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A sketch by Albert Rosenthal of Rear Admiral Robert E. Peary,
USN (1856-1920), on the occasion of the commissioning of the
USS Peary (DD-226) on October 22, 1920. On his eighth Artic
exped it fon iIn 1909 Admiral Peary became the Ffirst man to reach
the North Pole. Among the several books he wrote describing
his experiences were, The North Poles It's Discovery in 1909
(1910), and, Secrets of Polar Travel (1917).

(U.S. Naval Historical Center Collection)




USS PEARY DD 226

REAR ADMIRAL ROBERT EDWIN PEARY, U.S. NAVY

Rear Admiral Robert Edwin Peary, American Arctic explorer,
was born at Cresson, Pennsylvania, on May 6, 1856.

In 1877 he graduated at Bowdoin College. He was made a
lieutenant in the U.S. Navy in 1881, acting as civil engineer and was
assistant engineer in the Nicaragua ship canal surveys in 1884, becom-
ing their director in 1887-88. 1In 1886, however, he also made a study
of the West Coast of Greenland, in the region of Disco Bay, with
reference to its use as a base for polar exploration.

In 1891 the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences put him
in charge of a polar expedition of seven, including his wife. Ingle-
field Gulf, on the northwest coast of Greenland, was the base. 1In
the spring of 1892 he went, with the Norwegian Eivind Astrup, to the
northeast coast, thereby proving that Greenland is an island. The
Cape York (Smith Sound) Eskimos, the most northerly people in the world,
were also studied. This expedition was described by Mrs. Peary in
"My Arctic Journal."

In the following year he organized another expedition, also
from headquarters in Inglefield Gulf, where Mrs. Peary gave birth to a
daughter. 1In 1894 Peary, Matt Henson, the negro member of the expedi-
tion, and Hugh Lee, were left alone and again crossed to the east coast.
In the summer three meteorites, which the Eskimos used in making their
iron implements, were found. These had been reported in 1818 by Sir
John Ross. All were eventually brought to the United States. In 1898
Peary described his work to date in "Northward Over The Great Ice."
In that year also, with the support of the Peary Arctic Club and Morrisg
Jesup, he started on a four year's exploring schedule. He used
Eskimos in this expedition, which demonstrated, in 1900, that Greenland
is bounded on the North by the Polar Ocean; the North Coast of the
island was surveyed. In 1902 Peary, with Henson and an Eskimo, ad-
vanged as far north as lat. 842 17' 27", the highest point then reached
in the Western Hemisphere.

Lieutenant Peary had now been pramoted to the rank of
commander, and on his return he was elected President of the American
Geographical Society. In November 1903 he went to England on a naval
commission to inquire into the system of naval barracks in Great
Britain, and was presented with the Livingstone Gold Medal of the
Royal Scotish Geographical Scciety. Commander Peary then began prepar-
ations for another expedition by the construction of a special ship,
named the "ROOSEVELT," the first ever built in the United States for
the purpose of Arctic exploration. He sailed from New York on July
16, 1905, having two years' supplies on board. The "ROOSEVELT"
wintered on the north coast of Grant Land, and on February 21st., a
start was made with sleds.



The party experienced serious delay owing to open water between
84° and 85°, and farther north the ice was opened up during a six days'
gale, vhich cut off communications and destroyed the depots which had been
established. A steady easterly drift was experienced. But on April 22,
1906, 87° 6' was reached - the "farthest north" attained by man - by which
time Peary and his companions were suffering severe privations, and had to
make the return journey in the face of great difficulties. In 1907 the
narrative of his journey, "Nearest the Pole," was published.

In 1908 Peary started in the "ROOSEVELT" on the journey which
was to bring him his final success as the discoverer of the North Pole.
He left Etah on August 18th, wintered in Grant land, and set forward over
the ice from Cape Columbia on March 1, 1909. A party of six started with
him, and moved in sections, one in front of another. They were gradually
sent back as supplies diminished. At the end of the month Captain Bartlett
was the only white man left with Peary, and he turned back in 87° 48' N.,
the highest latitude then ever reached. Peary, with Henson and four Eski-
mos, pushed on, and on April 6, 1909 reached the North Pole. They re-
mained some 30 hours, took observations, and on sounding, a few miles from
the pole, found no bottom at 1,500 fathoms. The party, with the exception
of one drowned,returned safely to the "ROOSEVELT," which left her winter
quarters on July 18, and reached Indian Harbour on September 5th. Peary's
"The North Pole: Its Discovery in 1909" was published in 1910.

In 1911 he was given the rank of Rear Admiral and delegated to
the International Polar Commission in Rome. In addition to the works
already mentioned he wrote, "The North Pole" (1910), and "Secrets of Polar
Travel" (1917). He died in Washington, D.C., on February 20, 1920.

DD226 was named PEARY; stricken from the Navy List May 8, 1942.

* % % %k k k¥ * k %k &

Retyped, unedited, July 11, 2007
E. A. Wilde, Jr., Editor

Source: A difficult-to-read copy at Ships' Histories Branch, Naval Historical
Center, Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D.C.
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Rear Admiral Robert E. P

eary'!s daughter, Marie Peary Stafford, was
selected by the Navy Department to sponsor the destroysr USS Peary
(DD-226) named in his honor. She Is shown here at the shlipyard of
willtam Cramp & Sons, Philadelphia, for the launching on April 6,

1920, Unfortunately, Admiral Peary had died about seven weeks er-
't fer, on February 20, 1920, (Naval Historical Center)
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USS Peary (DD-226), a Clemson-class destroyer, was one of the 273 flush-deck 'four-pipers! mass pr'oducad-j
Prom 1917 to 1922, Most of these Wickes and Clemson-class ships were not commissioned prior to the 1918
Armist ice, but many rendered excellent service In Worid War Il. In 1940 rifty were transferred to Great
Britain in exchange for bases, and 16 of the 118 which served with the U.S. Navy earned Presidential Ci-
tations, either as destroyers or after being modified for more specialized roles such as Past transports

(APD's) or minesweepers (DMS'!s). Characteristics of Clemson-class destroyerss (U.S. Naval Institute)
Displacement 1,190 tons Max imum beam 30! g# Shart power 27,000 H.P.

Length overall 3141 4n Max imum drarft 131 6" 7 ng{gngd speed 35 knots




Navy Department

Office of -the Chief of Naval Operatlons
Division of Naval History (Op-29)
Ships' Histories Section

HISTORY OF USS PEARY (DD 226)

USS PEARY, one of the thirteen old four-piper destroyers assigned to the
Asiatic Fleet at the outbreak of World War II, escaped from Manila just ahead of
the invading Japanese only to be sunk by an enemy air raid at Port Darwin, Aus-
tralia ten weeks after the war's beginning.

The old destroyer, named for the late Rear Admiral Robert E. Peary, Arc-
tic explorer, was built by William Cramp and Sons of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Her keel was laid on 9 September 1919, and she sl1id down the ways on 6 April
1920. Mrs. Edward Stafford, a daughter of Rear Admiral Peary, christened the
ship which was placed in commission on 22 October 1920.

Rear Admiral Peary, USN, in addition to his Arctic explorations, was in
charge of the Nicaragua Canal survey 1887-88. He invented a type of rolling lock
gates for the canal. His first Arctic expedition was in 1886, and on his eighth
expedition he became the first man to reach the North Pole overland, arriving on
6 April 1909, following a final dash covering 130 miles in five days. He was
praomoted to the rank of Rear Admiral and given the thanks of Congress by a spe-
cial act of 30 March 1911.

Rear Admiral Peary received honors from numerous scientific societies of
Europe and America for his Arctic explorations and discoveries and wrote several
books on his experience in the polar regions. .

USS PEARY was moored at Cavite, P.I., when news of the Pearl Harbor raid
reached her and was caught in the raid on the Cavite Navy Yard, Philippines,
three days later. On the early afterncon of 10 December more than 50 two-engined
high level bombers appeared over Cavite, and cruising leisurely above the range
of anti-aircraft fire, destroyed practically the entire establishment. :

PEARY, tied up at a small pier, tock one bomb forward, which riddled the
superstructure and stack, and killed 8 of her crew. However, she found herself
in a very precarious position, as fires began to set off torpedo warheads in a
torpedo overhaul ship on the wharf nest to her. Fortunately, the minesweeper
WHIPPOORWILL noted her precarious position and towed hér out.

The towing operation was made more difficult by the constant heat and ex-
.plosions from the fires. WHIPPOORWILL put her bow against the destroyer's stern,
made fast with a si.x-inch line, and backed. The line parted, and she tried it
again. Again the line parted. The third time the PEARY came clear. The gallant
little sweeper then went between PEARY and barges. wh:.ch were burning off Guade-
loupe Pier, playing her hoses over the destroyer to keep her from catching fire.
Her damage control party boarded PEARY, and found her helpless, completely with-

out power.

USS PILLSBURY (DD 227) came alongside and passed her fire hoses over to
the PEARY. The fires were extinguished in five minutes. Her commanding officer,
Commander H. H. Keith, USN, was wounded in this engagement and was relieved by
Commander J. M. Bermingham, USN.

on 26 December 1941, PEARY was under way to Corregidor when the Japanese
came over again. Several bombs were dropped near the ship, but no hits were
scored and she continued onward to the Southwest Pacific.



-2-. USS PEARY (DD 226).

By the morning of the 27th, PEARY was in Campomanes Bay, Negros Island,
where she decided to put in for the day. Her crew camouflaged her enthusias-
tically with green paint and palm fronds, hoping to elude Japanese patrol
bombers. Five of them passed overhead without spotting the ship that morning
and when darkness fell she set out through the Celebes Sea for Makassar Strait.

A four-engined Japanese bomber spotted PEARY the next morning, and
shadowed her until early afternoon when three other bombers joined her in a
two-hour attack. The planes dropped 500 pound bombs and then launched two
torpedoes only 500 yards from the ship. PEARY quickly backed on one engine
and both torpedoes narrowly missed the bow. Seconds later, two more missed
the stern by ten yards. The bombers then withdrew.

The New Year found PEARY at Darwin, Australia. During January and a
part of February, she operated out of Darwin, principally on antisubmarine
patrol.

At about 1045 on 19 February PEARY was attacked by single-motored
Japanese dive bombers and suffered 80 men killed and 13 wounded. The first
bomb exploded on the fantail, the second, an incendiary, on the galley deck-
house; the third did not explode; the fourth hit forward and set off the
forward ammunition magazines; the fifth, another incendiary, exploded in
the after engine room. A .30 caliber machine gun on the after deckhouse and
a .50 caliber machine gun on the galley deckhouse were reported firing until
the last enemy plane left the scene of the engagement.

The USS PEARY sank stern first at about 1300 on 19 February 1942, in
latitude 12-30 S, longitude 130-50 E. She was stricken from the Navy List
on 8 May 1942.

On 20 June 1942, the Secretary of the Navy authorized a new destroyer
escort to bear the name of Robert E. Peary. The USS ROBERT E. PEARY, built
by the Consolidated Shipbuilding Company of Orange, Texas, received her commis-
sioning pennant from USS PEARY when she joined the fleet. The pennant had
been removed during emergency repairs as the ship was proceeding to Darwin.

USS PEARY (DD 226) earned one Battle Star on the Asiatic-Pacific Area
Service Medal for the Philippine Islands Operation, 8 December 1941 - 19 Feb-
rvary 1942.

STATISTICS
OVERALL LENGTH: 314 feet DISPLACEMENT: 1190 tons
BEAM: 31 feet SPEED: 35 knots

* %k * * k * * *

(Re-written 4 FEB 1957)

(Retyped 27 MAR 1999)
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
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(USS Peary (DD-226), anchored, circa 1921.) In late 1941 this Clemson-class destroyer was armed with four
4-inch/50 guns (on foc'sle, galley deckhouse (2) and after deckhouse) and twelve 21~-inch torpedoes in four

triple-tube mounts (on the main deck, echeloned, port and starboard). Her antiaircraft armament consisted
of eight machine guns (four .30-calibers and four water-cooled ,50-cal ibers). The 4-inch/50's maximum el-
evat ion was 20 degrees, but when they were fired into the water ahead of torpedo planes the splashes could
disrupt their attacks. Peary's antisubmarine armament consisted of depth charges in two stern racks and a

'Y—-gun! (a depth charge launcher which could fire a depth charge to both sides at once) centerl ined on her
fFantail, (U.S. Naval Historical Center Collection)
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Cavite Navy Yard, about 20 miles south-southwest of Manila, when a bomb
hit her Poremast during an air attack on t2/10/4t. Lt, Cdr. Kelth was
amomg the many wounded and was hospitalized. The ship was attacked
again by high level bombers on 12/26/41 whille under way off Corregidor,
about 60 miles southwest of Manila, but this time she escaped damage by
abrupt changes [n course and speed. (ofricial U.S. Navy Photograph)




The 2,000-Mile Voyage of USS PEARY (DD-226): Manila, P.I., to
Darwin, Australia, 12/26/41-1/3/42. (Scale: 260 miles/inch)
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Source: Enclosure (C) of the action report dated 1/6/42. Many of the is-
lands/cities noted by the Peary's navigator, Lt. W. J. Catlett, Jr., USN,
are shown on this map. The ship was attacked near the Bangka Straits by en-
emy patrol bombers and torpedo planes on 12/28/41 but not hit. Later, an
attack by 3 Australian bombers caused minor damage and personnel casualties:
1 killed, 2 wounded and a man blown overboard (became a repatriated P.O.W.).
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U.3.3. PEARY - ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE ENEMY, RILPURT OF.
[caviTr. PrILIPPINE 1SLANDS ARRA)

SERIaL 3-42
JANSARY G,1942,

TACIMBER 10,1941 { ALSO OFF CaRREGIDOR, 26
] DRCEMARR 1G41. AND MSEQUENT AI‘:NONS N

. JAPANESE AIR ATTACK oM NAVY YARD CAVITR, |
SAMKA STRArTS,

OFFICE OF NAVAL RECORDS AND LIBRARY

DECLASSIFIED



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

JL2R6/ 116=3/ URITRD STATE. iIATIOC FLEXT
( 3=42 ) DaITROYSR DIVISION FIFTY~NINE /m
™o {Jofie e PRARY (uD226) (Tlegship)

D R f

‘ -. Jum 6. 19“0
From: The Coamanding 0fficer,
To The Cemmander in ¢hief, U,>, ;i3L.TIC FLEZT,
Via The Qommander, DE3TROYIR 3. UADROR T INTY-RDIR.
~ubjagt: Ueless FEARY -~ Engagoments with the :momy,
seport of,
Referenge: {a) .rtieles 712, 762, 874, 948, 2029,

CeSe Zavy Regulations,

Exeoutive 0fficer®s Report.

List of dumage in Navy Yard, cavits,
Navigator's Report,

Gunnery Officerts Report,

sm Assistant Gunnery Offiser's Report,
F) Enginesr Offiocerts Report,

Tnglosures:

CgOw

l, va Degember 19, 1541, while moored %o east
alde of Ceatral .harf, U.,C. Ha¥y Yerd, Cavite, F,I., under-
going repeirs to damege inourred in a ecellision with T,..5.
FILLSBURY apd a general overhaul, U.J,5. FR4RY sustained e
~ direct nit during the bombing plane attask by the enemy.
‘ ihe bomd was a combination shrapnel and incendiary type es-
timated at 250 pounds. The bomb strusk the foremest betwsen
the [ire sontrol platferm snd the orow'a nast causing the
ms8t L0 break below the orow’s nest and also below the tire
contirol platform. “the damage t0 personnel and meterisl i
liated in *nelosure (B). Thruughout the attaok an inefrective
fire wss malntained on the eremy planes with the ship's caliber
fifty and caliber thirty 4,:, mochine gunms;

24 The Commanding Officer, Lisutanant Commander
H.H. Keith, huving been injured, wase transferred to U,:, Raval
Unit, _ternberg Roepltal aad Lieutensnt J.XMj Bermingham was
ordersd to somuend. FLARY waa made resdy for ses, The
fasilities of the itlantie Gulf and Pasifisc Company were em-
ployad to effset the minimum of rpialra in order to fit the
ship for Bea. On December 23-24, 1941, FE2ARY carried out a
putrol asaignment in Verde Island Fucsage,

Je On Deeamder 26, 1941, »hile underway in Henile
3ay, FIiAY wos ettacked by five flightas of enemy higk level
bombars in uiok suseession, I'ash flight conelsted of from
6 t0 9 plancs. The bombs used were ahrapnsl and totelled ap-
prozimetely 45. All missed as ihe result of the effielent

«la

o~ (COrY)
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{ 3-% J / /

DEBEBEIEIRD e 8 B

-subjeot: Uelietie ' .Y @ Enrca~aments wlil the eneay,
Repors o,

muneuvering of the shiyz unaer the idlrsotion of Lieutenant !i.:.,
Zoivisvo wao was corianding of'icer durins the atzack, he
Captain havinr been in osnfsrezse with ths Couwzandunt, .-ixteeanth
kaval Distriect, at Corre-idor, A eontinuous fire witk four
oalibver ,50 mnohine zuns and fovr caliber ,30 maociine funs, the
total A.de armanent of the Fii:rY,., was kept up during tbis attack,
The damage sustained was sllgat and from near ni.ses, plascen of
slrapnel striking the superstructure, rudio antennss, ets,

be At 2030, Descexber 26, 1941, vertul serzission was
odtalned fram the Commandant, _ixteenth haval Distriet, for -..u.Y
to put to sea and prooned south By the best route and renort to
Corciander Tusk Force JIV.,

S. At 0830, L =Y arrived at Canmpumanes ey, Nusries
aad samwurlagsd with green paint ovtalned froxz U,S5, .rmy at
Corregldor and pelm bruncnivs 10 blen€ with the linaseape. -t
about 0835 five enexy bdoziore russed over lerroes bhound north in
2ull vies of the shin, <ince it was possible that the +_i:Y zay
huve boen sighted by Lhese nlenss tne ship ~ot uniervay ané pro-
oveded closs inalore to isia Bay arriving =t 1G30, aAbout 1430
five eheny bozbing plane: passed this viginity soutzoound, Ape
rareatly the IPZiRY as ol observed as the planse ai¢ not aepart
Irou tielr course,

6o At 1806 ¢ urse was set for Pilss :tralt at twentye
five xnotsa,

7 At CEGO in the Celebus .83 spuod wue reduced to
el t:teser Znota, 4t 0810 a four ensine enemy patrol bombder was
sliuted wilen lumsdialsly attexpted a dombing a.prousch. Mevever,
thée anlp waz maneuversé during eash approask snd the eneny >lune
withdrew to a position toward the sun and fr.a thare shudowsd the
7L AY throughaout the cay, A desratol recelived fra.. Comnunter
Tagk Forge TIVE resorted un enemy minelayines submarige in Mu<asaur
£trait apd ar sneny eruiser off Rortk “orneo, At OBl5 ocourse was
tLarefcre set for Xenado und apeed inocreased to twenty-rive knots,
.. despa_ek reporting the salp velng studowed ©7y tue enezr plane
waE drafted but no stations could ne ruised or tue fre;usncles
useé dy (inaY's TEL trunsud.ter, .bout 14:0, 2 PEY's wers sizhted
Lut 4id not reply to tiae .nvusres CThullence,

2. At 1420 the sbucowinr p:trol, bomber was Jolned
by thiree otners of the sume type and .. .iY¥ wa® atilucked by oash
iz zuscession durings the Jolloving wo hours. ..ach plans &ropued
o bambs estuinmatec at 50C rounds esach, There was ne appareat

- !--



REPROUULEL Al 1ML 1WA I nAMAL Aien oo

{ 3=b2 )

S Jasuary 6, 1342,

~ubd

i RIP AN LR | Kl
Jeots Jeiei'e i -iRT = Sngngemsnts with ibe enomy
Report 2%, . '

szplosion as these struck the water. s> the ship was maneuverad
during these atiaoks, ohunging e and sourgn, oll the onemy
planes, 2t cne timm or amcthar, br off during the approceh
ausd r;:,hdnw S0 otart another. (ho FiiRY'® Seie mnohine zuns
wers dopt firing throughout these attaoks, .. fow hits wepe
odgerved bDut the onenmy was rently nol damuged, Finelly whsn
eaoh plane but oBe hed made twe xbiadks, a twin eagine, single
wing torpedo plape was alighted apprecah es the port bow at

af gltitude of adhout Mg&g feat. Two Sorpedces weye Aropred

st 8 dlatanoce of about 300 yerds, The & P28 decked on the
8%arbourd angine snd the tor nlssad sbesd. . shout ten
sesonts later u 20cond torpedo plans waps sighted approsohing on
the port guerter, whish droppod two torpedues from ihe asme
helzht and distance, The 7 ,HY's o%erR wes gwung cleer and tha
torpodces passcd clong tbe atardoerd sice ecbout ton yaerds off
o ablipe Ouring these torpedo atteols the fourth enomy bdember
a;:prosohicd from astern. EHowever, it was posaible te rinmg
CRATESR0Y Mm&mmouemumdmoawmmg
from a stendstill up to a sposd bdetweun ten and Swenty znots bow
fore ths euemy plone relsesed {ts bomds whick atrusk the pes

(W\ sbout 100 yards astern,

De e torpede planse aftar droppiag thelr torpedcas
fired a few strafing dursts uihlod strusk the stacks bub wars
dsaten off by & strung caliber 50 and ecliber .30 msohine gum
fire, .attezmpta to ¢irectly his thase plunes with Lhe 4% «,.52
calibe® guns were not sugscssful,

10. The eRcsy dombars anl Torpedo planss withdires
buving drop-od approxinm=tely 1o heavy bombe and 4 torpedses.
‘Tuny hsegded off In a northeazterly d4irwation,

1. <oursq ws3 30t o pess through Banghke Jtrzit
zince the approuch of darimess mude Lt unncossasgry o toke
ahalter in venado. wengde was passed at 174) sud the 3igel
seaprchliszht wae asod to lnjulre if he strail =ue o<
reply cocld be obtzlned, it 1800, off Zinz (Sae Jhart Y0§7)
thiroe Loekhead Rudssno weps sighted approach from agtern,
Cne pupsed niasl aad Groiesd the [I.RT's soures fron sbardosrd
to port. Tha sinduasred challange wea made on PEAAYTYs slignal
searohlight and tha pllot wes seen to wawve his arm, The marie
lngs on Lhe wora identified ca pritish, However, oms of
the planus h remmined astern was seon approeching 2 ide
bombing attadike seobe f£ires uas lemediutely copemed ca tals plane
sud the akip maneuvered radisslly. The bomd =missed landing 100
yards on the port boam. .8 the ahilp heseled %o hard rudder,
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aznyn..méqu Wﬁmmm statiomed st
ﬂa&m.ﬁmmmmemmm&‘mwm.
Waan last soen he was owimming with a lirs jasket which haf
been throms to him, towurd the Ialand of Bunakeng about one mile
d8atant, The authorities at Mernado have bmmqmmw
render him assistance should be have sucoceeded in mah.imz land,

12 Baak leckhoed Budson made two d1ive«b
aamuwamuawmmmmmmsm. all
missed. The land bomd droppsd, howsver, was a near-mlss, ez= .
mummmammnmmwe propeller zuavd,

Gne large pieos of shraphel plersed the t:xa.gporssido
of after engine ream, About 20 picocs of size plereed

the zhell plating of the vteering uhglne rewm port side, sine
other plewve cut Zhs whesl ropes so tridge ateering coauyol,
Another plece stranded but did not part the wheel ropes to after
steu‘iag control, The stews supply line to ths steering engine
e A 4" cartricge was plerced and set arfire and
bm:und for a few sagcnds before it waz threwn overboard by
PEYHAN, Glean 4., 279 71 84, F,3¢, U.S.M. a.large pleas of
shrapnel pRaresd the mount of the saliber .30 machine gun on
the ﬂ.ro contrcl platfomm snd struck MAEK, Eennsth X,
250 57 “' Gu.h, E¢$§Bo m mm. JUM'X at
this time was enmazed in fising at the dlving plans. Approzie
mataly fifteen othsr pleces plerced the after Geck houss
strueture in some oases wttgm viring, piplng, atc., but
sensing 2o important damage, Three depth echarges were tmma %0
have bzen pimaﬂ by shrapnel and wars diepssed of overboard,

13. A8 each nlane pullad out of Lts gllde after ree
leasing 1ts bomd it rired a number of strafimg bursts ubich
struek at varicus ;zhees on the topslide dut osused no Samsge,

4. Stearing control wes shifted to hand steering in
the steerins engine resm, The starboard enginets Eingsdury
thrust was found to be overheating snd hendway wap nzintatned
on the port engine, An examination rovealed that the starboard
tarest had been wiped, The fuel penmsining on board was imown
to be low and an agute shortage was found to exist in the ameunt
of foed water avallable, A Gespatelh repoxt of the dnga attaoks
mmm'anmasanuwmdummm
mmtmmtmemymmammmwmm
BEelmahers group was sent Lo Coxmander Task Forse IVI. IEnroute
to the latter place an sxaminmtlon of the chart showed thad
mitarn Islanﬂ neay Tersste providsd ideal ecnditions for

o b =



mﬁa&y Uele3e PRARY (ID226) | /™
Jenuary &, 1942,

"G ! iy
I o4y MO O
N e BTN

» £ 'y:' ? ':

—ubjesty UeSels PEARY - Ingagements with the enamy,
Report of,

aoncsaling the ship -= 2 stoep to reef 0lose to the sheore with
high land on sll approashes, The Hetherlenda Zast Imdies pilot
indiscted commmication fasllitics at Ternste and the pessibdilisy
‘of obtaining fuel and weter,

1be gourse was therefore ehanged for ialitara, it

0510 the ship was anchored parallel to the face of the reef, port
8lde to. A bow line was run and segured to tress oa the ahore
and the stexrn breasted in by the ahips boats 4 stern line was
gnmmasmmmwon. Tl;:;in;- readarnttcdwuhn

P TOpS was’ submerged and sesured 0o to proteet tho pert
propellsr, A timber about 10 feul long wad & inches in diameter
obtainsd oa the beach was used a8 a spur shore., .dout 2 fethaoms
lay under ko keol. Thers wes no swell or eppreciabls tide, ani
the ahip rode oasily in this derth. sdditional palm fronds and
other gresnery were placed en the sildes snd saperstrusture, The
Jury foremast was lowered., During ths period 29 and 30 Decomder
the thrust besaring wus repaired, new wheel ropes rowve, replace~
ment ealiber rifty acmummition delted, and the holes in the shell
plating of the steering engine roum patohad with temporsry patehes.
The Gaptain emllied on the Duted military comeandant and the
assistant Resident at Ternate. A good supply ¢ potsble water,
lce, bdread, and native fraite was odteined. 19,000 galleas of
fuel were found to be remeining and by dralning boilers 3 and 4
into the feed bottum it was Getermined that the ship eculd peach
Ambon. At sunset Dyoembar )0 the PRARY zot underway far imbon
arrivisg there at noon Dessember )l. The passage wan mads on the
port engine as ths stardoard thrust, in spite of the repairs
sontinued to overhezt, 4t imbon fuel and water woa; oggzmz apd
the ghip procseded to rort Barwin arriving Jenus®y J, 2,

17+ At amboa the bombing of the PRARY By tho Australians
vas explained asm follows:

After Nomado vas attecksd and Yoghed by the enony it was
‘sxpected they would send a landing force 10 coeupy it
probably in & small orulser. The PiiRY wan cbserved ‘y
twe FBY pat¥al planes sarcute to Jolo maiting high spesd

in the Colebos Sea on a sourse headsd for Menadn, coAVO

by BRAZANS Japan: : ombey. Ailthough

observing pllot was canvinced that the ship was a aszall
Jepeness arulaser inaomueh 8 the stern 4ifd not have a

3% 23 caliber i.A. gune. The *"Y" gun instailed just forwerd
of the dopth ckargs rack appeared to de a catapult. 7This

-5

oot




D226/ 216w3/ Ue oo FinaY (DD226) /Tn
{ 3=42 )

rmn January b, 1942,

SudbJect: CeBeSe } .:ilY = Inga ements with the sneny,
Report of,

R T . WK U

information radicsd to imbom drought the 3 Austrolian planes to
the attack ia apite of .. Y's eontinued use 0f the incusres
chsllenge and a RO, 7 set of cclors flying from the improvised
foremast, .

SCOMIENDATIORS §

1, %hen a high level bomboer 1s making a bombing
approach the angines should be slowed and a slight amount of
rudder, about 5 degreez, put on, right or leoft., At boad relecse
full speed should be rung up and as 200n as tha ship has started
to aove about 20 degrecs rucder put en, This techniue was
sucoussful both agalnst patitern bombers and stick bombers. The
acgine room should be warned to answer all bolls promptly and
the full speed bell with maxizum sccelerstion,

2. “hon a bomuing attack i1z probablo water bullast
compansation 13 not reoomsenied unlass it is adsolutely neccesary
as tho chip will maneuver better znd respond to her sn;ines more
readlly «hem light.

3. Avolding hits bty combination of hizh lavel bomboers
and torpedo plapes rsaulrue split seeond tiaing in the use of
onzines and rudder, Tho main hattery should be fired into water
chead of the attacking torpudo plans snd not st the plane as
there iz beiter ohanes of disbursing th: ensay's approach by the
8 lash than by the chanes of pcetting a alreot hit on 0 small g
targe! althouch the tomptation to fire direct at the plane is
5Lronge

be Ueleotion by enmemy alroraft {n daylight, is aorse
llkeiy «hen stesming «t high spesd as the wake of a destroyer
steaning at 25 knots ocan be sven in 8 szooth sss on a clear dey
for as auch as thirty alles accoriing %o ths aviators attaeched
t> Fatrol *ing IIN operating froa sabon, N.R.I, The maximum
speod which cun bs used without leoaving a nozioceadle weke is
reporved by thsa to be 13 knots,

5 Caliber .50 and 430 i.A. aschine guns hove little
value in determing anemy boabing or torp-de plsnes. In a pro-
longed attack the encmy planas estatlich the lhelght beyomd whleh
those ;ums are camparatively haraleses, obesived to de about 35000«
0000 faet, amd a;urate lelsuresly at tﬁia lavel, The torpedo plan

“ §.~
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‘Subjeet: U.3.S, FLARY - Engagements with ths enemy,
Report of,

readily acocepted the fire of these guns Auring tho short time
of the torpedc approseh and following atrafing attaok,

6. Destroyers ean hide during daylight by anchor=-
ing in a shaltered anahorage with high land on at lesst three
sides. Green paint plua palm fromds and othar vegetation odbe
tained ashore is effeostive cmmouflage. FEARY hid 4n .sie Bay
cn the soaat of MNegros and wes unobssrved dy Japaness hombers
both on thoir novthward flight and return flight salthough the
plones were plainly seen from the PE/RYe The PEY's sent from
ambon to eontaet FZARY et Ternate although awars of her location
:peat four hours seareching fimally deing ettrzcted by the ahipla
eﬂ‘. v

Te The following personnel distinguished thamnelves
as indicated in asction with the emsmy:

Lieutenant X5, ¥, KQIVISTO on 26 Docomber 1941 manouvered
tho PRARY in Manlila Bay efficlently and eourageously during sus-
talned attack by five flights of ensmy high level dombers whioh
aropped five "aticks™ totalling approximstely 45 bombs,

Lieutenant %, J, CATLETY, Jr. on December 28, 1941, as-
sisted the Captain in effectively mmnouvering the PLARY during
a three hour sustained attack by 4 snamy 4 engineéd dambers and
2 twin enginod torpedo planea by his alert and courageous
observations and reports of the enemy’s taoties without whish
it is prodabls the FRARY cculd not have besn maneuvered to
escape damace.

Lieutenant (Jg) i« L. GUSTAFSQN performed his Guties as
Gunnsry 0fficer witn conapicuous gallantry direct from an
exposed position on the fire control platform the fire of bdoth
the 5.4, Dattery and 4 inch battery in aplte of shrapnel and
strefing during the attacics of Decembder 10, Deesmder 26, and
Desember 28, 1541.

WIRAUX, Kenmeth E., 250 57 84, 3camsn firat olass, U...N.,
performsd his duties as mnohine gunner on a 30 oalldber mechine
gan with gonspioudus gellantry meintaining his fire ian spite
of shrapnel and strafing. He was killed Dsoember 28, 1941, by
shrapoel from & near nise while serving his gun, It is recom=
monded that he be awarded the Havy Orosa posthumously.
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FE¥AN, Glenn 4., 379 71 84, Pireman third olass, U.3,N.,
on December 28, 1941, during sn attack by thres British Lookhoed
Hudsons with great daring end presance of nmind, and Luminent
danger t0 himsslf seised a 4-inch cart.rugcvhiah had Soan
plerced und sot afire by a plsce of shrapnsl and thyew it
overbourd. A8 tho flames were about %o set off the primer in
the base of ths cartridge FRNuM not only prevented ianjury to ths
personnsl of gun 44 and the machine on tho after acox
house but also probably saved the aship from serious dammge.

In ganeral Lho eatire ship's company partiounlariy
those personnel attaahed to the PRIRY on the day of the attack
on Cavite Navy Yerd Desember 10, 1341, are to de ¢ommended con
the expeditious monner in which the ship was t from its
Kavy Yerd overhaul status t0 an operating status spite of
consiuarable material damugs and perscancl losaea, In ¢the
subsequent attacks the morele of the FR/RY remsined at s high
level. When the oirscumstaences of the attask by the Britisd
Lookheed Hudsons was explained there wes no bittornsss or anie
mosity, The FBARY jolned wilh the sustreliana at ambon in
heartfalt regret that tho offenaive and defonsive teshaigus of

eash had not been usseé egainst the ocommon eneny,

Je ¥, BEREINGEAM,

Copy to:
Condonron-29
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¥rom: The Exeoutive O0fficer (Lieutenant,
LM, Koivisto, U.S.N., Exscutive Officer)
To The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PEARY.
Subjeet: U.S.3. PEARY - engagements with the enemy,
zoport of,
1. The following is a report of recent epngags-

ments with the ememy by the U.S.S. PEARY (DD226) as observed
by the Zxecutive Officer:

ENCLOSURE (A)
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1. REPORT OF BOMBING IN NAVY YARD, CAVITE, P.I.

The PRARY was moored to Central Wharf, Navy Yard,
Cavite, P.I. undergoing routine Navy Yard overhaul. The engines
were deconmissioned and the fires dead.

On December 10, 1941, at about 1230, air alarm was
sounded. At about 1300 thirty-six Japanese planes were seen
spproaching from a northerly direotion flying at about 18,000
feet. This formation soon broke up into four groups or waves,
each wave attacking in turn from a different direction. The
first two waves dropped bombs, some of which missed the stern
by 500 yards, most of whioch fell in thewmter.

The third wave dropped dombs aoross the PEARY, one of
which made a diresct hit. The dbomd apparently of the instan-
tanecus detonation fragmentation type, 4id not penetrate when
it hit either the foremast itself or on the fire control plat-

form pear the foremast.
MATERTAL DAMAGE
The folliwing material damage resulted:

(a) The foremast was broken into three separate gectiong.

(b) Bomb fragments damaged instruments and wiring on the
direotor and pierced the rangefinder.

{c) The navigating bridge structure including sides and
deck was pierced by shrapnel. The speocial treatmont
steel splinter protection on the forward part of the
bridge was pieroced,

(d) The torpede direotors were badly demaged.

(e) The well deock around No. 1 steek was plerced in abdbout
35 pleces, one fragment denting the steam drum of Ko.
1l boiler and pierced steam lines.

(f) The gslley deck house forward bdbulkhead was pierced
in about & places.

(g) Guns 8 and 3 were slightly damaged but not beyond
repalr.

(h) The searchlight was demolished.

(1) A1l stacks were pierced by about 25 holes,

PERSORNNL CASUALTIES:

Dus to the flat trajectory-end spray sffect ot. the
shrapnel, the fire control pl:trozn. the bdridge, gal.y emes

ENCLOSURE (A)
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house, well deck and starboard galley passage was lit
spray‘d. It was in these nroalsthnty;ﬁn g;gatost p.rﬁiﬁii{

Gasualties took place, principally on the galley deok house
where the ,50 caliber machine gun crews were stationed.

The following were killed on board:
QABHAW, J.K. 862 66 38, Sealo U.S.N.
GEORGE, R.B., 385 85 43, Sea 10. U.S.N.
HINTON, O.J., 287 25 31, Cex, U.5.N.
KERR, J.H., £85 66 81, QMle, U.S.N.

LEWIS, C.A., 286 38 54, Oox, U.8.X.
kgp79 05, Sealo, U.8.K.

RUSSO, A.
THROCEMORTON, L.L., 872 11 45,7030, U.S.N.
TODD, C.L., $56 33'58, SXBe, U.S.H.

The following died of injuries:
Lieutenant A.R. GATES, Jr., U.S.N.

The following were wounded and removed to a hospital,
Lieut. Cemir., H.H. KBITH, U.8.K.

Lieut. (&‘)' D.W. HAMILTON, Jr., U.8.H.

Ensign, 8.3, GZORGE, JW., U.S5.X.

mim. J'.H. PAMW D'V(G) QSQNQRQ

ALCORN, V.E., 393 89 38, swSo U.S.N.

BIRES, W.R,, 283 40 39, Seale, U.S.N.

BUTLER, 7.X., %10 08 69, CMM{PA), U.S.K.

OREEL, 'E.E., Jr., 356 04 63, Jise, U.S.N.

QREEN, B.E., 316'69 12, Seale, U.S. N.

GRISWOLD, W.H., 351 36 44, Seals, U.S.N.

GROGG, W.D. &M, U.S.N.
GROVESHOR, 2.C., 318 09 07, sua;.‘c& U.S.H.

HALL, 3,0, o, U.S N,

AASThO 8, £.W., 171 89 00, GPLM(PAP, U.S.X.

B0 OU-LA, H.P., 274 48 08, GM2e, U.S.H.
PINGO, L.M., 274 48 S1 Sealo, U.S.N.
SELMAN, W.H., 537 11 67, Seals, U.S.N.
Wm, G.L., 337 10 82. S.x.&, U.S.N.
¥INIG, O.A., B38 46 48, FOlc, U.S.N.

The following are missing. Many undoubtedly
were killed in the yard while proseeding to the
dispensary either as wounded or earrying wounded.

BERIO, A.B., 2068 88 64, CTM(PA), U.S.N.
BRARDF, T.,Jr., 209 86 74, Qox, U.S.N.
DAUGA, 7., 273 98 87, WIlg, U.S.K.
DE FUENTES, S.J., B74 W¥ , Mile, U.S.H.
-2 - ENCLOSURE (A)
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FOSMD, 0., 385 61 35, GMZo, U.S.N.
GIORCARDI, R.J., 201 58 39, 8030, U.S.N.
BERIO, A.E., 206 85 84, CTM(PA), U.S.N.

M NAUOHTON, D.M., 371 71 80, CY(4A), U.S.N.
PELTIER, V.N., Jr., 223 74 85, P30, U.S.N.
PINKHAM, A.V¥., 376 91 59, Sealc, U.S.N.
PLATT, P.¥., 300 03 07, Seals, U.S.N.
RANDOL, M,¥., 337 41 90, Seale, U.S.N.
SCLLIS, M.B.F., 337 52 35, Seagc, U.S.N.
SPURLOCK, G.H., Jr., 360 38,44, SeaBc, U.S.N.
STRANATEAN, D.C., 516 26 68, CMI(AA), U.S.N.

The conduot 5f the orow was sommendable both in caring
for the wounded and putting out a fire on the well deck.
However, it wag apparent that most of the unwounded suffered
badly from shell shock as most simple prders had to be repeated
;nd limploddiroctions had to be given by one of the four officers
eft aboari.

The aotions of the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Commander H.H. Keith, U.S. N., was salutatory in that he re-
mained aboard until ths ship was safely moored, though he was
wounded in both knees and bleedinz profusely.

Had it not bdean for the ¢ffective act ion of the
Commanding O0fficer of the WHIPPOORWILL in coming in to pass s
towline and towing the PREARY to a safe mooring, the PEARY
would have suffered severely elongside the durning doek. This
operation was carried out under the hail of flying debris from
the exploding torpedo workshop and high flames from adjoining

h‘llildinga .

The engineering forece and encinser officer, Lieutenant
(jg) A.L. Gustafson warrant special oredit for the effioient

manner ir which they piaoed the engimeering departiment in an
operating condition so quiockly after the dombing attaock.

2. RTPORT OF BOMBING OFF CORREGIDOR, DECEMBER 26, 194E»

On December £6, 1941, an extensive dombing of Mariveles
and ¥anila Harbor and shipping was undertaken by high flying
Japanese horizontal bombers. During this attack, at about 1300,
the PRARY was singled out as a target by two or three groups

of Japanese planes.
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The first bombs were dropped between the PEARY and
two merchant ships anchored off Carregidor. The ship then
put out into the bvay towards Manila to gein see room for
mansuvering.

In all, six separate attacks weres made and about
8 bombs dropped in each attack. The planes flew at about
10,000 and 12,000 feet. Due to atmospheric oonditions and
the haze, the planes were impossible to see when approaching
from the sun until they were in the bomb release position.
Only the motors wers heard, indicating the approach.

Abrupt changes of course away from the planes approach
was one method used to avold the bomba. Alsoc aspeed changes
were introduced. The ship was slowed to 10 knots when the
Planes approached and either 20 or 235 knots rung ur when the
course wag changed. During cne attack the ship was slowed from

20 to 10 knots during the approach.

The conning officer was aided considerably by the
Gunnery 0fficer, Liesutercant (jg) A.L. Gustafson, who indioated
the approach course of the planes. As was stated befcre, when
the planes approached from the sun it was imposeible to see

them exocept through smoked glasses.

During one attack, the ship wae not maneuvered until
the bombs were releesed. If released from high altitude and
viaivility is good, this method appears feasidle if oare is
taken that the stern is not swunz into the bombs and only a
szall apount of rudder used at firat. Thtd method preocludes
a “dumny run®” on the part of the plames in that they do re-
lease bombs. During one run dombs were not dropped, possidly

beocausge the ship was already manesuvering.

The bombing was surprisingly acourats, almost all
salvos. being near misses. In most cases, 1f the ship had not
been maneuvered, the row of bomdbs would have soored a direct
hit. Some of the "sticks™ fell direotly into the gpot where
the ship would have been without course or speed change. Ev-
idently an acourate bombsight was used, probably on the lead-
ing plane and the plames of the group dropped bombs in turn

for each attack.
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Material damage was slight and no personnel casualties
resulted. The main steam line in the stsering engine room was
ocut by fragments. The radir antenna was cut.

The orew behaved in a commendable manner. The excsellant
zamner in which Lieutenant (Jjg) A.L. Gustafson, the Gunmnery
Control Officer, aided the conning officer is highly coumendable.

The helmsman, CHAPMAN, C.D., 268 20 40, GMSe, U.S.N. stayed at
his post Shroughout the engagement.

The machine gun fire was apparently ineffhetive except
to keep the planes at a high altitude. 4 high rats of fire
was maintained throughout each attaok.

3. REPORT OF ATTAOK OFF BANGEA STRAITS, FIRST PHASE:

At about 0815 of December 28, 1941, a four motor sea-
Plane was sighted to the eastward about 8 miles away. This
plane, later identified as a Japanese, sighted the PRARY and
began trailing operations. This plane was relieved at about 1100
by another, whish kept sight contac on this vessel.

At about 1400, two PBY patrol planes were sightad to
the weatward on same oourse about 5 miles away. At this time
the two enemy planes were to the eastward. The planes were
challenged by light dut no reply was reccsivad. They appeared
to be friendly and later information proved this to be ocorrect.

About 1530, when the patrol planes (PBY) had disappeared,
one of the bombers made an approach over the stern. The plane
had not hesn identifiei up to this time, and evasive aoction by
& ohange of course and speed was taken, 7Two bombs were dropped
gome distance astern. This attack was at low altituds, about

3000 feet.

Just prior to this two torpedo planes (enemy) appeared
on the geene. Another bdomdbing attempt was made but was driven
off by machine gun and 4" fire. This was followed by another
bomdbing attack at about 8000 feet altitude and two dombe were
dropred. Evesive aoctions by turning away and inereasing speed
was taken and the two bombs fell about 100 yards astern.

About three minutes later, the two %torpedo planes, one
on the port bow and one on the port quarter oame in to attack
with torpedoes from about 200 feet altitude and adbout 1000 yards

sway. These planes came in through a heavy machine gun fire.
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The material damage resulted in the following:

l. Wheel ropes from bdbridge completely severed and after steering

station ropes partly severed.
8. About 20 holes varying from 4-inches to ons helf inch in

diameter were made in steering engine r:om abovs water line.
S. One 4" ghell case was punotured and set afire on Pantail.
4. Cne .30 oallber machine gun was put out of acticn by a bomd

fragment.
S. Two depth ocharge cases were pierced and thrown over the side.

The following personnel cesualties resulted:

(a) QUINAUX, K.E., 2350 57 84, Sealc was killed on the fire

control fatform by & bomb fragment.
(b) GREXN, B.E., 316 69 12, Sealc was lost overboerd, presum-

ably being caused to fall due to gun blast.
(o) RODGERS, M.B., SM3e¢ was wounded in the left heel by a

bomb splinter.
(4) DOE, H.D., 131 46 89, RMic suffered a cut deside right

aye.

FRYMAN, M.E., 279 71 84, F3e¢, U.S.N. deserves speciel
ocnmendation for throwing the durning 4" shell over the side.

M.M. KOIVISTO,
Lisut., U.3. Navy,
Executive Qffiocer.

ENCLOSURE (A)
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m{m-a ] ‘DESTROYSR PIVISION FIPTY-NINE
~ ( 1y UeS+S. PEARY(DDERG)(Flagship)
Bumelosrne [J
egromrts.  DECLASSIFIED semuery 7, 196
Froms The Comnanding Offleer,
To 1t The Chief of the Bureau of Ships.
Subjeet; ¥ar Dmmage Report,

Reference: (a) BuShips Caf, ltr, C=EF13/A 9(374) of
Catober 2 8, 1941,

l. The infornstion required by reforsnce (a) is
forwarded herewith following the catline of reference (a}.

2. At the time the damaze was sustained, this veasel
was undergoing routine Navy Yard overhaul wiish had not yet
been eanpleted. The ship was obtaining all services fram the
Bavy Yard, ths sngineering plant being cut of commission,

The attack was centsred on the Havy Yard, this vessel recelving
a hit from a banb apparently intended tor the main terget.

Se Subject information of the Commamiing Officer's
report of damge followa!

A. GENERAL

l. U.8,5., FBARY (DDRREG)
2. 1330, 10 December 1341,
3. In ﬂ‘vy hﬁ, Cmt.. PQIO
4. Moored to.Central Whar( at Navy Yexd,
5. Ho ghange in draft; no undarwater dmmege.
6. Calm,
7. FVemthsr falyr
Vialbility - excellent.

3. DIRBCT :iITS

1, Bomb, shrapnel and incendisry, about 250
pmm&n 8 inchea in dismoter.

2. Eorisontnl release from about 25,000 foet,

3. Direct hit on foremast four fest adbove fireo
control platform,

4, Did not pamstrate,

6. Foremast apparently set off bamb.

6, Point of impact and detonation apparently
the sams,
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c.

4.

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIF I’ED

War Damage Report. (Cont'd)

High order detonation; largest fragments
weighed about aix pounds, other four pounds.
Some small pleces of granite weighing 6 to 8
ounces found and were apparently also used for
fragmentation effect.

(a) No sotual point of impact oould be found

as bomb detonated upon contaest,

(b) The blast effeoct or fragments splintered all
glass in forward part of ship, suoch as bridge win-
dows, port glasses, glasses on instrument dials,

and binocular lensges.

(o) The splinter effect was most pronounced, the
fragments pleroing all four stacks, swept the gal-
ley deck house and bridzewhere most of the casualties
ocourred, and penotrated ths forward bulkhead of the
galley deck houss. Fragments also plerced the asplin-
ter matiresses and the ¢" special treatment atesl
splinter protection on the dridge. The deock over the
forward fireroom was psnetrated by fragments in about
25 places. One fragment dented the steam drum of

of Ko. 1 boller bdut did not penetrate.

(d) A shaet of flame was seen covering the starboard
8ide of the well deock immediately after the bombd
landed, setting fire to the paint and to scme

life jeckets and other material. Sand and water

was used to put out fire of thirty minutes dura-
tion. There were no subsequent explosions.

9. No noxious geses or other fumes were noted except

those due to the fire,

10. No aotion was taken or was neoessary to loocalize

follows:

effects.

There were no underwater exploaions.
D, No eomment,
Additional damage to the ship's equipment is as

1. Rangefinder struck by shrapnel and wreoked.
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CONF IDENTIAL
DD 228/A16-3(

Subjeot:

DECLASSIFIE

)
War Damage Report. (Cont'd)

Searchlight struck by shrapnel and wrecked.
Torpedo Director struck by shrapnel and wreoked.
Gun director struck by shrapnel and damaged.
Degaussing girdle struck by shrapnel and severed,

- 4n engineer officer'as stateroon.

Bridge overheads blown overjocard.

The following equipment was destroyed in the

Nevy Yard by fire:

1.

2.
Se
4.

All sound gear equipment except generators and
sound head.

All radio receivers.

Twelve torpedo exploders.

Charts, sextants, chronometers and other mia-
cellaneous navigational oquipmont.

J. M. BERMINGHAM

ENCLOSURE (B)



0&)’[’ UNITED STATES ASIATIC PIERY
e DESTROYER SQUADRON THENTY NINE
% T.5.3. PRARY ¢1D226)
Janpuary 7, 1942,
Fromi The Navigater (Lleut. ¥lliaz J, Catlett, Jr,,
U.So kﬂc)o
T 1! The Commapding Officer.
Sub jeot: Yoyage Manlla, P.I, to Fors barwin, Australia -
Report of.
Referonce (a) U.3.%, Regulations, Art. 712,

1. Originally it was plamed to proesed fraa ¥anila
to Balikpapen via Sulu Arekipelage and linkasss Strait. After
passing Cape Calavite the PEARY yecsived the Dutsh report thatg
onsuy ships were st Jolo., The itinerary driefly logged iR para~
graph two was ®liowed instead,

2. jog Rxtructs Priday 26th Dsvember 1941.

2008 to 2400

2030 Underway o varicus eoumes aad spe:ds passing thru mine
flelds., 2100 learsd mine fleld and stealied sn @wurse 220°7,
2113 G/e to 170°T, increassd speed slowly to 30 knots, 2141
Passed gw Island adsan %0 starboard, distant 2 milesg
G/s to o 2233 With Gole Island eheam to stardoamd cham zed
sourse to 2449T. 2300 ¢/e to 2U°T, 2307 With Oape Oalavite
bearing 090°T. ¢istant 3.2 miles set © wrse 150°%., speed 30

kmots.
Total niles steamed §3
Averege spesd 24.7 knots,
Saturday 27¢h Decomber 1941,
8600 ¢to 2400

On sourse 160°T. speed 30 knets. 0106 Paszed Apo Isimd
abean to starboard 4istant 15 1/2 miles, 0230 sed
Ialand abesm to port, &istant S miles; G/e to 154°T, 064
Passed Moges Island sbheam $0 pord, distant $ 1/2 miles; G/c
to 130°7., slowsd to 22 kmote, 0830 - 1058 Gu variows courses
and spesds ecasting off the seast of west Kagros Island, 1030
Lied to in Bay just north of Buoog Point. 1866 Departed Doog
Point or eourse 168°T, speed 22 kmota, 2347 Witk Ba
Point abeen to port distant 8 miles G/¢ to 19097, 2400 Im
position ¥ $9-3597; 121-47' Dast,

Total niles steamed 43 mniles
Average speeod 18,4 knots
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WMITED STATIS ASIATIC FLIX
DECTROY-R SIUADRON TXEINTY XINZ
U.i .S, PEARY (TD226).

Jamary 7, 19&2.

3udbjeet: Voysge Manila, P.I. to Fort Darwin, Australia -
Report of.

Sundey 23 Dece=ber 1941,

3C3C to 2400 o
on scourse 190°T. spe:d 22 knots., 0046 iith South tangent

Balukbaluk Island ateanm to starbdoard distant 1 xile G/a to
180°T. 0126 uith Sast Bolod Island bearicg 2419F, distant 9.5
=iles 0/¢ to 120°T. 0200 Bith south Tatalan Island dearing
27097, distaz=t 3 miles, C/c to 145°T, specd 22 knots -
departure for 3angka Strait. 0600 Slowed to 18 knots, 0810
to 1200 On warious ecursas and spseds, bass course 15§°‘r.(xnmy
patrol plane ®llicwing ship}. 10C C/e to 180°T, 1425 - 1420
on vurious courses and spesds during enemy air attaek dase
oourse 15597, 1645 iade laadfall off Avurang :zx ¢/e %o
055°T. 1743 3Intered pasc d>etween Bunakeag Isl and Tango
Pisok, course 045°T, spsed 22 knots. 1800 On variows acourses
and speeds durins air attaaek; passed thru Bangka strait,
plloting; steerinz fram aft by hand steering; port engine ;!‘.Iiy
in use. 1940 rith Lembeh Island south tangent, bearinc 25 .
distant 4 miles, ok departure for Nanipa Stralt, course 160°T,
speed 22 kncis, on port engims. 2000 Stoyped, on various
ocourses =nd speeds 07 Xexma, ilorth Cgletes Islami. (Ship
soundud, dacare investigated and radio report seat). 2305
¥ith Lezbah Channen bearicg 340°T. distant 10 miles took
departure for Dodinga Bay, Halmahera Island; Course 105°T,
spsed 22 knots on port englae.

Monfay 29 Deceaber 1941,

0000 to 0500
010S Pasegel Tifore Island abean to starboard distamt 9

miles. C/c to 10997, 0315 Sighted Tenants, laitare and
Tidore Islands. 0400 Zatcred channel dstween Maitata md
Ti{dare Islacds fraz the south - Navigator econning, Captain
steering from after deak ouss. 03500 ¥oored -ort azide o
daitara Island., Tosition Lat. ¥ 00=45'; 127-22 Zast.

Total miles steazed (49 21les
Avara;e smed 2l.2 knots.

Tuesday 30 December 1941.

1800 to 2400
Moored Yaitars Island, 1830 Undarwmay on varioms o ursss

and speeds ummooring frax Mslitara Island. 2030 In position
2= ENCLOSURE (C)



UAI =D STATaS ASIATIC FLEEY
DESTROYSR SIUALRH TIRMTY NINE
DD226/A16-3 T.3.3. PEART (DD226)

Jamary 7, l%42.

3utject: Voyage Manila, P.I. to port Darwiz, Australia -
Report of.

00-40'd., 122-17' East steadied on course 10°7. spesd 22 kmots.
2147 Passed Siko 1sland sdeam to starboard, distant 5 miles

G/c to 1959T. 2242 =ith south Latalata tangent bearisg 14452,
distant 9 miles, C/c to 1809T, 2309 With Pso Er. bearing
07007, distant 9 miles C/c to 1689T. 2400 In position S00-40';

Total miles steamed 9
Average smed 27 kmots,

Lednesday X1 Lecembsr 1941,

00)0 to 1500
Passed Cbi Latoe abes2 to port distant 6 miles, remained

on eourse 168°F, speed 22 k-ots. 0750 C/c 1909T. entering
Kelgns Strait, 0842 Steadled on course 158 7. 1020 6/c to
090°T. 1104 Stopped oIf Tango Noesanive waiting pllot. On
various ocourses and speeds in Ambon Bay passing thru mine fields,
1430 Anchored off Gcvermuent Tler Amdbon. 1300 Went alongside
Government pier for fusel.

Total miles steamed 22¢ miles
Average speed 20,6 kmots.

Thursday 1 Jamary 1942,

0800 to 2400

Cleared pier and anshored in Ambon Bay. 1009 On various
sourses and speeds leaving Ambon Bay., 1200 ¥ith Tango Nus-aiwd
bearing 350°T, distant 10 ailes, took departure for Sermsta
Island; course 167°T., speed 72 knots, under iustralian plam
sseort. 1940 G/c to 155&. 2110 Passed Teun Island sbean to
¥ors discant 1s miles; 3/c to 167°T. 2400 Sighted Sermata
s land bearing 21 , disvant 1% =miles.

Total miles steaned 267
Average smmed 20.4 knots.

Friday 2 Jannary 1942.

0000 to 1600
¢/o to 15°T. 0626 6/0 to 180°T. 1220 C/c to 190° Roeky

FPoint abeam distant 12 miles. 1300 C/e to 1X?Cape Yourcroy in
sight. 135 C/ec to 120°T. 1400 ¢/e to 107°7. 1500 Heavy rain

3= ENCLOSURE (C)



"HITED STATES A8ITIC FITIT
‘ DESTEOYLR S:UADRIN T:ENTY KIRE
DD226/Al6-3 U.3.8. PEARY (DD226).

Jamary 7, 1942,

Subject: Voyare Yanila, P.l. to Port Darwin, Australia -
Report of,

squalls set in slowed to 5 knots., 1600 Anamhnred-in (larence
Strait in 19 D:thoms of water; positioa doubtful, dus to
eurrent and raln.

Saturday 3 Jenurry 1942,

0500 te 0900
0548 Underway on various cournes and apeeds entering Tort

Darwin. 0840 Aachored in Fort Darwin Anstralia,
Exhibit 1 appended is a track chart of the voyage.

3. Tavarable westh s> wnrs expected of f Nerros for hiding
on the 27th of Ducenber acogriins to the best weather pre-
dieticvns obtoinahle in Manila. Rain fell in the afterncon
and alouds moved by strong nortaeaet winds aloft dlew over the
mountains fror eastward. This together with the faet that the
ship was blanked off 2n¢ clec@ed into the shore line made it
41 °flnult $o 3¢5 the ghaip from the air in Agin Bay. Henece
interception by snemy plenea wi® 2woidad Juring the day of the

27th.

4, During the passaze ot'Pilaa strait 5 knots ocurreat
wag experienced, T.is gave the skip a mavigatlional speed of

27 knots.

5. The northeast sho-eo of Y¥aitara was chosen as a
mooring site rather than Dodinga Say after careful coasideration
of the 5,000 foot mountain levsl of the islands of Tsuate and
Tidore and the perpendicularity of the shore line of Maitara.
The alfficulty the PRY -~ilstns hnd in finding the ship at laitars
was planned. Tnemy planes would have had even a more 4iffieult

tize i1 findinc the ship.

b The east channsl betwewen Maitara and Tidare {mee
Chart 3081 or exhibit 2) was entered at § knote on port engine
at about four o'clock., The moon had cet and the beach lights

of native barrios were available for piloting. An estinated
one knot ourrent settirg aorthwerd thru the channsl assisted

the navigator in conning the ship to anshorage and moorage.
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UNITLD STATES ASIATIO PLEF
DESTROY:R S<UXTRON TWENTY INE
DD226/A16-3 U.S5.8. PLARY (DE226)

Sub ject: Voyage Manila, P.I. to Fort Darwin, Australia -
Renort of,

At 0500 the ship was anchored off the northeast ahore of Maitaras
in 10 fathoms of water. The whaleboat uvi, and a bowline forward
led to the eapstan from a palm treec were used to brezat the snip
into the steep beach. The ship was moored suscesafully to two
paln trees, A maxirum of tvo fu- t rise and fmll of the tide

was experienced,

Te Using green paint on horizontal surfaees, the eomplete
obliteration of all waite ocolors topsiie, reducing movement nf
men on deck to = mlinimum, placins the ship as close a8 possibdle
to altitudinous shore llnes are the necessary requiremenis to
avold air detection. The moorage at Maitara sudbstantiates
observations made with Lt. Comdr. J.L. Pratt at 4,000, 8000
and 12,000 feet in planning the eamouflage of the U.:!,5. QHILDS,

We J. Catlett, JIr,;
ueumnﬂnt’ Ue e K&Vy,
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EPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES .

Z e b3l UWITED STAPRS ASIATIC FLEET
SULLE #p'! DSSTROYER SQUADRON TSETY-AING
V.3.S. PEARY (DDOR26)

DD226/A16 =3
Jamiary 6, 1942,
from: The Cumery 0fficer.
To: - The Comranding Officer.
Subject: U.5.5. FEARY, engagements with the enemy,
report of,
Refarence: (a) U.S. Navy Segulaticns, article 712,
1. Following 1s a desoription of the attaclz on
the U,3.5. PEARY on December 10, 1541, in Navy Yard, Cavite,
P.T,: :

About 1400 the third wave of nins planes dropped a stick
of bombs across the FEARY. One bomb estimated at 100 pounds
struck the foremast and sprayed well deck, bridge, galley deck
house, and af'ter deck house with fragments,

Until the bomb struclc the PEARY, morals was hizh and
machine zun crews maintained & high rate of contimious fire.
Since altitude of planes 1is eatimated at 20,000 feet, fire
was ineffective,

All A.A. persomnel were necessarily in exposed positions,
In addition about 25 men were in corpamtively unsheltered
positions such as bridge mmd ends of galley deck house
passages watching the bombing. Some men were in the Navy
Yard and the remainder took shelter in the lowsr compartments.

Cf elzht officers on voard, Lisutsnant A. B, Gates was
mortally wounded and died at » December 11, 1541,
Lisutenant Cormender X. H, Keith, USH, Liesutenant (Jz) D. ¥.
“amilton, USN, Ensign C. 3. George, USN, and Ensign J, W,
Patterson, USHR were also wounded, Lieutenant ¥. ¥. Koivisto,
TSN, received ninor cuts firom bomb fragrents. Lieutsnant
(Jsf A. L. Gustafson, USN, and Ension P. ¥, Joyoce USNR,
received no injuries,

Qf 126 men on toard, 8 lmown dead wers identified, tazsed
and removed, 3233 othors are dead, wounded, or missing.

lost of the wounded were promptly given first ald and
removerd to the Navy Yard.

About 1600 the U.S.8, WHIPPOORWILL, dsspite the flaming
yard and exploding torpedo shop, towed the PEARY to a mafs
mooring about 1500 yards from the Havy Yarde
(fM\
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FEPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCKIVES

URITED STATES ASIATIC FLEZT
UESTROVER SQUADROY TWENTY-IIINE
U.S8.5. P2ARY (DNR26)

DD226/A15-3
Jarmuary 6, 1942
Subject: T.$.S, FCARY, Engagements witz the ensmy,

report ofe

The remmining members of the crow were in general shocked
and incompetent. Detailed explanation snd close supervision
was roquired for periormance of the simplest operatioris except
first sid. '

Captain Kelth, though weak from loas of blood and dise
adled from his wounda, remained on board until fires were out,
the wounded removed, and the ship was safe,

In the period following the bembing, PIKE, J. E., e, sy,
and 3KROCH, A., ¥#Tlp, USK, were cutstanding in leadership and
offort in repairing the enginsering plante CHAPIAN, R.F., Git3e,
USN, almogst sin;le handed put the armement of the vessel in
operating condition,

™ 2. Following is & description of the bombing of the T.3.3.
FEARY in ¥anila Zay on the aftsrnoon of Decamber 28, 1941

Attacys were carried ocut between 1215 and 1430 by five
gg.ves of two ensine horizontal bombers estimmted to be at 20,
0 feot,

The ship was saved by changes of course amnd apeed afier
bombers had released dbombs. Lieutenant XN, ¥. Koiviste, UN,

was corming,

Lngim P. R. Joyce, USHR, was instrumental in saving the
ship by hls contlimous and femrless otservations of the attack-
ing planes from an exposed statione

hdlm erﬂﬁowm, L.R.. 50‘16, USH. SPATA, J.J.'
Sealc, US, GRIFFIN, R., Seale, U3N, and FORD, Z.A., Sealc,
USN, were 1'.n & large measurse responsidle for the ship’s safety
for they remmined at thalr stations under filarce bonmburdment
firing at the attackers and reportin; their movements to the
connins officers

hAfter these attacks morale of the crew was extranely
low, for they had no effective msans of counterattacking,
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLIET
DESTROYER SCUADRUN TWENTY-NINB
7.5.5S. PBARY (DD226)

DD226/A15=3
Jamuary 6, 1642
Subject: o345+ FRARY, ensagements with the eoneny,
report of . .
e Followin; iz a description of the attack on the

T.3.5. PEARY 1n the Telebes Sea on December 23, 1941

Cormencing about 1430 and lesting until 1600 two 4 engine
flying voats and two 3 engine patrol planes conduc ted repeatsd
bombing, torpede and strafing attacks against the PBARY,

The rirst bombinz attacks were made at very low altitudes
tut later runs were mades at alout 5-6,000 feet due to heavy
mchins sun fire., Several of the lower approaches were dis-
contimed due to PEARY A.A. fire.

The 4" 50 cal, main battery suns were employed agsinst
low flyin:s planes and it 1is belleved that they aided in reak-
iny up the attaclkca, ‘

A1l nands performed admirably in this attack and at its
completion morale was very high, ‘

The ahip was saved by maneuveringe 3Since bomb releass
point was low, a close watch had to be maintained for immediate

maneuvers after releass of the bombse

I "~ Following is a desoription of the attack on the
U.3.3. PEARY off Eenado on December 28, 1941:

" Three two engine frisndly aircraft approached the ship
about 1715. The recognition signal was flashede. One plane
approached over the port quartsr, tut the PSARY held hear fire,
As a wise precaution the Captain put over the rudder and the
bonbs released missed.

These planes preased home their attaciks in t:e face of
heavy machine sun firee. They approached in a shallow glids at
3=4,000 fest, and released bombs, Only by skillful and timesly
changes of apeed and course the conning of ficer was the ship
able to avolid a direct hit, 13 necessitates an Lmmesdiats and
contirmous flow of information by lookouts and forstop officer
to the coming of ficer,
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URIZED STATES ASIATIC FLEET
DESTRCYER SCQUADRON TWENTY-IINE
DD226/A16-3 U.3.5. PEARY (DD226)

January 6, 1942

Suvject: U.3.3, PEARY, engnserents wit: the ensmy,
report of, :

e last atiack was the most dangerocus. Despite maneuvers
two bombts 1it close aboard the pert zuard reil. GQUITAUX, K.E.,
Sealc, USN, who was machine gurmor on the foretop was immed-
iately killed by a fragmant while bravely serving hls gum,
Several four inch rounds in the ready racks aft wsre penetrated
and ons round was isnited. Acting instantly and with great
bravery, FRYMAN, G.A., FSc, USH unstrapped the burning care
tridge md threw it overboard before the fire could spread
enc the shell coulld detonate, :

During the two attacks on this date, KENNAUGH, G. T., Mae,
USK, performed his duties in servieing the .50 cal. A.A. battery
with great 8rfficlency and utmost dravery in that ke worked um-
ceasingly in exposed positions undor heavy bombardment and
strafing attacks and was largely respansible for maintenance
of the heavy A.A. fire,

Se Following are observatione and conclusions:

Apparently the enemy bombsichts are excellent. In slmost
every attack the ship was saved by mgneuvering. The al titude
of Japansse torpedo planes at release 1s estimated at 150 feeot.
Though torpedos were not seen by this offfcer when relsased,
one was ouserved to broach twisce about 800 yards on the port
quarter, and it 1s assumed that release occurred ahortly before
this time, The track of this torpedo was observed contimuously
until i1t passod the ship. It is estirated from comparison with
cur own peace time practices that this terpsdo had a speed no

sreater than 30 Ikmots.

+50 cal, ammmmnition was telted in the followingz arder; 1
tracer, 1 ball, 1 A.P. while 30 cal. was parmed 1 traecer-to
1 ball.

For nizh flying hoﬁsontal bonbers, machine zun fire appeared
to be absolutely useloss. :

In gseveral instances low flyin: horizontal bombers were
driven up to 5,000 feet by concentrated machine ;un fire or
driven off, but above 8,000 feet thelir movements seemed une
disturbed by hsavy fire from 4 .50 cale, and 4 .30 cal, machine
guns.
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLIRT .
DESTROYER SQUADROE TWEN TY-TINE
DD226/A15 -3 U.3.3, PEARY (DU226).

Jamwmry 6, 1942

Subject: TeS.S. PEARY, enzagemsnts with the enemy,
report of,

The friendly planes which attacked thia vescel later re-
ported a, "large mmber of holes in wings snd fuselage®, It
1s the opinion of this officer that an explosive bullet is ebe
solutely necossary to effectivelr strike modemn warplanes,

A. L. GUSTAFSON.
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DD226/416-3 :Gn
Janwary 6, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMAKDIYG OFFICER:

From: Enasign P.YM. Joyce, DeV(G), Ue3«H.R.,
: Agsistant Guaonery Officer.

Subject: Recent actions fought by U.S.S. PZARY.
l. Ravy Yard, Cavite, P.l., December 10, 1941;: -

About 1235 ths alr raid alarm sounded and we mannad
the antl-aircraft battery. My station was on the after deck
house directing the fire of the two .30 caliber machine juns
anl a 3.A.R. I was soon joined thers by Lisutenant ( jz)
Donaldé W. Hamilton, U.3.N., who took charge.

The occnduet of the men with me waa couragesous, c¢ool,
and exemplary throughout.

Around 1250 a large squsdron of enemy bombers, perhaps
thirty-rfive or forty, and at a consideradle altitude, flew over
Cavite towaris Menila. They dropped no bombs. A hot fire was
opened on them by ship and shore batterles.

A short time later (I lost all sense of time) a similaer
formatisn of enemy bombers flew over Cavite, from the westerly,
I believe. Agein a very hot fire was opsned on them lacluding
<50 saliber mmchine guns, which, of course, fell far short.
Apparently the fire from ths three-inch anti-aircraft guns
wasg al so short, though I sew three plan:s fall in flames. One
plane, a darXly painted, low wing, single engine machine sudden-
ly apreared flying very low over Bacoor Bay (directly astern of
us) and losing altitude steadily; apparently the planw was
injured. e opened fire on it with all the guns on the after deck

house, but without apparent effect.

At aporoximately 1300 nine enemy bombers in a "V" for-
mation and at a probable altitude of 20,000 feet or bettzr
flew directly overheal and dropred bombs which fell in 3acoor
Say only a few hundred feet from the stern of U.3.3. FIARY.

4 small tug of the "Six-eighty" type was destroyed completely.
Cne survivor was sesn on the wreckage and a motor launch put
out from the 2ndo of Machina Vharf to rescue him. about that
time another salvo of bombs hit in the bay and whether or not
the motor launch was destroyed I do not know, In the msantime,
the U.3.5. ISABEL, anchored not far aatern of us, got underway
ani stood 4éut into Manila 3ay.

-1 - ENCLOSURE (E)



JD226/A18-3 1Gn

January 6, 1942
Recent Actions fought by U.3.5. PRARY
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Not all of the second salvo of bombs lamded in the
bay, es the Receliving Statiosn was hit, and a stesarm line
on the end of Machina Wharf ruptured. The U.S.3. 0TUS,
moored to the end of Machina Wharf, was undamaged as far
as T could see; she got underway a few miautes after the

ahtack,

Shortly, there was a thiri attaock and I could see
the bombs falling right on us. Water, thrown up by near
misgses, drenched up. Lieutenant (jg) Bamilton, lying
besile me, was baldly wounded in the shoulder and in the
back. Leaving him in care of the men I ran forward to
get the pharmacisat's mate., I was astounded to see xany
woundeld lying in the starboard passageway through the galley
leck house, and other woundad being carrisd off the ship.
The only officer in sight was Arthur L. Justafson, Lieutenant
{jg), U.5.N. who wag unhurt and directing the removal of the
wounded. I ran aft to my gun station where the men were .
dressing Mr. Ramilton's wounds. It was about this time that I
first noticed numerous large fires in the Yard, and one on
our well deok on which the PILLSBURY was plying a hose.
Then I noticei thet our mast wazs down and lying across the
briigs, and that the firing from oSur guns had seased, Only

then did I realize we had been hit.

The U.S.S. TANAGTR moored to Machina Wharf on our port
hand got underway as did also the Army FPerry, GINERAL JOHN
Mo . HYDE moored on our starboard quarter. By this time
the smoke was thick over the yard.

There was another attack but the planes could not be
seen for the smoke, where the bombs landed I do not know.
The anti-aircraft fire in this last attack was very weak.
Around this time the U,5.S. PILLSBURY got underway and stood

out into Bacoor Bay.

%hen the air rald was over there were left aboard the
Captain, woundei in the legs but still able to walk, three
other officers, including myself, esbout twenty-four unwounded
ratings, eight dead men and a few woundel. V'é were almost
cut off from the rest of the Yard by a wall of fire. The
fire on the ship we finished extingulishing by buckets of

water.
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January 6, 1942
Subj rot: Recent Actions fought bdy U.S.S. PEARY.

Coon a buildiang at the heal of Central Aharf bdbegen
bloving up, then the torpedo shop began exploding. At the
same time burning lighters began 4drifting down on us. ~e
triel to make signals to the PILLSBURY, TANAGER and anothsr
minesweeper, all lying in Bacoor Bay. PFinally, the U,3.S.
“HIFTCOR¥ILL ocams into the bay, and seeing the situation
closed in on us. A motor boat ecoxwained by George Petrich,
Ensign D-V(G), T.S.N.R., ran the line for us and we were

hauled oclear.
2. 0ff Corraglidor, Decsmber 28, 1941:-

Barly in the afternocn two groups of enemy Dlanes,
one of nine planes and one of six, both in "V" formetions
and at an altitude of approximately 15,000 feet attacked tae

P2ARY five times in succession.

There were many near misses and on several of the
attacks there would have been one or more direet hits had
we not turnei when the bombs were released. Fragments frox
the near hits oeut a signal halliard, a forestay and did
other minor demage. ¥e had great diffioculty in keeping
track of both groups of planss, once we did not know we
were beinc attacked until the bombs were almost on us.

About the second or third attack someone on the galley de
1eck house yelled "securs” and the talker thers passed the
word over the phones and took them off. I was on the control
platform and the firat thing I knew all the machine gunners
hal run below. B3y dint of muoch ordering they were gotten back
to their atations and Lisutenant (jg) Guatafson took charge
on the galley dsck house. After that we put up machine gzun
fire whenever the bombers ceme over, but it was totally 1in-

effective at that range.
Mr. Koivisto was on the dridge in ocontrol of the ship
and 1id4 a sood job of io4ging. He was aided by the bridgs force

which were of even more value than the regular lookouts as they
oouli tell him more juickly when the bombs were releasoi.

-3 - ENCLOSURE (E)
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Januery 6, 1942

5ubj 2ot kecent Actions fought by U.S.3. PIARY.

3 0re Celebes, N.2.I., December B8, 1941:-

Around 1500 we were attacked dby four Japanese planes,
two four motor, and two two motor ones. They endeavored
to bomb us from a8 low altitude, and also to torpedo us.

The repeatsl attacks must have govered a period of
several hours . Several attacks weres turned bdack by our
hot fire:; we sven fired on them with our four inch battsry.
There were no injurlies to the ship and no casuaslties sustained

by personnel.

About dusk, as we were arproaching Menado, we were sud-
denly attacked by three planes whieh ocame in on us fast and were
promptly driven off by our flre, one bomb falling well astern,
At this time we noticed the Sritish insignia on these planes
and tried to challenge them with our signal searchlights but got
no response. One of ths three started coming in on us again,
but we were orderel not to fire. The plans flew direotly over
us, the crew stood up and cheered and at the same instant the
plane strafed us with its machine guna., Then another one of
the planes glids-bombed us; two near hita off the fantall
damaged the steering engine, split open three derth charges
and set a four inch shell afire. Ve shifted to hand-steering.

The last plane to attaeck was driven off defore reaching
a vombing position. After this the planes left. The casual-
ties wers: one dead, ons cvarboard, and two wounded.

Signed,

Philip Kiohael Joyos,
Bnaign, O=V(G), U.S.N.R.

ENCLOSURE (E)
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DD226/A18~3 :Gn

January 6, 1942,

From: The Enginsoring Officer,
Engign R.L.R. Johnson, D-V(G), U.S.N.R,
To : The Commending Officer, U.S.S8. PEARY.
Subjeoct: Bombing attaoks on U.3.8. PEARY - report of.
1. In Manila Bay off Corregldor on Januery

28, 1941, air alarm was sounded about 1030, but it was nearly

1860 before we were actually attacked. At that time I observ-

ed the first flight of nine planes flying at a very high al-

titude and heseding right over ua. I went to my station in

the engine room so 4id not see the bombe actually fall from

the first few flights of planes. However, it wus possible

to got a fairly accurate picture of the motivities going on

above from the speeds rumg up by the bridgs. Therefore, we
¥BAdell just about when the bombs were golng to drop.

The se¢ond stick of bombs eame very olose to the port slde

apd from the engime room it felt like the ship had been hit.

But tke engine room foroce stayed right at their stetions and

promptly carried out all speed signale rung up by ths dbridge.

2. During the fourth attack my station was
on the galley deck houss as 1 had temporarily relisved the
offiocer at that station. I observed a flight of nire planes at
very high altituds, 1300 or 2C,000 feet, making & run over us.
We opsned fire with the fifty caliber but they fell far short.
They let go e stisk of three bombs which fell about 30 yards

off ocur starboard bow.

I went back to my station in the engine room during the
£if$h and possibly sixth atteocks and found thet the engine
room force wes holding up very wcll under the terrific strain.

Be 0ff Celebes, December 28, 1941,

About 1530 we wers attacked by four Japanese bombers,
two four motored and two two motored torpedo earrylng planes.
The four motored bombers opansd the attack and made several

praetice runs before dropping any bombs. My statlon was on
the galley deck house. We opened fire with the £ifty caliber

dbut the only effect was to make them go a little higher.

-1 - ENCLOSURE (F)



DD228/A16-3 :Gn
' Janusry 6, 1942

Subjest ; Bombing attacks on U.S.S. PZARY - repart of.

The planes ceme one at a time dropping two bombs only when they
felt sure of a hit. However, nome of the bombs ocame very elose
a8 we kept up a steady fire whioh kept them high enough so that
we oould mepeuver out of the way. Then the two torpedo carrying
planes came in from different directicus launehing four torpedoses
while & high bomber dropped two bombs at approximately the same
time. Due to expert maneuvering we managed to miss them all.
However, during the bombing we wired our aft main thrust. The
gunners held up very well under fire and were in good spirits

after the Japanese attack.

About forty-five minutes after the Jupanese bcmbers
left we were attaocked by three two mptored bombers which turned
out to be Aumtralian. Ve opsned fire thinking thsy were
Japanese and then stopped firing when we saw the marking.
Howaver, they drorped their bombs and used mechine guns so
we opened fire again. The last two bombs they dropped landed
right oloss to the fantail, putting ebout 18 holes in the stesr-
ing engine room and cutting the wheel rcpes. We shifted to
hand steering and kept golng. The morale of the crew was much
lower after that, probeably dus to being bombed by our allisa and
also having four casualties, one man killed, one man loat over-

board, and two ipjured.

R.L.R. JOBNSON,
Ensi@, D"V(G) » Ul SDN.RQ
Engipeer Officer.

ENCLOSURE (F)



'DECLASSIFIED

CESTROYER SQUADRON TURNTY-NINE
VHITED SPATRS ASIATIO FLEDT
Usse3s BLACK BAVE, Flagahip 90/ga

Janusry 7, 1342,
First indorsemsnt to0 $.0. FRARY .
ltr. Flls DD226/:16~3/(3=42) of

. Januayy 6, 1
From: Genmander Destraoyer squadron THINTY-NTNC. .
™ . The Commander-in~ghief, U.3. ASL1:TIC FLEXT.
subjoet: UsSevs PZARY = ‘Ngagemsnts with the ensay,
Report of,
l«  TForwarded,

26 Comander Dossmm Squadron Twenty~iline had tiis
report for only & few hours =nd forwards it at this time in opder
not t0 delay it until ths next mall st an indefinite data,

3. rrom 8 hurried study of this repert wnd from oone
versetion with the Comuanding 0ffiser, the Squadyon Sommander i
impreszed withk the efficlency and hruvery of the Comsanding snd
other officers of the ahip and the performance of duty of the
srew under most irylag snd difficult clircumstances. sftar further
study edditiocnal recommendations mey de msde, dut st tiis time the
<Guadron Commander desires to reccmmand awards as followe:

{a) PRYMAN, Glemm A.,#279 71 84, Vleo,USK, Navy Cross
for extraordl herolan during the engazement of
Desecber <8, 1941, while under a bombing nttask, he
seized a buraing l-i.nch‘ service osrtridge and ¢

it overbasrd befere it sxpleded, thersby sav the
lives of several msmbers: of the erew snd asvaert
prodbabls- severe dasmage to the ship.

(v} Lisutenent J.M. Serminghem, UIE, Cozmendsation dy
the Fresident for devotion teo &aty » 8f2i04snoy and
initiarive in preparing the zhip Tor servics =nd in
bheidling the ship during sttaeks; for ingenuity snd
effielency of camouflage mezsares $akes, sad sonceale
mont of the shlp during the vogegs, and for his enlm
lssderahlip during extrsordinawily hazerdous =ud

trylng 4dusy.

sle afnlafeY=



DECLASSIFIED

F¥6-3/416-3  DESTROYER SSUAINON TWEWTY=-HINE
( ) UNITZD STATEY ASIATIC FLEZXT 00/za
UeleSe BLAGK BARK, Flagship

sjii' Janasry 7, 1942,
?11'!3 Mrﬂ t “ ¢0" me‘KY
1tr, File 1D226/A16=3/{3=4i2) of

Jeauary 6, 1942,

Sub jeot: Uslele 77ARY = Tngagemsonts vith the epnemy,
: aeport of, ' :

3.{cont?d) (e} Lisutenant .M., Koiviato, UsN, Lisatenant
WeJ e CGatlett, U5SH, end Lisutenant (jg) A.lL.
Gustafsun, UGN, Commendatien by the 3ascretary
of the Havy for devotion %o duty, leadership,
affloienoy and bravary during repected aitacks
apon ths ship. .

bo The reecmmendations regerding handling of anips
during a bombing attaak wilil be pablished to Destroyer Sguadron

iwenty=-ine,

/a/ B, V. S$ILEY.



SIFIED
2n2 3Endorsement

P8/ 4163 UNIESD SPATES ASIATIC FLEEP Bz
Hesadguarters, S:::ﬂx West Pacific Command,
a

PHETAL . .

] The Comuander in Chief, U.S. ASIATIC FLIET.

January 26, 1943,

To ¢ The Commanding Officer, U.S5.3. PRARY.
Yia : The Comnandar Destray:r Squadron Twenty-iine,
Subject: Us8.8, FRARY = ZEngagements with the eneay,

‘ Report of,

i, Returaed,

2. The Commandar in Chlef, U.E. ASIATIC FLSET, regpets

that he i obligsed to disapprove tha recommsndations for zwards.
It 1a apprecisted that FEARY pessed through expericnees which ware
tryiag for personnel mdaraai.gf thelir rirst war service. 3ush waa
partisularly the oase in the firast attask, during whiad siip and
porscnnel recolived eonsiferable real injury, Howover awards, if
they are to serve Stheir proper purpose, should be reserved ror more
sonspicucus servisce than appsars %6 be the case in this instanca.

/8/ THOs. €. Z...T.

Gopy %o
Gingar (4sdain),

(CoFrY)



DECLASSIFIED

DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-NINE 01/MeX

UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET
U. 8. 8. BLACK HAWK, Flagskip

3rd Endorsement on CC PEARY
- oanf, 1ty. DBEZG/AIS-B(SAZ)
°f :an. ‘. 19

R AR
=7 ': NTEJ%:BM

February 12, 1942

From: The Commander Beastroyer Squadran MTY-HM.
To & The Commanding orﬁ.cer, U.S5.3. PEARY,
Bnbj_iecﬁz U.S.3, PEARY =~ mgagmenta with the enemy =
' ' roport of, :
l. notnrnsd.

H. V. WILRY,



DECLASSIFIED:

COMMARDER DESTROYFR SQUADRON TWENTY-NINZ

01/MeI
FC4-29/ 214 3 402 Endorsement on 00 PEARY
] eenf, ltr. mzﬂﬁ/ﬂlﬁ-ifj-dﬁ
CONFIDENTIAL Jagust 5, 1942
From? The Commander Destroyer Sgquadron Twenty-Hine,
To The 3ecretary of the Havy.
Via @ The Commander Destroyers, Pacific Fleet,

Bub jeot: Us.3.8. FREARY - Engagements with the enamy -
report of,

Reference: ‘&) Lieut, W. J. Catloett's oonf. ltr. m226/
Ag-} of March £, 1942 and endorsements
thereto.

l. Porwarded in ths bdelief that this report of the
U.8.8., PEARY's engagementa with the enemy has not resached the
Dopartment in other fornm,

2, In his second endormemsnt the Commander~in-Chief,
U.8. Asliatic Fleet, avidently considered the besic leiter as
primerily recommendations for award, Cozmander Deatroyer
Squadron Iwenty-Nine was unable to deliver this oorrespondemcs
tc PREARY whkich was sunk at Darwin, N.T. Australis oz February
19, 1942, It wa» held afterwards, and until now, awaiting a
decision as to whether the question of awards would be ra-
eonsidered.

3. Betwaen Janusry 3, 1942 and Pebruary 19, 1942 the
FRAKY performed valuable service. Temporsry repairs to make the
ship seaworthy wers ocmpleted by BLACK BAWK on January 22, 1942.
PEARY aoted as subdmarine escort vesssel on numerous escasions.
On January 30, 1942 PEARY transported one hundred (100) drums
of aviation gasocline on deok from Darwin te Noilmina Bay, Timor
(approximately 50 miles east of R9epang) landing drums in the
dead of night on e deach adjacent to a temporsry landing fisld.
Tais operation was particularly hazardous in view of the faot
that a Japanese Carrisr had deen rsported necrth of Timor and
because FEARY had only calider .50 maohine guns for anti-
aireraft proteotion. U.S. Am!nt.vintm had plsnned to fly
P-40's from Townsville to Darwin, thence to Noilmina Bay, and,
by refueling at these stops, to continune west to Jawva,
snticipated greater success refueling at au uninown fisld than
at Koepang which had been attacked seversl times. Whether thia
gasoline was utilized for this purpose is not known.

«l =



DECLASSIFIED

COMMANDER DUESTROYER SQUADROR TWENTY-NIRE

FO4=29/ivp Adb-3 4th Endorsement on CO FEARY
of an. ¢ 1942

CQ@@ gE NT%I% mgasamnts with the enemy -

repors nr.

4, PEARY wag an enti-submarine escort for LANGLEY
snroutes Darwis to Frssmantls from approximately 8 %to 13
Fadruary 1942, altiough without sound equipment, snd she
oparated with HOUBTON esecorting a Darwin -~ Xospsng convoey
from 14 to 19 PFebruary 1942,

s, Refersnoe (a) details the final angagement of
and the loss of the FREARY,

J. Hoe GARVIN
By Airestion.



REPRODUCED AT THE NATICNAL ARCHIVES

DECLASSIFIEL

DESTROYERS, PACIFIC FLEET

(3-&2) mma am. &, 15

tommmandar Jestroyors, fesifle PFieet,

The Seeretary of the Zevy.

?1‘ Jnsmandarein-Chiof, U.0. Facific Tleet,
2} Qommandar=ineghief, Y.S. Fieet.

aom:
To
via 1

sabjeat:

jeferancet

1.
2e

parsgraph & of referendes (b), Commander Destroyers, iresifie
Fleet, regummands that the guestion of swards for &sam
bs mgu&ud in thia assse, The nedessery sction

VeSeids F.ARY (75226) « ingegenends ~ith the
inony o JWpart of.

(b} Ginopso 1tr. s2=11/712 #15(1)/(05)
sertsl 1863 of .peil 25, 1942,

Forwardcd,
In viev of theo stetaamate contained in
ing

wil1l B¢ ilaitlaved in sepePete eSrraspondonoe,

al
]
L.
.

AUTTQRTE..



DECLASSIFIED

FF6-3/A16-3/ DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-NINE 01/Th
(CF-0007) UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET :
U.S.S. BLACK HAWK, Flagship
Exact Copy . '
January 8, 1942.

C-0-N-F-I~D-E-N-T-I-A-L
From: Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE.
To : Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE. -
Subject: U.S.S. PEARY (DD226) - Engagements with

the enemy - Report of. :

1. Commander Destroyer Squadron'TWENTY;NINE has

reviewed subject report and was impressed with the efficiency
and bravery of the Commanding and other officers of the ship
and the performance of duty of the orew under most trying and

diffioult circumstances.

2. The Commanding Officer of the PEARY, Lieutenant
Commander J. M. Bermingham, U.S. Navy, made several recommendations,

quoted herein:

"], When a high level bomber is making a bombing
approach the engines should be slowed and a slight
amount of rudder, about 5 degrees, put on, right or
left. At bomb release full speed should be rung up
and as soon as the ship has started to move about 20
degrees rudder put on. This technique was successful
both against pattern bombers and stick bombers. The
shgine room should be warned to answer all bells
promptly and the full speed bell with maximum accelera-

tion.

"2, When a bombing attack 1s probable water ballast
compensation is not recommended unless it is absolutely
necessary as the ship will maneuver better and respond
to her engines more readily when light.

"3, Avoiding hits by combination of high level

bombers and torpedo planes requires split second tim-

in the use of engines and rudder. The main battery
should be fired into water ahead of the attacking
torpedo plane and not at the ptane as there is better
chance of disturbing the enemy's approach by the splash
than by the chance of getting a direoct hit on so small
a target although the temptation to fire direct at the

plane is strong.

-l-
ENCLOSURE (A)



DECLASSIFIED

FF6-3/816-3/ DESTROYER SQUADRON. TWENTY-NINE 01/Th
(CF-0007) UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET
U.S.S. BLACK HAWK, Flagship

Exact Copy

January 8, 1942.
C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

Subject: U.S.S. PEARY (DD226) - Engagements with
the enemy - Report of.

",. Detection by enemy aircraft in daylight 1is
more likely when steaming at high speed as the wake
of a destroyer steaming at 25 knots can be seen in a
smooth sea on a clear day for as much as thirty miles
according to the aviators attached to Patrol Wing TEN
operating from Ambon, N.E.I. The maximum speed which
can be used without leaving a noticable wake is re-
ported by them to be 13 knots. :

"5, Caliber .50 and .30 A.A. machline guns have

little value in deterring enemy bombing or torpedo

planes. In a prolonged attack the enemy planes es-
tablish the height beyond which these guns are con-
paratively harmless, observed to be about 5000 - 6000
feet, and operate leisurely at this level. The tor-
pedo planes readily accepted the fire of these guns
during the short time of the torpedo approach and
following strafing attack.

"6, Destroyers can hide during daylight by
anchoring in a sheltered anchorage with high land on
at least three sides; green paint plus palm fronds and
other vegetation obtained ashore is effective camouflage.
PEARY hid in Asia Bay on the coast of Negros and was
unobserved by Japanese bacmbers both on their northward
flight and return flight although the planes were
plainly seen from the PEARY, The PEY's sent from
Ambon to contact PEARY at Ternate although aware of
her location spent four hours searching finally being
attracted by the ship's boat." .

3. The complete report of the FPEARY is available
for reading to any officer of the Squadron on application to

the Senior Alde.
H. V. WILEY.

J. S. FAHY,
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy,
Squadron Secretary. -2=

ENCLOSURE (4)
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The command ing off lcer of th

Charles A. Ferriter, USN,

e minesweeper USS Whi
was awarded the Navy Cross Por his courage in

!

oorwili (AM=35), Lt.

towing Peary clear of flames and Plylng debris Prom exploding torpedo

wvarheads on a nearby pler.
the bomb hit on 12/10/41 bec

Peary
ause h

was unable to get under way followling
er engineering plant was out of com=

mlission.

After mooring the destro

yer about a mile awa

y the minesweep~

er's Damage Control Party ass/isted
her boat took the wounded ashore t

the Reary'!s crew with repalrs while
0 a hospital. Whippoorwill was 188

feet long, displaced 840 tons and had a normal complement of 75 offi-
cers and men. She was decommissfoned and struck from the Navy list in
L719u6. (officlal U.S. Navy Photograph)




U.S.5. Peary (DD-226)

Excerpt from, "The Captain of the 'Whip',"” by LCDR C. A. Ferriter, USN,

Commanding Officer of the Minesweeper USS Whippoorwill (AM-35)+
(Recounting the events on 10 December 1941 at Manila Bay, P.I.)

“General Quarters!” “Heave Around!”

got the ship to Battle Stations and under -

way. We headed for Manila. Submarines
were coming out as fast as they could
from their buoys and from alongside
tenders. They submerged when they were
dear of the breakwater. There were some
merchant ships inside the breakwater.
They remained. The Lark and Finck were
near Corregidor sweeping.

Then we saw the enemy. All sorts of
planes, light bombers, fighters, heavy
bombers, were there. There appeared to be
over a hundred of them. Our big, slow-
moving fiying boats were flying toward
Corregidor, keeping close to the water.

An attack was started on our starboard
side, toward Nichols Field, an Army air-
port. We shot at a numberof planesin that
direction. Two planes were hit and crashed.
We were shooting at them but so were a
lot of other people. Every once in a while
a submarine would show his conning
tower, so we would not run over them.
They became quite 2 nuisance. It seemed
that we annoyed some sub or other every
time we turned. After we neared the break-

Only one was hit. The attack on the navy
yard was now in progress. We kept up a fire
on low flying fighters and dive bombers
coming out from attacks on the navy
yard. One came very near to us. He came
up on our port quarter. The after machine
guns fired at him. Some light colored
smoke came out of lLiis fuselage. He tried
some kind of a maneuver. He banked his
plane and put a burst of machine gun
bullets about 50 feet ahead of the ship.
We put on full left rudder and went from
“Ahead” to “Full Astern” in an effort to
let him get ahead of the *““Whip.” He crossed
dose aboard ahead of us and fell into the
water about a thousand yards away from
us. He sank immediately.

Cavite Navy Yard was a mass of flame.
We headed for the navy yard to see if we
could help, and to see if our boat was still
there. The boat had been left in Canacao
Bay to reduce the splinter hazard. We left
one mzan in the boat, the boat engineer.
He was armed with a Springfield rifle. As
we approached Sangiey Point Buoy we
passed the Quail. The Quail turned and
followed the “Whip” to the navy yard.
We passed the Tanager off the Sangley
Point Buoy. The Quail and Tanager bad

at a pier in the

navy yard at the start of the raid. The

ineering plant bad been in

operation. The Quail took the Tanager

out of the yard. They separated near the

Sangley Point Buoy. The Tangger an-

chored and completed preparations to get
under way.

About this time the Isabel reported over
the radio telephone that she was in com-
munication with the navy yard. I asked
her to have the navy yard tell me where
they needed us most. The navy yard never
answered. We saw the yard signal station.
It was flying a distress signal. I said,
“Boy! she isn’t lying! She is in distress if
anything ever was!” It was difficnit to de-
cide where to go. The Pidgeon was playing
her hoses on some barges that were burn-
ing at the end of Guadeloupe Pier. I made
out a destroyer at the small pier between
Machina Wharf and Guadeloupe Pier.

I sent the Pidgeon & signal: “The
"Whip’ is going in and take out that de-
stroyer.” We went in between Guadeloupe
Pier and Machina Wharf. It was a mess.
It was the Peary. The ship had many little
fires all over her. She bad been strafed and
had been struck by bomb fragments and
debris. The war heads and torpedo air
flasks in the torpedo overhaul shop on
Machina Wharf next to her were explod-
ing. The air was filled with clouds of
debris. A small motorboat under the com-
mand of an Ensign, a young reserve officer,

* U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings, November 1942.




attached to Inshore Patrol, assisted in the
efiorts to take out the Peary. The heat and
explosions made ship handling difficult.
The pressure would be on one side and
then on the other. The Ensign tried to take
lines from the “Whip"” to the Peory with-
out success as we made our approach. We
put our bow against her stern. We made
fast with a 6-inch line. We backed and
parted the line. The heat or a falling frag-
ment might have caused the line to part.
We tried it again. Again the [ine parted.
It became more difficult to keep in position
for backing out. The wind and the current
kept working to put the “Whip” broadside
to the end of the pier. This was bad.
Guadeloupe Pier and Machina Wharf each
extended a good distance beyond this little
pier. We came up to the Peary again. We
went quite far up on her port quarter. This
was the side away from the pier. I sent a
man over to the Peary to make sure that
she had no mooring lines to the pier. The
“Whip’s” man reported when the lines
were clear. We backed and she came away.

‘We backed clear of the dock. There was
shoal water not far from the piers. We
went alongside the Pegry. This was more
easily done than jackknifing her. The
“Whip” went between the Peary and the
burning barges off Guadeloupe Pier. We
had all of our hoses going all of the time.
Once in 2 while we played the water on the
bridge to cool that place off. The men on
deck were kept cool by hosing them down
when it became too hot.

Our boat was near by and my boy was in
it. The three others ashore on duty never
returned. They joined the Naval Battalion
on Corregidor. My boy was returning to
the ship at the time of the attack. He made
his way through the burning navy yard to
Puerta del Mar Wharf and found our
boat there. The engineer had stayed near
the landing during the attack. He brought
the boat alongside when we got the Peary
moored to the buoy. He brought some
Pharmacist’s Mates and Hospital Corps-
men from the navy yard. The dispensary
had been burned.

The Peary was short of men. Some of her
officers and crew had been killed in the

pnavy yard where they were working.
Others were in the navy yard but unable
to get back to the ship.

We went out of the navy yard searching
for the target raft mooring buoy. I asked
the acting executive officer of the Peary
whether he had any other ideas to suggest
concerning the Peary. He replied in the
negative. There was a great deal of loose
gear floating around in the water. It
seemed that we might not be able to find
the buoy. The Peary had no anchors
aboard. We connected one of our bower
anchors to 2 heavy piece of wire rope which
was led from the bow of the Peary. After
getting ready to anchor the Peary we
found the buoy and moored her to it.

We put our Damage Control party
aboard the Pesry as soon as she came

‘clear of the pier. She had no power and

was helpless. The Damage Control party
with the aid of the Peary’s crew put out
the fires and cleared away the wreckage.
The Pharmacist’s Mate and a working
party tended the wounded and removed
the bodies of the casusities to the “Whip.”
Our boat took the wounded to the hospital
in Canacao.

The Commissary Department had been
busy. Hot coffec and sandwiches were
ready as soon as she was taken alongside.
All of the men of the Peary were fed a
meal after she was moored to the buoy.

The work on the Peary was well and
quickly done. Our Engineer Officer made
an inspection of the engineering parts of
the ship. He reported to me that it could
be made ready for operation with Iittle
work. The Boatswain reported that there
was no apparent structural damage. The
Gunner checked the ordnance equipment
and took all steps necessary for its safety.
An officer from the Admiral's Staff came
alongside the *“Whip.” He asked me for
information concerning the Peary. I re-
ported that the Peary was. structurally
undamaged and could be put in operation
in a day or two at most. The Peary had
much bad luck. She was sunk later in
Darwin, Australia, during an air raid.




(—FERRITER, CHARLES !
‘Station: C.0, USSWENTORMRNOMStion: Cavite, L. .

Avarded: NAVY CROSS by Sec. Navy. P15(AA)(1273) ;
Recommended by: Comdr. Mine Div. 9 A16-3(43) dated’ ;
Dec., 19, 1941--(b) C.0. USS TANAGER ltr, ;
AM5/A16-3(481) dated Dec. 18, 19h1. |

Avarded: June 1, 1942.

"For distinguished service in the line of his profession |
ag C.0, USS WHIPPOORWILL during the aerial bombarding of
the Navy Yerd, Cavite, on Dec. 10, 1941, by enemy Japanese
s. Despite the fires and frequent explosions of air |
ks and war heads at the Navy Yard at the time, Lt.
n'iter, displaying extraordinary courage and determination
S __Coveen ..J

proceeded to the dangerous area and tawed disabled surface )
ships elongside docks to a safe area, thereby undoubtedly

saving the crews from serious danger and the sessels, for
purther service." oo
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UNITED STATES SHIP

ZONE DESCRIPTION =8 REMARKS

0-4: X :

. Moored port side to east side of Central wharf, Navy Yard, Cavits, ‘P.I.,
with standard destroyer mooring lines, undergoing navy yard overhaul., .Bofler
.#1 in use for auzxiliary purposes. Receiving fresh and.flushing water and telephd
one services from the yard, Ships present: USS PEARY(SOPA), PILLSBURY, SEALION,
SEADRAGON, TANAGER, QUAIL, LARK, BITTERN, S-37, . ‘Mo B HYDE, YP=97

and various yard and distriot craft, Anti-eirersft battery in condition of read-

iness IX. Ship in material condition of readiness BAKER. ‘
T.A. HILG
' Lieutenant {Jjg&¥, U.S. navy,

4-8: - ) ' . .
‘Moored as before., Anti-aircraft-battery in condition II. ,Ship in material

condition of readiness BAKER. ‘/4/
& <4

R.W., G 3
Lieutonant, U,S.

Yo

8-12:. ) . : ! ’

Mpared ‘as before. Anti-aircraft battery in condition II. Ship in materlal
condition of readiness BHAEER. 0800 Musterad orew on stations. No absentees.
0915 USS OTUS .stood in.and .moored.  Made.dally inspeotion.of~magazpnes mad - smoke-
less powder .samples. Condltions normal. % . i

.P. FISCHER, ‘
Bosign, U.S. Navy., -

12-16: :

" Moored as before. Anti-airoraft.battery incondition II. Ship in materia
condition of readiness BAEKER, 1240 Alr alarm sounded.-- All hands to General Qua:
ters. Set comdition AFIRM, A group ¢f nine (9) Japanese dive bombers were obae
ved attaciking Nicholls fimld. A group.pf twenyy-seven (27) Japanese heavy bombe
flying at an altitude of about 15,000 fést oircled over the navy yard. A little
later about nine (9) planeés dropped bombs, moat of which fell in the bay immedia
ely to westward of Machina wharf. Another large gropp of about thentg=filve (25}
planes followed and oiroled over the navy yard. Opened fire with A.,A. Battery.
A small gropp of about nine (9) followed by another group of about the same num-
ber flew directly over the ships moored to Central wharf, Ceased firing. Bombs
from these two groups straddled this ship.. No .direet hits were made. made all
preparations for getting underway, OUpened.fire with A.A. Battery. .Another group
of planes then bombed the navy yard nsar-by. Ceased firing. lLarge fires wers.
started on the barges and buildings,1l5 to 50 yards to starboard of this ahip.
ship got undsrway under its own power immediately, after the fourth attaok, Line
were out and ship cast off, outting all lides to the dock, using boiler #3, stee
ed from aft and conned from forward. As a result of the bombings, two fires wer
started; one on the forecastle deck amongst supplies there and the other oh the.
galley deck house in the viocinity of #3 50 caliber machine gun., Both fires were
put out promptly causing no eppreciable damage. All damage to the ship and cas-
ualties to personnel were :as a .result of fragaments and.gplinters. The follow ing
is the easualty list in.sq faries it ia known: Killed. -ASEING, CARL BLAKE, 356

11'23; ¥:C.30, USN. BORENSEN, JAMES KENNITH, 368 46 11, S.C,30, uSN(Reported kill-

ed while-oarrying wouaded -persons to dispensary in:yard). 7ounded:

Lieutendds: (¢gy:-Bdnry’ F, (WURFEIND, USN - Transferred to U,S.Naval Hospital,Canac
#neign #,P., FISCHER, USN - Lacerations, abdomen,

Lieutenant T.A,  HILGER, uSN - .Lhcerations, Back. Buttooks. Arm,
xnelgn L,S. SULKIS, uSNR -~ Laceration penetrating right ankle.
BELK, R.H., F.lo, uSN - Laceration, leg. .

DAVIS, H.R,, S.M.30, OSN - Laceration, leg.

PEPPERS, C.G., 8.C.3c, USN = Laoceration, Bhigh.. .,

2ETLPR, J.H., T.M.2c, USN - Laceration, Frorehead.

JOHNSON, Burlen G., G.M.20, USN - Iransferred to Naval Hospital, Canacao, P.l.
BRENDLE, nenry r., M.M.20, USN .- " " " . @ n

FO.

ELLIS, GGerald Jo, GQM.3°. US.N - ‘q r“ " " n n
TRUELOVE, David M., F.lc, USN - n L n n n n
DmOND, Cl&.rk ?!.Jl‘., ",OH.IQ USN - " . " a a L L]
: -~ " n n [] 1] "
b " " n 1) , n

Approved: : Examined: -

. Bo [ ) POUND. ’ R.‘{o G (N ]
Lieutenant Commander, U,S. Navy, Lieutenant.
Commanding. - ’ 0. 8. X., Xewifstor.

thhnluﬁbununviﬁﬂﬂmuuptnbg.unlndhn-mwi#hﬁbﬂthnuwuﬂ o—tete
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ADDITIONAL SHEET
7. 5. 8. _PILLSBURY. {227} Wiednesday Dats._.December 10, s_41
12-16({continued)

O2ZMENT, asndrew F., C.G.M.(4AA), USN - Transferred to U,S.Naval Hospital, Canacao, R,I.
BUEHLER, Otto F., R.M.30, USN - " " " L) L "
ENOS, Lawrence, C.M.M.(AA), USN - " " " u " "
During the time the ship was alongside the doock various of PILLSBURY'S persoanel
agsgisted the PEARY in fighting fires on board. that vessel and removing wounded fr

¢ doock, a8 & result of which, asome of PILLSBURY'S orew wera not on board when tHe
ship cleared the dock, The following named men are still unaccounted for:
BISHOP, JOBN J., Sea.lc, USN PAYTON, Walter C.,, Sea.lc, USN
BRICKLEY, Roy L., F.lo, USN FRATT, Lyman %., F.le¢, USN
FETKO, Joseph, Sea.2¢, USN ROSS, Robert A., S.M.3c, USN
BRARPER, Paul B., F.2¢, USN WELCH, Bradford D,, S.M.2¢, USN
MOVILLA, Baltazar, 0.C.3c¢, USN WISE, Charles R,, Sea.le¢, USN
PARSONS, Charles H.,, Sea.lc, USN )

The following was the material damage: (a) Fuel oll tank A-210 was punctured above
the waterline. This hole 18 very small and the leak has been stopped, (b) Jagge
hole made in the forward engineroom is taking some water byt in an amount easily
controllable. (o)} The atarboerd guy to the foremast was severed. (d) In the fir
rooms there is a shrapnel hole in the overhead between frames 64-65 and one fual
oll service pump in No.l fireroom was demaged, but not beyond repair. (e) Ice
machine damaged. (f) Rivets knocked out at frames 64-65; 70-91 port side, about
six (6) feet above the waterline, (g) Torpedo tube no. 3 pierced by a fragament
which embedded itself in the after body of the torpedo, 1tself, causing its dest-
ruction. ‘'here was no apparent damage to the other eleven (lls torpedoes and tubes.
{h} Gun director training wheel gears damaged. (i) Onme thirty (30) caliber machi
gun stand was plerced by fragements. (J) Numerous other holes waere made in the siin
of the ship above the waterline in the upper structures, stack, etc. 1330 Anchor
south end of Manila Bay in three (3) fathoms of water with 15 fathoms of ohain to
the starboard anchor. 1530 Lighted fires under boiler #4., Made all praeparations
for getting underway. - S

E. GANDIA,

6 Lieutenant (jg), U.S. Navy.
16-20:
*  Anchored as before. 1600 underway on various courses at various speeds

shifting anchorage, Standard speed 15 knots({l76 rpm). Boilers #3 and #4 in use.
Captain at the conn, the nNavigator on the bridge, with steering aft, 1630 Anchors
in ¥anila Bay in 58 fathoms of water with 20 fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor
on the following aschorage bearings: Sangley Point 291°(T), Right radio tower 273P
(T), Buoy #2 305°(T). Anti-aircraft battery fully manned. Full head of steam to

throttle. Ship in meterial condition of readiness AFIRM. . A
\S.F.
T.A. HILG
Lieutenant (J)g¥, U.S. Navy,

20-24:
Anchored as before. Boilers #3 and #4 in use, with full head of steam to
throttle. Antieairorart battery fully manned, ship in material condition of readihess

=

AFIRM, W é
R.W. ﬁmmg ‘"
Lieutenant, U,..S. Navy, .
Approved: ———“—.cﬁ\o‘._g_ Bxamiood: -
H.C. POUND, R.W. GERMANY, Jr.,
Lieutenant Commander, U.S, Navy, Lieutenant, U. 8. X., Navigator.
Commanding.

-0 (This pago to be sent to Burean of Navigation monthly with Log aheeots)
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TP LAV W 3.0y an
Narrative by: Commander H. H. Kelth, USI Film No. 114
Philinvine Invasion. Becorded: August 6, 1943
Bough transcript: Eatch 11-1:
Smooth " ¢ llosca

Lieutenant Porter:

This recording is being made by Commander Harry H. Keith, USH, in room
3450, Main Navy Building, Washington, D. C., August 6, 1943. Go ahead Comnarder
Keith.

Commander Keith:

The war came to us, me personally,. in the Philippineg about 4:20 cr 5:00
o'clock Monday morning, the 8th. Our shin at that time was undergoing overhaul
at the Cavite Navy Yard—the USS PEARY. All of the officers whose ghirs were
in the Navy Yard under overhaul, practically all the commanding officers,
were living at the Army-Navy Club in Manila due to the lack of any shore living
facilities in Cavite, and the overhsul making 1t impossille to live oz boari.
All of us were called by televhone, the announcement being merely by the
Philipnine Operator, "Jar has been declared," and she hung up to call sozeone
else.

We all gather in the lodby of the Aray-llavy JTlub immediately, greobed taxie
and started bacic to Cavite. All work immediately was doubled in attemmt to
get the sliips together in condition to sall. My skip, unfortunately, was so
far to pleces, so far under overkanl, thet at the time of tkhe bombirg on the
10tk it was still unable to ralse steam or to get underway.

Due to the repelr work in tze Wardroom and so forth, we were having lurch
on the forecastle. I recall very well that last lunch there. %e were just
finishing it when the air raid sirens sounded. It so happened that I had
several things scheduled for my crew ur in the Yard at ebout 1:00 ofcslock. A
large number were being inoculated for yellow fever, getting the rest of their
shots, getting thelr victures texen for tkeir 1dentificatlon tags. The snin's
office haé been established in the Javy in a temdorary dullding, g1l tire shidn's
records and so forth Yelng tkere. Wken the air raid eiren sounded, 2 zreat
nunber of the créw who had already left the ship for these verious meetings ané
various assignments returned. A great pumber took refuge, I belleve, some
vlace in tke Yard. The squadron or the formation of bombers cmme in over lienilla
Bay in their normal "V's" of nine to a "V*, They circled more or lesa over
the city and swung out toward the Army alr Tieid, sevarated, and, I Delieve
gome of the formation went on to bomh Nichols Fleld while the rest of ¢the form-
ation came in out of the sun over the lHavy Yard.

The first flight dropved their honbs Just at the lower edge of the Yard
near lachina whar? where the USS QTS and other siiws were tied un. 0f this
first salve, the msjority, as I saw it from my rosition at a whar® a little
further up in the Yerd, dropped clear, well out into the water. It was very
easy by sighting the point of the "V!, the way ther were coming in, to foretell
arproxinately where the bombs were going to land, as far as deflection wes
concerned. The second group of nirve crme in and Yy sightiag that "V" I gaid
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to myself, although they would come close th~t I 8till had little danger of
ny ship versonally. And thnt was true. They did get the lower end of the
Yard, Receiving Station, part of the Suprly Department, buildings of that
nature, but still did not venetrate up into the Yard where my chip wae lying.
The third group though wae dead on. I remenmber remarking that they wvere on
in range and deflection and the only thing that could possibly save us were
shorts and overs.

Unfortunately, I took one direct hit on the foremast. It was a frag-
mentation bonb and an instaneous fuse. Broke Just about the searchlight, the
overhead of the bridge on the foremast. The fact that it was an instanecus
fuse is what resulted in large personnel casualties because breaking that
light it eprayed the entire ship. It wiped out everyone on the fire control
tower, mogt of the people on the galley deck house that were manning the
S0 cal. machine guns and even got necple as far back as the after deci house.
At the same time, the repelr parties whose normal station was in the galley
passageways where they bkad some protection from the overhead, the guns directly
overhead. The fragments from this bomd sprayed througk the galley passage—
ways and got a great nunber of the renair verty personmnel.

I've thought since, due to the lack of experience at the first tine
anything like thet happened, that if I was ever in that wosition agair where
I was bYeing bombed dy high level bombers on a chip tkat was unable to nmove,
the only »rotection 50 cal. machine gun, it was impossihle to reach tihem for
lack of range, that the proper thing to do would have Yeen to clear all the
versonnel off topside and tell them to seerx protection below. At that tize
why we naturally had all guns menned end were on the lookout for any dive
bombers or strafing attacks which we had Deen given to understand we cculd
expect. After the bomb hit on the PIARY, I obtserved little or nore of the
resulting bomoing of the Yard. The ship was on fire in several srots, partic-
ularly all forward arocund the bridge end ia the well deck, and some of thre
awnings, canvass and 8o fortk aft of the galley deck house. ‘e hné no power,
no pressure on the fire mains from the Yard. The first consideration wes
caring for the wounded. The stretcher drigades, a mumber of neonle I kad on
Yoard, it practicelly took the entirs crew to carry tie wounded ofi the shin
and up to the First Aid Dressing Stations in the Yard. After thet it was a
question of bucket “rigades to put out tke fires, Tre PILLSBURY, directly
across the wharf fron the PZARY, escared any direct hits although they did
have a few casualties from fragments of the bomb that struck the PUARY.

The PILLSSURY was also undergoing overhaul but was nearly completed. ‘he
was in a vwosition to get underway. They immediately started to back cleer
after the bombing. Frior to that she attezpted to lead = fire hose over to
control the fires on the PZARY, but wit: 211 the equipment off the sghip
having been stowed ashore under overhaul, trere was not enoug: hose readily
evallavle. It was inperative that the FIZLLSSURY get clear so she vroceeded
to back out.

Most of the destruction of the Yerd es I saw 1t frcm ny angle was from

the fire and not from the bombing. A direct result of the bomding, of course.
Hzd water nressure been avallagble, and =eovle ~veilable, I think tke destruction
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could have been largely controlled. I found later that one of the first
bombs was a direct hit on the power plant which put the entire power plant
out of commission resulting in the loss of water pressure on the fire nmains,
The Yerd was on fire in all directions wherever the bombs had struck, buraing
furiouely, everything being of tropical 1ight comstruction, light wooden
buildings packed in together as they were. The PEARY geemed to be little
demaged as far as regards her ultimate repair and so forth at that time.

The well deck was like o sieve from the fragments of thig bomd, neceseitated
vatching and 7lugging all the holes before it was vossidle to hold air pressure
in the forward fireroom, dbut there was no damage to the hull, she was not
taldng water any rlace and I thought the best thing to do was to stay put
and see what would happen nmext. But as the fires approached, the wooden
pier sterted to burn. Directly at the head of the dock was the acetylene
welding shop, the oxygen cylinders, acetylene ‘cylinders began to go up.
Directly across from the ship was the torpedo overhaul shop, the Yard Torpedo
overhaul shop. 4s that started to burn, the air flasks end the war heads
let go, vhich ir reality was worse than the bombing, because there were
sailing nieces of metal eight or ten feet in diameter up in the air end they
were showering the shiyp, 80 I lknew if there was any poesibility of saving the
shin, we could have to get clear before it burned. About, I chould say,

100 or 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon, one of the minesweepers that had been
out on patrol in the bay, came in, We meneged to get a line to her, but the
multitudinous number of air hoses, electric leads and so forth ingtant to

an Fevy Yard overhaul clear, cut the shin clear from the dock, the minesweeper
~ towed us out irto the middle of Canaceo Roads and we anchored the ship there.
Aoout 5:00 o'clock there was two more wounded cn the ship that hed not hed time
to get off nrior to pulling out into the stresm, so I borrowed & boat From
the minesweesper, took these two wounded and checked into Cannceo Eospital,

In expectation that the Japs would come back and would make an attacic very
shortly on the radio stations, they evacuated the Conacao Eospital which was
adjecent talking all the wounded to the Army Hospitel, Stermberg Hospital in
Manila. I was moved over to Sternberg, stayed there for a week gpmroximately,
During my stay ‘in the hosnital I heard snd wes vigited by Lieutenant Ierminghem
who had been ordered to command the FEARY while I wes in the hospital, Lieuternant
Iéraingham had been the Executive Officer of one of the other destroyers, finiehed
hig Asiatic crulse, had been detached 2nd was in Manile at that time, aweiting
transnortation to the United States. Ee was immediately aveiladle and was ordered
to command the PEARY,

When I came out of the hoewital I was ordered on the staff of Admiral Hert,
Materiel and Maintenance Officer. At that time, the Chief of Stoff and the
Cfficer who had been materiel officer and myself, started to investigate the
nossibilities of setting um a base in Java. I tosk over the duties of Material
Maintenance Officer, "ith the fscilities of the Cavite Xavy Yard comvletely
wiped ocut, the Job consisted in lining u the stores end supnly facilities
available in the Manila area. It was survrising the amount we accomplished, in

servicing the shivp just from that source.

It was alsc an interesting comnentary, doirg business in that manner at that
time vhen we were not bothered with any rater. A sudden chenge from the old
Navy standard.
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I'11 always rememder one of the high spots, when Admirs) Hart said that
he felt that it would be advisable to have two fast motor boate available to
visit the ships as they came into the Eerbor and alleviate the dangers of
those ships having to come in behind the breakwater. I heard that there were
two boats that might be suitable up the Pasig River about 10 miles, I got in
the car and drove up there and found two beautiful motor boats belong to an
0ld Spaniard. I told him I was very eorry but I had come for his boste. He
was quite willing and anything he could do to help would bYe perfectly alright,
I took a piece of scratch paper and vencil and wrote on it "received two motor
boats™ and signed my name, got in the river and came down in one of them, left
the crew to bring the other down. I would roughly estimate it wes in the
neighborhood of forty or fifty thousand dollers worth of motor boats, but thet
was the way we were doing business and we were getting things accomolished,

On the morning of the 24th of December, at the ten o'clock conference,
Adnirel Hart announced that we were sbandonirg Menila, that he had decided %o
go south to Java. Arrangenments had been made for all the Staff to &0 with him,
but due to the loss of two or three FEY's that day, due to Japr strafing,
trensmortation for the Staff wes necessarily limited. Those who could not ve
acamodated in the one aveilable PBY and the ome or two submarines that were

evailable were to go out. to Corregidor or Bataan ané weit for further tranepor-
tation or wait for develowments.

It eo haprened that just rrior to tais time the illavy hed taien over g
two-nzeted schooner, the LANAXAY whick was there at that time in Yanilas Zay,
The flag secretary, then Commender O'Dare snd mveelf, I guese it was 2z soint
1dea, decided that it would be a worttwhile venture to attemnt to go out on
the JATAKAT, We talked it over thet night. Chrigtmas day, in the morning,
we met in the office at seven o'clock, all to say more or less "Good byel.
We broached the subject to Admirsl Hart. I'll never forget how the gentleman's
eves feirly sparkled when he said that if we made it we'd have a wonderful trin
and that he wished he could go with we. Ee t0ld us to go ehead after, of course,
getting Admiral Rockwell's mermisesion.

4All hands moved out to Cérregidor and Batsen that dey. We had several
things to do out there, lining u e possible crew and so forth, loading stores
and supplies. The worst thing was finding some green naint to camouflage this
beautiful snowwhite yacht or schooner. We loaded oll available radio ecquipnent
on the schooner, which consisted of two complete sending and receiving statiors
or sets. The crew we took in addition to the Fhilipoine crew that was alrepdy
on the ship consisted practicelly entirely of Chief Rediomen. We lmew they
woulé be of value down in Java.

On the night of the 27th, ap I recall, all arrangements having been made,
the schooner camouflaged after o fashion right after dusk we elinped through
the mine fields and headed south. The trip down was surnrisingly without
incident. We sailed at night and rractically beached the schooner at dawn
every morning underneath the overhanging nalm trees in the Jungles and the first
two or three days out, during the daytime, rlene vatrols were over us severasl
times, Dut I don't believe we were ever sighted.



With the limited smeed and only traveling at night, it took us twenty-
eight days to make Soerabaja. Ye made the headguarters in Soeravaja, checked
in there and most of the neople on board were assigned to other jobe.

I went back on the Staff, Assistant Materiel Officer, assigned to Soerabajla
Navy Yard until the bomdbing of the MAHBLEHTAD and BOUSTCM. Those two ships
after the bombing put into TJjilatjap on the south coest of Java. I was sent
down there at that time to see what I could do atout making voyage or other
necessary repairs on these shivs. The repairs to the MAHSBLEHEAD and also, more
or lees the ROUSTOL, heve been written un many times. There is no use going
into that. I might just comment on the way we had to do business there. I'll
mention one interesting itenm,

This hole in the deck of the HCUSICH, as A result of a bomb hit, was about
€ 2 10 feet. It had been originally vlanned to just put a wooden canvass patch
over it but cutting beck the wooden deciz they found that the metal underneesth
wes sound. They figured 1f they could get a steel plate the right size, they
could slap it on the hole, weld it all around and make a vermanent Job. I lmew
vhere some plete was avallable avout three or four miles out in the jungle, so
I drove out there and asked if they would send one of these plates down to the
ACUSTCH immediately. They said that it would start within ten mirutes. Un-
fortunately, tlhe only plate avallable was helf irck plate which weighs around
80 1bs. per squore foot, 8o it made a sizable load. :

As I stopped by the HOUSTCY that noon, this order having been tlaced early
in the morning, they were very much ur in the air because their plate hadn't
arrived, 1 started bdack out into the jungle, got about half way, and found
the plate was actually on the way. It had started ten minutes after I ordered
it, but it was on the backs of anywhere between £0 or 100 notives. They had
get it down to rest about tihen, but it wae on the way ard it finally arrived
that night. But that was the only way, I'll gdmit, I thought ttat wes the only
way, tkat tiie plate cculd have gotten down to tke ETUSTCI, as there were no
other facilities available. '

I stayed in TMlatluz from then on until firal evecuation of Jeva. More
and more of our ships were being based there. The last week was most hectic
becausa there wes a gereral rush of civilien nopuletion to get out of Java.
The Americar congul's wife, and the American consul himself later, two days
later; a lerge mumber of Pritish women and childrer, some of them who had
escaped from Singapore; worked their wey over throngh Sumatra down into Java
and were trying to leave tkrough Tjilatlap, it Yeing the only port oven. e
had a great numver of Dutch, Britisr end eome American merchaat shiwg ia, very
few of them with passenger accommodstioas. Cf course, there were no living
accommodations in the town Tjilatjap for this number of peonle awnritiag trans-
vortation, but by some means we managed to pile practically everybody on board
gome ghip, The last day, we at Tjilatjan received a call about 10:30 in the
morzing thnt tliey were finally abandoning Jave.

The Staff was on the weay down from B-ndoeng. We had orders to sail all
of our surface ships that were avalladle and presect at Tjilatjap with ell the
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versonnel we had there on “oard and all tine gea> there and sall them seith.
Adriral Glassford and tie Sta’s drove dewn from Sandoeszg arrivizg anywhere
between six o'clock ond nmidnight that night. They had ordercd all *he avail-
able PET's and submarines in to teite care of this evacurtion and either that
night or early the next morning we got nractically all lkands, we did get all
hands that were available tnere, on board and ssiled. The wounded from tre
BECUSTO!! and the MAFGLEHZAD were in a hespital inland aways. We told tkem to
nroceed to TJiletjep., I walted in TJilatlap with Captain ‘fagrer, now Admirsl
Wagner, ir the last F3Y 'til1 practically nocn of tze next day, checidng ixzto
the railroed station and all roads to see if they had arrived. Finally, iz
degperation we hac to leave on the last tlane ti:at was available at that tize.
Luckily the wounded with Dator Wassel in chorge did get down and adoari a
Dutch freighter and made the trir to Australia sa”ely. From the crec: that was
.made right after we arrived in Australis, I understanc that there was oriy
one American llaval man left in Jave. All otiers got out.

I made tie flig:t from Seva to "xmouth Guif, 2rom there %o Terth. Ye
set up tae first overatiag “ase, witz sup-lies avallatle in Pert: azd from
ten on it was a different 1life.

b T I e R il
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'EEITH Ha.ri'y H. -CAPT | 058075 USN (RET)

Fu'st Endorsement on Request for Recons:.dera.tlon of
Awards by Capt Harry H. Keith, 058075, USN, (RET) 1ltr
of 9 Oct 1956. '

| WARDED: LEGION OF MERIT (with Combat VW) - BdDec&&ied
End (above) of 19 Nov 1956 Ser 980 AppSecNav 2/5/ 57

"For heroic services as Commanding Off:.cer of the U S S
PEARY in action aga.mst an enemy of the United States on -
10 December 1941. ‘ihen the Cavite Maval Station wag
tambed on 10 December 1941, the PEARY, whiich at the t'l ime

d'f_;_;eglgogeg to ;cge ;_mc,c uggiergog.ng overnal.l, rece:.ved a

X }] ) —
ments from gﬁie %omgrgiﬂ owe regst hgbgvgnfnilffﬁ_ggeézsé ?.g
men and wounding many more, including Captain (then ,
Lieutenant Conmander) Keith, and set.many fires.:- Capt -
Keith, though wounded, reta.:l.ned active command. He '
supervised the. removal of the wounded .to the Yard. D‘:j.‘s-
pensary, and,.the ship being without. power, . orga.m.zed
bucket brlgades and brought the fires under comtrol.-
Later, when the: wooden pier to which the ship was moomd :
began to burn and the ship was being showered with: debrz.s,
resulting from.the explod.ing war heads and air fla.sks in
the near-by burning torpedo- overhaul ship, Ca.pta:l.n .Ke:.th
re jected arrangements for a.bandonlng ‘8hip. With gree.t |
presence.of .mind he had the mooring lines cast off which
allowed the ‘ship. to drift clear of the pier ‘where 11; Was
_picked up by a.nather vessel and towed out -of cla.nger.
‘Capt Keitk was then hospitalized for his wounds. His
preserce of mind and devoticn to duty saved the PEA.RI. for
J.ur't"ﬂr service and was in keeping with the h:.ghest ool
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(Mar. 1559
UNITED STATES SHIP __FEARY (DD226) We(g.:)esdp:x ](.3:31 Doceg::, 19 &
20NE DEscripTion MlNUS=8 REMARKS

0 to 4

Moored starboard side to Central Wharf, Cavite, P.I. with six (6)
Menila lines. Receiving all .gservices from the wharf. 1In company with
various units of the U,.S. Asiatic Fleet and various yard and. district
craft. Commanding officer U.S.S. PEARY SOPA. 0125 Air rmid alarm, manned
anti-aireraft battery. 0218 Secured from air raid stations. 0245 Air raid
alarm, manned anti-aircraft battery.

Q@maip D-V(G), U.S.N.R.

4 to 8

Moored as before. 0610 Secured from air raid stations. Transferred
following men to duty indicated: GLOVER, William L.,Jr., 274-47-11, SeaZ2c,
to U.S.S. HOLLAND,and FOURNET, G.J.,Jr., 360-32-30, Sea 2¢, to PatrolVing 10.

QWI.
.H. '} Bnaj.@ D“v(G). UCS.R.R.

8 to 12
Moored as before. 0800 Mustered orew on stations, no absentees.
0945 U,.S.S. OTIS stood in and moored to end of Machina Wharf; commanding

officer U.3.8. OTIS SOPA.
.H. [l mai@ D'V(G), UoSaNoRo
12 to 18

Moored as before. 1230 Quarters for muster., 1240 Alr raid alarm,
manned anti-eireraft battery. About 1250 sighted approrimately thirty (30)
two engine bombers over Menila Bay flying south at an altitude of around
20,000 feat. A hot fire was opened on them from ship and shore batteries.
About 1300 sighted approximately thirty-five (35) two engine enemy bombers
flying westerly over Sangley Point at around 20,000 feet. One plane of
undetermined type crashed at the héad of Bacoor Bay. All ship and shore
batteries maintained a heavy anti-airoraft fire. Two planes were observed
to be in distress and left enemy formation. About 1315 nine (94 enemy
bombers from the west in a "V" formation and at an altitude of around 20,000
feet passed overhead and dropped bombs most of whioh apparantly fell in
Baooor Bay to the south of the Navy Yard. One "six-eighty" boat was des-
troyed. About 1320 U.S.S. ISABELL got underway and stood out of Bacoor Bay.
About 1330 nine (9) enemy bombers in "V" formation and also around 20,000
Teet flew over and dropped bombs which fell across the south-east end of

the Navy Yard hitting the Receiving Stetion and rupturing a steam line on
the end of Machina Wharf. About 1345 the U.S.S. OTIS got underway apd stood
out.At about 1350 a smillar formation of enemy bombers flew overhead at
around 20,000 feet and dropped bombs which again fell across the south-east
end of the yeard making a direct hit on the mast of the U.S.S. PRARY, killing
or wounding almost everyone con the fire-control platform, bridge, and star-
board passageway thro “The galley deck house. A severe fire was started
on the after starboard side of the well deck and in the starboard passageway.
The bomb contained scrap-metal, rook, and incendiary materiel. Most of the
wounded were immediately -teken to the yard dispensary. In this attack e bomb,
or bomba, hit.the buildinge ecross the ship to the north-east of the PEARY.
By this time much of the Navy Yard was in flames and e heavy smoke pall ob-
scursd the sky. As there was no water pressure on U.S.S. PEARY's fire main,
the U.S.S. PILLSBURY, moored across the wharf, was obliged to aid PEARY by
use of a fire hose; the fire was extinguished on board the PRARY in asbout
five (5) minutes. At about 1355 the U.S.S. TANAGER, the U.S.S. PILLSBURY,
and the army ferry Gemeral John Mc E Hyde got underway from the Ravy Yerd,
About 1400 a fourth formation of mine (9) enemy bombers flew over t he yard

Q’?n‘;.

Approved:; . Examined: 7» ..
-”7 M. M, éOIVISTO

M. M, KOIVISTO
Lieutenant, T.S.N., Commending. Lieutenant,

. 8. X., Nevigater.

(Original (ribhan canv nf thia marve 8n hn nams 4n TTecoance A AVecTaarte
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from westerly at approximately 20,000 feet and dropped bombs which apparant.-
1y fell in the center of the yard. The fire from ship and shore batteries
wag very weak in this attack. At about 1445 the U.S.3. PEARY was taken in
tow by the U.S.S. WHIPPORWILL. 1545 Moored to buoy in Manila Bay approxi-
mately one (1) mile north~east of the Navy Yard, cavite, U.S.S. WHIPPORWILL
moored starboard side to port side U.S.S. PEARY. The following are the dead
found on board: THROCKMORTON, Lester Lee, 372-11-95, FC30;_TODD, Ceoil Leon,
356-23-58, SK30; KERR, James 385-66-27 QMlo; RUSSO, Albert, 201-79-05, Sealc; mL
GASHAW, Jamee "K", 262-86-32, Sealc; LEWIS, Clifford Alton,  256=32-54 Cox;
HIN TON, Carson Jinks, 287-25-31, Cox; GEORGE, Ray Patrick, 385-85-43, SeaZc. (Coms
The following officers were wounded and taken ashore: Lieut. Commnder H.H.
EEITH, Cormanding, U.S.S. PRARY; Lieutenant Albert Bugene GATES, Jr., U.S.N.;
Lieutenant (jg) Donald W, HAMILTON, Jr. U.S.N:; Ensign Calvin S. GEORGE,
U.S.N., and Ep8. Ensign John H. PATTERSON, U.S.N.R. The following unwounded men Pt
are aboard: CROW, R.H,, CBM; TRIPODI, B.L., BM2o; HEATH, F.E., Sealc; SOLO- i
MON, B., Seale; PRPICH, J., Sealoc; GATEWOOD, W.R., Sealo; HALL,R.C., Sealec;
FLANTE, R.P., Sealo; QUINN,W.V., Sealc; ALLEN,W.L., Sealo; SPATA,IJ., Sea2o0;
FULLER, R.J., Sea2c; PEEBLES,J.E., Sea2c; GLOVER,F.A., SeaZo; SMITH,W.Lee,Sea2¢c;
SMITH,W. Laence, Sea2c; POLAND, E.R., Sea2c, CHAPMAN ,R.F., GM3c; FRIEDRICESEN,
A.A., OM3c; GRAY,A.H., TMloc; FERO, J.M., TM2c; PARTCH, A.H., TM2c; RUDZ,M.D.,
TM30; EEENER, R.E., CMlo; WIDICK, D.B., SF3¢; REYES,P., MATT1lc; M KAIG, T.0.,Y3c
GRORAU, H.G., SF3c; BUCKLEY,C.L., MSmthle;. BALGOS, G.V., 0Cla; VIELGO, B, ,0C3¢c;
HARRIS, F.R.,QMlo; SHOFNER,W., SM3o; ARMSTRONG,R.B., BMkr2c; KJOLEEDE, G.M.,
BMicrle; MC GINNIS, J.D.,SC3c¢; ADERS,F.C., SC30; DEATRICE,R.L.,CCStd(PA); ROONEY,
G.W., CRM; EKING,R.J., RM2c; HOWARD,0.E., RMZ2¢; COSEY, V.J., RM2c; BRANCH,R.F.
@BM; SIEGEL, J.J. EM20; GRYMAN,G.A., F3c; JORDAN, J.A., F3c; STETHENS, G.L.,F:'Sc;
0*TYSON,D.C.,F2¢; SCEULER,M.N.,F20; PALERMO,U.M.,F2¢; M NALL,D.A., F2c; ASHMAN,
S., Fle; ANDREWS,J.B., Flc; BAUER,L.A., Flo; BAKER, U.D,, Plc; FOSTER,J.W,,Flo;
MINNECI, C., Flo; NORRIS, J., Flo; PEARS(N,R.B., Flo; PIKE, J.E., CIM; KAPPES,
J.M,, Wo; FATR, J.H.,MMlc; WHITE,R.D., MM2c; SCHULER, N.F., MM2c¢; CARTER,D.C.,
MM20; BOUDREAUY, C.C., MM20; HONTER,R.T., MM20; FRAYER, C.H.,MM20; TRUMBO,L.R., [Pm/
MM20; SKROCH, Aibart, Wrle; MATHEWS,F.C., WILc; LA BRIE, ¥m.C., WF20; DAY S.0.,

WP20; PARLEY,L.T.,¥T20; POLEEMUS,W., F30; ROTH, Louis, Sealc. The follawing

offic ers are on board (unwonnde&): Lieutenant Martin Mathew KOIVISTO, U.S.N.,
Lieutenant ( jg} Arthur Leonard GUSTAPSON,U.S.N.; Ensign Philip Michael JOYCE,
U.S.K.R. The follwoing are the known wounded: GREEN, B.E., Sealoe; SELMAN, W.H.,
Sealc; TINKHAM,A.W., Seelo; BUTLER,F.E.,CMM; HASTINGS, E.W., CPhM; HERIO,ALE.,
CTM: HALL, A.D.,MMlc; PELTIER,W.N.,Jr.,F3c; WINIG,C.A. »FCleo; TAGAVILIA,S. MATT1e,|
F-4-D; MG CAULLA, H.F., GM2o; GROGG,W.D.,SM2¢; ALCORN,V.E., SM3c; FOSMO0, 0. ,QM3¢; ﬂ’@L
BRANDT,T.,Jr.,Cox; BIRKS,W.R.,Sealc; WARREN,C.L.,SK30; PINGNO,L.M,, Seaic; CREEL,
E.E.,Jr., QM2c; SANTON, H.M.,Sealo; GRISWOLD,V.H.,Sealc; CLAMOR,E.P,,0f£Std le;
DE FUENTES,S.L., MMle; QUINAUX, K.E.,Sealc; KENNAUGH,G.T.,GMlo. The follawing
mep ere missing: STRANATHAN,D.C.,CMM: RICH,B.B.,F3c; .MAC NAUGHTON,D. M. ,CY;
GROSVENOR,R.C.,Sealc; FLATT,P.F., Sealo; TINSLEY,J.,Jr.,TM20c; DUKE,M.E.,BM2c;
‘DOUGA,J.,¥Tle; SOLLIS,M.B.F.,Sealo; FLUMER,F.B.,Sealc; SPURL(CCK,G.H.,Jr.,Sealc;
RANDOL ,¥.M., Seals; GIONCARDI,R.J.,SC3c; GEORGE,P.F.,F2c. -

P'.M.Mnnsign D-V(G),U.S.N.R.

16 to 20
Moored as before. 1630 Received rations and water from U.S.S. WHIPPOR~

VILL. 1730 U.S.S. WHIPFORWILL got underway from alongside. 1730 Lt.Comdr.
E.H., KEITH was transferred to Mavel Hospital; Lieut. M.M. KO0IVISTO, U.S.N.

assumed command,

ol M,
P.M. 0 E, Ensign, D-V(G).U.S-N.Ro
20 to 24
Moored as before.
-Mo 0 E' Ensisn, D-V(G),U.S.N.R.
* Examined; . . - ‘e
M.M. KOIVISTO M. M. KOIVISTO .
Lieutenant, U.S.N.,Commanding. Lieutenant, 7.x x., ¥avigasor.

18—10018 (This pago to be sent to Buroau of Navigation monthly with Log sheets)
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I’ -
UNITED STATES'SHIP PEARY (DD226) -~ Thureday Lith December 1941
= T . Bayy - i _ (Month)
20NE DéCRIﬁION; . - RE MARKS
0 to 4

Moored to Buoy, Canacao Bay, P.I. Made repairs to ship and prepared
engineering plant for use. Various units of U.S. Asiatic Fleet preseat,

NG gits

-'M,M. KOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U,S,N.

M.M. KOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U.S.N.

4 to 8 o
Moored as before_.

8 to 12 : :
Moored as before. 1035 Lieut. John M. Bermingham, U.S.N. reported

on board in accordance with Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet ‘orders dated
December 11, 1941, and assumed command of the U.S.S. PBARY.

M.M. KOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U.S,N.

A.L. ﬁéﬂ' g, Lieutenant (jg), U.S.R.
16 to 20

Moored as before. 1700 U.S.S. QUAIL moored alongside to starboard
and ocommenced furnishing steam. Lighted fires under boiler number 3. ‘1800

Commesnced furnishing own power. %‘ %J/
| ' ﬁ. Lieutenant{Jg), U.S.N.

12 to 16 .
Moored as before,

A.L. GUSTAFT

20 to 24
Moored as before.

75

* A.L. GUSTAFSON, Lieutenant (jg), U.S.N.

Approved: Examined: '7)’ lé . >
’g.u. mmc% " M,M, KOIVISTO

1ielténast,, ULS.Navy, Lieutenant , . s v, yeigater.
. Comman g . ‘
(Original (ribbon) copy. of this page-to ho sent to Burcau of Navigation montlily) — it
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UNITED STATES SHIP __ PEARY (DD226) Thuraday 25th December o4l
‘ D) (Dater SToniE) R
20NE DESCRIPTION _Minus 8 " . REMARKS
0 to 4.

Moored to buoy No.4, Manila Harbor; engines on standby status;

boilers #3 and #4 in use. |
G it
A.L. GUSTAFSQH, Lieutggant(js), U.S.N.

4 to 8. Moored as before. 0555 Undérway on various oourses and speeds Pro-~
ceeding to Sangley Polnt. 0855 Moored starboard side to Berth 4, Sangley

Point. 0700 Commsneed fueling. .
‘ q.x.f%;mmzm Lieutenant ( jg), U.S.N.

8 to 12, .

Moored as before. 0800 Mustered crew oh stations; absentees ncne.
0835 Completed Tueling ship. Indefinite number of offioers and men embarked
for passage %o -Corregidor. 0840 Underway on various courses and speeds stande
ing out of Canacao Bay, and prooeeding to Corregidor. 1005 Laying to off

Corregldor; disembarked passengers. J
q?.g./msmrsg, Lieutenant (Jg), U.S.N.
12 to 16. .

“Laying- to- of£<Gorregidor as before. 1227 Alr alerm. 1310 All
elear. ‘1830 Alr-alermw—1520 All olear.

) PcM- M;sn. D‘V(G)’ U.S.N-R.
16 to 20.

Laying to off Corregidor as before. 168168 Underway on various courses
and speeds proveeding to Sangley Point., 1751 Moared starboard side to Berth A,
Sangley Point; engines on standby status. 1735 Commsnoced fueling, 1853 com-
pleted fueling. 1857 Underway on various courses and speeds standing out of
Canacao ‘Bay proceeding to Manila Harbor.

Coon.

P.M.(J0YCE, Enaign, D=-V(G), U.S.N.R.

20 to 24.

Steaming as before on various ocourses and speeds, stapdard speed .
15 knots proceeding to Manila Harbor. 2005 Mpored to Buoy No. 4, Manile
Harbor; placed engines on standby status., 2300 Observed Sangley Point, N.A.D.
Tavite, and Naval Hospital Canacao set off by demolition bombs. Received the
following men aboard for duty from the Sixteenth Raval Distriot: BRONSON,
Clarence E., M¥20., U.S.N., DAVIS, Arthur W., 3521-86-38, Seals., U.S.N.,
RODGERS, Curtis, Sealo., U.S.N., KIRKBRIDE, L.B., SeaZc., U.5.N., BARNETT,
Robert Whitaker EM3e., U.S.N.

. ¢

M. M, KOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U.S.N.

Approved: . ' Examined: 777/7 M
Jﬁ anamo%, Jot W.7. CATLETT, Jr.,

Lieuteffantiy., U.S.Navy, Lieutenant, U. 8. ¥., Xavigator.
Commanding.

MNutcinal (rihhan) cane Af thia naoa tn ha carnt ba Disnaars nd Nonioatlan wmmbb ot
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UNITED-STATES SHIP _PEARY (DD228) Friday 28th December |, |94 |
z0NE pEscRiPTION _MiDUB 9 REMARKS
0 to 4.

Moored to buody No. 4, Manila Harbor, P.I. Boilers #1 and #2 in use;
engines on standby atatus. 77 P /.
M.M. KOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U.S.N.

4 to 8.

Moored as befora. 0545 Underwey on various coursed and speeds, stand-
ard gpeed 15'knots, standing out of Manila Harbor eénroute to Corregidor. 0600 T
Steadied on course 2520 p.s.e., gyro out of order. 0755 Changed course to 2320

P.8.C. LW/-»!- é x>

M.M. -EO0IVISTO,-Lieutenant,.U.S.N.

8 to 12.

Steaming as before on course 232° p.s.c., .speed 15 knots. 0800 Muster-
ed orew on statione; absentees none. 0807 Stopped .off Corregidor Island. 0815
Underway on various oourses and speeds off Corregidor Island. 1010 Air Alarm.
Five flighta of enemy planes active ov%ua?r]ivel - Manila Bay Area.

M.M. KOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U.S.N.

12 to 18.

Underway as before off Corregidor. 1300 attacked by six flights of
enemy high level bombers, nine (9) planes in each flight. The plenes were at an
altitude of about 10,000 or 12,000 feet. Upon the conclusien of one attack, the
succeeding attack was started. Abrupt ohanges of apeed and course were used to
avolid the bombs. Visibility was very poor, especielly in the direotion of the
sun. The fire of the -.50 celiber and .30 caliber machine guns was ineffective
due to the altitude of the planes. The bombing was fairly acourate, some of the
bombs falling as olose as twenty '(20) yards from the bow and stern. 1430 Attackjy
censed and -ship was headed toward enchorage off Corregidor. There were no
personnel oasualties. The main steam line in the steering engine room and the
radieo antenna was cut by bomb fragmenta.z’

.77
M.M. EOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U.S.N,

16 to 20.

Underway as before off Corregidor. 1808 Air Alarm. 1830 All olear.
Received the following passengers on board (no written orders), from the staff
of the Commander in Chief, U,S. Asiatic Fleet: GILLILAND, J.D., Ensign D=-V(G),
U.S.N.R. ; BIRST, W.B., Jr., Ensign 0-V(S), U.S.N.R.;'BOAZ, Harold B., 336-78-58,
CY(M), U.go“o, mG, 00011 SI’ 359-83-71. no.. U.SCN-;'; CAPPS, Elton, 580-52-31’
Rmo:. UOSIN.; DOE’ Earold O-, 237-46-29, mo-. UQSCNQ; SMSON, Pau H-,
243=34-43, RMlo.,U.S.N.; CORKERN, Willis 0., 274-31-35, RM2¢.,U.S.N.; and SHIELDS|,

Taylor J., RM2c., U.,S.N. %»f ﬁé . :

M. KOIVISTO, Lisutenant, U.S.N.
20 to 24, )

Underway as before off Corregidor. 2015 On various courses and speeda
entering mine field. 2100 Cleared mine field and steadied on course 2200T. &
P.8.c., Bpeed 20 knots; took departure from Manila with the verbal permission
of the Commapdant 16th Naval District, proceeding scuth. 2113 Changed cour se
to 170°T; increased slowly to 30 knots. 2141 Passed Fortune Island abeam to
starboard, distant 2 miles; changed course to 190°T and p.s.c. 2233 With Golo
Islandoabeam to starboard changed course to 246°T and p.s.c. 2300 Changed course
to 241°T and p.s.c, 2307 With Cape Calavite bearing 080, distant 3.2 miles, set

course 150°T, speed 30 knots. 2 .
}4’, W.J. CATLETT,Jr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

Approved: M Exemined: 2 2 M
M. BERMING , }4‘7 W.J. CATLETT, Jr.,

Lieutenant, U.S.Ravy, Lieutenant,

Commanding. U. 8. X., Novigator.
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NTEDY PEARY (DD226 Saturday 27th December 41
UNITED STATES SHIP ( ) T dhs hdl 192~
Z0NE DESOFII.I‘-;"I'ION Minus 9 o - REMARKS
0 to 4.

Steaming as before on course 150°T, 147° p.s.c., speed 30 knots;
Boilers 1,2,3, and 4 in use. 0108 Passed Apo Island 1light abeam to starboard,
distrant 15.5 miles. 0230 Passed Ambuleng Islamd, Mindoro, abeam to port, dis-
tant 5 miles; changed course to 154°T, 151° p.s.o.

- Walc , Jrsylieutenant, U.S.N.

4 to8 ’

Steaming as befare on course 154°7, 151° p.s.c., speed 30 knots.
0647 With Noges Islend, Panay, abeam to port, distant 5 miles, changed oouraé
to 130°T. 127° p.s.c. 0725 Slowed to 20 kmots.

W.-%!.ak fT, Jr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

8 to 18. . ) : ' . .
Steaming as before on course 130°T. 127° p.s.o., speed 20 knots.
0800 Mustered orew at General Quarters Stations; abaentees none. 0805 Vent

ahead to 25 knota. 0850 on mrm end speeds coasting off southwest
_comst of Negros. 1000 Entered ay, Negros. 1020 Sighted %
of five (5) enemy patrol planes headed north west, stood out of Camp . Bay
on various courses and speeds coasting southward. 1155 Laying to in 10 fathoms
Cove north of Deog Point, South West Negros, P.I.

Vﬁm’l%, §1:., Lieutenant, U.S.N.
12 to 16.. ...

LAying to in Cove north of Doog Polnt, West Negros, P.I. 1440 Observ-
ed flight of five (5) enemy planes moving ‘south east, over mountains, in clouds,

light rain falling. .

w.:a'i.éuwr'r,!gr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

18 to 20. . :
Laying to in Cove as before. 1806 Departed Daog Point, West Negros,

on course 198°T7,, 195° p.s.0., speed 22 knots for Bosilais Strait.
, w.;ch%,sxgr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

20 to 24.

Steaming as before on murse 198°T., 185 p.g.o0., at 22 knots. 2347
%ith Batorampan Point abeem to port, distent 8 miles, changed course to 190°r.,

1870 .p.s.c. ' q%@

w.J.” CATLETT, Jr.,-Lleutenant, U.S.N.

N
Approved: M Examined: /)}@ ]
M, BERMINGHAM, WiT 4 ca%,eari.,g’

Lieutenant, U.8. Navy Lieutenant,

Command ing. 0. 8. X., Navigator.

(Original (ribbon) copy of this pago to bo sont to Bureau of Navigation monthly) —
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Three of these Lockheed !Hudson'! patrol bombers of Australials air force mis-
took Peary for a Japanese | ight cruiser and attacked her when she was off the
Bangka Straits on December 28, 1941. Thelr attacks caused minor damage, des-
cribed In the ship's deck log, and personnel casualties: 1 killed, 2 wounded.
Character lstics of Australial’s early-model Hudsons (Mark IV'!s): twin 1,050-hp
Pratt & Whitney Wasp engines, maximum speed 260 mph, range 1,800 miles, wing-
span 65167, |ength ui!yn, Armament conslsted of four ,303-cal. machine guns,
2 rixed In the nose and 2 in the rear power turret, and 1,000 |/bs. of bombs.
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unda; 28th December 41
UNITED STATES SHIP __PEARY (DD226) Sunday 28 At 192~
ZONE usscﬁlnloﬁ_mﬂ_ﬁ REMARKS
0 to 4,

Steaming on oourse 190°T., 187° p.s.c., at speed 22 knots; Boilers #1
and #2 in use. 0046 With South tangent Baluk Baluk Island abeam changed oourse
to 180°T., 1768°p.s.c. 0050 Sibakel Islend abeait tg port reported as enemy heavy
oruigser. 0126 With East Bolod Island bearing 241°T, distent 9.5 miles, ohanged
course to 120°T., 0200 With South tangent Tatalan Is)}and been;gg*z70°T, digtant
3 miles, took departure for Banka Strait, oourge 145 T., 141° p.s.c.

D’aw.J. CATLETT, Jr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

4 to 8.
Steaming as before on course 145°T., 141° p.s.c., speed 22 knots. 0600
Slowed to 18 knots. ..

fu'ﬂ..‘l‘. CATLETT, Jr., Lieutenent, U.S.N,

8 to 12. )

Steaming as before on ocourse 145°T, 1410 p.s.c., speed 18 knots. 0800
Kustered orew at Gemeral Quarters Stations; absentees none. 0810 Changed course
to 185°T., 181° p.s.o. Went mhead to 25 knots. 0823 Changed course to lOSgT.,
191° p.s.c. Sighted patrol plane on pori beam. 0832 Changed course to 165 T.,
1619 p.s.c. 0B44 Changed course to 155°T,, 1510 p.s.c. 0855 Changed course to
180°T,, 1760 p.s.c. 0857 Changed course to 155°T., 151° p.s.c. 0905 Sighted PBY
on starboard beam, 0908-0953 Zigzaging slowly, base course 1559T.,

;777 ,
7&. %.7. CATLEIT,Ir., Lieutenent, U.S.N.

12 to 16,

Steamipg @8 before on course 155°T, 151° p.s.c., at 25 knots. 1200
Changed ecurse to 180°T and p.g.0., 176° p.s.c. 1320 Sighted Celebes Island
bearing 150°T, 1332 Slowed to 18 knots. 1420 Three .(3) additional ensmy patrol
pPlanes joined up with the shadowing plane previously sighted during morning. Ship
wag attacked by each in succession for the ensuing two (2) hours. Eaoh plane
dropped two (2) bombs estimated at SO0 pounds eaoch. There was no apparent ex-
rlosion as bombs hit water. Ship was maneuvered during attacks by speed and
ocourse changes. All the enemy planes at one time or amother broke off the attack
during the epproach to make another. The .50 and .30 caliber machine guns of the
PEARY were kept firing during eaoh attack., A few hits iWere observed on the planes
but were apparently ineffeotive. After two attacks by each plane but one, a twin
engine single wing torpedo plane was observed making an approach and attack on the
port bow at en altitude of fifty (50) feet and dropped two (2) torpedoes about 500
yards away. The ship was backed on the starboard engine and the torpedoes missed
ahead. About ten (10) eeoopds later, a second torpedo plane was sighted making an
attack on the port quarter, which dropped torpedoes from the same height and dis-
tance as the firast. The stern was swung clear and the torpedoes passed along the
starboard side about ten (10) yards off the ship. During the torpedo attacks,
one of the four heavy bombers approached from astern. Emergency full ahead was
rung up and the bomds dropped 100 yards astern. The torpedo plames fired strafing
bursts which atruck the stacks as they passed over but the planes were driven off

by the .50 and .30 caliber machine gung. .
7 s ;
jnw.:. CATIETT, Jr., Lieutenent, U.S.N.

16 to 20.

Steaming as before during eir attack. 1620 Attacking planes withirew
in a northeasterly direction. There were no personnel or material casuealties ex-
oept for the machine gun holeg in the steocks. 1645 Made landfall off Amurog Bay,
went ahead at 22 knots on 080°p.s.c., gyro not funotioning. 1743 entered pass
between Bunakeng Island and Tango Pisok, Celebes Island., 1800, Off Kina, three
Lockheed Hudson planes were sighted approaching from astern. One passed ahead and
orossed ship's oocurge from starboard to port. The ohallenge was made on ship's
signal searchlight but the planes did not reply. The markings were observed to
-be British., One of the planes astern approached in & glide bombing attack. The
anti-siforaft guns were brought to bear on plane and ship was maneuvered radioally.
The bomb landed 100 yards from port BYsam. As the ship heeled to hard rudder,
GREEN, Billy E., 316-69-12, Sealc., U.S.N., lost his balance at No. 4 .50 caliber

Approved v
PAY: L W.J. CATLETT,JT.
Lieutenant, U.S. ﬁavy, Lieutenant, ' '

U. 8. N., Navigator.

Commanding.

(Oriainnl fethhban) ennv af thie nade tA ha cant tn Biiraan Af Mauleadlnm amanshton



ADDITIONAL SHEET

7. 5. 8. PEARY. (Dhaz6) Date .Docemben 88 ... 19 41

16 to 20 (Continued).

toward Bunakeng Island, about one (1) mile away. No attempt at rescue was made
due to continued attacks. Bach plane made two glide attacks with a single 250
pound shrapnel bomb each time. All missed except the last which dropped about
ten (10) yards off port propellor guard. There were three personnel casualties
QUINAUX, Kenneth B., 250=37-84, Sealc., U.S.N., was instantlyikilled by shrapnel
on the fire control platform. RODGERS, M.B., SM3o., U.S.N.,"was wounded in left
heel by bomb splinter. DOE, H.D., 131=46-29, RMlc., U.S.N., suffered a cut be=-
side right eye. Material damage was as follows: Shell plating port side after
engine room plerced by & large piece of shrapnel; about twenty (20) pieces of
varying sizes pierced shell plating steering engine room, port side; wheel Topes
of bridge stedring control severed; wheel ropes to after steering control cut
but not devered; onme (1)} 4" ocartridge was plerced, set afire, and disposed of
overboard; three (3) depth -charges were pierced and thrown overboard; other
pleces of shrapnel caused minor material demage elsewhere such as to wiring,
piping, and after deck house structure. 1940 attacking plenes withdrew and
ship proceeded through Banke Straits. 1940 With Lembab Islend beering 225°T.,
distant 4 miles, took departure for Manipe Strait; .course 160°T, speed 22 knots
on port engine, starboard engine being disabled during attack; steering from
after steering station due to severed wheel ropes to bridgs steering control.

m

Al,,_vm. CATLETT,Jr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

20 to 24.

Steaming es before on course 180°T, speed 22 knots. 2000 Stopped on
various courses and speeds off Kema, Celebes Island. 2305 With Lembah south
channel bearing 340°, distant 10 miles, tock departure for Dofinge Bay,
Helmahera Island. Course 102°T., speed 22 knots on port engine.

\.m

ZA, W.J, CATLETT, Jr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

4 \ .
Approved: W 5_,' wﬂm Examined: ‘m ..
IM. BERMINGE{M, S, Ao

Lieviiténadtr U.S. Na Lieutenant 5. 8. X., Mavigator,
-ﬂanmanﬁing. S . S .

10—10018 (This page to bo sent to Bureau of Navigation monthly with Log sheeta)
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‘ PEARY (DD226 - da ot
UNITED STA1'F§ SHIP ( ) onday 29th December g4l
ZoNE DEscRIPTION Minus ©° . REMAF\‘KS
0 to 4.

Steaming as before on course 102°T., speed 22 knots on poart emglne.
Boilers 1, 2, 3, and 4 in use, 0105 With Tifore Island abeam to starboard,
distent 9 miles, changed course to 109° T, and took departure forMaitara Island.
0315 Sighted Maitara Island bearing 098°T. On various courses.and speeds en-
tering channel between Maitara and Tifore Islands from southy, Navigator oonning;
Port engine only in use; Captain ateering by Trick Wheel from after deck house.

W.J.EG%TLETT, ;;-S., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

4 to 8.

Piloting as before in Maitara - Tigdore Chamnel. 0500 Anchored and
moored to two p alm trees north east beach of Maitara Island in Latitude N CO-
45'; Longitude 1270-22' East. Secured main engines, all see details and watohes
secured; Camaflawged ship, stationed beach guard on ship and established

Camp Peary.
W.J’.;c%emenmt, U.S.N.

Moored as before. 0800 Mustered orew at quarters; absentees none.
0900 Ceptain and Assistant Resident Ternate exohanged calls.

W.J.%Agiﬁii'.! 4&% Lieutenent, U.S.N.
;g%ﬁ%, Jrég. Lieutenant, U.S.N.

16 to 20. ) )

Moored as before. 1700 VP Planes 27 and 7 landed. Commanding Officer
made report to Commender Patrol Wing 10." 2000 Held burial at sea for QUINAUX,
Kenneth Eugene 250-57-84, Sealo., U.S.N.

Wﬁ%ﬁ%utenmt, U.S.N.
w. Q.E CA:E]EEIT, Ji., Lieutenpant, U.S.N,

12 to 18.
" Mpored as before.

20 to 24.
Moored as before.

Approved: v .Examined: ?&,
JVM. BERMING w. (+] N

?
Lieuteflard;., U.S, Navy, Lieutenant,

COmme.nding . U. 8. X., Navigator.

(Original (ribbon) copy of this pago to bo sont to Bureau of Navigation monthly) — s



LIST OF OFFICERS
Attached to and on board of the U. 8, §.__FEARY (DD226) , commanded
Lieut-Comdr H.H. KEITH, and
by U. 8. N., during the period covered by this Log Book, with date of
reporting far duty, detachment, trandfer, or death, from Daqsmhar 1____ 1041, to _Dacemher %1 10 41
DRTACHED.
RAME. nANE. DATE SLBprenT i DUTIRA
H.H. XEITH, Lieut~Comdr 12-31-40 12-10-41  Commanding
7.M. BERMINGHAM, Lieutenant 12-11-41 | 1 commands
N KILLED | Bxecutive,
A.E. GATES, Jr., Lisutenant 2-1=-41 12-10-41 | Navigator, Damage|
Control, Landing
Force.
Executive,
MM, KOIVISTO, .. ... |Lieutenant 8=28=41 Nevigator, Damage.
Control, Landing
.IDI'.Q. _ALia.ut.l.‘
Education.
v Kavigator,
Hods CATLETT, I, | Lieutenant 12-18-41. Co _
' Engineer, Ass't
A=L. GUITAFSON, ______ !Lieutepapt (jg) | 9-3.39
Ship's Service,
Softball. ’
1210 As8't Engineer,
LD.Y. HAMILTON, Ir, Lieut{dg) . | B-28-41 | 12-10-41 (Stores —
R Ass't Education,
Boxing.
; Engineering,
Ro L.R. ;TOHNSQW 2 Ens Y D-V!Gl 2 EEB 12-19-41 Stor S
Communiocation,
M:.M.&-.. ....... ..EQQ.&.JD.‘.ILGJ.&Q&NB 4=13-41 12=00=4) Mﬂn&ﬂnnﬂ
W.B. HIRST, Jr., Bns,,C-V(S),USNR | 12-26-41 Asa't Commniocatich
Gunnery, Sail
C.S. GEORGE, Jr., Ensign 7-31 =41 12-10-41 5t bamage. 8*
Control, Rowing,
Comlispary.,
Ass't Gunnery
LE_’_.__M. JOYCE, Ens.,D=V(G 8-10-4) Agg! L
Comnigsary.
ML Dewes .
M.M. KOIVISTO,
Lisutenant, U.S.N.,

(This page to be sent to Burenn of Naviention monthlv with Tar ahaotae )















USS Peary (DD-226) in Worlid war 11

Repatriated Crewmembers

Correspondence in the Casualty Assistance Branch 1941-1945
file for the ship at Archives Il (Record Group 24) documents the
repatriation of the following Peary crewmembers. They were all
wounded on 12/10/41 and were probably still in a hospital when
Manila was captured later in the month.

Letter

Dated
BERIO, Alfred Edward 206-84~64 CTM 09/28/45
GRISWOLD, warren Hastings 381-36-44 Stc 09/25/45
GROGG, Willia Devon 291-55-15 SM2c 09/25/u5
PELTIER, William Nelson 223-74~-55 F3c¢ 10/04/u5
TINSLEY, John, Jr. 380-78-02 TM2c 09/25/45

* % X X X X Kk ¥ % N

GREEN, Billy Eugene 316=-69-12 Y3c - - -

This crewmember was blown overboard by a near miss while man-
ning a .50-cal. machine gun on the galley deckhouse during the air
attack on 12/28/41 (see the deck log entry for the 1600-2000
watch). I know from talking to him in 1999 that he was picked up by
a risherman and then spent the entire war as a P,O.¥. He stated
that he had worked at a mine in Japan, but he did not disclose
any other details.

Since I did not find any documentation on his repatriation
I must add that my |ist may not be complete.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
October, 2006



, LIST OF OFFICERS
Attached to and on board of the U. S.8..FEARY _(DD226) : , commanded
by Lieut-Comdr J, M: BERMINGEHAM | .8, N, during the period covered by this Log Book, with date of
reporting for duty, detachment, transfer, or death, fromJanwary 1 10 45 todepnary 31 1942

DETACHED.

Raum, . BANE. DATE e i oUTIZS.
J.M. BERMINGHAM Lieut-Comir 12-11-41 | _Commanaing
' Executive, ej
M.M., KOIVISTO Lieutenant - 8-28-41 Navigator, Demege
: ‘ Control, First
Lieutenant,
Education.
. Navigator,
WeJ. CATLETT, JT Lieutenant 12-18-41 Comminication, |
. Education.
o Gunnery,
AL, GUSTAFSON, Lieutenant 9 =3=-39 Enginearing o

Ass't Demage
Gontrol, Bassball
Softball, Swimm- [

) ' TSRR Engineer,

R.L.R. JORNSON, [Lie = | 12=19~-41 Stores,

W.B. EIRST, JTr.,0 1Ens.,D-V(G) USNR | 12-26-4) Ags't Communistion
: Commisa ‘

P.M. JOYCE, Ens.,D-V(G),USNR | B-10-41 Asg® et

Ass't Commuanicatibn

and Jound ta bo carpos ey
M. B s ‘Mo M. EKOIVISTO,
_ Lieut ~fomir.,U.S.N., Comig. Lieutenant, U.S.N.,
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UN'TEDSTATES SHIP PEARY (DD226) o S&t‘!_-l(!;g)a-y ] m,m,"Fanua.rym;m 19 ﬁ
20NE DESCRIPTION . Minus § RE M ARKS
0 to 40

.. time. . . WW ;l. .

" .CAPPS, Elton, 380-52-31, RMlc., U.S.N., ‘DOE, Harold B., 131-46-59, EMioc., U.S.N.
. STEVENSON;, Peul M., 243-34-43 RMLG., U.S.N., COREEZRN, Willis D., 274-31- 55
.RMl6., U.S.N., and sm.ns Taylor J., RM2¢.

: Anchored in- clarence Strait in 19 rathoms of water with 60 fathoms
of ohain out to atarboard anchor; No. 1 and & boilers in use; .Ship in confPi~

tion Two.
/o,'vi.:.

é"to.&.

Anchered as-Sefore. 0500 All department.s mede -preparations for
getting. 'undarmy. 0548 ‘Undefway on various sourses and speeds entering Port
Derwin. -;0755 Passed through” barrier.

CATLET?, Jr., Li#dtenant, U.S.N.

Zé,lw.;r.cgm'rr; Jr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

8 Zto .1g. T
Steaming as before, entering PortiBarwin. - 9300 Mustered crew at
quarters; absentees nons., O0B20 Anchored of £ Fetity Plier in-—Pert. Derwin. 0900
Underway. 0928 Anchored in Berth F-3 Port Darwin, in S. fathoms of water with
L5 fathoms of ohain out to starboard ancHor. O30 Seoured main engines. ﬁa
boiler steaming for auxiliary purposes. 1000 Set clocks aheed to Minus 1lobh-3ol

/qw..r. CATLETT, Jr., Lieutenant, U.S.N.

12 to 186, ,
Anchored as before. / g '
: ' A.L. Gusmxsé, Lieutenant {jg), .N.
16 to 20. - .
.Anchored as before. Dj//%
' CAE.L. Gus'mrsog, Lieutenant (Js) S.N.
20 to 24.

. Anchored as before. 2030 In aocordanoge with comnding Ofricer's
orders of January 3, 1942, the following .gamed officers and men were trene-
ferred to the U.S.S. LANGLEY: Ensign J.D. GILLITAND, D-V(G), U.S.K.R., BOAZ;
Harold'B., 338-78-58, CY(AA), U.S8.N., KING, .Ceoll 8.;-359-83-71; Yle., U.S.N.,

%/ T of; *Eieutrsnant {Jg), U.S.N.

Approved:

Examined: .
o ¥.3/ c;a%'i.’ﬂié. Ir.,

J
Liedtenant, U.%, Navy, Lieutenant,

Oommnding.

. 8. X\, Navigatoer.

(Or.lshul {ribbon) copy-of. thia page to be:sent: to: Buccau of 'Navlgntlnn mout.hly) PR ——
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=D ES. - PEARY .. (DD226) L Tﬁgs& . 8 Jama 42
UNITED: STATES SHIP.. : (DD2: ) : esday = 8 Ly 19_%2
ZONE Dascnlﬁrio&___mnus 10%-° REMAR K'S, . '

© ! pnchored in berth F-3, Port Darwin, Ausﬁi'alid,' in 6 fathoms of water

0 to 4.
with 30 fathoms of chain to starboard anchor. Boiler #3 in use for auxiliary
purposes. SOPA in U.5.S. BOISE. Various units of U.S. Asiatic Fleet and Royal
Australian Navy present. - . . . : .

M.M, KOIVISTe, Lisutenant, U.S.N.

4 to:8s - -t T
- . Anchored as before.- . ‘
M. M:~ROIVISTO; Lieutenant, U.S.N.
8 to 12. :

* Ahchored as before. 0800 Held quarters for muster; no absentess.
KIRKBRIDE, L.E., Sealv., U.S.N., was transferzed to . 8.8.,~0T08 for duty. Made
daily inspeotion of megazines; conditions normal. In @occordance with AlNav 4
the followlng officers were promoted to ranks indicated: Lieutenant J.M,
BERMINGHAM, U.3.N., to Lieutenant Commander, U.S.N.; Lleutenant (jg) A.L.
GUSTAFSON, U.S.N., to Lieuterant, U.S,N.; eand Ensign R.L.R. JOHNSON, D-V(G),
U.S-NrRr, to Lieutenant (js), D‘V(G), U.S.N.R. R '

M.M, KOIVISTO, Lieutenant, U.S.N,

12 to 16. . .
Anchored as before. 1545 BUSKLEY, C.L., Msmthio., U.S.N., left the
ship on patrol duty in Port Darwin, -

: w.?. ‘;cm'Lm 4-dTs, Lieutenant, U.S.N.

. Wu;n aTLETT,Jr. ,5 Eiﬁ;;aﬂ.aﬂt, U.S.N.
m%%enmt, U.S.N.

16 to 20. . - :
Anchored as before.

20 to 24, : o
Anohorgd as before.

Approved: %MW&« Examined: Q&W\B‘_/
R L J + BERMINGHA ’ ‘ Ve .CA’EEI'T,J'I‘. »

jeut-Comdr., U.S.Navy, Lieutenant,
Commanding. R S e

. 8. X., Novigator. |

(Original (ribbon) copy of:this page to be sent to Bureau of Navigation monthly) —sn
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e . ‘ page_ 55
UNITED STATES SHIP ___FEARY (DD226) . Thursday 20 Jenuary _ 1942
. - L . i -
ZONE DESCRIPTION Lm_;w‘b .o RE M A‘F\‘.K S
0 to 4.

Steaming on course 090°T and p.g.c. 086° p.s.c. at apeed 16 knots, en-
route Port Darwin, Austral:la Boilers #5 and #4 in use. 0040 Changed course
to 115°T and p. g.c., 112° p.s.oc. . 0155 Commenced steeming on various courses
conforming to channel. 0230 Secured from condition Three &nd "A"., Commenced
steaming at various courses and speeds approaching anchorage. 0300 Anchered in
verth F-1, Port Darwin, Australia, in 10 fathoms of water with 60 fathoms of
chain out to the starboard anchor. Secure:liin engines and boiler #4.

. 6// ieutenant, U. S.N.

Anehered as--before., eﬁ%f :
: AL mieutmmc U.S.N.
8 to'lz.-

. <~ Anehored as befors. 0800 Mustered crew on etatione, ‘no absentees, 1100
Held 4" Joading 4rill and battle instructien. Made daily inspection of magazinea,
nd smokeless powder eamples, -conditions normsl. -

Yozl

A.L. AFSBON, Lieutenant, U.S.N,.

4 to 84

12 to 18. C
.. Anchored ags before. 1400 U.S S. WILLTAM B. FRESTON stood in and

anchored. o - : @m
- : ﬁ ; Easign, D-V{G), U.s N.R,

16 to 20.

. Anchored as before. 1620 Made a.'L'I. preparations for getting underway.
1625 Following U.S.Army perscnnel embarked for passage to Timor for apeclal duty:
Charles H., Burnside, 2nd Lieutemant, U.9.A., D-418915; Nathan J. Bond, 20748225,
Sergeant, U.S.A; 0lin C. Thompson, 20747913, Corporal, U.S.A; James H. Thomas,
6862314, Pvtlc.,U.S.A; Walter Swanson, 36006784, Pvt.,U.S.A; Edward Heinz,
39677324, Pvt.,U.S.A; James L. Lanctot, Pvtlo.,, U.S A; Delbert Van Hoosier,
39677324, Pvt.,USA; James L. Jaquesat, 36214493, Pvt.,U.S.4; Roland V, Baler,
20747436, Pvtlo.,U.S.4; Warren G.'Stiltzmiller. 20747418, Pvtlc.,U.S A; John A.
Lundbee, 20747480, Pvt.,U.S.A; Kenneth L. Wolgd, 20’747665, .Pvtlc.,U.S.A; John
Johnson, 39376856, Pvt.,U.8.A; Plerre M. Mayer. 20747797, Pvt.,U.S.A; Richard W.,
Starrord 2074'7'763 Corp. bU «S.A. 1830 Underway and standins out, captain at
conn. 1'700 On course 340" p.,g.0. at 20 knotas. 1703 Changed oouree to 317°T and
p.g.0.; set standard speed at 20 knots. 1731l Changed course to 315°T,, and p.g.e
1735 Changed speed to 1/3 chead and ohanged course to starbecard to clear net lay-
ing vessel ahead. 1743 On course 295°T and p.g.c. 1745 Went to General Quarters;
set oondition of readiness Three and material condition. Ar:l.rm.

@W

P.M. ’ Ensign. D-V(G), U.S.N.R.

- Steaming-as before on.course 295°T. :

M.l.!. KOIVISTO, Lieutengnt U.s.N.

20 to 24.

} fi . A
Approved: g Examined: ?}7
i, BERMINGHNM, . M,M. EQIVISTO,
Lieut-Comdr., U.S. Navy, Lieutenant,

Commanding. i U. 3. X., Xavidator.
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; .. Saturda 31 Januar 42
UNITED STATES SHIP __FEARY {DD226) L SR y - 942
20NE DE%RI”ION_;%Min_“ldii . REMARKS
0 to 4.

. C.H. Burnside, 2nd Lieutenant, U.S.A. and working party..0320.Completéd landing

Anchored off south coast Timor Island, east of Noil Mina Bay in 5

fathoms of water with 45 fathoms of chain to starboard anchor. Bollers #3 and #4
in use; engines in standby status. Ship in condition of readiness 3. Transferringd
gasoline cargo.to Royal ‘Australian Air Force field ashore. 0130 Motor whale boat
went aground and due to broaching seas unable to tow clear or remove orew; follow-
ing men were left ashore on Timor Island: INLAY, Gearge W., 320-80-36, BMlc.,USN.,
DAVIS, Arthur ®., 321-66-38, Sealc., U,S.N., LITTLETON, -Vernoa-R., Seaao.,U. N.,
FRYMAN,.Glenn A., 279-71-84, F:Sc.,U. No,. and RUSSO, Edward A., 279-53-28, Sealc.,
U.S.N., the latter went aahore from rescue boat.and was.unable to return. Landad

5,300 gallons of .gasoline and 53 gallons lubrieating oil and hoisted remaining
boat. 0337 Underway for Darwin, Captein.at Conn} ;Set ocourse 105°T and pge; 1029
pse.,: ‘at-atandard speed 15 knots. 0346 Chanqed oourse to 175 !I.‘ and - pge. 0354

'vent to 1l speed 20 knots. -
qx%l!‘%n —~i Lieutenant T. S.N.

4 to 8.

Steaming as ‘before on course 105° T &nd pgo, 1030 psc, at full speed
20 knots. ' QM :
_ B ~p.M.(J0VZR, Ensign, D-V(G), U.S.N.R.
8 to 12,

Steaming as before .on course 105 T énd pge, 103° psc, at full speed 20
knots, 0830 Mustered orew; no abaentees except those listed above. 1025 Changed
course to 112° T and pgo, 110° psc. Made visual inspection of magazines; condi-

tions normal. \_777 -
" M.M, EOIVISTO, ‘Lieutenant, U,S.N.

12 to 18. ‘o
Steaming as before on course 112° T apd pge, 110° psoc., at speed 22

knots. M
o ' .5, GUST@N Lieutenant, U.S.N.

16 to 20.
Steaming as before on oou.rse 112°T and pge, 110° pse. 1733 Changed
speed to 15 knots. 1807 Changed speed to 20 ‘¥knots.

Wtcign' -v(G) Uo oNoR-

20 to 24,

Steaming as before on course 112 T and pge, 110° pse. 2000 Changed
course to 102°T and pgc,- 100° Ppsc. 2125 Changed speed to 15 E.nots. 2212 Chagged
course to 180°T and-pgo,- 178° ‘pso. 2252 Changed eourse to 100 T apd pgc, 097 pso.

2307 Changed speed to 20 knots. W’Eb\

M.M. KOIVISTO, Lieutenhnt, U.S.N. -

<M ’ M.M. EOIVISTO,
L °“g;c£$ii8.’js- Navy,  Lieutenent, 0. 8. %, Novigator.

Approved: g Z;%— Ezamined: W W
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ONLY SURVIVING OFFICER OF DESTROYER USS PEARY
TELLS OF HIDE-AND-SEEK EPISODE WITH JAP3. . -

, Camouflaged as a "floating island,".:the US3 PEARY, a four-’
stack destroyer based at Cavite Naval Base, on December 7, 1941,
escaped from the Philippines and succeeded in reaching :
Australis, only to be subsequently destroyed by enemy plenes
at Port Darwln. T . K .

The crew hastlly covered the PEARY with green paint and
branchcs of palm trees so the ship.- would resemble a small island
while niding near the coastline by day and traveling at night,
Ccmuender Ralph L. R. Johmson, U.S.N.R., of 2324 South Dunsmuir .
‘Avenuc, Los Angeles, Californie, the only surviving officer,

recently explalnéed.

The PEARY was struck by a bomb during the Japanese
air atteck on Cavite on December 10, 1941. It hit the forward
part of the ship, riddling thé auperstructure and stacks with
fragments, but caused no major damage. The destroyer then
moved to Manila Bay and joined other vessels in the desperate
game of scouting Japanese troop and ship movements. _

© * Enomy planes again attacked the PEARY on December 26, in
Manila Bay, When more than 30 bombers and fighters dropped about
45 bombs . on all sides of the destroyer, but.failed to register
a hit, That night the ship was ordered to procoed to the
Southwest Pacific, to-join Allied naval faorces. She steamcd out
of the harbor at 30 knots, her riddled stacks blazing like o

Christmas tree& .

During the night the camouflage of green paint was.applied.
and palm tree branches were added the ncxt morning when the
PEARY arrived at Negros Island, where sho tied up near the
protective shore line. Enemy patrol planes passed overhead withot
spotting tho destroyer that day, while the crev worked to patch .
up the saip for the remainder of the trip. That night the
destroger sot out through the Celebes Sea, for Makassar Strait.

- A four-engine, Japanese patrol bomber spo tted the PEARY far
from land the next marning, and shadowed the ship until early

_afternoon whon three other bombers joined it in a two-hour -q.l:t.ack

on the destroyer. : While the air attack was unde - vay; one.plane
launched two. torpedoes 500 yards away from the ship, The JEARY .
waa quickly.basked.on ome-engine and- both- "f1sh™ narrovly missed
e, Bow,. -Segonds. later; tho.more torpedoes. Were slmed;gfiine ~
gasingyar. B%W—ﬁiﬂsedﬁhastem by.10 yards, -The:bimlers

- ¢l
L
F



-2z

: Uvon receipt of a report that units of the Japansse Tleet
were In Makassar Strailt, the PEARY sltered course.for Bangja -
Strailt, Three more enemy bombers, howevsr, épot’tad'the’destroyer
and attacied at dusk, damaging the ship!s steam lines and cutting
the stocring controls. The PEARY limped into Ternate in the - ‘
Netherlands .East Indies the next .day, and tied up for emergency

repairs. (Note #1)

The damaged controls and steam lines were mended undor the
direction of Commander Johnsonm,.wha was ongineering officer and
the patched-up destroyer. wvas under way again the next night,
arriving at Ambolna Island -on December- 31, without furthcr comtact
with thc onemy. ' . '

Tuc PEARY was later based at Port Derwin, Australia, where
she was anchorod when & .surprise atsack of 120 Japanese Plancs '
swept down on the harbor en February 17, 1942. Five dircct bomb -
hits turned the destrdyds into.'a'blazing mass. of torn stecl. ,
Only onc offilcer and 30 men survived the holocaust. (Notes 2 & 3) .

Commander Johnson found himsclf walled in by flames when
he regaincd consclousness after the blasts. . Covering s faco.
with his hcnds, he made hils way to the rall and jumped oveprboard
into a soa of blazing oil. He swam under-water until clear of
burning oil, and was picked up.by a hospital boat.

Aftor being hospiltalized for eight months vith severe
burns and cther injwries, Commander Johnson served aboard -
the USS ELLIOT, a high Speed minesweeper, which participstod
in the Algutlans operations and the invasion of Attu. In Novembor,
1944, e .assumed command of the USS BOGGS, which was used es a.-
training ship on’ the West Coast and at Poarl Harbor. &
continuod in command of -the- BOGGS -until released from sctive duty

in- Deccmber, 1945.

: Commander Johnson,'an engincering graduate of ths
University.of California, in 1932, was . in the Philippines as g
petroloum cangineer when called to active duty on Decomber 3, 1941,

W

Editor'’s Notes: .
#1 This attack was by three Australian Lockheed 'Hudson' bomb-

ers, not by enemy bombers. (Ref.: Deck log for 12/28, dur-

ing the 16 - 20 watch)
#2 Peary was sunk on 2/19/42, not on 2/17/42. (Ref.: Action

report dated 3/6/42) .
#3 There were 53 enlisted survivors (including 15 wounded ), not

30. (Ref.: Muster Roll! of the Crew, February 19, 1942)

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
February, 2007



JAPANESE DIVE BOMBER

AICHI 99

[CARRIER BORNE ]

Maximum Speed- 236 mph at 10,000 ft
Two-77mm forward mach. quns
One-77mm rear mach gun

Wing Span- 41 ft. IDENTIFICATION POSTER “ 104
Wing Area-250 sq. ft.

FROM JATA CUNBERTLY AvaiLABLE

These carrler-based dive bombers, called !'VAL's by the All les, sank
USS Peary (DD-226) with Pive direct hits at Darwin, Australla, on Feb-
ruary 19, 1942. Personnel casualtlies were high: 89 killed, 16 wounded
out of a complement of 142 officers and men. The Aichl D3A1 Type 99
was armed with three 7.7mm (,30-cal.) machine guns, a 250-kg (551-1b.)
bomb under the fuselage and two 60-kg (132-1b.) bombs under the wings.
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USS PEARY DD 226 c
o 6 .MARCH 1942

NO SERIAL

USS PEARY (DD 226) - ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY -

REPORT OF
[COVERS ATTACK BY JAPANESE DIVE BOMBERS
IN PORT OF DARWIN AUSTRALIA,1S FEBRUARY |

AND . SINKING OF 1300,

0rMICE OF NAVAL RECORDS AND: LISRARY.



Pp226/A16-3

¢ QECLASSIFIED 1

March 6, 1942,

From: Lieutenant %. J. CATLETT, jr., U.S. Navy.
To Secretary of the Navy.
Via : (1) Commander Base Torce, U.S. Naval Forces,

Southwest Pacifle,
(2) Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE.
(3) Commander U.S. Naval Forces, Southwest
Pacific.

Subject: U.S.S. PEARY (DD226)--engagement with the enemy,
report of,

Reference: (a) Article 712, U.S. Navy Regulations.
(b) CO PEARY 1tr. file DD226/A16-3/(3-42), of
January 6, 1942,

Enclosure: (A) List of known deceased or missing.
(B) List of survivors at Port Darwin, N, T.,
Australia,
(C) List of deceased burled at Port Darwin, N. T.,
Australia, and at sed.
(D) List of survivors on H.M.A. Hospital Ship
MANUNDA .

1, Because I was formerly attached to, and serving in
the U.S.S8. PEARY until February 21, 1942, although not on board
due to belng temporarily detached for medical treatment, I have
been directed by Commander Base Force, U.S. Naval Forces, South-.
wvest Pacific, to prepare this report.

2. From January 17, 1942, until February 19, 1942, the
U.3.S. FEARY was operating in the Darwin area. She performed many
escort and convoy missione although the ship had a very small part
of her milltary equipment as set forth in reference (b). The fol-
lowing account of action in Port Darwin 1s constructed from witnes-
ses attached to the U.S.8. PEARY, U.S.S. WILLIAM B. PRESTON, U.S.
A.,T. MEIGS, and the H.M.A. Hospital Ship MANUNDA, and is consider-
ed to be the best available account of the U.S.S. PEARY'g action
wlth the enemy and her eventual sinking:

"The U.S.8. PEARY returned to Port Darwin and anchor-
ed in berth F-3 at about 0100, February 19, 1942. At
about 1045, the U.S.S. PEARY was attacked by single
motored Jepanese dive-bombers. The first bomb exploded
elther on the fantall or very close thereto, removing
both propeller guards, depth charge racks and flooding
the steering motor room. The second bomb landed on the

-l-



DD226/A16-3

G @ D EGM#J %iﬂ (DD226)--engagement with the enemy,

Subject: U.S.8.
report of,

galley deck house and was an incendlary bomb, The
third bomb plerced the main deck and went through
the hull of number two (eteaming) fireroom. It

did not explode. The fourth bomb hit forward aml
set off the forwerd ammunition magazines. The fifth
bomb, an incendlary, exploded in the after engine
room. The U.S.S. PEARY sank, etern first, at about
1300, February 19, 1942, A .30 callber machine gun
on the after deck house and one .50 caliber machine
gun on the galley deck house were reported firing
until the last enemy plane left the scene of the
engagement. The crew of the steaming fireroom es-
capved miraculously, with only minor burns on hands
and feet, SKROCIE, Albert, W.T.lc., U.S.N., was
the watertender on watch in the steaming fireroom,
Lieut.(Jg) Ro Lo JOHNSON, D"V(G), UOSON.R.‘ the en-
gineering officer, is believed to be the only sur-
viving offlcer of those serving in the ship during
the engagement.”

3 Enclosure (A) 1s a list of the known deceased or miss-
ing, as a result of a careful check agalnst .the last muster roll
of the ship's crew. Enclosure (B) i1s a 1list of the survivors
who were rescued and are now on duty under the U.S. Naval Obgerver,
Port Darwin, Australia. Enclosure (C) 1s a list of known dead
buried at Port Derwin, N.T., Australia, and at sea, by Naval Auth-
orities. Enclosure (D) is a list of survivore on the H.M.A.
Hospital Ship MANUNDA,

4, From the first bombing in Cavite, P.I., December 10,
1942, I feel that I can truthfully say that every officer and
man worked to but one purpose~-carry on, no matter what the as-
signment may be--in the hope that eventually the ship could be
repaired and restored to full battle efficiency and Joiln the

Fleet.
Ty fthed .O,_e_u:%,_,
William J,'Catlatt, Jjr.,

Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy, ex-Nav-
igator, Communication and Torpedo
Control Officer, U.S.3. PEARY,
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Cofuli-FoTeD-B-NoP-T-A-L DECL ASS‘FIED .'.

LIST OF OFFICERS AND MEN BELIEVED TO BE BURNED, DROWNED, OR MISSING

1. - 1 have personally compared enclosure (B), (C),
and (D) with the pay roll record of the U.S.S. PEARY held by the
disbursing offieer, U.S.8. BLACK HAWK and believe: the following
list of officers and men to be the most accurate list of these
No mmster roll is available.
If ope were submitted by the Commanding Offiocer, U.S.S. PEARY, it
would have been forwarded to the U.S.S. HOUSTON, then in company:

Service Eg, Rate
Lieu oy ® Ve
Lieut., U.8 .M.

ms. ) D-V( G)U.S.N.R.

missing, ‘burned to death, or drowned.
\séf Roll No, . Name .
\/3 0-1 GUSTOFSON, Arthur Lemnard
§ 0=5 KOIVISTO, Martin Mathew
’ 0-6 Joyce JFoEAGE, Phillip Michael
§ _0-10 7 . -~BEAMINGHAN, John Michael
S /7¢c=3 DEATRICH, Ray Luther
N ¢ C-11 KAPPES, Joseph Michael
) " C=13 KENNAUGH, Gilbert Thomas
4 C=14 BUCKLEY, Claude Lionsel
C=15 BEARRIS, Franklin Rosecrans
C=20 EFOLBEDO, Gerhart Marvin
c-21 KEENER, Russell Zldon
Cc=22 Alonzo Denison
Cc-23 MA , Forest Cortlan
C-26 WILSON, John Iouls
c-28 GARTER, Cyrus David
C=30 SCHULER, Narman Frank
c-31 FRAYER, Chester Harry
C=34 TINSLEY, John, Jr.
C-36 DAY, Shirley Otis
C-43 WHITE, Robert Doyle
C-44 ARMSTRONG, Robert Benton
C-4 HUNTER, Robert Thomas
C-4 BOUDREAUX, Charles Camille
C=51 SHOFNER, Walter
C=53 BARRETT, George Edmond
C-58 PARKER, Arthur Renben
C=59 MINNECI, Charles
C-64 BANCROFT, William Emleson
C=65 BAUER, Lee Anthony
C-66 GUNN, Ralph Engles
C=67 ANDREWS, John Bloke
C=69 BAKER, Delmer Rugene
C=T1 MC GINNIS, Jackson Delaney
c-72 PEARSON, Raymond Bertia
C=73 RUDE, Milton Darwin
C=74 CHAPMAN, Robert Fred.
C~76. GROKAU, Harold Georgé
Roth, Louis

Lieut.Comdr.,U.S.N.

243=20-36
214-75-4
285-54-35
204=14=87
282-92-05
320-88-32
393=13=07
206=98-23
371-65-85
279=-50-24
234-09-46
341-71=37
359-88-20
380-78-02
368-41-93
268-34-15
342-04-47
291-59=37
274-24-42
346=27-89
291-54-43
239.27-6
238-51-4
410-52-61
299-98-06
271-97-72
368-45-T0
521-35-18
- 862=44-93
207-23-79
293-98-66
268-20-40
321-35-01
283~33=19

ENCLOSURE. (A)

CCStd(PA)
M.MOIOO
GJ.M.10.
Msmth.lc.
Q.M.lc.
Bmkr.lc.
C.M.lc.
H.M.lc.
W.T.l0.
M.M.2¢0.
M.M.2¢.
M.M,2¢.
M.M.2¢.
T.M. 2° ®
W.T.20,
M.M.Zc.
Bmkr.2c.
M.M.20.
M.M.20.
S.M.3c.
F.le,

C.Ph. M, (PA)

F.lc.
F.lec.
F.le.
Msmth,lc,.
P.lo,
rolco
S8.C.3c.
F.lec,
T.M.30.
Q.M.3¢c.
S.F.30.
Sea.lc.



EEEESEE LI DECLASSIFIED

Roll No, Name Service No. Rate
=103 PALERMQ, James William 223-98=-16 F.2¢c.
G=104 O'TEACE, Beonald Clayton 385-84-40 F.2c,
¢-110 SCHULER, Max Newton 256=-38-00 ¥.2¢c,
C-111 HIGH, Benjamin Butler 376-02-~34 F.3e.
¢-112 GLOVES, Frank Adrian (seen alive 274-47-08 Sea.2¢.
in Darwin By KING, J. J.,R.M.2¢)
C=113 POLAND, EUGENE Richard 283-38-63 Sea.Zc.
C=114 POQLHEMIS, Willis 223-84-32 F.3c,
C=-122 SPATA, John Justin 393=49-32 Sea.2¢c.
c-125 SMITH, William Lance 360-24=55 Sea.2c.
C-131 DENHABK, Willie Ray - --e - - C.M.20.
C=-137 HANSON, Wendell Herber - - - S.M.20.
C=139 CR0S8, Johfi Wood (V-3USNR) 368-25-18 S.M.3%¢.,
C-140 GOLDINAN, Hermen Eugepe @  « « @ « = Y.3c.
C-144 DAVLER, William Granville - - - Sea.lec.
C-146 DORIS, Arthur Willlam @ = = o« «@ o = - Sea.lo.
C-1417 HOWELL, Robert Lee - = =a Sea.lc.
€=150 MC CORD, Wiidis Edward = e - -- Sea.lc.
C=153 ROSSITER, Paul James 39323942 Sea,lc.,
€=157 GRIFFIN, Ralph 311-51=72 8ea.2¢,
c-160 MILIER, Whitman Senter 20%8-217-41 G.M.le,
P=161 CROS8, Lawrence Jackson 320=59=69 C.G.M.(AA)
Guib3 LEE, Richard Toseper 234-18-95 B.HK.2¢,
Sib GO0K, Archie Kennedy 381-31-46 F.C.3c.
o365 PATCH, Clifton Francis 212-31-8 C.M.M.(AA)
¢-166 SHOGK, Willis Charlie = - 393=20-1 M.M.le.
¢=170 HOOKS, William Miocknis (V-6,USNR) 624-07-16 S.X.20,
C-171 MC FARLAND, William 375-98=55 Q.M. 3¢,
Cc=172 PRTERSON, .Lester Norman 328-36-64 G.M.2¢.
C=174 TEZW, Douglas Holcomb 382-10-97 M, M. 20,
Cc=176 BARBEE, Murren Aasrel 267-64=54 C.M.M,.(PA)
c-117 PAPIA, Joseph 497-96-79 orf.Ck.2¢.
C-179 KALISZ, Edwin Jacob 300=03=44 Q.M.3qc.
C-183 GUSTI, Robert Leo 265=55=43 M.M, 2¢.
c-184 ZIZAK, Frank Bdwerd 250-39-81 M.M. 20,
c-185 VERNON, Walter . 381-16-14 G.M.1lc,
Cc-186 O'DONNELL, Jack Thomas 268-23-60 F.C.lec.
c-la QUIG’GE’ JaOk 283-2 -67 M.Mo 230
c-18 RODZINSK]I, George Smith 375-97=32 M.M.2¢,
Cc=189 RODZINSKI, Victor Frederick 375-96-917 M.M.2c.
€-190 PIERCY, Ralph Delbut 3715=-77=46 M.M.2¢.
C=191 UMPLEBY, Bugene Bdger 238-27-40 W.T.lce
C=192 SWEENEY, Paul Robert 407-24-81 B.M.3c.
0-193 BEESE. Alexander 3 5-68"91 W.T.Zc.
C=194 WAITE, Bverett Fred 382=12-54 M.M.20,
C-195 WEISS, James Thomas 275=04-41 E.M.1c.
C=19% FRSIBE, Harold Arthur 321=34=3 F.C.3c.
c-1 KRIENER, Bob Basmard 382-24-7 S.K.3e.

TOTAL 80, belisve to bs dead or drowned, including four (4) officers
ENCLOSURE (A)

One (L1} migssdng - in Northern Territory



2. The pay roll record may not be complete.
Some stragglers picked up in Manila during December, 1941, may
not have been entered on the pay roll,

3. . It 1is reported by KING, R. J., R.M.2¢c,, USN,
that move bodies of the drowned have been found at Darwin and
.that they were buried in Darwin., Report should be made b{ the
U.S. Naval Observer, at Darwin, Commander M. COLLINS, USN(Ret),

of those so burled.
Willlam J. Catlatt,

Jre,
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy.

ENCLOSURE (A)



DECLASSIFIED

U, 8 .
g. Po 218 60‘3‘9
Jm . 295-54-80
mzcx, E. E. 316-65-31
EEATH, F. E. 320-64-84
PlﬂTGH A. Ho 393-25°29
RUSSO0, E. Ae 0 e ee -
PRPIGH, Je 300-18-16
KING, R. J. 360=00-63
m, A. Eo 375-41-43
TRAVER, Re L. @ 2 2= ==
QUINN, W. V. 346-79~56
¥ REIL, J. J. 133-74-14
CLARK, w. Eo . ‘ 295-40-57
SPENCER, No Go, J.ro 262"66 22
INLAY, G. W. 320-80-36
FAJARDO, L. 150-06-38
CROW, R. H. 346-27-47
ASEMAN, S. O
RIGEARBSON, Fo Lo 371’88-51
WARREN, C. L. 337-10-82
ZBIDLER, H. A. 223-53-417
KRATZER, E. K. @ e == ==
GORDON, H. W. 290-50-19
m’ W. Ho 337-11-6
GREER, B. M. 603-02 4%
BARNETT, R. W. 285-67-65
BROWN, L. === === =
PIRE, J. E. 371-68-53
SHAW, R. S. 342-20-65
TMO, Jo To - e o eo-
VIBAT, D. = == ===
COSEY, V. J. 223=41-41
REYES, P. - - -
Berrimah Hos ita
339-78-14
FARO Je. M. 346=-59-81
m’ Ro M. c. -----
U.S. NAVAL QBSERVER:
[ [} 497-83-40
BaA.ll. Hasdouarters (Boat crew):

FRYMAN, G. A.
LII'I'LETON V. R.

Sea. 130 ’ USN.
P.3c., USN.
S.F.3c., USN,
Sea.lc., USN.
T.M.2¢., USN,

Sea.lc., USN.
-Sea.lc., USN.
--ReMe2¢., USN,

C.W.T,, USN.,
M.M.2¢c., USN,
Sea.lc., USN.
c.T.M., USH.
B.M.lc. , USN,
EJM.1c., USN.
B.M.lc,, USN.
of£Stdle,USN.

.B.M.’ USN.
F.,ls., USHN.
WQTQZO. UBN
S.K.ZO., USN.
F.20,, USN
SQMOZOQ’ UBN
s'.uoaco » UBN
Sea.lc., USN
Y.3o. s UBN

.R.M.-’ US..

OH.}G. UBN.
R.M.1lc,., USN.
C.M.M., USN.
¥.20,, USN.
M. M.lc. USKN.
M.Att, 1c.USN.

ReMo3c,, USN,

M.Att, lo + USN.

B.M.,lc., USBN.
T.M.2¢., USN,
Bea, USN.

OoffCk3c. USN,

Folco, UEN.
Sea.2c., USN.

ENCLOSURE (B)



0-oott-po5oker-1.5q DECLASSIFIED

DECEASED BURIED AT PORT DARWIN, N.T., AND AT SEA.

Date of Death - February 19, 1942,
Date of Burial - February 20, 1942,

t at _Port Derwin, N.T.:

Burie '
dOBYERSIVIT, Charles Clynerd Q.M.20.; UsN.
'ATR, James Hammond 268-07-01 M.M.le., USN.
Buried at Sea: o

GRAY, Angustus Henderson 268-06=69 T.M.l0., USN.
LA BRIE, Will C. 223-35=19 W.T.2c., USN.
MATHEW, John R, - - - - - 8.0, UsN,
ROGER3, Curtis - - - - Sea.lc., USN,
SENYOLD, Eugene Reid 385-40-96 - c.Y., UsN.

ENCLOSURE (C)



SURVIVORS EMBARKED. ON H.M.A. HOSPITAL SHIP MANUNDA

BOOTH, R. N,
*FARLEY, L. T.
FRAEDERICHSON, A. 4.
GATEWOOD, W. R.
HOWARD, O. D.

LOGAN, Samuel

MU ilals o D, A.
OMILENOWIZ, Charles T.
*PLUMMER, F. B.

SEROCH, Albert
TURNER, Harry K.

267-89-17
258-02-41
e
7=36=3
356-98-60
368=31-30
238-39-52
295-69-60
238-19-59
283-09-13

C.B.M.
W.T.2¢c.
G.M.2c.
Sea. lc.
R.M.2c.
F,2c.,
F.20.
W.T.20.
Sea,lc.
W.T.1lc.

‘W.T.20.

*Transferred to the Hollywood Hospital » Perth, W.A.,

for medical treatment.

JOHNSON, ROBERT L.

Lieut( jg) , D-v(G),

ENCLOSURE (D)

USN,
USN.
USN,
m.
USN.
USN.
USN,
USN.

UsN.



DECLASSIFIED
BASE FORCE, U.S, NAVAL FORCES, -
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC

FIRST ENDORSEMENT: to
Lieut:s W. J, Catlatt's CONF. Ltr.
DD226/A16-3, of March 6, 1942,
FE2/FF64816-3/(203) |

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander Base Force, U.S. Naval Forces,
: . Bouthwest Pacific. P
To : Seoretary of the Navy,

- March 7, 1942,

Via @ (1) Commander Destroyer Squadron TQENTY—NINE._
(2) Commender U.S. Naval Forces, Southwest Pacific.

Bubject: U.S.8, PEARY (DD226)--engagement with the enemy,
~ report of, ' R

l. Porwarded,

2. H.M.A. Hospital Ship MANUNDA gailed from Fremantle,.
for Eastern Australia on March 6, 1942, and the injured listed
in enclosure (D), except those two (2) traneferred to the Holly-
wood Hoepltal, ‘Perth, W. A., were not in condition to be moved
%?qugu?uring the stay of the ship in Fremantle, and sailed with




DECLASSIFIED

DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY- NINE 00/Sws
UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET . ,

Refer to No. U.S. S. BLACK HAWK, Flagship

FR6-3/Ad=3(6)/ _ _ '
Al16-3/(GF=25) Second endorsement to Lieut.
i W.J. Catlattt's Conf. ltr. DD226/
Al6-3 of March 6, 1942,

C-O-N-F-I-D—E—N-T-I—A-L March 8’ 1942.
From: Commander Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Nine.
To: The Secretary of the Navy.
Via: Commander U.S. Naval Forces, Southwest Pacific.
Subjeot: U.S.S. PRARY (DD226) - engagement with the
enemy, report.of.
1. Forwarded.
2, At the time of her loss the PFARY was operating

directly under the orders of Commander Southwest Paclific
Forces, and her last duty was as eseort for the HOUSTON.

3 No muster roll has been recelved from the
HOUSTON' R o T T TR
IR
[ ] V. [ )
Copy to: |

Combasefor, US Navfor, Sowespac
Lieut. W.J. catlett’ Jr., U.8.N.



2aéEnd. to %.’ﬂ J.Catlettts
Conf. 1tr, DD226/416-3 of
mhreh y 1942,

U.S. NAVAL FORCES, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC

ree/né-s  DECLASSIFIED 05/B4

c-OANfF-I-Dus-N;TLI-A-L Merch 9, 1942,
From: The Commander U.S. NAVAL FORCES, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC.
To: The Seoretary of the Navy.
Subject: U.S.S. PEARY (DD226) - Engagement with the enemy,
report of. ,
1. Forwarded. No information is available as to nemes

and addresses of dependents or insurance earried. Dependents

have not been notified.

¥W. R. PURNELL,
Chief o;‘ Staff.

Copy to:
ComDesgRon~29.
ComBaseFor ,SoWesPao.
Lt.W.J.Catlett,dr.,USH.
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The Evening Star, Washington, D.C., April 6, 1942

By GEORGE WELLER,
e o gf Thn, B an

(1 /N
} PROM AN AMERIOAN NAVY
ABE IN THE BOUTHWEST PA-
C, April 6-~This is the atory of
e life and death of a battered
tin can"—an old Yank destroyer
f 1018 vintage—that was sent down
omewhere in the Bouthwest Pacific
nder a shower of Japanese bombs.
‘The old hulk was the Peary, an
ntiguated destroyer with creaking
fates that was no mateh for the

equipment, its men made up in
irit. When last acen, the Peary
aa gottling in the water, its last

barking at a beehive of Jap
lanes awarming overhead,

Japs Distort Sinking News.

Many American warships sunk in
e Indian Ocean and the Java Baa
ere old-line oraft of 1918 vintage.
uch asinkings are hailed with the
o banzais in the Japaness press
though they were brand-new
nitle wagons still greasy from 1942
hipyards.

¢ Some of these superannuated de-
Blroyers have simply vanished. The
Pilisbury, which disappeared south

t Tillatjap, fell vietim to over-

helming Jap naval forces, in the

me waters where the unprotected

-knot Duteh {ireighter, the last

esacl to escape Tillatjap, incredibly

anished two days later,

But tHe Peary's history is difters

t from the Pillsbury‘s—although

th left Cavite at about the same

tT:h—am that something is known
moof 'Md .
amething cxr-therefarebe reeatng
;f the men who fought with thefr
relio literally until the South Pacifie
waters hiszed over her red-hot deoka
Lo Ly M——
eople were sy
Kaiser Bill" when » bl:gue was
cracked upon ths Peary's bow and
the can was given the name of the
Arctic explorer., But the first of
her four aerial bombardments oc-
ciured at Cavite in December, when
for a destroyer she had reached an
age corresponding to the human
three score and ten,

Splintera penetrated the whole
hridge, smashed the gun directors,
broke the searchlights, plerced the
ventllators. Burning fragments Ig-
nited the decks. It was a com-
bined {ragmentntion and incendinry
bomb. Although several members
of the crew were killed, more were
killed alsewhere in the general
bombing of the navy yard.

estroyer Peary, Creaky Navy Tin Can,’ Sank
amely Fighting Swarm of Japanese Bombers

Oommander Olted,

The old lady was saved this time
by the bravery of the crow of a
nearby mine sweeper, who threw
hawsers aboard the flaming decks.
Beveral ropes parted in flames, The
commander of the mine awssper
which towed ths Peary to safety,
Lt. Comdr. R. E. Hawes of Georgia,
was recommended. for ths Navy
Crosa. )

When Lt. Oomdr, John M. Ber-
mingham of New York Oity. who
succeeded Comdr. Harry H. Keith of
New Mexico as captain, saw the
damage caused by the raid, he
groaned, - (Comdr, Bermingham was
Mated as killed by the Navy Depart.
ment.) Naval advisers voted nine
to ons that ihe old-Uimer be
scrupped. The officers, however,
speaking for the orew, had plerded
succeasfully for one last chalce to
allow her a crack at the Japs, and
Rear Admiral Francis W, Rackwall
had given ear, .

Smashed up, burning and as full
of holes as a colander after the
Jep hit, how could the Peary again
be sent to sea? Ten days of -
hour Jabor by the orew mads the
Peary seaworthy, If not battls.
worthy.

“Permitiad” lo Go to Bea.

In an order which probably waz
the first of it kind ever issued, the
Peary received “permission” to leave
port. .

In the extreame northeastern Oel-
obes, Lthe Poary was discovered carly
one morning by a Jap four-motorsd
bomber. With the Peary able to
travel at only 37 knots, the grew
knew that 2 warm day lay ahead.
The Jap bomber sent out - signajs
summoning other patrol bombers
from neighboring sealanes for what
looked like as sasy kill. Eventually,
radlo calls brought thres more four-
engine bombers and iwo Dornler
torpedo planes.

Then began a game of eat and
mouse, It was 3 pm.; the weather
was sunny blue. The Japs kpew it
was imposaible for the Americans
to receive help of any kind. The
time for deliberate attack was vir-
tually unlimited and they meant to
use every minute of it.

PFlying at a careful height sbove
the Peary's maximum machine gun
fire and guided by the foaming whits
wake which nothing can camoufiage,
the Jap bombers made their fint
Tun over the Peary. It was alightly
oft angle. No matter. One at a time
the big bombers wheeled Iaboriously
in wide curves and carefully begen




again, ‘The Peary was madly zig-
zaging below, making whita doadlien
acrosa ths coean: flaor, But the
necond run, too, was alightly leas
precine than the Orlental execu-
tionars domanded. The artistio Nips
wanted something perfect.

*1f we had even one modern anti-
aireraft gun!” said the men on the
Peary's bridge.

In all, t.he Japs lelsurely made
eight !ull-length approaches with-
out dropping bomba,

Bombers felse Chanece,

*Let's get thls over with” sug-
geated Lt. Willlam J. Oatlett of
Canton, Mist., vho was conning the
ship to Comdr, Bermingham.
“They've got enough fuel to keep
this up forever. Let's let them drop
their bundies and dodge them after-
ward.”

Comdr. Bermingham thought his
advios good. The next time the
Peary gave the Japs a fair chance
and, as quickly as a Tokio diplomat
grabbing a nest of Pacifio islands,
the patrol bombers seized it. The
Peary managed to veer away aa
what one officer called “two blg,
black planets ths size of Mars” de-
scended.

Others followed, .'Thd nsirest

bomb splashed a geyser 100 feet

awsy, but none hit.
The aircraft commander now
his trump, ad attack at low
Jevel by torpedo planes. The at-

tackers carried two amall torpedoes

a little bigger than cigar-shaped
gas tanks, slung under the Jap Navy
Zeroa for extra range. The torpug
doea seemed to travel almoat wi
out a wake., Two were launched by
each plane. But all fpur missed. .
It took from 2 o'clock until 4:20
for the Japa to spoil, thelr afternocon
nnd leave the Peary unapolled.
Darkness came and, although safe,
the Peary was not quite herself.

Running on One Engine.
Operating on the port engine

alone, the Peary had a couple of

hours unmolested, then entered
Banka Btrait—not the now famous
narrows off the eastern shores of
Sumatra but a tiny strait between
Bunakeng Isiand and Cape Tango
Plaok; near Mensdo, Here she was
attacked by three Jarge two-mot.ored
iand bombers,

Of the threse bomvers which at-
tacked this time, one scored a near
miss, by glide bombing, damaging
the Peary's steering gear. There-
after, with her single functioning
engine, the Peary was steered by
hand. Kenneth Quineaux, who was

killed while firing & machine gun
against the planes, has been nost-
humously awarded the Navy Crom.
Another seaman, who also survived
ithe Peary's later atinck, was Glen
A, Pryman, who threw a amoking
four-inch shell into the water, save
ing many shipmates, and has been
recommended jor the Navy Oross.
The Peary's great and final hour
came when she was lying in harbor,
The Japs had sneaked an alrcraft
carrier among the Indonesian Is-
lands near Ausirnlia and sent over
12 bombers with upprozimmly o
nzhhura Y ,.
., Five Bombs lllt S
. The Peary had ne. m
‘to lie at the quay, ths.
Oavita, Dive hombars &
-off and plunge upon
‘all, five 800-pound bon
moored dostroyer.” O
rectly in what ia -
“stremming firercom,
firsroom continuously i
ateam while anchored B
the fantall, where the §
aged steering gear woll
Jourth hil the galley ¢ [
The fifth hit the vnhr oﬂ .
atarboard bow and it was this blofl
that wiped the bridge clear of off}
cers and caused more damage the
the four preceding ones. One paing
fully burmed officer ploaded withy
the crew to throw him overboar@
When the stern bomb landed, foul
80-caliber machine guns were sendi
ing streams of lead skyward againdy
the divers. When the smoke cleareff
only one member of this gun cre§
was alive, N
The desiroyer was fast go
down by the stern. But a leutenar
in the Auatralian Navy watched X
action from a culvert upon thil
water front—with eight deptk
charges piled above his head. -
He said to this correspondent:

higher and finally began creepirg§
up the deck. But the gunner kel
firing even while the water rose ave®
the base platform.
at the gun controls—loading, aimirf
and Afiring, unaided—when
Peary went down. stern first.”




USS PEARY (DD-226 )

Officer Complement on 19 February 19542

Rank Branch File # Primary Duty
**Bermingham, John Michael LCDR ~USN 062695 Command ing Off icer
s*Koivisto, Martin Mathew LT USN 071347 Executive Officer
**GQustarson, Arthur Leonard LT USN 077158 Gunnery Officer
*Johnson, Ralph L. R. LT jg USNR 071220 Engineer
w*Joyce, Philip Michael ENS USNR 096334 Commissary

* % %k Xk B % K X % %

Notes:

!

L2

These officers were aboard the Peary when the ship was sunk.
No others are |isted as survivors in the action report dated
3/6/42., Lieutenant William J. Catlett, Jr., USN, had navi-
gated the Peary on her voyage from Manila, P.1., to Port
Darwin, Australia, but prior to the attack and loss of the
ship on 19 February 1942 he was temporarily detached for med-
ical treatment. His action report of 3/6/42 is based on sur-
vivors! accounts and conversat ions with witnesses from other
ships in the harbor during the attack.

Killed (* Wounded) when the ship was sunk at Port Darwin by
Japanese dive bombers on 2/19/42 according to a mach ine-gen-
erated casualty |ist at Archives 11 prepared by BuPers after
the war. The !Battle Books' (Record Group 24%) list casual-
ties by battle/campaign by ship.

E. A, Wilde, ur,
October, 2006















Honolulu - National Memorial

U.S.8. Peary (DD-226)

Cemeteries Where Crewmembers Are Currently lInterred:
2 Killed by the Air Attack at Darwin on 2/19/42
and 3 Who Died from Disease (Probably Mailaria)*

Rating Service No. Died

BALGOS, Gerardo Vigcas OC1c 110-29-00 1/17/42
Plot €, Row O, Grave 688

McCORD, Will ia Edward Stec 321 ~14~96 2/19/42
Plot €, Row O, Grave 409

McKA IG, Thomas Owen Y3c 223=-62-29 2/16/42
Plot B, Row O, Grave 809

ROSSITER, Paul Jones Ste 393-39-42 2/19/42
Plot C, Row O, Grave 272

lowa (Private Cemetery)

* Information obtained from:

MacKENZIE, Floyd L. Cox 320=74=22 1/16/u2

* ¥ % % X % X % & %

(1) National Archives ('Archives 11)
College Park,. MD, Casualty Assistance Branch file 1941~1945,
and (2) The American Battle Monuments Commission, www.abmc.gov
and (phone) (703) 696-6900, Almost all of the personnel casu-
alties are presumed to have died a year and a day after they
were reported Missing In Action following the loss of the ship
on 2/19/42., They are memorial ized on !'The Tablet of Missing!
at The Manila Cemetery,. Republ ic of the Philippines. Flve
crewmembers who died from wounds aboard a hosplital ship at
Darwin and were buried at sea are |isted on Page 4 of the Mus-
ter Roll of the Crew, February 19, 1942.

Cemetery of the Pacific ('Punchbowl!)

E, A, Wilde, Jr.

May, 2007



DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-NINE

UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 00/ga

Refer to No. )
FF6.3/ l.L S. 5. BLACK HAWK, Flagship

23 March, 1942

John Bermingham's Tour of Duty is Finished - By H.V.Wiley '1S.
December 1, 1941. John Bermingham's tour of duty on the

" Aslatio Station was finished. He had served his full "oruiso" in

- the Far East, had been detached from duty as exeoutive offiocer

;ot ono of the mogt efficlent destroyers of the 29th. Squadron.

Twe divisions of the squadron had departed "on a practice crulse".

The other division of four ships was still in Manila, one pair

? completing a routine Navy Yard overhaul, the other pair waiting

- to replace them a week or two later.

Dogember 7, 1941 . John Bemipgham, his tour of duty.finishbd,
waa in Manila walting for transportation home. Over came the
Japoness bombers and the wqg&was bsgun. The bombing was not heavy

3 ;n Manila at first, as milftary targets, particularly sir-fields,

' were sought. John watched the.attacks,as he was not on duty and

~ he had 1little to do. on Wadnesday he looksd aoross Manila Bay and

i paw the'Navy Yard at Cavite attacked. One of tle first victims

was the destroyer Peary, which was completing overhaul, the Yurd

- and the orow working desperately to get the engines together, the

' guns and torpedoes on board. The‘Peary was hit on the top of the

-bridge by a large bomb filled with gasoline, conorete, steel

gorap, and pérhaps shrapnel. [own went the foremast; down went
the Captaln, injured in both legs; down went the excoutive offioer

dead; down went the eugineer officer, an arm missing, eand down
. 1. |



DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-NINE ' .00/ga .

UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET

Refer to No. U.S. 5. BLACK HAWK, Flagship

FFré-3./

went ten to twenty of the gallant orew - never to rise again. Two
days later the'torpedo officer had the ship in the harbor under
steam, skilfully dodging the sticks of bombs dropned on hiﬁ.

Dscember 14, 1941. John Bermingham, his tour of duty finished,
visited the Navy Yard to again inquire about means of transportation
or of roturmiug to duty. A Commander passed him in the Yard, then
ha;ted ﬁim and asked if he were not a destroyer officer, and upon
receiving en affirmative answer, ordered him to board the Peary and
toke command. Meanwhile the ship had assembled thirty men of
varioung ratingas in the Nevy Yard to replace the killed, wounded
and missing of her orew. John Bermingham went to work,’organiziné
and drilling the orew, fittiﬁg out witﬁ ammunition, ocharts, a spar
for a mast, a radio transmitter, fuel, provisions, anything that
could be gotten at night when the ship ocould come to a dook while
the bombors were not around. Some of the holes were patched in the
dooks, but the bow which was being replaced had to be left open
to tho oca in many places, and the plates above water were only
bolved in place. The Peary then cémﬁenoed escort duty end other
misslons as required.

Late December, 1941. John Bemmingham's tour of duty in
Monile Bay was finishod. Enemy forces were about to ocoupy Manila.

At night at the Naval Base John Bermingham paw the Commandant and
P



DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-NINE

UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 00/ga

Refer to No. U.S.S. BLACK HAWK, Flagship

FF6-3/

was told to "go on south”. An hour later he was steaming through
the mine-rields, and into the open China Sea, with no prescribed
route or destination. bombins'planes were adtive in many'aectiona
of the Philippines. John Bermingham was on his ovin.

How he got through can not be published at this time, excapt
to say that his ingenuity and fortitudo were remarkable., He evaded
snemy oruisers and submarines; he was bombed by the enemy; ho was
boubed by friends who did not lnow that an Allled ship was in. those
uaeers.fhmmunition was 6ot on fire. One man statloned aft and a
'mnn at a wmachine gun was killed on the bridge. Anothen was loat
overboard during action. Flnally, about out of fuel, fcold and water

he reached a small friendly port where he got enough supplies to
g0 on. |
‘ Farly Jenuary, 1942. John Bermirgham's duty was finished.
- He reached a port where some of his own Navy wap present. His
' bedraggled~looking ship, the wmoke stacks full of holes, the bridge
hslf gone, no mast except a bont.apar, damouflaged in various
ingenious ways, had reached a haven. However, another eneﬁy ﬁaa
- at work. Twenty-five men and offiours were transferred to the

- hospital with malignant malarie and within threa dayse five had
died. Agaln a replacemuvnt crew was received. The ship was
pfoviaiﬁnod and repaired. In a few days the Peary was again at
80a on war misslons. One missicn was particularly dangerous as it

-3-
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included taking supplies to a port that was being bombed daily.
| Late February, 1942. Johp Bemmingham's tour of oacort duty
wes finioidd. He bmd Yeturnee to port for}fuéliabout 8 a.n. At -
ebout 1100 a terrific bomoins actack, the firat suffered by ﬁnat
port, came without warning. The Peery was hit aft irmediately
and & fire was gtarted. The next hit was amidships and the ship
statted sinking. A fow minutes later a bomb hit_near the bridge
and pierced the magazines of the thin-shelled ship. As she sank
the guns above water amidships were still firing flercely.

| Brave, oompotegpfkohn Bermingham's tour of duty was finished,
The few survivors of his orew revere and homor bhim as do we all.

John Liohael Bermingham '29. R,I.P.



BERMINGHAM, John M. o  Lt. Car. Usy (e
USS PERRY ' ‘ ‘ Darwin

Recormended for 3,l..i, by Comdr. Dest, Pec. Fit--Litr,
Aug, 19, 1942--Ref: PEARY Ltr. DD226/A16-3/(z-kz)
of Jen. 6, 1942--10th End. CinC U.S, Flt. Ltr.
FF1/P15 Serial 0257 -

Approved Nov. 23, 19k2,

AJARTID: NAVY CROSS--Bd.iwds, Mtg. Sept. 23, 19h2.
- P.738
"For distinguished service in the line of his vrofession
as ¢e0. USS FEARY dwring the perilod from 10 Dec. 1941 to

19 Feb, 19h2, After Manila Bay became untendable as en
operating base, Lt.Cdr, J,M, Bermingham piloted his vessel

v,T. i ing by hi -
fn Raneutering 148 TS ks" e YA oS R G Y i S

on cne occaaion and aveiding further attacks during dayligk
by ingenlously cemouflaging and hiding his ship near land. .
He later carried out a 2nd hazardous mission in delivering
gasoline to an airfleld which was under continual enemy sun
veillance. His action and good Judgement not only saved

- his ship in the lst instance but also insured the success~ -
ful accomplishment of others. During the bombing of Darwin
Australla, by aporoximately 80 enemy alrcraft he fought his
ship vallantly against continued dive bombing attacks and

. went down with the USS PEARY vhen she finally sank."

%\W L2 ':
—<>tlee” e 72
AT ‘




Op-29/jtm
27 Peb 1957

Dear Mrs. Palermo: !

In reply to your letter of 13 February 1957, I am happy to advise
you that sipce my last letter I have bad the good fortume to locate
an officer vho is probably the cmly swrviving officer of the USS
PEARY sinking. He is Captain William J. Catlett, Jr., USH, at
present Camsanding Officer, Recruit Training Command, Raval Traine
ing Center, Bainbridge, Marylamd. I talked to Captain Catlett on
the telephone, and asked him if there wag any gold aboard ths
PEARY at the time of her sinking., The Captain related the follow-
ing information:-

On 26 December 1541, the PEARY had Just about completad load-
ing aboard supplies and ammmition, in the Philippines, for
her voyage to Australia, vhen orders were received to take
ebosrd some of General MacArthur's personal effscts , together
with some gold from the Philippine Government for ferry across
Manils Bay to Corregidor Island. Lieutemant Catlett (then
Exacutive Officer) persomally supervised the loading of this
material. When it was all aboard, the PEARY steamed to the
island fortress of Corregicor. At Corregidor, MacArthur's
effects and all of the gold were put ashore. The PRARY then
‘proceeded to Australia. She did not again have any gold abocard.

This gold, vas transported from Corregidor, on b February 19k,
by USS TROUT, a submarine. It was taken to Pearl Harbor and trans-
- shipped to various banks in the United States.

It is Captain Catlett's belief, and I concur, that the story about
the gold originated when she (PEARY) took the Philippine gold
aboard for transport to Corregidor. Bvidently, whoever started
this story, saw the gold being loaded aboard and failing to note
the PEARY's stop at Corregidor, assumed that it was pever of?f
loaded and vas s5t1ll aboard when the PERARY sank.

The Eavy has considered issuing & press statement covering the
foregoing but it would not stop rumors - they never die. Furthar-
more stirring up the issue in the Press might increase both the
State and Bavy Depsrtment's problem in trying to keep the PEARY

Notes:
1 Mrs. Palermo's son, James William Palermo, Fireman First

Class, was killed when the Peary was sunk by enemy dive
bombers at Darwin on 19 February 1942,

Source: The ship!s historical records at Sh ips! Histories Branch,
U.5. Naval Historical Center, wash ington Navy Yard.



undisturbed. I am suré“that you realize the problems involved,
and desire, most of all, that thie aim be fulfilled., In regards
to the nevspaper clipping carried in the Sunday SBtar-Ledger, of
2 December 1956, which relstes the selling of the PBARY to the
Okadagumi Comppny of Tokyo, by Mr. Carl Atkinson, I need merely
point out that the UBE PBARY belongs to the U, B. Havy and to no
one else, 80 Mr. Atkinson could not sell it. !'urthemore, 88
the clipping you quote states, the Japanese Campany must 'get
permission from the Australian Government to salvage the ships”.

As I stated in my letter of T February, the Department of Etate
bas requested the proper Australisn authorities not to grant
permission to tamper with UBS PEARY. The Australian authorities
bave indicsted that they will act in sccordance with our desires.

May I, once again, extend my deepest sympthy on the loss of your
son. It is, indeed, very gratifying to me to learan that your
grandson is about to carry on the great tradition which is com-
posed of the valiant deeds of men such &s your son.

Sincerely yours,

E. M, BLLER
Rear Admirsl, USN (Ret)
Director of Haval History

Mrg. Irene Palermo
94 Arlo Road
8Staten Islapd 1, Bew York.

(this is a copy)



Portsmouth Herald (N.H.), Tuesday, June 21, 1988

Guns quiet
not memories

By GWENDOLYN JACKSON
:Navy Journalist: -

g9 SAN - DIEGOF i Although ithe . battleships,
“guns ‘are now:silent memoriesiof. World War:1l
eron.

' Preserving the memory of one sl;iﬂl;s the goal of
-retired Navy chief: pipefitter, Dallis Widick of
Friend, Neb. '

- 'Widick 'is ‘one of “25 known survivors of the
destroyer USS Peary; which was sunk off the coast-
of Darwin; Australia; after an, attack by Japanese.

forces.. :
| *Isthought:it 4¥as ;rather. oddithat nothing' had -
bee'?' done to recognize the Peary or-the men lost:

" aboard -her;’" says Widick., '] feel: dedicating .this-
plaque is the leastI can do.™

-On the morning of Feb.: 19, 1842, a squadron, of.

- Japanese aircraft attacked Darwin Harbor.

- *‘We were at anchor the day the ship sank, ' isays
Widick, recalling the event as though it happened :
yesterday.' ) o
:* “There were 19 other ships in the harbor at the-
time, but the Peary was the only one {rom the
United States. The other shjps were hit, too. .

* *We weren’t equipped with radar, so we had no.
{dea what was happening until we were hit,” says.
Widick. “The ship went to battle stations, but we
were at anchor; which had to be raised. That was
.part of my job.’!. ) L , '

. As the men raised the anchor, the destroyer.took

five hits—from the stern (rear) to the bridge: The:
fifth and final hit struck, the magazine. The ship

.exploded. .

" “The front of the ship was coming out of the
‘water. All of the officers onboard were dead, so the-
chief boatswain's mate gave the order to abandon
g{’l.igi.ckWe ‘all. jumped over'the side,” continues

idick. '

"""Most of the survivors were men who were
raising the anchor and those wokring in the radio
room. Some engineers were blown over the side,
but miraculously they survived,” he adds. e




. Guns

PLAQUE -DEDICATI

pipefitter Dallas'Widick “8hows the plaque he will
dedicate to.the-sunken remains of the destroyer

P el '

ON: " Ratired; Navy'. chief ' after an attack.by a squadron of Japant
Widick is oné of 25 known survivors. (U.S. Navy.

Photo)

USS Peary . The Peary sank: dunng World War II.

d\/! y E 9‘”‘ .
“aireraft. -

Now the remains of- the’Peary lay
at the bottom of the Darwin.harbor

Widick feels the ship.and . those lost’
anboard -should be rememberéd’ in:

more ways than in a history book.:

. “'Dedicating - this plaque;was my:

e &
e

itlés,” ha:says:proudly,ii¥althou
one' other:Peary ,surv%.’roi-‘ will «

there with me to lielp dedicate it. It’s-~~
something I really wanted'to do. It
toak a-lot of courage.for meito go:

heick to Darwin."

- A 1938 juate: ]
School-which except forta‘new coat

joined the Navy In‘“June’ig40: -He

" received ltraininglas (g Nav
-pipefitter {(now' known “as hull

echnician) and was assigned to the

Peary in November.;1940; - He re-
-mained there until it sank. _—
.. ‘After his rescue by.an.Australlan
tospital . ship,.: Widick - stayed. in

aduaté:of ‘Friénd High.

-schools throu,

" Darwin for the next three years,
~where he met and married. the

former Lorna Bradley of Perth;

_Australia.

" -Widick went on to serve on the
-aireraft carrier USS Essex and the .
guided-missile ship USS Norton -

Sound.

work as the director of Special
Services at San Diego's Nava Sta-

-tion for the next 10 years.

ff ‘In 1962, Widick and his wife opened
of paint,:remains the same-Widick. -

four combined preschool-elementary

gRout. the San Diego-
area. His wife taught in these schools
until she retired last year. -

- Although the - Widicks * consider’
-themselves - retired, they’ve - kept.

busy raising roses and orchids. They.
also spend a lot of time visiting other:.
parts of the world. S

. He retired in December 1959, after .
19 years of active duty and went to

[ travel to’ Australia just about

“every year,” "says Widick.. “Each

year I thought of going to Darwin to

‘put a wreath in the harbor where the

Peary went down,! ;

“1.finally called the mayor of
Darwin and asked if the U, S, Navy
or anyone else had put up a plaque.

“The mayor said only a-street was
‘named for the Peary. I then asked if
Thada l:laque made, would the town
mount i{. He said the town would be
thrilled to have it: The plaque will be
mounted Feb. 19-the anniversary of
theattack.” -

Widick would like the dedicaton
ceremony -to-beia reunion of sur-
vivors of the Peary-a reunion of
men with memories to'last a life-
time. )

. (EDITOR'S 'NOTE:. Gwendolyn .R..
Jacksoun Is a Navy ;journalist assigned (o
g:le Na;vy,_l’ubllr,- Affairs Center In San

ego. IR : .




USS Peary (DD=-226)

Reconcil iation of Fatalities Listed on the Memorial FPlaque
at Darwin, Australia, with Government Records

Number of men | isted as killed on plaque o1

Add :

T Those included on the BuPers casualty |ist as declared dead
after being missing for a year and a day, and who also are
included on the |ist of dead/missing on Enclosure (A) to
the shipl!s action report dated 6 March 1942:

CROSS, Lawrence Jackson, 320=59-69
KEENER, Russell Eldon, 393~13-07
Total additions

Ins

Ad justed subtotal 93

Delate:
Wounded and transferred to a hospital at Manila according
to the Peary's deck log for 12/10/41. Not on the List OFf
Off icers for January 1942, Retired from the Navy in 1946.
Ensign Calvin S. George, USN

Wounded on December 10th according to the Peary'!s deck log.
Was in a hospital according to a letter by the commanding
officer dated 12/25/41 regarding the status of crew mem-
bers. Ias not on the ship's muster roll for 12/31/41 and
is not shown as being received on any of the !'Report OFf
Changes'! sheets through 2/2/42. Included, apparently in
error, on the |ist of dead/missing on Enclosure (A) of the
act ion report dated 3/6/42, but not on the BuPers casualty
| ist prepared after the war. [Is not on either of two fa-
tal ities 1ists in the Casualty Assistance Branch file at
Archives [Il.

HALL, Alonzo D., 206-96-23 MMic

Was rescued by an Austral ian motor boat on 2/15/42 and re-
mained AWOL unti! he reported to the Australian Intell igence
Force in September, 1943,

GLOVER, Frank A., 274-47-08 S2c

Wounded at the Cavite Navy Yard and transferred to a hos-
pital at Canacao, P.!., on 12/10/41 according to the sum-
mary Report Of Changes sheets (Page 6) For December, 1941.
He survived the war as a RP,0.W. and was repatriated at
Manila on $/15/45 (COMNAVBASES AT MANILA I|tr. ©/15/45)
TINSLEY, John Jr. 380-78-02 T™M2c '
Total deletions “(4)

Ad justed Total Fatalities 89

E, A, Wilde, Jr.
January, 2007



SS Peary (DD-226) in World

Photograph Credits

Description

i

ar

Source Code[ldent. No,

Sponsor, Marie Peary Stafford, 4/6/20
Sketch, RAdm. Robert E. Peary, USN
Peary, port bow, anchored, c. 1920's
Peary,. starboard beam, anchored, c. 1921

Whippoorwill (AM35) off Cavite, P.l., 1941

Map, Manila 8Say and approaches, P.l.
Lockheed 'Hudson'! patro! bomber
Japanese dive bomber 'VAL' (Aichi Type 99)

L AR JEE JEE N 2R EE R R R J

Notes:

NA
NH
NI
NH
NA
NA
NA

NA

19=N-7373

NH 47446

Order w., photocopy
NH 50902
19=N=27110
80-G=471 04

(Note 1)

(Note 2)

1 Source: www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/PBO_Hudson.htm

2 National Archives #3u42-FH-3835235-21368 A.C.

Key to Sources:
NA National Archives
4601 Adel!pi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001

Phone: Still Pictures Reference: (301 ) 837-0561

NH Naval Historical Center
805 Kidder Breese Street, SE
Washington Navy Yard, DOC 20374-5060
Phone: (202 ) 433-2765

NI Naval! Institute Photo Service
291 Wood Road '
Annapol is, MD 21402

Phone: (410) 295-1022; FAX: (410) 269-7940

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
July, 2007



U.S.S, Peary (DD-226) in Worid War 1l

Bibl iography/Sources

Books:

Dict ionary of American Naval Fighting Ships. Vol. 8. Washing-
ton: Naval HMistorical Center.

Rand McNally Encyclopedia of Military Aircraft: 1914-1980. New
York, 1981.

Alden,. John D., Flush Decks and Four Pipes. Annapolis: Naval
Inst itute Press, 1965.

Fahey, James, The Ships and Aircraft of the U.S. Fleet. Victory
Edition. New York: Ships and Aircraft, 1945,

Ross, Al, The Destroyer Campbeltown. Annapolis: Naval Institute
Press, 1990.

Wagner,. Ray, Amer ican Combat Planes. Garden City, N.Y.: Double-
day & Co., 1982.

Article:

"The Four Stackers," U.S, Naval Institute Proceedinas, July
1950, pp: 753-57.

Miscel laneous:

Action reports, Peary, Archives 11/College Park, Maryland (Record
Group 38)

BuPers Casualty Assistance Branch 1941-1945 file, Archives 11,
Col/lege Park, Maryland (Record Group 24)

BuPers Casualty Lists, WWll (by battle/campaign by ship), Ar-
chives 11, College Park, Maryland (Record Group 24 )

Citations file, WWll, Operational Archives Branch, Naval His-
torical Center, Washington Navy Yard

Conversation with Edward P. Stafford (grandson of Adm. Peary and
son of the Peary'!s sponsor, Marie Peary Stafford)

Deck logs (Peary and USS Pillsbury (DD=-227)), Archives 11/College
Park, Maryland (Record Group 24)

Muster rolls, Peary, on microfilm at Archives 11, College Park,
Maryland (Record Group 24)

News releases, Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Cen-
ter, Washington Navy Yard.

Oral history transcripts, Operational! Archives, Naval Historical
Center, Washington Navy Yard.

Ships! Historles Branch, Peary file, Naval Historical Center,
Washingtom Navy Yard

Websites: www.abmc,gov (Amer ican Battle Monuments Commission)

wwwW,navsource.org/archives (Memorial plaque at Darwin)
www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/PBO_Hudson (picture)

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
July, 2007



Locat ions Where Historical Compilations by the Editor
Are Available For Researchers

Tair Zoo, Guadalcanal Campaign Col lection, Potage, Michigan
ECU Manuscript Collection, Joyner Library, Greenville, NC
Louisiana Naval War Memor ial Library, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

2Ma ine Maritime Museum Library, Sath, Maine
Mariners! Museum Research Library, Newport News, Virginia
Mystic Seaport'!s G, W. Blunt White Library, Mystiqg Connecticut

Nat ional Archives Il Library, College Park, Maryland
Nat iona! D=-Day Museum Library Collection, New Orleans, WA
Nat ional Museum of Pacific War, War Studies, Fredericksberg, TX

Naval Historical Center, Navy Dept. Library, Washington Navy Yard
» Operational Archives B8ranch, Washington Navy Yard
, Ships! Histories B8ranch, Washington Navy Yard

Naval! War College, Naval Historical Collection, Newport, RI
N.Ys Public Library, 42nd & S5th Ave., Room 315, New York, N.Y.
2portiand Public Library, Portland Room, Portland, Ma ine

¥rin can Saitors, Inc., Research Library, Somerset, Massachusetts
US Naval Academy, Nimitz Library Special Collections, Annapolis
UV.S. Naval! Institute, History Division, Beach Hall, Annapolis, MD

Uv.S. Navy Memorial's Research Library, Washington, D.C.
Uss Slater (DE-766) Library, Albany, New York

* Bk Kk B K X R X %

Notes:
! Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:

Aaron ¥Ward, Barton, Colhoun, Cushing, DeHaven, Duncan, Laffey,
MeFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walke. :

2 Only Bath-built ships: DeHaven, Drexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Spence, Strong '

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy Beachhead: Corry, Glennon,
Meredith

4 By appointment only: (508) 677-0515

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006 :
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E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.,
Commander, USNR (Ret.), received
his commission through the NROTC
program at Dartmouth College in
1950. Following graduation he saw
action off Korea aboard the USS
Douglas H. Fox (DD 779) when this
destroyer dueled with numerous
North Korean shore batteries in the
Sea of Japan. Many of the
photographs he took during this
period have been donated to the
Naval Historical Foundation in 2000,
and two of them appeared in the
coffee table book 7he Navy,
published by the foundation in
2000. After completing three years
of active duty he began a civilian
career in in public accounting and
later in management positions at
Raytheon Company in Waitham,
Massachusetts.

In 1993 he developed a strong
interest in naval history and began
editing a series of illustrated ships’
histories primarily of destroyers
sunk in World War II. Primary
source documents such as action
reports, ships’ war diaries, medal
citations and muster rolls are
included in these histories as well
as many firsthand accounts. His
booklets were not for sale but he
sent complimentary copies to
survivors and families of deceased
crewmembers and to selected

‘THE ILLUSTRATED
‘SHIPS’ HISTORIES
.OF E. ANDREW
WILDE, JR.

‘Aaron Ward (DD
1483)

i1Barton (DD 599)
.Borie (DD 215)
‘Colhoun (APD 2)
:Corry (DD 463)
‘Cushing (DD 376)
.De Haven (DD 469)
‘Douglas H. Fox (DD
:779)

‘Drexler (DD 741)
:Duncan (DD 485)
:Emmons (DMS 22)
‘Fiske (DE 143)
:Glennon (DD 620)
\Halligan (DD 584)
\Hammann (DD 412)
Jacob Jones (DD
1130)

.Laffey (DD 459)
xLansdaIe (DD 426)
‘McFarland (AVD 14)
xMeredlth (DD 726)
{Monssen (DD 436)
iPerry (DMS 17)
‘Preston (DD 379)
Seminole (AT 65)
:Spence (DD 512)
‘Strong (DD 467)
iWalke (DD 416)

libraries. Under his supervison, they now appear on this

web site.

Commander Wilde is a life member of the Naval
Historical Foundation and the US Naval Institute.

http://www.destroyerhistory.org/destroyers/research.html

5/9/2007
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