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Subjeet: Report on Action off Cape Esperance, Night of
November 30, 194Z2.

of vessels of suitable types, and particularly destroyers, has
been continuously acute. Nevertheless, I urge that it is
essential that destroyer squadron and division organizations be
respected and that destroyers be held together in the same groups,
gince I consider this absolutely necessary to get the decisive
results of which the type is capable. With great reluctance I
would agree to the reduction of destroyers employed in escorting
noncombatant vessels, although the escorts now assigned are
realized to be less than adequate, if the integrity of destroyer
squadrons and divisions cannot be preserved by other measures. .

Copy to:
CTU 67:2.3
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SECRET

Subjegt:' Report on Action off Cape Esperance, Night of
November 30, 1942.
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Source

PENSACOLA

NORTHANFTON

HONOLULU
MAURY

LARDNER

Enclosure (A), CTF 67 Secret letter Ser. 06

Information

Early in the action saw a MOGAMI or YUBARI
class cruiser very heavily hit - sure it
senk. Saw one other cruiser badly damaged.

Sew a destroyer on fire shortly after our
other cruisers opened fire.

Qur third salvo landed directly on a
destroyer and sank it. Shifted to another
destroyer and it caught fire and vanished.

Fired on two destroyers and saw them sinke.

Saw one Japanese ship burning during gun
action. Saw Honolulu hitting one ship
heavily. Saw one ship break in two and
sink.

A few minutes after our crulsers started
firing, saw three Japanese ships somewhat
to the eastward of ships at which our
first cruisers fired. These three ships
seemed to be still heading to the Eastward,
but the others had stopped or turned west.
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of 9 Dec. 1942.













































"’ CONFIDENTIAL
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30 November 1942.

HONOLULU reported "Possibility bearing 306° T.,
11,000 yards".

HONOLULU reported lights bearing 185° T., identified
as Aola Bay.

HONOLULU reported one plene on port bow.
Set Radar condition THREE.
Changed course by column movement to 520° T,

NEW ORLEANS reported, "Think we have four contacts
on port bow".

Ships left to course 280° T.

Contacts reported by NEW ORLEANS identified as
friendly - Own destroyers in column on 306° T.

Weather: Clearing, clouds broken, visibility improving

G.CCTI LOCOTII
09359 2039
1034 R1354
1043 2145
118 2218
14,80 2880
. 1137 2237
1140 2240
1141 224l
1207 2307
1210 2310
1214 2dl4
121 231
® 125 215
1217 2317
1220 2320
1221 2521
1223 A
12283 2383
1224 238£
1227 2327

rapidly.
CTF 87 reported "Two bogies bearing close to Cape
Esperance”.
Ships right to course 320° T,

DRAYTON repored two bogies bearing 280° T., 13,300
ards and 878" T., 12,800 yards.

rom Fletcher to G "INTE&Q "
Changed course to %%006%1 by ¢o ug%éﬁgggﬂ%n oS AN

CTF 67 directed setting of Radar condition ONE.
Bogie reported bearing 282° T., distance 16,000
clear of Island coming in.

From CTF 67, "Range on bogies is excessive at
present". HONOLUILU reported range 14,600 yards.

Destroyers directed to meke torpedo atteck.

CTF 87 directed, "Stand by" followed almost immediately
by "Commence firing".

HONOLULU reported range as 11,100,

Ships forward in column commenced firing. Enemy
returning fire.

HONOLULU opened fire - Range 9,200 yards.
Range 7,900 yards - closing rapidlye.
















CONFIDENTIAL

1 December 1942. (Continued)

G.C.T. L.C.T,

1520
1531
1600
1700
1705
1710
1811
1820
1829
1845

1933
1935

1936
1941

1945
1950
1959
2000

2008

0220
0231
0300
0400
0405
0410
0511
0520
0529
0545

0633
0635

0636
0641

0645
0650
0659
0700

0708

Many surface contacts - all friendly.
Tulagi reports all clear.

Changed course to 230° T., speed 25 knots.
Changed course to 180° T.

Changed course to 245O p

Changed course to 042° T,

Changed course to 180° T.

Changed course to 266° T.

Changed course to 050° T., speed 28 knots.

Changed course to 0300 T.
Many aircraft contects, all friendly.

Changed course to 067° T.

Sighted smoke bearing 1300 T. (ALCHIBA afire off
Lunga Point).

Changed course to 090° T.

Changed course to 040° T.

Weather: Broken clouds, light haze, good visibility.
Changed course to 065° T,

Changed course to 040° T.

Sighted two destroyers bearing 130° 7,

Changed course to 0900 T. Challenged destroyers

- answered correctly, identified as LARDNER and
LAMSON.

Small boat sighted bearing 200° T.
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