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1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492
August 25, 1997

USS Preston (DD-379) Crewmembers,

Here s the booklet I've completed on your ship. Don't
try to remember who [ am. I never served on the Preston, and
in fact, was a Boy Scout during World War II. Today I'm an
amateur naval historian, still "supporting our boys in uni-
form" - specifically, survivors of U.S. destroyers sunk dur-
ing the war. The letter from the Warships and Marine Corps
Museum in Sydney,. Australia, (at the back of my booklet) ex-
plains very well what [ do.

Most of you receiving this letter were located by your
shipmate, G. Robert Nealis, a Radioman in 1942, He, in turn
was one of the eight survivors [ tocated (so far) by having
the VA/St/ Louis research 119 survivor's names and then for-
ward a letter rrom me to the 45 men they had addresses for.
Through networking (mostly by 8Bob) we've located about ten
more - and Bob is still going strong!

I hope you and your family enjoy this booklet. [ am
already working on booklets for a half a dozen other destroy-
ers, so unfortunately, I can not supply you with additional
copies. However, others report that copying stores, such as
Kinko's, do an excellent job.

I never charge for my booklets, but contributions are
appreciated to help cover my costs.

Finally, I'm happy to report that I located Max Stormes!
three sons and sent them all copies of my booklet on their
father's ship. They were most appreciative.

Enjoy the booklet! -
E. Andrew Wwilde, Jr.

Commander, (USNR (Ret.)
(617 ) 449-0392

cc: G, Robert Nealis
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his [ife worth-
while can respond with a good deal! of pride and satisfaction,
"l served in the United States Navy.”

- President John F. Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval! Academy on August 1, 1963,






The Mahan-class destroyer U.S.S. Preston (DD-379) being flitted out at the Mare Island Navy Yard, Cal ifor-
nla, on July 5, 1936, She had been christenad there on April! 22nd by Mrs. Edward H. Campbei!, the wife of
Admiral Campbel!, District Commandant. After belng commissioned on October 27, 1936, Cdr. C, D. Swain in
command, the Preston conducted peacetime training exercises in the Pacific until the attack on Pear! Har-
bor marked the Unlited States'! entry Into the war on December 7, 15ut. (orricial U.S. Navy photograph.)
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Sihips Data Section
0Zfice of Fublic Information
Navy Department

HEISTORY OF USS PRESTON (DD 379)

Destined to play an heroic role in Jorld “ar II, USS PRESTON (DD 379)
was the third United States ship to be named in honor of Lisutenant Samel
7. Preston, USN,one of the ncval herces of the Civil Var. Lieutenant Preston
was born in Canada and appointed mideshipman from the state of Illinois in
1858. He graduated first in his class at the Naval icademy in 1861 and ser-
ved in the South atlantic Blockading Squadron until 1865. He wes killed while
leading his men in attacks on Fort Fisher in Jsnuary 1865,

The firat ship named PRESTON was a cosl burning destiuyer of 700 tons
displacement and 289 feet in length., She was launched on 14 July 1909 and
stricken from the Navy 1ist on 15 September 1919, after seeing heavy duty
in Torld ™ar I. The second PRESTON was an oil burning destroyer of 1215 tons
displacement and 310 feet in length. She was launched on 7 August 1920 and
stricken from the Wavy list on & November 1941.

The third PRESTON (DD 379), however, became the outstanding ship to hear
the nere. Built at the Pupet Sound ¥avy Yard during the piving years of peace,
the "379" was launched on 22 4pril 1936, with lrs, £. E. Campbell, wife of
‘ear Admirsl Carpbell, Corrandant of the 12th Navel District, acting as sponsor,
Seven months later the new destroyer was nut into full epmkission and became

&rn officinl unit of the U.S. Wsvy,

after her shskedown cruise and post shakeédowm overhaul, PRESTON for a
Pew months operated under the Chief of Naval Operations before being assigned
1o regular operationsl duty with Destroyer Souadron 2, Battle Force, U,S.
Fleet in the Pscific. In Jume 1940 she was shifted to Destroyer Sousdron 5,
Sattle Forea, U,S. Fleet., PRESTON never got a look at the atlantic but re-
mained in the Pacific throughout tke years preceeding the out bresk of hos-
tijities with Japan. 7 Decerber 1941 found her tied up at Mare Island,

California,

PRESTON did not immedlately gst into the fighting war but engaged instead
in.metrol end escort operatiens off the “"est Cosst. Early spring of 1942
found her patrolling aznd escorting off Main Ship Channel, San Francisco in
company with other destroyers. During the latter part of May, while moored
at Sen Pedro, Czlifornis she received orders from Commender in Chief Pacific
Fleet to get underway for Pearl Hesrbor ab the earliest practicsble time, and
on the 30th she cast off gll lines, secured ship for sea, hesded westward
across the Pacific, destined ncver to return to the United States egain.

8y the evening of 1 June PRESTON wes far at sea in company with USS FAHAN,
1SS SFITE and USS LuFFEY. On the 3rd she received a message that Dutch Barbor,
Aleutian Islands was being borbed by Japanese carrier-based eircreft. A1l
ships were on the slert st 2ll times during these uncertain esrly deys of the
war, for it was notlmown where the wily Jap would strike next. A foreign
fighting top could suddenly Joor on the horizon at slmost anytime and anymhere.
Pearl Herbor was resched on the 6th, however, without incident, where FRESTON
fueled, loaded provisions and got underway the following day for a pre-
orranged rendezvous with 2 corrier force.



Enroute to rendezvous FRESTON was part of e screen for USS SaRATOGA,
USS Sar DIEGC and USS KaSKASKIA. Rendezvous was effected on the 10th--
Lztitude 33-51 N, Longitude 167-44 T=--where USS SARATOGA tremsferred planes
to UES P"T“?PRISE #hile FRESTON wns returning to Pearl Harbor on the 12th
sho receivcd a message thst the Jeps were occupying Attu snd Kisks islands
ln the Aleutlsns, The Japs were making a resl attempt to hem the American
¥zvv Iin from the north, south and west but PRESTOH meant .to heve a hand in

destroylng some of the threads.

PHESTON remnined in the Pearl Harbor area during July, August end Sep-
tomber, engaging in firing practices, torvedo practices and anti-submarine
warfere troining. By the end of Septerber nine months of the war had nassed
end PRISTON had not encountered the enemy., From 7 August on, when the marines
estcblished footholds on Guadalcanal and Tulagi, U. S. forces were no longer
entirely cn the defensive, The war in the Pacific had entered the offensive-
dcfensive phose and destroyer PRESTON was resdy to meet the cneny,

Thet mecting mas not long in coming. On 16 October PRESTON got undermay
from Pearl Herbor enroute Solomon Islands es part of a destroyer screen for
I'SS SOUTH DiKOTA, HORMET cnd EITERPRISE. Early in the morning of the 26th
informetion wes roceived of a Japanese force east of Falaita in the Solomons.
41l ships irrediately went to Genersl Cuarters and three minutes later PRESTON
received a signal from the Officer in Tactical Comrand that ENTERPRISE was
lounching two sttack woves., Thirty rinutes leter, the Japs finally woke up,
sichted the American force and immedlately launched dive horbers to attock
ECRIET. &s the encmy plancs came in over the forcel, one of them peeled off
rnd 7ede a run on DD"STON, dropning 2 horh close off her starboerd cuasrter,

shcking her up severel

it this point action .:as broken off terporarily beesuse of o brief rain
scuzll. Then et 1042, herdly before the weather had cleared, seventeen enemy
dive hnrbers strecked dorm out of o low rain cloud end headed for the Ei'TER-
P ISE, FP7ESTCY immedintely began to lay a berrage of 5-inch bursts nbove the
cerrier 2s the borbers scnt bomb after borb hurtling toward her brocd flight
deck., The "™Big E" escaped without a scratch during this attack but destroyer
POL.TZR took o torpedo hit on her port beam while stomping to pick up a downed

americon pilot.

Twenty-~five minutes after the first attack in which the PORTER was hit,
the Jeps smashed back et theforcs ngnin, this time concentrating on the ENTER~
PRISE. Bormbs began fzlling uncomfortably close to the big carrier until
finclly st 1107 she took 2 devasteting hit emidships, followed a few minutes
later by bomb hit on her bow, The PORTER, in the meantime, was fighting
fires znd rcnerted that both firercoms wers flooded.

it 1112 the sky sbove the .force was again filled with enery plones and
AA bursts os Jop dive bombrrs leunched a third atteck, during which attack a
burning Jop pl_ne crashed on the fo'e's'le of USS SIITH. Eight of the attacker:
were shot dosm and three American pllots were rescuned from the water, P ESTON
rescuing cne of thom during the h2ight of the attock. a few minutes lcter the
enewy care back with torpedo planes znd continued with sporedic attacks until

shortly wfiter noon.



PRZSTON in this her first action h2d been s pert of one of the "fiercest
bottles in nzvael history." The Jops hed hit tho Americen force hard but suf-
fored defeot in the end, The Battle of Samte Cruz Islonds wos the second
rejor Jzpones effort to recapture Guedaleaonnl. Early in the day the HORNET
708 dis:bled, cnd the Jops turned an estimated 84 planes on EXTERPRISE to
deliver what wos termed at thot tike the second groatest sustained alr sttack
in history--second only to the attack laurched by Gurman aircraft egerinst HES
TLLUSTRIOUS in the lediterronean See. During this engegement PRESTON with
slster destroyers turned in a ™Jell Done" perforrsnee in protecting as mich
as possible the big ships from enemy aircraft, Fortunately, the newly battle-
initiasted destroyer came through the orderl without a scratch,

Enery plsnes estimeted to hove teken pert in the attacks on HORNET and
EXTERFAISE nurbered between 170 and 180. Of that number 56 were shot demm
bty anti-nircraft fire from our om ships and about the same nurber by our
own pisnes, Our own losses were the EORNET, the destroyer PORTER, which was
torpedezsd hile rescuing personmel of one of our owvn plenes, and 74 aircreft.
Enery losses: two carriers put out of action end four oir groups decimated.

FRSIC s next bsttle, the Battls of Guadslecannl, —as to be her lzst one,
fer it -as during this historic engngerent, while attached to Task Force 6L,
that she slugred it out with edermy cruisers until her decks were a mess of
blazing, red hot wrcckage, until hor guns were lkmocked out one by one by the
heevler shells of enery ecrvisers, until, stern first, she senk in the chennel

batween Sevo Islend and € spe Espersnce.

The drzretic story of her last fight begine shortly after midnight on
1% Noverbar 1942..., Tock Foree 64 is forred up in battle disposition in
colurn In the following order: destroyers WALKE, DENHiM, PRESTON and GFIN;
bzttleships SOUTH DAEOTA and VASHINGTON. Visibility is unlimited, sky partly
covered with clouds; there 1s a half moon and no wind. The ssc is s flat

c!.'l!:l-

«t 0020 as the forece 1s moking the pessage between Savo island and Cape
Esperancz the tro battleships suddenly open fire on the starboard bean. On
beard PUISTOM™ lockouts are unable to distinguish the tergets. Five minutes
later, destroyer 7ALKE, leed ship in the colurm, blaosts out to sterboard with
her rcin bettery. Out there somewhere to starboard are the Jeps, somewhere
off thc southern tin of Sevo lsland. PRESTOK is impetient for a target; her
guns are trained out; she is reedy, Then, at 0030, PRESTON lookouts sight
2 ship just off the southorn tip of Save Island, broad on the starbonrd bow,

feintly il'urined by the hz1f moon, The ronge is 9000 yerds end the skipper give
the order 4o comrence firing.

at this point 211 ships in the colurm zre firing and PRUSION is hitting
dead on hur tarpget after two or three salves. The emermy ship, which appears
to he a hezovy destroyer or light cruiser, begins to move in to the shadows ef
Seve Island, but it is too 1ste. PRISTON is hitting ond hitting hard, The
cnery roturns a few salvos which f211 short, bursts into flamos and begins to
burn fiercely. Cne of the battleship's targets cotches fire at the sare time
so that the whole crea is 14t up like 2 4th of July celebration.

PRESTCN chifts fire to onother ship in the shedow of Savo Island, range

8000 vnrds, “lithin thirty seconds .zfior opening fire eon her second target,
she is rocked from ster to stern by a neir of six-inch shells from an enemy
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cruiser which crzsh into hor stcrboard side, one hitting between the two firo-
roors, killing sll ren in ther and covering the amidships arca with firebrick
and debris; the other hitting unexploded in the gun shelter aft of number 2
gun. Seversl fires bresk out imcluding onme in the TNT of the torpedo war heads
which are burst open by the force of the explesion, HNurber 2 gun joms in
train, beccres iroperztive; nurber 2 stack croshes over onto the senrchlight
mocking it acrovss the starbozrd torvedo tube.

“hile demage control parties fight fires and phormacists rescue wounded,
& Jop henvy criuiser is moving, in on PRESTON's port side virtuzlly undetected.
at alrmost voint blank range the Jap opecns fire ond part of a salvo of 8-inch
shells blrsts the erdppled destroyer's port side. Instantly the whole cfter
part of the ship frorm the stack aft is o mass of blazing, red hot wreckags,
one proj-etile exploding in the engine room after it ‘eits the generators; a
sccond betweon the secomdary control stotion and number 3 gun; a third wrecking
number 4 gun. All guns are out of gction and all men eft of the after cachine
gun nest aore dead at their stotions including the executive officer,

PRESTICN 1is going down. She lists sherply, rapidly to starboard and
settles by the stern. A4t 0036 Captain ¥, C. Stormes passes the inevitable
if trogic word: "all hands standon ship..." Thirty seconds loter the stricken
destroyer rolls over on her side, storn going under, bow swinging upwerd to
a verticcl positon. For two rinutes her bow points streight up--and then,
hissirg waters surging scross hot decks, she vlunges from the sight of sur-
vivors in the water around her, For PRESTON and meny of her gallant men the

er is OV CThreese

STATISTICS
STLNDLRD DISPLACENENT 1500 tons ARMAMENT: Four 5-inch 38 caliber
guns, twelve 2l-inch
LENGTE CVZRLLL 341 fect 8 inchos torpvedo tubes, and AL guns.
BEAE 34 feet 10 inches
SPEED 36.5 knots
COFFLEIENT 172 plus

Note: To perpetuate the name of this great and gallant ship @B the U.S. Navy,
in 1944, commissioned a new Aestroyer and named it--~-[SS PRESTCN (DD

795).

Stencilled 9/24/47



Wart ime Deployment of the USS Preston (DD-379)

{Sources: Deck Log and War Diary entries.)

Date Departed Arrived Date Remarks

1941

10/0k San Diego 8. Francisco 10/04 To Mare Is/and Navy Yard for
repairs. In dry dock 11/5-15. U/way for post re-
pair trials 12/10. Moored/anchored until 12/16.

12/16 S. Francisco Pear! Harbor 12/22 Convoy escort with TG 15.6.

12/26 Pear! Harbor §. Francisco 12/31 Convoy escort with TG 15,6,

1942

01/02 S. Francisco San Diego 01/03  Anchored, San Pedro Harbor.

01/04 San Diego 8. Francisco 01/086 Convoy escort duty.

01/10 8. Francisco Pearl Harbor 01/17 Convoy escort, TG £-1.

01/1?7 Pear! Harbor Christmas ls. 01/25 Escorted 2 cargo ships to
Christmas and Palmyra Islands, about 1,000 miles
south of Hawaii. Recreation Party went ashore
at Christmas Island on 1/25.

01/29 Palmyra lIs. Pear! Harbor 02/02 Escorted cargo ships back.

02/07 Pear! Harbor &, Francisco 02/19 Convoy escort duty.

02/20 8. Francisco Bremerton o2/2u Escorted battleships Pennsyl-
vania (B8-38) and New Mexico (BB=~40) during gunnery
exercises off Cal. before heading for the Puget
Sound Navy Yard at Bremerton, Washington.

02/26 Bremerton S. Francisco 03/03 Joined Task Force f, Es-
corted Maryland (B5-46) to San Francisco. Stayed
there until /15, getting u/way 5 times to screen
battleships during exercises,

Ok/15 8. Francisco San Diego 05/10 U/way for the S.W. Pacific
in TF 1t with Pennsylvania. Reversed course on
4/28, Moored at San Pedro 5/10.

05/13 San Diego S. Francisco 05/15 Convoy escort.

05/17 8. Francisco Puget Sound  05/19 Refueled at Seattle on 5/21.
Escorted aircraft carrier Saratoga (CV-3) during
operat ions in the Strait of Juan de Fuca on 5/22.

05/22 Puget Sound San Diego 05/25 Escorted Saratoga to San
Diego., Operated with TG 1.5 off San Clemente.

08/01  San Diego Pear! Harber 06/06 Escorted Saratooa to Hawaii.

06/07 Pear! Harbor Pear| Harbor 06/13 Rendezvoused with TF 16 on

6/10. Saratoga transferred planes/bombs to Enter-
prise and Hornet {CV-8) after the Battle of Midway,
Returned to Pear! Harbor to conduct exercises.






Wartime Deployment of the USS Preston (DD-379) Page 2

1942
07/30

o8/18
08/22
08/27

10/16

10/31

(cont inued )

Pear! Harbor

S. Francisco

San Diego

Seattle

Pear! Harbor

Noumea

S. francisco 08/09 Escorted convoy to S. Fran-
cisco. Availabllity at Navy Yard Mare Is. to 8/15.

San Diego 08/19 At Destroyer Base, San Diego
8/20-21.
Seattle o8/26 U/way to meet sastbound con-

voy. Escorted it to Puget Sound.

Pear! Harbor 09/03 Conducted battle exercises in
Hawaiian waters until 10/16.

Noumesa 10/30 Sailed ror the Solomons in
the S.W. Pacific with TF 16. Rendezvoused with

TF 17 on 10/24 to form TF 61. On 10/26 screened
the carriers Enterprise and Hornet during The Bat-
tle of the Santa Cruz Isfands (200 miles east of
the Solomon Islands ). Continued on to the advance
base at Noumea, New Caledonia, to rearm.

(Deck Log and war Diary entries end.) Inftially
assigned to Adm, Callaghan's Support Group in Task
Force 67, but detached prior to the night surface
action on 11/13 to join Adm. Lee's TF 6% with the
Fast battleships washington (BB-56) and South Da-
kota (BB-57)..

The Preston was sunk by enemy gunfire between Savo
Istand and Cape Esperance, Guadalcanal, during the
surface action on the night of 11/14-15,

* X X * K X K X K X

E. A, Wilde, Jr.,
September, 1999
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Sixteen of these {,500-ton Mahan~class destroyers were commissioned in 1936 and 1937, They were refitted
in 1941 prior to the Japanese surprlse attack on Pearl! Harbor, but they retained their twelve 2t~in, tor-
pedo tubes in three quadruple mounts; a centerliine mount between the stacks on the forward deckhousse, and
two walst mounts on the main deck., These vessels were armed with five 5-in./38 guns, but only Nos. | and
2 were Fitted with a protective shleld for the guncrew. The Preston was the third of the six Mahan-~-class
dastroyers sunk in World War I1I. {U.S5. Naval Instltute Collection)







Excerpt Prom Destrovers in Action
by Richard A. Shafter.*

“d Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Mention the word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picrure of 2z lictle ship steam-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy bardewagon’s heavy puns. In the heavy seaway
the lirde ship is tossing like a cork, with the whire
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starboard. There are a couple of
splashes on her portside and a moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the dn fish_she has senr on their
voyage of destruction. And a short while larer chere
is a terrific crash. The enemy’s sides and decks are
clothed in sheers of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards aparr. And another naval
barde is won.

It is an inspiring picrure thar has adorned many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it's even more romancc than the calendar arrist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “dncan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it’s most versarile, If Kipling’s crack
about the liner has of late found an officially samc-
tioned variation ro describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carzier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she'’s 2 work-
horse.”

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on its way ro church, it’s
all one to a farmer’s workhorse. A Navy workhorse
mzy be on antisubmarine patrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed partern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has seen
the underwater raider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on 2 convoy of merchantmen: running breath-
lessly and rtongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and then tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether zircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
homed eggs to drop in waters the enemy's fleer is cer-
tain to craverse. Then again, they might give her 2

*New York: Cornell! Maritime Press, 1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out to sweep the
channels leading to 2 new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown there, and
then the next day coaverr her into 2 fast ort and
send her in with 2 deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yet on their way with reen-
forcements, supplies, tanks and ardllery, the destroyer
thar has landed them will stznd by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of.

Then agzin, on duty with a rask force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the actual engagement begins, throwing 2 smoke
screen around the carrier or bartlewagon to spoil the
enemy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, whea carrier,
battleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it’s the destroyer
thar rushes in close, though the heat may blister what
patches of painr are still left on her sea-birren plates,
and takes off the men sull left alive afrer the unsuc-
cessful bartle to save their doomed ship. As the hull of
the big capiual ship slowly drifts down with the tide,
a roaring inferno, yet sl floating, it is the destroyer’s
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bottom with 2 torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands.

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer’s lot. Many a flier, shot down by ack-
ack, or forced down in a gale, later gor back in the
fight simply because some indefarigable DD would not
give up the search. A quart of whiskey for her slipper
and ten gallons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid to 2
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in porr.

“Let the DD’s do ir!” has almost become axiomatic
with the Navy whenever there is 2 particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverability, their relatively high firepower
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for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy’s true “expendables.”

The spirit of the littde ships reflects itself in thar of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bir aparr from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do withour many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man mighr ger a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yer the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it’s a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his pardcular rade imposes upon him. He’s
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “sofdes.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Parrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
forrable, leakingest, buckingest crate thar ever went ro
sea. But ler somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn't ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed action, 2
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nurshell, “Me?
No, thanks! There's too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gotta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to ger acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of writng like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a lirde ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of dury
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A. destroyer is a lavely ship, probably the nicest fight-
- ing ship of all. Bartleships are a little [ike steel cities or
great facrories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields.

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, bur a de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clean lines of her, in

her speed and roughness, in her curious gallanery.”

-















The U.5.58. Cushing (DD-376) undergoing a refit (alterations circled) at the Mare lsland Navy Yard, Cal-
ifornia, in July, 1982, Note the changes from her prewar conf iguration. A pole foremast has replaced
the tripod mast, and an S5C air-search radar antenna has been Fitted at the top. Two 20-mm Qarl fkon ma-
chine cannons have been mounted Forward of the bridge, replacing the two .50-caliber machine guns. Two
add it jonal 20-mm!s have been added by the after stack, and the searchl! ight there has been lowered. The

tall mainmast rormerly aft of this stack has been landed.
longs to a small yard craft alongside to port.)

(The mast shown there In this photograph be-
(Official U.5., Navy photograph, )
o













In 1941 the 20-mm Qerl ikon air-cooled machine gun began to replace the ,50-cal.
water-cooled machine gqun as the Navy's standard ! ight antiaircrart weapon., (It
was alse called a machine cannon because it Fired explosive shefls,) This aear-
fy Mark 4 version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two loaders.
When fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1543, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data, The QOerlikon had an effective range
of 1,600 yards and fired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (OFfficial USN Photo. )







Guadalcanal and the Solomon Islands in World war 11l
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Noumea to Rabaul. (Courtesy Australian War Memorial)

In the summer of 1942 the Solomon Islands, streaming 600 miles
southeast from New Britain (upper lert), assumed a great strategic
importance. For the Japanese, their seaplane base at Tulagi (center)
and the airfield they were completing on Guadalcanal formed part of a
defensive perimeter for their principal base at Rabaul. For the
United States, these bases in the lower Solomons threatened both her
supply Iines to Australia and her advance bases in the New Hebrides
and on New Caledonia,

The decisive Guadalcanal Campaign began on August 7, 1542, when
the U.S. Marines seizad both Tulagi and the airfield across the bay.
It ended six months later when the Japanese evacuated their remaining
troops.

The victory was truly a turning peint in the Pacific War. A
captured Japanese document read, "Success or failure in recapturing
Guadaleanal . . . is the fork in the road which leads to victory for
them or for us." After the island was secured the Japanese offensive
was over, and the Allies began their long island=hepping march to
Tokyo Bay.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
February, 1996






The aircraft carrier U.5.5. Enterprise (CVv=6) (Capt. O. 8. Hardison) and the othar ships in Task Force 16
(RAdm. Thomas C. Kinkaid) under attack by enemy planes at the Battl/e of the Santa Cruz Islands on October
26, 1942. The U.S.S5. Preston (DD-379) (Comdr. Max C. Stormes), fn the Enterprise screen, claimed to have
downed two of the attackers with her 20-mm battery. During the battle she expended 350 rounds of 5-inch
and 2,460 rounds of 20-mm ammunition, She also rescuad elaven alrmen from five friendly planas which had
to ditch nearby when they ran out of fuel bafore they could land. (Official U.S. Navy photograph.)
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BD379/A16=3

(3397 ) Ug S b B5 5T QP ARR37)
e . 8an Franclooo, Caliiornis,

e 31 00T 1942

From: The Commanding Officer,

Te @ The Oommander-in-Chief, tUnited States

Paciflo Fleet.
Bubjoots Report of Aotion - Enemy Air Attack

Ageinat Task Foroe SIXTY-ONT on 26
October, 1942,

Enclosurest {A) Report of Actiocn orf Executive Offioer.

1. Thia gotion is considered to have begun e 0840
{Zome Minus 1R) on 26 Cotober 1942 et the time this ahip went
te battle stations, Information of a Japansse foree on a south-
sagterly course east of MALAITA {n the Solcmon Islends hed boexn
Trecslved the night befors &nd Task Foroe SIXTY-ONE (combining
Task Foroos SIXTEEN and SEVENTEEN) was closing to attack with
alroraft from the ENTERPRISL and HORKET,

24 The sea was oslm with a mofdaerate swell from tho
esastwaerd and the wind wus force three from 1109 True., The sky
wag olear exospt for scattered cumilus olouds and an ocoazionsal
ralp squell, XNo land was in sight. the 0B00 position being
latitude 8° - 37 South and 166° = 35* Rast,

3o The oonduct of all subordinates was above re-
proach and although no one officer or man can be singled out for
unusually meritorious performance of duty the pesrsonnel ec n
whole were cool and determined in their resoticns. Enemy planes
were promptly slghted, reported quickly and effesotively brought
under rire by the control~offioer, Lieutemant (Jg} R.G. GIBION,
U.li.Ns The locelly=-controlled maghine guas were brought tc beer
and thelir Iire -.es very effoctive as evidenced by at least two
enany planes satohing fire end dropping into the water,.

be The Iirst attaok came at 1042 on this Task Force
elthough Task Foroe SEVINTEZEN wao being bombed betwoen 1010 and
1020, Dive bombers descended in the goneral direstion of ths
INTIRPRISE from a low rein oloud., It was difficult to ¢ell how
many of them attucked &s it wos raining in the general vicinity
of the forge. In all there were four attacks lnoluding alve
bombers and torpedo plunes,






In Reply

Befer to:

DD@?WM‘S-? U. S. S. PRESTON (DD379)
039 :
PP L 1 0CT 1942
SULLT (EEiVd i

Subject: Report of Action - Enemy Air attack

agelnst Task Foroe SIXTY-ONE on 26
Cctober, 1942,

Se About 1125 an ENTERPRISE torpedo bombers re=-
turned durlng the action and was landing in the water off the
storboard bow of the SOUTH DAKCTA dlstant about one thcusand
yards from that ship when the battleship's starboard 40 mm and
at least one 5"=38 AA mount opened fire at the plane, as 1t
was landing out of fuel, and continued to fire for about fiftesn
seconds at the orew and. their raft in the water. The PRESTON
was maneuvering to continue the fire on enemy planes although
the lookouts and signalmen had been ordered to keep the raft
and plane orew in sight so that we could plok them up later.

As the FPRESTON first circled near the raft it was necessary to
turn sharply to starboard to avoid being raked by the battleship's
entl-aireraft fire. This ocourred as a lull in the action of
about five or ten minutes was teking place. The PRESTON was
brought alongside the raft and Liesutenant M.D. RORTCM, UV.S.N.,

of the ENTIRPRISE T3F grcup and his two orew members were hure
riedly taken on board.

6. The following 1s a brier narrative cduring the
attack in which this vessel took part on 26 October 19, 2:w

oCT LCT
2000 UB00 Position 8 - 37 8., 166 - 35 E.
On course 2700T., 259 psc, spesed 28 knots.
Information recelved of Japanese foroce East of
MALAITA, Solomon Islands on a Southeasterly gourse.
2040 0840 Went to Generul Quarters.
2043 0843 Recelved signal from 0,T.C., "Attacking ensmy by
airorartn. '
Changed course to 110°T,., 108° psc., speed 27 knots.
2044 0844 ENTERPRISE AYVD NORNET launched fighter planes,
2055 0855 ENTERFRIGE launched dlive bombers end torpedo bombers.
2110 0910 ZIENTERPRICE completed launching and reccvery.
2113 0913 Recelved signal, "Our force sichted by enemy".
2117 0917 Changed course to 3309T,, 321° psc.
2125 0925 Changed course to 1180T., 108° pso.
2128 0928 Changed sposd to 24 knots.
2132 0932 Chanzed course to 3309T., 321 pse.
2134 0934, Formed crulsing dlsnosition ONE VICTOR to Tepel
alr attack.
2135 0935 Changed course to 110°7,, 108° psc,

-2-






In Reply MC3:ehs

Eefer to:
DD%?%@lé-B U.S.S. PRESTON (DD379)
391
Aaapre - 0 31 prr1
JUTT e LIt { ik "z

Subjeot: Report of Actlon - Enemy Alr Attack
Agninst Task Foroce SIXTY-ONE on
26 October, 1942,

-------—--ﬁ------—----t----------

gCcT LCT
2136 0936 Our planes reported enemy dive bombers headed for

HONNET.

2140 0940 Japanese planes reported coming in by Commander
Task Foroe SEVENTEEN. '

2155 0955 Observed first bomb explode in water on our star-
board quarters (to Southwest) near Task Force
SEVENTDEN.

2205 1005 Own forgce {Task Force SIXTEEN) in raln squall,

2210 1Ql0 Japanese dive bombers reported over Task Force
SEVENTEEN.

2220 1020 First atteck on Teak Foroe SEVENTEER ocompleted.

2230 1030 Some of BNTERPRISE Planes returned to viocinity of
carrier.

2242 1042 COwn foroce (SIXTEZEN) being attacked by about seven-
teecn dive bombers diving from low raln ocloud., Mane
euvared ond opened fire to lay barrage over
ENTERPRISE of 5"=38 bursts and elso fired on enomy
planes with 20 mm weazpons when within range.

2249 1049 %EEERPRISE planes landed in water on port beam of

TER.

2300 1100 OChanged course to 2700Trus,.

2302 1102 While stopsinz to recover pilot the PORTER received
a torpedo hit between her stacks on the port deam,

2307 1107 Second attack by enemy dive bombers began.

Firat bomdb observed hitting ENTERPRISE amidships on
starboard side.

Seventh bombd obsarved hit on bow of ENTERPRISE.
Counted four enemy vhanes hhot down in flamss.

2314 1114 cSHA™W dropped depth charges in the vicinity of the
PORTER. Voice radio message from SHAW reporting
PORTER torpedoed amidships, both firerooms flooded,
no »Hower.

2315 1115 Attacked by third group of dlve bombers.

2320 1120 STTH observed to be hit forward by burning plane.
SMITII's forecastle in flames.

2325 1125 Ceesged firines., Counted eirht encmy planes down at short
range. Observed two drov in water abocut four or rive
miles to “estvmrd,






In Reply

Befer to: MC3tehs
DD379/A16-? U. S. S. PRESTON (DD379)
2.Q7 - h— -
F‘(}_«d;l"_l I eI A . -
S — 31.0CT5342
Subject: Report of Action = Enemy Alr Attack

inst Task Forece SIXTY=-ONE on
26 October, 1942,

GCT LeT

2330 T30 Stopped momentarily to rascue three-man orew o one
of own torpodo bombing plames which hes landed in
water out of fusl near 30UTH DAXOTA. The starboard
5", 40 mm and 20 mm batteriss frired on this planas
as it landed and afterward ag this ship wes maneuvering
to remain in vieinity of their raft.

Personnel recovsred:« Lieutenant M.D. NORTON, U,5.H.:
SCIAEECKLE, W.M., ARM3c; and GRUBEL, R.J., AMM3c, attached
to VI10, USS EINTEZRPRISE.

2336 1136 Underweny at full speed.

2340 1140 TForoe belng attacked by enemy torpedo planes from North
and Northeast. Light rain squall gensrally to Korth
and East. Five enemy planes observed shot down in this
attack. Observed one torpedo drop from enemy bplane
on port nuarter of 3S0UTH DAKOTA but latter avoided 1t.

2353 1200 CUSHING reportcd periscops sighted and depth charges
dropped {by volce radio).

24,00 1200 Posgition 8 - 34 S., 167 - L1 E, ¥rom noon %o noon
made good 180 miles on course 296° True

0010 1210 Emergenoy turn signal flying.

Being attacked by ensmy dive bombers. Four waere
observed shot down. Llight rain squall and low clouds.

0028 1228 Ceased firing - attack completed.

0030 1230 One sizde dive bomber scored a hit on No. 1 turrstt of
S0UTH DAKOTA.

0035 1235 Stopped to pick up pllot from righter plane:
Lisutenant(Jjg) R.S. MERRITT, U.S.N. of VF 72, USS
HORNTT,

0045 1245 TUnderwey at full speecd.

0050 1250 ERTERPRISE recovering plenes.

0108 1308 Rescued pilot from fighter pleane: Lisutenant {jz)

J.D. BILLO, U.S.MN. of VF 10, USS ZRTERPRISE,

0138 1338 iiescued three men from torpedo bomber, one enlisted
man badly wounded: Lieutenant (Jg) H.L. TALTMAN, U, .N.:
F°LTZR, R.R., ACY¥le; and CHANTINY, F.J., &7Mlc, (badly
wounded), of VI 6, USS HORNET.

-l -
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In Reply
MCSiehs

Rafer to:

?5379/‘“16'? U.S.S. PRESTON (DD379)

0391

AR

Vb d W daL 91 0CT 1942
Subject: Report of Actiocn - Inemy Alr Attack

Against Task Force SITTT-0NE on

GCT ILT

0150 TI350 Resoucd three more men from torpedo bomber, ell un-
hurt: Zneign ¥.D. BOOVER, USH: DOVNING, C.A., AR!3c;
TR®MBULL, Z.L., P3¢, of VI, USS HORNET.

0155 1355 Vient ahead at speed 26 knots,

0240 1440 Prooseded on course 130° True at 29 knots to overteake
Task Force SIXTEEN.
350 rounds of 5"/38 Calider and 2,60 rounds of 20 mm
anaunition were fired during the ettack by this vessel.

M.C. STORMES.

Copy to:
Comdesron 5 {2} (Less Encl., (B)).

Camdesdiv 10(1) (Less Encl,(B}).






This bomb missed the U.5.5. Enterprise (CV-6) at the Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands on October 26, 192,
but two dlrect hits and a near miss started several flres and caused considerable damage. Within an hour,
however, she had the rires under control and was able to resume recoverling both her own aircrart and those
of the U.,5.5. Hornet (Cv-8), which was aflame and sinklIng nearby. (Official U.S. Navy photograph.)







The Japanese | ight crulser Nagara, shown here In 1938, was the rfirst enemy
ship to hit the Preston during the night surface action on November 14-15,
1ou2, One of the Nagara's 5.5-inch rounds exploded betwesan the U.S. des-
troyer'!s two firerooms, Instantly killing everyone in those large compart-
ments and starting fires on the main deck. The 5,170-ton Nagara was armed
with seven 5.5-/nch guns and sight 24-/inch torpedoss, She was sunk by the
U.S. submarine Croaker {(SS=-2u46) on August 7, 194iu, (Naval Hist. Center)







Prom: The Commanding Officer

T™O Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet
Via: Commander Task Force SIXTY-FOUR
Subject: Surface Engagement with Japanese Forces,

November 15, 1542 - report of.

Reference: (a) U.S.Navy Regulations, 1920, Articles 712,847,
167, and 2028

(b) Pacific Fleet Confidential Let+ter 11-L-42.
(c) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 24-CL,
serial 01751.

(d) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 16-CL-42.

Enclosure: (A} Medical Officer's Report.

1. At 0035 November 15, 1942, the U.5.S. PRESTON
was sunk while actively engaged in surface battle against Japanese
naval forces. The engagement took place in the channel between Savo
Island and Cape Esparance, Guadalcanal Island, Solomon Islands.
(Approximate Latitude 9° 18'S, Approximate Longitude 1590 50' N.1
Note: All times are Minus twelve time zone and are only approximaticns.

2. Task Force SIXTY-FOUR was operating on detached
duty from Task Force SIXTEEN.
3. Task Force SIXTY-FOUR was formed in battle dis-

position in column in the following order: U.S.S. WALKE, U.S.S. BENHAM,
U.5.5. PRESTON, U.S.S5. GWIN, U.S5.5.WASHINGTON, and U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA.
Commander Task Force SIXTY-FOUR and Officer in Tactical Command in the
U.5.8. WASEINGTON.

4. The visibility was unlimited and the sky parti-
ally covered by cirrocumulus clouds. There was a half moon and
no wind. The sea was a flat calm.

5. The U.S.S5. PRESTON was steaming in column in the
order given above on course approximately 290° headed towards the
pPassage between Guadalcanal and Savo Island. The speed had just been
increased from 17 to 23 knots. The PRESTON had no fire control radar
and the search radar was not employed because of the proximity of
land. At about 0020 the U.S5.S. SOUTH DAROTA and U.S.S. WASHINGTON
opened fire with their main batteries on a target on their starboard
beam. This target could not be distinguished by any one on the
PRESTON. At about 0025 the U.S.5. WALKE opened fire on a ship on
their starboard beam. At about 0030 a ship was sighted off the
southern tip of Savo Island and on the starboard bow of the PRESTON.
Fire was opened immediately with all four guns bearing on the enemy
ship which appeared to be a heavy destroyer or a light cruiser.
Starshells were not used because the target was seen guite plainly
in the moon light. The range was estimated at nine thousand yards






November 30, 1942
SUBJECT: Surface Engagement with Japanese Forces

November 15, 1952 - report of.

and salvos spotted to the target. The hitting range was established after
only a few salvos and the fire was very effective. The battery was in
automatic control using director fire. The enemy ship moved into the
shadow of Savo Island but she could still be distinguished and fire on
her was contipued. Approximately a minute after the PRESTON opened fire
the enemy ship returned the fire with her main battery plus what appeared
to be 40 m.m. guns. At 0035 this ship caught fire and began to burn
fiercely. &at about the same time we observed that the ship that ocne of
the battleships had been firing on caught fire alss. FPire from the
PRESTON was shifted to another ship in the shadow of Savo Island at a
range of about eight thousand yYards. At 0035% the PRESTON was hit on
the starboard side by two Projectiles, probably six inch. One pro-
jectile hit between the two fire rooms killing all men in +hem and
covering the amidships area with firebrick and debris. Several fires
were started including one in the TNT of the torpedo warheads which

Were burst open by the force of the explosion. Number two stack fell

on the searchlight knocking it over on the starboard torpedo tube.

The other projectile hit the gun shelter just aft of number two gqun but
did not explode. The projectile killed one man, badly injured another
and tore a very large hole in the deck. The projectile out the power
cable for number two gun and jammed it in train. During this part of
the action a heavy cruiser came in on the port side of the column
virtually undetected. She opened fire at a very close range. few
seconds after the PRESTON was hit on the starboard side she was hit

on the port side by part of a salve of eight inch shells. As near as
can be determined the ship was hit by three projectiles. The whole
after part of the ship from the stacks aft was a mass of blazing, red-
hot wreckage. One projectile hit in the engine room exploding after it
hit the generators. A second Projectile hit between the secondary con-
trol section and number three qun. The third projectile hit number four
gun. Almost every man-aft of the after machine gqun nest was killed,
including the executive officer. The gunnery cfficer gave the order

for guns one and twe to continue firing if possible but the force of the
explosion had jammed them both in #+rain and elevation and they could not
fire., The ship immediately listed sharply to starboard and began to
settle by the stern. At 0036 the Commanding 0fficer, Commander M.C.
Stormes, gave the order to abandon ship. In less than half a minute

the ship rolled over on its:side and sank by the stern. The bow raised
vertically and remained in that position for approximately ten minutes.
No records, papers, or accounts were saved. After the. ship sank, a

ship ahead of the PRESTON in column caught fire and later sank. This
ship could not be identified, aAfter the other ships cleared they headed
out past the western end of Guadalcanal. Some time later the men in

the water could see firing west of Guadalcanal but could distinguish
nothing of the details. The ship that one of the battleships had hit
burned most of the night. There were four large explosions from the
ship and about 0400 it evidently sank.






U.S.S.PRESTON (379)

Subject: Surface engagement with Japanese Forces,
November 15, 1942 - report_of

6. Due to the confusion of the battle, the damage done
to the enemy cannot be very well estimated. However, the enemy ship
that the PRESTON fired at caught fire and appeared to have been damaged
quite severely. The ship the battleships fired on burned all night and
sank after several explosions. The ammunition expended can only be an
estimate. During the three minutes firing period it is estimated that
the PRESTON expended approximately 120 - 130 rounds of 54-38 caliber

AA common projectiles. The 20mzm. gquns were not used and the torpedces
were not fired.

7. Performance of the ship during action was highly
satisfactory. Control of fire was good and felt to have been ex-
tremely effective under the circumstances. Visual contacts were
limited but the director personnel had been at general guarters for
a long enough time to have accustomed their eyes to the darkness, Aas
a result, they were able to stay on the enemy vessel in spite of its
evasive tactics. All personnel under fire acted with exemplary
courage and a coolness that comes from familiarity with their assigned
tasks. Even though the water about the ship was churned by projectiles
hitting nearby the volume of fire from the PRESTON continued unabated.
Individual acts of bravery cannot be singled out during the action
but too high praise cannot be given for the conduct of all men under
fire.

B. After the ship was abandoned there were many cases
of individual hercism and examples of unselfishness. With a few
exceptions, all men in the water were cheerful, optimistic, and willing
to follow orders. There were very few complaints and many injured men
not only did not complain but tried to aid shipmates. With one
exception, all officers lived up to the standards expected of them.
They organized the rafts, collected men in the water, gave orders,
helped keep up the men's spirits, and administered what first aid
could be given under the conditions. No officer can be singled out
for individual praise since all did their tasks in a highly credit-
able manner,

9. The following enlisted men were outstanding in
their devotion to duty and unselfishness. Recommendations for
suitable citation will be submitted separately.

Thrift, A.L. MMlc, U.S.Navy. This man aided several wounded men in
escaping from the battered engine room. After getting off the ship,
he carried a wounded man on his back all night. He showed wonderful
coolness and was instrumental in collecting men in the water.

Dodge, J.V. RM3c, U.S.avy. This man aided an officer in reaching a
raft, towing him some distance through the oil~covered water,
although he was himself near exhaustion.






Subject: Surface Engagement with Japanese Forces,
November 15, 1942 -~ report of

Perkins, W.R., CCS(PA), U.S.Navy. This man was among t.he first to
find a raft but he remained in the water all night allcwing the less
able to use the raft. He assisted the officers in disposition of
men on the raft. By his coolness and self sacrifice he restored
spirit and energy of the men. Though blinded by the mcrning sun, he
continued to act as a source of optimism for the crew.

Soika, E.J.,CPhm (PA),U.S.Navy. This man, although suffering from a
severe scalp wound and several other injuries set a very fine example
of coolness and courage. BHe took care of all the men on the raft
that needed medical attention. He was instrumental in maintaining
discipline and encouraging others in the water. BHe aided a wounded
officer and assisted him in taking charge of the raft after another
officer had left.

Dufour, 0.V., TM2c, U.S.Navy. This man cannot be too highly commended
for his heroism and devotion to duty. Finding a seriously injured
officer on the deck of the sinking ship he risked his life to get
the officer clear of the ship. The injured officer could not move
by himself so this man put a life jacket on him and towed him until
they found a raft. Before he could get the officer on the raft, a
ship in the formation came through the group of survivors, Dufour,
again risking his life, placed himself between the injured officer
and the oncoming ship and pushed the officer clear. He them turned
toward the raft which was directly in the path of the ship and saved
the raft. He was so close to the ship that he was hit by its side
but was not injured. He again found the injured officer and placed
him in the raft. All during the night he was a constant source of
encouragement and optimism. Too much cannot be said in praise of
his actions.

10. Compilation of casualties incurred during action.
Total number on board: 247 men, 15 officers.
Survivors: 135 men, 1l officers.
Missing in action: B8 men, 3 officers.
Killed in action: 24 men, 1 officer.
Wounded in action: 14 men, 1 officer.

W-W- WOOdSr
Lt.(jg), U.S.Naval Reserve,
Commanding,

R. G. Gibson,
Lt. (jg) U.S.Navy
by directicn.
Copies to:
Commander Destroyer Division Ten.
Commander Destroyer Squadron Five.
Commander Task Force 64.
Commander Task Force 1l6.
Commander South Pacific Forces.
Commander in cChief, Pacific Fleet,
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DD602/ Ady~1 CiltoS FI ol A (IXIDEa0Y (10-rd)

(002) ‘ Sun Franoilsoo, Oalifornia

¢ = 5% Com e LT _ R i) November 18, 1942

-h'o;. The Commanding Officer,

To The Communder, SOUTH PACIFIC FORCX.

Via : The Commander, TASK FORCE SIXTY-TWO.

Subjeot: Rescue of Survivors violnity Savo Island, November
15, 1942,

Enolosure: (A) List of Survivors from the U.3.9. WALXE, U.3.9,
PRESTON, U.S.3, EENHAK - Pioked up mmd delivered
to this vessel,

1, This vessel, on November 15, 1942, prooseded to the
vioinity of Sevo Iamland, to reccver survivors of the previcus
nights navel engugement and arrived off Savo Ialand at 1100,
The urea south of Savo Islund, betwsen Suvo Island and Cape
Esparane was seurched by thias veasel, aided by the YP boat sty
tioned at Thlagl, a YT boat, several smoout Planes from Tulagl
and Higgins boats. The survivors recoversed by the MEADE and the
above units are shown in Enalosure (A). In wdditiom, it is by-
lieved approximutely twelve survivars were re8cusd from Savo
Island by the YP and Higgins btoats. All survivers were landed
ut the Nuval Station, Tulegi,.

2. The survivors were found soattered over & wide ares.
The work of the pianes and oata in plcking up men, was very ef-
flolent, especially the YP and Higains bogts which searched 0lose
into Savo Islan 4 and reoccvered men from the beaches., An .D“i
buttery ls supposed to be looated on this igland, however, no hopg~
tile aotion was taken by them, During the resous operutions, a
SAN FRANCISCO scout nJape, which was alding, crashed., This vessel
searched the area, but found no gurvivery.

3 The gensral condibtien ¢ the sufvivors was very good,
riounded survivors wers treated abonrd by the ahip's dootor and doe~
torw sent from Tulag!. Ths wounded and desoription of wounds is
indicated in Enoloswure |A). Onc mun died in & boat and ‘vas buried
at sed. Positive identifiocetion oan be made by survivers upon are
rifel at Espiritu. A ring recofered from the body will be forwarded
to the Bursau of Neval Personnel,

Lo In the rescus operutions the following points were
brought out:

(a) The extrems diffioculty of £inding men in the water, evea
when within one mile of the =hip, The present ocolored
Xopack life jaoket_blends in with the sea, Raking 4t d4fe
Tloult to spot. "I_ is recommended that oonsiderstion be
given to dyeing ,‘Liﬂ Jackets yellow or sswing yellow






A Recollection by William J. Cusick!

We were steaming in column when the battleships opened fire at
about 0020. It was an awesome sight. You could see the 16-inch
projectiles heading towards their target through the night sky.

I noticed a blue light halfway up Savo Island just prior to the
opening salvos and called the skipper's attention to it. He
seemed to think it had something to do with the coastwatchers.

At that point a radarman kicked over the signal gang's
coffeepot as he stepped out of the radar shack. As I bent over to
retrieve it I saw a big splash to starboard, which meant the ene-
my's first salvo was short. Within seconds the second salvo hit
in the vicinity of #2 stack. The bridge area was showered with
miscellaneous vegetables as the spud locker was in the vicinity
of the direct hit. 1In the interim, our main battery opened up.

We started to list to starboard, and at about 0035 the skipper
passed the word to abandon ship.

I scrambled down the starboard ladder to the main deck and
headed forward. The next thing I knew I was in the water. The
first thing I saw was the battleships bearing down on us. Luckily,
I was able to swim out of the way. Many of my shipmates were not
as fortunate and were run over by the huge ships. The water was
warm and the sea calm. You could feel the rumble of what T assumed
were depth charges exploding, but there was nothing close by. I
managed to get a hold of a life raft with two shipmates on it.

The raft was damaged, but there was enough to hang on to. One
shipmate was placed in the middle of the raft, as he seemed to be
unconscious (in fact, he died before we were picked up}.

During the night a Japanese submarine surfaced in the area but
did not linger. As dawn broke we had a ringside view of some
beached ships being bombed and strafed by our aircraft. About
noontime a Navy floatplane landed nearby and told us help was on
the way. As the plane became airborne and was gaining altitude it
went into a nosedive and crashed. I heard later that both airmen
were killed.

Late in the afternoon we were picked up by the destroyer Meade.
Qutside of being oil-soaked and severely sunburned about the face
and head I was in good shape. Shortly afterward the Meade was
strafed by a Jap Zero. There were some casualties but no deaths
among our group.

We were put ashore at Lunga Point on Guadalcanal and then
transferred the following day to Tulagi. A week later we boarded
the Aaron Ward for Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides. Upon arrival
I was reassigned duty in the area. The majority of the survivors
were sent home, but I didn't see the U.S.A. until June 1944,

l William J. Cusick reported for duty aboard the Prestom at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, in May 1939. When the ship was sunk in the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal
on November 15, 1942, he was a Signalman First Class. He wrote this recollec-

tion in December 1996.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.

May, 1997






The Nava! Battlie of Guada /canal!
12=-15 November 1542

Vice Admiral Edward N. "Butch" Parker's story® of the five
weeks in the I/ ife of the U.S.S. Cushing (DD-376) when he com-
manded that ship in the fall of 1942 includes three congratula=-
tory messages sent to all the participants in this battle. Un-
fortunately, those who most deserved the high praise und expres-

sions of gratitude ~ the wounded survivors and those who died -
never saw them,

From Command ing General 1st Marine Division (General Alex-
ander A. Vandegrift): :

"THE MARINES ON CACTUS (code name for Guadalcanal ) LIFT
THEIR BATTERED HELMETS IN DEEPEST ADMIRAT [ON, T

LA B BN BEE Y I NN R

From Commander South Pacific Force (Admiral William F,
Halsey):

"TO THE SUPERB OFF ICERS AND MEN ON LAND, ON SEA, IN THE
AIR AND UNDER THE SEA WHO HAVE PERFORMED SUCH MAGN IF ICENT
FEATS FOR OUR COUNTRY IN THE LAST FEW DAYS X YOU HMAVE
WRITTEN YOUR NAMES IN GOLDEN LETTERS ON THE PAGES OF
HISTORY AND WON THE UNDYING GRATITUDE OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN
X MY PRIDE IN YOU IS BEYOND EXPRESS ION, NO HONOR FOR YOU
COULD BE TOO GREAT X MAGNIFICENTLY DONE X GOD BLESS EACH

AND EVERY ONE OF YOU X TO THE GLORIOUS DEAD: HAJL HERQES!
REST WITH GOD X SIGNED HALSEY® :

LAEE SN JNE BEE SN N Y S I R

From Commander in Chief Pacific (CINCPAC) (Admiral Ches-
ter W. Nimitz) to COMSOPAC (Admiral Halsey):

"WE HAVE ADMIRATION BEYOND EXPRESSION FOR THE UNSWERV ING
OFFENSIVE SPIRIT OF YOUR FIGHTING FORCES AND THEIR ARILI-
TY TO STRIKE DOWN THE ENEMY WHILE ABSORBING HM1S BLOWS X
WE REGRET DEEPLY THE LOSSES YOU HAD TO TAKE, BUT THEY
WERE GLORIOUSLY NOT IN VAIN."

LA SN I BEE BN I RN R A A )

1 Earlier called "Third and Fourth Battles of Savao Island" or
"Battle of the Solomons."

2 written by Adm. Parker in 1982 and revised in 1985, Forty

copies of his pamphiet were distributed at the Cushing'’s 1985

reunion, and six additional copies were sent by him to widows

and survivors for whom he had addresses. A copy is on file at

the Ships! Histories Branch, Naval! Historical Center, Washing-
ton, 0.C..






The Naval Battle of

(Guadalcanal

ince 7 August 1942, when U.S. Marines landed

at Guadalcanal in the southern Solomons, Im-

perial Japanese General Headquarters had de-

termined to eject the invaders—the first threar

1o the integrity of its defensive perimeter—and

bring the island back under Japanese control. The resule-

ing contesr attained a duration, intensity, and cost that

neither side could have foreseen. At stake, as both soon

came to realize, was more than possession of a sweltering,

disease-ridden, singularly inhospitabie South Seas tsland;

the real objective was no less than the strategic initiative
in the Pacific,

For months, the outcome of the struggle hung in a pre-

carious balance. Larer in the war, when the U.S. Navy had

won command of the sea, it could isolate islands on which

. . . .

In November 1942, successful U.S. cruiser, afreraft, and
barteship actions represented a turning pomt in the Pacific.

landings were made. This was not the case ar Guadalcanal,
where command of the sea changed at sunrise and sunset.
During the day, U.S. aircraft exercised it from Henderson
Field, the airstrip the Marines quickly established on the
island. Afrer dark, ir belonged to what U.S. forces called
the Tokyo Express—Japanese ships thar steamed down the
Slot through the Solomons to land troops and supplies and
to bombard Henderson Field. U.S. surface forces challenged
these noctumal forays successfully at the Barle of Cape
Esperance in October and the Naval Bartle of Guadalcanal
in mid-November, and less successfully at the Bartie of Tas-
safaronga later that month.

But before and after these clashes, the Tokya Express
ran on scheduie, subject only to interference from U.S. pa-
trol boats and the need to be well on its way back up the
Slot by daybreak. Besides night surface actions immediately
offshore, two inconclusive fleet acrions took place berween
carrier forces: the Battle of the Eastern Solomons in Au-
gust and the Bartle of the Santa Cruz Islands in October.

On more than one occasion, only a single carrier was avail-
"HAGHT ACTION OFF SAVE, | ¢ ROVEMBSA ML Y DWIGHT SHEPLER /U S MAVAL HISTORMCAL CENTER

UNITED STATES NAVAL INSTITUTE
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able to support the defense of
Guadalcanal, and U.S. leaders
considered the possibilicy that it
might become necessary to evac-

*- 5AVO
ISLAND

varte the island. 1415 NOV
Forunately, the Japanese Army
consistently underestimated the | 13OV
(marares

number of Marines and soldiers W
ashore by 50% to 70%. Conse-
quently, the 30,000 troops landed
in detachments fed three succes-
sive attempts to overrun Hen-
derson Field—in late August,
mid-Seprember, and late Octo-
ber—rather than massing for one
preat artack. Psychologically, the
turning point occurred on 18 Cc-
tober, when pugnaciows Vice Ad-

GUADALCANAL ISLAND

was Rear Admirai Norman Scorr,
the victor at the Bartle of Cape
Esperance. Abe’s raiding group
consisted of the battleships Hiei
and Kirishima, light cruiser Nagara,
and 14 destroyers. Radar contacr
ey was made at 0124. Firing began ar
virually point-blank range—less
than a mile—ar 0145, and the op-
posing fomations held head-on
courses to pass through one an-
other in the fiercest, most con-
fused melee since Tegerthoff led
his flying wedge into the Iralian
fleet off Lissa in 1866. Callaghan

_— and Scott were kilied early in the
T | action, which lasted barely a quar-

R <-{ ter-hour. At irs end, the Japanese

miral William F. 'Bull’ Halsey
ook over as head of the South Pacific forces. an appoint-
ment applauded throughout his new command. Objectively,
it came on 12-15 November, in the three interlocking ac-
tions that comprised the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal.
Like the majority of engagements in the Guadalcanal
campaign, the naval battle had its origins in a Japanese
plan to reinforce the island—in this case, with 10,000 men
in highspeed mransports escorted by a destrover force led by
Rear Admiral Raizo Tanaka, the Tokyo Express’s in-
domitable engineer. These troops were to land on Guadal-
cznal during the night of 12-13 November, while a raid-
ing force commanded by Vice Admiral Hiroaki Abe
pounded Henderson Field and the Marine positions around
it. By coincidence, two heavily escorted U.S. transport
groups under Rear Admiral Richmand Kelly Tumner reached
the island on 11 and 12 November. On the 12th, air pa-
trols reported powerful enemy forces moving toward
Guadalcanal, obviously with the intention of artacking the
airfield and the transports, if present. Tumner seized the op-
pOrTunity to prepare a surprise. As soon as his transporrs
had put to sea, he disparched the cruisers and most of the
destroyers in their support proup to intercepr the intruders
off Guadalcanal. The enemy formation—correctly believed
ta include two batdeships—presented the home ream with

heavy odds.

Cruiser Night Action, 13 November

The force Tumer had deployed numbered 13 vessels:
the heavy cruisers Portland (CA-33) and San Francisco
(CA-38}, light cruisers Adanta (CL-51)}, Helena (CL-50),
and Juneau (CL-52}, and eight destroyers. In command in
the flagship San Francisco was Rear Admiral Daniel ).
Callaghan. Also present, flying his flag in the Atlana,

wuc s withdrew without having shelled
Henderson Field, and Tanaka's mansports were ordered
back into the Shortland Islands, midway up the Slot. Sunk
or sinking were the Adanta and four U.S. and two Japan-
ese desmoyers. The Hiei, slowed by ac least 30 large-caiiber
hits, was left behind with three desroyers amtending her.
Dawn and U.S. aircraft found the Hiei only a few miles
from Guadalcanal. Repeated bomb and torpedo runs added
10 her misery, and around sunset she became the first Japan-
ese bartleship to be sunk in World War 1. The day’s ac-
tion was not entirely to the Imperial Navy's disadvantage,
however. Torpedoes from the submarine 1-26 claimed the
damaged Juneau as the U.S. force retired from the baztle
area, and shortly past midnight two heavy cruisers of Vice
Admiral Gunichi Mikawa's Eighth Fieer, called into play
that moming, pasted Henderson Field.

Air Acrion, 14 November

Tanaka's convoy set out for Guzdalcanal for a second
time ar 1300 on 13 November. At first light U.S. recon-
naissance flighes spotted his ganspors and destroyers head-
ing toward the island and Mikawa’s cruisers moving away
from it. In the ensuing air arracks one of Mikawa's six cruis-
ers was sunk and three others damaged, one severely, while
six of Tanaka's 11 ransports were destroyed and another
hit so badly thar it had to tum back. His losses notwith-
standing, Tanaka pressed on toward Guadalcanal.

Bartleship Night Actdon, 14-15 November

Meanwhile, U.S. and Japanese commanders had been
reaching decisions that precipitated the climax of the Naval
Batrie of Guadaicanal. Late on 13 November, Halsey or-
dered the carrier Enterprise (CV-6) task force to send irs

GREAT SEA BATTLES OF WORLD WAR 1]
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heavy gunfire unit into the cauldron. The surface action
group thus formed under Rear Admiral Willis A. Lee
consisted of the new battleships Seuth Dakota (BB-57) and
Washington (BB-56) and four destroyers. On the Japanese
side, Vice Admiral Nobotake Kondo, commanding the
Combined Fleet's Advanced Force, made plans to support
the landing of Tanaka's wansports by attacking Henderson
Field. The formation assembled under his personal com-
mand comprised the battleship Kirishima, heavy cruisers
Atago (flag) and Takao, two light cruisers, and nine de-
stroyers. These deployments set the stage for the first and
next-to-last time in the Pacific war thar battleships fought
their own kind.

The action opened with 16-inch salvos from the U.S.
dreadnoughts at 2317, By the time it ended approximately
an hour and a quarter later, the South Dakota had been
heavily damaged, two U.S. destroyers had been sunk,
and a third was siowly sinking; but the Kirishima and a
Japanese destroyer had taken such punishment that they
had to be scurtied, and Kondo's force was retiring. Al-
though ir had not hammered the airfield, it had cleared
the way for Tanaka, who ran his four surviving trans-
ports ashore on Guadaicanal ar 0400. Of the 10,000 men
intended to reinforce the island, 2,000 had reached it. In

view of the opposition encountered, the delivery of these
troops is a testimonial to the fighting spirit of the Impe-
rial Navy. At a cost of two bartieships, a heavy cruiser,
and three destroyers, however, this was a restimonial the
Japanese could ill afford. Thereafter, the problem of con-
veying troops to Guadalcanal was overshadowed by the
increasingly intractable one of supplying those already
there. On 12 December, the navy formally recommended
abandoning the struggle for the island, and on the last day
of the year Imperial General Headquarrers directed a staged
evacuation, which took place on 1-8 February 1943. [n
the words of a Japanese document captured some rime
earlier, “Success or faifure in recapruring Guadaicanal
- .. is the fork in the road which leads to victory for them
or for us.” For Japan, the fork led to defeat. The U.S. Navy
was about to begin its long march across the Pacific o

Tokvo Bay. 3

For further reading: Paul 8. Dull, A Baxle History of the Imperial
Japanese Navy, 1941-1945 (Annapolis, MD: Naval Inseteute Press.
1978): David C. Evans, ed., The Japanese Navy m World War II: in the
Words of Former Japenese Naval Officers, second edition { Annapolis,
MD: Naval Institute Press, 1986); Semuel Eliot Morison. History of
Uruted Stazes Naval Operagions m Worid Wer 1], Vol. V: The Srugrle
for Guadalcanal (Boston: Littie, Brown, 19751

UNITED STATES NAVAL INSTITUTE






The fast battleship U.§5.5. South Dakota (88-57), shown here at the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Washington, on
August 24, 1944, probably killed some of the Preston's survivors when she inadvertently ran through them
during the night surface action on November 14-15, 192, Life rafts dropped by the South Dakota and the
U.S.S, Washington (B8-56) kept some of the survivors afloat until they were rescued by Higgins boats and
the destroyer U.S.S. Meade (DD-602) after being in the watar about Fifteen hours, The South Dakota dis-

placed 35,000 tons (std,) and was armed with nine 16-in. guns plus sixteen 5-in. guns. Ouring this bat-
tle she sustalned serious damage and had to return home For repairs. {Official U.S. Navy photograph. )







U.S5.S5. Preston (DD-379)

Recollections of Cdr. Theodore F. Marx, USN {Ret.)=*

At age 22 T graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy on 19 June 1542 {class
of 1943) and proceeded immediately to Pearl Harbor to meet the Preston. At ses
a few days later I suffered an acute attack of appendicitis. The ship returned
to the vicinity of Pearl and dropped me over the side to a launch from the Naval
Hospital. I was taken immediately to the operating room, and my appendix was
removed (by the later Surgeon General Dr. Pugh). A week later 1 was back at
Sea. We spent the next few months with the Enterprise, being sighted by the
Japanese in as many places as possible trying to convince them that we had sev—
eral carriers in operation. We joined Task Force 16 (Adm. T. C. Kinkaid) in
time for the Battle of Santa Cruz (26 October 1942). 1In joining the Task Force
we cut sharply across the bow of the South Dakota ("0ld Nameless") which gave
her skipper, Captain Thomas L. Gatch, cause to brag to his officers about the
seamanship of the Destroyer Navy. (Capt. Gatch had previously been our Squad-
ron Commander. )

After the battle we were engaged in picking up pilots who were forced to
ditch because of damage to their carrier, the Hornet. As we were heaving to to
pick up survivors, the Porter came up astern and signalled us to move on:; that
she would pick up the ditched pilots. A few minutes later she was torpedoed by
a submarine and sank.

A few days later we heard about the battle off Guadalcanal in which our
task group of five cruisers and eight destroyers suffered severe losses. This
elicited different thoughts from the crew as to what worried them the most. Of
those on watch with me in the gqun director I remember that one was obsessed
with the threat of the Jap Ccruiser Mogami, while another was convinced that he
would be eaten by a shark. Suddenly we heard a message from the Flag directing
the Washingtaon and South Dakota to take the four nearest "small boys" and pro-
ceed to Guadalcanal. We were the fourth destroyer in line ahead of the Wash-
ington which was followed by the South Dakota. We were steaming at close inter-
val at high speed. We entered Sealark Channel about midnight - I remember a
sickening sweet smell of gardenias as we neared the shore. We were directed by
the battleships to turn off our radar as we were cluttering their scopes. (We
had had radar installed a few months before and had found it to be most unre-
liable - picking up contacts where there were none and failing to pick up those
that were clearly visible.)

Suddenly all hell broke loose; we were completely surrounded by Jap ships.
They were difficult to detect because they were very close to shore and presen-
ted no silhouette. We managed to get off a few rounds and a salvo of torpedoes
before we were hit. We probably were hit by a salvo of B-inch and perhaps a
larger shell or torpedo back aft. The ship rolled about 90 degrees to star-
board and sank in about twenty seconds - there was not enough left of her to
create any suction as she sank. I remember those twenty seconds -~ it became
bright as day as we exploded, and potatoes rained down on us (the spud locker
was located atop the aft portion of the bridge). Amid the roar of explosions

* An excerpt, with very minor editing, from Cdr. Marx's letter to author Eric
Hammel written around 1985. Mr. Hammel used some of this material in his book
Guadalcanal: Decision at Sea (New York; Crown Publishers, 1988). Ensign Marx
was the Prestom's Torpedo Officer when the ship was sunk on 15 November 1942
in the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal (12-15 November).
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you could see and hear the rending of metal as the ship came apart.

I was on the bridge as Torpedo Control Officer, and as the ship rolled
over the skipper, Cdr. Max C. Stormes, and I stepped into the water and
started swimming, he to the left, I to the right. I never saw him again. He
was awarded the Navy Cross posthumously.

As I swam away from the ship I looked up to see the Washington bearing
down on me. From water level it looked as if her bow went a thousand feet in
the air, and she sounded like a freight train. I rode her bow wave out and
thus avoided any suction. As she passed, someone threw a cork ring-type life
raft over the side. We were able to put some of the wounded on this broken
raft and also take turns holding on to the sides. I spoke later to some of the
officers of the Washington, and they were amazed that anyone from the Preston
survived. They said they saw a large explosion and the ship disappear. (Ac-
tually, we probably lost almost everyone aft and about half of the remainder of
the crew.) As the South Dakota passed through us there was a blinding flash on
her stern as though her stern was blown off - actually it was her scout plane
that exploded.

The battle then proceeded out towards the horizon, leaving us alone in rel-
ative quiet, broken occasionally by the muffled sound of exploding depth charges
that had not been saftied when the ships were sunk. In the distance the battle
turned and began to come back towards us. Just as we were beginning to fear
that we would be in the middle of the battle again, the battle turned again and
disappeared over the horizon. After a few hours in the water I realized that
my .45 sidearm was getting heavy. I unhooked the gun belt in front, then put
my hands behind me and rehocked it as I always did aboard ship to hang it up,
then I just let go. (How much habit affects our behavior!) After about eight
hours I realized that I was holding up my kapok life jacket, so I took it off
and let it sink. During the night a light appeared nearby, flashed around for
a few minutes, and then disappeared. I heard it reported later that a Jap sub
had surfaced and picked up a couple of survivors. When they found them to be
American they tossed them back overboard and submerged. Althcugh the water was
very warm (perhaps 80 degrees) we began to get cold after many hours. Since we
were close to shore some of the men began swimming towards Lunga Point. When
they got near the shore they were fired upon, so they swam back to our group.

When the sun came up we could see the bow of the Walke, still afloat with
a Jap hanging on to one end and an American hanging on to the other. About mid
morning the Meade began shelling the beach on Guadalcanal. They completed
their mission about three in the afternoon and proceeded to our area. They
picked us up at about three-thirty (after we had been in the water about fifteen
hours) and headed towards Tulagi. They gave us a bucket of diesel oil to wash
off the black oil that covered us and then a shower to wash off the diesel oil.
While we were aboard the Meade we were straffed by some Jap planes. As we
neared Tulagi we were transferred to landing barges and taken ashore. The ser-
iously wounded were hospitalized at MOB #8. Those who had cracked under the
strain were confined, and the rest of us were given a pith helmet, scme Marine
khakis, a small bottle of brandy, and told to go sit under a tree. We were also
told not to pick up any souvenirs, as the area was filled with duds. We did see
several wooden bullets which the Japs were using. After a few days and sleep-
less nights in Tulagi - sleepless because of "Washing Machine Charlie," a Jap
Plane that flew over every night dropping a few random bombs - we were flown
to Espiritu Santo. BAbout two weeks later we were sent to Noumea, New Caledonia,
where we boarded a transport and headed back to the States - without escort.







Januery 17, 1984

Mr. J. A. Welsh
301 E. Poksgen Street
South Bend, Indians Leé17

Desr Jack:

Permit me this opportunity to congratulat Jou on the article sbout
your WWII experiences on the U.S.S. W keMhgt is appearing in the
current issue of the Gusdalcsnal Echoes. Rest assured thst it
brought back vivid memories of events long gone.

First, let me define my personal relationship to your story, and
then try to explain some of the detsils that you and your shiprates
may have never known. It hsppens that I was the Pilot of the lone
plene that flew over your pPosition nesr Savo st dawn on Nov. 15th,
1942. Seversl sorties lgter I was also the lesder of the flight of
fighters that first ssw and reported your predicament snd thep
devoted gll of it's time and effort. to diverting the U.S.5. Mesde.
to your location snd rescue. It had already been the most memorsble
week of my life and most of the events are indelibly etched in my
memory, especially those of that morning.

AS g result of 8 severe naval bombardment on the night of Nov. 13th
we Wwere required to disperse sll land bassed aireraft to evVery nook
and cranny of the beschhesd sres om the evening of the 1lth. My
flight of four P=-39 Airscobras was dispersed to s new airstrip
called Fighter Two, and we were the very first s/c to use it, Thenks
to you and the task force that Jou accompsnied we were gpared thst
snticipated shelling., We were well aware that a ms jor engagement

Wes underwsy nearby becsuse we could see ap glmost uninterrupted
period of gun flsshes agsinst the night sky. Unfortunstely my flight
was glso committed to fly the dawn combat sir patrol on the 15th and
this meant & long jeep drive over unfamilisr rosds in blackout
conditions, finding and inspecting the a/c in total darkness, and
taxiing out to take-off and lsunching before dswn from g strange
airstrip without benefit of lights. Everything went well until the
ground taxi sequence wes underwasy, st which time things sterted to
g0 to hell in s hend basket. I first becsme sware of seversl bright
flashes benind me which I ecould not identify until reaching the end
of the runway. 4t that point I determined that the field was under-
gcing & shelling from socme source. The hesd enemy cannoneer was
spparently tracking my other a/c from their running lights, so I_
instructed them by radic to shutdown and find cover. Then I decided
to take off and clear the sres before the shelling dameged the runmwsy,
which I did in total darkmess. On climbout I observed the running
lights of asnother a/c cireling Henderson Field. I couldn't believe
thet it was one of my own flight but I decided to cheek., Aas I pulled
up alongside this a/c it fired a werning burst of mschine gun fire
over my canopy, which told me he didn't like my presence and thet he
didn't belong to me becsuse our guns were fixed and only fired'forward.
Within e few minutes there was enough iwilight to see the outline of

N -~ - s bo] -
'our large cargc vessels standing off Pt. Cruz, desd Iin tug wgter,
Becsuse of the intensity of the neval sctions in the immediate sres

" These remarks regarding the survivors of the USS Walke
(DD-416 ) also pertain to the Preston's survivors because the

two ships were sunk very near each other,






intend to make sure thst esch gets to read vour article.

Rest assured sir, there was nothing that day thst would hsve beer
more importeant to us than your rescue, had we known of your situg<ion,
That probably would have gone double becsuse of our 8pprecistion of
being spared snother naval bombsrdment through your efforts. At

no time wes any priority placed on destroying the remnants of what
nad been 8 mighty force several days esarlier, it was just thst your
predicament had not yet been recognized. In s GCorsl Sez or Midway
situstion the reverse might have been true, but in this case it just
heppened and you were the innocent victims. I sm not = very
religious person but in 30 years of military flying I did see 3

few hsppenings that hasd to be attributed to "someone upstsirs", 1Ip
trhis case He was g 1little slow thst morning but He must have let

it run it's own course until we slmost sttacked you in the water,
and then decided to step in and strsighten things out right there.

In six weeks we leave for s return to the South Pacific, s 22 dsy
excursion to all of the old places. I will be sure to 1lift ope to
you snd your shipmestes st the Mendana Hotel ber, Pt. Cruz,
Guadalcansl Island on the evening of Msreh 11, 1981.

Respectfully yours,

el
Ja T. Jarman

Cot?nel USAF (Retired)

5918 Cnerokee Drive
Shawnee Mission, Ks. 66205

CC: Graydon Cadwell

Gusdalcanel Camp. Vets.
Assn,

Bob Ferguson
Merty Rysan












COMSUPAC FILE

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC PLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER

In the name of the President of the TUnited States,
the Commander South Pacific Area and South Pacitiec Force
takes pleasure in awarding the NAVY AND MABTNE CORPS MEDAL
to

0. V. DUFOUR, TORPEDOMAN'S MATE SECOND CLASS,
UNITED STATES RAVY

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

*For herolsm following the sinkingz of a destroy-
ér on which he was serving during the engagement
with Japanese naval forces in the Solomon Islands
area on the night of November 14-15, 1942. While
his ship was sinking as a result of being torpedoed,
DUFOUR, with complete disregard of his own safaty,
remsiued on board for the purpose of rescuing a
wounded officer. Having secured the officer in a
life Jjacket, he placed him in the water and towed
him clear of the sinking vessel to the viginity of
a nearby raft. When about to be run down by a pass-
ing ship, he pushed the officer and raft clear of
the oncoming vessel and was himself struck by the
side of the ship. Thereafter, he succeeded in plac-
ing the officer and several other wounded men on the
life raft and remained with them throughout the night.
IUrQUR's courage and optimism were am inspiration %o
his saipmates slinpginz to the raft. Hls conduct
throughout was in keeping with the highest traditioxzs
of the United States Naval Service."

5 s .
T. 3. WILKIRSON,

Rear Admiral, U. 8. Navy.
Deputy Commander Jouth Pacific area.

Temporary Citation
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U.S.5. Preston (DD-375)

Citations for Medals and a Commendat ion Ritbon:!

RADIOMAN THIRD CLASS JAMES VIRGIL DODGE, UAN
BRONZE STAR MEDAL (V)

"For devotion to duty under adverse condit ions while
serving on board a destroyer which was badly damaged during
the engagement with Japanese naval forces in the Solomon
Islands area on the night of November 14=15, 1542, Arter
their ship had gone down, DODGE swam to the assistance of a
wounded officer and, although himself nearly exhausted,
succeeded in towing him through oil-covered waters to a
distant [ ife raft. Subsequent!ly he managed to place the
officer on the raft from where he was later rescued. His
loyalty and courageous conduct were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Nava! Service. "

LI B BN R JEE N N I I

CHIEF COMMISSARY STEWARD WI1LBUR RUSSELL PERK INS, USN

8RONZE STAR MEDAL (V)

"For devotion to duty under adverse circumstances
while serving on board a destroyer which was badly damaged
during the engagement with Japanese naval forces in the
Solomon Isiands area on the night of November 14-15, 1942,
When his ship was sunk during the course of the battle,
PERKINS found himself one of a large group of survivors
adrift in the oil-covered waters. Discovering a nearby
life raft, PERKINS, although the Ffirst to reach it, refused
to take a place thereon, but instead assisted the weak and
wounded to a place of sarety. He spent the remainder of
the night in assisting shipmates in need of heip. His
courage and optimism contributed greatly to the morale of
those around him., His conduct throughout was in keeping
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service "

* X X X X K X K K N ¥ ®

(Cont inued on next page)

! Typed from drart citations on index cards at the wWashington
Navy Yard, Naval Historical Center/Operational Archives.
The Preston was sunk in a night surface action (The Naval
Batt/e of Guadalcanal) on November 15, 1542.

‘ E. A, wWilde, Jr.

December, 1996
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CHIEF PHARMACIST'S MATE EMIL JOHN SOIKA, USN
COMMENDATION R1BBON

"For devotion to duty under adverse circumstances while
serving on board a destroyer which was badly damaged in the
engagement with Japanese naval forces in the Solomon Islands
area on the night of November 14=15, 1942, After his ship
had been sunk in the course of the battle, SOIKA Ffound him-
sel/f one of a number of survivors adrift In oil-covered wa-
ters. Although suffering from a severe scalp wound and oth-
er injuries, he, nevertheless, assisted a wounded officer to
a place of safety on a |ife raft. Thereafter, disregarding
his own safety, he treated the injured on the raft and by
his courageous activities in keeping the survivors concen-
trated, he was undoubted!y instrumental in saving several
| ives. His unselfish conduct throughout was in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.,”

¥ % N X K K %X X * ¥ ¥ ¥

MACHINIST!S MATE FIRST CLASS ALEXANDER HAMILTON THRIFT, USN
NAVY & MARINE CORPS MEDAL

"For heroism following the attack on a destroyer on
which he was serving during the engagement with Japanese
naval forces in the Solomon Islands area on the night of No-
vember 14-15, 15942. When the ship was in a sinking condi-
tion, and with complete disregard of his own sarfety, THRIFT
remained in the engine room and assisted injured shipmates
to escape. Wwhen the vessel was abandoned, he towed a
wounded man clear of the ship and succeeded in keeping him
afloat during the remainder of the night until both were
rescued. His shouts of encouragement to other men in the
water and his efforts in keeping them concentrated were un-
doubted/y instrumental in saving the !ives of several other
shipmates. His courageous and zealous conduct throughout
was in keeping with the highest traditions of the United
States Naval Service.

L N N Y Y Y B B B I O
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V.S.8. Preston (DD=379)
Commander Max C! ifford Stormes, USN (1903=1942)

Command ing Officer, 3! October 1941 - 15 November 1942

Commander Stormes was vorn at 31g Flats, Hew York, July 27,
1903. He attended Elmira Free dcalemy, Elmira, Mew York, and entered
the Naval Academy from the 87tk New York District. After gEraduation
in 1924, he served in the USS JEVADA until June, 1926, vhen he re.
ported to the USS CEZIVINK, Submarine Base, MNew London, Connecticut.
He completed the course of submarine instruction in December 192g,
and on larch 8, 1927, reported for duty in the USS &-33 based at
Pearl Harvor, T. H. After his return to the United States ia October
1922, he jolned the US3 V-3, and in April 1930, transferred to the

USS V.l, later named the USS BARRACUDA,

From June 1931 until August 1933, Commander Stormes was under
posigraduate instruction in General line duties at the Naval Acadenmy,
and at the Haval Tralning Statlon, Great Lakes, Illinols., On August
28, 1233, he reported to the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Hew Hampshire,
where the USS CACHALOT wgs fitting out. He went aboard upon her com-
mlgsioning, December 1, 1933, as first lioutenant and gunnery offioper,
retumj_n% to the idgvy Yard, Portsmouth, in August 1937, for duty
there. In April, 1932, he assumed command of the USS TALBOY, and
two years later he Joined the USS CHICAGO gnd served as her first

lieutenant and damage control officer until October, 1941,

In October 1941, Commander Stormes assumed command of the USS
PAESTCK, The PRuSTON was sunk by enemy action during the Batile of
Guadalcanal, November 12-15, 1942, and Uommander Stormes was reported
misging 1n actlon, and was officially presumed dead one year later.
He was awarded, posthumously, the Navy Cross with the following

cltation:

NAVZ CROSS
"For extraordinary herolsm as Commanding Officer of

the USS PRZSTON in combat against enemy Japanese naval
forces off Savo Island, Solomon Islands, during the night
of November 14~15, 1942, DBoldly fighting his ship agalnst
numefically superior enemy forces, Commander Stormes, by his
coolness and oourage in the face of grave danger,; inspired
his men to supreme efforts of determination and endurance

to carry on the attgck. 4lthough the PRESTON was repeatedly
hit by heavy projectiles from numerous enemy vessels, Com-
mander 3tormes and his valliant orew kept up 2 continual
and devastating fire against the Japanese ahlps, inflicting
serlous damage on the enemy. His great personal valor was
in keeping with the highest traditlons of the United States

HJavgl Service,"

Commander Stormes wes also entitled to the Purple Heart MHedal,
American Defense Service iledal, with Fleet Clasp, dAsiatic-Pacific
Campalgn Medal, and World VWar II Victory ledal.

The USS STORIZS, destroyer DD-780, has been named in his honar,
and is now with the Atlantic Fleet.

Copled
6 June 1949






A Recollection by Robert G. Gibson*

(A letter to E. A. Wilde, Jr., dated March 4, 1997)

After graduvating from the Naval Academy in December 1941, I was ordered
to a destroyer in the Pacific. However, before I got to it, it was sunk in
late December. A number of us were in the same position and waited in San
Francisco for new assignments. About mid-January I was assigned to the Pres—
ton and joined the ship while it was in the Bay area.

We left San Francisco for Hawaii sometime in January. We, of course, had
no idea of the damage at Pearl Harbor, so when we entered there it was a tre-
rmendous shock to see all the destroyed ships and buildings. Our first task
after getting to Pearl was to escort some Army artillery troops to Christmas
Island, south of Hawaii. They were to protect Christmas Island from being
occupied. It struck us as being a rather futile gesture, since they had less
firepower than our ship.

On the way back to Hawaii an Army bomber circled us for some time and
then crash-landed in the ocean. It was on its way to Australia but had missed
Palymyra Island where it was to refuel. It was completely lost and was lucky
to find us. Several of the crew were injured in the landing, and I think one
man died. We delivered them to Palymyra which had a Navy air station - long
since closed.

The Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands (October 26, 1942):

This air battle was our first experience in actually shooting at something.

I'm not sure how good we were, but we expended a lot of ammo. I recall that we
had to cease fire at one point to clear the empty shell casings from the base
of the gquns. Although we claimed some results, there were so many ships firing
in varied directions that it was hard to know what really happened. We were
shooting at some planes that were destroyed but who knows what did it.

We were very nervous about subs, since the Porter had just been hit by a
torpedo. One of the returning planes that could not land on the carrier be-
cause of the damage to the flight deck ditched some distance ahead of us. As
the plane sank the tail looked just like a periscope, and we opened fire with
a vengeance. As the angle changed I could see that it was a tail surface, and
I had a hell of a time making my "Cease fire" order take effect. We then
picked up the crew and the pilot - a Lt. Norton, who turned out to have been a
first classman I knew at the Academy when I was a plebe. He joked later that
he would have treated me better if he had known that I was the one to order
firing stopped! (Based on your information, I called Norton a few weeks ago
and we had a great time comparing notes on what happened since that day in
October, 1942.)

After this action - and of course we viewed ourselves as real veterans -
we spent some time in Nouméa, New Caledonia, where the harbor was a major lo-
gistic center and filled with ships, and in Espiritu Santo, home of the giant
red-haired Melanesians - not far removed from cannabilism.

We then proceeded to the Guadalcanal area as part of the task force pro-
tecting the area. While there one of the stranger incidents occured. We had
a cook who was a little bit dingy, and one night while we were patreolling off
of Guadalcanal he jumped overboard and swam ashore - which is one of the more
stupid stunts that one can visualize. He was found by the Melanesians in the

* Lt.{jg) Robert G. Gibson, USN, was the Prestom's Gunnery Officer when the
ship was sunk off Guadalcanal on November 15, 1842. He resigned from active
duty as a Lieutenant Commander on September 1, 1953.
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sector controlled by the Japanese. They must have figured that the U.S. was
going to win eventually, because they took him through the Japanese lines and
turned him over to U.S. forces. He missed the night battle and the sinking
and eventually was sent to Tulagi on Florida Island. We found him there.
I've often wondered whatever became of him.

The Naval Battle of Guadalcanal (November 14-15, 1942):

Since I wrote the ship's action report for this battle based on interviews
with survivors and my own impressions, it is the best record of the event, so
1 won't refight this night battle. But here are some of my memories:

We had a search radar which had been installed a few months earlier, but
no fire-control radar. Everything was done by visual means. As a result, we
had to estimate ranges, and even though it was a bright night it was difficult
to get an accurate fire-control solution.

After the tremendous explosion in the aft part of the ship, it started to
roll over almost immediately. (I recently met an officer on the destroyer be-
hind us. He was amazed that I was alive since he thought there could be no
survivors.) I was in the gun director at the top of the ship. As the ship
rolled to starboard I got tangled up in the phone cords and was momentarily
trapped. I hurt my leg in the process, but didn't even know it. I stepped off
the director into the water. My first thought was to get as far away as possi-
ble because of the danger from exploding depth charges. We had been instructed
to lie on our backs with buttocks tensed to prevent water pressure from dam-
aging our intestines. Since lying on one's back and getting away fast were in-
compatible goals, I opted for swimming as hard as I could.

There was much confusion, and I managed to swim directly at the battleship
following us. It came out of the gloom looking like the Empire State Building
at 30 knots. I was dead ahead of her bow. Now I really swam, and got caught
in the bow wave and pushed clear. Someone on the ship had the presence of mind
to drop some life rafts which saved a lot of lives. We assembled one way or
another - I think we had whistles on our jackets. We put the injured in the
rafts and those of us in reasonably good shape hung on the sides or sat on the
edges to rest,

It was a long night. We could see gunfire to the north of us and what
appeared to be transport ships toward Guadalcanal. Sometime during the night
a submarine surfaced not far away. They turned on a searchlight and looked
around, but I guess that we were low enough in the water that they didn't see
us. We also were coated with fuel oil and were black on black.

As daylight approached we began to worry about sharks. A few small ones
approached the rafts but turned away before getting very close. It is probable
that the stench of the fuel oil drowned out any blood smells.

Nothing much happened and we were wondering if anyone knew we were missing
and alive. Several planes flew over and one circled us. It had a gun turret
and they kept the gun trained on us. I'm sure they couldn't tell whether we
were friend or foe. We waved vigorously, hoping that we acted like Americans.
They evidently were unsure since they flew away a few minutes later.

Finally, early in the afternocon we were picked up by the USS Meade. As we
came aboard our clothes were cut off, and we were washed down with diesel oil
and then hosed off to get rid of the heavy fuel oil. We ended up naked or
wearing a pair of shorts - but I still had my .45 pistol!

The Meade then went to General Quarters as Japanese aircraft approached.
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We survivors were sent to a below-deck compartment, and all the watertight
doors were closed. We could hear the guns training and firing and had to sit
there completely helpless. These were the worst moments of the whole experi-
ence.

To end on a lighter note. We were put ashore at Tulagi and issued some
clothing - and ate a lot of Spam. While there - small world department
again - some native Coast Watchers arrived in a canoe with a downed Marine
flyer - who turned out to be a friend of mine. They had rowed from islands
north of Guadalcanal and had crossed the open ocean between the islands -
traveling only at night.

Finally, I had a dandruff problem in those days. After being covered
with fuel oil and immersed in salt water, cleaned with diesel o0il and hosed
off with a fire hose, my dandruff was cured. It is not a recommended ap-
proach.







List of Officers, 15 November 19427

**xStormes, Max Clifford cdr. USN Command ing Officer
**Pesante, Juan Bautista Lt. Usw Execut ive Officer
**wWarden, John Marshall Lt{jg) USNR Engineering Officer
*Gibson, Robert Gordon Lt(jg) USN Gunnery Off icer
Darst, Gienn J. Lt(jg) USNR  Communicat ions OfFficer
*Woods, Wilder Wilson Lt{jg) USNR 1st Lieutenant

McDaniel, Leland Stanford, Jr. Lt(jg) USN Ass!t., Gunnery OfFficer

Marx, Theodore Francis Ensign USN Torpedo Officer
*Thornton, Mohns M, Ensign USNR Ass't, Engineering
Reed, Robert B8, Ensign USNR  Ass't., Enginesering
Stanley, H. C. Ensign USNR Ass't. Gunnery Officer
*McKee, Harold Stanley Ensign USN Ass't. 1st LT/Navigator
Sullivan, J. J. Ensign USNR  Ass't. Torpedo OFf icer
Reuter, F. L. Lt, USNR Med ical Officer
(MC)
*»Goldberg, Alvin J. ?;gig) USNR  Disbursing Officer

¥ K X X % & X X XK K K X X K K X

1 Source: The last |ist on file with the ship!’s deck logs at the Na-
tional Archives, for the period 1 October to 31 October 1942, Alf
officers rescued by the U.S.S. Meade (DD-602) or later reported as
casualties are included in this /ist, and the total of fifteen of-
ricers agrees with the number of officers accounted for in the ac-
tion report for the surface engagement on 15 November 1542,

** Killed (* Wounded) when the ship was sunk in the Naval Battle of
Guadalcanal on 15 November 19u2 according to a machine~generated
casualty report prepared by the Bureau of Naval! Personnel in 19k6,

E. A. ¥ilde, Jr.
November, 1536
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Muster Roll of the Crew, 15 November 1942

ADAMS, Burton Francis
ADKINS, Paul willard
**BAILEY, Hugh Thomas

BARKLEY, Charles wallace, Jr.

*BARNHART, Chester Arthur

BEASTON, Henry Lawrence
BERRY, Bert Ledbetter
BRAUER, Carrol! Edward
BRUSCQO, Robert Jul fus
BUERK, Martin, Jr.

**BURKETT, Dallor Frank, Jr.

BUSHNELL, Witlitam
*»*QUTLER, Cecil

BYERS, Wilfored Melvin

CADENHEAD, Sammie Lee

**CAIN, Paul Robert
CALHOUN, Charles Parker
CALLIS, James W.

*xCAMBONI, James Peter
CAMPBELL, Davis Wilson

CASINCAD, Francisco
“*CHESHIRE, Clarence Edgar
CHESLEY, James Melvin
**CHISHOLM, Edwin Julian
**CLAYTON, Edward Stewart

COLLIER, Larue
*¥#COMBS, Lewis Franklyn
COMBS, Thomas Bernard
*COOK, James Calvin
COOPER, Ray Edward

CROYLE, Melvin Ray
*CUDNER, Russell! Johnson
*CUMMINGS, Harry Arlo

CUSICK, William Joseph

»*CZUPRYNA, Matthew Norman

*%DALLARA, Wwilliam Andrew
*DARCY, Edward Joseph
DAUNA IS, Louis Philippe
DAVIS, James Arthur

**DE LAY, Ardean Earl

*%DEMOREST, Kenneth Eugene
DILLINGHAM, Leon LeRoy
DODGE, uvames Virgil
DRAPER, Delbert
ODUFOUR, O'Hern Vincent

207=04-74
291=10=-29
632=37 78
356=68~45
282m93-06

382-83-25
346=93-0y
258-21-73
654-13=-72
612-04~33

356-61-75
382+.91-22
604~35~98
620=48-35
356-59-37

291 ~84~33
407-22-22
356=-40-20
610-30-94
62H-58=62

120-80-30
266-19-35
660~19~28
295~-69-18
360-24~56

632-37-97
342-08-48
381 =-22-04
266~19-56
382-82~40

250-58-55
223~87-83
37 5~-89-58
2436204
238-68-73

223=89~17
400-52~01
201 -78-38
662~-31-78
316=63-36

385-91-92
382-80~22
346~86-35
368-59-50
274-53~-80

CEM
CFC
S2c
SZ2e
@M1 ¢

Fee
Flec
QM2e
S2c
S2e

TM3c
S2c¢c
S2c
S2c
Stce

S2e
AMI ¢
SOM3c
S2c
S2c¢

OFFfCk1c
Ste

F3c
EMZc
Ste

Sfe
MMt c
BM2c
FC3c
S2c¢c

GM2¢c
GMPce
Ste
SMt ¢
Filc

GM3c
TM3c
GM3c
F2c
F2c

Ste
Ste
AM3c
S2e
TM2c







USS Preston (0D-379); Muster Roll,
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**DUKE, Michael
EDWARDS, Owen Howard, Jr.
ELLIOT, George Noble
*ELLIS, Richard Earl
**ENGLAND, John Frankl in

*%FAZENDIN, vames William

FERRON, Joseph Francis Armand

FISHER, David Arthur
*%FL INT, Chester
**FOGG, Forest Denver

**FREERKSEN, Floyd Lyle
“FULLER, Joe Wiltiam
GALLAGHER, Duris James
*%GASTON, Orviile Eldon
**GETTLER, Edward

GILMORE, Thomas Attie
GODA, Michael Joseph
GUTHRIE, Foy Ellis
HAMAR, Lawrence A.
*%HANN [FF, Kenneth Earl

*HANSON, Louis August, Jr.
¥ *HARMAN, John Henry
**HARRIS, Henry Joe
**HARTER, Jens Wikum

*HARTNESS, Harold Harry

**HARVEY, John Clarence
**HASELL, Herbert
*%HEATH, Ben jamin Cook
HEBERT, Roger Albert
“*HEBERT, Warren Pierre

*%HERKER, Paul Clair
**HERMES, Edwin Christopher
*%MHILL, Samuel Arkush

HINTON, Harold Joyce
*%4IRT, Joseph

**H40GG, Earl! Robert
**HOLTSE, Frederick william
**HOWARD, Ira Milton
HUBBARD, Arthur George
*%HUDAK, Michael! John

**HUDLIN, Spincer Willie
HUDSPETH, Allen K.
MUGHES, Harry Gaston

**HUGHES, Wallace Leland

*¥HUNZEKER, Arthur Edward

11/15/42

2436235
356-22-59
662-64-66
256=34~78
262-60=70

342~15-98
201 ~47-57
356=-40~-02
287-27-07
274-53-72

620-23-37
2741447
274-81-99
393-45-58
618-47-04

271=-73-~10
223-63=-20
630-21-62
663-60-19
393-26~20

624-97~18
382~54~18
360-44-36
654=74=70
664~61 =31

386~16=59
262-44-07
234=34-32
212=49-54
644~-59=28

654~75-01

625-50~-96
642=-00~05
341-73=-06
368-39~37

655=00-45
393-56~59
654=-73-98
381 -03-71
243-52-19

356~20=-33
376=-37-03
E54=20=23
376~01=32
E54=99.21






** [GNAT IUS, Harry Anthony
JACKSON, George H.
*JENSEN, Frederick Arthur
*» /IMENEZ, Bernardo Leopold
** JOHNSON, Raymond Russell

JOHNSON, Saxon Lathey
**KEITH, Elmer
*KENT, Carl! Pennington
KING, Roy
K IRCHBERG, Edward Wwill iam

KLOPF, Gordon Jack
**KNOWLES, Deyon Frantz
**KRAFT, Lewis Elmer
**KUHN, Harvey Lee

LAMARAND, David Clair, Jr.

**LANGLEY, Archie Clinton

*%[ANGLEY, Loyd

*%LARSON, Arthur Earl

*%LlaRUE, Latham Lofton
LEE, Robert Carter

LEMMONS, George Warren
LILLY, "w", "7,
LINDELY, Myron Llewellyn
*x[ INEAR, Walter, Jr.
*%L [SAK, John Jul ius

* %L ONDON, James Robert
LONG, Paul C! ifford
**[OUCK, Kenneth Wwayne
*%{ OWE, Orison Theodore
**MAITRE, George Edward

**MARBURY, Allen Gaston
MARKUM, Marvin Lee
MARSH, Marshall L.

**MATHERLEY, Edward James
McCANN, Dewey Albert

McCHESNEY, James Malcolm
*McDONALD, Harvey Arthur
*McGUIRE, Glenn

**McMANN, Milton Lewis

*wMcWILLIAMS, Harold Scott, Jr.

MEADOWS, Dwayne Morris

MELTON, @M, mLn,

MICHALEK, Gerald Richard
*MICHALEK, LeRoy Alvin
**MICHELY, Fred Phillip, Jr.

USS Preston (DD=379); Muster Roll, 11/15/u2

409=14=-82
625=-50-85
700-08-03
670-76=85
680-30-12

356~59=41

347-06-75
360-38-97
376=-45-34
620=23=28

4OU=-96=-64
660~37 =42
654-73-36
316-63-37
300=23~70

644=57-78
644~57=77
341 -90-27
624-58-62
368=46=-97

393-48~-79
274=53=71
328=-71-39
296«05«03
3001348

640=31=15
386-01-17
300-13-57
634~06-57
311-92-14

Suli=l] =35
359-71-13
356.52-14
640-31-45
346-86-90

393~55-89
660~12=-92
664~17-21
386=00-46
258~-22-03

372-37-51
360=58=20
300~22-06
300~13-62
337 -34-97






**MODEN, Stanley Theodore
»*MOORE, Edwin Eugene
MOORE, Homer Estes
MOQRE, Esta Omer
MOORE, John Thomas

MORGAN, Hayden Hart, Jr.

MORGAN, James FPierpont

MOARRIS, Robert Edward
**MOSSHOLDER, Loyd walter
**MOUSER, Dwight Walter

*xMULLIGAN, Harold Arthur
*%MUMAN, Randall McCleland
MYERS, Floyde Devoun
NA INBY, Frank Goodwin
NEALIS, George Robert

NELSON, William Hugo
NELSON, Johnny Monroe
NEOKRATIS, Andrew
*NEWMAN, Francis Gilbert
NEWMAN, Joe Mat

NEWMAN, John Harvey
w“NEWSOME, Edward Ear!
**NOWAK, Robert Chester
**QSB0RNE, Charles Joseph

*OSTA, Mario

OSTA, William

PAGE, James Clifton
PARKER, Charles Elmer
PERKINS, Denval
PERKINS, Wilbur Russel!l

¥*¥PERSONS, Robert Gerald

*xPETERS, Charles, Jr.

*%PETERSON, Ernest Vernon
PETERSON, William Andrew

PETERSON, Willard Waldemar

*$PHILLIPS, Gifford Eugene
*%P fCARD, Melvin Peter
POTTER, Donald Gust
**PRICE, william Edward
**PROCTOR, William R.

PROKOP, John Charles
*%PUGH, Leonard "xn

**RANNELLS, Raymond Lawrence

REBMANN, Dale Sterl! ing
*REDDEN, Robert Eugene

USS Preston (DD-379); Muster Roll, 11/15/42
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376-02-48
287-38-52
295-17~58
654 -56~80
644-38-28

258-22-11

360-37-50
272-18-28
346-71-35
279=-56~34

316=-66=-64
620-22-31
279-55-98
403=75=98
405-10-76

296-11-55
356-77-83
300-13~36
356~27-01
644 ~40-62

628-07-15
265-83-03
403-57-05
342-25-90
600-05-09

600~05-13
375~98-53
664-18=-35
279=71=26
201 -22-61

618-39=71

296-02~76
380-95-50
283=-35-85
662~35-08

342=53~97
300-59-76
614=-03-36
311 -48=-43
Iu2-47-57

283-37-57
620~-06=-68
393=-32-98
620=-22~29
626~-02-53






**REED, Alvin Simms
*RHODES, Carlton
*RHODES, Robert Lee

**¥RICHMOND, Elmer Eugene

**RICHTER, Thomas Claude

**R[GGS, Forest Stephen
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Report Of Changes sheets through 11/10/42

were examined, and the muster roll for the quarter ending
9/30/42 was updated to reflect transfers, men received and

changes in rate

Wounded (** Killed) when the ship was sunk in the Naval Battle
ef Guadalcanal on November 15,
generated casualty report prepared by the Bureau of Naval Per-

sennel! in 1946,
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OFfFficer y 4 7 15
Enl isted 113 22 113 248
TOTALS 117 26 120 263
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A Recollection by Robert B. Reed

I reported on board the USS Prestom (DD379 ) on September 19, 1942. The
Preston was a two-stacker Mahan-class destroyer built at the Mare Island Navy
Yard, California, and commissioned in 1936. She was armed with a main battery
of four 5-inch/38 dual-purpose guns, twelve torpedo tubes, seven 20-mm Oerli-
kon antiaircraft guns and an array of depth charges for use against submarines

The captain was Commander Max C. Stormes, USN, U.S. Naval Academy class
of 1924; wvery competent, yet outgoing and personable. As you will see, it
was my good fortune that Captain Stormes was a "movie camera buff” and took
amateur movies of his children at home. I had purchased a Bell & Howell mag-
azine-loading lémm movie camera in San Francisco with several magazines of
film. The Captain informed me that cameras were illegal aboard Navy vessels,
but that he would see what he could do. He went over to see CINCPAC [Comman—
der in Chief, Pacific Fleet, Admiral Chester Nimitz) and came back with an
"Authorization to use personal camera for the convenience of the Navy," to-
gether with a large stack of film magazines. We spent many enjoyable hours
discussing photography. I would have my first opportunity to use my camera in
the coming battle of the Santa Cruz Islands.

Being a new Ensign, I caught a lot of flack and all of the undesirable
jobs they could lay on me. As an Engineering Officer trainee I started in the
firerooms. 1In training we rotated through all the engineering spaces so we
would know all the inner workings of the ship's propulsion and auxiliary sys-
tems. My battle station for General Quarters was the forward fireroom. I
hated the fireroom. You had to enter through an airlock since the firerooms
were kept under pressure, and this ran your eardrums through an obstacle course.

The Preston joined Task Force 16 on 4 October 1942 and after refueling
and provisioning sailed for the Solomon Islands on October 15th. TF 16 con-
gisted of the carrier ENTERPRISE ("The Big E"), the fast battleship South Dako-
ta, the heavy cruiser Portland, the antiaircraft cruiser San Juan and a des-
troyer screen consisting of the Porter (Flag), Mahan, Cushing, Preston, Smith,
Maury, Conyngham, and the Shaw. On Oct. 24 our Task Force rendezvoused with
the Hornet's TF 17, consisting of the heavy cruisers Northhampton and Pensaco-
la, the antiaircraft light cruisers Sam Diego and Jumeau and six destroyers:
Morris, Anderson, Hughes, Mustin, Russell and Barton. We had received reports
that an enemy force was in the vicinity, but the action didn't start until the
morning of 26 October. Although the combined task forces were designated TF 61,
they were separated by about 10 miles. TF 17 with the carrier Hornet was be-
tween us and the Japanese carrier force.

We went to general quarters an hour before daybreak. After daylight the
Captain relieved me of my fireroom duty, and I picked up my movie camera from
my stateroom and repaired to the bridge so that I could listen to the action
over the TBS radio channel. The Enterprise turned into the wind and launched
her planes at about 9:00 A.M. (local time). Around 10:00 A.M. the HBornet re—
ported that she was under attack by numerous dive bombers and torpedo planes.
Meanwhile we heard that the attack groups launched by the Hormet were working
over the Japanese fleet. We on the Prestom were sweating out the first attack
on our carrier, since we knew it must be imminent. We had a little excitement
when the Shaw reported sighting a submarine periscope. We heard that the
Hornet had been severely damaged and that her returning planes, most low on
fuel, were being diverted to the Enterprise. One of the planes ditched near

1 Excerpts, with very minor editing, from the "World War II" chapter of the
autobiography he wrote for his children in 1995.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
May, 1997
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us and we started over to pick up the pilot. Our Squadron Commander on
the Porter directed us to return to the screen and said that the Porter
would rescue the pilot. I was watching the rescue operation through my
glasses, and no sooner had she stopped dead in the water than a torpedo hit
her amidships. The explosion disabled her boilers and thus her prcpulsion
system. I did not hear whether the Shaw's submarine attack was successful
or not. (Many years later it was reported by the Japanese that they had no
submarines in this immediate area, and it is conjectured that it was a loose
torpedo with a damaged gyro running wild.)

While this was going on the first wave of Jap planes appeared overhead.
It seemed as if all hell broke loose as the whole "trigger-happy" fleet
opened up with everything they had. The air was instantly polka-dotted with
black puffs of exploding antiaircraft shells. We only had our 20-mm Oerlikons
and our 3-inch/38's, but they were going full blast. I wandered around the
deck taking movies of the action. The torpedo planes were commencing their
runs, and we were turning our fire power toward them when the range was clear
of other ships. This was a problem since all ships maneuver independently
when under attack, and the torpedo planes come in low, usually not over 50
feet. Dropping their torpedo from a higher altitude could damage the projec-—
tile when it struck the water. Thank heavens they were only interested in
the carrier and larger ships. Apparently their torpedoes were set to run
deep, somewhere around 30 feet, well below the average destroyer's keel
depth of about 13 feet. This doesn't mean it didn't have its hazards. A
damaged torpedo can be broaching or loping along the surface and be deadly
to a destroyer. The entire group was steaming at flank speed and maneuvering
with maximm rudder to avoid the bombs and torpedoes. It was a sight to see
the "Big E" making turns so tight that the flight deck locked steep enough
for her planes to slide off into the sea. The weather as I recall was a low
broken ceiling, and at the moment we were crossing the South Dakota's bow,
at perhaps 2,000 yards, a dive bomber came out of the clouds and dropped a
bomb on her number two 16-inch turret with a tremendous blast of black smoke.
I happened to be taking pictures at this instant and recorded the whole epi-
sode on film. As I recall, the bomber was shot down as it turned down her
starboard side. He had approached and dropped his bomb from the port side,

I saw several torpedoes apparently intended for the carrier running hot and
straight toward the Preston only to pass under our keel. However, I must say
it is very stressful to see that track of bubbles coming toward you straight
as an arrow at 30 knots! Fortunately, we were blissfully unaware of the
power of one of those Japanese "Long Lance" torpedoes. We later discovered
that they would cut a destroyer in two pieces like a giant cleaver.

As far as we could tell at that time the Porter had been torpedoed by a
submarine and was finally ordered abandoned and sunk. The flag and all per-
sonnel were transferred to another ship and the Shaw was ordered to torpedo
her. What followed caused an uproar that resounded all the way to Washington.
The Shaw fired several torpedoes at the Porter in an attempt to sink her, but
they all malfunctioned! It chilled us to think that we had 12 torpedoes and
most of them could be defective. You risk your life and your ship to get
within torpedo range and your torpedoes may be duds?! Food for thought.

The attack continued sporadically until about mid afterncon. We became
a little more relaxed when we realized that we were not the primary target.
We fired pretty continuously as long as we were able to acquire clear targets.
I watched many 20-mm guns wear out their barrels. The gunner's mate would
then remove the old barrel with his asbestos gloves, throw it overboard, and

P
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install a new one. We had rescued eight or ten "fly boys" by late afternoon.
Around 4:00 P.M. the OTC ordered TF16 to retire to the south toward New Caledo-
nia to lick its collective wounds. "The Big E" had taken three bombs but was
still operational. The Hormet had been so severely damaged that she had to be
sunk by shellfire. Like the Porter our torpedoes rattled off her hull to no
avail. A sad commentary on our readiness.

We proceeded south to Nouméa, New Caledonia, for reprovisioning and re-
pairs. The Japanese Fleet, unsure as to how much damage we had sustained, weas
reluctant to pursue us and retired to the northwest. We thought we were going
to have some time in port but it was short lived. I had intended to take my
film over to the public relations officer, but other duties kept me busy. 1In
general, the Naval campaign in the Solaomons was not going well at all. We had
lost more than we could afford of our most important ships. We had lost one of
the two carriers we had in the South Pacific as well as six cruisers, several
destroyers and merchantmen since the previous August. We had only one opera-
tional carrier in the South Pacific, and she was damaged. A precarious situa-
tion at best. Our forces could not seem to get out of their complacent, over-
confident, lethargic, peacetime mode. The Japanese had shown themselves to be
competent, opportunistic "sharpshooters," as witnessed by the wreckage left in
what was to be called "Iron Bottom Sound." My communication watch gave me a
chance to read the top secret traffic and some of it was alarming. Admiral
"Bull" Halsey was bent on keeping the Enterprise out of harm's way, well south
of Guadalcanal. In my estimation we would have lost Guadalcanal if we had not
managed to retain air superiority, meager though it was. The Navy and Marine
pilots based at Henderson Field on Guadalcanal were in the top echelon of the
heroes who made the Japanese pay for every foot of their progress. They did this
in spite of being half dead with malaria, dysentery, dengue fever and fatigue.
It was difficult to get enough sleep with the nightly forays of "Washing Machine
Charlie,” who would come cruising over the field during the late night hours and
drop a random bomb or two. He didn't do any real damage, but frequent trips to
the foxholes took their toll on the already weakened personnel. More than one
pilot presumed dead or missing-in-action came walking into camp two or three
days after he was shot down. The Florida Island natives had suffered severely
at the hands of the hated Japanese and helped whenever they could. They rescued
many downed pilots and returned them to Henderson Field whenever they had the
opportunity - sometimes even ferrying them across Sealark Channel at night in
their dugout cances.

Early in November communications traffic indicated that a large enemy task
force, consisting of battleships, cruisers and destroyers escorting many troop
transports, was approaching Guadalcanal from the northwest. It didn't take long
for Admiral Halsey to react. One night I was sitting in the mess hall watching
a Merle Oberon movie when a radioman came down from the communication watch and
whispered that we had just received orders to standby to get under way. We had
been replenishing our ammunition and had been flying "Baker" all morning.

(Baker is a solid red flag flown from the yardarm, indicating to all hands that
the smoking lamp is out, and notifying surrounding ships that we were loading
explosives.) The ship had been refueled and provisioned, and we were ready for
assignment. It was easy to see that the officers were rather apprehensive about
our prospects for action with the exception of our Executive Officer, Li. Juan
Pesante, USN. He seemed quite unperturbed by the possibility of more action.

About mid-afterncon on November 8th we stood cut of the harbor at Nouméa,
New Caledonia, and formed up with Task Force TARE. We were in company with two
cruisers with several transports and destroyers. We proceeded northwest toward
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Guadalcanal. We and another destroyer were detached to escort the fast mine—
sweeper Southard to Aola Bay on the north coast of Guadalcanal to land the

2nd Marines behind enemy lines. While the Marines were debarking the Preston
stood by to provide antiaircraft protection in the event of an air attack.

I was on the fantail with several other officers watching the operations when
we noticed a strange cloud formation approaching over the island from the west.
It slowly formed a giant "V" with the sun at the bottom where the sides joined.
It wes so pronounced that several of us wondered if it was a supernatural omen
of victory? I pondered its significance in the dark days ahead.

On November 10th we were detached from Task Force TARE and assigned to
Task Force KING. This was the battleship attack force, under the command of
Rear Admiral Willis A. ILee, Jr., USN. The situation was getting pretty tense.
Our forces were planning to unload several transports of troops and supplies
at Henderson Field and were expecting heavy air attacks and possibly an attack
by naval bombardment force. Meanwhile, Rear Admiral Callaghan's cruiser and
destroyer force from our base at Espiritu Santo was in position north of Gua-
dalcanal to intercept any Japanese attempt at night shore bombardment of the
landing area during the night of November 13-14, 1942. History records no
other naval battle as fierce and destructive as the surface engagement of this
night. It has been described as "a barroom brawl with the lights shot out."
Although our fleet had SG surface-search radar, and a few ships had fire-control
radar, the outcome of the battle suggested that we did not use it effectively.
On the other hand, Japanese logs indicate their lookouts with high power glasses
detected our fleet visually before we spotted them with radar. This leads to
many unanswered questions. The Japanese fleet was mainly west of Savo Island,
and our's was east of Savo between Guadalcanal and Florida Island to the north.
The fleets proceeded to close until they literally merged, although both sides
had previously detected the other. The result was an unbelievable melee of
friend and foe trying to identify and attack their enemy, each side sometimes
firing on their own ships. The Japanese seemed to be more adept at night bat-
tles than we were. At around 7,000 yards a Jap destroyer would flick on his
searchlight to illuminate his target, and the other ships that could bring
their guns and torpedoes to bear would pour out furious and intensive fire of
all calibers on the hapless vessel until someone shot out the searchlight.
Thereafter the target usually provided sufficient illumination from its own
fires and explosions to continue to draw enemy fire.

On November 14th we were in company with the battlewagons South Dakota
and Washington and the destroyers Benham, Walke and Gwin as we rigged for bat-
tle. In the afternoon we formed a column consisting of the Walke and the Ben—
ham first section, and the Preston and the Gwin second section at 300-yard
intervals followed by the Washington and South Dakota at 5,000-yard intervals.
Since there were transport ships as well as heavies reported in the Japanese
attack group, the general consensus was that it was a resupply and bombard-
ment mission focused somewhere around Cape Esperance for troop landing and
resupply, with the bombardment force continuing on to within shelling distance
of the airfield.

As it was getting dark the ship prepared to go to General Quarters. Things
were quiet but there was a strange tension in the air. Captain Stormes seemed
more solemn and concerned that usual. I was sitting in the wardroom having
ry “umpteenth" cup of coffee when Ensign Goldberg, our supply officer, came
in and joined me. His face was flushed and he was visibly upset. "I have a
feeling we're going to get frapped tonight," he said quietly. I replied "I
don't know what to expect," thinking of my battle station in the forward
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fireroom. Down there all you can do is say your prayers, stoke the furnaces to
capacity and hope for the best.

The night had some low-hanging clouds and it was rather dark. You coculd
make out a person standing near you, but you might not recognize him. Everycne
looks the same in a helmet and a kapok lifejacket in the dim light. With over-
whelming dread I was preparing to enter my "black hole," the airlock, and descend
to the fireroom when the Captain called down from the wing of the bridge, "Ensign
Reed, why don't you stay on deck with the forward repair party and see if you can
get some pictures of the action. This one is a big one!" I said the most fer-
vent "aye aye, sir" I had ever uttered in my life. I retrieved my camera and
tock up my new battle station amidships, between the stacks. This was under the
quad torpedo mount which stood about 10 feet above the main deck on the center-
line. In this position I could move from port to starboard and back with no im-
pediments among the forward repair party. I could hear the TBS radio circuit
blaring cn the bridge but couldn't make out the words. I did hear Admiral Lee
give the order, "Commence firing!" Looking aft along the starboard side, I could
see the Washington's main bhattery trained out to starboard. At 5,000 yards I
could still feel the concussion of her first salvo. What a sight! I could see
the red tracers on all nine of the 16-inch shells, grouped together for all the
world like a flight of airplanes. On the up trajectory the salvo disappeared into
the low-hanging clouds, and an instant later I could see them emerging from the
clouds on the down side of the trajectory. They hit their target some 9 miles
away with devastating results, thanks to our new firé-control radar. The target
burned and exploded sporadically all night. About this time the Gwin fired a
spread of starshells in the direction of the enemy ships hugging the southwest
coast of Savo Island. In the light provided by the parachute flares of the star-
shells I could see Savo and flashes of gqunfire along the coast. I couldn't make
out individual ships, but I could see streaks of tracers headed in our direction.
By now the Prestomn had acquired her first target and had commenced firing the
5-inchers in the direction of the attackers. Neither cur 20-mm's nor our torpe-
does were within range. We had ancther great disadvantage in this kind of a night
battle, We did not have flashiess powder this early in the war, as the Japs did.
So, as we opened fire we betrayed our position by the flashes that lit up the area
around the ship and gave the enemy a good point of aim. Fear was rippling through
the repair party, and personally, I felt the paralysis of fear engulfing me. Our
group had no duties except to stand by until damage was sustained. This is much
worse than being busy decing something you believe to be useful. You have too
much time to think. Suddenly the Japanese cruiser Nagara got our range with her
5.5" guns, and her first salvo hit the firerooms. I felt the shock and the ship
quivered and started slowing with the loss of steam pressure tc the turbines.
Steam, firebrick and debris came pouring cut the stacks. We had been cruising at
23 knots, but now we were coasting to a stop. For some reascn I turned to look
aft, and at that instant I remember seeing an enormous yellow flash and then noth-
ing. How long I was unconscious from the concussion I cannot tell, however it
couldn't have been long. When I came to I was lying on the deck a little to port
of the centerlined torpedo mount. The enlisted talker next to me was down and
motionless. I never knew whether he survived or not. I looked aft and the No. 2
stack was tilted backward and seemed to be leaning on the searchlight platform.
What alarmed me most was two of the torpedo warheads had been ripped open and
were rolling around on the deck with the exposed TNT on fire. The thought of that
fire reaching the detonators was a chilling proposition. Canned goods, potatoes,
cabbage and all manner of food provisions were falling straight down cut of the
sky, having been propelled upward by the explosion of the after magazines. They
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pounded my steel helmet and shoulders as I ran for the ladder to the bridge
on the port side. As I reached the first level, the same level as the #2 gun,
I encountered a seaman who I later surmised was cne of the gun crew. He was
screaming that he had been hit. I tried to quiet him and get him tc lie down
until I could get the doctor. At that time T had no idea how badly we were
damaged. I raced up the remaining ladder to the starboard wing of the bridge,
intending to report to the Captain and receive orders. There wasn't a soul on
the bridge. The Captain had already ordered “"Abandon ship." My quandary lasted
I would guess less than a minute as the ship slowly capsized to starboard. My
questions were all answered by circumstance. I climbed down through the rig-
ging and dropped into the warm tropical water of Iron Bottom Sound.

The next concern I had was the depth charges. Having killed fish in
White Oak Creek with the shock of a rifle bullet, I had the notion that if the
Preston's depth charges exploded it would be like "shooting fish in a barreln
and would kill all the survivors in the vicinity. But Captain Stormes, God
rest him, had sent the Chief Torpedoman aft when we went to general quarters
and had him pull the booster charges out of our depth charges, set them on safe
and throw them overboard. They were now as safe as if they were filled with
sawdust. However, I didn't know this when I abandoned ghip so I swam away
toward Save as fast as I could, supposing that it was not occupied by the ene-
my. At perhaps a couple of hundred yards I stopped and turned to lock at the .
ship. By this time the bow was sticking straight up out of the water and was
silhouetted against the night sky. While I watched there was a soft "pop,"
and she slid silently under the waves, gone forever.

Then, looming out of the darkness as big as a mountain came the battleship
South Dakota heading straight toward me. For some reason I was not greatly
disturbed at the time. It seems that at times 1ike this we traverse the entire
length of our emctional spectrum so there is no response left. We do whatever
we can autamatically without thought. I paddled back toward the Preston, about
10 or 15 feet out of her path. As she passed I was caught up in the giant bow
wave created by her high speed and was carried clear of the suction of her
screws. 1 learned later that we apparently lost several men including Captain
Stormes to the South Dakota. They had been seen in the water prior to the
time she came through the survivors but were never seen again. The Washington,
on the other hand, had discreetly come left to port to clear the foundering
destroyers and leave them on her starboard side. She had then resumed course,
continuing the battle with her secondary batteries as she passed the burning
ships on their port side well clear of the survivors.

It is interesting to note that the subseguent action report by the Preston's
senior surviving officer, Lt.(jg) Woods, indicated that navail gunfire was wit-
nessed on the port side of the ship and that the Prestom was hit by a salvo on
the port side. I personally saw flashes from the port side which I assumed
was another enemy ship holding us in a crossfire. However, after studying
the Washington's action report I now believe that this gunfire came from her
secondary 5-inch batteries firing over us as she passed the destroyer column
to her starboard. For the remainder of the engagement the Washingtom found
no enemy vessels in this sector, lending credence to my theory.

There were conjectures that the Preston had been torpedoed, but from my
later investigations I believe this to be the scenaric of what really happened.
Upon acquiring a target visually under the Gwin's starshells the Preston opened
fire with her main battery. Using the flash of our guns as an aiming point,
the enemy ship (later determined as probably the Japanese light cruiser Nagara)
commenced firing at us. In the flash from our guns I could sees geysers of water
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on both sides of the ship as she straddled us. Moments later she was on target.
When she hit our firerooms the ship started slowing as she lost headway. The
Nagara continued firing, and the ship's forward motion brought the after deck-
house and magazines in line of fire. The magazines exploded with the devastating
effects witnessed by the surrounding ships. Massive holes were ripped in the
deck and adjoining structures. Undoubtedly it violated the watertight integrity
of every compartment aft of the #2 stack. I believe this accounts for the loose
and ruptured torpedo warheads rolling around under the mounts. The top deck of
the after deckhouse was the storage area for the ship's fresh and canned provi-
sions as well as Secondary Conn., When I regained consciousness after the explo-
sion it was raining cans of condensed milk, potatoes, cabbage and other wvegetables
straight down ocut of the sky, implying an explosion under the deckhouse. Other
shells hit aft, killing the gun crews and exposed personnel.

Lt.(jg) Woods, who was in charge of the after repair party, told me this
story while he was in the hospital in Tulagi a few days later. He was standing
near the port side of the after deckhouse when the explosion occurred. The sud-
den upward movement of the deck injured the joints in his ankles, knees, and hips,
but he managed to get to the rail so that he could abandon ship. He reported a
large hole in the deck with a beam across to the scuppers. In trying to cross on
the beam he lost his balance and fell into the engine room. Burned and further
incapacitated by escaping steam he abandoned hope. He told me, "I gave up and
knew I was a goner -~ so I decided to get it over with by taking a deep breath of
saltwater. I took a deep breath and it was air! To my amazement the incoming
rush of water as the ship settled had floated me up through the same hole in the
deck!" Scme of the men in the water took him in tow and put him in the life raft
dropped by the South Dakota as she plowed through the other survivors.

After the South Dakota left us behind our battleships continued to engage
the enemy in a running battle. The Washington fired her main battery of 16-inch-
ers at the Japanese battleship Kirishima. Each 9-round salvo hurled over 10 tons
of armor-piercing steel and explosives at the enemy vessel. The target was scon
steaming in circles with her steering machinery damaged, many fires and severe
internal damage. She sank later in the early morning hours of November 15th.

The South Dakota had a run of bad luck. She was plagued by several electrical
failures at critical times during the battle, and in one period when she had no
surface-search radar she strayed into searchlight range of the enemy and tock a
heavy shelling of large caliber shells into her superstructure with a substantial
loss of life. The Washington, though she had many close calls from torpedoes,
sustained no damage at all.

The Japanese retired back northwest toward their base at Rabaul, New Britain
Island, and we were credited with winning the battle. It is sad to relate that
during the battle the Japanese used their torpedoes effectively, while our torpe-
does were toc underpowered and short of range to be useful at all. Admiral Lee
was celebrated for this victory and his very effective use of radar. 1In addition
to the warships lost by the Japanese, their transports with reinforcements of men
and supplies for the suffering Japanese troops fell upon evil days. OCnly two of
the eleven that left Rabaul made it to Cape Esperance as the result of our sur-
face and persistent air attacks. One was the Yamazuki Maru, and the other was
the Kinugawa Maru. They were beached at full speed early on the morning of the
15th. They passed me while I was floating in the water at about 200 yards. I
could see troops frantically running up and down the decks in preparation for the
landing. They appeared to be in full battle gear. No one paid any attention to
me - I was just another survivor fleoating around and represented no threat. Those
ships are still there today, two rusted-out hulks partially carried away by sal-
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vagers and souvenir hunters. But wait, I'm getting ahead of my story.

As soon as the excitement of the South Dakota's romp through ocur survi-
vors died down I commenced swimming slowly but resolutely toward the distant
shadow of Savo Island. I entertained the illusion that it wasn't very far ang
that I could make it by morning. Thank God I didn't reach it, for it was craw-
ling with Japs! I was alone and still wearing my helmet, and I had my Colt .45
automatic strapped to my waist. My clothes were the usual officer khaki pants
and shirt and low-cut shoes. Somehow I felt better wearing shoes and sox.

When the day dawned bright and clear it brought some new fears. At night
I couldn't have seen a shark, but now I could see about 100 feet down into the
crystal-clear vater. I forced myself to lock down once in a while, and you
can imagine my relief when I didn't see what I was expecting. I formulated a
plan in case I saw a shark. T would pull out my .45 Colt, shake out the weter,
and fire it toward the shark from about a foot above the water, hoping the
shock wave would scare him off. Thankfully, I never had to try it. Apparently
the shock of all the heavy explosions of the night battle had cleared them out
of the immediate area. The Savo Island area was known to be heavily infested
vith sharks since it was traditional for generations of Islanders to set their
dead adrift for the sharks.

In the late morning a couple of cruiser float planes entered the area to
assist with the rescue, and a little after noon the destroyer Meade (DD602) came
over from Tulagi on the rescue mission. But first they had to try their hand at
the "sitting ducks." They shelled the two transports for about 45 minutes be-
fore they decided they had had enough fun. The Meade then lowered two boats
which went around methodically picking up the most seriously wounded and taking
them back to the ship. The float planes gathered three or four people at z time
by having them hang on to their float struts and then taxiing close to the
boats where they were let go. Somehow I had drifted mach further out than most
Of the survivors, and I was getting concerned that they might miss me. I believe
a Douglas SBD spotted me and radioed my position to the boats, for I saw one of
the boats turn and head in my direction and keep coming until they saw me. I
was very low in the water by this time. The kapok jackets finally got water—
soaked. I probably would have lasted another 3 or 4 hours at most. I waved
frantically, and at last I heard someocne yell, "There's one." What lovely words!
It took two seamen to drag me into the boat. I was sO stiff and waterlogged
that I couldn't stand or walk without help. But thank God there was something
solid underneath me at last. T was more fortunate than most because I had in-
advertently stayed out of the fuel oil which covered much of the area. Some of
the men got fuel oil and saltwater in their eyes, causing excruciating pain.

I was fortunate in that my major discomfort was sunburn on my face. The action
of the direct sun coupled with the reflected sunlight off the water made a
vicious combination. Occasionally, the salt water would lap at my face, re-
moving skin oils and making it even more susceptible to burning. By the time

I was rescued my cheeks were bleeding. However, this was nothing when com-
pared with the misfortunes of other survivors. :

The Meade was taking survivors aboard as fast as her boats could deliver
them. I was carried on bhoard, taken to the fantail and stripped down to my skiv—
vies. There were piles of oil-soaked clothing everywhere. We had another scare
when a Zero came over Cape Esperance at low level and strafed us. There were
some casualties. I was carried forward in my shorts wearing only my .45 auto-
matic. As I entered the wardroom am appalling sight greeted my eyes. Around
the bulkheads in a sitting position sat the seriocusly injured. Corpsmen were
frantically administering morphine from little throw-away dispensers to whosver
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moaned. Two doctors were working frantically over two men on the wardroom dining
table with corpsmen standing by as stands for plasma bottles. The general scene
looked like a slaughter house. The steel deck was covered with blood and slick
enough that occasionally someone would slip and fall. The grisly sight of bones
projecting from campound fractures, skulls lacerated and bleeding over the per-
son's face making them unrecognizable and broken and twisted legs left me humbly
grateful that I had been delivered from such a fate.

After a quick once-over that revealed no apparent injuries I was unceremo-
niously dumped into the first available bunk in officer's country. No sleep here.
The shock of the wardroom carnage and the prospect of another Zero attack left me
wide eyed with nerves as taut as fiddle strings.

Late that aftermoon the Meade entered Tulagi's harbor and tied up. By this
time I was able to walk without help. The Marines who had taken and occupied
Tulagi came swarming around eager to help in anyway they could. They were grate-
ful that the Navy had saved them from taking another pounding from the Jap bom-
bardment force. A Marine Captain took me in tow and delivered me to the Marine
Quartermaster to outfit. Now this quartermaster was a clown. He would ask you
what you wanted, but before you could get words out of your mouth he would inter-
rupt with a "We ain't gottim." He asked me what size shoe I wore, and before I
could answer - "Twelves, that's all we got," he said with a grin (I wear an 8%).
Big shoes do have one advantage; you can carry an extra pair of socks in the toes.
The Captain was in charge of White Beach Barrage Balloon #9, and he and his offi-
cers were kind enough to find a bunk for me in their tent. At this time I hadn't
begun to experience the effect of the shock and exposure that was to follow. By
the next day I started having breathing difficulties and checked in at the medical
facility. I had some relief from my breathing difficulties, but sleeping became
so difficult that I dreaded to see nightfall.

Tulagi (code name "Ringbolt") is a beautiful little island off the southwest
coast of Florida Island. It is approximately 2 miles long and about % mile wide.
It lies about 22 miles, slightly northeast, across Iron Bottom Sound from Lunga
Point on Guadalcanal.It is said to be one of the best natural harbors in the
world. TIts Japanese garrison had been attacked the same day as the initial land-
ing on Guadalcanal. After they had cleared away the main resistance they still
had problems with snipers. At night they would come out of the caves where they
had been hiding and climb to the top of coconut trees. Then they would patiently
walt, out of sight in the foliage, until daybreak when they would try to get an
officer in their sights. Platoon leaders and squad leaders were their favorite
targets. One captain told me that 2nd ILts. were referred to as "the vanishing
Americans." They countered by removing all their officer insignia and uniforms
and wearing regular enlisted uniforms.

‘The Captain told me one interesting story about a tough old Marine Sergeant
and his men treeing a sniper one night. They couldn't shoot because the gun flash
would give away their position. The sniper, who spoke perfect English, began
talking to them from his perch somewhere up there in the dark. "You Americans
will never get me. I'm smarter and better educated than any of you. I have a
degree from the University of Washington."” The old Sarge told him, "You might
have gone to the University of Washington, but you are going to hell in the morn-
ing.” With the first light the Marines started methodically machine-gqunning the
top of all the palms in their vicinity until he fell out of his hiding place.

The most disagreeable situation I found on Tulagi was the drinking water.

I surmised that General Vandergrift had become tired of having so many men out of
action from bouts of malaria because they wouldn't take their Atabrine (a qui-
nine substitute to prevent malaria, which was indigenous to this area). #His
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solution to the problem was to lace the drinking water with this foul-tasting
medicine. So all day long you couldn't get away from its unpleasantness; from
brushing your teeth, your morning coffee, breakfast eggs (a mixture of pow-
dered eggs and water), koolade and whatever else used water. The tropical
climate required us to drink a lot of water, so General Vandergrift had us
trapped. At that time it was hard to appreciate that it was for our own

good, and he probably got "cussed" as much as the Japanese for his drinking
water.

One day my Marine Captain friend decided that it was a propitious time to
celebrate our naval victory by breaking out a pint of bourbon he had hidden in
his duffle bag. We didn't intend to ruin the last drop of decent whiskey on
the island by mixing it with that damed water. The best we could come up
with was canned grapefruit juice, warm at that. After the first couple of
drinks it wasn't all that bad. A couple of hours later he was taking me down
to the beach to let me fire the 20-mm machine guns under his command. Fortu-
nately for us we ran into one of his buddies returning from the movies who
talked him out of it. If we had fired those guns the whole island would have
gone to "Condition Red," the Marines would have headed for their battle sta-
tions, the torpedo boat squadron stationed in a nearby cove would have come
roaring out looking for the enemy . We would have been court-martialed, and
I would probably still be in the brig!

My breathing difficulties increased to the point that they decided to evac-
uate me to our advance base at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides, on the first avail-
able ship. This turned out to be the USS Ballard (AVD-10), a WWl "four-stacker"
destroyer converted to a seaplane tender. While en route we received a radio
message to look for the survivors of the light antiaircraft cruiser Jumeam,
severely damaged in the night surface action of November 12-13 in Iron Bottom
Sound. Later, she took a torpedo from a Jap submarine east of San Cristobal
Island and sank with few survivors. After searching for about a half day one
of the lookouts spotted something on the horizon. It turned out to be one man
on the rim of a balsa wood life raft with a net bottom. As we approached we
could see twelve or fifteen sharks swimming lazily around the raft, apparently
waiting for their next meal. We lowered a boat and rescued the man. His name
was Allen Heyn. After he got over his delirium and became rational he told a
grim story. The sharks had picked them off one at a time until he and a good
friend were the only ones left. Heyn said that he held on to his friend as
long as he could until his legs dangled in the water. The sharks then ate
away his legs and finally dragged him off the raft and devoured him.

Heyn was a big strapping specimen who loocked like a weight lifter. I re-
member that he had a broad face and a wide gap between his two front teeth
and a head of jet-black hair. The sharks had taken a big bite out of his
left buttock about the size of ones hand. I remember visiting him in sick
bay where he would sit up in bed yelling for more water while sitting on his
injured buttock. The loss of the Juneau and most of her crew of 700 was orne
of the great tragedies of the war.

We arrived at Espiritu Santo without further incident, and I was trans-
ferred to the hospital ship Solace. The Solace dropped me off at an Army hospi-
tal at Suva in the Fiji Islands. I spent about a month there before boarding
the transport Mt. Vernon for my return to the States (Mare Island Hospital,
Vallejo, California). Three months later I returned to active duty, helping to
commission the USS Hopewell (DD681), and two more years of the Pacific War.
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The monument overlooking Purvis Bay, an inlet in Florida Island, about twenty miles northeast of
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal! jin the Solomon Islands. Dedicated on April 30, 19k4, this bronze
plaque reads: "In memory of the officers and men of the United States Navy and All ied Navies who
gave their lives = = Iron Bottom Bay - - 1942-43 - - Dedicated by Members of the Iron Bottom Bay
Club = - Port Purvis, Solomons I[slands - - 20 March 1944,7 U,S, Navy ships lost In the vicinity
include seven cruisers and rifteen destroyers, (Oofricial U.S. Navy photograph taken in 1945,)
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PLAQUE DEDICATED TO OFFICERS AND MEN LOST IN ““IRON BOTTOM
BAY"

a bronze plague, the first and only battle memorial so far
erscted in the Solomons Islands, was dedicated April 30, 1944, to the
officers and men of the United States and Allied Navies who died
in the fierce battles in “Iron Bottom Bay.''

The plague was unveiled on a small palm-studded hill overlooking
Furvis Pay, inlet in Florida Island, British Solomons Islands. On the hill
now stands the Iron Bottom Bay Club, an officers’ recreation center built
by the Seabees, In the bay below,approximataly a half million tons of
ships of the U.S. Navy, and of the enemy lle on the bottom. It was there
that such noble men of war as the cruisers ASTORIA, VINCENNES
and CHICAGO were sunk in battle. About 270,000 tons of Jap ships sank

there.

The Reverend James Edwards, representing the Anglican Bishop
of Melanesia, unveiled the memorial before a gathering of Naval officars
and enlisted men on the hill,s te of the original episcopal residence
of the Bishop of Melanesia, which was dismantled by the Japs. The
land is owned by the Church of Fngland. A Protestant and a Catholic
chaplain of the fleet gave the invocation and benediction.

Rear Admiral Robert W. Hayler, U.S.N., of 800 East Washington
Street, Muncie, Indiana, who participated in the last sea action fought
in Iron Bottom Bay ~-- the Battle of Tassafaronga, November 30, 1942 --
spoice briefly. He paid tribute to ‘‘all those members of the Alljed land,
air and sea forces who in the beginning fought against such fearful
odds and in every case accomplished what they set out to do.”

““Our enemy overran Tulagi early in April, 1942"’ Rear Admiral
Hayler began. ‘‘On May 4, just two years ago, one of our carrier task
forces struck Tulagi and sent to the bottom some four ships -- thus starting
a series of actions which resulted literally in paving th= bottomn of the

sez in this vicinity with ships.

“‘On July fourth of the same year, the Japanese landed in considerable
strength on Guadalcanal and a little more than a month later, on August 7th,
our troops landed here and at Guadalcanal. I was many months thereafter
before we had forces and equipment really adequate for the tasks assigned us.

“Tt is altogether fitting,”’ Rear Admiral Hayler continued, ‘‘that
this tabiet be erected in the Purvis Bay Area, because it was on this
side where our troops first landed and where we suffsred our greatest

1}
lesses,
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Addressing Reverend Mr. Edwards, Rear Admiral Hayler

sz.d:

““vov and your associates will have no difficulty in rem :mbering
those early days. And since your work will centinue long after ours
is done, we give this memorial into your keeping. In so doing we
imow thet it will remain a lasting tribute to those for whom it is
dedicoted, and a source of inspiration and courage for those who come

hereafter.’’

Reverend Mr. Edwards said in reply that he was proud
to accept in the name of his Bishop the *‘sacred duty of caring for the
shrine. It will be cared for with respect love and dignity. God
grant that we may always be Inspired by their 9eeds’’

The plaque carries this inscription: “In memory of the
officers and men of the United States Navy and Allled Navies who
gave their lives -- Iron Bottom Bay -- 1942-43 -- Dedicated by
Mzmbers of the Iron Bottom Bay Club -- Port Purvis,Solomons

Islands -- 50 March 1944"’,

United States ships that went down In the Iron Bottom Bay
and vicinity were: ASTORIA, QUINCY, VINCENNES, ATLANTA,
JUNEAU, NCQRTHHAMPTON and CHICAGO,c.ruisers; JARVIS,
USS BLUE, DUNCAN, BARTON, CUSHING, LAFFEY, MONSSEN,
PRESTON, WALKE, BENHAM, DEHAVEN, and AARON WARD,
all destroyers; the destroyer transports COLHOUN, GREGORY,
LITTLE, the tanker KANAWHA; the transport JOHN PENN; fleet
tug SEMINOLE: two cargo ships and four PT boats, The
Asustralian cruiser CANBERRA also was lost there.

- Japanese ships sunk in the area include two battleshlps,
three cruisers, eleven destroyers, eight transports and seven

" other auxiliaries.

Captzin Andrew G. Shepard, U.S.N,, 235 Cobbs Hill Drive,
Rochester, New York, first president of the Club, composed the
words on the plague. Frank Czajkowski, Quartermaster, Second Class, USNR,

of 20 Milton Avenue, Amsterdam, New York, designed the lettering.
A fleet tender made the plaque. ‘

The Club was an outgrowth of several small and Inadequate
officers’ recreation centers-- the Club Dss Slot, the APD Beach
and the PT basea recreation center -- to which officers came between
battles of the Solomons. Rear Admiral A. Staunton Merrill, U.S.N.,
of Natchez, Mississippi, formerly a Task Force Commander in the
South Pacific, is credited with the initiative in the movement to build
the club. He since has been ordered to Washington as Director
of the Navy’'s Office of Public Relations. Captain Grayson B. Carter,
U.S.N., El Cordova Hotel, Coronzco, California, is currently prasident

of the Club, and was present at the unveiling.



"For us who were there, or whose friends were there, Guadalcanal
is not a name but an emotion, recalling desperate rights in the
air, furious night naval battles, frantic work at supply or con-
struction, savage fighting in the sodden jungle, nights broken
by screaming bombs and deafening explosions of naval shells.”

= Commander James C. Shaw, the major contributor to Volume V of
Samue! Eljot Morison's History of United States Naval Qpera-
tions in World war 11; The Struggle for Guadalcanal (Boston:

Little, Brown & Co., 1549). Rear Admiral Shaw, USN (Ret.)
died on December 4, 71988.

Editor's Note: Rear Admiral Shaw's widow, £/ izabeth R, P. Shaw, has gracious-
ly shared with me the letters her First husband, Commander van Q. Perkins,
USN, wrote in 1944 refating how he arranged the dedication ceremony for this
monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island. The intent was "to make this a per=
manent part of America,” in recognition of the hard fighting and great per-
sonal sacrifices which characterized the Guadalcanal Campaign. Commander
Perkins was killed in action aboard the U.S.S. Birmingham (CL-62) on October
€4, 1944, during the invasion of the Philippines.

E, Andrew Wilde, Jr,

March, 1995







The Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Istand,
Solomon Islands, as it looked in August, 19593.
(Ded icated on April 30, 194lL)

9 50 8 Pt ST TUPORORS PR -+ .. -~
Photograph courtesy of Joseph G, Micek, AUS treasurer of
the Guadalcanal Solomon Islands Wwar Memorral Foundat ion.
Mr. Micek reports that the Officerl!s Club at the top of
the small hill no longer stands, but that the area imme-
diately around the monument is fairly well kept up. (EAW)
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U.S. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
SUNK DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

- HORNET, WASP

HEAVY CRUISERS
ASTORIA, CHICAGO, NORTHAMPTON, QUINCY,

VINCENNES, CANBERRA (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY)

LIGHT CRUISERS
ATLARTA, JUNEAU

DESTROYERS
BARTON, BENHAM, BLUE, CUSHING,
DE HAVEN, DUNCAN, JARVIS, LAFFEY,
MEREDITH, MONSSEN, O'BRIEN,
PORTER, PRESTON, WALKE

HOTOR TORPEDO BOATS
PT-37, PT-43, PT-44, PT-111,
PT-112, PT=-123

TRANSPORTS
COLHOUN, GEORGE F. ELLIOTT,

GREGORY, LITTLE

FLEET TUG SEMINCLE
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U.5. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
DAMAGED DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
7 AUGUST 1942 - S FEBRUARY 1943

BATTLESHIPS
NORTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKQTA

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA

HEAVY CRUISERS

CHESTER, KINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS,
PENSACOLA, PORTLAND,
SALT LAKE CITY, SAN FRANCISCO

LIGHT CRUISERS
BOISE, HELENA, SAN JUAN,
ACHILLES ({ROYAL KEW ZEALAND NAVY)

DESTROYERS

AARON WARD, BUCHANAN, FARENHOLT,
GWIN, HUGHES, LA VALETTE, MAHAN,
KUGFORD, Q'BANNON, PATTERSON,
RALPH TALBOT, SKITH, STERETT

DESTROYER _MINESWEEPER ZANE

CORVETTE
KIWI (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY}

MOTOR_TORPEDO BOAT PT-59

TRANSPORTS
BARNETT, ZEILIN

CARGO_SHIPS
ALCHIBA, ALHENA

SEAPLANE TENDER MC FARLAND
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THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN

FROM THE INRITIAL LANDINGS ON 7 AUGUST 1942 TO THE
JAPANESE EVACUATION OF GUADALCANAL IN FEBRUARY 1543,
THE U.S. AND THE JAPANESE NAVIES WERE ENGAGED IN SEVEN
SPECIFIC RAVAL BATTLES. 1IN ADDITION, THROUGHOUT THE
CAMPAIGN, NUMEROUS SMALLER NAVAL ACTIONS TOOK PLACE
INVOLVING CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, NAVAL AIRCRAFT, MOTOR
TORPEDO BOATS AND SUBMARINES IN WHICH PLANES AND SHIPS
OF BOTH SIDES WERE DAMAGED OR SUNK. 50 MANY JAPANESE
AND AMERICAN SHIPS OF ALL CLASSES WERE SUNK, INCLUDING
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS, THAT THE WATER AREA
BETWEEN GUADALCANAL AND FLORIDA ISLAND BECAME KNOWN AS
"IRONBOTTOM SOUND.*"

THE FIRST SIX ENGAGEMENTS WERE MAJOR NAVAL
BATTLES: FOUR OF THESE WERE NIGHT GUNFIRE ACTIONS AND
TWO WERE CARRIER-AIR BATTLES, THE SEVENTH (RENNELL
ISLAND} WAS A TYPICAL SEA-AIR BATTLE SIMILAR TO MANY
OTHERS FOQUGHT DURING THE GUADALCANAL CRMPAIGN, BUT THE
ORLY ONE OF SUFFICIENT MAGNITUDE TO BE RECORDED IN
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY WITH A NAME OF ITS OWN.

1. SAVO ISLAND, 9 RAUGUST 1942

2. THE EASTERN SOLOMONS, 24-2% AUGUST

3. CAPE ESPERANCE, 1l1-12 OCTOBER

4. THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, 26-27 OCTOBER

5. NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL, 12-15 NOVEMBER
6. TASSARFARONGA, 30 NOVEMBER

7. RENNELL ISLAND, 29-30 JANUARY 1943
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THE BATTLE OF THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS
25-27 QCTOBER 1942

ON 26 OCTOBER U.S. AND JAPANESE FLEETS OPERATING
EAST OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS AND NORTH OF THE SANTA
CRUZ ISLANDS ALMOST SIMULTANEQUSLY LAUNCHED AIR
STRIKES AGAINST EACH OTHER. ALTHOUGH THE U.S. FLEET
INCLUDED TWO LARGE CARRIERS, HORNET AND ENTERPRISE,
THE ENEMY FTLEET WAS NUMERICALLY STRONGER WITH TWO
LARGE AND TWO LIGHT CARRIERS.

BY MID-MORNING U.S. AIRCRAFT BAD BADLY DAMAGED
A LARGE CARRIER, A LIGHT CARRIER AND A HEAVY CRUISER
WHILE JAPANESE AIRCRAFT PUT HORNET OUT OF ACTION.
LATER A U.S. DESTROYER WAS SEVERELY DAMAGED BY A
TORPEDO AND SUNK. BATTLESHIP SOUTH DAKOTA, FLEET
CARRIER ENTERPRISE, A LIGHT CRUISER AND ANOTHER
DESTROYER HAD BEEN HIT BY DIVE BOMBERS. DURING THE
NIGHT HORNET WAS ABANDONED AND WAS SUNK. ON 27
OCTOBER THE ACTION WAS BROKEN OFF AND BOTH SIDES
WITHDREW.
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THE NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL
' 12-15 NOVEMBER 1942

12 _NOVEMBER THIS GREAT BATTLE BEGAN ABOUT 1400 HOURS
WITH JAPANESE AIR ATTACKS ON U.S. TRANSPORTS UNLOADING
TROOPS AND SUPPLIES. THE ENEMY LOST A LARGE NUMBER OF
PLANES BUT A U.S. HEAVY CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE
DAMAGED.

13 NOVEMBER SHORTLY EEFORE 0200 HOURS 13 NOVEMBER A
DEVASTATING NIGHT ACTION WAS JOINED SOUTHEAST OF SAVO
ISLAND. THE FIGHTING WAS AT SUCH CLOSE RANGE THAT THE
OPPOSING FLEETS BECAME INTERMINGLED. U.S. LOSSES
WERE TWO LIGHT CRUISERS AND FOUR DESTROYERS SUNK. THE
FLAGSHIP, A HEAVY CRUISER, DAMAGED THE AFTERNOON
BEFORE BY ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS STRUCK REPEATEDLY BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE. ANOTHER HEAVY CRUISER WAS HIT BY A
TORPEDO AND A LIGHT CRUISER AND THREE DESTROYERE WERE
DAMAGED BY NAVAL GUNFIRE. THE JAPANESE LOST TWO
DESTROYERS SUNK AND THREE DESTROYERS DAMAGED. THEIR
GREATEST LOSS WAS A BATTLESHIP SO HEAVILY DAMAGED BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE THAT U.S. CARRIER-BASED AIRCRAFT AND
MARINE PLANES FRCOM HENDERSON FIELD WERE RBLE TO SINK
IT LATE IN THE AFTERNOON.

14 NOVEMBER AFTER MIDNIGHT 13-14 NOVEMBER A JAPANESE
NAVAL BOMBARDMENT UNIT SHELLED HENDERSON FIELD. AT
DAWN THE BOMBARDMENT UNIT WAS ATTACKED BY MARINE AND
NAVAL ATRCRAFT FROM HENDERSOR FIELD AND AIRCRAFT FROM
THE APPROACHING U.S. CARRIER ENTERPRISE. THE ENEMY
LOST A HEAVY CRUISER. ALSO TWO HERVY CRUISERS, A
LIGHT CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE DAMAGED.

IN THE AFTERNOON AN ENEMY REINFORCEMENT GROUP OF
ELEVEN DESTROYERS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS LOCATED
STERMING TOWARD GUADALCANAL. ALTHOUGH SEVEN OF ITS
TRANSPORTS RERE SUNK, THE JAPANESE CONTINUED ON THEIR
ASSIGNED MISSION AFTER TRANSFERRING THE TROOPS TO THE
DESTROYERS. LANDING OF THE TROCPS AND SUPPLIES BEGARN
ABOUT 0400 HOURS THE FOLLOWING MORNING.
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SHORTLY BEFORE MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER A U.S.
TASK FORCE OF TWO BATTLESHIPS, WASHINRGTON AND SOUTH
DAKOTA, AND FOUR DESTROYERS QPENED FIRE ON A SECTION
OF THE ENEMY'S FLEET EAST OF SAVO ISLAND. TWO OTHER
GROUPS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WEST AND SOUTH OF SAVO
ISLAND QUICKLY ENGAGED THE U.S. FORCE. A JAPANESE
DESTROYER, SEVERELY DAMAGED, WAS SUNK THE NEXT DAY.
OF THE FOUR U.S. DESTROYERS ENGAGED, TWO WERE SUNK.
THE OTHER TWO WERE DAMAGED AND ORDERED TO RETIRE.
ONE OF THESE WAS SUNK LATER BY U.S. FORCES.

15 NOVEMBER AT ABOUT MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER THE TWO
U.S. BATTLESHIPS MET THE FOURTH AND STRONGEST GROUP OF
THE ENEMY FLEET. SOUTH DAKOTA WAS CAUGHT BY ENEMY
SEARCHLIGHTS, WHEREUPON THE ENTIRE EKEMY FLEET
CONCENTRATED ITS FIRE ON IT, IGNORING WASHINGTON.

THIS WAS FATAL TO THE SECOND JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WHICH
WASHINGTON PUT OUT OF ACTION IN SEVEN MINUTES. TWO
ENEMY HEAVY CRUISERS WERE ALSO DAMAGED BY THE TWO U.S.
EATTLESHIPS. DUE TO THE CONCENTRATED FIRE, SOUTH
DAKCTA WAS FORCED TO RETIRE AND WASHINGTON TURNED
NORTHWEST TO LURE ENEMY SHIPS RWAY FROM SQUTH DAROTA.
THE JAPANESE FLEET FOLLOWED BUT SOON WITHDREW. THE
DAMAGED JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WAS ABANDONED AND SURK.

AT DAYLIGHT ARMY, NAVY AND MARINE AIRCRAFT
ATTACKED THE FOUR REMAINING TRANSPORTS OF THE
REINFORCEMENT GROUP. A LONE U.S. DESTROYER FROM
TULAGI AFPPEARED AND DESTROYED THE TRANSPORTS.

THUS ENDED THE GREATEST SEA BATTLE OF THE
GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN. ALTHCOUGH THE U.S. NAVY LOST
MORE COMBATANT SHIPS, THE ENEMY LOSS OF THO
BATTLESHIPS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS FAR MCRE
SERIOUS. THE JAPANESE NEVER AGAIN SENT LARGE NAVAL
FORCES INTO THE WATERS AROURD GUADALCANAL. THE BRTTLE
WAS DECISIVE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THAT ISLAND.
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JAPANESE NAVAL VESSELS

SUNK OR DAMAGED DURING THE

GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN

SHIP
BATTLESHIPS
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
LIGHT CARRIERS
HEAVY CRUISERS
LIGHT CRUISERS
DESTROYERS
SUBMARINES
TRANSPORTS

CARGO SHIPS

SUNK

2

11

13

DAMAGED

[CRNT, B VPR

20






“They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side., To them we have a solemn obligation
~- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to [ive.”

- Fleet Admiral Chester W., Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S.S. Missouri (B88-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 1945,






Ihe U.S,S, Preston (DD-379) in World War i}

Photograph Credits

Descr ipt ion Source Code/ldent. No.
Historical plate NA 19=N=16675
Fitting out, Mare Is. N. Yd., 7/5/36 NA 19=N=17700

Aerial, starboard bow, u/way, &/28/38 NA  BO~G-425597

Anchored, prewar, port quarter NI Order w. photocopy

Fierside, Mare Is., port bow, &/15/u42 NA 19~N-33052

USS Cushing (DD-376) fwd. half, 7/15/u2 NA 19-N-31230

Cushing, after halr, M,1., 7/15/42 NA 19-N=31931
20-mm Oer! ikon mount (Mk. 4 ), 1942 NA 19-N=-31965

USS Enterprise (CV-6) u/attack 10/26/42 NA 80-G-33370

Enterprise, near bomb miss, 10/26/42 R¥W  N-2028

IJUN Nagara, under way, port bow, 1938 NH NH 96193

USS Meade (DD-602), stbd. bow, 6/u42 NA 1 9=N=3084u2
USS South Dakota (BB8-57), 8/24/[/uu NA 19=N-70911
Award ceremony, USS Wake lIsland, 1Suu - (O. V. Dufour)

Uss Stormes (DD-780), port bow, ul/way NI Order w. photocopy

Monument, Purvis Bay, Fla. Is., 194U NA 80-G-275700

Monument plaque (on above) N4 80-G=24031 &

% X N X N X N N N N

Key to Sources:

NA

Ni

R
NH

Nat ional Archives 11

8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001
Still Picture ref.: (301) 713-6625, Ext. 234
(Request addresses/price Iists of private vendors)
U.S. Naval Institute Photo Service, Bsach Hall
291 Wood Road, Annapolis, MD 21ic2

Phone: (410) 295-1022; FAX: (410) 269-7540

Rea!l Wwar Photos, P.O. Box 728, Hammond, IN 46325
Naval Historical Foundation Photc Service
Washington Navy Yard

1306 Dahlgren Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20374-5055
Phone: (202) 433-2765

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
March, 2001
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2006 ADDENDUM

Ded jcation in 1944 of the Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Ilsiand,
British Soloman Islands, to honor ". . the officers and men of
the United States and Allied Navies who died in the fierce Bat-
tles in !'lron Bottom Bay!" during the Guadalcanal Campaign, Au-
gust 7, 1942 to February 9, 1943,

Editor's Note: .

Around 1995 E/izabeth ('Bettsy!) R. Perkins Shaw sent me
copies of several handwritten letters she had received early in
1944 from her first husband, Commander Van Ostrand Perkins, USN
(K.1.A, ).  In 2002 most of his letters were included in Bettsy
Shaw'!s memoir, Beside Me Still, published by the Naval Institute
Press shortly after she djed, However, his letters regarding the
ded icat ion ceremony were edited out by the publisher.

This addendum consists of typed excerpts From these letters
plus a remarkable photograph of the dedication ceremony which [
discovered only a few years ago (National Archives II: 127~
GW1008, #80929 ),

E, Andrew Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






Florida lsland Monument on Purvis Bay
(Ded icated on April 30, 1Suy)

Excerpts from letters written to Mrs. £/ izabath R. P, Shaw by her
rirst husband, Cdr. Van Ostrand Perkins, USN (KIA '44) in 194i:

Today was one of those days = In fact, it was the first busy
one I've had in a long time. | was away from the ship all! day
and couldn't write more on this letter this morning and afternoon,
as I expected to, and get it in the mail. It will go tomorrow.

well, my busy day was about the memor ial ceremony we plan to
have. I went with a Captain Carter on what | thought would bhe an
hour's visit with the Admiral to iron out the details, The
Admiral set the date for this Sunday and indicated what he would
like to have and who he wanted to have invited, etc.. well, 1
am the "glad hand boy", so I got the [ist of guests typed up and
arranged and started the dust flying on some of the details.

Like getting the chaplins |ined up and telling them what we want,
getting the band arranged for and so forth., Then this afternoon
Captain Carter gave me one of his fast boats and | went five
miles or so up the [ine to another part of the naval settiement
extending tidings and invitations to certain U.5. naval and New
Zealand~Austrapl ian naval! people. | didn't get back to the ship
unt il after five. It was an interesting boat ride I had though,
because I'd never been up to that part of the area before. There
are no roads as l've said, and it's all jungle between here and
there - so all communnication has to be by boat and not by cars.

Tomorrow | have to go over to s about 20 miles
across the bay, and call on more dignitaries and invite them,
get a Vice Admiral to agree to make a speech and arrange for
photographers and publicity from a Photographic Squadron. That
will be another full day's job | fear.

I enjoy doing this, however, for many reasons, not the least
of which is the fact that | get off the ship all the time and am
getting a regular Cook!s tour of this area, seeing it at close
hand. Much of it is well! known and famous which I've seen from
the distance but have never really been close to. OF course jt
is all so built up now by us that it would be unrecognizable
almost to those who first /anded.

It is amazing what kind of people Americans are. We land
in the middle of the jungle and In no time have a |ittie area
cleared, through which we build roads, put up piers, storehouses,
shops, etc. - and where there are roads you must watch to see that
you aren'ft run over by jeeps, giant trucks and everything on wheels.
There is nothing permanent here, and | doubt If much money has been
wasted, but we certainly do move In on a place with our machinery.
11! bet we have more trucks, steam shovels, tractors, etc. in a
small area |ike this than all the contractors in the Philippine
Islands had together, and if the Japs judged us by our efforts in
the Philippines, how wrong they were.

There must be much consternation in Tokyo these days, because
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in the Pacific the war is humming along at a great rate; probably
even better than most of us realize.

* Xk K %k k kX K K X X x

We had a meeting of the Board of Governors of the Club, and
I find that on the Board are a Captain, four Commanders, four
Lieut., Comdrs, and two Lieuts.. [ am glad | have the job, because
this being in such a history-making area, they have plans to make
it a sort of permanent part of America by erecting a suitable
plaque and having the [ ittle monument dedicated with a large cere-
mony and so forth., So [, having a very personal interest in any
dedication, volunteered to serve on the committee for the arrange-
ments of this ceremony. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
know that they are going to do something to commemorate and make
a permanent record of the achievements that resulted from the hard
f:ghtfng and unimaginable hardships and work that has taken place
in this area. You probably have to have fought over it and come
back to get the feeling that | have. People who arrive today
can't ever imagine what it was like "in the old days."

¥ Ok K K Ok X X K N K X X%

I've enclosed the [ ittle program for our ceremony which took
place this morning. It went off very well and very smoothly |
thought, and | had a front row place to stand - right where the
actjvities were. There were numerous cameramen taking pictures,
and | expect that they will send me a set in as much as | asked
for it, organized them and gave them all some beer afterwards.

Friday | Flew over to in one of our planes to Iline
up and invite the "big wigs" stationed there and the press., [t
certainly was a delightful trip. It was a beaut iful day, and it
was nice to fly and to see some of the country from the air, as
scenically - and from a distance - it is very grand looking.

After we landed [ got a jeep and driver rrom one of the
officers, and in driving around inviting the guests I had a good
chance to look things over and was duly impressed by the activity,
accompl ishments and mud.

! saw Ronnie Rankin this morning at the ceremony and expect
to have a few beers with him later this afterncon. | also bumped
into two people you don'!t know. One was the ex-~Chief Boatswain's
Mate of the Atlanta - he is now an officer - and the other, a lad
who was on one of the destroyers that got sunk that unforgetable
night. Wwe were together in the hospital in New Zealand. It cer-
tainly was nice to see those two again. | always [ike to see old
friends, and particularly when we have something great in common.
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A bronze plaque, dedicated "In memory of the officers and men of the United
States and Allied Navies who gave their |ives at Ilron Bottom Bay, 1942=43 "
was unveiled on April 30, 1944, The plaque overlooks Purvis Bay, an inlet
in Florida Island, British Solomon Islands Protectorate, about twenty miles
northeast of Menderson Field on Guadalcanal. U.S. Navy vessels sunk by the
enemy in the Bay and near vicinity included seven cruisers, twelve destroy-
ers and three destroyer transports. (Archives 1I, College Park, MD)







About The Editor

£. Andrew Wilde, Jr., Commander, USNR (Ret.), received
his commission through the NROTC Program at Dartmouth Col-
lege in 1950, Following graduat ion he saw action off Korea
aboard the USS Douglas H., Fox (DD=-77%) when this destroyer
dueled with numerous North Korean shore batteries in the Sea
of Japan. Many of the photographs he took during this per iod
have been donated to the Naval Historical Foundation, and two
of them appeared in the coffee-table book, The Navy, pub-

! ished by the Foundation in 2000. After completing three
years of active duty he began a civilian career in public
accounting and later in management positions at Raytheon Com-
pany in Waltham, Massachusetts.

In 1993 he developed a strong interest in naval history
and began editing a series of illustrated ships! histories
primarily of U.,S., destroyers sunk in World war 11. Primary
source documents such as action reports, ships! war diaries,
medal citations and muster rolls are included in these his~
tories as well as many firsthand accounts. His booklets are
not for sale, but he sends complimentary copies to the survi-
vors and to the families of crewmembers killed on these ves-
sels,

Commander Wilde is a |ife member of the Naval Historical
Foundat ion and the U.S8. Naval Institute.







Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war Ir)

United States Ship

Aaron wWard (DD=-483)
Barton (DD~599)
Borie (DD=215)
Colhoun (ARPD-2)
Corry (DD-463)

Cushing (DD-376)
DeHaven (DD-469)
Douglas H. Fox (DD-779)
Drexler (DD=741)

Duncan (DO-485)

Emmons (DMS-22)
Fiske (DE=-143)
Glennon (DD-620)
Hall igan (DD-584 )}
Hammann (DD-412)

Laffey (DD-459)
Lansdale (DD-426)
McFariland (AVD-14)
Meredith {(DD=726)
Monssen (DD-436)

Perry (DMS-17)
Preston (DD-37%)
Spence (DD-512)
Sfrong (DD~-u67 )
walke (DD-416)

Notes:

Date Sunk/

Damaged
Oujo7/u3
11/13/82
11/01 /43
08/30/u2
06/06 /4y

11/13/42
02/01/u3

(05/17/45)

05/28/45
10/12/42

O /O6/45
08/02 /i
06/10/ ki
03/26/45
08/06/42

11/13/42
Ou /20 4y

(10/16/42)

0&/09 / hut
11/13/42

09/13/44
11/15/42
12/18/ 44
07/05/43
11/15/42

Area

Killeg/
WOundeGT

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal
North Atlantic

Tulag i
Normandy

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal

Ok inawa
Ok inawa

Guadalcanal

Ok inawa

North Atlantic

Normandy
Ok inawa
Midway

Guadalcanal
Med iterranean
Guadalcanal

Normandy

Guadalcanal

Angaur/Pelel iu
Guadalcanal
Ltuzon, P. 1.
Cent. Sol/omons
Guadalcanal

¥ & ¥ K X X K x x X

* Total for two engagements with the enemy

42]139%

164/32
27/00
51/18
24155

72/67
168/40
10/36
158/54
48/35

50/78
33/65
25/49x
160/43
84/63

59/114
49 /76
12/13
35/28
145/37

8/17
117/26
215/24
45/61
s82/u8

! Includ ing those presumed dead more than a vear subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

£, Andrew Wilde, Jr.

Commander,
June, 2005

USNAR (Ret. )
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