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ENSIGN HENRY CLAY DREXLER, U.S. NAVY (DECEASED)

Ensign Drexler, born in Braddock, Pennsylvania, August 7, 1901, was appolinted
to the U.S. Naval Academy from Delaware in 1920, He was graduated and commlssioned
Ensign in June, 1924, and for several months was under imstruction at the Navy Yard,
New York, New York. On October 4 he joined the U.S.S. TRENTON, light cruiser. Six-
teen days later, October 20, 1924, Ensign Drexler, while serving as one of the hun-
nery observers during trial firing of the TRENTON's guns, attempted to extinguish
8 charge of powder which had been accidentally ignited In a powder hoist. He was

killed in the explosion.

For his heroism on this occasion, Ensign Drexler was posthumously swarded
the Navy Cross by the Navy, and by Act of Congress, February 9, 1933, he was post-

humously awarded the Medal of Honor, with similar citations. The citation for

the Medal of Honor follows:

"For extraordinary heroism in the line of his profession on

the occasfon of a fire on board the USS TRENTON. At 3:35 on
the afterncon of 20 October 1924, while the TRENTON was preparing
to fire trial installation shots from the two six inch guns

in the forward twin mount of that vessel, two charges of powder
ignited. Twenty men were trapped in the twin mount. Four died
almost immediately and ten later from burns and inhalation of
Elame and gases. The six others were severely injured. Ensign
Drexler, without thought of his own safety, on seeing that the
charge of powder for the left gun was ignited, jumped for the
right charge and endeavored to put it in the {mmersion tank.
The left charge burst into flame and ignited the right charge
before Ensign Drexler could accomplish his purpose. BHe met his
death while making a supreme effort to save his shipmates.”

A destroyer, the U.S.S. DREXLER, (DD-741) named in honor of Ensign Drexler,
will be launched soon at the plant of the Bath Iron Works Corporation, Bath,

Maine, when his mother, Mrs. Louis A. Drexler, of Burwood, Dever, Delaware, will

act as sponsor,






Mrs. Louls A. Drexler was selectaed by the Navy Department to sponsor a des-
troyer named after her son, Ensign Henry Clay Drexler, USN. She christened
the U,5.5, Drexler (DD-741) at the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, on Septem-
ber 3, 1544, Ensign Drexler graduated from the U.S. Nava! Academy in 1924,
only Ffour months before he was kifled. (Official U.S8., Navy Photograph.)







The 2,200=-ton, Allen M. Sumner-class destroyer USS Drexler (DD=-741) as
she sild down the ways into the Kennebec River at Bath, Maine, on Sep-
tember 3, 19k, Just ten weeks later, she hoisted her commission pen-
nant at the Boston Navy Yard on November 1t4th, Cdr. Ronald Lee Wilson,
USN, in command. (Official U.S. Navy Photograph)
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DESTROYER SLIDES
FROM IRON WORKS
 SUNDAY AT NOON

Drexler Named
Honor of Navy
Hero

in

A mother, whose son gave his
life in 4 brave and desperate at-
tempt o save.the lives of 20 .of
his shipmates, acted as sponsor
at the launching Sunday at the
yard of the Bath Iron Works
Corporation, of one more fast
and powerful first line destroyer,
the USS Drexler, named for this
heroic young lad, Ensign Henry
Clay Drexier, USN. Not in the
stress and self sacrifieing atmos-
phere of battie was this brave
deed tonsumated, but in the nor-
mal and peacetime line of duty
20 years ago. Ensign Drexler on
Oct. 15, 1924, was a member of
the forward gun turret crew of
the cruiser USS Tremton in 2
routine gunnery practige maneu-
ver. The crew was preparing to
fire the gung on the twin mount
in this turret when two charges
of powder Dbecame jgnited,
Twenty men were trapped, four
dving almost immediately, 10
later from Inhalation of flames
and. gases .and six survivors be-
ing severely imjured, Ensign
Drexler jumped for the charge

o! powder on the right side of
the turret and while endeavor-
ing to put it in an emersion tank,
the right hand charge exploded
and ignited the charge Drexler
was attempting to extinguish.

The Navy Cross and Med2l of
Honor were posthumousiy
awarded the 23-year-old Anna-
polis graduate, a native of Brad-
dock, Pa., for his extiraordinary
heroism aboard the Trenton to
which he had reported from the
New York Navy vard a month
before.

Ensign Drexler's.mother, Mrs.
Louis Ashion Drexler of Dover,
Del., was accompanied to Bath
for the launching by her hus-
band, Lt. Comdr. Louis A. Drex-
ler, USN, brother of the late En-
sign Drexler and whe is on ac-
tive duty with an- omphibious
force in the Pacific. Also in the
party was Miss Ann Scoit of
Bethany, Beach. Del,, a friend,

A beautiful late Summer day
presented n perfect setling for
the launehing of this 15th de-
sirover Lo go over from the locnl
shipbuilding plant this year.. I3y
2.80 In the afternoon, the time of
the launching, the Carlton bridge
and Mainc Central Rallroad sta-
tion platform was lined with in-
teregied spectators who were af-
forded an* excellent view ns the
craft slid from the northemmost
ways of the big shipyard.

The Drexler’s lnunching kept
the Bath Iron Works' production
schedule up with jts 1843 record,
despllc 1 moppower shoriage
which the company Is trying
hard to overcome.nt this time,







—CONFHEEMT AL pace_2
NAVAERS- 13 [REV. 1-44) DECK LOG—REMARKS SHEET

UNITED STATES SHIF DREXLER Tuesday 14 Hov, rodely
{Dap) (Dote) (Afonch)

1445 Destroysr with Hull Number 242 from Bath Iron Vorks moored portside to cn west sids of Pier
2, Boston Navy Yard. Ship cleared of visitors and working crew from Bath Iron Worka.,
1500 The officers and men of the USS Drexler detail, marine guard of honor and band fell
in on the fantail, 1505 Reer Admiral Felix Gygax, USN, Commondant of the First Naval Distrct
and hls alde came aboard. 1508 Commender R.L. Wilson, USN, Prospective Commanding Officer
reported ready for commissioning. 1511 Admiyal Gygax read the comasicning directive and
ordared that the ship be placed in cemmission as the United States Ship DREXIER. 1515 National
anthem played by band. Colors and e¢ommission pennant hoisted, 1518 Flag of Rear Admiral Felix
Gygax, USN, Commendant of the First Naval District broken in USS Drexler. 1520 Invocation
delivered by Chaplain. 1525 Admiral Gygax addreassed the ship's company. 1530 Admlral Gygax
turned the ship over to Commander Wilson., 1532 Commander Vilson read his ordsrs and accapted
command of the USS DREXLER, 1535 First watch posted and inapected. Lt. Q.M. s USN took
the firat match as officer of the deck / -

RZG. BIDWELL,It.Cdr,,USH.

12-16 Moored with standard mooring lines. Recelving sll ssrvices from deck. Personnel attachad to
this vessel are (Officers as on sttached addenda. For anlisted men refer to Recelving Station
{Fargo Building) Boston, Masa. orders NM&/P16-4/MM of 1l November and Receiving Ststiom, Bath,
Maine orders NMSL/P16-3/MM of 14 November 1944.) 1535 Inspected the first wateh. 1545 commls-
sloning ceromonles ¢ompleted. 1550 Rear Admiral Fellx Gygex, USN, Commandant of the First
Haval Distriet and his elde left the ship., Flag of Rear Admliral Felix Gygax, USHN, was hauled
down and commlssion pennant was hoisted. 1555 Ship opened to inapection by Commlssioning

gueata. @ %pj’;’i&.’

C.M. LEE, Lieut, USN.

16-20 Hoored as before. 1652 Ship cleared of cormissioning guests. 1715 Commenc oading stores.
1930 Mustered crew on stations; no unauthorized absentees. . .

W.Te MeQUILKIN,Lt.(Jg),USHR

20-24 MNoored. 2130 Completed loading stores. g
N. M. PAPWUSNR.

AFFROVED: EXAMINED:
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NAVPERE = 130 (REV, (=44} DECK LOG—LIST OF OFFICERS m
STTAChEY TS5 on Boamn THE u.s.8 DREXTER (DD7L1) COMMANOED

oy R. L. FILSCN, Commander,

uU. B. N, DURING THE FERIOD COVERED BY THISE LOG BPOOK, WITH DATE oF
REFCRTING FOR GUTY. DETACHMENT. oM DEATH, rRom L1 NOvember _ _edl 1o —3—___.___0 Novenber o bd
) DATE OF REPORT- !
ING ON BOARD
NAME AND FILE NUMBER RANK D ACagT FRIMaRY NAME, RELATL?:?(STH};# Ki% ADDRESS OF
(Show File No. below name) (Jsj'?b:l::'ﬂ"m! : (Show address ot which BuPers may moxt readily
ng dnh)’ commvnicale with next of kin in an emargency)
TTILSON, R. O, |Comdr, 14 Nov, 1944 Commanding Fritzl Louise Wilson {Wife)
m516 Of ficer 1935 Bonsalle St,
= |Log Angeles (7), Calif,
BIDVELL, R. G. |Lt.Comdr, 14 Nov. 1944 Executive Helen Jane Didwel], (wife)
81281 Officer. The Anchorage, New City,
Nevigater, Roekland count s N. X,
IEE, C. ¥. |Lieut, 1 Rov. 1944 Gunnery Rose Margeret Lee (wire)
123392 : Officer.
HICES, E. 0, |Liewt.” [ Fov, 19| Ist Liewt & (Wife)
126827 Damage Contro
Offlcer
WRATHERLY, E. N, |Liewt. P4 Nov, 1944 Engineer Beverley (n) Weatherly  (Wife)
104976 Officer. 520 Tecan Street
rein
RUPERT, Jr, w.D, |Lieut, L, Nov, 1944 Amst. Gunnery g;é Walters]:. Su‘llﬂ,ﬁrt (Mother)
165770 Cfficer. “tm}?g; & N
VALLACE, Jr, A. 3. |Lieut, 1/, Nov. 1944 Communicationd Eleanor Bemnett Wallace (Vife)
170860 | Officer, T3 Sumac Street
E._Gloucester, Mass.
McQUILKIN, . T. |Lt.(jg) [4 Nov, 1944 Torpedo D, E, MeQUILKIN {Father)
188349 : Officer, 405 Wasl:ingﬂfon Ave,
NIILY, J. 6. |Lt.(Jg) [4 Nov, 1944 Asst. Novigatdr Mrs. Joseph Riley {(Mother)
185689 gukerceptor Saevage, Mimmesota
icer,
KAYE R. 5, (Lt.(jg) [ Now., 1944 Radio ‘Mz, Harry Kaye {Father)
1/;1&5.9 Specialist 36 Browne StTeet
Brookline, Mass,
LEV/IS K. B, |Lt.(Jg) B4 Nov. 1944 Asst, Gunnery |Tris Keen Lewis (Vifae)
202270 Officer 422/, 2rd Rd, Apt. #1
N, Arlington, Va,
100D, G, W. |Lt.(Jg) Q4 Nov. 1944 Navigator Beulah S. Hood (Mother)
269700 ‘ Asst, 527 S, Florida Ave.
Columbpg, Kanses
TARRICK, F. W, !Ensign [I} Nov, 1944 Asst. Eng.  [Edna Cerman Varrick (Vire)
326832 Offiger, 620 Kansas Ave,
inl qenbm-g‘ Calarada
FORGES D. H. |Ensi Now, 1 Asst. Commun. [Florence Maxine Forbes (Wife)}
37731;’ en 14 944 Officer. 112 Veazle Street
01d Town, Maine
FELIES, A, W, |Ensien 14 Now, 1944 Sound Officer |Nicholas R, Feltes {Father)
339432 ¢/e Bastian Worley and Co. Ine.
Ta 'Pn'r"f'rsr’ Tndians
STALTER H, G, |Ensign 14 Nov, 1944] Asst.Gunnery |(Irene Esther Stalter (Tife)
336096 Off , -Recog,Of J208 W, Washington St.
Lt .111um, Off, |[Lisbon, Ohie
HILL P.' D, |Ensi Fov, Rodar Officer [Helen Josephine Hi1l (Wife)
336138 Po |Eneign {4 Nov. 1944 (AE) 33 Waterford St.
Tynn, Mago
PAPPAS N. M. |Ensign hJ Nov. 1944] Asst. First Dorothy Maurar Peppas {(ire)
2 g’ lieutenant 3455 S. Hoover
2 9 Los Angeles, Qalif.
KESSOCK, J. M. |Ensign - [4 Yov, 1944/ Asst.Engineer Fﬂrs. Bessle Kessock {Mother)
180441 14 N. Walnut St,
ot Or'angr:’ N, I
GRANT, C. I, [Lt.(jg) {4 Nov. 1944(Supply ard Patridia Donald Grunt (rife)
256291 (sc) Disb, Officer, [L550 La Veredo
Berkeley, Calif,
THOPS0N, P. D. |Lt.(jg) L4 Hov, 1944| Nedicml Mary Lou Thempson (wife)
171,50 (rc) Officer, 82/ E. South Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah
EXAMINED AND FOUND TO BE CORRECE

=

R, G, BIDWVELL, Lieut. Comdr.,  _ u.en

NAVIGATON,






L emamie. i
This completion view of the Allen M. Sumner-class destroyer U.S5.S. Drexter (DD-741) was taken in Boston Har-
Twin 5~in.,/38 gun mounts distinguished this class

bor arfter she was commissioned there on T4 November 1944,
From earlier U.S. destroyers. Other design features were twin rudders, for improved maneuverability, and an

enclosed main-deck passageway providing sheltered access to machinery spaces, an important sarety feature in
The Drexler displaced 2,200 tons and was 376Y% feet long. (Officiatl U.S. Navy Photograph.)

heavy seas.







Division of Naval History
Ships' Histories Section
Navy Department

HISTORY OF USS DREXLER (DD 741)

Having served for only six months during World War II, the destroyer
USS DREXLER had a brief though busy career. She was sunk by a Kamikaze plane
during the operations at Okinawa.

USS DREXLER was named in honor of Ensign Henry Clay Drexler, USN. Ensign
Drexier was born on 7 August 1901 in Braddock; Pennsylvania, and was appointed
midshipman in 1920. He was awarded the Medal of Honor and Navy Cross for ex-
traordinary heroism aboard USS TRENTON on 20 October 1924. He was killed in
an effort to save shipmates after two charges of powder had ignited as USS
TRENTON was preparing to fire trial installation shots from her 6-inch guns.

The keel of the destroyer DREXLER was laid on 24 April 1944. She was
launched on 3 September 1944 with Mrs. Louis A. Drexler, mother of the ship's
namesake, serving as sponsor.

DREXLER was first commissioned on 14 November 1944 at the Navy Yard,
Boston, Massachusetts. Commander R. L. Wilson, USN, assumed command of the
new destroyer as her first commanding officer.

A fitting out period was conducted from 14 November through 5 December
1944. The destroyer sailed on her shakedown cruise on the 5th for Bermuda,
arriving there on the 8th.

Shakedown was completed in Bermuda on 9 January 1945, and DREXLER got
under way for the Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, for post-shakedown avail-
ability. The nine-day post-shakedown availability was completed on 20 Janu-
ary, when the ship sailed for Hampton Roads, Virginia.

DREXLER got under way on 23 January in company with SHUBRICK, escorting
the carrier BON HOMME RICHARD en route to Port of Spain, Trinidad. After
their arrival, the ship sailed with SHUBRICK en route to the Canal Zone.

The destroyer remained in Balboa from 2 to 10 February, when she got
under way for San Diego, California. DREXLER had a 3-day availability after
her arrival at the Repair Base, in San Diego. On the 13th she set course for
Pearl Harbor.

DREXLER conducted antiaircraft gunnery practice and shore bombardment
exercises in the Hawaiian Islands area during her stay in Pearl Harbor. The
ship sailed again on 23 February 1945, en route to Guadalcanal in company
with Task Unit 12.5.8. This Task Unit was composed of SUWANEE and CHANANGO.

DREXLER next sailed to Ulithi, departing on 27 March 1945, en route to
Okinawa. Upon her arrival at Okinawa the destroyer assumed patrol duties on
a radar picket station.

At 0831 on the morning of 4 May, the radar scope picked up an enemy plane
at a distance of approximately 32 miles. When the plane came within range,
DREXLER immediately commenced firing all guns. The enemy aircraft commenced






-2- USS DREXLER (DD 741)

attacking USS WADSWORTH. Numerous 40-millimeter hits were observed. DREXLER
ceased firing when WADSWORTH came into her direct line of fire. The enemy
aircraft was seen to crash close aboard the port quarter of WADSWORTH.

As the plane crashed, lookouts reported another plane at a distance of
approximately five miles. However, the plane turned and fled before she could
be fired upon. .

The next action for DREXLER occurred on 28 May 1945. On this date
DREXLER, together with USS LOWRY, sailed from the transport area at Hagushi
Beach, Okinawa, and proceeded to their assigned Radar Picket Station.

At approximately 0700 on this date, an enemy plane identified as a "Nick"
was sighted at a range of seven miles, and at an altitude of 2,000 feet. As
DREXLER was about to open fire, four Combat Air Patrol planes attacked the
enemy aircraft and shot it down. BAs this plane was observed going down, a
second plane was sighted on the starboard bow of the column. This plane, a
twin-engine bomber, started its approach in a long shallow glide, circling
toward the head of the column.

As there was no time to execute a column movement, DREXLER came sharply
to the left, and opened fire at the same time the aircraft dove on LOWRY. The
plane missed LOWRY, passing directly over her. It almost crashed and seemed
to stumble into DREXLER in its effort to recover.

DREXLER checked her fire momentarily as the plane passed over LOWRY, then
opened fire again as the plane came in. The plane crashed into the starboard
side. The side of the ship was holed from about ten feet into the forward
engine room to abaft the after engine room.

The auxiliary steam lines in the engine rooms and the main steam lines in
the after fireroom were ruptured. The 40-mm. gun from Mount No. 43 was blown
fram its foundation, and some of the persornnel were knocked off the mount.

The 40-mm. gun in Mount No. 44 was put out of action due to the explosion
of 40-mm. ammunition in the vicinity. In the area where the plane hit the
ship was sprayed with gasoline which started fires. The repair party brought
the fire under control expeditiously and had it out before the second plane
hit.

When the second plane hit, a large volume of steam was noted comlng from
the engineering spaces on the starboard side. Realizing it would be impossi-
ble to maintain the speed of 25 knots, and in order not to drain all the steam
from the boilers, two-thirds standard speed was rung up immediately. This was
a precautionary measure until some information could be obtained on the extent
of the damage.

Within a half minute after this plane hit, a second bomber was sighted
making a dive on USS LOWRY, which was on DREXLER's starboard beam. The plane
was taken under fire and numerous hits were observed, which caused it to spin
in astern of LOWRY and splash.

Following this, all main power in the forward section of the ship was
lost. None of the persomnel in this part of the ship survived. At 0703 a






~3- USS DREXLER (DD 741)

third bomber was sighted on the starboard bow at a distance of approximately
10,000 yards.

The bomber made a circling approach in a shallow glide to come in from
dead ahead. The fighter planes and DREXLER's gunfire caused the plane to
miss on the first pass. The kamikaze bomber made another suicide run down the
port bow, banked, and passed directly over the ship, just aft of the No. 2
stack. The 20-mm. guns on the port side fired on the bomber, and many hits
were scored.

The Japanese bomber then managed to level off, circle around and come in
from ahead. Having just missed the bridge, the plane clipped the signal hal-
yards and crashed into the boat davits and superstructure deck just abaft the
midships passageway. There was a tremendous explosion which rocked the ship
violently from stem to stern. Parts of the ship were blown hundreds of feet
into the air. This bomber was heavily loaded and apparently the explosion
blew off the sides of the ship.

DREXLER, which already had a small 1list to the starboard, was a little
down by the stern, and was starting to list rapidly to the starboard.
Personnel were forced to start abandoning ship upon their own initiative.

The destroyer turned over flat on her starboard side and then sank stern
first, disappearing from sight 49 seconds after the second suicide hit. Many
men were trapped because of the quickness with which the ship sank. The
rapidity with which the ship rolled over made it difficult for the trapped men
to get up ladders, through a hatch, or even climb across the deck bulkhead or
overhead.

LCS(L) 114 recovered approximately 150 survivors of USS DREXLER. LCS(L)s
55 and 56 recovered the remaining survivors.

USS DREXLER earned one Battle Star on the Asiatic-Pacific Area Service
Medal for participating in the Okinawa Gunto Operation during the period 25
March to 28 May 1945.

* Kk k Kk k x

STATISTICS
OVERALIL LENGTH 376 feet
BEAM 40 feet
SPEED 34 knots
DISPLACEMENT 2,200 tons

* % % * * *

Compiled: June 1953

Retyped: January 1998
E. A. Wilde, Jr.






U.S5.5. Drexier (DD=741)

Obituary for Captain Ronald L. Wilson, USN (Ret.)*
1909-1966

Command ing Officer: 14 November 1944 to 28 May 1945

RONALD LEE WILSON ‘32

Capt. Ronald L. Wilson, USN (Ret.), of Alma-

dena, Calif., died of a heart attack at Pasadena on
18 Jan.

Capt. Wilson was born in Marion, Ill., and was
graduated from the Naval Academy in 1932.
He attended the University of Southern Illinois
before entering the Academy, and later attended
the Naval Postgraduate School at Annapolis and
received his Master’s degree in radio engineering
from Harvard University, He was serving on the
Staff of Commander Destroyers, Bartle Force,
Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor at the time of the
Japanese attack. He remained there until Novem-
ber 1942 when he served on the Staff of the Repre-
sentative of Commander Destroyers, Pacific Fleet
in the South Pacific.

After commanding USS Semmes he took over
the command of the DREXLER, which was sunk in
May 1945 by kamikazes. After hospitalization on
Saipan he had duty in the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations, then served on the staff of
Commander First Task Fleet, and the Staff of the
Commander-in-Chief, Pacific. He also served in
the Office of Naval Material. For services during
the war he was awarded the Silver Star Medal.

Survivors include his widow, Fritzi Louise, of
2910 Santa Rosa Ave., Altadena; three sons: Lt.
James R. Wilson '60, John Allen and Jack Lowell
Wilson, and a daughter, Mrs, James N, Jean.

* Shipmate magazine, April 1966
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2,200=-ton U.5.5. Drexler {(DD=-7&1 ) off Cape Efizabeth, Maine, dur
trial run in November 1S4k, This aerial view shows all of her 4O-mm., Bo-
fors gun mounts: Mounts 41 and 42 (twins) abreast the forward funnel, and
Mounts 43 and b4 (quads) oPPset abaft the second funnel. The three anti-
aircraft guns on her FPantail are 20-mm.'s.

b
ing a

{U.S. Navy Photograph.)
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The 40-mm Bofors gun fired a two-pound explosive shei! with an effective range
of about 2,800 yards. It was primarily an antiaircrart weapon, but destroyers
also used their 40-mm’s against enemy strongpoints when they provided c¢lose-in
gunf ire support during landings. The gun crew for a twin mount consisted of a
pointer, a trainer, a gun captain and four loaders (two for each barrel). Ths
8ofors was capable of firing about 160 rounds/barreil/minute, but the number of
rounds actually Pired depended on the ability of the loaders to provide an un-
intarrupted supply of ammunit ion. {Orticial U.5. Navy photograph.)







In 1941 the 20-mm Oer/ikon air-cooled machine gun began to repliace the ,50C-cal.
water-cooled machine gun as the Navy's standard fight antiaircraft weapon. (It
was also called a machine cannon because it Pired explosive shells.) This ear-
ly Mark & version with an opan-ring sight required a four-man crew: the qunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gqun carriage) and two loaders.
when fitted with the Mark t4 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was dlso required to enter range data. The Qerl! ikon had an aeffect ive range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (Official USN Photo.)







Excerpt from Destroyers fn Action
by Richard A. Shafter.*

“d Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Mention the word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picture of a lirrle ship sream-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battlewagon’s heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the lirde ship is tossing like a cork, with the whire
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard o starboard. There are 2 couple of
splashes on her portside and a moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tin fish she has sent on their
voyage of destruction. And 2 shorr while Jater there

is a terrific crash, The enemy’s sides and decks are -

clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards aparr. And another naval
bartle is won.

It is an inspiring picrure that has adomned many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it'’s even more romantic than the calendar arrist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “tincan.” One thing, however, can
be s2id for it: it's most versadle. If Kipling’s crack
about the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glimour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she's a work-
horse.”

Puliing binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on its way to church, it's
all one to a farmer’s workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine patrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed pattern all over the spor
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater raider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on a convoy of merchanunen: running breath-
lessly and tongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and then tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
homed eggs to drop in waters the enemy’s fleet is cer-
tain to traverse. Then again, they might give her 2

*New York: Cornell Maritime Press, 1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her our to sweep the
channels leading to 2 new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown there, and
then the next day convert her into a fast ort and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yer on their way with reen-
forcements, supplies, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
that has landed them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or 5-inch guns
are capable of.

Then again, on dury with a task force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the actual engagement begins, throwing a smoke
screen around the carrier or battlewagon to spoil the
enemy's gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
bartleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it's the destroyer
that rushes in close, though the hear may blister whar
pacches of paint are still left on her sea-bitren plates,
and takes off the men sdll lefr alive after the unsuc-
cessful bartle to save their doomed ship. As the huil of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the tide,
a roaring inferno, yet stil floaung, it is the destroyer's
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
botrom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands,

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer’s lot. Many a flier, shor down by ack-
ack or forced down in a gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefarigable DD would not
give up the search. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ren gallons of ice cream for her wardroom becarne
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid to a
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DD’s do it!” has almost become axiomaric
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly un-
pleasant or difficuit job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverability, their relatively high firepower

OVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy’s true “expendables.”

The spiric of the little ships reflects itself in that of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bit apart from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do withoutr many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man might get a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yet the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it’s a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his parricular trade imposes upon him. He’s
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “sofries.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Parrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. Bur ler somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn't ap-

plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and

extremely critical reciral of his ship’s famed acdon, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nuwshell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer yon know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gotra be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, bur of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of wriring like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a little ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of duty
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Batdeships are a lirdle like steel cities or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields.

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clean lines of her, in
her speed and roughness, in her curious gallantry.”
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The U.85.S5. Drexier (DD-741) was lost in the Pacific War'!s Final cam-
paign, at Okinawa, 300 miles south of Japan's home island of Kyushu.

Ok inawa was invaded on f April! 1945 because the Allies needed a major
air and naval base for the assauit on Japan, planned for later in the year.
There were five airfields in this island group and two protected bays on
the main istand!s southeast coast - plus a large sheitered anchorage at
Kerama Retto, 15 miles to the west.

This victorious Campaign ended officially on 2 July 1945, after 30
naval ships and craft had been sunk and 368 damaged. Close to 5,000 saii-
ors were killed and an equal! number were wounded,
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DD7L1/49-8/ U.5.5. DREXIZER (DD 7.41) CO P Y

Serial 0115-45 Care of Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California,

e ASSIFIED a0

From: Commanding Officer.
To: Commander~In~Chief, United States Fleet.
Via: (1) Commander Destroyer Squadron Sixty-Three,

(2) Commander Task Group Thirty-One Point Five.
(3) Commander Task Force Thirty-One.

(4) Commander Third Fleet.
(5) Commander-In~-Chief, U.3, Pacific Fleet.

Subject: Action Reports, for period 23 February 1945 to
28 May 1945.

Reference: (a) U.5, Navy Regulations, 1920, Article 712,874(6).
(b) Pacific Fleet Confidential letter 1CL~45.

1. (a) During the period 23 February 1945 to 26 March 1945,
this vessel operated with Carrier Division 22 during the rehearsal for,
and movement to staging points for the occupation of Okinawa. From 27
Harch 1945 to 2 liay 1945 this vessel operated with Carrier Division 22
during the approach to Okinawa and while that unit served as Support
Carrier Unit Three for the occupation.

(b) The DREXLER was part of the A/S and AA screen of Sup-
port Carrier Unit Three and also acted as plane guard. The ships of this
force were never under direct attack during the period covered by thia
report, although many enemy alrcraft were picked up by radar and on sever-
al. occasions enemy planes closed to short range at night. No bonafide
submarine contacts were made by vessels in the screen. This vessel sank
three enemy horned-type drifting mines in the waters off Okinawa. - The
DREXLER also served as screen for the USS SANGAMON (CVE 26) during two
rearming trips to Kerama Retto and was detached from duty with Support
Carrier Unit Three on 2 lay 1945 after escorting the USS CHEHANGO (CVE

28) to Kerama Retto.

2, During the period 2 May 1945 to 28 May 1945 this vessel
operated under Commander Task Group 51.5 and Comuander Task Group 3l1.5
as a Radar Picket Support ship, and in the Transport screens and also
participated in the occupation of Torl Shima. All of the action reports
for individual actions during this period had not been completed when
the ship sank, and the data used to compile the reports as well as one
of the officers concerned were lost. As it is impossible to reconstruct
these reports except for the barest outline, the actions are cited below
together with other ships which were in company sq that reference may be
made to reports submitted by these ships.,






DD74L1/49-8 U.5.5. DREXLER (DD 74L1)

I EEEASSIFIED
Subjecf’: Action Reports, for period 23 February 1945 to
28 Hay 1945
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(a) From 3 to 7 May, the DREXLER was Redar Picket Support
ship in Radar Picket Station Nos. 3 and 5. In Redar Picket Station No.
5, this vessel assisted in shooting down one Zeke which crashed closo a-
board the USS WADSTORTH (DD 516). An action report for this period was

submitted,

(b) About 10 to 12 May, the DREXLER was a part of the force
under Commander Destroyer Squadron 63, Captain GC.A. Buchanan, USN, which
occupied Tori Shima, No action report submitted.

(c) About 14 to 18 lay, the DREXLER was Radar Picket Support
ship in Radar Picket Station No. 15. The USS GAINARD (DD 706) was the
Radar Picket. This group was under attack for threc nights, approximately
four hours each night. The DREXLER splashed one twin engine bomber close
astern and assisted in splashing two other enemy planes, type unknown. No
action report submitted.

(d) About 24 to 26 May, the DREXLER was Radar Picket Support
ship in Radar Picket Station No, 15. The USS AMMEN (DD 527) was the Radar
Picket and the USS STORIES (DD 7e0) was also a support ship and OTC. This
group was under attack for about nine hours the first night. Results of
firing werc undetermined except for ons possible splash. The USS STORMES
(DD 780) was hit the next morning and was relieved by the USS BOYD (DD 54k)

(ComDesDiv 92)., No action report submitted.

(e) At other times, when not on Picket duty, this vessecl was
in the transport AA screen and inner and outer transport screens, on onz
‘occasicn taking onc cnemy plane under fire at night with undetermined
results, No action reports submitted.

(£) An action repcrt ccvering the engagement on 28 May 1945
during which the DREXIER was sunk has been submitted.

R. L. WILSON
Comdr., USN

Copy to:
ComInCh - Advance-Direct (1)
CinCPac - Advance-Direct (3)
ComDesPac -~ Direct (1)
ComCorDiv-22 - Direct (1)

e






CDS63/A16~3 COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRCON 63

Serial: 0104
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

n.o-N-F-I—D-E—N-T“—QE‘@LA S S 1 F l E D

Second Endorsement to:

CO DREXLER Conf. 1ltr.,
DD741/49-8, Serial 0115-45
of 16 July 1945.

From: Commander Destroyer Squadron SIXTY-THREE,
To: Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.
Via: (1) Commander ’h'amporb Screen (CTG 31.5).

(2) Commander FIFTH Amphibious Force (CTF 31).
(3) Commander THIRD Flest.
(4) Commander-in-Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet,

Subject: USS DREXLER(DD741); Action Reports, for period 23 February to
28 May, 1945,
Reference: (a) CTG 51.24(ComDesDiv 126) serial G2 of 15 May, 1945 (Action
Report-Capture of Tori Shima, Okinawa Gunto, 11~13 May, 1945).
1. Forwarded.
2. Reference (a) covers the performance of the USS DREXLER while

cperating directly under the command of ComDesRon 63(then ComDesDiv 126) as a
unit of the Tori Shima Attack Group (TG 51.24), 11-13 May, 1945.

3. The DREXLER'S performance of duty during this period was at all
tinmes outstanding and contributed to the success of the operation.

Cf(aw&ﬂ Q. 6“*%‘1«%

CHARIES A. BUCHANAN

Copy to:
ComDesPac
Comdr, Honald L. Wilson, USN

¢/o BuPers,






W NTOTHO |

USS DREXLER 00 741

SERIAL 0709-45 | 12 MAY 1945

ACTION REPORT = ANTI1-AIRCRAFT ACTION OF 4 MAY 1945

COVERS ACTION WHILE PATROLLING IN
RADAR PICKET STATION FOR OKINAWA
OPERATION IN TASK GROUP 51,5.
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DD741/A9=8/A16=3/den
Serial: 0109=45

U. S. S. DREXLER
c/o Fleet Post Office
San TFrancisco, Calif.

From: The Commanding Officer, U.S5.S. DREXLER (DD7L1).
To : . The Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.
Via : (1) Commander, Task Unit 51.5.
(2) Commander, Task Force 51.
(3) Conmander, FIFTH Fleet.,
Subject: Action Report - Anti-Aircraft Action of 4 May 1945,

Reference: (a) PacFlt Conf. ltr 1CI-45.

Enclosure: L/(M’ Subject report.

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report
(Enclosure A) of action against an air attack (single suicide bomber)
on the morning of 4 May 1945 is submitted.

gL .

ce: ComInch {Readiness Division)(I)
CinCPac (3)
ComDesPac (1)
ComDesRon 63 (1)

FILMED






DD741/

U. S. S. DREXLER
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

=Airer A R -

1, On the morning of 4 May 1945, this vessel in compary with the U,S.S.
WADSWORTH (DD516) was patrolling in Reder Picket Station #3 modified,lat, 26° 391 N,
Long, 1280 22' E, This vessel was in condition I Eagy, At 0831 the C Radar picked
up a bogle bearing 040°T, distant 32 miles. Control was coached on target and com-
menced tracking. Control,while in full Rader control lost the target at 14,000 yards,
Combat next reported bogle at 3 miles, At this time enemy plans was sighted *isually
by control es it emerged from cloud cover, Ensmy plane immediately started a 30° dive.
This vessel commenced firing all guns, The enemy plane then definitely cormitted it~
self to attacking the WADSWORTE, Hits by this vessel's 40mm were observed, Control
did not get solution until after firing commenced, Several 5" bursts wers seen olose
astern of target, but did not contirbute to deatruction of the target. Fire by this
vessel was ceased as WADSWORTH came into line of fire, The ememy plans, a Zeke, was seer
to crash close aboard the port quarter of the WADSWORTH, As the plane crashed, lookouts
reported amother plane bearing 175°T, at approximately 54 miles, position angle 3, This
plane turned and fled before fire could be opened,

2, This force consisted of the U.S.S. DREXILER (OTC) as fire support ship,
U,S,5, WADSWORTH acting as fighter director ship, end U.S.S. 10S(L) 52, U.S.S. LSH(R)
197, U.S.S, 16S(L) 18, and U,S,S. ICS(L} 85; operating in accordance with orders of
G.T.G. 5145« This vessel got underway at 1055I, 3 May from Hegushi Anchorage, Okinawa,
Ryukyus Islamie to relieve the U.S.S. SPROSTON (DDSW) as support vessel on Radar Picket
station #3 arriving on station at 15371, 3 May 1945. Previous to this time, and during
the present operation, this vessel had operated with Task Unit 52,1,3. Every opport-
unity to track air targets, both visually and by radar, was used, Other than one twrst
practice, smoke bomb practice and sinking miscellanecus floating objects, no actual fir-
ing practice had been conducted since 27-28 March after leaving Ulithi,

Our forces at the outset of the action consisted of the V.S5.S5, DREXLER
(DD741), U.S.S. WADSWORTH (DD576) 1000 yards on the port quarter of this vessel, and
U.s.8. 165(L) 52, U.S,.S. LSH(R) 197, U.S.8. ICS(L) 18, U.S.S. 16S(L) 85 in colunn, bear=
ing 258°T, distance 4 miles. This force patrolling in assigned area Lat, 26°38'N, Long.
1280°21'E. Enemy forces sighted consisted of two Zekes,

3. Feather on the morning of /4 May was as follows: Surface visibility was uh-
limited, the eky was 6/10 covered by cummlus and semi-cummlus clouds, wind was 7-10 kta.
from 050°T, Sea was fairly calm, This vessel steaming at 10 kts. on various courses
in condition I Easy. At 0831 CIC reported a bogle bearing 042, distence 33 miles R
closing, When bogie wes 25 miles distant, control was coached on target and solution
obtained soon after. This vessel increased speed to 25 kits. and changed course to Q90°T
to put target on the port beam. At 14,000 yards, the target still could not be seen
visually because of cloud formation and at this time control lost the target. CIC ate
tempted to coach control back on the target and reported range as 7,000 yards, At this
time eontrol sighted target visually and as soon as guns ware on target, commenced fir-
ing., Flot did not have a solution but obtained one while plane was in it's suicide
dive. As the target emerged from the clouds 1t turned toward our force and immediately

ENCLOSURE (A) (1)






DD741/

U, S. S. DREXLER
¢/o Fleet Post Office
Sen Francisco, Calif,

commenced it's dive at angle of approximately 30°. Target angle was 000 and it appeared
that the enemy was diving on this vessel, Soon after cpeming fire the plene turned
alightly and definitely committed itself to diving on the WADSWORTH, All guns wers fir-
ing, although it was outside of 20mm range except for the last few seconds of it's dive.
Hits were observed by this vessels J0mm, 5" bursts were seen close astern of target but
aprarently were not effective, Firing was ceased as the WADSWORTH came into owr line of
fire and the enemy plane, identified as a Zeke, was scen to crash close aboard on the
port quarter of the WADSWORTH, As the enemy plape was in the last few seconds of it's
dive, this vessels lockouts reported an enemy plane bearing 175°T, distant 5 miles, posi-
tion angle 3. Control immediately attempted to pick up target which was on the star-
board beam, but never saw the target, Observers, who did see 1t, reported that it was
definitely an enemy plane, Zeke type, end that as ths 1st Zeke crashed, the secord one
turned and disappeared into cloud cover, CIC did not pick wp this second target. The
Combat Afr Patrol reported other Zeke's in the vicinity but none were aighted,

PN The performance of all CIC and Ordnance material and equipment was excel-
lent, Fire discipline wes good except for 20mm firing beyond their effective ranges,
The 5" battery was fired in full automatic control, master key, rapid contimwus fire,
Range finder ranges were used., AOmm were controlled by Mk.51 Director, 20mm gumers
have constantly been Instructed to use Mk,1; sights, but the majority of them used tracer

control,
Seven 5"/38 cal. projectiles Mk.40 nose fuze and eight 5"/38 cal, projec-
tiles Mk,.18 nose fuze all with SFDN powder; 45 rounds of 40mm and 190 rounds of 20mm

were fired,

Se No demage wes sustained, One Zeke was splashed by this vessel, and
WADSFORTH,
6o It is believed that the two Zekes intended to mzke a coordinated attack

with one diving out of the clouds on the port side and the other making a low appromch

on the starboard side, Apparently they were not timed together and the second Zeke, for
some unknown reason, did not press home it's attack, but fled, Control did not ses tar-
get and consequently did not open fire, For the first few seconds it appeared that the
enemy intended to dive at thie vessel for the target angle was 000, however it definitely
comultied itself to the WADSWORTH after this vessel commenced firing, It is belleved that
this vessel assisted in splashing one Zeke, This was the first action for over 75% of
thie vessel's crew, All hands conducted themselves in accordance with the high traditions
of the U.S. Reval Service,

ENCLOSURE (&) (2)






R.P. 14
. OKINOERABU
l\ SHIMa Y

R.P
s

Ny d
Ve
/o"b.;,
R.P.4
oS
sﬁ}f
o
0g1°T R.R.5
43N, _Q
PT."BOLO" (ZAMPA MISAK]
R.P. IO
—
— TSUGEN
O’— ¢ p // V' Jima
- . R o
/ v ] / / ; : o }‘9‘,
o4 " °
) /4
RPO O/ yd / R.P. 6
S M
@ ‘¥
S S
/ dﬂ. P.?
o
'b‘o;.“\
%! RADAR PICKETS
SIXTEEN RADAR PICKET STATIONS, TO BE OCCUPIED AS
/ DIRECTED BYO.T.C. RADAR PICKETS STEAM WITHIN a
RADIUS OF 5000 YDS. OF CENTER OF STATION,WHICH IS
RPB INDICATED BY BEARING AND DISTANCE FROM POINT “BOLO"
: 20 0 20
SCALE I NAUTICAL MILES

The radar pickets deployed in sixteen stations surrounding Oki-
nawa protected the invasion fleet by giving an early warning of enemy
air attacks. Fighter-director teams were embarked on a destroyer in
every station so that when radar detepted enemy aircraft the combot
air patrol/ (CAP) assigned to their station could be vectored out to
intercept the planes before they could attack the transport and gun-
fire-support ships.

After the initial landings two destroyers were normally assigned
to each station along with several support craft., The latter provige
ed additional ant faircrart firepower, but they soon became knowr as
"Pal| Bearers® due to the frequency of their rescue operations. Six-
teen destroyer types were sunk during the Ok inawa Campa ign from 3/26
to 6/21/45 (12 DD's, 1 DMS, 3 APD!s ), and many more were damaged.







The New York Times, August 13, 1545,

RAMIKAZE FLIERS
SINK THE DREXLER

With-210 Casualties—Third
Foe Hits an a Second Try

"WASHINGTON, Aug, 12 IB—
Three Japanese sulclde bombers
crashed Into the destroyer Drexler
off- Okinawa on May 28 and =zank
her in léess than two minutes with
210 casusities, the Navy reported
#onight.

. The:story was told by the Drex-
ler's skipper, Comdr. Ronald L.
Wilson of Marior, 1., who de-
acribex ax “fantastic’” the action of
the third enemy suicide pilot. The
Japanese flier made two passes at
the crippled veszel befote sending
her t¢ the bottom. )

Commander Wilson ind fifty-one
crew members were woundea and
158 men weer killed Comrmander
Wilson atiributed the high casual-

ties to the rapfdity with which his-

ship sank and the fact'that she
rolled gver almost immediataly, .
The first attack was at"7:02
A. M. The. Drexler bad been at
general quarters all night. One
sulcide plane had been shot down
by combat air patrol when another
appeared. NP
The foe. dived through a.hail of
fire, aimifizg at a companién de-
stroyer 800 yards-away, It missed,
and: the pilot leveled off jyst
enough.fo crash directly iato the
Drexel’a’starboard side.

. Expldding in the after fire room,

the Kamikazs plane also damaged
the. -forward and after engine
rooms. Gasoline fires blazed @p but
were "quickly extinguished, Com-
mander- Wilson laid thlz miccess to
the- dimage control officer, Lisut.
Eugena C. Hicks of La Grange,
Ga, who- was killed soon after-

The second sufcids plane headed
in thirty seconds after the f{rat hit.
Despite power fallure, fires and
shock, the Drexler’'s gunners scoréd
on it with a 3-inch gun and the
enemy's crash did lttle, damage.

Seconds later- the third KaKmi-
kaze attacked. Guns of the Drex-
ler and two Marins Corsair pilotx
scored many hits a2z it came in.
The enemy pilot mixsed his mark
and zoomed over amidships.

“It was so apparent be would
crash that the Marine pilots veered
off,” Commander Wilson said, “But
the Jap didn't crash at all, - He
flew a tight cirele to attack a sec-
ond time. Again the ship's guna
took up the fight with the alert
Marine pilota, who observed what
had happened.

*All dudng the circling man®pu-
ver a few feet abovd the water the
Japanese plane was further rid-
dled, but it completed the circle
and crashed onto the deck of the
Drexler.” ]

. The enemy plane astruck the de-
stroyer at the base of her No, 2
atack. The explosion blew parts
of the szhip hundreds of feet and
started a big fire

. The Drexter rolled :ﬁr rapidly
on her atarboard side her bow
Ufted high out of the water, then
Bank sterm first.

.. The Drexler was buflt at the
Bath Iron Worka, Bath, Me., and
commissiopned on Nov. 14, J.,Bf!u!hi
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U.S.S. DREXLER (bD741)

) Care of Fleet Post Office;
F\ED San Francisco, California,
26 June 1945.

Lo 4 _ ] - 0P "
From: Commanding Officer. ‘mﬁw !NST ssoqzao

Commander-In-Chief, United States Fleet.

DD741/L11

To:
Via: (1) Commander Destroyer Squadron Sixty-Three.
(2) Commander Task Group Thirty-One Point Five.
(3) Commander Task Force Thirty-One.
(§,} Commander Third Flest.
(5} Commander-In-Chief, U.5, Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Action Repert, Involving Loss of U.S.5. DREXLER (DD741).
Reference: (a) U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920, article 712,87h(6).

(b) Pacific Fleet Confidential letter 1CL-45.

ERIEF SUMMARY:

1. (a) In the early morning of 28 May 1945, (East Longitude
date) this vessel in company with the U.S.S. LOWRY (DD770) and LCS(L)55
and LCS(L)56 was patrolling Radar Picket Station No. 15 meodified (Bearing
353° T., distance 40 miles {rom Zampa Misaki Point, Okinnwa Shima, in the
Nansei Shoto) in accordance with verbal orders of Commander Task Group

31.5.

(b) This group was subjected to a heavy, coordinated,
determined attack by approximately six enemy suicide p s+ Initial
contact was made by radar on one or more bogies at 28 miles, bearing 035°
T. On the basis of information obtained on this raid the destroyers
were deployed so as best to bring all guns to bear on the contact,

This raid closed and was sighted visually directly on the starboard
beam of the column formation at about 6-7 miles, and consisted of one
plane, a Nick. As we were about to open fire on this plane 3 or 4 com-
bat Alr Patrol planes attacked it and sent it down in flames. Simul-

~ -taneously, a second plane, a twin engine bomber identified as a Frances,
was gighted visually sharp on the starboard bow of the column at about
7 miles, elevation 2000 feet, circling toward the head of the column
and at the same time in a shallow glide on the destroyers: The DREXLER
came left sharply and opened fire immediately at about 12,000 yards
range, firing directly over the U.S.S. LOWRY as the plane closed. The
plane appeared to be making its suicidal dive on the LOWRY which was
800 yards on the starboard beam of the DREXLER as a result of our turn.
This plane was hit but came on in, missed the LOWRY by a few feet pass-
ing directly over her, and looked as if it was going to crash; however,
it recovered and seemed to stumble into this vessel striking between
the main deck and waterline at frame 114, just slightly forward of the
starboard 40 MM Quad mount. The ship in this vicinity was sprayed with
gasoline which started a fire, but the fire was quickly brought under
control. The starboard 40 M quad was knocked from its foundation, and

-1~






U.S.5. DREZLXR (DD 741)

L ASSIFIED

Action Report, Involv:l.ng Loss of USS DREXLER (DD741)

steam lines in the engine rooms and after fireroam were ruptured. Almost
iumediately a second Frances was taken under fire slightly abaft the
starboard beam as it was diving on the USS LOWRY., This plane was splash-
ed by a direct 5" hit fram the DRIULIR and crashed astern of the LOWRY.

A third Frances was aighted sharp on the starboard bow making a circling
approach in a shallow glide to come in from ahead. By this time the ship
was dead in the water, all 5" mounts were in local control. The Radar
Picket Corsairs plus our own gun Iire farced it to miss this vessel on
its first pass. It came down the port sjde, winged over and crossed the

ship just aft of llo. 2 stack almost st.ri.l-u.ng the water on the starboard
side. It was taken under fire again by the Starboard 20 MM guns and mount

41 twin and one Corsair. Many 20 MM hits from this vessel were observed
at this time, as well as the fire from the Corsair. Although smoking

and apparently about to crash the plane recovered, circled low over the
water, came in from ahead, executed a 90° bank and hit this vessel on the
port side just abaft the m;:.dslu.ps passagevway. The ship was listing slowly
to starboard, and after this second hit turned aver rapidly on its side,
lifted bow h:.gh out of the water and disappearud from sight within 49

seconds.

PRELIMINARIES

2. (a) The U.5.5. DRELER together with the U.5.S. LORY
(DD77G) got underway at @l3@(I), 28 May 1945 from the Transport area at’
Hagushi beaches, Okinawa, in accordance with TBS orders of Commander Task
Group 31.5 and proceeded to Radar Picket Station No. 15 modjfied, arriv-
ing on station at @415 and relieving the U,S.S. AMMEN (DD527) and U.S.S.
BOYD (DD544) (Comdesdiv 92). This vessel wag the picket support and the
Commanding QOfficer, USS DREXLER, was OTC. The USS LOUVHY was the Radar
Picket. The DEEXLER and LOYRY commenced patrolling station in column
formation, 800 yards between ships, on East and West courses reversing
course & hourly' by simultaneous turns. Speed was 15 knots. The U.S.S.
DREXLER was on the Eastern end of the column., The LCS(L)55 and LCS(L)56
were the picket support crait and had been directed to patrol on East~
West courses, raeversing half-hourly, 3-4,000 yards to the Northward.
Since early #orencon of 27 ¥ay the Japs had been very active in the air.
The DREXLER had veen in the Transport ai screen from this time until
about midnight at which time she anchored in the Transport area, The
ship had been at General Quarters or condition ONE Easy since before sun-

set. By @5@¢ 28 May there were no further reports of enemy contacts and
condition ONE Easy was again set.

(b) Previous to this date, since 2 May 1945, this vessel hzc
acted as Radar Picket Support Ship in Rddar Picket Stations Nos. 3 and 5, anc
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twice before in Radar Picket Station No. 15. In Radar Picket Statlion No.
5 this vessel assisted in shooting down one Zeke that crashed about 50
yards off the port quarter of the U.S.S, WaDSHCRTH (DD416). During the
first tour of duty on Radar Picket Station No. 15, we were under attack
for three nights, approximatoly four howrs each nlght. This vessel
splashed cne tW1n-englne bombur clese astern and assisted in splashing
two other enecy planes! type unknown. During the second tour on Radar
Picket station 15, modified, we were under attack for approximately nine
hours the first night Rcsulta of firing were undetermined except for
one possiblie aplash. It should be pointed out that not all Jap planes
are aflame when they crash and it 1s difficult at night to detormine
these splashes, At other times when not on a Radar Picket Station or re-
Plenishing at Kerama Retto this vessel was in the Transport AA screen
and inner and outer Transport sersen, on one occasion taking one enemy
plane under fire at night with undetermined results. Also during this
period the DREXLER ongaged in a shore bambardment during the occupation

of TORI SHIMA
CHRONCLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF THE ACTION

3. (a) On the morning of 28 May 1945 the sky was clear ex-
cept for scattered alto cumulus clouds, surface visibility unlimited,
wind direction Nerth, force 2, seu calm with amall waves. At approximately
#643(I) a bogey contact was picked up on the SC-Radar bearing 0359(T),
distance 28 miles. This vessel, already in condition of readiness ONE-
Easy, went to General Quarters. The course at this time was 0%0°%(T),
The combat Air Patrol investigated this contact andre~

speed 15 knots,
ported a PBM. Upon hearing this report the Commanding Officer reported

to CIC a vapor trail could be seen very high in the same direction and

that it was hls opinion the PEM was not our bogey contact. This was
reported to the U.S.S5, LGRY by CIC. Shortly thereafter a PEM was
At about @658

sighted about five miles distant on a different bearing.
Destroyers executed a reversal of course on signal by simultaneous turns.
The normal time to reverse course according to the patrol plan in effect
was @788, but course was reversed at about @658 in order to keep in close
vicinity of the support craft. Speed was increased to 20 knots at about
this time. "Flash Red-Control Yellow" was sent to the support craft,

As the contact closed a slight change in bearing to the right was noted
(040°(T) ). Based upon this information a change of course of 6Q° to the
right was exccuted by column movement at about @055 in order to put the
contact abeam of the column. The cowrse was then 330°(T). Speed was in-
creased to 25 knots. Almost immediately after increasing speed an enemy
plane identified as a NICK was sighted bearing about 060°(T), range 7
miles, elevation about 2000 fect. The time was approxlmdtely @798, As
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we were about to open fire on this plane 3, or 4, CAP planes attacked it
and sent it down in flames. Its target angle was 000° when sighted. As
this plane was observed definitely going down, a second plane was sighted
visually sharp on the starboard bow of the column, range 14,000 yards,
altitude 2000 feet. This plane, a twin-engine baomber identified as a
Frances, started its approach in a long shallow glide, circling toward
the head of the column. As there was not time to axecute a column move-
ment, the DREXLER came left sharply and opened fire at the same time at
aporoximately 12,000 yards,. continuing fire as plane dove apparently at
the USS IOWRY. During the latter part of plane'!s appreach this vessel
was firing directly over the IOWRY as the plane had us in line, By this
time we had swung about 70° to the left, the US5 LOURY was approximately
.on our starboard beam. The plane missed the LOWRY, passing directly over
her; almost crashed and seemed to stumble into the DREXIER in its effort
to recover. The DREXLER checked fire momentarily as plame pasaed over
LOWRY, then opened fire again as plane came in. The plane struck the
starboard side, in a bank, the main impact hitting at frame 11 between
main deck and water line, slightly forward of the starboard 40 MM quad

mount. The time was g7¢2 (I). A

(b} The starboard side of the ship from the Forward
Engine Room to the After Engine Room, -approximately frame 105 to 135,
was heavily damaged. The side of the ship was holed fram about 10 feet
forward of the after bulkhead of the Forward Engine Room aft through
‘the After Engine Room, The auxiliary steam lines in the After Fireroom,
Forward and After Engine Rooms, and the main steam line in the After
Fireroom were ruptured. The After Firerocom was abandoned and secured
from topside. The main distribution board in the After Engine Room was
demolished. The Aftor Engine Roam lost all steam and power. The after
Diesel Generator started immediately and furnished power to 5" mount
No. 3 and the steering engine until the ship was hit again. The Forward
Fireroom was undamaged but steam was lost in about a half minute, due to
the broken auxiliary steam line in the Forward Engine Room. AOMM mount
No. 43 was blown from its foundation and some of the personnel were
knocked off of the gun mount., LOUM mount No. 44 was put out of action
due to explosion of 4OMM ammunition in vicinity. The ship in vicinity
of plane hit was sprayed with gasoline which started fires, the worst
fires being on LOMM mount 43 and the 1lifo raft in vicinity. The Repair
Party brought the fire under control expeditiously and had it out

before the second plane hit,

(c) When the plane hit, the Commanding Officer noted a

large volume of steam coming out of the engineering spaces on the star-
board side. Realizing it would be impossible to maintain 25 knots, and
in order not to drain all the steam from the boilers, two-thirds standard

-
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speed was rung up immediately until some information on extent of damuge
could be obtained. Actually, speed was reduced to zero due to broken stean

lines,

. (d) Within about a half minute after this plane hit a
second bomber (Frances) was sighted making a dive on tihe USS LGRY, which
was approximately on our starboard beam at this time. This plane was
taken under fire; hits were observed and a direct 5" hit from this vessel
caused it to spin in astern of the LOWKY and splash. Immediately after
this all main power forward was lost. The after diesel generator was
dlready furnishing power to 5" mount No. 3. The forward dlesel generator
started and rap intermittently but did not supply power forward, due
possibly to overload, short circuits, or broken relays. None of the
personnel in this part of the ship were survivors.

(e) At about @743 (I) a third bember (Frances) was
sighted on the starboard bow at 8-10,000 yards. 5" mount No. 3 got off
a few rounds in local control. before plans got too sharp on the Low.

5" mounts 1 and 2 were in local dontrol, manual operation, but could

not train fast enough to keup on target ’for affective fire. Mount 1

got off a few rounds. Mount 2 did not fire but had both guns loaded.
4OMM twin mount No. 41 and the starboard 20MM mounts alsc took the

Plane under fire, The Radar Picket Corsairs (two) alsc attacked from
extremely close quarters astern of the bomber and followed it in

through our gunfiru., The bamber made a circling approach in a shallow

- glide to come in from dead ahead. The F4U Fighters and our own gunfire
forced him to miss on his first pass. He cams down the port bow, banked
‘and passed directly over the ship aft of No. 2 stack. The 20 i’ guns on
the port side fired on the bomber and many hits obseryed. The plane was
seen smoking and appeared about to crash on.the starboard quarter. The
starboard 20 MM guns opened fire, and one F4LU attacked him again at close
quarters and many hits were abaln observed. However, it managed to level
off , eircle around and come in from ahead, Jjust m1351ng the bridge, clip-
plng the signal halyards, banking 9u° and’ crashing the boat davits and
into the superstructure deck Just abaft the midships passageway. There
was a tremondous explosion which rocked the ship vialently fram stem to
stern; parts of the ship were blown hundreds of foet. in all directions;
an immense oil fire shot several hundred feet into air. This bomber was
neavily loaded and apparently the cxplosion blew the sides of the ship
out. It did not appear that the back was broken. The warheads from
neither torpedo mount were set off. The depth charges were not set off
and none detonated when the ship went down. The ship, which already had
a small list to starboard from the first hit and was a little down by the
stern, started listing rapidly to starboard. Personnel started abandon-
ing ship upon their initiative. %ord was also given to abandon ship.
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The ship turned over flat on her starboard side and then sank stern first
disappearing from sight 49 seconds aftor the second hit. Many personnel
were trapped because of the quickness with which the ship sank. This was
further aggravated by the rapidity with which the ship rolled over, thus
making it difficult to get up a ladder, through a hatch, or even climb-
ing across the deck. There was also a very positive downward "suction”
as the ship went down. The surface of the water was covered with oil
and debris; the oil continued to burn for over an hour in a great colum
which divided later into two columns. A great many lives wers saved by
empty 5" powder cans which floated cleoar when the ship sank. Only one
floater net got cleer and it was badly wadded up. Three life rafts were

cut loose, and the others did not release.

ORDNANCE

4e
this engagement as it had in past performances,
full automatic control using rangefinder range, rapid fire, until the
gocond bomber was shot down. After this, all mounts were in local control.

Mounts 1 and 2 were trained, pointod, and loaded by hand.

On the first planc the starboard 40 MM guns were

controlled by their Mk 51 directors. Both 40 If quads were put out of
action by the first hit., Thereafter only 40 MM twin mount 41 fired at
the second bomber which was splashed and at the third bomber which hit us,
The shield around this mount and the ammunition on it were damaged by the
first hit, Ammunition was supplied for this mount from 40 MM twin 42,

(a) All ordnance aquipment functioned efficiently in
54 mounts were fired in

The port LOMU twin mount 42 did not fire because on
both passes the third bomber came in so sharp on the bow down the port
side, the mount would not bear. :

All starboard 20 MM guns fired on the first attack-
ing bomber. The midships 20 MM guns by No. 2 stack or thelr personnel
were put out of action by the first hit. The remaining 20MM guns on the
starboard side continued to fire to the last at the second bomber which
was splashed and at the third bomber which hit us. Tae port 20 MM guns
under the bridge and the aftermost 20 M gun on the fantail fired on the
third bomber as it came down the port side. The 20 MM fire was accurate
as nany hits could be seen and the bomber was smoking., However, the 20
I are not very effective against this type of plane,

(b) These Jap bombers (Frances) were very fast, speeds
as high as 350-400 knots being obtainod in their giide dive. They are
The bomb

also capable of absorbing much punishment from machine guns,

b
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load on the second bomber that hit us must have been at least 2000 pounds.
Two bombs were noted on it, one under each wing.

DAMAGE ,

5. (2) The damage sustained has been given in paragraph 3.
The only point to add here is that it is the firm conviction of all sur~
vivors that had the ship received no further hit after the first it
would have been saved, The condition of loading of the ship was 100 per-
cent allowance of ammunition aboard, appraximately 93 percent maximum
capacity fuel oil and feed and fresh water tanks full.

(b) Two twin engine bombers identified as Frances were

accounted for by suicide hits on this vessel. One of the same type was
splashed by a 5" hit from this vessel. Qne Nick was shot down by tho CAP
-as the action started. At least one Val was shot down by the CAP after

the ship was sunk.

' SPECIAL COMMENTS and INFORMATION

6. (a) This attack was well coordinated and determined.
There is no doubt that the objective on that morning was the destroyers
in Radar Picket Station 15. It was not a surprise attack; however, it is
interesting to note that the Japs were down a little earlier in the morn-
ing than usual, The pilots were not amatours aor hurriedly griadusted
students; they were good pilots and !mew how to handle their planes.,

(b) The radars were in excellent operuting condition and
CIC was definitely alert. The bombers must have made their approach low
or they would have been picked up at greater range. Normal ranges on
this picket station were 50-60 miles,

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCES AND CaSUALTIES

All hands conducted themselves in accardance with
Personnel casualties were

7.
the highest traditions of the Naval Service.
very high and have been coverud in a separate report. This is a matter
of great sorrow and personsl loss to the Commanding Officer. Recommenda-
tion for awards is being made the subject of separate correspondence.
However, it is desired here to commend the pilots of the two FAU Corsairs
who tried valiantly to save the DREXLER from the third bomber. They
attacked it at closc quarters through our si fire; one peeling off when
apparently hit by our our A, the other‘staying on the tail 6f the bamber
until it struck us. It is also desired to commend the "small boys" for
their excellent job of recovering survivers. The LCS(L)ll4, which arrived
during the engagement , - picked up about 150 survivors. The other survivors

were recovered by the LCq(L)SS and LCS(L)56.
-7
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LESSONS LEARNED, Conclusions, and Recommendations.

8. (a) Outside of the fact that the planes were picked up
at too short a range for most effective employment of the Combat Air
Patrol, the success of this attack for the Japs was due primarily to
the first bombers being able to attack tlie two destroyers in line, With
the information available in this particular case no other deployment
of ships could logically be made. It is recommonded, therefore, that if
practicable a minimum of three destroyers be assigned to picket duty. 1In

- a triangle formationm at least two ships can fire freely in any direction.

(b) It is not too much responsibility for the senior com~
manding officer to act as QOTC during the preliminary phases of an air
action. However, once the planes start in, an indi{vidual commanding
officer needs to devote his attention to his own ship, It is therefore
most desirable to have z separate officer, i.e., a Division or Squadron

Commander as OTC of a picket group.

(c) The destroyers on picket duty are now engaged in

battles paralleled only by the night actions in the Sclomons as regards
They should be equipped with maxirmm

severity, damage, and casualties.
guns and facilities, 1In particular, it is recommended that both torpedo
Hark 63

directors should be provided; this is particularly important in viow of
the increasing attacks at night. The allowance of remote radar PPI scopes

should be provided; the DREXLER had none in CIC.

(d) Finally, in the last analysis, the only means of
countering thesoc attacks is to shcot them down, which is = gunnery
problem that has improved considerably. However, this commanding of-
ficer is convinced that great ilmprovement can be made in, and more
thought should be given to the tactical employment of the. ships of the
piciket group and of the Combat Air Patrol assigned thereto. In one
instance when the DREXLIR was in a picket group, one ship was almost
hit when caught in a course change by column movement when simultancous
turns should have been used, In another instance one ship of a three
destroyer picket group was hit while in column formation msking 15 knots.

R. L. WILSON
Copy to: Cordr., USN
ComInCh - Advance-Direct (1)
CinCPac - Advance-Direct (3)
ComDesPac - Direct (1)
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26 June 1945,
From: Commander Destroyer Squadron SIXTY-THREE.
To: Comnander in Chief, UNITED STATES FLEET.

Via: (1) Commander Task Destroyer Flotilla FIVE (CTG 31.5).
(2) Commander FIFTH Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet (CTF 31).

{3) Commander THIRD Fleet.
(14.) Commender in Chief, U. 3. Pacific Fleet.

Subject: Action Report, Invelving loss of U.S.S. DREXIER (DD741).

1. Forwarded.

2. There is no doubt but that the enemy attack on Radar Plcket Station
No. 15 was skillfully executed by experienced and determined pilots in plames that
packed a 'destructive wallop!'. The initial radar contact was on a 'decoy' which
drew the Combat Air Patrol to it, leaving the three Frances! free to apprcach from
a different bearing, low arnd undetected until range was seven miles.

3. Whether planned by the enemy or otherwise, the 'decoy' prompted a
column movexent by the two ships to bring him abeam; this resulted in the strength
of the attack being picked up nearly dead ahead, at such close range as to mske
another column movement imposeible in the time available.

4. It is instinctire for a Commanding Officer to turn hils ship sc as to
present his broadside to a threatening suicider. In this case, it resulted in the
DREXLER having to shoot over the LUWRY at the first attacker. Assuping the IOWRY

turned pramptly to bring the first Frances abeam {ard this must be a matter of doc-
trine, as there is no time for signals), whether or not the DREXLER might have ob-~

ta.inec’l a better firing position by starding on and delsylng her turn until the bear-
ing was clear is a matter of conjecture. In any event, the advantage of a third ship
in a triangular farmation where at least two ships will always have clear firing

bearings is obvious,

5. The Cormanding Officer DREXLER's comment on the desirability of a
Squadron or Division Comeander being OTC of a Radar Picket Statlon unit is definitely

cancurred in.
6. Many details of persormel and materiel performance bearing on the loss

of the DREXIER are lacking from the basic report. This is caused to a great extent by
the heavy casualties incurred, one-hundred and fifty enlisted men and eight officers

HERED
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killed or missing in action, and fifty—one wourded; amd by the fact tiat the majority
of the persormel below decks in a position to observe machimery and mull damage were

lost with the ship.

7. The Squadron Commander is cognizant of ancther factor which made the
assirilation of detailed facts difficult. The Commamding Officer DREXIER received
injuries, incident to the sinking of his ship, which required his hospitalization and
evacuation from the combat area on a ship other than the one which carried ocut the
survivers of his crew. As of the time the basic report was written, the Commanding
Officer had not yet been able to cantact his surviwdng of ficers and men to obtain

their detailed accounta.
By copy of this endarsement, the Commanding Officer, U.S.3S. DREXLER,

8.
is requested to submit an amplifying report, covering such additional information
on the rapid sinldng of the DREXLER as may be obtained from other surviving officers.

9. The Squadron Commander feels that the DREILER's combat record, though
short, is one of which she can well be proud. As of 28 May, 1945, she had performad

Radar Picket duty, off Okinawa, during a busy period, for a total of fifteen days.

During this period she shot down two suicide plasnes, possibly destroyed one or more
asgsisted in the destruction of three more and, finally, teock

during nigit attacks, i
two down with her. It is a matter of great regret that the DREXLER cen not carry the
fight through to the finish.

A fen 0. B oo

CHARLES A. BUCHANAN.

Copy to:
ComDlesPac.
Comir, Ronald L. Wilson,

¢ /o BuPers,






The Combat Air Patrol ("CAP") assigned to Radar Picket Stat ion No. 15 on May
28, 1945, consisted of four FLU "Corsairs.," This fighter was easily identi-
fled by its long nose and inverted gul! wing. The FhU-11s wingspan measured
41 feet, and its gross weight was 12,039 Ibs. The plane’s 2,000 H.P. eng ine
provided it with a top speed of 41?7 mph at 19,900 feet. Six .50-caliber ma-
chine guns were mounted in the wings. Later models, modified to carry rock-
ets, bombs or napalm, were effective fighter-bombers., The two Marine pilots
wvho courageously flew their Corsairs through the Drexler's antiaircraft fire
to attack the kamikazes wers commended by the ship’s command ing officer.

(U, 8, Naval [nstitute Collection)













et

LCS(L)(3) #50, shown, Is a Landing Crart, Support(large )(Mark 3). It is
of the same class as the Support Crafts Nos. 55, 56 and 114 which picked
up the Drexler's survivors on May 28, 1545. These vessels were 157 Peat
fong and dlisplaced (full load) 380 tons. They were armed with two 3-in.
dual~purpose (alr/surface targets) guns, a twin 40-mm. Bofors gun mount,
four 20-mm. machlne guns and depth charges. The Drexler's execut ive of-
ficer, Lt, Cdr. Robert G. Bidwell, praised these smaii craft in his oral
history recorded July 25, 1545 (see transcript):

"The rescue ships commenced picking up men approximately a half hour
to 45 minutes after the ship went down. The job that these ships
did was excellent; they were very efficient in searching the area
and picking up the wounded and worst cases first. The 114 . . .
stood right Into the survivors as close as she could without hit-
ting them and threw over [ife rafts . . . so that men could hang

onto those until she had time to pick them up."
(Naval Historical Center Collection)
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NAVPERS-134 (REV. 1-4i} DECK LOG—REMARKS SHEET
UNITED ETATES SHIP Les (L) (3) 55 Yonday 28  lMay o b5
-(Dey) (Dats} (Mouih) -

0000

0300
0310
0358

0400
0640
a739

0745

0800
0830

0900
0945

1050
1105
o7

1145
1145

1200
1300

1500
1512
1545

1600
1800
1945

Patrolldng as beforp in Rador Picket Sta'b:.on #15 Northwest of Okinawa at General Guarters,
Enegw planes in area, 'Patrolling at Standa rd aspedd dn alternate courses of O‘90° True and
270 True.
Secured from General ‘uarters.
Sounded General Quarters, ) - .
Secured from General Quarters. Watch properly relisved. ?ﬁ 1?%#5/72
‘ . B. Wileyy Ens., USKR
Standing by as before on HPS 15.
General quarters.
Proceeding to Area in which DD 741 was sunk by Japanese suicide pla.nes, to pick up
survivoers.
Raking up survivors.
. R. B. Bensar, Ens,, USNm
Standing by taking board survivors,
One Offfcer, 29 enlisted men, gurvivors from ill-fated DD741, U.S.S. Drexler recelving
of Medical Attention and care, The following named men aboard.
WEATHERLY, E,N., Lt. USN 104976 GWIN, -L, SKlc 268 55 81
TIERNEY, W.J. Sle 274 75 99 BOtD, «C, Sle 930 85 14
CURGIRO, J. J., Sle 94463 10 CRAPMAN, J.F., Sle, 932 56 14
ANDERSON, E.A., SF 3c, 907 86 37 CANNON, Wm., W, B2c, 640 80 38
MAITNART, S.J., SOM ¢, 817 85 34 WEIKERT, H.A., Sle{RdM} 922 93 48
BURROWS, W.T., Sle, 205 63 T1 CHIAFFITELLI, S.D., Flec, 908 18 27
-ALFIERI, J,J., Slec, 711 39 93 MCDONALD, R.N., RT 2¢, 202 10 72
MITCHELL, F.W., Slc, 251 47 29 CCLIINS, D.L., Slc, 293 31 30
O 'HORNER, Thomas, SCBc B%Z 78 01 JOHNSON C.E. é,,gzo 86 34
SMITH, D.L., &lc; 9 ELOOM, R.J., f-'lc,
WILLIS, D.C., MMlc, 272 47 9 STMUVJSKI sN., 8lc, 805 h.l 96
Donsou A., (@c, 895 24 85 VIAR, J.D., Mol 2e, 603 17 94
FOMAINVILIE, R.I., Sle, 825 L3 66 ENRICH,K.J.,, S2c, 712 92 24
BUTTS, Geo. ST2c, 637 25 23 SKIFFINGTON, W.F., Sle, 761 58 84
LEGGET, S.B., Sle, 969 32 O4 JAEGER, M.E., SCle, 622 35 &0
Undervmy in area of survivors.
Mocored starboard side to DD770 to t.a.ke aboard 4 patientsito be transferred to DD567
URBACH, R.E., 32c, 285 42 33; FLIMME., JN, S2c, 342 83 19; WALTERS, F.C.,Sle, 273 44 05;
MAGNEILY, J., Sle, 876 90 94, At 0955 cast off all lines ‘undarway..to DD567 to transfer all
survivors and four patients.
Alongside stabboard to DD567. Tranaferred all survivors and patienta.
Transfers completed.
Cagt off all lines, proceeded to patrol area as directed by OTC-DD568. Toock station as
gulde of LCS Group 56,66, and 114, Exscuting turn movements every 20 minutes.
Chow down, Captain left Conn.
Watch properly relieved. Ensign Bertie, as 0.0.D. M}qw;ﬁ\%ﬁﬂ
.W. MarkowicZ, .
12 to 16
Underway as before patrolling area AP#L5 on courses 090 True, speed, 9 knots.
Patrolling as before.
Same as before,
No changes.
CAP planes would return to base because of bad weather. ini very hard.
Watch properly relieved. Pl s LS AL
R. C. Bertie, Ens., USNR
16 to 20
Underway as before on patrol in HP#l5 acting as OTC for LCS'a 56 66,and 114,
Patrolling as before on alternate courses of 090° and 27C° T -
Watch properly relieved by Ensign Benear, A5 42

7.’B. Wiley, Ens.FUSNR
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UNITED STATES SHIP

LGSQL!S;! 26 Monday 28 May 1o 45
(Day)} {Dale) {Afonrh)

REMARKS

__,_Hei‘er to action raport of Ol-dnam.i Sh.ma =1 Apr;.l, l91+5; ........................................... S

= B00C=0L00"

.. 040C-0800
T, at flank speed. 0723 Comme

T G800-1200

‘Steaming as- befors ‘on various courses and speeds about -15 miley northwest of e
Shima in formatdon with LCS(L) 55, . .. ... ..

v Pabha Wpod | 0aQelRa
En51gn, USNR

m the Drexler (DD

f.l.er_erenc_e_.is_.made_.xn..}ffar...l.)iaxy.. Steaming A3 before. . 0708 Underway Q0. _course. lZQ
3 i ;

L S

- E.M /Jordan 0.0.D.
B g USNR e N

Refsrence:.smdetoﬂarﬂiary. Still lying to picking up survivors, 0830 Com-
pleted task of pleking wp 3 officerys and 15 enlisted men, 0835 Lying to about 19

..miles_ from. Jte. Shime. . 0942 Underwny. independently. on. various. courses and speeda.
1021 Hoored alongside Watts (DD 567) starboard side to and transferred 3 officers
"""""""""""""""""" and L5 enllsted mer 1040 Cant - orr all Tines and- gut “underwsy oh varisus courses
oand speeds. 0L LEIng Lo e
S8, DaVita  0uQaDaoi .,
Ensign, USNR :
________ 1200-1600 . 5£111 lying to....1205 Got. n.ndemaa' .and _formed new.formation LCS(L) 11/ to.our_skern
LCS(L) 55 unit guide and LCS(L) 66 with interval and distance of 800 yards in two
o eelums,  Steaning o bage eburse o 000 wnd 180, speed 273 stundErd ot 3 “BHpites
..about 15 miles northwest . of Ie Shidma. . . ] B
.............. _()7(2 A—F‘—!I-A-a-—-—--—--d\-v--—------..,.
_____________________________ TuAe Davie. 0.0.Da .. ..
Ensign, USNR
1500-1800........ Steaming as hefore. ... ... . S/ B
AT A
....-P,AAA...WDQd,..,Q;OAD& ............................
Ensign, USNR
.. A800=2000. . ,.._._.btaaming BB barnra..____._._._? ...................................... e eemeeanon s e m e e e n e e eee et eeee em e eenen
e et M
............ EAMA. Jnrd.an OLDLD e e rmac——

_Stegaming as before. ...

Ensign, USNR
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NAVFERS-134 (REV. 1-4d) DEC_KIWHE"ARKS SHEEY

UNITED STATES SHIP ;Qﬁ! ; “ a ! : ﬁ! !I

-4 . . : .
At genersl quarters as before on night patrol stitiun, 0012- Secured from general quarter
0150- Received orders to proceed to RP#LS5-A, to replace LOS(L)(3)#52% ‘Underway on course
005(T), three enfines on each quad at stenderd specd. 0310- Spunded gemersl quarters.

M R e Lo

W.R.McInnis
Ens. USNE.

L=5

At general quarters as before. 0405~ Secured fram general quarters., U406~ Proceeds to
RP#15-A, at standard speed, four .engines or each quad, 005(T). OW4O--Passed IeShima
abeam fo etarboard,; distance four miles. . 0457- Radam ceased to 'i'unct.;i._on. . teduced speed
to one third upon the report that enemy plane was in .the area. 0502- 411 engines anead
standard. 0530- Hadar now operative. 0545~ Changed .course to 007(T). 0601~ Passed
Yansha Shima abeam to starboard, distance 13 miles, 0650~ Sounded general quarters.
Destroyer, bearing 007(T), distance approkimately & miles, vommenced -firing at enemy
plana. Enemy plane splashed by our fighters or by Ah fire from destroyer. ' 0655- Enemy
lane-sujcided into DB#741.  Changed speed to flank and then full to reduce vibration,
and steered toward destroyer on course 340(T), - DDE7LL hdt by two engined enemy plane,
which had circled to port, followed by two corsairs, -crashing into port side of destroyer
which wes on a course of apprximately 225(T). . The plene was probably a Frances.. There
was a terrific explosion, followed by much smoke and then firé. 0703- Smoke cleared
from destroyer ehopph to observe it Ain a sinking cgndition,‘ stern down, 0704~ Destroyer
sank, stern first. O711- Nearing flaming wreckage, ehanged course to 330(T). O7L4~

All epgines ahesd standard. 0717- ALl engines stopped.’ 0721~ Gommenced picking up
surviyors.. 0722-'Lowered dingy, and one life raft, throwing Heaving lines and all life
rings to survivors. 0730- LCS(L){3)'s #55 and §6 commenced picking up survivors. _

¢’%.ﬁ~4l7~

P.H.Holmberg
L&(jg), USNR.

B8-12 :

As before, laying to, picking up survivors. . 0B44— ALl survivors aboard, proceeding on
course 180(T),. at standard speed, 120, survivors aboard. 0920~ Various courses and
speeds, preparing to go alongside APDA70. 0922~ Moored port to starboard APD#70,
commenced transferring survivors. 1003- A1l survivors transferred to APD#70, Under-
way at stanflard speed on course of 000(T) for RP#15-A. 1035- Reported cn station.

7.¢.

F.C.May
Ens. USNR.
12-16 .
Underway as before on RP#15-4, picket patrol. i
" HuA.Schut
Ens, USHE:
16-20

Underway as before on RP#15-A, picket patrol.

J'.G'.ucxphu}f'fr /
Ens. USNR.
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Many of the unwounded Drexler survivors were transferred to the attack
transport USS Lauderdale fAPM—!?g) at the Hagushi anchorage off Okina~
wals western shore. Here they were provided with a good set of dunga-
rees and one complete outrit, Each survivor also received a carton of
cigarettes and tollet artlicles. The Lauderdale was 436 ft, long over-
alt and her full load displacement was 14,5900 tons, (Naval! Mist. Ctr,)







by Samuel! E!iot Mor ison*

Alrhough your historian himself has been under kamikaze at-
tack, and witnessed the hideous forms of death and torture in-
flicted by that weapon, words fail him to do justice to the sailors
who met it so courageously. Men on radar picket station, to sur-
vive, not only had to strike down the flaming terror of the kami-
kazes roaring out of the blue like thunderbolts of Zeus; they were
under constant strzin and intense discomfort. In order to supply
high steam pressure to build up full speed rapidly in a destroyer,
its superheaters, built only for intermittent use, had to be lighred
for three and four days’ running. For days and even nights on end,
the crew had to stand general quarters while the ship was kept
“burtoned up.” Men had to keep in readiness for the instant reaction
and split-second timing necessary to riddle a plane bent on sacrifi-
cial death. Sleep became the rarest commodity and choicest luxury,
like water to a shipwrecked mariner.

The caprure of Okinawa cost the United States Navy 34 naval
vessels and craft sunk, 368 damaged, over 4900 sailors killed or
missing in action, and over 4800 wounded. Tenth Army lost 7613
killed or missing in action and 31,800 wounded. Sobering as it is to
record such losses, the sacrifice of these men is brightened by our
knowledge that the caprure of Okinawa helped to bring Japanese
leaders to face the inevitable surrender.

* The Two-Ocean War, Boston: Little Brown & Co., 1963
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Citations for Medals and Ribbons Awarded!

Lieutenant Eugene Camp Hicks, USNR
SILVER STAR MEDAL (Posthumous )

"For distinguishing himself by extraordinary heroism in
action against the enemy on the morning of 28 May 1945, when
the USS DREXLER was subjected to a heavy, coordinated air at-
tack and sunk by Japanese suicide planes north of Okinawa.
when the rirst plane hit and sprayed the ship with gasol ine
which started fires and set off 40-mm ammunition, he took
charge of fire-~fighting and quickly and efficiently brought the
rires under control by the time the second plane hit the ship
only two minutes later. Without regard to his own safety, he
led his Repair Party in fighting fires in the midst of contin-
ued air attacks, gunfire, and exploding ammunition, despite
foss of steam and all but emergency power on the ship. He was
fast seen running along the deck with a fFire hose and ran di-
rectliy to the spot the second plane hit and was missing in ac-
tion. His resourcefulness, courage, and devotion to duty were
an inspiration to men serving under him and were at all times
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service."

% %X %X N N N X X N N

Commander Robert Gordon Bidwell, USN
GOLD STAR in Iieu of a SECOND BRONZE STAR MEDAL

"For meritorious service in connection with operations
against the enemy while serving as Executive Officer of a des-
troyer during the Okinawa Operation. During the period 2 May
to 28 May 1945, his ship was subjected to almost cont inuous
alerts and many actual attacks while performing the vital and
hazardous duty of support destroyer on radar picket stations.
As Executive Officer he was instrumental in keeping the crew at
the peak of combat efficiency necessary for this duty. As
Evaluator in Combat Information Center, through under consider-
able strain himself, through threat or actual attack, he exhi-
bited inspiring leadership, resourcefulness, and abil ity which
contributed greatly to his ship!'s success in defeating numerous
attacks by the enemy. Finally, on 28 May, when subjected to a
particularly violent attack by enemy suicide planes, two of
which struck the ship, the DREXLER,. on which he served, was
sunk., His conduct and devotion to duty were outstanding and at
all times in keeping with the highest traditions of the United
States Naval Service.,”

Combat "V" s authorized.

o K Kk K X N K X X X
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Ensign Nick Martin Pappas, USNR

BRONZE STAR MEDAL
(with Combat "vi)

"For heroic achievement in connection with operations
against the enemy as an officer attached to a United States
destroyer, on May 28, 1945, during the assault and capture of
Ok inawa Gunto. When the ship was struck by an enemy suicide
plane and sank within a very short time he, with outstand:ng
courage and initiative, swam to the aid of several survivors
who were {n immediate danger of drowning and assisted in keep~-
ing them afloat until they could be removed from the water by a
rescue vessel. Through his leadership, bravery and deep devo~
tion to duty, he contributed mater:al!y to saving the lives of
these men and proved to be an inspiration to all. His conduct
throughout distinguished him among those performing duties of
the same character.”

* % X N X X X X X X

Geatano ¥illiam Caruso, Coxswain, USNR

NAVY & MARINE CORPS MEDAL (Posthumous)

"For heroism in aiding and rescuing several men in the sea
when the USS DREXLER was sunk by Japanese suicide planes north
of Okinawa on 28 May 1945. Under conditions of great personal
danger from burning oil, a heavy covering of oil and debris on
the water which made swimming difficult, and with complete dis=
regard of his own safety, he helped three men suffering from
exhaustion to a life boat by swimming to their aid. He was
last seen swimming to the aid of a fourth man but did not re-
turn to the life boat and was missing in action. His heroic
conduct, performed at great risk of his own life, was in keep-

rng wtth the highest traditions of the United States Naval Ser-
vice.”

¥ X % X X X X N X X
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James william Coll inson, Boatswain's Mate First Class, USN
LETTER OF COMMENDAT ION: ( RIBBON )

"For meritorious conduct in the performance of his duties
while serving as a member of the U.S.S. DREXLER from 2 May to
28 May 1945 during operations against the enemy off Okinawa.
While his ship was act ing as support destroyer on radar picket
statjons, his high degree of skill, loyalty and devot ion to du-
ty contributed materially to his shipls ability to survive and
defeat the enemy in numerous air attacks. His performance of
duty was outstanding, and his conduct was at all times in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Ser—
vice,"

LANE IR RN N I IR RN

These draft citations, on index cards at the Operational Ar-
chives Branch of the Naval Historical Center, Washington Navy
Yard, may have been reworded before they were formally issued.
Unfortunately, there is no listing of awards by ship, so there
may have been other medals awarded that I did not find,

E. A, Wilde, ur.
August, 2003






Lt. Chester M, Lee
Ens. Nicholas M, Pappas Asst., 1s

v.S5.8, Drexler

Survivors'! Recol

(DD=741 )

Iection51

Name, Duties/Rating, Gene

ral Quarters Station

Orficer

Gunnery

x &k X Kk ¥ X

s

Offricer
t Lieut,

Main Battery Director
Forward Repair Party

* % % W

a:

Entliste

ANTEAU, Robert L., FC3c
BRICK, Eugene M,, GM3c
BURROWS, William T., Stc

CARLSON, Morris E£., WT2c
COOLEY, Wwilliam, MM3c
CUCCIA, Nicholas, MM1c

EASTMAN, John M., WTZc
FOX, Henry V., FClc
HARD IN, Edward Q., EM2c

LEPERI, Joseph G., PhMZcC
LOCKHART, Donald ¥,, SM3c
Mc INTYRE, Robert 8., SMlc

MILLER, william R., RM3c
MILLS, Buford C., GMZc
MITCHELL, Fred W., Stc

NEWTON, Marvin, Slc
PAETTIE, Joseph R., RMZc
PETAGO, william O,, Stc

RADCLIFFE, Albert J., BM2c
RAY, Ben H., GMlc
REAM, George w., TM3c

SCOTT, Roland H., MM2c
STUBDARD, Elmer T., Stc
WOOLARD, Ward M., Y3c

kX ¥ % ¥ ¥ ¥

1 Source: Two "Historical Reviews”

Survivors Reunion Association in
were edited by the associationls
assisted by Eugene M, Brick, the

Forward Repair Party
5-inch Mount #2, Trainer
5~inch Mount #1, Sight Setter

Forward Fireroom
After Engine Room, lower level
Forward Engine Room

After Fireroom
Main BSattery Director, JA phones
Forward Engine Room Switchboard

Casualties Station, Wardroom
Signal Bridge
Signal Bridge

Rad io Shack
4O-mm Mount 44 (port quad)
4O=mm Mount #43 (stbd., quad)

20-mm Mount #1 (stbd., forward)
Rad io Shack
40-mm Mount #42 (port twin)

5-inch Mount #2, Gun Captain
5-inch Mount #3, Mount Captain
Torpedo Director (Bridge)

Forward Repair Party
5-in. Mount #2, Up. HMand! ing Rm.
4O-mm Mount #44 (port quad)

x % ¥ ¥

publ ished by the Drexler's
1988 and 1993. These booklets
historian Robert L. Anteau
association's secretary.

£. A. wilde, Jr.
September, 2003
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Locgt ion of Survivors! General Quarlers Stat ions

Twin 5=inch Mount #1

Twin 5=inch Mount #2

20-mm Mount #1
Main Battery Director

Wardroom (main deck)

Port Torpedo Director &
(o Rad jio Shack (01 level)

Signal Bridge
Twin 4O-mm Mount #u42

= Tw in 40-mm Mount #41

————=fForward Fireroom

2nd Plane Hit ——— Forward E£ngine Room

After Fireroom

l]l-——h‘t Plane Hit

After Engine Room Quad 40~mm Mount #43

Quad 40-mm Mount #uy

© 199 LR

Deck Plan; Allen M. Sumner-Class Destroyer







U.S.S. Drexler (DD-741) - Survivqrs' Recollections

Lieutenant Chester M Lee, USN - Gunnery Officer

We arrived on station around 7:00 A.M., having departed from Kerama Retto
after having accomplished some reprovisioning and without off-loading empty am-
munition cans, which were still stacked on the main deck in preparation for off-
loading.

We were at General Quarters and as soon as we arrived on picket station we
received reports of incoming "Bogles" described as "Bettys" (bombers) and "Fran-
ces"-type fighters - all "Kamikaze" types. We tracked some "Bettys" and took
them under fire. We may have gotten one kill, but I'm not certain because our

attention became more focused on the two "Frances" - twin-engine fighter type ap-

proaching our station. Two Marine fighters were cur Combat Air Patrol and were
directed to intercept the Japanese. Captain Wilson commenced maneuvering to keep
" our batteries fully unmasked so that we could maximize the number of guns we
could bring to bear on the enemy planes. T recail the U.5.8. Lowry (DD-770) was
on our starboard beam while the 1st Frances fighter dove towards our two ships.
It appeared that the enemy was diving directly at the Lowry, and as our sights
Closed down on the Lowry we ceased fire in order to avoid hitting her. I thought
he was going to crash into the Lowry which was only a couple of thousand yards
off our starboard beam, but the Japanese pilot pulled uUp over the Lowry, skimmed
over the surface of the ocean, and hit us at about the engine room — at the water
line. Our ship did not appear to be severely damaged, but most important, we did
eventually lose all power.

In the meantime, the second Japanese Kamikaze was approaching the Drexler
and obviously we were his prime target since his fellow pilot had just given his
life and seriously damaged us. One of our Marine fighter pilots was on his tai1l
but pulled off when we started to take the Jap under fire. As I recall, it was
about this time that we lost power and all guns were into "Local Control." Our
Local Control did not produce any direct hits, but I believe that it, together
with the Marine pilot's efforts, caused the Jap pilot to veer off a little and
therefore passed alongside and did not try to dive into us on that pass. Rather,
he turned to port in a steep turn to come up on our starboard side - heading out
ahead so that he would then be coming back on another attempt from dead ahead.

As I watched him make his turn, I thought that the Marine fighter pilot had dam-
aged him and that he was going to catch his left wing in the water and crash.
That he was able to keep his aircraft under control and not crash, convinces me
that he was not a young lad thrown into the Kamikaze Corps to fly one way, omly
to his death, but rather, this Japanese pilot was fairly well trained. At any
rate, he managed to keep from crashing into the water, pulled ahead of us several
thousand yards to turn and make another attack, During this time, since we had
lost power due to the damage created by the first Kamikaze hit, we were firing
all guns in local control. I recall seeing the Jap pilot making his turn ahead
of us and coming in from directly ahead - "target angle zero." There was no
question that he was going to crash into the Drexler even if we could manage to
hit him with some gunfire. '

The final approach brought the Frances just over our port side at about the
height of the 5" gun control director - Close enough that his port wing cut the
signal halyards and close enough to glimpse the pilot with his white scarf as he
dove into the aft torpedo tubes. The impact, togetherwith his bomb, created a
terrific explosion - and apparently severely opened the hull to massive flooding.
_ My impression was a tremendous explosion that threw my head back, and T
could see parts of the ship blown above the ship with shock waves and smoke. TIm-—
mediately there was a perceptible roll to starboard, and it was obvious the ship
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was going to roll over on its starboard side. I passed the words over the phone
to "Abandon Ship" immediately. By the time I got my headset phones unhooked the
water was over the bridge, and I just slipped into the water from the Gun Direc-
tor platform above the bridge. Of course in my haste, I still had on my foul
weather jacket and Marine combat boots as well as my rubber belt life jacket.
Unfortunately, while trying to inflate my rubber life belt I inadvertently re-
leased and lost the 1life belt. A1l of this occurred very quickly and some of it
remains hazy. However, I do recall that I was near the bow as the bow pointed
to the sky and started to slip under the sea. I was close enough to push off
the bow to get as clear as possible , because I was concerned about the suction
that would follow the ship's sinking. There was no suction; evidently because
the ship was literally blown apart and flooded throughout the interior. I also
remember that I was happy that I had recuested the Captain's permission to put
all depth charges on "safe" since while on picket station duty our greatest threat
was 'the Kamikazes riding their aircraft or the "Baka" bombs into the ships,
rather than submarine attacks.

In effect then, there was no perceptible suction that I noticed nor any depth
charge explosions that had killed so many survivors in the water after other des-
troyer sinkings. There was no fire or smoke in my immediate vicinity, although I
could see some smoke and fire a short distance away, but it did not appear to be
a threat to me. Also, there were were no sharks in our vicinity. My problem
became one of treading water and staying afloat.

Fortunately at this time I noticed an empty ammunition can floating by. One
of the cans that, fortunately had not been unloaded in Kerama Retto, due to our
hasty departure when we were ordered out to replace another damaged picket des-
troyer. It became my life belt and life saver. As I floated with my ammunition
can I picked up two survivors with my life buoy and we held on as the rescue craft
moved in. I wish I could recall the names of the two men who joined me on the
ammo can. If they are still around, I would be most happy to see and talk with
them. I don't recall how long we were in the water, but I would guess it was at
least 45 minutes to an hour. I do know that I was pretty tired when I was
pulled aboard, still wearing boots. After all that dumb effort, I didn't save
them! I have never been able to figure out how the men in the back of the Direc-
tor failed to get out or how some of the men on the aft part of the bridge failed
to get off. If anyone knows, I would like to hear the story.

* * * * * * * *k * *

Ensign Nicholas M.Pappas, USNR - Assistant First Lieutenant

I was in charge of Repair Party #1. After the first hit, I saw the starboard
deck was ruptured and there was an airplane engine on the deck which was on fire.
There also was fire on the 20-mm deck. I knew then that all the drills we had
paid off because our crew had a handy-billy pump operating and water was at the
nozzle. We put out the fires.

At this point the ship was dead in the water. The first hit knocked out all
our power and another plane, a twin-engine bomber flew low over midships and
seemed to be amoking. I thought we had hit it, but he came up and made a 360
degree turm, hit us aft midships, blowing the rear of the ship off.

Prior to this, I went through midships to the port side and found one of our
mates lying on the deck with a shattered leg. I got a morphine syrette and was
giving him a shot when the second plane hit. I think if I had been standing it
would have been the end. Now the passage forward was jammed and the ship made a
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list to starboard. T walked off the side of the ship.
After T was in the water, there were two mates who needed some help - one T
think was Tony Fabrizi. We were in a lot of oil but we did okay.

* k k k k k Kk k k k *

ANTEAU, Robert L., FC3c , .

At G.Q. T was assigned to the forward repair party which met in the chow
hall. Ena. Pappas was in charge. We were at this station when the first plane
hit us and we got orders to start the forward emergency pump and generator and to
run water lines aft to assist in extinguishing the fires. I went topside on the
starboard side of the main deck with another member of our group and started to
run water hoses aft. He started aft with one end of the hose while I started to
couple the other end when I realized that he took the wrong end of the hose, I
started to run after him when I looked up and saw the second Jap plane coming
in, Two Corsair fighters were doing their best to knock it down. I looked
around and realized that I was the only one in that area of the ship. It ap-
peared that the Jap was trying to hit us on the starboard side, so I decided T
better get over to the port side. T remember going through the area between the
1st & 2nd mounts when the 2nd mount fired a shot over my head. The concussion
knocked me down, but not for long. By the time I got over to the port side, the
attacking plane had crossed our bow and was beginning a tight arc in its attempt
to hit us on the port side. There was a mass of people in the passageway by the
wardroom trying to go from port to starboard. T managed to just get inside the
hatchway and hang on when it hit. The explosion was tremendous. The ship
started to list to starboard immediately after the hit. Mates were starting to
abandon ship. There was a life raft near me which I helped cut locose. I went
forward a few feet and s1id down the side of the hull when it was listing about
45 degrees. My lifebelt worked. T swam a short distance and then looked back
and saw the bow of the ship sticking straight up before it disappeared. Since
there was a lot of burning oil, and I"was not injured, I decided to swim against
the wind in an attempt to get away from the fire. At this time I remember a
plane dove over the area. I could not identify it. I instinctively took off my
life belt and sank under the water. When I came up I recognized it as one of
our planes. I put my life belt back on and heard someone yell for help. I swam
over to him. One mate was helping another mate who did not have a lifebelt and
asked for some assistance which T was glad to provide. Shortly thereafter the
mate with the lifebelt wandered off to help someone else. It was not too long
after this that a small boat from the ICS came along and picked us up.

* * % k % k k Kk * * *

BRICK, Eugene M., GM3c

I went aboard the USS Drexler the evening of 3/12/45 while the ship was in
Purvis Bay, Florida Island, a part of the Solomon Islands group. I was trans—
ferred from the USS SC-1266, at my request, and I had been aboard her for 14
months. .

On the morning of the 28th of May, 1945, we were called to battle stations
after a hurried trip to Picket Station #15. We were on station with the USS
Lowry {DD-770) and LCS's Nos. 55, 56, and 114.

I was the trainer in Mount #2, one of the twin 5-inch enclosed gun mounts in
the forward part of the ship. Shortly after "GQ" was sounded and I got to my
battle station I was told to "match up," which meant to put Mount #2 in automatic
train which would put us under control of the main battery director located on
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top of the bridge. While we were under control of the director I had nothing

to do but follow the target by looking through the trainer gunsight and wait

for further orders from our mount captain (Weldon Ingram). Through the gunsight
I could see the first plane that hit us coming at us about 15-20 feet above the
water on our starboard beam. All of our guns were firing at it, and I could see
tracer bullets ricocheting off the front part of the Kamikaze which was identi-
fied later as a twin-engined attack bomber of the "Frances" type. Our S5-inch pro-
jectiles could not catch up with it. As I remember, our proximity activated
bursts were strung out behind the suicide plane like a string of black pearls.
The Kamikaze kept coming, and we kept firing until the gqun mount reached its
limit of train to starboard. A split second after that I couldn't see it any
longer, and it crashed with a thunderous bang which knocked out all our electri-
city. I sat there a little bit and Ingram told me to put the train drive into
"local" control. This meant that I had manual control of the movement of the gqun
mount to move either right or left and to match up with his pointer that was at-
tached to his gunsight in front of him. I started to turn the mount to the left
as fast as I could. It wasn't long before my arms started to give out because
there was no electric-hydraulic power plus the fact the ship was starting to list
to starboard, resulting in more weight to move, with only me supplying the power.
While I was going through this procedure I heard a plane go right over the top

of us, and it sounded very close. I had the manual drive in low gear which meant
that it was not moving very fast. All of a sudden another explosion happened
somewhere on the ship, and it felt like someone had hit the bottom of my seat
with a sledge hammer. I could no longer train the mount, and it seemed to me we
were in big trouble so I thought I had better put my life jacket on. Ingram

told me to "get the hell out of here - she's sinking!" I stood up and grabbed
my kapok life jacket which I had been sitting on for several weeks because being
short-waisted like I am, I needed the elevation to comfortably lock through the
gunsight. It was compressed into more of a vest than a fluffy piece of flotation
equipment. Well, we had to go with what we had, and I left the mount through the
starboard "hot-shell" hatch right behind Ingram. When I landed on the 0-1 deck
after leaving the gun mount the ship was listing to starboard at an angle steep
enough to make it difficult to get over or through the rail lines. I got
through the same thing getting over or through the main deck rail lines. T slid
down the side of the ship which was about on a 45 degree angle. I slid fast
enough that when the stabilizer strip which runs along the side of the ship (which
was visible by this time) came up I went over it on my behind, and it felt like I
just about broke everything I had in that area. I went into the thick oil and
started swimming like mad to get away from any suction that might occur if I got
caught too close to the ship. Behind me I could hear the noise from loose gear
and machinery probably being torn from the decks, rattling and rumbling around,
mzking such a horrible noise that I stopped and turned around to look. I was
probably 75-100 feet from her and could see about 30-40 feet of the bow of the
Drexler sitting straight up in the air, and then I watched her disappear fast.

There were shipmates all around me; some injured but still able to swim out
of the 0il, same of which was on fire a short distance away. I swam a short dis-
tance when I got clear of the worst of the oil. Tt didn't seem that we were in
the water very long - maybe less than a half-hour. One of the LCS's came along
and fished us out of the water. We sure made a mess out of that LCS, but they
tock care of our needs without a complaint.

I'11 never forget that day. I have counted my blessings every day since
that happened. Over the years I have thought about the horrible waste of lives
and that it took less than three minutes from the time the first plane crashed
into us to do it.
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-_-__-.—..___..___..._—_-_-.__.-.-__—_._—.____

BORROWS, William T., Slc

As I recall, the ship's crew was having breakfast in sections so as not to
jeopardize our readiness. I had just finished eating and was standing outside
Mount #1. G.Q. sounded and I climbed into my battle station as a sight setter
between the twin 5-inch guns. Being in this position, I had no idea as to the
direction we were firing. All at once we heard Cooper, our Gun Captain, holler
that we were going to be hit. .

There was this tremendous shudder of the ship and a loud roar of an engine.
At this point we lost all power and also the sound-powered phones went dead.
Cooper stuck his head out of the lookout and said that there was a tire track
skid mark across the top of our mount. The second plane had come in at us too
high. We then started to train and sight by hand so we could continue to fire
at the enemy. We could not turn the mount around fast encugh. Again, there was
another tremendous shudder, and the ship started to list to starboard. At this
point Cooper came down from his position and toid everyone to get out of the
mount. With everyone trying to go out the hatches, I dove through the shell
scuttle hole and started to slide to starboard. I got to my feet and climbed
to the port side, stepped over the rail, and caught my foot in some netting. I
remember fighting to get free and going under water. I finally shook loose and
found myself tumbling and turning over and over so much that I didn't know where
the surface was. Just when my lungs were giving out I popped to the surface.

I found myself about a half mile away from where the ship went down. T
knew this because I could see the oil fire and the sea boiling from the air es-
caping from within the ship. I didn't know how I ended up so far away from the
ship. I found out later that when the ship sank, it caused a huge whirlpooi.
This must have caused me to toss and turn me around and carried a few others
and myself away from the ship.

Now I was floating around without a life jacket and looking for something to
hang on to. I spotted one of our life rafts and swam to it, climbed aboard, and
discovered two others, covered with oil and unrecognizable. At this point I
heard planes and saw two of them diving at us. Now this really scared me be-
cause I had heard that sometimes the Japs came back and machine-gunned the survi-
vors. I told the others to dive over and go deep, which we did. When I came up
I looked for the planes and noticed that they were Corsair fighters, pointing us
out to our rescuers - our location.

I climbed back on the raft and found out that the other two were badly in-
Jured. T saw the LCS's picking up survivors. While I was in Gunnery School at
Newport, R.I., I became interested in semaphore since they also trained Signalmen
there, so I learned this for my own pleasure. T never thought that I would some—
day use this knowledge to signal for help. I realized that since we were on a
raft, we would probably be some of the last to get picked up. EKnowing how bad
and in need of medical help the other two were, I stood on the corner of the raft
and signaled the ICS and advised them of our needs.

Well, this turned into a story in itseif. They saw and read my signals and
almost immediately headed for us at a high rate of speed. As they approached us
they turned to port and cut their speed down too late. This caused the ship to
glide sideways and bump the raft. The ship continued forward, and now we were
faced with the ship's props coming at us. I screamed as loud as I could, and
somebody must have heard me as they shut down the props and we siid under the
propeller guard and bounced off the prop. At this time I had a few choice words
I wanted to say to whoever was in charge. That ICS left us. I think the Skip-
per thought we had been picked up. Another LCS came right behind them and did
pick us up. All I can say is that God must have been with me, Twice within an
hour I slmost lost it.
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After we were picked up I don't remember anything umtil we were on a troop
ship headed for Hawaii. They told us that if G.Q. sounded, all of us were to go
below and stay until it was all over. Well, let me tell you that went over like
a lead balloon, knowing what happened to ocur fellow mates below decks. There was
one false G.Q., and there were more people topside than you could count. I sin-
cerely wish that all of us could have been lucky and decommissioned this ship
together.

* % % % %k * Kk Kk * %

CARLSON, Morris E., MM3c

The morning we were sunk I was in the Forward Firercom. I remember when we
tock the first hit we lost our lights, and an auxiliary lantern came onh., After
the second hit, we lost our steam pressure and decided to abandon ship. There
was no P.A. system to the fireroom, so we didn't know what was going on. Some
men tried to get out the portside hatch which led to the portside passageway
which was -on fire. Richard Cameron came back to the fireroom and told Roy Cole-
man and me to go up the starboard ladder which led to the starboard deck. We
were the only three left in the fireroom at this time. Cameron went first,
Coleman next, and then myself. When I got on deck the water was starting to go
down the hatch and the starboard life line was already under the water. I re-
call empty 5-inch shell casings sliding down the deck into the water. Roy Cole-
man got hung up on something and lost his l1life jacket while being cut loose. He
spent the time in the water with me on my life jacket. I also recall when I got
on deck I saw the clder blonde-headed Pharmacist's Mate attending someone who
loocked like he had a hole in his stomach. All this was happening in seconds
after leaving the fireroom. I swam away from the ship as far as I could and
watched her go down. The bow seemed to be 100 feet in the air when it slid un-
der. I only wish I would have kept my life jacket. I would have given Roy Cole-
man one half.

* * % %k * % * * * %

COOLEY, William, MM3c

I went to my G.Q. station in the after engine room, lower level, to man the
feed and lube pumps. I had left my life jacket on the upper level railing. I
noticed Lt. Warrick locking out the starboard hatch above me, and then I heard
the 5-in., 40's, and 20's going off. When I heard the 20-mm opening up I knew
something was getting pretty close. Then I heard a bang above my head. It was
Lt. Warrick jumping down from the starboard hatch onto the deck plates above my
head, and I saw him run across the engine room to the portside hatch and up and
cut. Just then a great big fire ball went across the engine room, and a fine
mist came down after the explosion. The pumps started to lose steam pressure,
the alarms started to ring, and the lights went out. I worked my way across the
engine room to the portside hatch, and seeing daylight, I climbed the ladder to
topside. I don't know if anyone survived on the upper level. I could not see
or hear anyone. I met an officer at the hatch, and we decided to find a port-
able lamp so we could go back down to see how badly we were damaged.

I went forward past midships and past the officer's quarters. Just then the
second one hit us. A lot of twisted steel and other trash fell in front of me,
and the top half of an office door flew over my head. I started back toward mid-
ships and met a colored shipmate with an arm blown off. I guided him to midships
and the ship had listed to starboard. I could not hold on to him as I could not
get any traction under my feet and my shoes came off. I stepped on some hot shrap-
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nel and one piece imbedded in the bottom of my foot. As the ship rolled over a
length of hose came loose from the railing, and I climbed up the hose, walked
over the side of the ship, and dived into the water.

As I came up, the bow of the ship was straight up in the air, waving and
sliding back. I started to swim without my life jacket. It was hard to breath
because the o0il was so thick. I was swallowing it and trying to spit it out at
the same time. I looked for something to hang on to and noticed a group of guys
in a circle, so I swam to them as they all were covered with oil and all T could
see was the whites of their eyes. I was picked up by the LCS and was pulled
aboard by Gene Gavin. I said to him, "They saved you two?"

My first G.Q. station on the Drexler wag in the lower handling room for 5-
inch Mount #2. Later I was transferred to the After Engine Room. If it had not
been for that, I would not be here today.

ok ok ok ok ok k * x %

CUCCIA, Nicholas, MMlc

Late at night on 5/27/45 we received a call to go and relieve the U.S.S.
Stormes, so we got on station. I went down to the Forward Engine Room at about
6:30 A.M. The next morning when G.Q. went off I hurried down to the Forward
Engine Room where I was on the throttle wheel for G.Q. Everyone was at their
station checking their job when suddenly we heard a loud noise. I loocked around
the board to my right and I saw a large hole in the starboard side of the engine
room. One of the guys who was checking the bearing on the reduction gear was
blown out when the bomb went off. We looked around to see if everyone was okay.
I yelled at the guys on the lower level to come up on topside so we could get
out. When we got topside we asked the fire room guys to see if we could get
steam from the forward fire room. They said as far as they knew, everything was
all right, so we went back down to the engine room to open and close some valves.
In a little while someone called us up as there was another plane coming in on
us. I went to the port side of the ship, and at that time we were strafed with
machine gun fire. This plane went around and up the starboard side. When the
pilot got up to the bow of the ship we saw him coming straight down on the ship
again. I went as far forward as I could when the plane hit right at midships.
Cur ship went up and I went over the side into the water. By the time I turned
around and looked back the bow was going down into the water. It happened just
that fast - 49 seconds!

Since we were all in the water we had to get away from the fire and oiil.
Once we got away from the fire there were more planes dog fighting over us. This
lasted for quite a while. Finally we were picked up by a small craft. I got
aboard but was scared and stayed topside. I hung on to the rail for fear of
landing in the water again. This ship had only .50-caliber machine guns, and I
told them that was not very much. Then I was transferred to another ship whose
name I can"t recall. I went down below deck as I was covered with fuel oil and
I was a mess. When I was taking off my clothes the corpsman asked me where T
tore my left pant leg, but I couldn't remember, so he ripped the whole side open
and he saw where my leg was hit with shrapnel. He cleaned my leg and gave me a
shot. I took a shower and was given clean clothes and later went topside. I
can't remember how long we stayed in harbor, but we did leave and went to Guam
and later to Pearl Harbor and then back to the States. I was admitted to a hos-
pital in Glenwood Springs, Colorado. I remzined there until 10/19/45 when I was
discharged. While I was in the hospital I was presented the Purple Heart Medal.
When I was discharged the doctor told me not to ever let anyone operate on my leg
as the shrapnel was very deep and it may disable me, so I'm still carrying it
around in my leg. I'm a lucky guy though - I survived two sinkings.
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EASTMAN, John M., WT2cC

At the time of the first hit I was on watch in the After Fireroom. The
first plane hit at the bulkhead between the After Fireroom and the Forward
Engine Room. There was one big ball of flame. Everything went dead. Steam
pressure dropped to zero and we just stood there, unbelieving. There was no
word as to what was happening or any abandon ship orders. I told my men to
get ocut before the steam gets us (600# pressure and 900 degrees). I always
figured that if we were hit, the steam would get us all before we could get out.

Somehow all of us made it topside. What happened to them afterwards, I do
not know. Only Bruce Wetzel and myself are left from the watch. Lost were:
Bodie Lebo, Tony Distafano, and Clark.

I walked toward the forecastle. The second hit lifted me off my feet and
I then ran to the bow and walked off the side by the anchor hawes intc the
water. Fantail and aft section were already under water. I swam a few yards
before discovering that I had no lifebelt. I had left it in the fireroom. I
turned to look at the ship, and the bow, forward from the anchor chains, was
all that was still above water. Panic set in - afraid of undertow. I swam
hand and fast away and became very tired. The oil slick caught up to me, and
I got 0il in my mouth and nose and started to choke and cough. I went under
once and thought my number had come up. At this point a shipmate caught me.
He had a lifebelt and he had me hang on until I stopped gagging on the oil.
He spotted an oil-soaked pillow and got it for me and tucked it under my chin
to keep my head above water. He stayed with me a few minutes longer and as-
sured me that I would be fine until picked up. He left me to help someone else.
To this day, I do not know who this man was. But I have thanked God and him
many times for my life. I would love to know who he is so that I might thank
him personally. If anyone relates giving a pillow to a struggling sailor,
please let me know. I owe him my life.

* % * & k %k *& % *k *

FOoX, Henry V., FC1C

My G.Q. station was in the Main Battery Director, located above the bridge.
I was on the J.A. circuit to the Bridge. I could hear the Captain receiving
reports from the first hit, but I couldn't see what was really going on. In
fact, we were tracking the second plane after the first hit. T can tell you
one thing, when the second plane came in I had it in the director scope and it
made a B-29 look like a Piper Cub.

After the second hit I received the message to abandon ship. I relayed
the message but got few answers. Everyone was told to get out of the director.
Daniels and Daiuto apparently had a fear of the water and needed some encour—
agement. We helped them inflate their life belts and both left the ship before
I did. I didn't see either one of them again. (What a loss.)

After helping them, there was a little short kid who was a 20-mm operator
by the bridge, and he was standing looking straight up, holding the life line
with both hands. I tried to talk to him with no results, and I tried to pull
him from the line without success. “Shorty" Horan came to help me and we pulled
him free and tossed him overboard. He took off like a fish. I left the ship
shortly afterwards and began swimming away from the ship. The ship had listed
to starboard, so I walked down the port side.

After T swam a short while I looked back and the ship had listed to port
and looked like it was going to roll over close to me. I swam further and
looked back just as the bow was vertical as it slid under. Carlson, the Water-
tender, and I helped several mates inflating their life belts and brought
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powder cans to them. After what seemed like days instead of hours, this little
ship arrived to pick us up. '

* ¥ * ¥ * * * * ¥ *

HARDIN, Edward Q., EM2c :

I was in the #1 Engine Room, forward on the port side main electrical
switchboard. I had commmications from all over the ship as to what was happen-
ing when the first plane hit aft on the starboard side. It blew a hole at least
6 feet in diameter. We never did find out what happened to the fireman working
in that area. The explosion broke the main steam 1ine which supplied power to
make electricity. When that happened I started to lose voltage quickly. I then
called the forward diesel room and made arrangements to shift when the voltage
dropped to 300 volts. After that, I was the last cne to leave the #1 Engine Room.
I got topside just in time to see the second plane miss us. I was on the star-
board side at the midships passageway and it looked like that's where the second
plane was headed, so I started for the port side and hit the deck about half way.

After the explosion I started forward on the starboard side. I tried to cut
a life raft loose but it was too crowded, so I gave my knife to someone else to
cut it loose. Then I went forward on the starboard side to the bow where I
jumped overboard. The bow was still in the water with a slight list to star-
board. When T jumped the ship twisted to starboard so fast that I landed on the
keel. That is when I broke two disks and cracked four more in my back. Thank
goodness I didn't feel too much suction. Then the fire kept gaining on me, so
I finally got through and around it. While T was trying to inflate my life belt
a plane was headed directly for us right out of the sun. Thank goodness it was a
Marine plane taking pictures. I looked around to see who needed help but could
hardly hear - which turned out to be a busted ear drum. I remenber helping two
sailors hanging on to a small piece of wood. I found a life jacket for them. I
was one of the last ones to get picked up by our escort ship. The only one I re-
cognized aboard that ship was Maurillo. He was one of the first ones overboard.

From there they put me aboard the hospital ship U.S.S. Solace. From there I
went to a base hospital in Guam and stayed there for about two weeks. While
there T tried to get help from the Red Cross , but they refused unless I gave
them my pay number or money. Thank goodness for the Salvation Army. They gave me
everything I needed and apolegized because they didn't have more to give me. In
about two seeks I was flown to Pearl Harbor. From there I went by hospital ship
to Oakland, California to Oaknell Naval Hospital. At the hospital I met Townsend
from the Drexler. We made our first liberty together the day the Japanese sur-
rendered. I still have our picture from that liberty.

* * % * * * kX ® * &

LEPERI, Joseph G., PhM2c

Dr. Thompson and I were at out G.Q. station in the officers Meeting room
patching up many casualties. We had run out of tourniquets when MM2c McCullough
crawled in with his leg almost cut off. I was applying my belt as a tourniquet
when Chief Moore {(Chief cock) opened the door to the passageway and yelled, "Docs,
get off. We are going to get hit." Dr. Thompson had one end of McCullough and 1
the other, while carrying him. The doctor and McCullough were in the passageway
and I was about to step up and out when the second plane hit with tremendcous
force. The door slammed shut and I was momentarily stunned, finding myself on
the deck by the water cooler inside the officers meeting rocm. Looking up, I
saw the ocean water coming into the room. The front hatch, which was always



Cclosed at G.Q., was open. I immediately got up and swam off the ship through
the open hatch. The fuel on the ocean was burning. I applied pressure to the
cartridges in my life belt and only one inflated. The one had a hole in it.

I was swimming very fast because I was told when a ship is sinking it has a
pulling force. When I looked back I saw the bow of the ship go straight up

and immediately straight down, not causing much suction. I saw two small ships
in the distance and swam as fast as I could toward them. While swimming toward
the small ships a MM2c (I don't remember his name) was without a life belt and
asked for help. I told him to hold on to my life belt, kick as hard as you can
and I took him to the life raft. As I continued to swim toward the small ships
the same sailor agzin asked for help. He said the fire was moving too close to
the raft, and he came after me and said to take off the life belt as it would
be easier for both of us. I told him toc hang on and kick hard, because I did
not intend to take the belt off. We found something floating in the water
which he could hold on to and I told him to follow me and keep kicking to move
forward. He was saved. Lt. Commander Bidwell was in the water singing "Drinking
Rum And Coca Cola," and mates were going down all around us. Mates were lost
because they had no life belts on, heavy fuel & fire, and wounded that couldn't
make it. T never saw Dr. Thompson or McCullough again.

I was one of the first sailors picked up, and being young and a good swim-
mer, I wanted to jump back in and save others who needed help. However, I was
told they only had one Pharmacist's Mate on the ship and since I was a Pharma-
cist's Mate I was needed to treat the injured and wounded. I recall one officer
had a deep hole in his back the size of a quarter. I gave him medication, cleaned
and treated it and bandaged it. The other Pharmacist's Mate and myself continued
to treat the survivors. I also passed out % cup or more of whiskey to each sur-
vivor to help calm them. The Chief Cook Moore said to me, "Doc, you know this
cup of whiskey is not enough for me." I gave him more in a bottle and told him
to take it easy with it. We treated many wounded. I didn't mind anything un-
til we were transferred to an APA and my knees started to shake. I should
have taken some of the whiskey myself.

* ok h % Kk *k Kk *k K *

LOCKHART, Donald W., SM3c

I was on the bridge when the first plane hit and we went dead in the water.
I can remember admiring the courage of the pilot in a Corsair who was following
the Jap plane, in spite of the fact that both us and the Lowry were shooting at
it and he was right in the line of fire. I remember seeing the other plane
that hit us go directly over the ship on his first pass and we thought he was
done for. But he made a tight turn and came back and hit us close to the
Same spot as the first one had. I then realized that the ship was sinking. I
tock off the binoculars I was wearing, stepped up on the bridge railing and
jumped into the water. It was only a short jump, for the ship was listing bad-
ly to starboard, which is the side I was on. I began to swim away from the
mast which was almost in the water by then. I can remember the flag halyards
being very close to me. The next time I looked up the ship was on her stern
and almost gone.

I had a foul weather jacket on with a COo cartridge life belt over it. It
was quite a struggle to get the jacket and my shoes off. Next problem was the
cartridges didn't work, so I had to inflate the belt by blowing air into it. I
didn't do too good of a job on that. I was lucky enough to find a floating
piece of debris which I latched onto and which increased my survival chances
quite a bit. There was a bad fire burning on the water, but it was quite a
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distance from me and didn't cause me any problem. _

I was able to make my way to an APD and climb aboard. Several of the crew
were already there. When I went below to clean up I was guite surprised to see
that I was covered with oil and was black all over.

* k * *k *k * * * % %

McINTYRE, Robert B., SMlc

The morning of the 28th of May was a rather somber one on the signal bridge.
Not much talking, everyone was just kind of looking out into space, noping
against hope there would be nothing out there to see. 2 "Bogie" was reported
about 20 miles or so to port. This Bogie was identified by our "CAP" (Combat
Air Patrol) and then visually by us as a friendly patrol bomber - a "PRM," For
reasons unknown, their "IFF" (Identification Friend or Foe) signal wasn't re—
ceived. Therefore it was assumed to be a Bogie until it was identified visually.
I think the "Turkeys" were locking up their codes on local time instead of Green-
wich time. On several occasions we needlessly went to General Quarters because
of those malfunctioning bastards.

After the first hit, we all ended up on the port side of the signal bridge.
I climbed up on the Semaphore stand so T could better watch what was going on.
The plane that missed us on its first pass skimmed the water, continued on arcund
the ship and came in off the bow., I yelled, "Stay on the bridge, She's not go-
ing to hit the bridge.® The plane's port wing took out ocur port halyards and
crashed aft of the motor whaleboat, somewhere in the vicinity of the after stack.
Silakowski (KIA) and Burleigh (RIA) left the bridge and headed aft. That's the
last time they were seen. The port flag bag and the wooden deck gratings in
front of it were on fire. T had been knocked about 8 to 10 feet forward by the
explosion. Getting up, I got a fire extinguisher from inside the pilct house and
was trying to put out the fire when scmecne yelled, "Hey Mac." I looked up and
it was the "Gun Boss," Lt. Lee. He was climbing out of the gun director, and he
said, "Get your men off the bridge, we're sinking.”

The Signalmen wore life belts instead of life jackets because it was impossible
to man the flag bags with jackets on. The belts also had their draw backs. If
you leaned too hard on the flag bag when bending on flags the pressure con the
belt would cause the caps to perforate the CO; cartridges, causing the belt to
inflate. We were constantly going back to the Shipfitter Shop to get replacement
COo cartridges. Finally, Myers, SFlc told us he was getting low on them and what
we needed to do was back the "caps" on the belts off a couple of turns. Then
pressure on the belt wouldn't perforate the cartridges. That way, we wouldn't be
using so many.

The first thing I did after swimming what I thought was a safe distance
from the ship was to unsnap the sides of the belt and squeeze down on the COoo
cartridges. Nothing happened. While treading water T managed to get the hose
loose. I would take a deep breath, go under water, and attempt to inflate the
belt, and still nothing happened. By then I really had the worrying duty. Then
it dawned on me the Caps were loose. I tightened the caps, applied pressure,
and I felt like I wasg sitting on top of the world. Shortly thereafter I was
picked up by one of the "Vultures," an "LCS" (Landing Craft - Support).

Later, we were transferred to an "APD." On board we had the bodies of two
crew members: Chief Watertender Prendergast and the other, I believe was Store—
keeper 2c Kaping.

We proceeded to Kerama Retto where we were transferred to the U.S.5. Launder—
dale. I had burns treated around my ankles (I didn't have any socks on.). We
were able to shower, issued clothing, and fed.
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MILLER, William R., RM3c

1 was in the radio room at G.Q. I believe that Joe Paettie was on the
receivers that morning copying code. I remember the 5-inch guns firing and
then the 20-mm. I said to Paettie that the planes must be close because of
the 20-mm firing. Not being able to see anything in the radio room, I decided
to go outside to see what was happening. As I got out on the upper deck I
looked to starboard and saw a plane coming in close to the water, maybe 20 to 30
feet high. The guns were actually cutting the wings off the plane. At this
point I ran back to the radio room. About that time the plane hit the ship and
of course the ship went dead in the water. It was at this time we got into our
life jackets. Titus didn't have one so I gave him mine because Harold could
not swim. Just about then there was another severe explosion which folded a
corner of the exit door in so that we could not get out. We were trapped. I
don't know what made me do it, but I kicked at the bottom of the door and it
fell out. Of course all of the men got cut of the radio room. I checked the
de-coding room as I went by and everything was blown inside. At this point I
headed for the bridge. I got up about 3 or 4 steps on the ladder and the ship
began to list to starboard. At this point there was a door to the cutside to
port and I headed for it. At this time the ship was on her side, so I stood on
the locker and pulled myself up to the side of the ship. T then walked down the
side of the ship when I hit the waterline. I went into a slide and then dove
into the water. 2ll I could remember was to get away from the ship so that I
wouldn't be sucked under with her. When the stern of the ship sunk and her bow
went into the air all I could hear were things tumbling inside the ship. It was
as if someone had dumped a large load of steel cans. I'll never forget those
sounds. I was swimming in oil about a foot thick, and about that time a fire
started. A1l T could think of was to get out of the oil, and I swam with every-
thing I had. After I got out of the oil I was really exhausted. I was about
to go under when I came upon Jim Armstrong who saved me by holding on to him
until I caught my second wind. We found an empty powder container which I held
on to until I was picked up by the small boat which one of the 1CS's sent out.
Until recently I never knew the man who had helped me in the water. I can't
thank him enough. After T was picked up, they treated me for a leg and amm
wound.

* * * * % k& &k % & &

MILLS, Buford C., GM2c

I was the Gun Captain on the port quad 40-mm gun mount. About 0630 word
came over that Marine fighters had made contact with six suicide planes, all
Bettys. The Marine fighters splashed two of them, but the other four got through
into range of our guns. They came in on the starboard side at about 4 o'clock.
All starboard 20's, 40's, and 5-inch guns went into action. Our guns knocked
two of them down; two of them came on through. The first one came down in al-
most a dive and leveled off just above the water at about two or three hundred
yards out. A Marine Corsair was on the second Betty, which came at the ship
from starboard to port, just in front of the bow. The first plane hit aft of
the center on the starboard. One of the wings caught under the tubes of the
quad 40-rm and turned it out of its trunnion. The Marine fighter veered off
the second plane since it was too low. It came up and over, hitting just in
front of the #1 smoke stack. After the first plane hit our ammo racks on the
port side caught fire. I told my crew to leave the gun tub. Our main deck was
already under water and the bow was rising into the air. When I came down from
the port quad 40-mm the water was knee deep on the main deck. I grabbed an empty



U.5.5. Drexler (DD-741); Survivors' Recollections Page 13

5-inch powder canister with a lock type ring, went forward port side, crawled up
on the port bow with the help of lifelines and dropped off the port side. I was
holding the powder canister by the ring. When I hit the water suction from the
sinking ship caught me and I went down - way down. I remember the hull of the
ship with the barnacles on her side dragging against me. I turned and put my
feet on her side and tried to walk up. My lungs were almost exploding. In one
last effort I hunkered close to the ship with my feet under me and gave one shove
against her side. Thank God, T came up. When I became oriented I saw that the
0ll from the ship was on fire, and T started swimming away as fast as I could.
Later, I was picked up by an 1CS.

* k k k * * *k k *k K

MITCHELL, Fred W., Slc

I was in the mess hall and it was about 0700 and I had just finished a
breakfast of pancakes when G.Q. sounded. We all rushed to out battle stations.

My G.Q. station was "Lookout" on Mount #43, the quad 40-mm on the starbcard
side. After arriving at my post and with all the excitement I forgot to put on
my life jacket after putting on the phones, steel helmet and binoculars. It was
lying at my feet on the deck. I loocked through my binoculars and saw a twin-
engine "Frances" heading straight for us. I yelled into my phones to the Gun
Captain the approximate bearing, elevation angle and range of the incoming plane.
Cur gun crew was already sighted in on the plane and was firing straight at it.
I watched as our barrage of shells and tracers went right into him. We expected
the plane to explode at any moment before reaching the ship. The plane, even
though riddled with our gunfire, kept coming towards us. Suddenly the plane was
upon us. The wing was about 80 feet wide. I could even see the windshield. Ev-
erything happened so fast. I knew it was going to crash into out gun.

In an instant I remembered what one of the Marines we transported from
Pearl Harbor to Guadalcanal told me. He said that when you know that an explo-
sion is going to occur, "Hit the deck and lay flat on your stomach." I did this
and it saved my life.

Just as I hit the deck the plane crashed into out gun. There was a tremen-
dous explosion and debris was falling all around me. After a few moments I
looked up and got up on my feet. It was a horrible sight. The gun mount and all
the crew were gone. Everything was on fire. It appeared that I was the only
survivor until I learned at a reunion that George Payne also survived when he was
blown into the water. I was dazed and felt numb. I felt my arms and legs to
make sure they were still there. I wiped my face and felt blood. A mate rushed
by and I asked him if my face was gone. He said it was cut but nothing serious.
Then he hurried awvay.

I knew the ammo from our gqun and the port 40-mm would explode. I found my
life jacket and binoculars on the deck and picked them up. I went down the lad-
der to the starboard deck. The P.A. system was dead. I started to run towards
the midships passageway. I ran into an officer going in the opposite directionm.
I don't remember who he was. He yelled at me and asked me where my battle sta-
tion was and I told him. He ordered me to go back to my battle station. I told
him that it was blown up and on fire, but he still ordered me to go back. I
started climbing back up the ladder and the Gun Captain from Mount #3 was trying
to climb down. He looked at me in disbelief and asked me where I was going. I
told him that I was ordered back to Mount #43 by an officer. He said the mount
was no longer there and the ammo is going to blow up any minute, and he told me
to get back down the ladder - which I did. T again found my way to the midships
passageway without incident. The officer I saw previously was not there, and I
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never saw him again.

Shortly thereafter there was another tremendous explosion as the second adl
plane hit. Suddenly the deck started to tilt and the ship began to roll over.

I knew that I wouldn't have time to put on my life jacket, which I was still
holding. I dropped it on the deck and grabbed the life lines. I started slid-
ing down the side of the ship. The hottom of the ship was lifting ocut of the
water as it was rolling over. I ended up in the water, and I still had my foul
weather jacket on, but no life jacket. I tried to get my jacket off, bhut the
zipper was stuck. I kmew that I had to get away from the ship, so I started to
swim. I swam until I was nearly exhausted. I stopped to look back and I saw
the bow pointed toward the sky and then it disappeared.

My jacket was water-logged and heavy and I could not get it off. The
weight of it was starting to make it very difficult to stay afloat. All of a
sudden a mate appeared and asked me if he could help me. I told him that T
could not get out of my jacket. Fortunately, he had a knife and he cut the
jacket loose. He asked me if I was okay, and since I was no longer weighted
down with the jacket I thought that I could stay afloat. He then took off. I
think he saved my life and I don't know his name.

I swam, floated and treaded water for what seemed like an eternity. My
strength and energy were once again leaving me, and I could hardly keep my head
above water. I saw an officer with a life jacket on and he saw me. He helped me
to stay afloat, and together, with his help, we got to a raft. There must have
been 30 to 35 men hanging on to it. There was no more room to hang on. One of
the mates told me to hang on to his belt. His name was Stephen Marinari, SCM3c.
I will never forget him either.

The next crisis I encountered was the burning oil. As it came close to the
raft everyone started to yell and panic. The officer who had helped me previous-
ly told us to stop and told us how to paddle with our hands to get away from the —
fire. It worked and we managed to get clear of the burning oil.

We saw the ICS in the distance and paddled towards it. When we got close to
it we thought they would throw us a line, but they did not. We started to drift
away. One of the men on our raft swam toward the LCS and yelled at them to throw
him a line, which they did. He swam back and tied it to the raft, and they pulled
us alongside. We finally climbed aboard. Thank God for the solid deck under my
feet. I am forever grateful to all those shipmates who helped me that day.

* * * * k * * * *x *

NEWTON, Marvin, Slc

I was a gunner on a 20-mm in Mount #1 on the starboard side, forward. I
fired all of my 490 rounds at the first plane and ran ocut of ammunition. I looked
around for West, my loader, to put on another magazine, but he and the other gun-
ner, Johnson, and our man that wore the ear phones were all crouched down as they
were trying to protect themselves fram danger. So I unbuckled myself from my
gun and also hit the deck. I looked at the plane and it was diving straight
towards us. I closed my eyes and bowed my head and said to myself, I guess this
is it. It crashed right below us toward the middle of the ship. I asked Nick
Pappas after we were picked up what happened, and he said right before it crashed
it veered to the left. I believe with all my heart that God Almighty protected
me that day. We regrouped for the second plane, and I fired all the ammo I could
at him. He went around to the port side and crashed on that side of the ship.
As the ship began to list to starboard I went through to portside and climbed onto
the side of the bow as it was about 90 degrees to starboard, in the water and
sinking fast. I jumped off and I still had my helmet and life jacket on. It
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was a terrible jerk on my back as I hit the water., I removed my helmet and kicked
off my shoes and started to swim towards the small ship. One of our shipmates
came alongside me and asked which way to go, and I told him to swim in the same
direction as me. Moments later he hollered for help. I looked around and he was
gone. I don't know whether he was taken by a shark, or what. I looked back ear-
lier and saw our ship with the bow straight up in the air, going under. I came
upon a small boat (I assume a motor whaleboat) from the destroyer that was with
us that day. There were men in the boat (no more room inside), but, thank God, I
found a place to grasp on the side and hung on. Boy, was I glad vhen I climbed
up that rope ladder to get on the deck of the destroyer. They gave me a bowl of
soup and used shoes and clothing.

* ok ok ok ok ok w ok % %

PAETTIE, Joseph R., RM2c

My G.Q. station was in the Radio Shack, along with Bill Miller, Bob Feeney
and others whom I can't remember. The first plane hit near the emergency radio
roam which was the G.Q. station of Radioman Ira Hamilton. After the hit, Ira came
up to the main Radio Shack. His face was covered with blood. It seems that
paint chips flew off the bulkheads after the hit, cutting him. He was not serj-
ously injured, although he appeared to be hurt at the time. When the second plane
hit the concussion jammed the Radio Shack door. Miller had the presence of mind
to knock out the emergency escape panel to the passageway. The rear passageway
door was jammed so we went to the forward door at the C.I.C. room. T remember
undogging the door, and just as we got it open the pyrotechnic locker broke loose
and came down across the opening, leaving enough room for us to Scramble over it.
I looked back and saw the officer in charge of C.I.C. (I forget his name) still
sitting on his stool and holding on to the plot table. I remember walking down
the side of the ship and diving off the keel.

After I was swimming in the water I looked back in time to see the bow go
straight up and plunge. I remember an oil fire starting and trying desperately to
get away from it. A little later, I remember coming across someone who was hurt.
I held him up for quite a while, but I had forgotten who it was. Years later, at
our first reunion in Charleston, Bob Feeney reminded me that it was he whom I had
helped. One incident that I remember very clearly was a yeoman who had on only a
life belt and was swimming near me. He Stopped swimming, took off his belt and
just sank. I also forgot his name, but he had tight hair, fair skin and I think
he was the Captain's talker at G.Q. I remember the kindness of the crew who
picked us up, offering us whatever they felt would make us comfortable. I also
remember thinking what a terrible mess we were making of their ship with our oily
clothing and bodies.

ko ko ok ok ok ok ok ok %

PETAGO, William 0., Slc

I was a first loader on Mount 42, a twin 40-mm, and Armstrong was my Gun
Captain. 2t the time the first "Frances" hit, from the starboard side, T thought
it was at about midships. It blew me off the mount and I fell on the deck of the
gun. It almost knocked me out. AS soon as I recovered I jumped back up on the
gun, and it was just a few seconds until the 2nd Frances came in. There was a
Marine Corsair on his tait chewing away at him, and he was taking a lot of 20-mm
hits from us. There was smoke coming from the attacking plane. I never savw a
plane take so much punishment and keep coming. It aimost seemed like a ghost up
there - something that could not be knocked down. I saw that it was going to hit,
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and I said a few words to my good maker, as many of us did I suppose. Again,
it blew me a few feet in the air, and I landed back down on the deck of the
gun. At that time the ship was listing badly to the starboard side. I jumped
up and ran like hell to get on the bridge, and I always hated it if I bumped
into Captain Wilson, because I know those last few seconds must have meant a
lot to him. I jumped on the side of the bridge and slid off in the water and
swam like a Gar fish. I got out away from the ship and heard somecne call out
my name. I gpotted him and it was Don Mosher (7). He was with me when we lost
a destroyer in the North Atlantic, the U.S.S. Fiske (DE-143). Don wanted me to
blow up his life belt. Don and I got separated and T wound up all by myself.
Pretty soon I got to thinking about sharks and I put my knife in my mouth.

About that time T saw a low-flying plane c coming in, and I thought it
was a Jap plane. I tried to dive under water and get my life belt off at the
same time. I gave it a big try but my rump would pop up. It was one of our
TBF torpedo bombers instead of a Jap plane. During this exercise I lost my
knife. After that I waw one of our ICS's. When I got to it and started up the
ladder, Collinson, my BMl/c reached down and helped me aboard and put both arms
around me, patted me on the back and said, "God damm Petago, I's glad you made
it.n

I ended up on a hospital ship which tock us to Guam. I stayed in the hos-
pital 2 weeks on Guam. I had blast concussion and perforated ear drums. I was
then transferred by plane to Pearl Harbor and then tock a ship to San Francisco.

* % % * * % * * dk &

RADCLIFFE, Albert J., BM2c

We were just getting ready for breakfast and it was going to be pancakes.

I remember clearly that the Captain said over the loud speaker, "Bogies 20-miles
away. Take under fire," which we did. I was Captain on port 5-inch gun in Mount
#2. T had 13 men in the mount. We commenced firing at the "Kamikaze" planes.
After 2 minutes of firing we took a hit on starboard side, amidships, and imme-
diately rolled over on our starboard side. One of my gun crew asked me what
happened, and I said we took a suicide hit on the starboard side. He right away
jumped through the hot shell chute, with the starboard gun crew leaving with him.

I went to Tony Fabrizi and told him to fire that gun, but he said it would
not fire. So I tried using the manual pedal with no results. I then asked Sul-
livan, who was the lockout for the mount, what was going on. He said, "Everybody
is in the water." T started passing out life jackets to the port crew and told
them to leave. Oliver Warren {KIA) from Tenn. threw his life jacket on the deck,
stepped on it and said, "Let's fight some more."” The shell-man and the powder-
man left. Sullivan left, I left, and Fabrizi came behind me. When we left, Odom
and Warren were still in the mount. Finally, Odam got out of the gun mount. It
was down about 40 feet.

I helped Sullivan get up on the port side of the ship as he could not not
get himself up to go over the side. Then I told him, "You jump right; I'l1l jump
left." When I hit the water and came up the ship at that time was already sink-
ing - stern first. I put my feet on the port side of the "741" and pushed my-
self away. Just then, the ship went out of sight. There was no suction, no
depth charge explosions. Otherwise, the explosions would have wiped us out.

I then swam over to where some of the crew were in the water. I helped
four men. Then I spent some time with Walker, trying to make him hang on to a
powder can, but he was beyond himself, and was one of the missing. Caruso was
swimming near me and saw a crew member that needed help and was going to help
him. I told him I was tired, and he had to be tired too, but he went anyway to
his shipmate's aid. I watched him go down as the man grabbed him and both went
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down.

I swam over to a life raft where there were about 30 or 40 guys hanging on
to the side of it. Bill Skiffington was sitting inside the raft as he was hurt.
The sea was on fire all around us and the heat was terrific. I toild some of the
crew to move around and make a paddle motion to get away fram the fire. There
again, many of the men were panicking and no one would leave. I talked to Skif-
fington, wished them all luck, and swam away. I came across a young fellow from
Yonkers, New York. I don't know his name. He asked if I could help him. I told
him not to touch me when I swam up to him. I swam up behind him and turned him
over on his back and I treaded water, holding him while he relaxed and floated,
talking to him all the time. After a few minutes I told him there were some Pow-
der cans nearby. He started treading water nicely by himself. T took just a few
strokes, looked back, and he was not in sight.

When I was back in the States and in a bar in Yonkers, N.Y., two young la-
dies sat beside me and were discussing this young sailor who was missing from the
Drexier, the same fellow that I tried to help. The sensation that went through
my body then made the hair on my arms and head go straight up. I started talking
to the ladies, showing my papers that I was on the Drexler. They wanted me to
talk to his wife, but I just could not do it at that time.

Getting back to the sinking, as I was swimming I came across Prokop, and the
two of us swam together. When Prokop was up on one of the swells in the sea ‘he
saw a ship on the horizon and was hoping it was not a Jap ship. I told him I
didn't care what it was, T just wanted to get picked up as we both were very
tired. From the time of the sinking to the time we were picked up by LCS 114 it
was 2 hours and 20 minutes.

After being picked up Nick Pappas (who was already on the LCS) asked me if I
would like to go out in a small boat and look for survivors, which I did. Among
the rubbish floating around from the sinking of the Drexler I came across = ship-
mate, Prendergast, Chief Water Tender. He was just floating on top of the water,
and I brought him back to the 1CS. As I came aboard the LCS I heard a shipmate,
Pharmacist's Mate 1/c Lengeling calling for help. I quickly tied 3 heaving lines
together and gave it to one of the shipmates who said he could swim out to him.
He tied the lines around Lengeling, and T started to bring him in, but he drowned
while being brought in. They worked on him for a long time, but just could not
revive him.

From there we were put on an AKA {cargo ship) which didn't feed us at all. From
there we were taken to Ulithi and placed aboard a Merchant Marine cargo ship, the
Gene Lafite, which fed us 1like royalty. Then on to Honolulu and San Francisco

* ok ok ok ok ok % ok R

RAY, Ben H., GMlc

It started out to be a routine day. Shortly after that General Quarters was
sounded. I was a Gunner's Mate 1st Class and my battle station was Mount Captain
on Mount #3, a twin 5-inch 38 cal. mount with =z total crew of 39 men, I believe,
both in the mount and below deck in ammunition handling rooms. I was standing on
a platform with my head and shoulders through the open top hatch with a blast
shield behind my head. I had a life jacket on, a set of binoculars and z set of
sound-powered telephones around my neck plus a large oversized steel helmet. on
top of the mount, just in front of me, was an open sight I would use to get the
Pointer and Trainer zeroed in for the purpose of shifting the mount to automatic
control by the Main Battery Director. We were firing to starboard at the first



plane. The plane hit us just forward of Mount #3. A wave of water came over
the top of the Mount and down the hatch where I was standing. I believe I
took my helmet and binoculars off as I was soaked. I think I still had phones
on, going back up the hatch, and I saw one or two plane wheels on the stern.
Also, there was a 6 foot piece of gas line wrapped around the sight. I un-
wrapped it and dropped it in the Mount. After that I think we were on Emer—
gency Diesel Power and that we fired a few more rounds.

After the second plane hit I lost all memory as to how I got put of the
top hatch. Hopefully, someone could have shoved me or pulled me ocut, or I
just floated up. I was never a swimmer. A bucket of water thrown in my face
would have drowned me.

I first remember that I was several feet from the ship. I remember using
my handkerchief to wipe the blood and oil out of my face as I had a 4-inch cut
on my forehead.

When I was rescued I was too weak to grab a line. Somecne hauled me
aboard. I was out again until the next morning aboard another ship. I looked
like a mumy. I got out of bed and someone caught me and put me back and told
me what had happened. After finding out my mount crew was missing I was sick,
and it wasn't from my injuries. I had about a half pound of shrapnel from my
head to ankle, and I still have a couple of pieces left.

I was transferred to an Army hospital in Saipan. Before my thirty days
were up I found out the Nurses Aids were Japanese girls. I didn't sleep any-
more. I had a short stop in a hospital in Pearl Harbor and then on to San
Francisco.

* k k% * * * k Kk k x

REAM, George W., TM3c

My station was on the aft part of the bridge to operate torpedo directors
and to be a lockout. I was sleeping on a locker on the main deck when G.Q.
sounded. I loocked at the destroyer to starboard, then above and beyond, and saw
a twin-engine "Betty" and one of our fighter planes on its tail. I could see
sunlight flickering on the enemy plane as bullets hit it. That didn't stop it.
It dove on the other destroyer to our starboard as both ships were firing. Our
plane pulled off and the Jap plane pulled up over its apparent target and came
flying close to the water towards our ship. All firing stopped as destroyers
were in each others line of fire. I saw the Jap plane turn upside down close
to the water and then turn right side up, before it crashed into us at water
line into our engine room. As the plane flipped over its wing tip cleared the
water by about three feet and its props were ruffling the water. The crash was
a big thud and the whole ship shook. All commmications and power were knocked
out. The ship started to sink, but I was not aware of its condition. A second
Betty came in from starboard about 100 feet off the water. Some guns were firing
manually. This plane passed aft of the fantail, flew up the port side about %
mile from the ship , turned and came at us from off the port bow. I could hear
one 20-mm gun firing. The plane crashed on our No. 2 torpedo mount with a ter-
rific explosion. I was on the ladder to the 40-mm gun deck and was hit on my
head with a flying piece of wood. On the gun deck a signal flag halyard dropped
around my neck plus the head phones I was wearing. I asked for help but got
none and cut myself free with the hunting knife I carried, which I then threw
away. While doing this 40-mm shells were going off like firecrackers in a rack
about five feet from me. I then went up to the starboard side of the bridge
and started through the wheelhouse. The ship listed about 45 degrees to star-
board. A Radarman helped me through the wheelhouse to the port side. The radar
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antenna on the top of the mast was about 3 feet above the water. Water was at
our feet on the aft bridge. The ship was almost going down straight. Torpedo
Officer McQuilkin hit the water first, then the Radarman, then me. I could have
been the last one off the ship. I hit the water fully clothed - had on an extra
sweater and a foul weather jacket zipped up. I activated my life belt with only
one cartridge and found out it leaked. I hit the water swimming frantically and
went under. Thoughts while struggling under water: If I don't make it, my moth-
er collects $10,000 insurance, and if I make it, I get 30 days leave. I relaxed,
felt my body float, looked up, could see light, and swam to the surface. While
trying to stay afloat my clothes were getting water logged. I unzipped my jac-
ket, squeezed my life belt and started to swim. I got very tired and hollered
for help I heard, "Hang on," and saw someone with a floating net swimming
towards me. It was McQuilkin. We didn't see the Radarman at all. We picked up
cne other person (Bruton).

* % k *k * * *k *k * &

SCOTT, Roland H., MM2cC

We had been at G.Q. for 72 hours, off and on. As for me, I was a MM2c and
throttle man in the After Engine Room, and my G.Q. station was in charge of the
Forward Repair Party with 7 men on the port side, forward. I felt like a monkey
running up and down the ladder from the engine room to my G.Q. station.

Cn the morning of May 28th we had been in port to take on supplies and
fuel. T had been in my sack for about an hour when G.Q. sounded. While going
to my station I glanced through the passageway just as the first Jap plane hit.
Someone was reaching up to close the hatch to the engine room when a piece of
metal took his arm off between the wrist and elbow.

As we were getting the handy-billy pump running to help fight the fires I
looked up and saw crew members throwing ammunition cans over the side. A Chief
picked one up, and as he released it, it blew up in his face. 2As I turned
around I saw the 2nd Jap plane coming, and I told the guys to hit the deck. Af-
ter it hit above us, only two of us got up. By this time the ship was listing
very badly. There was an officer rumming forward and I grabbed a knife from his
sheath and cut a life raft free. To this day I do not know who he was. I remem-
ber sliding down the side of the ship. After that, everything seems to go blank.
When I came to I was swimming between 2 crew members without 1life jackets, help-
ing to hold them up. Since we were covered with 0il, I could not recognize them.
I did not know until later that only one section of my life belt was inflated.

The next thing I remember this ICS was picking up survivors. When I was
going up the ladder I heard 2 guys hollering for help. I jumped back in the wa-
ter and helped them to the ladder. There was a Warrant Officer who saw this angd
told me I would get a medal for this, which I never did.

The next thing I remember, I was on this hospital ship headed for Guam. I
was there for about 3 months. While there, an Admiral presented me with a Purple
Heart medal. I cannot remember any of the guys there. I suppose the blast from
the bomber that hit us still had me running around in a daze.

I spent some time in a hospital in Pearl Harbor, and then I was transferred
to a hospital in San Diego. I was discharged in January, 1946, with a 10% dis-
ability.

* * % ¥ * *x * * * &
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STUDDARD, Elmer T., Sic

My battle station was in the upper handling room of 5-inch gun Mount #2,
putting the 5-inch shells in the hoist to go up to the mount. When the first
suicide plane hit it left us without power, and the rotating rack that turned
all the time when we were in battle did not stop at the regular opening we used
to get in and out of the "merry-go-round." We were trapped in the cage! How-
ever, the opening that is to line up with the opening in the wall somehow did
stop exactly where the outside people put the 5-inch shells in the rack. This
was the only way out. It was just by fate that the opening did stop at that
exact spot. I got out when the second plane was about to hit. T fell down the
stairs to the galley and then it exploded. I was hit by some object in the lower
spine which caused partly paralyzed lower extremities , and my right wrist was
broken. When I got to the main deck water was rushing in. I just went into the
water and the bow went under within 7 or 8 feet from me - then the explosion and
fire. I just managed to stay ahead of the fire. Picked up by LCS, etc.

* Kk d * % k * * % *

WOOLARD, Ward Marshall, Y3c

In retrospect upon the sinking of the Drexler, I can truthfully say that it
was the most traumatic experience of my life. But for the grace of God, I would
not be here today preaching the Gospel of Christ in keeping with the commitment
I made to Him while in the water a short distance from the oil fire and hearing
the desperate cries of “Help." How very pathetic they were, and I, unable to help.

As one of the first loaders on the portside quad 40-mm gun mount #44, T hit
the deck just before the plane struck the starboard side. Luckily my "Mae West"
was at my feet, a replacement for the waist-type preserver which had two holes.

With the ship now disabled, and like a sitting duck in the water, I found my-
self walking aimlessly on the stern, where there was part of the enemy plane's
wing with the insignia of the rising sun staring up at me, as it were. I almost
stepped on a bare leg that was severed near the hip. Never did I hear the words
"abandon ship," nor did I have to jump overboard, for quite suddenly, the water was
waist deep. I was on my own in the ocean and all alcne except for the good Lord above.

It was a horrendous sight seeing the ship that had been our home away from
home sinking so very fast at the stern, and listing so rapidly to starboard. Men
were climbing over the port rail and walking, running and stumbling on the exposed
left side of the hull in a desperate attempt to get away from the sinking ship
and its impending suction. Shortly thereafter, the bow rose upward, and then the
ship plunged downward and soon disappeared altogether. The aftermath of battle
will be etched in my mind forever.

Seeing the fire caused me to swim very hard to get away from the oil spill.
Thus, I was separated even farther from all other men. Only one ICS remained,
and it was getting smaller on the horizon. What a blessed relief to see an Ameri-
can torpedo plane fly low overhead. This time it was a friendly face - quite un-
like that of the Jap pilot about an hour before. No doubt he saw me waving fran-
tically, and so he radioed the departing LCS, because it turned around and headed
straight to my position. My prayer to God had been heard and answered.

On board the vessel, I declined the offer of whiskey, so they started giving
me plasma for shock. Apparently they missed the vein, with the arm being covered
with cil. When my arm started swelling and became painful, I had them stop the
plasma. I recovered from minor wounds during a 2-weeks stay in Saipan, which
caused me to miss most of the survivors in California.

* * * Kk Kk %k * * Kk % -



USS Drexler (DD-741) - List of Off icers, 5/28/u5!

Name Rank Branch File No. Primary Duti332

*WILSON, Ronald Lee CDR USN 71516  Commanding Off jcer
S8I0¥ELL, Robert Gordon LCDR USN 81281 Exec. OFf./Navigator
LEE, Chester Maurice LT USN 123592 Gunnery Off icer

*»HICKS, Eugene Camp LT USNR 126827 1st Lt./Dam. Control
WEATHERLY, Emmit N. LT USNR 104978 Engineer Officer
**RUPERT, Walter David, Jr. LT USN 165770 Asst. Gunnery
WALLACE, Arthur J., Jr. or USNR 170860 Communicat ions OfFf.
¥*KAYE, Ralph S. LT USNR 141419 Radio Specialist
RILEY, Joseph G. LT jg USNR 185689 Asst. Navigator
MeQUILKIN, WwWilliam T, LT jg USNR 188349 Torpedo Officer
¥« EWIS, Kirby R. LT jg USNR 202270  Asst. Gunnery
HOOD, George W, LT jg USNR 269788  Navigator Asst.
WARRICK, Frank W, LT jg USNR 326832 Asst. Eng. Officer
wwxmILL, Paul D. LT jg USNR 336118 Radar Officer
FORBES, Don H. ENS USNR 377313  Asst. Communications
¥#*STALTER, Herman G. ENS USNR 336096  Asst. Gunnery/Recog.
FELTES, Arthur w. ENS USNR 339432 Sound Off icer
PAPPAS, Nick Martin ENS USNR 367769 Asst. 1st Lieutenant
*KESSOCK, James M. ENS USNR 180441 Asst. Engineer
**GRANT, Clark H. ET jg USNR 256291 Supply/Disbursement
*%THOMPSON, Parley D, gzz% USNR 171450 Med ical Officer

L ANE BN BEE BEE NN IR RN B

1 Sources: Record Group 24 at the National Archives: (1) The List of

Officers for 14=30 November 1944 with the ship
Roster of Officers on 5/1/45 dated 6/5/45 with

Assistance Branch file for the ship.

2 Source:

The List of Officers

roster prepared 6/5/45 are the same,

the same duties when the ship was sun
¥ Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was
generated casualty report prepared by

in November 194,

ts deck logs.
the BuPers Casualty

(2) A

The names on the

so these officers probably had
k on 28 May 1945,

sunk according to a machine-
BuPers arfter the war

in the

"Battle Books" at the National Archives, Record Group 24,

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
March, 2003






U.S5.5. Drexler (DD-741)

Muster Roll of the Crew, 5/28/u5!

*ADAMS, Paul Robert
ADLER, Herbert (n)
**AKANOWICZ, Edward walter
ALFIERI, Joseph John
**AMBURGEY, George (n)
ANCEL, John Florian
ANDERSON, Edward Andreas
ANDERSON, Lawrence Frederick
ANTEAU, Robert Lee
*ARMSTRONG, James Dorwin
AVERY, Kenneth Louis
**3AILEY, Deimor (n)
**83A IRD, Robert James
BALASH, Mide (n)
**BARBER, Billy Harold
BEACH, Archie LaBruce
*BECKER, Henry Judson
BECKWITH, Robert QI in
**BEEMAN, Harvey Raymond
**3[/5SON, Leo walter
BLACK, Efmer (n)
*%3LACK, Robert Tyler
BLAGG, James Douglas
8LOOM, Roy Johnnes
**5 IDEN, Daniel Clair
80YD, Charlie (n)
**BOYER, Kenneth LeRoy
BRANDT, Michael Joseph
*BRANTLEY, Lloyd George
BRENNAN, William Ford
BRICK, Eugene Mail
**BRIDGES, Glen Loyal
BRITTAIN, Thomas Jefferson
*%BRIXIUS, Ear! Francis
*BROWN, Donald MclLean
BRUTON, Cecil William, Sr.
**BUINICKI, Alphonse (n)
**BURLE IGH, Robert Donald
BURROWS, William Thomas, Jr,
*BUTLER, Neil Leonard
BUTTS, George (n)
*8YNUM, Fred Cannon
CALLOWAY, Elmer Allan
CAMERON, Richmond (n)
CAMPBELL, Richard Dale
CANNON, William Warren
**CANTRELL, Euell Clifford
**CARL, William Dorman
CARLSON, Morris Eugene
**CARRIER, John Baptiste
**CARRUTHERS, Harry Grube

24f-52«15
S08=-44=50
653-07=-03
711-39-93
961 =-09-97
338=74=11
907 -86-37
959=19=82
861-97-78
856-61-63
898-39-87
921 =93-09
AN7-12-44
285-~72-09
838-73-86
269=-48-21
706-09-28
Gily-13-17
207=14«19
667-17-28
616-30-21
Q48-56-96
SUO-L5-40
877-58-65
250-50-97
930-85~14
921 -~80~95
224-83-83
611=27-82
950~96-02
655=-75-98
SU45-52=-45
932~16-58
960-92-57
897-08~-65
3U~-U43-64
201 -63~-46
573-29-58
205-63-71
385~90~84
637-25-23
271 =-86=43
624-24-80
234~56=-74
283-71=-78
640-80-38
722-38-18
285-66-38
305-84-07
579=31 47
908-27-13

Ste
Ste
MM3c
Ste
Flce
Fic
SFece
Fle
FC3c
GM2e
Ste
Ste
Fle
Stc
S2¢
Ste
TM2c
QM2e
Cox.
Ste
8M2c
SSML3c
Stce
Fle
EM1c
Ste
Stc
SoMlc
RMZc
Fle
GM3e
Flc
Sic
Fle
GM3c
Ste
GM2e
Ste
Ste
MM3c
Stec
wWT3c
SM2c
Fle
MM3c
Bzc
Ste
St1c
¥TZ2c
S2e
Fle



v.5.8. Drexler (DD=-741 ), Muster Roll,

- e mp e Em am em e em Sk Em ke EE O EF O EE WS TE WR We SR an Em mR Es kS W AR A A ER AW W e

**CARTWRIGHT, Dennis Bartlett

»*CARUSO, Geatano William
CHAPLIN, Francis William

*CHAPMAN, Joseph Fleming, Jr.

*%CHAPMAN, Merrill Dimple

CHIAFFITELLI, Salvatore Dominic

CHRIST IANSEN, Henry Ofaf
**CLARK, Arthur Shaw, Jr.
**%CLARK, wWillard Ol iver

CLAYTON, Raymond Hugh

CLEMENS, Newton Kremer
*%COBBE, Gerald Joseph

COLE, Emmett (n)
**COLEMAN, Lewis Freeman

COLEMAN, Roy Knowiton

COLLINS, Donald Lester

COLLINSON, James Will iam

COMPERE, William Lee

COOLEY, William (n)

COOPER, Clarence John

CRATER, Hubert Charles

CRAWFORD, Carl! Odell
**CRISCO, Maxie Joe

*CUCCIA, Nicholas (n)
**CUNERD, Thomas Stanley

CURG INO, Joseph Joseph

CURRAN, John Joseph
**DAGUE, Russell! Conwell
*%DA JUTO, Donald (n)
**DALLAS, Wenzel Irvin
**DANIELS, Edward Francis
**DAUNCEY, Francis Russel

DAV IODSON, Paul Merlin

DE ROCCO, Umberto Bert
**DESENBERG, Donald Arthur
*%DE VITO, william Ralph
**DEVLIN, Edward Joseph
**D |STEFANO, Anthony Joseph

*DIXON, Daniel Robert

DOBSON, Arden (n)

*DUBINSKAS, Frank Joseph

DULANY, Virgil Owen
**JUNN, Loren Everstt
**DZ[KAS, Anthony Simon

*EASTMAN, John Milton
**EOWARDS, Charles Luther
*EGNEW, Carl Richard
*EHRICH, Kenneth James

FABRIZI, Anthony Patrick
~*FEENEY, Robert Edward
**FERGUSON, Robert James

*F INNEY, Paul (n), Jr.

FLANAGAN, Edward Joseph

5/28/u5

969=-34=-58
707=14=01
960-91=75
932-56-14
273=20-23
908-18-27
908-39=-23
205=71-01
707=34-21
861-18-05
923=-04=-98
712=93-88
966=-54~78
274-28-32
201=-65=-91
293-31-30
201 -76=79
SuQ-4707
857-00~91
351-06~22
932-21=67
932~37-38
722-38-41
360-30~-64
817~31=46
Suy-63-10
712=61=24
923=33-87
285=-72~50
375-83-19
898~58-30
892=34=20
614~01-28
662-28~U41
962-61=~53
643-63-80
908-88-69

712=93=25 -

827-58-15
895-24-85
827-52-61

376-10-32
24l4=83-28
808-56-75
238-72-65
658-32-29
382-07~65
712-93-24
643-63-66
251=16=69
712-68=74
S74-98-72
246-39-54



**FLEMING, Homer Fletcher
**FOLEY, James Edward
*»*FOARMAN, Edward (n)

FOX,. Henry Veal
**FREDERICK, Robert Holimes

*FRITZINGER, Frank! in Howard

¥FULTZ, Elmer James
**FURNO, Robert Ernest

GA INEY, George Leon

*GALLAWAY,. Frank Leroy

GALLUP, Dudl/ey Durant
*%GANEM, Frank Joseph, Jr.
**GANNON, Bernard Aloysius

GAVIN, Eugene William

GEROSKY, John (n)

*GLOVER, George Raymond
**GRAY, James Ellis
¥GROCE, John (n)
**GRUBER, Kenneth Dale

GWYNN, Leonard (n)

HAAS, Joseph Valentine
**HALL, Ernest Willie,. Jr,
**“HALL, Leonard Joseph

HAMILTON, Ira (n)
“*HANNAH, James Richard

*HARDIN, Edward Quinton
*HARDY, Billy Joseph
**HARPER, Walter Nathern
*HARRIS, Ben Pearman
*%HART, Robert Russell,. Sr.

HEK, Ben Lee
*HERDINA, Raymond Frank

HOLMES, Raymond Lester
**HOLT, Samue! Thaddeus
*%HOLTER, Phillip Walter

HORAN, Bernard Eugene

HORNER, Thomas Onesumus
**HORRIDGE, Henry Rostran

HOWELL, Fred Rayburn

HUGHES, Eugene (n)
**HUGHES, John Francis
**HUMES,. Frank Kanther, Jr.
**HUNT, John Weldon

HUNT, Robert Gray

INGRAM, weldon Arthur
**JACKSON, James Corry

JAEGER, Martin Albert
*»JENKINS, Daniel Tart

JOHNSON, Charles Edward

*% JOHNSON, Clarence Wwilliams

**JOHNSON, Robert Franklin
**%JONES, Carl! Lee
JONES, Willard Lee

U.S.5. Drexier (DD-741 ), Muster Roll, 5/28/45
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969-24-59
202-41-76
212-59=-54
274~54-37
293-10-37
82641 =49
924-24-30
709=37-99
262-31=03
279=54=97
720-87-93
360-05-31
815-37-68
861-61-85
712=93=14
756-13-80
Y14-54-92
615=05.69
962=-61 =60
268=55-81
921 ~43-89
893-89-06
807-66-02
848~ 36=-56
291 -88-62
311-69~29
837-49-39
865=00~05
930~98=32
655-32~05
266-01-73
305=79=-17
337-45=-40
604=91 =47
871=07-48
620-31-98
832=78-01
824=11-46
2 =99=10
560-23-68
621-50-19
S22-15~82
636=-19=-43
849~99-33
376-44-20
966-83-13
622-35-60
650=-38=45
920~86=34
671-59-28
256-52-30
839~41-00
L0=51 =59

Ste
MM3c
MM1 ¢
FClc
MM3c
Ste
Ste
T™Mic
CMM
MM1 e
RTZc
CMM
TM3c
MM3e
Si1e
Ste
CwWT
wTte
Fic
SK1c¢
Fle
3Te
GM3c
AM3c
GMZe
EM2¢c
Flc
Ste
Ste
CMoMM
CBM
MMZ2c
FCR1c
Cox.
HAle
FC2c
SC3c
Ste
Ste
Ste
MM3c
Ste
MMl ¢
FCR3c
GMl ¢
Ste
SCle
AM1 c
Ste
StMl ¢
Ste

Ste
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**KALER, James Woodrow
**KAPING, Robert Ervin
*sKELLY, Billy Patrick
**KERN, Alden Lovelace
*%KETCHUM, John Thomas
**KINCADE, Louis Edgar
**K ING, John Peter
KING, William Hugh
KOVALCK, Gus Roderick
LaFEX, Gordon Frank
¥*«LAUDERDALE, n(n ngn
*%[EBQ, Bodie Paul
¥ EGGETT, Sam Bell
¥%LEMKE, Marvin Herman
*%[ENGELING, Irwin Bernard
LEPERI, Joseph Gabriel
**LEWIS, Eimer Murray
¥*LEWIS, James Gordon
LILES, Plumer Haywood
% JTTLEJOHN, James Melvin
LOCKHART, Donald wallace
**LONG, William El!lis
**{ OQUQUET, Eugene (n)
*LYMAN, Donald Georae
**MADDOX, Walter Lewis, Jr.
MAIELLA, Frank James
MALTERER, John Arthur
MARCANTEL, Roy (n)
**MARCHANT, Ralph Leon
MARINARI, Stephen Joseph
MARKOWSK!I, Alfred Staniley
*MARSHALL, Dewane Adam
*%MART IN, Rush Starling, Jr.
¥*MATHIEU, Aurel! Anthony
*MAURILLO, Gaetano William
*MAXEY, Loy (n), Jr.
MC BAIN Harold Joseph
MC COY, Leon Robert
* %MC CULLOUGH, James Richard
MC DONALD, Robert Nelson
MC GRATH, James Rowen
*MC INTOSH, John Essie
MC INTYRE, Robert Benson
*eMC MILLAN, James Edwin
*MEANS, Reginald Houston
MEYER, Vincent Louis
MILLER, James Edward
MILLER, William Robert
MILLS, Buford Clay
*%MILLS, William Ora
MITCHELL, Donald Chester
*MITCHELL, Fred walter
*MOKROHMA ISKY, Raymond (n)

5/28/45

926~-88=91
639-36-98
264=17-23
843-17~09
61 5~82-38
337-27-03
811-12-93
604-33=-18
S560=23=39
PLhL=E63-b42
576=64-62
952-57-89
969-32-04
305-68=-40
725=-00-12
826-76-82
893-97~-46
932-09~14
969=-32~34
264-02~-57
242174
B26=24-48
225=-02-20
600=-54=-32
935=44-05
907-56~21
85901 ~67
275-55-81
273-18-92
817~85-34
908-56-27
648=33=74
658~52=21
203~16~16
647-70-25
753=32=54
706=-08=61
411-32-71
651 =74=51
202-10-72
817~-46~-85
385-85~19
316=82=65
932-U41 =64
928-59-94
223-90-21
971 -06=-41
653-02~-67
262=-94-06
863~97-28
400-86-54
251 ~47=-29
859-0b-11




U.S5.5.« Orexjer (DD=741 ), Muster Roll, 5/28/u5
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»*MONDS, Jerry Spencer 967=05-60
*»*MOORE, James Fortner 971 ~06=25
*MOORE, Thomas Leonard 550-55~59
MOSHER, Harry James 312-93-14
MOTT, James William 932-2u4~16
NEWTON, Marvin Gasque, Jr. 932-24=19
**NOIVA, Armand Figueiredo 643.81~10
OIBRIEN, Will iam George Sdl31-72
*»Q!DAY, John Regis 251=30-54
ODLE, Nye Edward 291-78-08
ODOM, Wwilliam "G" "R" 970-01-55
*QIDONNELL, Edmond (n) 238=-90~55
**QLIVER, Eugene Lee, Jr. 833-94=032
*»0SBOURNE, Francis Shelden Jr.636-65«90
**PADGET, Joe Wise 930-47-68
PAETTIE, Joseph Robert, Jr. 817-58=80
**PARSONS, John Lipacomb 273-06=-58

PAYNE, George Whitfield, Jr. 971-06-30
**PENDLETON, John Scott, Jr. 926=92=~42

*PETAGO,William Olan 630-92-68
PETTEE, Robert Erland 823=-02-63
PHILLIPS, Edward Bernard 896-32-53
*%PHILLIPS, Leo Matthias 646=-31 =09
PIACENZA, Gelvido Nilo QUl=53=19
*FPINSON, Harold Harper 287-18-36
*%POLLARD, Everett Henry 816«54~08
*FPOMAINVILLE, Roland Isadore B825-43-66
**POOLE, Carl Edward 860=45-89
*%PRENDERGAST, . Richard Edward 201-17-54
**PRESSLEY, Eugene Graham 264~18-29
PRESSLEY, William Walter,Jr. 936-~59-17
*%PRESTRIDGE, Steve Harmon Qu0-54-13
PRICE, Charles Graydon 293-04-15
*%PRIDDY, Gilbert Henry 26348937
PROKOFP, Andrew Peter 706-08~84
PULLAR, Andrew (n), Jr. 643-80-u48
PUTNAM, Arthur Rixey 836-78-5%9
RADCLIFFE, Albert Joseph 403-60-17
*RAY, Ben Hooper 295-86=-40
*REAM, George William 821-63-08
“%REES, William Henry, Jr. 762=-48~00
*»REILLY, -Thomas Aloysius Q27 =it 3=02
**ROBINSON,. Edmon Scott 88046414
**ROB INSON, Johnnie (n) 273-11=52
**ROSENFELD, Robert Edward 301 =19=-04
ROTHERMEL, Herman Daniel 921 -81 -89
**ROWAN, Ogden Wilson 223-35-68
**R0WE, Roy John 858-61=-08
RUSSELL, Ernest (n) 658-70-28
SCHOENING, william Joseph 818=80-38
SCOTT, John Collard 251-55-67

*SCOTT, Roland Harold 552-30-71

SEMENOFF, Robert Herman 897 ~47 =28



SERUGA, Albert Francis
*%SHAW, Russell Eugene

SHREAVES, . Barton Louis
“%SIEBERT, Gilbert Tracy

w S ILAKOWSKI, will iam Joseph Jr.

“*SILKINER, Maurice Guy
**SIPES, Ralph Easly
%¥SKAGGS, Joseph Roy
*SKIFFINGTON, william Francis
SMITH, Dwight Lester
SMITH, Lucien Charles, Jr.
*%SMOOT, Charles Robert
**SNYDER, Frederick Edward
*4%SPENNATO, Nicholas George
**STACY, Paskel Curtis
**STALLINGS, William, Jr.
**STANGLE, Joe walter
*STEMPLE, Daris Burns
STEMPOWSK1, Norbert
STEVENS, John Henry
**STEWART, vames Bill
“»STINER, Darmon Roy
STIRES, Norman (n)}, Jr.
STONE, Dennis Ray
*STONER, Howard Edwin
STROHMA IER, Eugene (n)
*STROOK, George John
*STUART, William (n)
*STUDDARD, Elmo Thomas
SULLIVAN, Daniel James
**SULLIVAN, Thomas Dennis
**SWEENEY, Robert James, Jr.
**SWINEY, David Burton
SwiTZ, George John
TATSCH, Harold Clifton
**TETREAULT, Frederick Francis
**xTHOMAS, Fred Douglas
THOMAS, William Vinton
**THOMPSON, Joseph Frank
TIERNEY, Will iam James
**«T [TUS, Harold Albert
**TOMPK INS, Matthew Whitfield
*TOWNSEND, Clinton Arthur
TURLEY, Douglas Allen
**TURNER, Robert Clyde
**VETTERS, Anthony Edward
*VIAR, John David
VINES, Chariles (n), Jr.
**WALKER, Thomas Willie
WALTON, George Ashley
**WARREN, Ol iver (n), Jr.
*»%WASHINGTON, Lee (n)
*%WAYCASTER, Hugh Lewis

U.S.S. Drexler (DD-7u41), Muster Roll,.5/28/u45
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244-11=-55
975=26=49
936~39~60
869-61-06
712=64=24
703-38-21
9322381
BU5.02~36
761=58=-84
Qu2-57-38
556-84~42
756=13-62
924-85-77
921 =42 -28
5665394
931~98-34
961 =89=-09
258=-09=-93
805-41-96
847 ~-06-80
577~59-54
566=55=52
566=63=-86
756~13-66
ST14~40=79
379-39-33
566~56=45
251-34-06
358-34-39
203-27-38
706-96=76
801 -67-74
273=-27-93
922-39-51
577=56-70
666-59-78
295-30-83
393~48=61
722=-37-66
274=-75-99
225=30=40
636-31-26
830~15=60
756=13~79
668-38~37
557=-17=-50
603=72=-94
273-27-87
QUO=-51 44
967-23-4u
971-06-39
847 -35-62
690=-54=4k

Ste

MoMM2c

Sfc

Ste

Slc

S2c

StMl ¢ —
Sz2¢



U.S:.5. Drexler (DD=-741 ), Muster Roll, 5/28/u5
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WE IKERT, Henry Albert
**WELLONS, Worth (n)
++WEST, Joseph Dorsey
wEST, walter Irby
*WETZEL, Bruce Richard
WHEELER, Carl! Brown
*%WHITE, Ol in Hughes
“*WHITFIELD, Horace Ray
**WHITMAN, Marvin Otis
WILLIAMS, James Lowell, Jr.
wiLLlS, Don Carlos, Jr.
**W IMBISH, Clarence Chamberliain
%W INFIELD, Gene Tunney
*%lW INSTON, Edward Ray
*%WOJC IECHOWSKI, Walter (n)
**w00D, Thomas James
WOODS, Louis Joseph
*WOOLARD, Ward Marshall
YATES, George Thomas
%*«YORK, Ray Edwin

X Xk ¥k K K K X X ¥ X

Notes:

1 Source: Report Of Changes sheets dated 5/28/45 on microfilm at
Archives Il indicating the status of enl isted crew members and

the location (vessel or station) of s

922=93-48
680-20-78
885~-35~99
269~22-15
UGy 2 Lty
783-70=03
834-16=75
657-22-62
305~-58~11
921=07=-27
272=47-99
7825749
256=72=09
971-03=72
244-92-37
GU7-22-95
898~70~08
969-32~17
905-84-74
264~16«10

*

urvivors.,

* Wounded (%% Killed) when the Drexler was sunk off Okinawa by
kamikazes on May 28, 1945, according to a machine-generated

list of casualties prepared by BuPers after the war at Archives

Il in the "Battle Books" (Record Group 24) listing casualties

by battle/campaign, by ship.

Summary of Casualties:

Not Complement
Killed Wounded Wounded on 5/28/u5
Officer 8 Py 11 21
Enl isted 150 52 134 336
TOTALS 158 Si 145 357
bit%

E, A. wWilde,
August, 2003
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Narrative by: Commander R. L. Wilson, USN
Lieutenant Commander R, G. Bidwell, USN
USS DREXLER (DD-741)
Sunk off Okirawa ~ Sulclde Planes.

The USS DREXTER, DD-741, went down in
49 peconds after belng hit by two Jap sulcide
planes off Okdnawa. In thls recording the
commanding officer and the executive officer

describe the DREXLER!s part in the Okinawa
campalgn and glve thelr version of the sink-
ing,
Film No. 410 Copy No._ [/ _of three coples.
Recorded: .25 July 1945 Rough Transcript: Scherff, 13 November 1345

Smooth Tramscript: Clark, 17 December 1945
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DECASS
Narrative by: Commander B. L. Wilson, USH

Lieutenant Commander R. G. Bildwell
USS DREXLER (DD-741)
Sunk off Okinawa - Suiclde Planes.

Commander Vilson!

This 1s CommandedR. L. Wilson, former commanding officer of the
destroyer DREXLER, DD-741,

The DREXLER toox part in the initial amphiblous operatiome for the
occupation of Okinawa. We were part of Support Carrier Unit #3, and we
left Ullthi Ielands on 27 March, arriving off Qkinawa early on the morn-
ing of 1 April, Easter Sunday, which wag D-Day for the occupation.

Durling the month of April, we operated with Support Carrier Unit #3.
On the 2nd of May, we were detached from Support Carrler Unit #3 and reported
to Commander Task Group 51.5 for duty as a picket support ship. Our first
picket duty was on 3 May, when we were sent up to picket station 3, which
ig north of Okinawa and durlng that same veriod, we were shifted down to
plcket statlon 5.  We were with the WADSWORTH, which was the radar picket.

Durling that perlod, we were under direct attack only once by a plane
which dlved on the WADSWORTH, and which we mseisted to eplash about 50
yards off the port beam of the WADSWORTE., Our next plcket duty was radar
plcket station 15 where we were a plcket support for the GAINARD who was a
radar plcket. Durlng that period we were under ettack at night only, the
planes did not come down in the day time, At least they didn't attack us,
but we were under attack for three comsecutive nights, about four hours each
night, and durlng thie period, we shot down one twin-engine bomber close
astern and assisted in shooting down two other planes.

A few daye later, we went back to picket station 15 and the first night
we were under attack all night., We were at general quarters almost all
night. The results of our firing that night were undetermined. We cannot
say definltely that we shot down any planes. The next morning the SFROSTON,
which was another support ship, got hit and she wae relieved by the BOYD who
carried Commander Destroyer Division 92, The radar picket at that time was
the AMMEN, We stayed with them tne rest of that day and the following
night and were sent into port early the next moming to replace ammunition,






FELT SHIP WOULD BE ATTACKED

After we had completed replenishment, we went back to the transport
area at Okinawa and were put in the transport AA ecreen, Thla was the
morning of 27 May, when we were AA transport screen., From that time until
we were hit and in fact for a few hours after that, a period of about 30
hours, the Japs were down continuously and they hit both destroyers out in
radaer plcket statlon 5 end they bhit a small craft out there, this was on
the 27th, and that nignt they hit two APDs in the transport screen.

At 0130, on 28 May, we were sent up to radar picket station 15 with
the LOWEY, the LOWEY was to be the radar picket and we errived on the
station about 0400, 28 May, and relieved the BOYD and the AMMEN. Ve had
been at general quarters practically all night and when we weren't at
general quarters, we were ln condition One Easy. Along about 0500 there
were no further reports of the Jap planes, so we set condition One Easy
agein, and the LOWEY and the IREXLER then were patrolling radar picket station
15, thls was 15 modified. They had moved the station over a little bit from
its original poeition, The exact position was bearing 353 dezrees true,
40 miles from Point Bols.

The DEEXLER and LOWEY were steaming in column on courses east and west,
reversing course half hourly, making 15 knots and the DREXLER was on the
eastern end of tne line, We had two support craft with us on that station.
They were the 1CS(L) 55 and 56 and they were directed to patrol on
generally east and west courses, three to four thousand yards to the north-
vard of us. I was the senlor commanding officer and acted as the officer
in tactical command of the picket group.

Normally there were four small craft aselgned as picket support craft,
but on the previous night, two ¢f the small craft on thzt station had a
collision and were sent back to Okdnawe, so we only had two support craft
on that mornirg.

At 0843 the officer of the deck reported to me a Bogle which they had
picked up on the SC radar. We went to general guarters right away. It had
been our policy, and I think on most ships, that if a Bogle close in to 20
mlles, you would go to general guarters. On this particular morring, however,
we went to general cuarters immediately because I felt that we were going to
be attacked. '

CAP SEOT DOWN PLAKE

At about 0650 while we were steaming on course 090, we reversed course
by eimultaneous turn movements and came to course 270. We would normally have
reversed course at G700 in accordance with our patrol plen, but we reversed
at this time 1n order to close the small craft and at about this same time we
went to 20 knote. The bearing of the Bogle was 035, the range was 28 miles.,
The LOWEY, who was the radar plcket, sent her Combat Air Patrol out to investi-
gate the contact and the Combat Air Patrol reported a FEM.
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Upon hearing this, I teld combat, that is CIC, that we could see a
vepor trail on the same bearing ese the contact and that I thought the FEM
vas not the contact we had, 2nd as a matter of fact, a few minutes later we
gighted = FBY but it wes on a different bearing. So I was sure we had a
real Bogle.

At about 0655, we had another besring on the Bogie end it had borne
right a little, as I remember the bearing was 040, So, at about this time,
ve executed a destroyer's column right, 60 degrees and came to course 330
end about this same time, we went to 25 knote. Very shortly thereafter we
sighted a plane on the starboard beam, coming in, elevetion about 2,000 feet,
range about seven miles.

The Combat Air Petrol took thie plane under fire Just as we were about
to fire on it and they shot it down. Vhen we saw him, hie target angle was
gero, 80 I believe that he wag already headed in to attack us,

At the same time we noted this plane going down, we sighted another
plene sharp on the starboard bow, elevation about 2,000 feet and his range
about seven miles, Ee was already in his low, shallow glide, circling towesrd
the head of our column, We came left and ovened fire immediztely and the
LOWRY opened fire a few seconds before we did., The plane came on in, dived
on the IOWXY and just as he might have hit the LOWRY, asppeared to zoom up
over the LOWEY and he missed him and looked like he was going to splash be-
tween the two ships, but he didn't splash, He splashed into us insteed and
hit us on the starboard side between the main deck and the water line, Just a
little forwerd of tke sterboard guad .40 mm mount, at frame 114,

This plene spreyed us with gasoline &8 he hit, which sterted fires and
it broke steam lines in the after fire room and in both engine rooms. The
after engineering plant was put out of commission entirely because tke steam
lines in the after fire room were broken, at least the euxiliary steam line
was., This fire room wes secured from top side. The after mein distridbution
boerd in tke after engine room wes completely demolished so all electrical
power aft wes lost, but the after emergency diesel generator started up
immediately and furnished power to five~inch mount Ko. 3.

Immediately after the plane hit, we noted from the bridge a great
volume of steam coming out of the starboard slde of tke ship, s0 we Tung
up two-thirds standzard speed for the time being until we could learn the
extent of the damage and so that we wouldn't drain all the stesm out of the
boilers. Actually we didn't get two-thirds espeed even, because the ship
slowed down very quickly end stopped.

¥hile we were still fighting the fire from the first plene, as a matter
of fact, this vwhole action took place in about a mimmte and a half, but Just
a few seconds after the first plane hit us, another plane dived on the LOWEY
vhich we fired on and splashed. We hit him with a five-inck shell and he
tumbled into the stern of the LOWRY, This, we figure, was about 30 seconds
efter the first plane hit. '
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At this time, we had not lost electrical power forward. The
auxiliary steem line in the forward engine room was ruptured, but for a
few seconds tke bollers continued to supply steam so that the generator
forward ran and supplled power forward, but we had no sooner splashed the
second plane when we lost all power forward completely. The forward
emergency diesel had started and ran intermittently, but eitker due to
overload or short clrcults or broken relays, we did not get power forward,
to the forward five-lnck mounts. So we were vractically dead 1n the water
wlth no electrical power except for the diesel aft.

SIGHTED ANCTHER PLANE AT SEVEN MILES

Immediately after we lost power, we sighted another plane, sharp on
the starboard bow, about 2,000 feet altitude and 1ts range was about seven
miles and he was already started in on his attack, He circled around to
our bow in his low, shallow glide and we opened fire. Mount &, which had
power, got off a few roundsat him in local control before he got so sharp
on the bow that the mount wouldn't bear. Mounts 1 and 2 were both in local
control and hand power. Mount 1 got off a few rounds, mount 2 didn't get
off any, although they got thelr guns loaded.

The fire from the five-inch mounts was ineffective beczuse 1t was im-
posslble to traln the mounts fast enough to keep them on tke plane. Our
starboard .40 mm quad hed already been put out of commission and the star-
board .40 mm twin near the bridge, the shield around it had been damaged and
all the ammunition around 1t bhad been damaged, but this mount received
ammunition from the twln mount on the other side of the bridge, so .40 mm
twin mount on the starboard side and the starboard .20 mm guns took the plane
under flre and our two radar picket Corsairs both got on the tail of the
plane and followed him in through our fire,

We apparently hit one of these Corsairs because he peeled off smoking,
but he didn't crash. The other Corsair stayed right on the tall of the
plane as he came on in. The plane apparently tried te hit the bridge but as
he came on 1it, our own fire and the Corsair's fire behind him seemed to force
him out of bounds, so he came right down the port side very close, winged
over and pessed directly over the shin, over No. 2 stack. I think he had
tried to crash us at that time, but he didntt, he missed us, and it loocked
llke he was golng to crash ir tke water. Ee was smoking, but he recovered
from that and the .20 mms on tke. starboard side took him under fire again
and this same Corsalr plcked kim up again, was right on his t=11, and the
plane circled around and came in from dead shead. Looked like he was trylng
to hit the bridge 2g=in, clipped our signal halliards, and scraped the mast
and crashed into tkhe superstructure deck right at the base of No, 2 stack,
right at the amidships passagewsy, rather.

There was a tremendous explosion which shook the ship vioclently and

knocked most pecple down that were standing up, at least it knocked all
the people down on the bridge, knocked them flat orn thelr back, and it
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threw parts of the ship hundreds of feet in all directions and started a
large 01l fire which shot several hundred feet up into the alr. The sghip
turned over repidly on 1ts slde and then sank stern first, disappearing from
glght within 49 seconds zfter the second hit.

The casuslties were very high, due to the fact that the ship sank so
fast and due to the fact that she rolled over so fast. I think i1f ghe had
stayed upright we would have got a lot more people off, but the fact that
she rolled over made it difficult to move a2round on the ghip. You couldn't
climb uwp a hatch or couldn't climb up a ladder or go through a door. You
could hardly climb from the starboard to the port side of the ship to get
off.

0f course the water around was covered with oll and debris, We didn'}
have time to release a2ll the life rafts - we cut three of them loose. The
other life rafts did not release with their hydrostatic release, probably
because the ship went down eo fast. The floater nets did not get clear of
the ship, except for ome arnd 1t was wooded up so bad, it was of no use. We
had a number of five-inch powder cans on board which were stacked on the
mein deck. These all floated clear and were responsible for saving a great
many men.

The small craft picked up the survivors. In addition to the LCS 55
and 56, the LCS(L) 114 arrived during the actlon and she also picked up
survivors, 1n fact, she picked up most of them,

A correction on & ship that was hit on our second tour on radar
plcket statlon 15, It was the STCORMES that was hit instead of the SFROSTON,
The SPROSTON was not with us.

On the morning of the 28th when we got sunk, the first plane that was
shot down by the Combat Air Patrol was identified as a Nick, twin-engine
fighter. The other plenes that attacked us were twin-engine planes, and at
the time we thought they were Francesses That's what we wrote w 1n the
report. I understand, however, that later the Intelligence of CINCPAC decided
that those planes were Nicks, that they were all Nicks, They were big planes
and they could have been Franceases I think, and even if they were Nicks they
could carry a pretty blg bomb load, That second plane that hit ue, some
People cleimed they saw two bombs on 1t. We were sure at least of one,

Some people said there was a bomb under each wing.

The time of the attacks: the first plane hit us at 0702, and the
second plane hit us at% 0704,

Lt. Comdr. Bldwell:

- Thls is Lt, Comdr. R. G. Bildwell, the former executlive officer of the
USS DREXLER, DD-741.
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The majorlty of personnel or about half tae personnel lost in the
elnkdng of the IREXLER, were apparently trapped below, due to the rapid
slniclng of the ship. Several statlons, such as the plotting room, the
magazines, lower handling rooms, and mount 3 had no personnel eascape.
There was one exceptlion in mount 3, the mount ceptain who was in his seat
up in the top of the mount, apparently was blown out the hatch in the top.
He doesn't know how he got off the ship, as the first thing he knew, he
rezalned consclousnesas in the water,

The rescue shlps commenced plcking up men approximately a half hour to
45 minutes after the shlp went down. The Job that those ships did was
excellent, they were very efflclent in gearching the area and plcidrg up the
wounded and worst cases first. The 114 in particular did a good Job, inas-
much as sghe was jJust reporting for duty, she was much closer to the ship at
the time of the sinkking. She stood right into the survivors as close as she
could without hittlipg them and threw over life rafts, cut loose her own
liferafts, so that men could hang onto those untll she had time to pick them

up.

I was the first man plcked uwp by that particular skip, went aboard and
efter assleting a2 few people over the slde of tke shlp, went up on the bridge
with the commanding officer. At this time, epproximately a half hour after
the ship went down, the Combat Alr Petrol shot down one more plane, ldentifled
as a Val, Distance from where we were was aporoximately three to four mlles,

The area was thoroughly searched by the three LCSg after all the
survivors were picked up. They had much difficulty in searching the area
due to the empty five-~inch taenks (shells) which floated wlth one end up and
were covered wlith oll, and inasmuch as all the men in the water were covered
with oll, 1t looked exactly like a man!s head.

Two of the men recovered by the 114 were drowned., Apparently they
swellowed a great deal of o1l in additior to water and supply hrtificial
respiration to them for three to four hours did no good at all,

After goirg over the area twlce and recovering her own, or enough life-
rafts to replace her own, the ICS 114 stood down to the anchorage at Qkineawa,

About five miles or ten miles south of the picket statlion, an AFD, the
PAVLIC, approached ond took the survivors from the 114 who returned to her
etation. While aboard the 114, the men were given 0ld clothes and shoes and
a blt of alcohollc teverages to warm them up. The crew on that shi» went
all out to asslst the men in every way possible,

On the PAVLIC the men who had not recelved clothing on the 114 and
desired i1t were i1ssued dungarees, The PAVLIC proceeded immedlately to the
anchorage at Hagushl where the wounded were transferred to the CRESCENT CITY,
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both the stretcher ceses end the walking wounded, and were further trans-
ferred by the CRESCENT CITY to two other vessels in the harbor. The well
survivors were sent to the LAUDERDALE, which is known as the survivor

ship, where the men were processed and 1ssued, or it wes seen to, that they
had one good guit of dungarees and ore complete outfit., In additlon, they
were given & carton of cigarettes, matches and necessary toilet articles.

== END ~-






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obl igation
~ the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to live.,”

- Fleet Admiral Chester ¥W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.5.5. Missouri (B58-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1945,






The U.S.5. Orexler {(DD-741) in World War 11

Photograph Credits

Source Code/ldent, No.

Light cruiser U.S.S. Trenton (CL-11) NHC
Sponsor, Mrs., Louis A, Drexler, 9/13/uu4 NA -
Launching, Bath lron Works, Maine NA
Port beam, Boston Harbor, 1942 RwWPF
Aerial, stern view, under way 11 /44 N4
Twin 40=mm Bofors gqun mount AwWPR
20=~mm, Mark 4, Oerlikon machine gun NA
Ful Corsair Fighter plane NI
Kawasaki Ki=u45 ("NICK" ) fighter NA
Support craft LCS{(L)N3) No. 59 NHC
USS tauderdale (APA=-179), stbd. bow NHC
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Nat ional Archives
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Order with photocopy
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NH 81527
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Still Picture ref.: (301 ) 713-6625, Ext., 234
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Naval Historical Center (CUP)
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VU.5. Naval Institute Photo Service
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£, A. wilde, Jr.
August, 2003
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Historical Compilatigns by the Editor:

(Destroyer/destroyer Escort Hulls

in world war 11,

Date Sunk/ Killad/
United States Ship (Damaged ) Area ¥oundegd!

Aaron Ward (DD-483) oujo7/u2 Guadalcanal 42 /139%
Sarton (DD-599) 11/13/u2 Guadalcanal 164/32
Sorie (DD-215) 11/601/43 North Atlantic 27/00
Colhoun (APD=2) 08/30/42 Tulagi 51 /18
Corry (DD-463) 06 /06 /4L Normandy 24 /55
cushing (DD=-3768) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 72/67
DeMaven {(DD=469) 02/01 /43 Guadalcanal 168 /40
Doualas H. Fox (DD-779) (05/17/45) Okinawa 10/36
Jrexler (DD=741) 0s5/28/45 Ok fnawa 158/54
Duncan (DO-485) 10/12/42 Guadalcanal y8/35
Emmons (DMS=22) Qujos/us Ok inawa 50/78
Fiske (DE~143) 08/02 4k North Atilantic 33/65
Glennon (DD-620) 06/10/ i Normandy 25/49%
Hallfgan (DD~584 ) 03/26/u45 Ok inawa 180/43
Hammann {DO=412) 0e/o06/u2 Midway 8L /63
Laffey (DD-459) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 59/114
Lansdale (DD=426) oL 20/ Med iterranean ys /76
McFariand (AvD-14) (10/16/u2) Guadalcanal 12/13
Meredith (DD-726) 06 /09 /by Normandy 35/28
Monssen (DD-436) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal 145/37
Perry (DMS-17) Co/13/4u Anagaur/Pelel iu 8717
Preston (DD-379) 11/15/42 Guadalcanal 117/26
Spence (DD=512) 12/18/uu Luzon, P.I. 315/24
Strong (DD-u67 ) o7/05/43 Cent. Solomons 4k5/81
#alke (DD=-u416) 11/15/42 Guadalcanal B2 /u8

Notes:

X Kk Kk Kk K ¥ K X * ¥

* Total for two engagements with the enemy

1 Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
auent to the date they were reported missina either due
to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew ¥ilde, Jr.
Commander,

June,

2005

USNR (Ret.)
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Notes:
1 Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:
Aaron Mard, Barton, Colhoun, Cushina, DeHdaven, Duncan, Laffey,
MecFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walke.

2 Onily Bath-built ships: DeMaven, Ddrexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Spence, Strong

3 Only ships sunk off the Normandy Reachhead:; Corry, Glennon,
Meredith

4 8y appointment only: (508) 677-0515

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006
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30 October 2003

Commander E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
USNR (Ret.)

1210 Greendale Ave Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

Dear Commander Wilde,

T wanted to write you a quick note to acknowledge receipt of your latest
work the USS Drexier DD-741. As always the Admiral Nimitz National
Museum of the Pacific War appreciates your great kindness is forwarding
copies of your destroyer histories to us. Tt will enter our holdings in the
Center For Pacific War Studies alongside you other fine works where it
will be available to students, teachers and historians for generations to
come.

T must tell you that your account of the Drexler is most compelling and I
am very impressed with the work you’ve done on her. The maps, first
person accounts and diagrams make this one of your finest
accomplishments thus far, The museum looks forward to having even
more of your important work in its collection.

As atways thanks for your support of the museum and its mission of
education, preservation and commemoration.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Wm Hunt

Curator

Admiral Nimitz National Museum
Of the Pacific War

To manage and conserve te natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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August 31, 2004

Mr. E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USN (Ret.)
1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

Dear Commander Wilde;

Please accept my appreciation for your gift to the Portland Public Library of a copy of
The U.S.S. Drexiler (DD-741 in World War II: Documents, Photographs, Recollections.
I am pleased to be able to add this interesting compilation of materials about the {/.S.S.
Drexler to our collection and am sure that it will get good use here. I would, indeed,
welcome copies of your other works on Bath-built destroyers.

Again, many thanks for your kindness and generosity.
Sincerely vours,

oo A Aef ]

Thomas L. Gaffney
Special Collections Librarian

FIVE MONUMEINT SQUARE, PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 T 207-871-1700. Fax 207-871-1703, wwwW. PORTLANDLIBRARY.CUn
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