iieutenant Ralph W. Elden, U.S. Navy.
To = The Commanding 0fflcer, U.S.S. HAMMANN.

Subjects Report of action May 8, 1942.

1. ‘My station during fthis action was in Secondery Control
Station on the after deck house« Since I had no duties unless
damege was received or in case it was necessary to take control
aft, I assisted 1n menning number fouy 20 m.m. machine gun.

2. After going to General Quarter st 0943 I was kept in-
formed by the bridge of radar contacts made and reports from our
planes, At 1110 I received a report that a large group of enemy
planes were caming in from the Forthward. At the beginning of
the action the Hemmenn was on the starboard side of the formation
about on Yorktown beem with that vessel bearing about 000°T.
LEXINGTON was on the other side away from us. After the ettack
begen I was not able to observe maneuvers of the formation.

S At about 1115 enemy planes appeared, the first that
I observed being torpedo planes coming In from the other side of
the formetion. The sky immedlately became a confusion of bursts
and tracers. The first enemy plane. which I observed to come
through the formetion burst Into flumes and erashed ebout 1500
yards abeam to port. A short time later I saw another plane
silmilerly fell astern. I did not observe any other planes go down.
After firing four or five magazines at as many targets the gun
falled. T elscted to chenge barréls, later proved to have been
correct actlon, since an un~fired cartrldge was very tightly stuck
in the chamber. Entering the new barrel took some time dus to the
anti-double-loading device being stuck down. Fortunately, how-
ever, this appeared to occur dwring a partiel lull In the attack.
After testing the gun and finding it satisfactory, dive bombers
were observed coming out of the sur {on the port qusarter).and
diving across our stern at Yorktown. These were taken under fire
by the after machine guns. After the dive bomber attack enemy
planes dissppeared, the whole action heving lasted about 10 minutes..

4. I do not know whether our flire resulited Iin the des-
truction of any planes. I would say that in general targets wers
cutside of best 20 m.m. renge. At the end of the action I observed
one of our own fighters under flre from one of our machine guns.

This fire was broken off after & burst and I do not belleve that

1t took effect. I consider that some firing on our plsnes is un-
avoldsble in suech an ection 1f our plenes come low over the formstion.
A gunnelr under such stress cannot elways be expected to ldentify

e plsne beyond the shadow of e doubt, :

Se Men coming under my observation during the action
performed thelr dutles most comuendably.

wle
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¥ay 11, 1942

Subjeets Report of action May 8, 1942; Tieutenant Ralph W. Elden, USK,
Executive Officer, U.S.S. HAMMANN (Continued}

I particularly noted that STEWART, Cercl, GM3e¢, USN, was collected during
the @ilffieulty of barrel shifting and able to correctly apply his know-
ledge of the gun. Om one occesion I noted end corrected & tendency of
the gun crew to "Watch the show" instead of the servicing of the gun.

At about 1500 ILexington signaled that ashe hed had a serious ex-
plosion and required assistance. At 1536 Hammann, having been deteiled
to assist, steamed close aboard Lexington. The carrier gradually lost
speed end then steering control. Cargo nets and fenders were put over
our sldes end all avellable lines made ready for resdéus use. Experienced
boat crews were detelled with Ensign Holton in charke of the whale boat,
Ensign: Erepski in charge of the gige

At 1710 Lexington was dead in the water and began to abandon ship,
her ¢rew sllding down llnes from the flight deck. She drifted broadside
to starboard and many men were sSoon strung out upwind of her. At 1715
both of our boats were lowered as we approached Lexington's port quarter.
The boat officers were Instructed to concentrate on rescuing men who did
not eppear to be in position to be plcked up directly by the ship. &
greget many survivors were picked up by the ship in this position, coming
aboard on both slides by means of nets, ladders and bowlines. Our crew
ﬂspéayed great eneprgy end initiative 1n rapldly taking survivors on
board. : .

At about 1725 the shlp backed off amnd went alongside Lexington's
starboard side. Here thsre were many mern on rafts wvho, as Lexington was
set down omn us were ln denger of being crushed between the two ships.
Our large fender, over to port probebly saved some of them, but by frenzied
effort all, to the best of my kmowledge, were taken ssfely on boerd.

A8 survivors ceme on board they were: immediately sent below, un-
dressed and put into bunks. Doctor John H. Peterson, MC-V(G), USNR,
.contindously patrelled the deck, inspecting men with injuries and di-
recting their disposition. Badly wounded men were taken to the mess hall
which beceme a temporary sick bay. Ileutenent E.E. Keeton (MG), TSN, wam
gmong the survivers, and immedlately upon arriving on board he proceeded
to asslst with the injured, refusing even dry clothing.

At 1748 the ship was backed clear, and none too soon, for a heavy
explosion vented to sterboard Just as we cleared. Again we lay off the
port duarter and continumed the rescue. At this time there were perhaps a
hundred men on rafts under Lexlngton's port guarter. In spilte of repeated
instruetions they contimmed tc hold themselves there by means of lines
to the f£light deck instead of trylng to push out towards help. & line wae
then shot to the flight deck which was hauled in by the Lexington's
Cepteln end Executlve Offlicer. These offlcers dropped the line to_men in
the water below but th® lotter did not get it to the refts. Some men
were heuled in by means of the line, however. :

-
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Subjects Repar t of actlion May 8, 18942, Lieutenant Relph ¥W. Elden,
U8R, Executlve Officer, T. S.S BAMMANN (Continued)

At sbout 1812 there was a heavy explosion emidships on the carrler,
ripping up a sectlon of the flight deck., Large flames appeared for the
first time on the top side. Hummenn backed off a couple of hundred
yerds, which was well, for shortly thereefter & tremendous explosion
occurred on the carrier. A gresl blossom of flame arcse and with it
severel alrplenes and quentltles of debris. From then on the ship

burned flercely with a great pyrotechnic displey &s emmunition in ready
stowages was exploded. .

Our crew deserves great credlt for the zeal with which they
esslsted survivors on board, meklpg posslble the rescue of 478 men. At
the seme time our boetis plcked up & greal many men and carried them
directly to neardby crulserse Our crew also geve freely of thelr clothing
end the use of thelr bunks for the welfere amd comfort of the swrvivors.

Iezington was soon burnlng from end to end and wes & great torch

agelnst the sky until she went down at & distance of about ten mlles
from use

¥. Elden
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Uv3.3. HAMMANN (412)

At sesa,
Enclosure "BY May 12, 1942

SUGGESTED CITATIONS

Ensign Theodore E. Krepskl, D=-V(G), USHR

As offlcer in charge of a boat detalled to rescue survivors
from a burning ship, you made repeated tripas to the shlps side under
a hall of flaming debrls caused by explodlng bombs, ammunition, and
gasollne, without conslderatlon for your own safety, thereby saving
many llvese

You are hereby commended for the splendld courage and perserverencse
shown on this cccasioen.

JASON, Albert S., 2435 62 90, EMZ2c, USH

As smoxawaln of a boat deteiled to rescue survivors from a burning
ship, you made repeated trips to the ship's slde under a hail of
flaming debrls caused by exploding bombs, ammunitlon, and gasoline.
When the boat propeller became fouled by floating lines, you dived
over the side, cleared lt expedltlously and contlnued the rescue work,
thus saving many llves.

You are hereby commended for the coursage, sklll and efflclency
displayed on this occaslon.

SANTERSON, Earl R. 556 24

9 B

52“ Slch

USN, and (Bow hook}
3N Lpnigineer)

As members of the crew of a boat detalled to rescue survivors from
a burning ship, you made repeated trips to the ship's slde under a hail
of flaming debris caused by exploding bombs, smmunition, and gasoline.
You performed your dutles with coolness, courage, and efficlency under
very trying clrcumstancese.

You are hereby cormended for your courageous and exemplary conduct
on thls eccasion.

Ensign Ralph L. Holton, U.8. Navy

As officer in charge of a boat detalled to rescue survivors from a
burning ship, you took your boat into waters made dangercus by frequent
explosions of bombs and shells. You alsc exerclsed excellent judgement
end initlative in picking up personnel who had drifted clear of the area
worked by other boats end might otherwise have been lost in the in-
creasing derkness. :

You are hereby commended for your courageous and energetic per-
formance of duty on thls occasion.
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At sea,
Mey 12, 1942

Eneclosure "BR

SUGGESTED CITATYONS

GILLETTE Almon F., 393 22 935 Bmzci USN éCoxswaiiil:
RLICHARDSON, Preston S ) ow nook)

..2_....1........._..._}._—___.4_..
SIKER, William L., Jr., 268 54 B2, Fle, USHN (Engineer

As members of the crew of a boat detailed to rescue survivors
from a burning ship, you individually and collectively performed
your duties with coolness, energy, and perserverence, in waters
made dangerous by frequent explosions of bombs snd shells, Your
strenuous efforts resulted in the saving of many lives.

You are hereby commended for your courageous and exemplary
conduct on this oceaslone.






USS Hammann (DD=4t1Z2)

Medals Awarded for the Rescue of Lexington Survivors, 5/8/u2x

RALPH LEE HOLTON!
Ensign, U.S. Navy

NAVY CROSS

CITATION: "For extraordinary heroism and distinquished service in
the line of his profession in the Coral Sea on May 8, 1942, As
Off icer~in-Charge of a boat detailed to rescue work during the
burning of the U.S.S. LEXINGTON, he made repeated trips to the
ship's side under a hail of filaming debris caused by exploding
bombs, ammunition and gasoline with complete disregard for his
own safety, thereby effecting the rescue and the saving of many
lives. His courage and judgement, and perseverance were in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of the naval service."

* K X X K K X X X X

ALBERT STANLEY JASONT
Boatswain's Mate Second Class, U.S. Navy

NAVY CROSS

CITATION: "For extraordinary heroism and dist inguished service in
the line of his profession in the Coral! Sea on May 8, 1942, As
Coxswain of a boat detailed to rescue survivors from the burning
USS LEXINGTON, he made repeated trips to the ship's side under a
hail of flaming debris caused by exploding bombs, ammunition and
gasoline with complete disregard for his own safety. When the
boat propeller became fouled by floating |ines, he dived over the
side, cleared it expeditiously and continued the rescue work,
thus saving many |ives. His courage, quick thinking and determi-
nat ion were in keeping with the highest traditions of the naval
service, "

* K K Kk K N Ok kX

THEODORE £. KREFSKI
Lieutenant Junior Grade, U.S. Naval! Reserve

NAVY CROSS

CITATION: "For extraordinary heroism and distinguished service in
the /ine of his profession in the Coral Sea on May 8, 1942, As
Off icer-in-Charge of a boat detailed to rescue work during the
burning of the U.S.5. LEXINGTON he made repeated trips to the
ship's side under a hail of flaming debris caused by exploding
bombs, ammunition and gasol/ine with complete disregard for his
own safety, thereby effecting the rescue and the saving of many

!/ ives. His courage, judgement and perseverance were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the naval service.”

* Kk X Kk X K X X N X






NAVY CROSS

Awarded to COMMANDER ARNOLD ELLSWORTH TRUE, UNITED STATES NAvy,

CITATION:

"For extraordinary heroism in the | ine of his profes-
sion as Commanding Officer of the U.S.5. HAMMANN during the
rescue of survivors from the U.5.5. LEXINGTON in the battle
of Coral Sea. while still in danger of another attack by
enemy planes and while the LEXINGTON was being shaken by
violent explosions and was being gutted by raging fires,
Commander True in total disregard for his own safety placed
his ship alongside the LEXINGTON and took off a large number
of survivors., His courage and devotion to duty were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the Naval service,”

FoOoXx K % W K X K % X

sSource: A copy of a news release dated December 29, 1942, at the
Naval Historical Center, Ships'! Histories Branch, Wash ington
Navy Yard.
E. A. Wilde, Jr,
July, 2003
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Four SILVER STAR MEDALS
with identical citations:

PRESTON STEPHAN RICHARDSON
Seaman First Class, U.S. Navy

EARL REX SANDERSON
Coxswain, U.S. Navy

WILLIAM LEE SIKES, JR.!
Fireman First Class, U.S. Navy

THOMAS HAROLD SMITH
Machinist'!s Mate Second Class, U.S. Navy

CITATION: "For gallantry and distinguished service in the I ine of
duty in the Coral Sea on May 8, 1542, As a member of a boat crew
detailed to rescue survivors from the burning U.S.S. LEXINGTON,
he made repeated trips to the side of the burning ship under a
hail of flaming debris caused by exploding bombs, ammunition and
gasol ine, He performed strenuous rescue work in pulling men from
the water with coolness, energy and perseverance under difficult
and dangerous conditions, thus contributing to the saving of many
Iives. His conduct throughout was in keeping with the highest
traditions of the naval service.”

* k & Xk X X % % % %

Note:; GILLETTE, Almon Fleming, Boatswain's Mate Second Class,
USN, was also probably awarded a SILVER STAR MEDAL, but the
archivest at the Naval Historical Center could not find a
citation card for him. See the fast page (pg. 6) of Cdr.
True'’s action report dated May 12, 1542,

* The following draft citations are from an index card file at
Operational Archives, Naval Historical Center, washington Navy
Yard., The formal citations may have been reworded.

! Killed when HMammann was sunk a month later (6/6/42), so the
award was posthumous.

E. A, wilde, Jr.
September, 2004






Fortunately, Hammann (bow at far left) had Just backed clear of the USS Lex ington (CV—E) on May 8, 19u2,
after the Battle of the Coral Sea, when this huge explosion threw Flaming debris in all directions. The
destroyer rescued 478 men from the carrier, and her two whaleboats rescued about 100 more, including the
Captain and Executive Officer, and transferraed them to other ships. The Lexington's abandonment was de-
| iberate and orderly. Nobody who went overboard was drowned., Despite the torpedo and bomb hits and the
masslIve explosions which rfollowed, only 216 men went down with the ship. The destroyers Hammann, Morris
and Anderson rescued 2,735 survivors. (Orricial U.S8. Navy Photograph)







A starboard quarter view of USS Lexington (CV-2) on May 8, 1942, showing her
crew abandoning ship by sliding down ropes and being picked up by whaleboats
from other ships in Task Force 17, The destroyer Morris at right, partially
obscured by smoke, is taking off the wounded. After the Lexington was aban-
doned she remained afloat unt il the destroyer Phelps was ordered to sink her
with torpedoes, The "Lady Lex" was the first U,8, carrier lost due to enemy
action in Worid War [l, and the other carrier in TF 17, the Yorktown (CV-5),
became the second when she was sunk a month later. {U.5. Naval! [nstitute)
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AWCTAETECRAFT ACTION EY SURFACE -SETFS

TOCATION -OF SHIP ~- Carel fes Tat. Id - 45 S T8 S, HENMMANF
- o 155 - 75 E

| May §, 1942

EAIDIANT. with Faskfergs Seventeen.

1. GSURPRISE ATTACK - Ho.
2. METHOD PICEKING PIANE UP - Naked .eye
: s S Heported from carrier radar at 30 miles
B rEdhy iat 15 miles
3+ RANGE PIANE WAS PICEKED UP - Less Than 5.
4+ NUNEER, (F PLANES - 50 testdmate sonly)

S» TIPE OF PIANE~TPomredo TEPE oF ATBRACE = Torpedo
-PDlve Bomber Plv Bemb

6., SPEED & ALTITUDE -~ Torpedo planes low amd fast estimete speed 200
krots after torpedo relesse:

7. GUNS FIRING Size 5"/38  Number - Four
¥ethod. of comntrel - Director Method spottling Direct

8. AMMUNITION EXPENDED - 210 - 5%/38 1200 - 20 m.m.
9. PERCENT SERVICE ALLONANCE EXPENDED 11¢ £-20 M.E. Machine
guns alsc firing

10. APPROXTVATE TIME TRACKING TO FIRST SHOT

1%, APPROXIMATE TIME-OF FIRST EITS

12. APPROXINATE TIME FIRST SHOT TO LAST SHOT - 16 minutes

13.. APPROXTMATE POSLITION ANGLE CPEN FIRE - &

14. APPROLTEATE POSITION CEASE FIRE - Fired .&t 10 to 12 targets in rapid
succession.

15. APPROXTNATE BEARING FIRST SHOT - 290° Reldtive

16. APPROXIMATE BEARING LAST SHOT |

17. APPROYIFATE RANGE FIRST (SHOT - 2500 Yerds

18. APPROXIVATE BANGE IABT SHOT
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DETATLS OF nmez T0 TARGET BY GUNFIRE IF AVAILABLE

one plane‘ shot down by 20 m.m. fire from cne gun - range
about 1000 yards.

PERFORMANCE CF ANMENITION ¥ S59/38 poor, 20 m.m. excellent

PATTERN SIZES (large, small sxtessive}
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e 5. HAMMANN (DDa12)
/o Fleet Post Cffice,

_ Pearl Harbor, T.H. -
o | . _ ‘ b * \ﬁq
Frem: - The Cemmarding Officer, Tun 1
Te- ¢ The Cemmander-in-Chief, ¥.S. Pacific Fleet,
Via = - El) ComTaskGroup 17 4 (Comdesron Two),
o 2) C@mTaskF@r 17.

Swbjects  Aectien Reports 4-6 Tune, 1942.
References iﬁ)”Art 712, U.S8. Navy Regulations.

1. In view of. the fact that the HAMMANN was sunk about
160G on June 6, with total less of all records, this report must
be made entireiy from memory. Coemsequently, no record of the
ship's treck is included and times and locations given are only
approximate, Hewever, the HAMMANN was at all times in company with
efher vesgsels and cemparison ef this report with their reccrds
sheuld indicafe. times and places accurately. The HAMMANN was
eperating under Commander Taskforce 17 eonsisting of YORKTOWN,
ASTQRI4L, PORTLAND, MORRIS, RUSSELL, HAMMANN, ANDERSON, AND HU’C—}ES
The destr@yers were designated as Task Group 17.4 under admin-
tgtratier and tactical cemmand of Commander Destroyer Squadron Two,

2, . On the night of June 3, reports were recelved by
radio of sesuting plane contacét with two AKs accompanied by two
small vessels 450 miles West of Midway and a group of eleven or
twelve ships ‘gontaining -two or three BBs, two or three CAs, one
0¥y and destreyers 760 miles west of Midway on course 090, speed
2Cs  Taskforee 17 at this time was about 300 miles NNE of Midway.
Teskfored 16 was ir the same area. During the night both task-
fmrces meved in a Southeasterly direction.

3, ~-0n the marning of June 4, contact was made by scouts
frmm Midway with anether enemy force containing two BBs, twe CAs
amd 4 CV with destroyers located about 200 miles SW of the task-
figTees,  Tasikforee 16 flew off air attack groups about 0900 (LWT)
and- taskferee 17 launched ailr attack groups about 1000, Taskfcrce
17 then teek a closing course. The taskforce tock antlialrcraft
dlspesition . ®V* with the two crulsers twenfty five hundred yards
en-relative bearings 060 and. 300 and DDs on. relative bearings
1) _120 180, 240, and 340, AMMANN was on 020. About 1300 the
Elmst planss ef re%urning attaek group approached and two ar three
Trrers landed. At this time the OTC broadcast over TBS that a
e group &f unidentifled planes was approaching from Westward,

; tant. 26 miles. -Planes in the landing circle were signaled off
amd preparatians made te repel attack,
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Subject: ' - Actioh Report; 4-6 June,

Pighters picked up the enemy bombers about 5 miles out and shot
dewwm & large number, eight or ten as a rough estimate. It seems
probable thet there were 16 planes in the attack group. The
remainder-came on through and attacked the YORKTOWN, obtaining

two eor three hits. This vessel definitely shot down one enemy
rlane with 20mn as he was escaping after dropping his bomb and cot
probably hits on ethers, The entlre attack lasted only z few min-
ntes.  HAMMANN fired 120 rounds of 5" and about 200 rounds of 20mm.
YORKTOWN began smoking heavily and slowed to a stop. DDs and .
crulsers in sereen began cireling, This contlnued for about ten
minutes while YCRKTOWN was fighting fire, 4t this time one of our
own bombers returning cireled close aboard the HAMMANN and threw

2 note ‘an deck stating that one of eour torpedo bombers was down

8 miles distant, bearing 240°. Did not teke amy action as it
appeared there were still some unidentified planes in the vicinity
and YORKTOWN required full suppert. A4bout 5 minutes later another
plane crashed in the water abeut 2 mlles zhead of HAMMANN. 4s
there were now no further indications of enemy planes in the
vielnity, proceeded to pilck up pllot and radioman from this plane,
slightly injured, Plane proved toc be from ENTERPRISE. Tpon
cempletien, sighted the rubber board of the torpedo bLomber pre-
viensly reperted to us about five mlles Southward and proceeded at
30 knots to pick them up. Pilet was rescued only slightly injured
but radioman was deed, .Returned at 30 knots and rejolned YORKTOWN
screen., YORKTOWN shortly increassed speed to ten knots and then to
fifteen, '

-4, About 1830 enemy planes were reported approaching
from the West. YORKTOWN appeared to have damage well under
centrol., making 15 knots, and launched all fighters on deck.
Shortly afterward a group of 12 to 18 torpedo planes made =z direct
attack on YORKTOWN frem her port guarter. HAMMANN was able to
fire a barrage en z line passing Jjust astern of YORKTOWN to path
of inceming planes., It appeared that six or eight enemy planes
were shot down during thelr approach but it could not be determined
by whek. HANMMANN shifted fire to a plane on YORKTOWN's bo# and
definitely shot him dowrr with 5. The attack was pressed in to
eleose range and several torpedoes siruck the YORKTOWN. Several
moere enemy planes were shot down by gunfire at close range after
torpedoes were dropped., HAMMFANN shot down two definiftely and
pessibly three with 20mm as they were retiring.

-2 -
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T MAfter the torpedo attack YORKTOWN listed heavily
and slewed graduslly te a step. Screening vessels formed a
cireling ‘Screeh, Three destroyers were ordered to stand by
TORKTIDWN, 4bout 1700 YORKTOWN began abandening ship, 4s the
firgt. three destroyers began to f11l up with survivors, HIGHES
and them ' HAMMANN were ordered by Cemdesron Two to leave screen
apd asgsist I pickimp up survivers from the water and life rafts
in vieindty of YORKPOWN. Twice during the rescue operations,
maidentified planes were reported in the vicinity but no enemy
plames were sighted, HAMMANN went close astern of YORKTOWN and
yiiieed up the last of the survivors including the commanding
ﬁrfiggra Captain BUCKMASTER, Total survivors rescued hy HANMANN
was 87, :

f. . Upen completien of rescue work, cruisers formed
column, screened by destroyers, HAMMANN went alongside ASTOR I,
&s directed by CIF-17, and iransferred Captain BUCKMASTER and two
of his officers, Resufied statien in'crulsing disposition on Fast-
exrly ceurses. HUGHES was directed by CTF-17 to return and standby
THRKTONN. Thé twe crulsers frem Teskforce 16 left.the disposition
te rejoly thelr teskforse. At sunrise the follewing morning,
destreyers were directed to trunsfer all YORKTOWN survivors to
PORTLAND a¥d to Tuel frem PORTLAND during the transfer., While
BALCH and EENHAM were transferring survivors, HAMMANN went slong-
side ASTORIA , as directed by CTF-17, and received Captain
BUCKHEBTER?&géga salvage party of YORKTOWN officers and men.

About 1500, PBMMANN follewed ANDERSON alongside PORTLAND. Trans-
rerred_YﬂRiEOWN survivors to PORTLAND and received additional
TORKTOWN eofficers and men for salvage party. Fueled to 904 cap-
acity, . Upen completien, HAMMANN, BALCH, and BENHAM, designated as
Teskgreup 17.5, Captain BUCKMASTER, set course 285%T, speed 16
knets to return te YORKTOWN,

- 7 About 0400 sighted YORKTOWN, screened by HTGHES,
GWIN and MONAGHAN, about miles on starboard beam, Changed course
te Jjein this -sereer and continue screenlng till daylight. At
D615, HAMMANN went tlose aboard YORKTOWN and transferred salvage
perty censisting of Captain BUCKMASTER, 29 officers, and 130 men
to YORKTOWN. HAMMANN rejolned screen, About 0800, CTG-17.5
dlrectad HAMMANN te lie off, close on starboard bow and provide
heses and water for fighting fire.

-3 -
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It was feund impessible to lie clear of YORKTOWN and maintein
pesitien accourately enmough to permit effective assistance, so
BLMMANN came in and mesred alengside YORKTOWN forward. The ship
rested agalnst YORKTOWN's bilpge keel but splinter mettresses and
lerge femiers dropped between prevented any damege other than to
bettom Baint, While coming alengside, 2 piece of Manile line wes
sucked imte the pert mein cireulation pump freezing the pump.
This engine wes secirred temporarily while the circulator was open-
od and the line remeved. Two hoses were led teo YORKTOWN with
feamlie end ene water hose led to flight deck to attech to YORE-
TOWN's foamite system te fight fire, Ome hose wes rigged aft io
pump in sall water for counterfleeding ami an oil suction hose o
remové oll frem YORKTOWN's pert tanks to correct list. Other ser-
viceg were furnished &s practicable, including coffee and food
fTer ‘the salvage perty. By noen, the fire was reported under control
and  twe or three degrees of 115'5 had been removed,

8. About I536 (Zone plus ten time) emergency signals
were made by destneyers in the scres girele and simulteneously
four terpede tracks were sighted sbout 600 yards on starboard
beam, HAMMANN signelled for full speed estern on inboard engine
in the hepe of pulling clear but apparently the torpedoes siruck
es the signel was being answered. Both forward end efter 20mm
Euns fired st the tracks as the torpedoes had been seen to breach
seme Cistiance frem the ship and théy heped to explode them.
Gemersl Quarters was sounded when the tracks were first sighted,
apd though less than one minute lapsed before the torpedoes
errived. Merny men reeched ~their battle stations. The first
terpede appeared to pess under the Hammsnn the viecinlty of Nc,
2 gun end expleded mgainst the side of the YORKTOWN. The second
terpede struck the BAMMANK in $#2 firercem. This torpedo appsrent-
ly breke the ship's back as & pronounced seg was noted in this
vicinity, The forwerd bulkheed of forwerd engine room wes carried
awey,.large quantities of oil, water, and debris were blown high
inte the air ceming down on both HAMMANN -and YORKTOWN, - The BAMMANN
wes blown eut from the YORKTOWN and aft paring 2ll mooring lines
and hoses, The cemmanding officer received a heavy blow in the
solar plexus by being thrown ageinst a desk in the pilot house,
which rendered him temporarily unsble to breathe or speak ang
later proved to have broken a rib, The ship began to settle imm-
ediately and the Exec mtive Officer, who was on the bridge pacsed
the work "A11 hands abandon ship." By the time the Commanding
Officer was able to walk from the Pllot House to the starbaard
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wing of the bridge, the main deck forward was awash and the ship
was settling rapldly by the head. Life rafts had been launched

and a great number of men were on the rafts or in the water. A4s
soon as all personnel were clear of the bridge, the Gunnery Officer,
Executive Officer end Commanding Officer climbed down the outside
ledder to the foreeastle deck. The forecastle deck was Jjust sub-
merging and all three swam clear of the ship, It is estimated

that the ship sunk within three to four minutes from the time of
the first ftorpedo explosion. Based upon interviews with survivors,
it is belleved that not more than a total of twelve to fifteen

men falled to get clear of the ship and into the water. About one
minute after the ship submerged there was a heavy explosion
underwater, Judged to be either a depth charge or one of the
HAMMANN's %orpedoes. The cause of this explosion 1s unknown.,

411 depth charges had been set on safe when the HAMMANN went along~
side YORKTOWN in the forenoon, and all safety forks were in place,
The safety settings of depth charges had been checked again by
Ensign C, C. BIMES, Jr. and James W, THOMAS, Metalsmith first class
about half an hour before the ship was torpedoed. At least two
survivors noted a torpedo apparently running in it's tube as the
ship was sinking.

8. The underwater explosion apparently killed a large
number of men in the water and injured about eighty five more of
whom twenty six dled on board U.S5.5. BENHAM enroute to Pearl
Harbor. Of a total of 13 officers and 228 men on board, two
officers were known dead and seven missing, twenty five men were
lImown dead and forty seven missing. Of the remsinder =211 were
rescued by U.5.S, BENHAM and returned to Pesrl Harbor excepting
the Commanding Officer and one man picked uwp by U.S.S5. BALCH and
later transferred to U.S5.S8. GWIN foinfﬁansportation to Pearl Harbor.

C 7- 0]

10. During the action with enemy aireraft, all officers
énd men of the HAMMANN performed their duties with coolness, calm-
hess, and efficiency., Every man's conduct was above reprach.

O.e of the enemy torpedo nlanes strafed the ship with .30 cal.
mBchine gun but no personnel were hit. Several machine gun

bullets passed through ventilators into the firercom and were pre-
served but were later lost with the ship. The strafing plane was
shot down by 20 mm gun vrews. During the phase when survivors were
being removed from the YORKTOWN, all hands exerted themselves to
the utmost In getting the men on board and in caring for them after
they were on board,

-5m






DECLASSIFIED
fAummﬁnyD Vuﬂ?3

§Bﬁ5__NARADnebﬂirﬂ ;

DD412/P6~1

Serial 2 june 16, 1942
Subject: Action Report; 4-6 June, 1942,

TR R M o dn R e ER I A SR e e M R MR W PR am M Ee e wm e Em A w oam em w wm Ge Ee

The survivors included about twenty wounded and injured men. The
Medical Officer, Lt. (Jg) J. H. PETERSON and CPhM C. L, BANKS, worked
all night and the following day caring for them. When the HAVMANN
was torpedoed, the ship sank so quiekly that there was little
opportunity for direction or supervision by officers in the
process of abandoning ship. A1l life rafts werée luanched prompt-
ly and life jackets distributed from battle stations. Interviews
with survivors indiecate that there were mahy instances of queik
thinking, and commendable conduct. One instance that wa&s part-
icularly outstanding was the conduet of B, M, KIMBRELL, TMilc,

USN who remained on the stern of the ship and made a tinal check
of depth charges to see that they were on "Safe", assisted several
men over the side who had been temporarily disabied by shock,
providing them with life jackets and then dived overhoard himself
without a 1life jacket just as the stern was submerging., EHe was
anmcig those missing and is being recommended in separate corres-
pondence for a posthumous award of the Navy Cross.

12

A, B. TRUE.
Cop¥y to:

Comdesron 2,
ComTaskFor 17,
ComdesPacflt.
Chief Opnav.
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USS Yorktown (CV-5) listing heavily to port and being abandoned at the Battle of Midway on June &, 1942,
Hammann, one of the last destroyers ordered in to raescue survivors, picked up 87, including the Command-
ing Officer, Captain Ell iott Buckmaster, USN. Although the Yorktown had been hit by three bombs and two
aerial torpedoes she remained afloat, so a salvage operation was mounted the next day. The Porter-class
destroyer USS Balch (DD-363) (Lt. Cdr. Harold H. Tiemroth, USN) is standing by at right, After partici-
pating in this rescue effort Balch assisted in rescuing Hammann survivors two days later. She recoverad
the bodies of two crewman and picked up Hammann's skipper, Cdr. True. (Orficial U.S. Navy Photograph)
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WAR DAMAGE - USS HAMMANN - 6 JUNE 1942 - REPORT OF .

REPORT COVERS DAMAGE RECEIVED AT 1530
WHICH RESULTED IN THE SINKING OF THE
USS HAMMANN DURING BATTLE OF MIDWAY,
WAS SUNK BY ENEMY TORPEDO FIRE WHILE
PREPARING TO ASSIST IN SALVAGING THE
DAMAGED USS YORKTOWN (C.O. CDR. A , E.
TRUE, USN ). -
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blown powe digtenge into the ailr. witain sares or Pour minubes aftar
tha first explesion the silp had digappeared, zolng down by the hwad
with the slaye golns higk inte the alr, 4% the time of dissppearunce
it is estiuated that tae fore and aft ansle was about 45 B0 50 degrees.

m;:lta the rapldlty of sinking cbservation of detall damege was impoy-
sible,

T,
i ”ks‘,b. [It fm e JA;E? 25.33“1.

Giza obd velckt of axploder 1n the dorjpedo ls nod knovine It is
Enown hewevay, thet they were 7iraé by o large submerioe whtod later
v 4 ghserved on the purface mmklor spsods Hetwemn 17 znd 20 knots end
w.-i0bh was Peporitel e be of ibe typa thet might fwye corried an a.a*--
phnm The fipst explosion auparently opesasd oil tanks 1o uoth -
HAMMARE am¢ THEYON and threw tromendons quentities of oll, as wal...
a¥ other debris, to o haolsht of 75 to 100 fert. Nolse of the crploe
glon was shary and loud ami produessd henvy shoor throuzhont the entive
ship, thwowing personnsl to the deak tut Produsing relatlwely fow ser-
fous injeries. 1‘55 Tlast or flame was notioef and thers was av evie
- denes of Tiree an board, There wee some flexursl vibrntion of the
ah:g, axpeotally from the direot hitv {n the firarocm, Tie besding
to be bLoth verileal smi horiacntal) ln some instanses mater-
fal anll persocnel were thveown vertisslly m*w the air aod obtlier ine
standos were thrown borizestally across the deek. Dimensious of the
hole in the ship?s hull 1s not kaown, but, it did exbend above the
waterline, Thaere wae no oppoTtundty to obuaerve detalls of diastortion
of dsuak amd bulkbesds other then mentloned cbove, exeopt Lhot tho degk
o* Bo, & Cirercom Wwaz bodly tern up wpf pleting torn looss, It is bee
vl fhet iznwdiete Tpodlng took plonee in beth Cirercous wnd fotwerd
englne Poow 26 well vs im storerocoms in the forwerd part of the ship.
The ship was in Cendition BAVHR pyior to sighting the torpedoes, Gen-
aral Guarters was Limedlistely sounded upen wiich signel Cenditlion AFTIRM
innmilym. Kot mere than 60 peconds elspmod frum the time of
Ganevsl Guerters until the striking eof tihe torpedo. Some
hatohes were olosed but it e impomslble to say hovy meny. From the
aatare of the demage 1% is believed that there would heve Deen no
appresisble difference in ths result if Contitlon AFIRM hed been set.

Ds mﬁmwmnm”zm Dmm IH c.am. & &&m‘*zm.

Iy is not belleved that the mm weare rittad with any
magnetic or sooustie exploding
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The stern of the destroyer USS Hammann (DD=-412) making
seen looking art from the forecastle of the USS Yorktown {(CV-5) on June &,

1942, While tied alongside the carrier, assisting

was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine.

Although almost all of the crew were able to get
to the water, a large underwater explosion about

its finatl pltunge as

in her salvage, Hammann

She sank about four minutes later.

went down killed many survivors and wounded many more.
I ines used when the Yorktown was abandoned two days ear/ier can be seen in
{OFfFicial U.S. Navy Photograph)

the foreground.

clear of the ship and in-
onne minute arfter the ship

One of the knotted
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UNITED-STATES SHIP _____ BENHAM Saturday . 6 June |92,
ZONE DESCRIFFION _flu_s_l_o " REMAR kS

Uaderway 1n company rwith ComTaslkGroup 17.5 (SOPA and 07@) 1w Us®:iS . HAMMANN, ang
U.8.8: BALCH, on course 285 (T&G) , 259° ‘(BSC), steeming et 16 knots {148 RPM) 3
In scouting Lindibearimg' 1850:(T), diatarce 2,000 yards, [I.5.5. ;jh*m;m\m ‘guide;
searchling foF the UJS.S. YORKTOWN. Boiler #2 stesming. Ship davkened and in
Meterial .Condition of Réediness -AFIRW, with Personnel in' Condl tlon of readiness
I “'00]56'.‘Ma'd‘€'_“su‘bmaj”l‘1'_h‘6‘"‘sqund“c'ontact, went to General Quarterdi™ Lighted fires .
under #I1 Boliler. QO ‘Submarfine .contact proved to be felge.  Set Per somnsl GCon-

dLtfon of Readdiness IT. _0‘2.'5_,(9'_001111:12 ced zig-zagging in gccordendé with plan #6.

7 |

- ; : { iz +B. .

- 04 to 0& - AP, COIVIN, Ideulenant (Jjg), U Navy

Underwdy .ag befire, on course 2859 (TG), 2592 (PSG), steaming.at 16 knots.(148
=zegeing In acgor dance with plan #6, 0400 Changed speed to.l2 kmats
{108 RPM). & 0420 Sighted U,5.5, YORKTOWN 1n tow of U.S. 8. VIRHEO,. screened.by
HUGHES, TU.S, S. MONAGHAN and U.S. S« GWIN. 0444 Joined screen on U.S.S.

deireling at 2,000 yards dlstance at 12 ¥nets (108 RPM).. 0530 . Set Pers

| sonnel Condl tion of Readiness IT. Lighted ship. 0857 Died out fires  undep

botlepdii=s ~ . .
'R 0.'MERRILL, Lieutenemnt {Jjg), U. S. Navy.
08 to 12

. . us cour ses, screening U.S.S. YORKTOWN, distemnce
2,000 yerds, at ‘12 knots (108 RPM). BO0 Muster ed erew on statlons, no dbsenteed.

0830 U,3.5., HAMMANN went elengglde U.S8.S. YORKTOWN, port side to. Made dally in

spectlion of megazines and poger W’ condl tions normal.
F. .‘. MBALL, Ensign, U. S8.Navel Reserve.

12 teo 16

Underway as before, steering varicg

Underway as before, gteering verious coufses, screening U.S.S. YORKTOWN at 12
knots (108 RPM), dlstant 2,000 yards: 1533 TBS reported tor'pedo headed for
U.3.5, YORKTOWN and U.5.S. BAMMANYN bearing 195° (7). 1534 Torpedoes struck
UeSs 5. HAMMANN end U.S.5.- YORETOWN. 1535 U-B.S. BENHAM ordered to stand by
U.3.5. HAWMMANN. Changed speed to. 25 kmots (245 RPM). 1544 Stopped. to rescue
_surviwrs of U.S.S, BAMMANN, U.S.5. HAMMANN having sunk. . 1548 U.8.8. MORAGHAN,
.U.5+8. GWIN. and U.S.S. HUGHES Oordered to argsenlze sBearch for enemy submarines.

DN L ‘
. 0. VY&#{ L, Tleutenant (jg), U. S Navy.

18 to.20

- Stapped |as before; reseming.sarvi vors of 7.5, sd 160 Maln clrculator picked up
._J.ine..j:n_%gg‘bl;l_;em-..mi'ch..re duced backing.power. of. starbomd engine to one-~third. 4
-number of men Went.over. the alde yoand gwam Wik limes to ‘refts, to pull them to
-the wE:Ii:l.pf._. 1710 Témpleted.rescue .of survivors..of U.S.S. HAMMANN having pleked
.up..the fprlowlng™ SUTVIVOLS TS 0 ers, 104 en.ligted men, pilus 4«6 bodles from the
U.S.3. BVBMANN; fhree officenrs and 19 gnlisted men from the U.S.5. YORKTOWH. 1800
Lieutenent.{( jg}, Edward .. .Lee. (MC )., USNR, reported aboard for temporary duty- with
2 Pharmacist!s Mates.and.ad'dl i onel -mgdleel #upplieg. 1819 Resumed sereening
statlien 6. UL 5.8. YORKTOWN.. 1927 Held funemal servliees for

-offlcersi and. enlisted men . .with approprlste -mildbary honors:  Ensign Ray Wal'ling-
ford Purvis,. USNR;-Ensign. Willlem Bacon ‘Loveplng, USNR; RTCHARDSON, Robert -C. v

ot_her..d;?b-a;..:iznknom;...JI).BBINS;, Albert-James, 287.35 10, USH; WHIGHT , Malcolm*Carlisl
38l 68 785, UMM PLOCF, John Frederick, 321 3B 80, Usﬁ; BELCHER, K.R., B.M.lc, USH;
EUNSTELN, Cafl™Jorn,” 337 22 64, USK; REUTH, Sé&%c; USN; LESHANT, L. C.  Sea.2 c,
USN; DIBACCO, Vincent Joseph, Sea.2d, USN; CARLSON, Danlel W, CMM-'(‘PAS s USH;
GESELL, Waltér: Alfred; Sed.lc, TSH; MORTON, ~B&Xdon "EdwdTd, Bek.Be, UBK; .OWENS,
Glent ,Franklin, 610 09 -95, .808,2¢, USER pRORMARFrumk, F1Cy 3, TUSKy 719387, S. 8.

Approved: v M. WORTHING s Examined:

Lieufepant Commendey Y.S. Navy, © F. 7. TSLOAT,
) Commending Offlcer. Lieutenant,
. T. 8. X, Mavigator,







ADDITIONAL SHEET

7. 8. 8. _BALCH Date ... < T June._ ., 1942
18 to 20

Steaming ae before, clrecling,in anti-pubmarine sereen, YORKTOWN and rescue group,
1825 Sighted 3 men in the water; mensuversd to recover. 1832 Recovered the follow

n men: Robert #360 12 10, rate unknown, i Gedrge BAnN
EAPP, Jr., #243 83 s rate unknown, USN; end Commender Arnold Elsworin %rue, HERS
Rober

t John BALLARD snd George Wilson KAPP, Jr., were glven artificial reeplration
for about two hours gnd en were pronounced dead. Commander Arnold Elsworth True

USN, was tresated for shock and submersion. 1930 Secured from general quartersg, sg
condition of readiness II, darkened ship. 1937 Made sound contact bearing 250° T,
dlgtant 1200 yards; sttacked with depth charges. 1942 Completed attack, expended
four three hundred pound dspth cherges and siZ elx hundred pound charges., 1955
BENHAM mgde contact in same srea that BALCH mede attack. 1958 Continued to develop
sound contact. Average steam 4003 aversge rpm. 123.7-

T. F. SAUNDERS,

Lleutenant{jg), U.S. Navael Regerve,

ot

20 to 24

Bteaming as before trylng to re-establish gubmarine contact. 2039 Investigatsd
reported gound contact; contact report proved false. 2043 Began approsach to VIRED
2049 Bmoke gighted on the horizon. MONAGEAN end HUGHES were directed to investigate
smoke on horizon bearing 233° T, Adlstant 8 mileg from carrlier, HUGHES reported
submarine on surface. 2049 Came alongside part side of VIREC. 2052 Began recelving
mnembers of YORKTUWN salvage crew. 2055 Recelved 23 officers, ineluding Gapteln
E. Buckmagter, USN, Commanding Officer of YORKTOWN; and 119 men. (agt off from
VIRED, 2106 HIGHES opened fire on submarine with E" battery, 2115 MONAGHAN opened
fire on submarine with 5" battery. 2110 All hends to generel quarters, darkened
shlp. BSlghted unidentifled plane., 2200 Secured from genergl quartere, set condlti
lon of readiness II. 2203 Secured bollers #1 and 3. Average steam 400; average

rpm. 132.8. ,.D
A s
E

neign, U.8, Navy.

i L fa 2y
: 77 = — \
Approved: '{é é/. P EMOTH, Examined: R, O, PEDEN,
Lieutenant “ommander, 0.5, Navy, Lieutenant Commander,

Commanding, T. 8. X., Navigator.
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ADDITIONAL SHEET

v.8 8. . BALCH (263)

Date 7 June ., 19.42

08 _to 12 (Continued)

03958 Completed transferring personnel, having trensferred 23 officers and 119 men
from the YORKTOWN and one officer from the HAMMANN. 1015 The followlng officers
end men returned on bosrd from the BENHAM: Lt.(Jg) C.M. Les (MC) USN; Ensign

W.G. Weber, USN; D'AMBRISI, R.H., MMle; USN; PIPKIN, J.N., PhMle, USN; PICKENE,
J.U., Fle, USN; BLANCHARD, E.F., Memthlc, USN; BARNES, J.C., 8lc, USN; and SIMPSON
C.C., PhMZc, USH, a%l of thle shlp's company., 1022 Formed scouting line on brse
course ~nd axle 295° T., and pge, 286° psec., at 15 knots, 1n company with the
HUGHES and MCNMAGHAN. 1038 Commenced steering zigzeg plgn #l. 1156 Ceseeed zigzag-
ging, changed course and axis to 27¢° T., and Pgc., 259 rpac., Average steam 400;

average rpa 134.5, ‘;Z)
&%' D.
i Ensign’

12 to 186
Steamlng ae before on base course snd axis 270° T., and pge., 254° psc., epeed 15
knots. 1200 Commenced zigzagging in accordsnce with plan one. 1219 MONAGHAN '
investigeting lerge oll slick on eurface. 1223 (essed zlgzeggling. 1286 Commence
zlgzagging 1n accordance with plsn one. MONAGHAN rejoined formatlion. Made dally
ingpection of smokelese powder samples and magazlnes, conditlons normal. 1255
Ceaped zigzagging end resuced bese coures 270° T., and pPge., 259° pee. 1300
Chenged baeg couree left to 120° T and pge, 168° psec, 1319 Chenged bese course
left to 080~ T., and pge,, 092° pse. 1325 Commenced zlgzagging 1in accordance
with plan one. 1445 Ceased zigzegging end resumed base course 090° T.. &snd pge.,
082° pgc, 1450 Changed base course to 180° T., snd pge, 1680 pese. 1500 Helf
mgeted colors for burlel at sea, services by commending offlcer. Gave unto t

the remain L John, rate unknown, #3680 21 10, US8N; and

George Wilson, Jr., rate unknown, #243 63 13, USN. 1511 Two blocked colors,

1515 Commenced zlgzegging in sccordance with plan one. Average steam 4C0; average

D,
.5, Navy.

I‘pm l42. m{/@é‘e/‘/
W. KI WEBER,
Ensign, U.S. Navy.
18 to 18

Steaming as before on bese course 270° T., and pge., 254° psc., Bpeed 15 knota,
zlgzegging 1n secordence with plen one. 1639 Geaged zigzagging and geaumed bese
courcse, 1640 Changed scouting course left to 114% T., and pge., 105° pse. 1855

Commenced zlgzagging in accordance with plen one. Av ge steam 400; average
rpo 1420 %/;jﬁ
W

T F. SAUNDERS,
Lieutenant (jg), U.S%. Naval Reserve.

18 to 20
3teeming =me before on base course 114° T., and pgc., 105° pee., at 15 knote, zig-

in gccor . AV 4n0. R P ms 142,

zegging 1ln gccordance with zigzag plan one q%ig}j,‘ am’%w ffy_,g
“R. WITCHEZLL,
Eneign, U.S8. Naval Reserve,

2C tg 24
Steaning ee before on bease course 114° T., and pge., 105° pec,, at 15 knots, 142
rpm, zigzegging eccording to plan one. 2030 Helf masted colors Tollowing movements
of HUGHES. 2038 Two blocked colors.. 2045 All honds to general querters, darkened

ship, executed sunset. 2150 Ceased zlgzagging resumed base course. 2155 Secured
from genersl guarrers, get condition IIT in ship's batteries. 2200 Chenged

course to 024 ., end pge., OL5° pee. 2250 Cheng. scputing course to 316° 7.,
TN

and pge., 308° pse. Average steam 40C; average-rpm
) {

M. ALLEN,
Eﬂslgn, Uo Bo NBVYo
- e/ < =
. o S -'/ {/IP : . m _;_cﬂ....-*_..
Approved: ﬁf- _a/. EMROTH, Examined: R. C, PEDEN,
Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy, Lieutenent Commender,
Commenc’ii ngn T, 8, X., Mavigator,

10—10015 (This page to be sent to Bureau of Navigation monthly with Log sheets)












The destroyer USS Benham (DD-397) (Lt. Cdr. J. M. Worthington, USN), name ship for her class, is shown
in May, 1942, with heavy cruisers of Task Force 16 (Admiral Raymond A. Spruance). The ship is return-
fng to her screening station after acting as plane guard for USS Enterprise (CV=-6) during flight oper-
ations. Two of Benham'’s four quadruple 21-in, torpedo tube mounts can be seen on the main deck aft of
the stack. Other armaments: four 5-inch/38 dual-purpose guns, four water-cooled .50-cal. machine quns
and two stern depth charge racks with ten 600-/b, charges. Benham was heavily damaged on November 15,
1942, by a torpedo in the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal. She was abandoned in the afternoon without the
loss of a single | Ife, and sunk with gunfire by USS Gwin (DD-433). (Official U.S. Navy Photograph)







Commander Arnold E., True, USN, commanding off icer of USS Mammann (0D-u12)
when that destroyer was sunk on June 6, 19542, being awarded both the Navy
Cross and the Distinguished Service Medal for heroism during a rescue op-
eration for survivors of the USS Lex ington (CV=2) and for "heroic conduct
and especially meritorious service” during salvage operations for the USS
Yorktown (CV-5). The medals were presented to Cdr. True by Admiral w. M,
Halsey in an impressive double ceremony aboard a destroyer in a South Pa-
cific port on December 29, 1942, (Official U.S. Navy Photograph)







DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

Awarded to COMMANDER ARNOLD ELLSWORTH TRUE, UNITED STATES NAVY
CITAT ION:

®For heroic conduct and especially meritorious service
in duty of great responsibility as Commanding Off icer of
the U.S5.5. HAMMANN engaged in salvaging of the U.S.S. YORK-
TOWN on June 8, 1942, Commander True placed his ship
alongside the YORKTOWN which was |isted heavily to port as
a result of torpedo hits sustained in battle on June &,
1942, in order to furnish water for fighting fire and for
flooding empty tanks, and to furnish electric power for
operating salvage pumps. Knowing that the YORKTOWN would
be the target of enemy submarine and air attacks which
might be made against our forces in the vicinity, that sev-
eral enemy submarines had been reported nearby, and that he
would probably be unable to get his ship out of the way of
any submarine or air attack directed at the YORKTOWN until
the attack should hit, he maintained his ship in that posi-
tion for an extended period; by means of the water pressure
and power he furnished, a fire which had been burning since
the YORKTOWN was hit by bombs on June 4th was ext inguished,
and sufficient water had been transferred within the ship
to remove 2 degrees of her dangerous |ist. In midafternoon
an enemy submarine made a successful torpedo attack against
the YORKTOWN, The first torpedo hit and sank the U.S.S.
HAMMANN. Two other torpedoes exploded against the side of
the YORKTOWN sufficiently close to the HAMMANN to have sunk
her if she had not already been hit. Nine of the twelve
off icers in the HAMMANN were killed, as was a large per-
centage of her crew. Commander True, when rescued some two
hours later, was found to be supporting two enl/isted men,
one on each arm. He himself was so stunned and exhausted
that he did not realize that the two men he had rescued had
died. Commander True's distinguished heroism and intrepid
performance of duty were in keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of the Naval Service.”

£ % X &K ¥ %X X X K X

Source: A copy of a news release dated December 29, 1942, at the
Naval Historical Center, Ships! Histories Branch, Washington
Navy Yard.

E. A. wilde, Jr.
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NAVY OFFICER GETS
-7 HERO AWARDS
Aided Rescues when T, S.

Carriers Sank; . Honors"
~for Haddonfield Man

By The Associated Press
Washington, Dec. 20—Command-
er- Arnold Ellsworth .True, 41; of
Corinth, Ky., has been awarded both
the Navy Cross and the Disungmsh-
ed Service Medal for great heroxsm\
displayed as skipper of the destroy-
er Hammann in alding rescues and
damage control work when the air-
eraft carrierz Lexington and York-
town were lost in the Pacific:

The Lexington went down in the
battle'of the Coral Sea last May and
the Yorktown was sunk later during

the Battle of Midway.

fost at Midway, while standing by
the stricken Yorktown, and Com-
mander True himself was rescued
from the water.

Sapported Two Dead Men

" His citation for the Midway ac-

"|tion said that when he was rescued

about two hours after the Hamman
was sunk by torpedoes from a Japa-
nese submarine he "“was found to
be supporting two enlisted men, one
on each arm. He himself was so
stunned and exhausted that he did
not realize that the two men he had
rescued had died,” *

Commander’ True, whose wife,
Mrs. Corine True, lives at San Car-
los, Cal., received the Navy Cross
for his heroism.in conneection with
the sinking of the Lexington when
his job was to rescue survivors from
the vessel before it finaliy went
down,

“¥While still {n danger of another
attack by enemy planes ahd while
the Lexington was heing shaken by
violent explosions and was being
gutted by raging fires,” the citation
said, “Commander True, in total dis-
regard for his own safety, placed his
ship alongside the Lexington and
took off a large number of sur-
vivors. His courage and devotion to
duty were In keeping with the high-
est traditions of the naval service,”
Supplied Water for Fire

The citation accompanying the
Distinguished Service Medal award-
ed for Commander True's part in
efforts to save the Yorl-ctown, re-

ported that- he placed the ~Ham-
fmann alongside the carrier in.order
te furnish wgjer for fighting fire
and for flooding empty tanks and
to supply electrical power “or oper-
ating salvage pumps.

-"Knowing that the Yorktown
wouid be the target of enemy sub-
marine and air attacks which might
e meade against our forces in that
wicinity, that several enemy sub-
narines had been reported nearby,

and that he would probably be un-

The destroyer Hammann also was

‘exploded agelnst the side of the

able to get his ship out of the way}
of any submarine or air attack di-
rected at the Yorktown until the
aftack should hit,” the citation said,
“he maintained his ship in that posi-
tion for an extended peried; by
means of the water pressure and
power furnished, a-fire which had
been burning since the Yorktown
was hit by bombs on June 4 was ex-
tinguished, and sufficient water had
beén transferred within the ship to
remove two degrees of her dan-
gerous list.

Sunk by First Torpede

. “In mid-afternoon an enemy sub-
marine. made & successful torpedo
attack against the Yorktown.-. Jdne
first torpeda hit and sank the U, S.
S. Hammann, Two other torpedees

Yorktown sufficiently close to the
Hammann to have sunk her if she
had not already been hit:

“Nine of the 172 officers in the
Hammann were kiiled, as was a
large percentage of her crew.

“Commander True, when rescued
some two hours later, was found to
be supporting two enlisted men, one
on eezch arm. He himself was so
stunned and exhausted that he did
not realize that the two men he had
rescued had died.”

The medals were presented to
Commander True by Admiral Wil-
liam F. Halsey, comtmander of the
South Pacific area and the South
Pacific force,

New Honor for Pilot . f

‘Other. officers decorated: included
Lieutenant (jg) - Walter - A. . Haas,
29, .of 420 Woodland av., Haddon-
ﬂeld N. J., whose wife, Mrs Marion
Ruth Haas, lives at 622 Grant av,,
West Collingswood, N."J. A ﬂghter
pllot at Midway, he was awarded
the Gold Star in-lleu of & ‘gecond
Navy Cross, having recelved 'his
{lrst. Navy Cross for service in the
Battle of the Coral Sea.. ... '







U.8.8. Hammann (DD=412 )

Obituary for Rear Admiral Arnoild E£//sworth True, USN (Ffet.)r

(1501-1979 )

Command ing Officer,

11 August 1939 to 6 June 1942

ARNOLD ELLSWORTH TRUE 21

RAdm. Arnold Ellsworth True USN (Ret.)
died on 1] December 1979 in Palo Alto,
California. Memorial services were held on 18
December at the Ft. Myer Chapel with inter-
ment in Arlington National Cemetery.

Appointed to the Naval Academy from the
State of Kentucky, he was graduated with the
Class of 1921 on 3 June 1920. Sea duty fol-
lowed and he also was a graduate of the Naval
War College and earned a master’s degree in
meteorology at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

In 1939 (then) Cdr. True was ordered to
command the destroyer HAMMANN, newly
commissioned in Kearny, New Jersey. Operat-
ing in the Atlantic for two years, the ship was in
Iceland on 7 December 1941, then ordered to
duty in the South Pacific, where, in April 1942,
she made her first impact on the war effort by
rescuing two fighter pilots downed on Guadal-
canal by enemy action. Four days iater she
was taking part in the Battle of the Coral Sea,
the first naval engagement fought entirely on
both sides between aircraft and ships. The air-
craft carrier LEXINGTON was mortally wounded
in this engagement, and HAMMANN picked up
nearly 500 men from the water before the car-
rier was sunk. HAMMANN thereupon steamed at
high speed for Pear] Harbor for urgent repairs
and replenishment, then three days later was
underway to take part in one of the decisive’
battles of history, Midway. Once again Ham-
MANN was calied upon to assist when the car-
rier YORKTOWN took two torpedo hits and had
to be abandoned. HAMMANN picked up sur-
vivors in the water, including YORKTOWN's
skipper, the late VAdm. (then Capt.) Elliott
Buckmaster USN '12. The next day HAMMANN
returned to the stricken ship to transfer 2 dam-
age control party, then lay alongside, providing

hoses and water for firefighting, power and
other services while tied up alongside
YORKTOWN. The salvage party was making ex-
celient progress when a Japanese submarine
penetrated the protective screen, fired four
torpedoes and struck HaMMANN with one,
breaking her back. The ship sank in four min.
utes, and over eighty members of the crew
were lost, including nine of the twelve officers
on board. Cdr. True was blown overboard and
when rescued two hours later was found to be
supporting two enlisted men, one on each arm.
He himself was so stunned and exhausted that
he did not realize that the two men he had res-
cued were dead. He was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Medal for his heroism in this
action, having aiready received the Navy
Cross for his courage in the Battle of the Coral
Sea. '

He finished the war as a staff officer with the
Atlantic Fleet, after commanding a destroyer
division in the Pacific. Other decorations in-
cluded the Bronze Star Medal, the Navy
Commendation Medal, and the Purple Heart.
He was transferred to the retired list in 1946,

Always close to the crew of HaMMmann,
RAdm. True had attended every reunion that
the crew had held since the end of the war, He
was a trustee of the Ben Lomond Quaker Cen-
ter in California and had been an outspoken
opponhent of the war in Vietnam. In 1947 he es-
tablished the department of meteorology at San
‘Jose State College and retired from this post in
1968 as professor emeritus. He later operated a
cattle ranch in the Santa Cruz Mountains and
traveled extensively.

He is survived by his widow Corinne, 425
Grant Ave., Apt. 29, Palo Alto CA 94301; two
sons, a brother and a sister, '

1 Shipmate magazine (U.5. Naval/ Academy ), March, 1980







USS Hammann (DD-412)

SILVER STAR MEDAL

BERLYN. MARCONI KIMBREL
Torpedoman First Class, United States Navy

CITATION:]

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of
his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving on
board the USS HAMMANN during action with the enemy in the vicin-
ity of Midway Island on June 6, 1942, when that vessel was
struck by torpedoes fired by a Japanese submarine. Following
the explosion of the enemy torpedoes and with the ship sinking
rapidly, he checked all depth charges and reported them on
ISAFE.! Thereafter he remained on the stern of the ship supply-
ing life jackets and assisting stunned and injured personnel
over the side until the stern was completely submerged. He
floated off without having a chance to get a life jacket for
himself, and a few seconds later was killed as the result of an
underwater explosion. He gallantly gave up his life in the
service of his country.”

LN SEE BN ST NN N SN N A

1 Awarded posthumously. This draft citation, on an index card
at the Operational Archives Branch of the Naval Historical
Center, Washington Navy Yard, may have been reworded before
it was formally issued,

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
March, 2004






The Evarts-class destroyer escort USS Elden (DE-26#) was launched at the
Boston Navy Yard, April 6, 1943. The ship was christened by Mrs. Marga=-
ret Newton Elden, widow of Lieutenant Ralph Waldo Elden, USN. Lt. Elden
was posthumousl!y awarded the Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism as Ex-
ecut ive Officer of the USS Hammann (DD-412) on June 6th, 1942, following
the Battie of Midway. When the Commanding OFFf icer was d:sab!ed Lt., €1-
den took charge and coolly directed the abandon ship operation untwl the
decks were completely awash. He was killed shortly thereafter by an un-
derwater explosion. (Courtesy of Lt, Elden's son, Thomas Eilden.)







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTOMN

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVY CROSS posthumously to

LIEUTENANT RALLPH W. ELDEN, UNITED STATES NAVY
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For extraordinary heroism and extreme #isregard
of personzl safety as Executive Officer of the U.S.8.
HAMMANN during action against enemy Japanese forces
near Midway Island on June 6, 1942. When the Commanding
Officer was temporarily disabled, Lieutenant Elden
immediately took charge and, with cool courage and
unfailing presence of mind, continued to direct abandon
‘ship operations aboard the rapidly sinking vessel until
the decks were completely awash and he went down into
the sea. A few seconds thereafter he was killed by an
underwater explosion. While faithfully and efficiently
performing his duties he gallantly gave up his life in the
service of his country.”

For the President,

Jecretary of the Navy.






USS Martin H. Ray (DE=-338) rips through the Atlantic escorting a convoy to
Europe in 1944, This Edsall-class destroyer escort was named after an of-
ficer who died when the destroyer USS Hammann (DD-412) was sunk on June &,
1942, following the Battle of Midway. Lieutenant Martin H. Ray, Jr., USN,
was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross for "extraordinary heroism and ex-
treme disregard of personal safety” after his ship was hit by enemy torpe-

does, (U.5. Naval Institute Collection)

:







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WABHINGOTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVY CROSS to

LIEUTENANT MARTIN H. RAY, JR., UNITED STATES NAVY
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

““For extraordinary heroism and extreme disregard
of personal safety as Engineer Officer of the U.S.S.
HAMMANN during action against enemy Japanese forces
near Midway Island on June 6, 1942. After the vessel had
been struck by enemy torpedoes, Lieutenant Ray capably
and efficiently directed efforts at damage control,
supervised evacuation of spaces below decks and assisted
other personnel in leaving the ship. Despite the ever-
increasing danger of remaining aboard the rapidly sinking
vessel, he carried on, with unfailing courage and
conscientious devotion to duty, until he died as the result

of an underwater explosion. He gallantly gave up his life
in the service of his country.”

For the President,

W—e«

Secretary of the Navy,
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DestreyerTook;BIaw

l:l'wo Ciréwﬁ'iéjn' "!l"eﬂ"Ht-Sw' '
" ‘Sailor Wem- Down W_lth
Ship to. Save the:s W

By tl-e assacmbed Prase. .

. BAN FBANGIEGO, Aug, 1.—~Two
Furvivors..of “the: Eestr oyer - Ham-'
mann ‘told today their wership
was - sunk in-the Mi way  battle. by’
Japanese- torpedoes; clesigned. lor: the
aircraft. Carrier Yorktown. . s

Searian’ R Bhiaetér of S ;Olair
Bo.,.and W P, Lambert, shlp 8:-000kK:
2d eclass, .of Staten Island:N:Y. Te=-
lated steorfes -of -high hezeism b;r
their snipmdtes. _

The twe, both 22* yea.rs ‘old; talkad
wvarmly of Comdr. Amold B, Truek
attempt to rescue two.seamen, and
of & torpedoman, B, N/ Kimbreli,

who- went down with the ship, {ry-

ng to.save .others from death. - .
- Lambert; reunited. here with his
wife, Evelyn, seid the Hammann
had beaten offiJapinese atteoks for
two days when if.pulled.up- dlong=
side. the. stricken Yorktown on June
§ togfd in puttmg out. fires-and “to
tee- what we.could' do to.help.”

{THe Navy has. snnounced om-'

tially that-the ‘Yorktowrnwas - ‘put
BUL: ﬁﬁ%tinn»iﬁ the Mldwa.y engage-
ment;)
" Wrist' Watoh Torn Oﬂ'.

“I ‘was down in. my bunk -asleep
when the ﬁrst torpedo- struck us,”
he related, " “I'got up, dressed .snd

staried for my battle station, The-_

torpeds” hit a Ntflé forward “of the
quarierdeck, and the concussion tore
my wrist.watch off my hand. The
ghip Hfted about five fest I the air.”

A seepnd torpedo hit left the:ship
sinking fast, an jt's fo 'asle Was set-
tling under.. water. when “Lambert

Jumped into:the. water: ant got an

& life-Taft.

Sriaeter sgid" nearly all the fatsl-
{ties and Jnjuries resulted. net from
the torpedoes, but from an: uhder-
surface explosion while the™ men
were:- trymg to swim: or: pa.ddle away
on rafts.

Shaefer was ai’t on., the, super---;
structire - of. the - I-Ia.mma.nn “when.

“abandon ship" orders’ eame. .

f:los:lon poeitred;. .

_‘Exnlosion: Was , “Terrifying.” . |
‘aaring a8 niejucket he munaged
wim -50 feet. from the' ed.
Dyer “before- & "terrif?ing X~

B "The_ axplosien could h&ve been

rpedoes,"ﬁhe ua,id "I‘h
was Blgek with men, and the blist
fiik'ew—some of therri outt.of, ke water

gxid-sucked some of them ‘down. .
4.1t was 80 heawy that cigaTette
ﬁghter&r ‘and:cages.in the-pockets .of
the men were crushed. It paralyzed
my legs—it was Just ltke- ~a. sten.m
roller going over me.” '

LJSHpeter--anitd.. Torpedoma.n Kim-
brell-stmzed sboard-the siriking Ham-
mann. to-sét. safety deviegs.on the
dapin «charges .qo-that: they would
not. explode . and. .pnssibly ‘endanger
the Yarkbown .orlives of.-the de-
stroyer's orew,

Eimbrell : appuenﬂy bemme en-
,ta.ngled in the :depth, cherge rack,
and ithe last his buddies saw of him
e was-caught ih the suction as “the
Hammann: settled. =~

Ax.for Comdy, Tt ‘Shaei’er said :
5'1 don't. think: ther e, on-the

wwho weuldn's giv hisright arm
- Ahe eaptatl ™ THE" offficer- was
umnn't];;g water with two men, one
ach arm.. One of them was

dead:aissndy, they. legrnedfiater, and
the f&t8: of. the second has not been
detemmem L







The Battle of Midway Roundtable
Veterans Stories: Elmer Jones and the USS Hammann

Elmer Jones was a fireman aboard the desrroyér USS Hammann, which was torpedoed and
and sunk on 6 June 1942 while assisting in safvage operations for the USS Yoritown. This is
Elmer’s story of the Hammann. -

1. A DESTROYER BY CHOICE

I did not enjoy boot camp_ Although 1 did not particularly hate it, I certainly did not Like
getting up at 040{ to take down my hammock and go to the basement and scrub it We had to do this
once a week. After I got aboard ship, 1 recognized how Important cleanliness was. When you have
that many men i close proximity, it's a primary concern to 2. If memory serves me right, we had
twelve weeks training, and then transferred to the outgoing unit. They put a list of the ships available
on the bulletin board and lived us up alphabetically and told us to pick what siip we warted. There
was four of us who had become good friends and wanted to stay together. Three wanted to go on a
big ship, but I wanted a destroyer, So I said if there is a big ship left when we get up there, Il take it
with you, but if there isn’t you’ll all pick the Hammam. I won.

In May 1940 we were sent to the Norfolk Navy Yard to meet our ship. We had to take a ferry
across the bay, and when we got off as we were waiting for the bus [ told Marshall Jones "Lets get off
this floating dock.” He looked at me and said "What's wrong with you? This is 2 concrete pier”. It
felttomelikelwasjustﬂna&nglq:mxidown,mﬂbyﬂmﬁmcwegottothebase[wassoseasicki
could not eat supper. 1 thought, my god, I signed up for six years of this?

When we got aboard ship, my first watch was lookout on the bridge, and 1 stood t here with
the sea air striking me in the face and thinking this is not too bed after all. , And then I suddenly
vomnited!. Iturned my face seaward and it went all over the boat that was Just below. 1 bet the
seamnan who had that boat as a cleaning station would have killed me if he had known who did it.
After that | had very little seasickness.

2. THE BLACK GANG

Our first foreign port was Guantanamo, Cuba. In peacetime navy rigged awnings over the
deck in the tropics. The bos’n’s mate wanted to feach us recruits who was hoss and he was giving us
all a bad time. Ilooked back aft and there was a bunch of men flaked out under the awnings we had
put up. 1 asked one of the old men, "who are those guys laying down back there?" He told me that
they were the black gang — the engineers do not work in the tropics except in emergency. That night 1
met an old Chief Machinist Mate on deck and asked him how to get into the black gang. He told me I
was talking to the right man. He wanted four recruits to transfer in, so I got my three buddies and we
all went to the engine room and fire room. {Understand, | am not lazy, {just didn’t like to rig
awnings.)

3. THE NORTH ATLANTIC
bip://www lodinet.com/rruss/midway/vets_stories_jones.htm 5/13/03



The north Atlantic was the most horrendous physical duty of my six years in the navy. Also, it
was the only time | even considered missing the ship imtentiomally. When they told us we had to make
another trip to lceland, most of us would have given anything to not have gone. Anything you did on
topside, you risked you life. You could not eat or sleep in & normal manner. You had to strap
yourself m your bunk. On the mess deck, they sometimes just strapped large pans of boiled potatoes,
beef, and bread on the tables, and we walked by to grab some bread and meat for a sandwich, plus a
cold potato to go. You then lnoked for some place to brace yourself while you ate.

In the engne room on the center {ine of the ship is an instrument that records the ship’s roll.
Once we went over to 69 degrees. When we got back to the Boston navy yard, they noticed the 69-
degree reading and seid that it was impossible. If you did that, you'd never get back up. We did. The
men in the fire room said we dipped water in the stack. !t was certainly not a pleasure cruise.

Few people knew that we were engaged in a sea war with German submarines at that time.
Under the “rules™ at that time, we could take convoys over to England, but as long as we did not go
within a set distance from shore the German subs would not fire at our Navy ships. But when we got
to Iceland, 1 believe it was the USS Kearny I saw there with a hole in her side from a torpedo.

4. INTO THE PACIFIC

Everyone was rather apprehensive about entering the war zone m the Pacific. It was certainly
a new experience for all of us. It was like on-the-job traiming, but if you
didn’t do your job right you might all die. I really thought we would go right out, hunt down the
enemy and slug it out. 1had no conception of how much jockeying for a favorable position they had
to do, and how important that would be for the pilots who had to find the enemy and then wonder if
they had enough gas to make it back. It seemed like we satled around day after day doing nothing but
drills and staying alert. We set a record for 117 contimous days underway.

We would take oil from a tanker at sea and sometimes we’d even get mail. 1 was glad when
we would go along side a British supply ship, because they would usually give us honey. The cooks
would then make biscuits; a real treat. But when they gave us a bunch of mutton I could have shot
them! There was even a story going around that General MacArthur had a sheep ranch in Australia
and we were required to use so much mutton. When the cooks made mutton stew, I'd usually grab
some Spam and bread and take it to the engine room.

5. THE BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA

My battle station was on the lower deck on pump watch. I saw nothing that went on topside.
1t’s hard to be a coward on a ship. A destroyer is only 327 feet long so you can't run anywhere, you
just stay on your station and sweat a lot more than usual. You soon developed an attitude that the only
thing you can do is your particular job and you hope everyone else does his. 1f any man fails to do his
task, it can cost the ship and many lives.

After the battle was over | went down and went to bed. The Lexington had
been badly damaged, but they made some repairs and | believe were making 15 knots. 1 had just
gotten to sleep when someone woke me up and asked me if I wanted to see the Lexington go down. 1
thought he was kidding, but went topside and there it was, a mass of flames. They were abandoning



ship, and we had a boat in the water to pick up survivors If I remember right, we lost that boat and
its crew. The destroyer Morris was in close to the carrier, and when planes started exploding they
backed out so fast it :

tore a section of the bridge off. The Hammann then moved in close and continued to pick up
SUrvVivors.

After the battle we were all low on oil and the Japs had sunk our tanker, so
we had to lay in port at the Tonga Islands to wait for another tanker. After we had refueled and
headed for Pearl, we knew the YORKTOWN had been badly damaged so we figured we would all get
a nice long rest. However, we thought it odd that they brought some engineers out to meet the
Yorktown while it was still underway for Pearl. Midway was beckoning.

6. MIDWAY

We were reluctant about going out to the Midway area. We knew something big was about to
happen but they didn’t tell us what it was until after we got underway. 1t was stift like on-the-job
training for us. The Japs had done some of this before, but we had not. It seemed to me that one of
the most tragic mistakes was not really testing our torpedoes. I remember we would put a dummy
warhead on them, and then we’d retrieve them with a boat after they were fired. We never really gave
them a true test. I believe
at the time they said they cost $12,500 dollars. That would have been a pittance compared to the
value of a real test.

At my battle station below decks, the only thing that made you aware of the battle was the
frenzy of speed. 1f their bombs missed the carrier and we had a near miss, you might feel the jar. We
were elated when we beard the results of the battle. I was on the 1JV phones, which was the
communication between the bridge and the engine room, and what little I could hear during the battle
was rather discouraging. But it was hard to believe the final reports.

When they passed the word on Yorktown to abandon ship, we pulled in close to pick up the
survivors. [ understand that the carrier’s skipper, Captain Buckmaster caught a lot of criticism for
abandoning ship too soon. Monday morning quarterbacking is awfully easy, but with the number of
lives involved and the condition of the ship, I thought he made the right decision, After all, less than a
mouth before we saw what developed with the Lexington, which according to what I’d seen, was
abandoned in better shape than the Yorktown.

Commander True, Hammann's skipper, gathered some of the Yorktown’s men that we’d
picked up to go back aboard the carrier to see if they could save it. Hammann tied up to the injured
ship so we could furnish electric power and fire hoses to fight the fires that were still burning. When
the Harimann was torpedoed, that’s why we sank so fast: with all those cables and hoses passing
through open hatches and doors, we had no watertight integrity whatever. | have read that we sank
anywhere from 90 seconds to 4 minutes. 1 have always said it was Navy peacetime regulations that
sank the Hammann. The Navy had a regulation that if you were dead in the water for so long and it
was not practical to jack the main engines by hand, then you must close the main bulkhead steam stop
and engage the mechanical jacking gear. Now this was fine in peacetime so that you didn’t warp the
main turbines, but it should have been ignored at Midway. 1 still say if Hammann had been on that
picket line, we would have picked up that submarine. Qur sonar men were really good. I have not
heard to this day a satisfactory explanation why it was not detected. We pever knew the sub was there
until they saw the wake of the torpedoes. I have read where the Jap commander said he got inside the



picket line, was too close and had to go out and come in again. I will have to give the Jap commander
"G" for guts. 1t should never have happened.

All morning | had manned the foam generator to fight fire on the Yorktown. We had a twin
cartridge unit m order to switch back and fourth to replace one cartridge while the other was being
expended. The crew on the 8-12 morning watch was there and I remember the Chief of the Watch
was just pacing back and forth with an agitated look on his face, and | saw something hard to believe.
Enlisted men were never to touch a commissioned officer and vice-versa, but the engineer, Mr.Ray,
walked around in front of the chief, took him by the shoulders, looked him right in the eye and said
"Chief, settle down. There is nothing to worry about. If anything should happen we have a tug out
here that can pull us out of here at a moment’s notice.” I do not believe Mr. Ray saw me there or he
would have called the chief to one side first. The chief did not want to close that bulkhead steam
stop. I thought Mr. Ray was correct. I felt just as safe as if I was standing out in the middle of a
Kansas wheat field. Within six hours Mr. Ray was dead. The next time I saw the chief he was sitting
in a bar called "The Lodge" at the corner of Turk and Larkin street in San Francisco and he was
wearing a Warrant Officer’s uniform.

7. LOSS OF THE HAMMANN

I had the 1600 to 2000 watch and had been on pump watch on the lower deck about 10
minutes when 1 heard the 20 mm guns firing and thought, my god, is it an qgir raid? 1 thought sure
there were no more enemy carriers in the area. The bridge rang up emergency astern but of course
there was no steam. At that moment a torpedo hit and things flew everywhere. It was instant
darkness, the generators were probably thrown out of alignment and stopped immediately. 1 am sure
* there was a second torpedo hit, or one that went off underneath Hammann and that’s probably what
broke the keel. I don’t remember hearing abandon ship; it was obvious that we’d have to. They
always said wear your life jacket at all times, but few if any did. [ always hung mine on the hand rail
and said I would grab it as I go up the ladder. Didn’t happen. When I got topside it suddenly
occurred to me 1 had no life jacket. | saw a great big black lump on the deck and it dawned on me
that it was the life jackets that the Yorktown survivors had left there, They were completely covered
with old black oil from our ruptured the fuel oil tanks. I rammed my hand into the mess as far as [
could and pulled one out. Saints be praised, it was a good one.

I started aft and went from port to starboard at mid ship, and this put me directly under our
nest of torpedo tubes. Now, I knew next to nothing about them but there was a cable that ran from
the torpedo back to the tube. I asked a torpedoman what that was for, and he told me that when a
torpedo is fired, the cable pulls a metal strip out of the torpedo, which arms it. All the cables had been
pulled. The torpedo motors were running wide open and made a hell of a noise, and I thought if they
had magnetic warheads they could go off any time.

I ran for the stern and it was already rising out of the water. I saw a torpedoman who was
checking the safety settings on the depth charges. 1jumped. ! will never be able to describe the
feeling at that time. If you jump in the ocear, the ship could suck you down or if it blew up it would
probably kill you, but if you ride the ship down you knew damn well you were dead. It did not take
long to decide. Four of us jumped at the same time. The ship had started sliding bow first and we all
yelled for the torpedoman to jump, but it was too late. At about that instant there was a terrific
explosion. Great walls of water and fuel oil rolled over us and about the time you caught your breath
and wiped the oil out of your eyes another wave would hit you. I nearly drowned. I remember saying

to myself “Mildred your little brother will never be 22.” Mildred was my older sister. My birthday



was June 7th, and someone was trying to kill me on the 6th.

8. RESCUE

One of the men near me in the water said that I had blood running out of my nose, ears, and
mouth. I told him, “so what, you have too.” I finally got ahold of a raft and hung on until the USS
Benham picked us up. The Benham had rigged cargo nets over the side for us to climb aboard. Now,
a rope cargo net is not the easiest thing to climb when you’re in good condition, which I obviously
wasn’t. I made it almost to the top and just gave out. Another Hammann fireman, Car! Hunstein, .
pulled me aboard and laid me down by the fire room hatch, then sat down on the other side, The next
day I asked someone where Carl was, and they told me he was dead. I said that I knew better,
because he’d saved me from falling back into the ocean while trying to get aboard. Apparently,
immediately after that he had just sat down and died of his injuries.

I was placed on a stretcher, and noticed that the Benham’s crew dumping dead bodies over the
side. When they were ready to send one over, they would blow a whistle and everyone was supposed
to come to attention. My stretcher bearers set me down right in line with the dead bodies. I let them
know | was still alive!

When the Benham started for Pear Harbor they went up to flank speed, and
when you do that on a destroyer the crews” quarters really shakes. They hought the main thing was to
get us to the hospital, but finally a doctor asked the Benham’s captain to slow down because the
vibration was killing the men. The doctors had no experience with the kinds of injuries we had
sustained, so they opened up oue of the dead men in order to see what they were dealing with. They
said their intestines looked like they had been shot with buckshot and were full of holes. One of the
injured men gave his keys to another sailor and told him if they didn’t do something for him soon, he
was going to jump over the side. The next moming at roll call, he wasn’t there.

9. A DESTROYER BY CHOICE

When we got to Pearl, Admiral Nimitz was there to greet us. They sent me up to a mobile
hospital called the Red Hill, and I was there about two weeks. Then, it was back to Treasure
Island (San Francisco Bay) for reassignment. There was a new ship ready to go into commission, and
they said all who wanted to stay together could go aboard. Our new ship was the USS Gansevoort,
DD 608

http://www.lodinet.com/rruss/midway/vets_stories_jones.htm 5/13/03






U.S8.58, Hammann (D00=-412)

List of Officers, June 6, 1942

*TRUE, Arnold Ellsworth
**£LDEN, Ralph Waldo
**RAY, Martin Hasset, Jr.

*HART IGAN, Charles Conway, Jr.
*®ELMES, Clyde Collsmore, Jr.
**LOVERING, william Bacon
**ENRIGHT, Robert
**WOODRUFF, James Gordon
**PURVIS, Roy Wall ingford
**CHAPMAN, Charles Edmund
**HOLTON, Ralph Lee

*SMITH, Bert

PETERSON, John- H.

**%DAVIS, Marvin Burton

Rank Branch

COR
LT
LT
LT jg
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
(sc)
LT jg

(MC)
W.0.

File # Primary Outy
USN 056888 Commanding
USN 070255 X.0./Navigator
USN 073598 Engineer Off.
USN 081046 Gunnery OfFr.
USN 100360 Asst. Gunnery
USNR 096085 Communicat ions
USNR 096552 st Lieutenant
USNR 085574 Commissary
USNR 057887 Sound Officer
USNR 102155 Asst. Engineer
USN 123678 Torpedo OFF,
USN 115539 Disbursing
USNR Med ical OfF.
USN 198012 Machinist

* % % % % % % % % %

1 Compited from a |ist of casualties (see below) and the Benham's
deck log for 6/9/42 which I|ists the Hammann survivors put ashore
at Pear! Harbor. Primary duty assignments were obtained from the
List of Officers for March, 1942,
logs and correspondence in the ship's Casualty Assistance Branch
folder at Archives i, College Park, Maryland (Record Group 24 ).

included with the Mammann's deck

* Wounded (** Killed) when Hammann was sunk on June &, 1942, accord-
ing to a machine-generated I|ist of casualties at Archives Ii in the
"Battle Books" (RG 24 ) prepared by BuPers after the war listing
casualties by battle/campaign by ship.

A, wWilde, Jr.

March, 2004






U.S5.5. Hammann (DD-412)

Muster Roll of the Crew, June 6, 142!

**A[BRECHT, Charlie Martin
*ALLISON, Willie Virgit
*AMATO, Emanuel George
*ANDERSON, Edward Peter

**ANDERSON, Venoy Merrill

AUTON, Corum E,
*34CON, Bert
*%BALLARD, Robert John
BANKS, Guy Lancelot
*BAUMGARTNER, Max Douglas
**3EASLEY, Douglas Lee
*%351TZ, Carl! Owen
BERNING, Raymond Arthur
*»%3JERI, Harry Vernon

B8IRDS INGER, Aaron Frederick

**BLECHER, Kermit Rastus
*%BOLTON, Jack Brixey
BOOTH, Robert Grady,.Jr.
**B0UCK, Warren Charles
**BRAMSTEDT, Henry John
8ROOME, Donald Fredric
*BROWN, John Michas!
BUSSLER, Nathan L,
*%3USSO, Frank
CARISLE, Jack Calvert
*%CARLSON, Daniel William
CHAWLCRAFT, Norman Junior
*%CLARK, Harold
CLARK, Willard Elery
COX, Holt Forest
**CRACRAFT, Arthur Lev!/
CRAWFORD, Alfred Stevenson
CRAWFORD, Alonza, Jr.
*CRONIN, James Gordon
*CUNNINGHAM, James Harrison
*%DAILEY, Jim
DALEY, Wilbur John
DECHERT, James Albert
DE MELLO, Harold Daniel,dJr.
*DEVLIN, Robert Paul
**D IBACCO, Vincent Joseph
**DOBBINS, Albert James
DOHERTY, Francis Cornelius
**DOZIER,. Paul! Pittman, Jr.
DUERR, Myron John
DYER, Marvin Edward
ERICKSON, Carl Howard
EVANS, Linton Stesvens
*%FENTON, Wiltard Chapman
FISHBURN, Harry Edward
FITZG1580N, Raymond James

359-77-06
295-72-66
402-65-69
265-83-49
660-05-09
337~54=-61
320-84-12
360-21-10
261 =73-45
300-31 31
382~28-78
321-62-19
341=83-04
341 -81-08
238=-39=~-12
272-01-13
381 =36-30
268=54=96
238=-39=41
381 =-36-38
321 =44=03
243-63-20
279=57=45
223-51-23

- 634-01-17

299=02-98
311=74=36
223=50-48
337-61=-91

266=03=-92
368-52-28
265-79=-69
274-39-37
201-61=-14
258-28=-05
B38w=20=49

. 620-00-48

299=65-73
402=~95~13
328=-91-81

243-80=-82
287-35-10
380=84-97
268-78-87
299=82-31

268-33=00
223~49-87
268=33~ith
223-49=42
668=-09=-32
243-61-95

MM ¢
GM3e
MM1 ¢
Fle
F3e
SC3¢c
ccs
Ste
CPhM
Ste
AM3c
S2¢
¥T10
AFCMA
¥T1c
BMt ¢
Fle
EM3ec
MMl e
Ste
SK3¢c
EM2e
MM2c
wT2c
F3c
CMM
F3c
SM2e
F2e
Ste
FCM3ce
MM1 o
MA1 e
MM1 e
Ste
CKle
Fece
¥TZ2c
Ste
F3e
S2¢
Ste
TM3e
S2¢
TM2e
MM2c
SFZ2e
EMl e
TM2¢
SZ2¢c
Bmkrzc
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*FUGATE, Woodrow Wilson 287=26=-64 AM1 ¢
FUSSELMAN, Paul! Truman 320-83=-87 SCle
*GARDNER, Charles Leslie 368-61=47 S2¢
**QESELL, Walter Alfred 321-38-69 Ste
GILLETTE, Almon Fleming 393.22-93 BM2e
GUGELMAN, Alvin LeRoy 342-18-17 Fle
*HARBERTS, Moér!lin Mattill 3424 3=51 Ste
**HARVEY, Harold Milburn 356=-39-40 Ste
*xHAWK INS, Sidney Percy 382-28-21 F2e
**HENDRICKS, Jesse 1. 670-03-25 See
HENDRICKS, John Rodney 320-53-16 CTM
**HENDRIX, Walter Powell 624~19=69 S2e
**HERRMANN, Clarence Albert 393=-50=-43 S2¢
HILL, James Hughlon 261 =65-41 CEM
**HIRZY, Joseph Frank 337-57-29 F3c
HOLCOMB, Jerimiah Columbus 383-08-90 S2c¢
*HOLT, Jack Lewis 368=-35-56 Qm2c
*HOLTZ, Charles Leonard 300-41-50 S2c
*MOWELL, Dorman Alford 360=-55=-42 S2c
s xHUNSTE IN, Carl John 337-22-64 Fte
*HUNTER, Jack Lentus 616=11=54 S2c
HURLEY, Floyd Martin 321-68-62 F2c¢
** JASON, Albert Stanley 243=-62=-30 BM2c
*% JAYSON, David 403-49-03 RM2c
*JEFFRIES, George Elvert 2%5-10-57 CEM
*JELESNANSKY, Robert George 283-26=20 GM2c¢
*JENDA, John Alexander 283-26-68 MM2c
*JENSEN, Albert Julius 316-09=-32 CARM
*%JOHNSON, Ernest Ralph 368-09-87 WTic
% JOHNSON, Herman Stoddard 368~61-59 CM3c
*JONES, Edgar Elmo 337-57-38 F2c
*JONES, Elmer Lyle 342-18-25 Fte
*% JONES, Marshall William 337-25=94 B2¢
*%KAATZ, Albert Henry 624-19-77  S2c

*KALAR, Norman Banks, Jr. 243-49-54 MM2c
**KAPP, George Wilson, Jr. 2U3-63-19~ Cox

KEIPER, Carl Harold 283-53-65 Ste
*KIGER, Luther Willard 311-69-06 Stc
x%K IMBREL,Berlyn Marconi 355-91-31 TM1 e

*{INSLOW, Robert Alexander 356-73=53 S2c
KLINE, Jeremiah Edward John 311~-31-29 MM2c

*KLINE, Lawrence J. 311-47-30 F2c
KLUG, Delmer Howard 411=15=59 S2c¢
KNIGHT, William weldon 616-11=49 S2¢

*%iNUTH, Donald 337 =-50=-83 S2¢
KOGER, Carl! Raymond 616=16-04 S2c¢
*KOLLAR,. Michael John 283-53-62 S2¢

*%KORMAN, Frank 266=04=37 FCM3e

KUENZIRGER,, Edward Arthur 300=-41=72 Ste

LAMBERT, Willlam Francis,Jr.223-51-22 SC2c
«*%LAND, Harold Clifford 356-73-49 AS

LANE, Maur ice Eugene 4Ot =41=53 PhM3c
*LAURENDEAU,, Wilfred 380-32-31 camM



USS Hammann (DD-#!E) Muster Roll,

LAURITSEN, Francis Michael

LE GALL, Raymond Francis
*%LEGRANT, Charles Clinton
LEIGH, Robert Blair
LEIPPRANDT, Carl Fred
LENZ, Henry Alwin
*LONGTIN, Alfred Junior
*%LYON, Thomas Frank
MAGINNIS, Charles Ol iver
MART IN, James Mark
MARTZ, Leslie Keith
*MATSON, Francis Marion
*MAYO, Dallas Rozell
*MAYO, LeRoy Thomas
*MC CASKILL, Daniel Eugene
*MC CLELLAN, Forrest Glen
*MC COY, Joseph Chester
MG LAREN, Walter Gordon
**MC. MAHON, Kenneth Eugene
MC MAHON, Leon Leslie
*MC SHANE, Willard Gorner
MERCER, Clyde Leon
MERCIER, Arnold Jul fan
*MIESZKOWSK I, Joseph James
**MITCHELL, Harold
*MONTGOMERY, Donald
*MONT 1, Leonard Basl!
*xMORGAN, Henry Morris
*¥*MORTON, Seldon Edward
**MULHA IR, James Joseph
*MURDOCK, Joseph Don
*MURDOCK, Levi
MURPHY, Elmer Dean
**NATZKE, Leonard Frank
NEAL, James William
NELSON, Roy Thomas
*NJICKEL, Charles William
**OBRIEN, Thomas Francis
**OQONNELL, Will iam D,, Jr.
*%QEHLER, Victor William
OLIVER, Robert Patrick
* *OPDENCAMP, W{ll iam
**OWENS, Glenn Franklin
PAGE, Joseph Stewart
**PARRAMORE, Robert Travis
PATTERSON, Richard Hubert
PEARCE, Burnie Neal
*PERRY, Frank Vincent
PERRY, Kenneth Rolland
PFEIFER, Walter
PICA, John Joseph
%P ICKERING, Robert Owen
*PLAISTED, Jay Edwin
**PLOFF, John Frederick

6/6/u2

S EE EE an A Em MR G em am mm e e

300-03-63
393-62~41
616=14-12
618=10~59
31 1~14=31
201 ~65-35
628«16-26
670-08-19
376~25-68
272-03=24
628~05«77
250-48-78
272=29«79
272=-50-50
238-50~-16
393-51=43
412-09-85
300-61097
648-04-06
258-07=05
648=-04~11
385-85=-26
207=-23=14
300-61~96
368-61~19

-360=33-74
614=-04=271

376~-25=52
376-45=81
316=-84-55
368-61~63
332-55=55
360-14~13
300=561-36
658-08=-54
662-20-89
283=-26-72
402-82-38
212=-40-50
662=20=-23
300~-61-74
223-50-24
610~09-95
279=-36-18
268-97-97
411-35-08
337-25=97
602«02~99
376~-25~78
31131 =24
258-12~82
201 =65-64
376-25-57
321 -38-80




*PLUMMER, Reuben
*PROCTOR, Frank Spencer
**RABY, Edward Weslsy :
RASMUSSEN, Robert Ol iver
**RECC.IUS, Kenneth Melton
REED, Harry Frederick
**RENCH, Bernice Neal
*REYNOLDS, Elmer James
RHEA, Harry Lee, Jr.
RIBBY, Leonard Ralph
RIGGS, Ernest Barney
%R ICHARDSON, Preston Stephen
*%R [CHARDSON, Robert Curtis
*%xR ICHARDSON, Warren Jay
*%RITCHIE, Julius
ROBERTS, Alvin Elwood, Jr.
**ROLLINS, Edward Earl
ROLLINS, Edward G.
*%ROSE, Paul Raymond
*SANDEARSON, Ear! Rex
SANES, Joseph
**SCANLON, Francls
SCHNIER, Elmer Louis
SCHWERIN, Louis Aloysius
*SCHWIRTZ, Rollin Victor
*%SELF, George Luther
SHAFFER, Dwight Harold
SHAW, Norman Will iam
SHEAFER, Robert James
*SHOUP, Russel Willle
SHRYOCK, Harold Eugene
%%S JKES, William Lee, Jr.
*xSMITH, Jack
*SMITH, Thomas Harold
SOSNOWSKI, Vincent Theodore
SPEIDEL, Hugo Edwin
STACY, Samuel
*%STAGG, Roy Joseph
STATEN, Robert Richard
STENSLAND, Willard Conrad
STEWART, Carol N.
STILL, vames Arthur
STOCKTON, James Wwillard
**STORM, John Victor
STREIT, Kurt Paul
STRIZZI, Anthony Nickolas
*%STUKEY, Bertie McClellan
*STURGEON, Robert L.
SUTHERLAND, Paul Wayne
SWAIN, Gordon Leroy
**SWAN, George Washington
SWANEK, Bernard Adam
TEER, Jesse Lewis

3u46-40-~12
262-99-48
385-83=-12
272=77=-69
634-03=-29
614=04=74
337=-73=85
368=61 ~62
603-03=-64
321=-71=-53
360=-21=90
258=27-75
321=71=52
321=-71=51
287-58=-54
266=-08~89
356=52~-43
356-18=-25
328-37-81
356-24-52
300=-62=-27
650-04-86
612=04=23
243=46=90
328-97~83
658«08-52
628-05=72
20U=45=86
650-05~34
382~23=-15
337=-73-91
268=-54-82
283-62~73
2724164
250-49-62
638-04-96
250-66=72
382-25-04
300-62~11
392-78-52
337-26~67
650-04-95
337-73-79

- 376~49-84

266~19-94
51 4=0k=72
342-55~-52
279-88-80
668-08~11
61 4=04 =66
61 0-09-81
648-04-08
356~52=31
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*TENEYCK, Thomas Gerald 206-93-07 Cmu
THOMAS, James Wesley 265-58=-25 Msmthitc
THOMPSON, Derrill C. 356-21 =68 AMZc

**TILCHMAN, Henry Edward 262-67-37 Flec
**TROTTER, Neal Junior 295=-27=-62 ¥T2c
“VANDRIEL, Jack 382-23=-16 Fle
*%VOLLUM, Ole Christopher 134=-27-46 CBM
WALTERS, Stanley Vinson 385-89.97 Fte
WELSH, Charles Edward 223=70=-72 File
**WEST, George Willis 360-21=-51 Ste

*WHEALTON, Kenneth Earl 262-67-48 Ste
WHEELER, Willlilam Albert E62-20-65 S2c¢

*WHIPPLE, Merle Ralph 321-36-16 Fle

¥%WILLETT, Edward George 212=31-11 GM2¢c
WILSON, Maurice Eugene, Jr. 300-32-14 F2e
WIMES, Roosevelt 1647973 OS1e
*WINE, Edward Lee, Jr. 266=-21-76 Fece
*¥%WARIGHT, Malcolm Carlisle 381-05-76  CMM
YOUNG, Henry Bernard 360-21~-91 T™M3c

* Kk X N X X N % X X

1 Because there is no muster roll for Hammann on microfilm at Ar-
chives 1l/College Park, Maryland, later than September, 1941, the
sources for this muster roll! are a |ist of casualties (see below),
Benham'!s deck log for 6/9/u2 l'isting Hammann survivors put ashore
at Pear! Harbor and records in the shipls Casualty Assistance
B8ranch folder at Archives |1 (Record Group 24), viz, an unoffi-
cial muster roll dated u/27/42 and a partial list of survivors
dated 6/12/42. Due to the conditions under which these listings
were prepared the muster roll I've compiled may not be completely
accurate.

* Wounded (** killed) when Hammann was sunk on June 68, 1942, ac-
cording to a machine-generated Jist of casualties at Archives 1/
in the "Battle Books" (RG 24) prepared by BuPers after the war
listing casualtlies by battle/campaign by ship.

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement

Killed Wounded Wounded on 5[6[#2
Off icer 10 3 7 Ty
Enlisted rd) 60 96 230
TOTALS B4 (3u%) 63 Y4 24y

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
March, 2004






I

* The editor was not able to
7 enlisted men shown.

USS Hammann (DDO-%12)

Sources Used by the Editor to ident ify the 160 Survivors

Included on His Muster Rol! for 6/6/42;

Benham's deck log for &/9/uz listing Hammann
survivors put ashore at Pearl! Harbor

Total I isted 156
Less names dupl icated (3)
Less survivor who died of wounds

RECCIUS, Kenneth M. (shown as "Killed") (1)

Reported wounded on the machine-generated I ist of

Hammann's casualties at Archives but were not
on Benham:

JENDA, John A.
MURDOCK, Levi
TRUE, Arnold E. (C.0.; rescued by Balch)

Included on a partial 1ist of Hammann survivors
dated &/12/42 in the ship's Casualty Assistance
Branch folder at Archives 11 but were not on
the Benham:

OYER, Marvin E.

LAMBERT, William F., Jr,

PFEIFER, Walter

SHRYOCK, Harold E.

WELSH, Charles E.

Tota! Survivors (Wounded/Not Wounded )

Survivors

152

Ln

2 |
8]

ident ify the rescue ship for the

E. A. Wilde, Jr.

March, 2004






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obl igation
~ the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to Iive "

- Fleet Admira/ Chester W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S5.5. Missouri (BB-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1945,






The U,S5.S, Hammann (00-412) in

Photograph Credits

world war [i

Descript ion Source Code/ldent, No,
Historical plate NA 19-N=21068
Sponsor, Miss Lillian Hammann NA 19-N=20794
Launching, Kearny, NJ, February 4%, 1939 NA 19=N=20791
Stbd. beam, being towed, August, 1939 NI Order with photocopy
20-mm QOerl! ikon machine eannon NA 19=N-31965
Port bow, by pler, Charleston, SC 1942 NA 19=N=26590
Grumman FuF-3 "Wildcat" fighter NA 80-G-217098
Douglas SBD Dauntless scout/dive bomber NI Order with photocopy
USS Lexington (CV-2), exploding, 5/8/42 RW N-253
USS Lexington being abandoned NI Order with photocopy
USS Yorktown (CV-5), listing, 6/u/u2 NA  80-G-17061
Hammann's fantail, final plunge, 6/6/42 NA  80-G-21320
Survivors/USS Benham, P. Harbor, 6/9/42 NA 80-G-312064
USS Benham (DD=357), stbd beam, 1942 NA  80-G-19265
Cdr. Arnold E. True being awarded medals NA 80-G~-40170
USS Elden (DE-264), christening, 4/6/43 {Tom Elden)
USS Martin 4., Ray (DE-338), bow, 19uk NI Order with photocopy

* N X K R X N N x ¥

Key to Sources:
NA Nat ional Archives
8601 Adelpi Road
College Park, MD 20740-5001

Still Picture ref.: (301) ?713-6625, EXT. 234
(Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)

NI U.S. Naval Institute Photo Service

291 Wood Road
Annapol is, MD 21402

Phone (410) 295+1022; FAX (410)269-7940

AW Rea/ War Photos
F.0., Box 728
Hammond, IN 46325
Phone/Fax. (219) 931-3359

£. A, Wilde, Jr.
September, 2004






The U.S.S, Hammann (0D-412) in World War 11

8ibl iography/Sources

Books :

Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Vol. 3 (1968} and
Vol. 8(1981). Mooney, James L., editor. Naval Historical
Center, Washington Navy Yard.

Gunner!s Mate 2¢, Vol. 2, training manual!. (NAVFERS 10011-3)
Bureau of Naval Personnel, 1945,

Ellis, Chris, United States Navy Warship Camouflage: 19391945,
Henley~in-Thames, England: Kristall Publ icat ions, Ltd., 1975.

Fahey, James, The Ships and Aircraft of the U.S. Fleet, Victory
Edition, New York: Ships and Aircraft, 1945,

Friedman, Norman, U.S., Destroyers: An Illustrated Design His-
tory. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1982.

Lang, George; Collins, Raymond L.; White, Gerard F., Medal of
Honor Recipients 1863-19%4, Vol. 1l., New York: Facts On
File, Inc., 1995.

Mor ison, Samuel Eliot, Coral Sea, Midway and Submar ine Actions:
May 1942-August 1942, Vol. IV of History of United States
Naval! Operations in World war 11. Boston: Little, Brown &
Company, 1949,

Tillman, Barrett, The Dauntless Dive Bomber of World War 11.
Annapol is: Naval Institute Press, 1976.

whitley, M. J., Destroyers of World War Two: An International
Encyclopedia. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1988.

Miscellaneous:

Archives, Nimitz Library, U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Mary-
land.

Action reports, Hammann, National Archives Il (Record Group 38,
Boxes 95 & 1016), College Park, Maryland.

BuPers Casualty Assistance 8ranch 1941-45, Hammann folder, Ar-
chives Il (RG 24), College Park, Maryland.

Citations file, wWWil, Operational Archives 8ranch, Naval His-
torical Center, Washington Navy Yard.

Deck logs: Balch (DD-363), Benham (DD-397), Hammann (0OD=-412);
Archives Il (RG 24 ), College Park, Maryland

List of casualties by campaign at Archives 11 (RG 24) in the
"Battle Books," machine-generated by BuPers after the war.

Ships! Historles Branch, Hammann folder, Naval Histor ical Cen-
ter, Washington Navy Yard.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
September, 2004
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Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war ir)

United States Ship

Adaron Ward {DD-u483)
Barton (DD-59%)
Borie (DD-215)
Colhoun (APDw2 )
Corry (DD-463)

Cushing (DD-376)
DeHaven (DD-469)
Douaglas H. Fox (DD-779)
Drexler (DD=741 )

Duncan (DD-485)

Emmons (DOMS=22)
Fiske (DE-1u43)
Glennon (DD-620)
Halligan (DD-584 )
Hammann (DD-412)

Laffey (DD-459)
Lansdale (DD=-426)
McFariand (AVD-14)
Meredith (DD=726)
Monssen (DD-436 )

Perry (DMS-17)
Preston (DD=-379)
Spence (DD-512)
Strong (DD-4&7)
walke (DD-416)

Notes:

Date Sunk/

Damaged

ou/o7/u3
11/13/42
11/01 /43
08/30/42
06/06 /44

11/13/42
02/01 /43

(05/17/45)

05/28/45
10/12 /42

O4/06/45
08702 /Ly
06/10/ /44
03/26/45
06/06/u2

11/13/42
Ou [20/4u

(10/16/42 )

06/05 /i
11/13/42

09 /13 /44
11/15/42
12/18/u4
07/05/u3
11/15/42

Area

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal
North Atlantic

Tulagi
Normandy

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal

Ok inawa
Ok inawa

Guadalcanal

Ok inawa

North Atlantic

Normandy
Ok inawa
Midway

Guadalcanal
Med iterranean
Guadalcanal

Normandy

Guadalcanal

Angaur/Pelel fu
Guadalcanal
Luzon, P.I.
Cent. Solomons
Guadalecanal

* K X X % & X XN N X

¥ Total for two engagements with the enemy

Kitlea/
wounded!
42/139%
164/32
27/00
51/18
24 /55

72/67
168/40
10/36
158/54
48/35

50/78
33/65
25/u9%
160/43
BUf53

53/114
49 /76
12/13
35/28
145/37

8717
117/26
315/24
45/61
82 /48

! Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew wilde, Jr.

Commander,
June, 2005

USNR (Ret. )






Locat jons where HMistorical Comoilations by the Editor
Are Available For Researchers

'4ir Zoo, Guadalcanal Campaign Collection, Potage, Michigan
ECU Manuscript Collection, Joyner Library, Gresenvillie, NC
Louisiana Naval War Memorial Library, 3aton Rouge, Louisiana

Zitaine Maritime Museum Library, 3ath, Maine

Mariners! Museum Research Library, Newport News, Viraginia

Mystic Seaport!s G. W. 2lunt White Library, Mysticg Connect icut

National Archives Il Library, Collene Park, Maryland
National D-Day Museum Library Collection, New Orleans, LA
Natjonal Museum of Pacific war, war Studies, Fredericksbera, TX

Naval Historical Center, Navy Dept. Library, washington Navy Yard
» Operational Archives 3ranch, washington Navy Yard
;, Ships!' Histories Branch, washington Navy Yard

Naval war College, Naval Historical Collection, Newport, Rl
NoYs Public Library, 42nd & 5th Ave., Room 315, New York, N.Y.
2Portiand Publ ic Library, Portland Room, Portland, Maine

Yrin can Saitors, Inc., Research Library, Somerset, Massachusetts
US Naval Academy, Nimitz Library Special Collections, Annapolis
UeSa Naval Institute, History Division, Beach Hall, Annapolis, ™MD

U.S. Navy Memorial's Research Library, washington, D.C.
USS Slater (DE-766) Library, Albany, New York

I EEEEERERE.

Notes:
T Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:
Aaron ¥ard, Barton, Colhoun, Cushinag, OeHaven, Duncan, Laffey,
McFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walke.

2 Only Bath-built ships: DeHaven, Jrexler, Emmaons, Meredith,
Spence, Straong

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy Beachhead: Corry, Glennon,
Meredith

4 3y appointment only: (508) 677-0515

E. A. wilde, Jr.
June, 2006
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1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. £3
Neecdham, MA Q2u92-4622
October 4, 2004

Jeffrey ¥. Hunt, Curator

Admiral Nimitz National Museum Of the Pacific war
P.Q. Box 777

Fredricksburg, Texas 78624

Dear Mr. Hunt,

My booklet on USS Hammann (DD-412) has only one first-
hand account, but it’s a very detailed and emot ional one
by Elmer L. Jones, Fireman 1st Class, which is also on
the Internet.

The Hammann's story merits reading because the ship par-
ticipated in both the Battle of the Coral Sea and the
Battle of Midway before she was sunk by a Japanese sub-
marine. Many medals were awarded to her whaleboat crews
for their rescue operations of Lexington survivors and,
earlier, of two FUF wildeat pilots who had crash-landed
on Guadalcanal after running out of fuel.

Copies of my booklet are being sent to the explorer Dr.
Robert D. Sallard (his cousin was among those killed) and
to the family of George W, Kapp, Jr., Coxswain, a whale-
boat crewman who was posthumously awarded the Navy and
Mar ine Corps Medal. Unfortunately, not many Hammann
survivors will receive my booklet because their associa-
tion no longer exists and their most recent address /ist
is ten vears old!

f'm hapoy to read about your museum's expansion and
oroud that my booklets on destroyers sunk/damaged in
world War Il are a part of it.

Sincerely, »

£. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)
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14 October 2004

Commander Andrew Wilde, Jr.
1210 Greendale Ave. Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

Dear Commander,

It was a nice surprise to receive your latest booklet in the mail the other
day. The story of the USS Hammann is indeed an historic one and her
loss one of the most incidents of the battle of Midway. This booklet is a
welcome addition to our research material in the Center For Pacific War
Studies, where it will rest alongside the other excellent research pieces you
have donated to us.

I hope all is well in your part of the country. If there is any way that I
might be of assistance to you always feel free to contact me. We look
forward to having more of your work at the museum. As always thanks
for your support of our efforts.

stt Regards,
/

Jeffrey Wm Hunt

Curator

Admiral Nimitz National Museum
Of the Pacific War

To mangge and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and io provide unting, fishing
and nuidoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and fuinre generations.






INSTITUTE FOR EXPLORATION

November 29, 2004

E. Andrew, Wilde, Jr.
1210 Greendale Avenue, Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

Dear Andrew,
Twant to thank you for your kind copy of the story of the HAMMANN. I only wish [
had found her when we were searching for the YORKTOWN. I am sure we were close

to her on several of our passes through the area, but we simply ran out of time.

s her in the future.

Institute for Exploration

Mystic Aquarium and the Institute for Exploration are divisions of Sea Reseatch Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit institution dedicated to education and research.

55 Coogan Boulevard, Mystic, Connecticur 06355-1997 & Tel: 860.572.5955 Fax: 860.572.4734 » hrep:fiwww.ife.org
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PATRIOTS POINT

Naval & Maritime Museum

40 Pamnots Point Road. Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 e 843/884-2727 » FAX 843/8871-4232

14 May 2005

Cdr. E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., USNR
1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

Dear Commander Wilde,

It has been my pleasure to read through your booklet “The USS Hammann (DD-412)
in World War II: Documents, Photographs, Recollections.” You have done a great
service to the history of the U.S. Navy with your efforts. Well done; well done indeed!

Patriots Point Museum is in the incipient stage of organizing a Research Library.
Plans call for a new state-of-the-art facility on board Y orktown and your research effort
will be preserved therein. Although I am retiring, our Collections Manager, E. L.
Wimett, is the best in the business and she will ensure your work is set aside for
inclusion. '

Again, thank you for your contribution to naval history, to Patriots Point Museum,
and for sharing your work with me,

Respectfully yours,

R

Steve Ewing
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