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1210 Greendale Ave., #339
Needham, MA 02192-4627
January 9, 1997

USS Cushing (DD-376) Crewmembers,

It is my pleasure to present you with a copy of the
booklet ['ve compiled on your ship. It is the thirteenth
such booklet [ have completed on destroyer-type vessels sunk
in World War Il, In addition to the survivors | also send
coples to ten museums/i/ibraries around the country (and one
in Australia), so the Cushing's story will be preserved for
future naval historians. The last page in this booklet ex-
plains very well what [ do.

You don'’t owe me anything for the booklet, but contri-
butions will be appreciated. I'm really more interested in
seeing that every survivor gets a copy than [ am in break-
ing even.

I'm sorry that [ can'’t supply you with extra copies,
but I hope you'll! have copies made at a copying store for
your family. I want future generations to know what you
went through in World War Il., I was just a Boy Scout on the
Home Front then, when we all did our best to "support our
boys in uniform.” Perhaps that explains why I'm busy now
sending booklets to survivors. No one ever told me to stop!

You should know that [ never would have compiled a Cush-
ing booklet if it hadn't been for your ship association's
historian, Alfred E. McCloud. 1[I discussed the possibility
of a Cushing booklet with him several years ago, but when he
sent me copies of your newsletter I concluded that my ser-
vices weren!t required. It seemed to me that your associa-
tion was so well organized and well served by Al that any-
thing I could put together would be superfluous. [ also had
obtained a copy of Admiral Parker's ambitious history of your
ship and knew that he had thoughtrully provided copies for
the survivors. Al was very receptive in our phone conversa-
t ions, however, so [ sent him a copy of my Barton, Laffey
and Monssen booklets. Well - who ever said that rlattery
won't get you anywhere?! Al was lavish in his praise and
urged me to put together a Cushing booklet. So now you have
one - with much of the material supplied by Al and Admiral
Parker.

I'm happy that I was able to locate Admiral Parker's
niece and nephew, mentioned in his obituary, and ['ve sent

them each a copy.
my booklet! 2 ?

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Cdr. USNR (Ret.)

Enjo







1210 Greendale Ave,, #339
Needham, MA 02192-4622
January 9, 1957

USS Cushing (DD-376) Crewmembers,

It is my pleasure to present you with a copy of the
booklet I've compiled on your ship. It is the thirteenth
such booklet | have completed on destroyer-type vessels sunk
in World War Il. In addition to the survivors I also send
copies to ten museums/! ibraries around the country (and one
in Australia), so the Cushing's story will be preserved for
future naval historians. The last page in this booklet ex-
plains very well what [ do.

You don't owe me anything for the booklet, but contri-
butions will be appreciated. I'm really more interested in
seeing that every survivor gets a copy than | am in break-
ing even.

I'm sorry that | can't supply you with extra copies,
but [ hope you'll have copies made at a copying store for
your family. I want future generations to know what you
went through in Worid War [l. I was just a Boy Scout on the
Home Front then, when we all did our best to "support our
boys in uniform.” Perhaps that explains why I'm busy now
send ing booklets to survivors. No one ever told me to stop!

You should know that [ never would have compiled a Cush-
ing booklet jf it hadn't been for your ship association's
historian, Alfred E. McCloud. I discussed the possibility
of a Cushing booklet with him several years ago, but when he
sent me copies of your newsletter | concluded that my ser-
vices weren’t required. It seemed to me that your associa-
tion was so well organized and well served by Al that any-
thing I could put together would be superfluous. [ also had
obtained a copy of Admiral Parker's ambitious history of your
ship and knew that he had thoughtfully provided copies for
the survivors. Al was very receptive in our phone conversa-
tions, however, so [ sent him a copy of my Barton, Laffey
and Monssen booklets. Well - who ever said that flattery
won't get you anywhere?! Al was lavish in his praise and
urged me to put together a Cushing booklet. So now you have
one - with much of the material supplied by Al and Admiral
Parker.

I'm happy that | was able to locate Admiral Parker'’s
niece and nephew, mentioned in his obituary, and ['ve sent

them each a copy.
my bookletl!. 2 ',

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Cdr. USNR (Ret.)

Enjo
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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his |ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"] served in the United States Navy.,”

- President John F. Kennedy, 1963






The Mahan-class destroyer U.S,S. Cushing (DD=376) was christened on Decembar

31, 1935, at the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washlngton, by Miss Kath-
erine A, Cushing, the daughter of the ship's namesake. With her, is Admiral
Thomas T. Craven, USN, commandant of the yard. The ship was commissioned In
8remerton on August 28, 1936, Comdr. Edwin T. Short, USN, in command. Arfter
a shakedown cruise in Hawaiian and West Coast waters the Cushing reported to
the Paciflc Fleet. (Official U.S. Navy photograph, courtesy of Al McCloud.)







U.5.5. Cushing (DD-376)

The Commissioning at Bremerton, Washington, 28 August 1936
(8remerton newspaper article courtesy of A. E£. McCloud.)

NAVY MEN
TAKE OVER
NEW SHIP

BRIEF BUT COLORFUL CERE-
MONIES MARK OCCASBION
WHEN YARD-CONSTRUCTED
VERSEL PASSES INT{ HANDSH

OF CREW

ADMIRAL IS SPEAKER

Lavge Crowd Lines k And
Picrs To Sce Flag And I"ennant
Rajsed Over Fine Destroycer

Under a cloudless sky and
with an audience of several
hundred Bremerton people,
the U. S. 8. Cushing this
morning became a pant of the
United States Navy.

In a brief ceremony, Rear

Admiral T. T. Craven, com-
mandant of the yard, turned the
vessel over to her first captain,
Comdr. E. T. Short. saying that
he was sure the vessel would be
operated efficiently and would
have a creditable career,

Reads Orders

Commander 3hort read his or-
ders, the ship’s colors were raised
as the navy yard band playred ““The
Star Spangled Banner,” and
watches were set aboard {he Cush-
ing. Visitors were taken around
the outer decks of the destroyer,
but were not taken below deck
because work is atill in progress.

Addressing ofticers of the ship,
Admiral Craven sald, "It is up to
you whether this ship becomes the
kind of machine which the Navy
intends her-to be. S8he is equipped

with all the latest .devices for
ships of her closs. She has more
horsepower than the U.8.8. Colo-
Fado, a battleship.

Third One

“If you slouch down, and con-
sider her merely as a place where
you have a jeb, she can edsily be-
come o dungsres ship. If you
take hold, learn the ship, take
pride in her, and run bker as i
know you will, she will become a
brilliant unit of the flest.”

The admiral gslso praiged - the
skill and efficiency shown by yard
forces in building the vessel.

Commander Short’'s orders
briefly reviewed the events lead-
ing up to the name of the Gushing,
third vessel to bear the name of

the Clvil War hero who déstroyed
the Confederate ram Albemarle.
The first torpedo boat destroyer
in the Navy was named for Cush-
fug, and a subsequent ship which
served efficiently during the
World War also was given the
name. '
Crowd Watches.

Ceremonies took piace on the
niter deck of the new ship with
the crew drawn up in two ranks
on either side and officers lined
up abaft, facing the stern. Wives
of ofticers and other guecsta were
provided with space to whiteh the
ceremonies on the bridge of the
Cushing: other honored guests
were given a position on the U.8.8.
Perkins, which lay nlongside the
Cushing. A throng lined the pler
and the caisson at the end of the
building dock which afforded a
good view of the Cushing.

The 1.600-ton vessel, second of
her kind to be built at the navy
yard, is rapidly being made ready
for o sbakedown cruise, the itin-
eriry of which will be announced
within the next few weeks.

Her sister ship, the U.S\8. Per-
kins, will be comnmissioned with
sinilar cercmonies on September

11.
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The U.S5.8. Cushing (DD-376) In the late 1930's moored alongslide another Mahan~-class destroyer., Note the
high breakwater protecting No. 1 gun mount and the two gun~crew shelters, one abaft the No. 2 gun mount,
the other on the after deckhouse between guns Nos. 3 and 4, Only the forward 5-in. guns had shields due
to concern over topside welght. Mahan-class destroyer characteristics:

Standard displacement 1,465 tons Max Imum depth 17t oH
Length overall 3y r yn Shart horsepowsr 42,800 H,P,
8eam 3yt g¥ Rated speed 36 knots

(orficial U.S. Navy photograph courtesy of Alfred E. McCloud.)







What’s In a Name

17. The Cushing
By RICHARD A. SHAFTER

‘NOTHER stripe, or a coffinf® A
young, lanky Heutenant waved at
the group of officers on the deck of. the
Federal gunboat Otisego and dropped
over the side into his launch. Fourteen
men were waiting for him. For a few of
them it wouid be a coffin all right. For
Barker Cushing it was another stripe.
When he returned to the Otsego three
days later he had carried out the first
torpedoboat attack in history.

Cushing's - torpedoboat was nothing
but an undecked little steam Iaunch.
Nor was the one torpedo she carried any
great shakes, as torpedoes go.

He had had built an exceptionaily fast
steam launch with silent engines. That
overgrown Infernsl machine, proudly
called a torpedo, was sticking out an a
long spar from the bows of the lannch.
The idea behind it all was to sneak up
on the doomed vessel, shave the tarpedn
under the hull, and pull a trigger lan-~
yard.

Object of the raid was the ALsrmanmiy,
another of the many “Invulnerables”
with which the South had equipped itself
after the initial success of the Mmaxxneac,
The Arsemasiy had done a magnificent
job of defending the Sound after which
she was named. On at least two occasions
she defeated a whole flotilla of wooden
sidewheeler gunboats and chased them
back to the open sea. Previous aitempts
to destroy her had failed.

William Barker Cushing was a hot
blooded six footer of twenty who had
been at Annapolis for four years, On
March 21, 1861, he Tesigned.
Another month, and he would have been
present at that last assembly of his dass-
mmates, when Northerners and Southern-
ers exchanged vows of everlasting
friendship, before Superintendent Blake
ordered the Confederate sympathizers to

fall outandsentﬂ:mnhoma,handdthn
rest of the class their commissions, and
packed the three lower classes into the
old CownstrTurion to take them to New-
port, RL, for the duration.

What prompted Cushing to resign four
weelks before graduation is still uninown.
He stood high in his class, But he had a
talent for getiing into serapes,

Alfred E. McCloud.

b

At any rate, in May he joined the Navy
once more, He became a master’s mate
almost at once. In July '62 he was com-
missioned lisutenant for “repeated feats
of successful daring ™

1t was a dark and stormy night when
Cushing and his fourteen men set out for
their eight-mile trip up the Roancke. The
ALSEMANLE was known to lie somewhere
at Plymouth Landing. Both banks of the
river were in the hands of the Confed-
erates, The slightest mishap would lead

to discovery.

Slowly and silently they ghosted up
the river. The storm and the driving rain
aided them. Confederate pairols and sen-
tinels seemed to have sneaked off into
shelter,

Now they could make out the.shape of
the ironclad before them. With bated
breath they approached. Suddenly the
bow of the launch bumped against some-
thing. It seemed a floating log. Cushing
jerked an one of his lines for more speed.
But the obstacle, whatever it was, could
not be pushed aside.

The noise the launch made wakened a
dog somewhere, It began to howl with
sudden suspicion. Footsteps could be
heard on deck the Arxmaance,

“Who there?” The sleeping fires on
both banks suddenly flared up high.

“Boat ahoy!™ Cushing was too busy to
answer. In the flickering light of the fires
he had seen what had stopped his sur-
prise attackc. Cooke, the foxy commander
of the Azermanr®, had protected his be~
loved junkheap by a boom of big logs.
It was anchored thirty feet away from
the ship, much too far to reach her huil
with Cushing's 16-foot pole.

Boats were setting out from shore,
packed to the gunwales with men eager
to blocic his retreat, But Cushing was not
thinking of escape.

“Full steam!™ he barked at Engineer
Stotesbury and made another run for
the ALBEMARLE., This time the launch
straddled the boom. Her bow rose high
into the air, her propeller thrashed wildly
for 2 moment, then they were over and
alongside the ironclad.

Confederate muskets blazed almost into
their faces as Cushing planted his cum-

Note: This article Prom Qur Navy magazine is courtesy of




bersome infernal machine against the
huill, below the waterline, where the
steelplate armor did not reach.

One of the Atspuarte's gunports few
open and the fiftesn men in the launch
locked straight into the muzzle of a hun-
dred-pounder. 7

sSurrender!” Two of Cushing’s men
dived over the side at the shout. The gun
belched. Paymaster Swan, standing be-
side Cushing, cried out and fell forward.
The rest of them ducked and heard the
full charge of cannister and small shot
whistle past their ears.

Almost immediately followed a second
dull roar. Cushing bhad pulled the trigger
lanyard of his torpedo. The launch was
thrown into the air, tumbling more of her
living_ freight into the water. The Avrsz-
manrs with the death wound in her side
began to keel slowly over, threatening to
roll her whale weight right on top of the
little launch.

“Swim for it, hoys!” Cushing followed
his own orders. He dived and did not
come up until he had passed the boom.
He struck out down stream, diving again

They were talking of the night's raid.
Cushing grinned. The Acrxmamc had
gone down, as he expected she would.

When the patrols were gone, he
plunged deeper into the swamp. There
seemed to be no way out of it. He floun-
dered on. Suddenly he stopped. He had
the distinet feeling that he was being
watched. He craned his head, this way
and that. He made another blundering
step. He shouted and from a clump of
swamp grass appeared a black face. The
two measured each other. It was a long
time befors that black face was split in
two by a row of white teeth.

“You a Yank, huh?” The man was a
run-away slave, who had taken to the
swamps himself. He guided Cushing to
his grass hut, fed him, and watched his
sleep. The next night the pair set out
across the swamp. They reached another
arm of the Roanoke and were lucky
enough to find a boat that they could
steal In that leaky craft, Cushing
paddied himself down to the lower Sound
to rejoin his squadron,

He got tha lieutenant commanders
stripe he had been joking about when
he left. Congress cited him, but did not
have enough gold to give him the coveted
Medal of Honor.

Only one other man beside himself
escaped, Edward T. Horton, an ordinary
seaman from the Chicopee. Woodman and
Samuel Higgins, fireman first class, were

" killed. The rest of them were taken

prisoners by the Confederates.

In 1872, not yet thirty, the man who
had undertaken the frst torpedohoat
raid in history, became a commander. He
died two years later of brain fever.

But whea in the "eighties, shortly after
Whitehead had invented the tinfish that
made torpedo warfare possible, the US.
Navy got lts first torpedoboat that really
deserved that name, it was given the
pame of Cushing. Shortly before World
War I that little ship was succeeded by
another Cushing, a 1015 ton destroyer,
which eventually, with a large aumber
of others of the same vintage, was sold
out of servica to be hroken up for scrap.

By that me a new Cushing, the DD
376 was already on the ways of the
Puget Sound Navy Yard She was one
of the Mszhan Class, the first class of
post-World War destroyers to carry
twelve 217 torpedo tubes—a far cry from
the comtraption that Lieutenant Barker
Cushing shoved under the weak spot of
a Confederate ironclad.

The DD 376 was sunk by numerically
superior Jap forces in the Battle of
Guadalcanal However, Secretary Knox -
has already ordered that the names of
the heroic eleven ships that were the
ptice we paid for the final cecupation of
the Solomons, will be given to veasals
now a-building. The name of Cushing
will appear again scon.




History of the U.,S.S, Cushing {DD-376 )%

(DD-376: dp. 1,600; L 341°4”; h. 36'; dr. 9'10"; s.
36 k; cpl. 158; a. 5 5, 12 21" tt.; cL Dale)

The third Cushing was launched 31 December 1935
by Puget Sound Navy Yard; sponsored by Miss K. A.
Cushing, daughter of Command Cushing; commis-
sioned 28 August 1936, Commander E. T. Short in
command; and reported to the Pacific Fleet.

Cushing joined the search in the Hawaiian Islands
and at Howland Island, for the missing aviatrix
Amelia Earhart from 4 to 30 July 1937, then returned
to San Diego for training exercises, tactics, and fleet
problems. Except for brief periods of training at
Pearl Harbor and one cruise to the Caribbean, she
cruised the west coast from San Diego for exercises
and training.

Undergoing overhaul at Mare Island Navy Yard
when the Japanese struck Pearl Harbor, Cushing
sailed from San Francisco 17 December 1941 for con-
voy escort duty between the west coast and Pearl
Harbor until 13 January 1942. She asiled to Midway
to serve on antisubmarine patrol from 18 January to
2 February, then returned to San Francisco 19 Feb-
ruary to sereen TF 1 off the California coast in train-
ing and patrol duty.

On 1 August 1942 Cushing departed San Francisco
for training exercises at Pearl or, then to join
the operations around Guadalcanal. Constantly on the
move, she escorted vital resupply convoys to the bit-
terly contested island, and fought in the Battle of
Santa Cruz of 26 October, when an outnumbered
American force turned a Japanese flotilla back from
their advance toward Guadalcanal.

Cushing screened transports safely into Guadalcanal
12 November 1942 and was in the van of the force
that moved out to intercept the Japanese fleet in the
Naval Battle of Guadalcanal on the night of 13 No-
vember. As the range closed, she suddenly sighted
three enemy destroyers at 8,000 yards. In the bitter
gunfire which followed Cushing received several hits

amidships, resulting in a gradual power loss, but she
determinedly continued to fire her guns at the enemy,
launching her torpedoes by locsl direction at an enemy
battleship. Fires, exploding ammunition, and her in-
ability to shoot any longer made the abandon ship
order unavoidable at 0230. Her burning hulk was last
seen from Guadalcanal at 1700 when she sank about
3,500 yards southeast of Savo Island. Cushing lost
about 70 men killed or missing, some of them later
rescued from the water, and many wounded, bul with
the task force she had aided in saving Henderson
gield from a disastrous bombardment by a Japarese
orce,

Cushing recgived three battle stars for World War
1T service.

* Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 2 (Naval
Historical Center/Washington, 1963). Editor's Note: I believe
the "class" should read Mahan vice Dale. The latter is a Far-
ragut-cl/ass vessel! with a fat second stack and a double break
to the forecastle.







This aerial prewar view of the Cushing shows the two .50-cal. water-cooled machine guns mounted for AA pro-
tection atop the gun-crew shelters forward of the brldge and on the after deckhouse. Her maln battery con-
sisted of flve 5-inch/38 dual~-purpose guns and twelve torpedo tubes In three quadruple mounts: a centerline
mount between the stacks and two waist mounts on the main deck Just aft of the No. 2 stack. Note the pili-
box-type enclosure on the walst mount to protect the operators from the blast of the No. 3 (forward-facing)
S5~inch gun. Two depth charge racks are mounted on the fantall. (ofriclal U.S. Navy photograph. )







Excerpt from Destroyers in Action
by Richard A. Shafter.*

“4 Lovely Ship”

Destroyers! Mention che word and the layman’s
mind will conjure up a picrure of a littde ship steam-
ing death-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battlewagon’s heavy guns. In the heavy seaway
the lirle ship is vossing like a cork, with the white
water breaking high over her bows, Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starboard. There are a couple of
splashes on her portside and a moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tin fish she has sent on their
voyage of destruction. And 2 short while later there
is 2 terrific crash. The enemy's sides and decks are
clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards apart. And another naval
battle is won.

It is an inspiring picture that has adorned many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it’s even more romantic than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individual
man who crews a “tincan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it’s most versatile. If Kipling's crack
aboue the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variation to describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she’s a work-
horse.” - :

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on its way to chureh, its
all one to a farmer’s workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine patrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed pattern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier belicves he has seen
the underwater raider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on 2 convoy of merchantmen: running breath-
lessly and tongue-lolling around her flock, shooing

lers into line, and then tackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
homned eggs to drop in waters the enemy’s fleet is cer-
tain to craverse. Then again, they might give her a

*New York: Cornell Maritime Press, 1545

pair of paravanes to tow and send her out to sweep the
channels leading to 2 new invasion beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown there, 2nd
then the next day convert her into a fast transport and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yet on their way with reen-
forcements, supplics, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
that has landed them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whatever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of,

Then again, on duty with a rask force, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the acrual engagement begins, throwing 2 smoke
screen around the carrier or battlewagon to spoil the
enemy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
battleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks ro buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it’s the destroyer
thar rushes in close, though the heat may blister what
patches of paint are still left on her sea-hiteen plates,
and takes off the men still left alive after the unsuc-
cessful bartle to save their doomed ship. As the hull of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the tde,
a roaring inferno, yer still floating, it is the destroyer’s
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bortom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands.

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a desroyer’s lot. Many a flier, shot down by ack-
ack, or forced down in a gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefatigable DD would not
give up the search, A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gallons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid to a
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DD’s do it!” has almost become axiomaric
with the Navy whenever there is 2 particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion, Their speed,
their maneuverability, their relatively high firepower

OVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building

price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
_ tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval crafr ever

devised. They are the Navy's true “expendables.”

The spirit of the little ships reflects itself in that of
their crews. Destroyermen are a bit apart from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarrers. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man mighe get a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yet the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
it'’s a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his particular trade imposes upon him. He’s
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “softies.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Partrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. But let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn't ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed action, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in 2 nushell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their fauls. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gorta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of writing like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a lintle ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of duty
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A destroyerisa lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Batrleships are a lictle [ike steel ciies or

eat factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields,

“Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but 2 de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clean linés of her, in
her speed and roughness, in her curious gallanery.”



0SS CUSHING

The Destroyer CUSHING (third vessel so named) was authorized and funds
for 1ts construction wera provided by NIRA Acts of June 16, 1933, and she
was built at the Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washingtm. EHer keel wa3 laid
August 15, 1934, and she wa® launched Decamber 31, 1935, when ¥iss Katharing
Cushing of 23 Forest Place, Fredemia, New York, daughtar of Comnandsr
- William Barker Cushing, for wham the siip was named, served as spauser. She

was placed in counission, August 22, 1936, at the Puget Sound Xavy Yard,
under command of Comzender Edwin T. Short (now Captain), U.S9.Esvy

Following are the characteristics of the CUSHING (1938):

Length overll 341 feet, 3 inches
Extreme beaa at or below mater line 34 feet, 8 inches
Standard Displacerent 1,465 tons
Armament:
Guns 5 S5-inch 38 caliber antiaircraft
Torpado tubes 3 2-~inch quadruple
Quarters available 12 officers

192 enlisted men

The CUSHING was sunk by enemy action during the Battle of Gumdalcanal,
November 12-15, 1942, and was announced in Navy Departnent Comzunique Ko,

248, Januvary 11, 1943.

Cozrandar Edward N, Parker, U.S, Kavy, was awarded a Second Gold Star
in lieu of a third Navy Cress for service as Commanding Officer of the
CUSHING., His citation is as follows:

"For extraordinery heroism in the line of his profession as
Cczmanding Officer of the USS CUSHING during action with enemy
forces on the night of November 12~13, 1942, on which occasicn
the force o which he was attached engaged at close guarters
and defeated a superior ememy force., Comsander (ttsn Lieutenant
Commander) Parker's daring and dsterminatien contributad
materially to the victory which preventsed the enexy from
accamplishing their purposes.”

The following officers and men received decoraticns for service in
the US3 CUSHING: _

Lisutenant James B, Castman (MC), U.S, Naval Reserve
Sllver Star Medal

°For conspicucus gallantry and intrepidity as Medical Officer
aboard: the. USS CUSHING during action against enemy Japanssa
naval forces off Savo laiand on the night of November 12-13,
1942, While hi: ship was undsr hsavy hostile bambardmnent,
Lisutenant (Juni.c grads) Cishman, aithough he husaly was ,
injursd, bravely centinmed to administsr to wounded parsommsl
and assist in their evacuation. His heroic condust, maintained
with utter diszregard for hMe om. condition, was i1a keeping with
the nighest trzditions of the United States Baval Sarvics.”
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Lieutonant Cashman was born Febtruary 19, 1910, Rext of kin, wife, Yrs,
Margaret F. Caslman, 904 W. Spruce Street, Fowlins, Wyoming.

Lieutenant (Junior grade) Seymour D, Ruchsmkin, U.S.Maval Reserve
(issing ih action)

Navy Crozsm

"For extraordinary heroism as Firsi Lienterant abozrd the USS
CUSHING during action against enemy Japanese farces off Savo
£land cn Ncvember 13, 1942. While under vigcrous bembardzent
by hestile caval units, Lientenant (Junior grade) Enchazidn,
with cool courage and utter disrsgard for his omn perzonal
safety, efficiently directed the fighting of fires and the
effcrts to control damage. Leading his party to an area below
decks to extinguish flames which were raging there, he never
returned, His gallant condict and herocic devotion to duty wers
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Eaval
Service."

Lieutenant (Jjunior grade) Rucharkin was barn February 17, 1918. Next of
kin, mother, ¥rs. #ary Ruchamiin, 23, Westminister Road, Brcoklyn, New
York.

Lieutenarit (Junicr grade) John Leland Teets, U,S, Kaval Reserve
S{lver Star Kedal
"For ccnspicucus gallantry and intrepicdity abeard the USS
CUSHING during action against enemy Japanese naval forces
off Savo Island on the night of November 12-13, 1642. After
his ship bad been badly damaged by hostiie bembardment,
Ensign Teets, althongh le was sericusly injured, labored
contimously in the fighting of fires, the remair of damaga
and the evacuation of wounded persocmel to 1ife rafts over
the side, His heroic ccnduct, maintained in the face of
acuts pain and waning strength, was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Maval Service.®

Lieutenant (Junior grade) Teets was barn. Decamber 21, 1919. Next of kin,
wife, ¥rs. Mary Teets, 18041 Sherman Way, Resida, California.

Jemes Charles Tatkins, Chisf Signalman, U.S. Eavy
(Woundad)

Silver Star ledal

“For conspicucus gallmtry and intrepidity aboard the USS

CUZIND during actiom sgainst enemy Japaness naval rorces

off Savo Island on the night of November 12-13, 1942. TFhile his
ship was under heavy hostile bombardment, WATKINS, although he

wag sericusly weunded, effestively discharged his regular daties

on the bridge, thereby setting a heroic example of staadfastnase
and fortitede to other personnel on that statiom. His sonscientiocus
deteraination, maintained in the fsce of acute painn and waning
strongth was in kesping with the highsst traditions of the United

States Kaval Service.”
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. Watldns, Chief Signalman was born in Sandsraville, Geory.: Fabruary
29, 1916. Ee firet enlisted in the Mavy at ¥acon, Georgiz, fugust 13, 1935,
gext of kin, wife, ¥rs. Mariax Emma Watkins, 155 Turk Street. Sen Francisco,
alifornia. '

Ernest William Joknson, Electrician’s Kate First Class, U.S.favy
 Silver Star ¥edal

"For conspicucus gallantry and intrepidity aboard the US3 CUSBIRG
during action against enemy Japansse naval forces off Savo Island
on the night of November 12-13, 1942, W%hen kiz ship was badly
damaged by hostile bambardment, JOZHSON, after carrying out otders
to abandon the sinking vessel, brought his life raft back alongside
toc assist in the evacuation of wounded persommel. Couragecusly
returning aboard the turning dastroyer, he laborsd tirelessly in
behalf of his injured shipeates until eventually compelled to
dbardon ship again in ordsr to save his cwn life. His hercis
¢onduct, maintained at great risk in the face of grave danger,
was in keeping with the highest traditimas of the United States

Kaval Service."

Jopnson, Electrician's Yate First Class was born in Elizabeth City
County, Virginiz, September 6, 1919. Hs first enlisted in the Navy at
Norfolk, Virginia. His home address is: 155 Allegheny Read, Eamptom,

Virginia,
Clyde #. Evans, Torpedeman's late Second Class, U.S. Navy
Silver Star Medal

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity aboard the USS
GUSHING during action against enemy Japanese naval forces off
Savo Island on the night of Kovember 12-13, 1942. Thile under
intense hostile bambardment, EVAKS, after skillfully firing

tkte torpedoss from his omn tube, procesded to man another tube
mount after its crew bad been wounded, and fired the torpadees
there. FEis heroic conduct, maintained at great risk in the face
of grave danger, was in keeping with the highest traditions of
tte United States Haval Service.”

Evans, Torpedman's Mate Second Class was bern in Henderson, North
Carclina, Jamuary 22, 1921. Hs first enlisted in the Ravy at Hichmond
Virginia, Novamber 14, 1938, Next of kin, father, Un Willie Jeffersen
Evans, 227 Elm Street, Petersburg, Virginia.






U.5.5., Cushing (DD-376)

Letters Of Commendation (Ribbon) Awarded By COMSOPAC
Commander South Pacific Force)

Freeman Burge ADAMS, Chief Machinist's Mate, USN
CITAT 1ON:!

"while serving aboard the U.5.5. CUSHING on November 13, t942, In
action with superior enemy forces off Savo Isiand, B8.5.1., ADAMS per-
formed his duties in the engine room of that vessel, while under heavy
enemy rire and while confronted with numerous engineering casualties
as a result of enemy hits, in a conspicuously courageous manner and
set a high example of steadfastness and fortitude to the other person-~
nel at that station.”

¥ % % & % & ¥ N N K

Lt, Cdr. Bernard William FREUND, USN
CITATION:S

"For devotion to duty under adverse conditions, during the en-
gagement with Japanese naval forces near Savo Island on November 13,
1942, Serving as Executive Officer of a destroyer, Lieutenant Com-
mander FREUND courageously directed the firing of torpedoes by local
control while under heavy enemy fire. Throughout the action, in
lead ing attempts to extinguish flames, in supervising the launching of
life rafts, and in evacuating wounded personnel he set a high example
of courage and fortitude., His conduct was in keepfng with the highest
traditions of the Naval Service.”

X %X %X X X X N N X

Lt.(jg) Severn Marcellus NOTTINGHAM, Jr., USNR
CITATION:Z

"For devotion to duty under adverse conditions, during the en-
gagement with Japanese naval forces near Savo Island on November 13,
1942. Lieutenant NOTTINGHAM maintained the fire of his battery
against enemy vessels while his own ship, a destroyer, was under heavy
enemy fire until the director was hit and he was seriousl/y wounded.
Largely as a result of his steadfastness and fortitude an enemy des-
troyer was heav:ly hit and probably seriously damaged. His conduct
was in keeping with the highest traditions of the Naval Service.,”

N I R R

1 Award noted on an index card at Operational Archives, Naval Histori-
cal Center, Washington Navy Yvard, but this citation is the one rec-
ommended by Lt, Cdr. E. N. Parker and included in Adm. Parker's his-
tory of the Cushing's war action written in 1982.

2 Draft citation on an index card at Operational Archives.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
January, 2001






LCdr, Edward N, ("Butch” )} Parker, USN, commanded
(DD-376) Por the rive weeks prior to her sinking
1942, The material he gathered and dlstr fbuted

tion for my bookiet. (Edltor E. A. Wilide, Jr.;

the USS Cushing
on November 13,
to Qushing sur-
vivors at their 1985 reunlon was an Important source of informa-

November, 1996)







Obituary for Vice Admiral Edward N. Parker, USN (Ret.)*
1904=1989

Command ing Officer, U.S5.S. Cushing (DD=376)
October 6 = November 13, 1942

EDWARD NELSON PARKER '25

VAdm. Edward N.
Parker USN (Ret.) died
of cancer om 15 Qctober
1989 at his home in
Lighthouse Point, Flor-
ida.

Known as “Butch,”
he was born in Avalon,
Pennsylvania, on 26
July 1904 and grew up in
Louisiana and Ken-
tucky. He was appointed to the Naval Academy from
the State of Kentucky and graduated with the Class of
1925.

He served in battleships, cruisers and destroyers in
the late 1920s and 30s. He studied ordnance and gun-
nery at the Postgraduate School at Annapolis from
1932 to 1934. In December 1939, he took command
of USS PARROTT on the Asiatic Station, He won the
first of three Navy Crosses when PARROTT took part
in the major naval battle off Balikpapan, Borneo on
the night of 24-25 February 1942, His second award
of the Navy Cross was as Commander Destroyer Di-
vision 49 during the 1942 engagement against the
Japanese in the Badoeng Straits. Ten days later, Cdr.
Parker’s division helped defeat a large Japanese
cruiser force in the Barttle of the Java Sea. For this
action, he was awarded the Silver Star Medal and his
division was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation.

His third award of the Navy Cross was as Com-
manding Officer of USS CUSHING in the night action
of 13 November 1942 during the Gualalcanal Cam-

paign. CusHING engaged superior Japanese forces at
close quarters.

He finished World War II as Director of Research
and Development at the Buareau of Ordnance. In
1946, he returned 10 the Pacific as Commander of a
destroyer squadron. Later he served as Commander
Surface Patrol Group during the atomic bomb tests at
Bikini. This was followed by a tour in the Marianas
Command and another in Washington, D.C. in the
Office of the Chief of Naval Operaticns.

Following command of the cruiser NEwWPORT
NEws, he became Chief of Staff to the Commander
Sixth Fleet, during which tour he was selected for
Rear Admiral. From 1952 to 1955 he was Deputy
Chief of the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project
in Washington. D.C. He next served as Commander
Cruiser Division Six and, in 1956, he became the first
Lirector of the Defense Atomic Support Agency.

Following promotion to Vice Admiral, he became
Deputy Director of the newly formed Joint Strategic
Targeting Planning Staff at Offutt AFB in Nebraska.
His final tour was in Washington as Assistant Direc-
tor of the U.S. Armament Control and Disarmament
Agency.

Following retirement in November 1963, the admi-
ral and his wife Betty lived in Annapolis, Maryland.
In 1969 they moved to Lighthouse Point. Betty died
in 1981; the following year, the admiral married
Louise Southworth, who survives him. He is also
survived by his nicce Lovise—Mrs. W. R. Smedburg
IV of Alexandria, Virginia, and his nephew, Harold
N. Parker of Cinciaaati, Ohio.

* Shipmate magaz ine, December 1989






Lieutenant James E., Cashman (MC), USNR, receliving a Silver Star Medal from

Captain F. R. McCrary (C.0. NAS/Alameda) on 28 June 1943, Lieut. Cashman,

the Cushing's Medical Offlicer, was cited for his heroic conduct during the
Naval! Battle of Guadalcanal on 13 November 1942, (Official U,$.N. photo.)
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Source Arrived Date
707-2
17 Dec 41| San Francisco Pearl Earbor 24 Dec 41
28 Dec 41| Honolulu
1942; San Pedro 4 Jan 42
6 Jan 42 | San Pedro Pearl Harbor 13 Jan 42
18 Jan 42 Pearl Harbor Midway 22 Jan 42
28 Jan 42 Midway Pearl Earbor 2 Feb 42
7 ¥eb 42 | Pearl Harbor = San Francleco 19 Fedb 42
1l Aug 42 | San Francism Pearl Harbor 14 Aug 42
LOS55 OF CQUSHING: After soreeching transpo
Hov 42, depkrted Lunga Bay as|{lead ship o
number of ehemy ships did not! reach her.

Remeris

——

As of 1 Dec 41 CUSHING was attac
hed to DesDiv 10, DesRon 5, Pac
Flt; moored at Mare I. Havy Yard

Convoy escort; assumed afs patro
off P, H. On 28 Dec dropped 3
depth charges on enemy sub as in
d¢icated by sound contact and di-
ving plane; results negative.

A[S patrol off Midway,

Screening various units of TF 1
off the coast of California for
training exercises and patrol
duty.

Patrol and training exercisen
with units of TF 1.

Moored at Pearl Harbor when war
diary ends 30 Sep 42,

Participated in battle at Santa
Cruz I. on 26 Oct 42, BAYTLE
STAR AWARDED,

rts of TF 67 to Guadalcanal on 12
f TG 67.4. Reports of increasing

About 0200/13 Nov 3 DD's croesed
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Savo I. Approximately 70 men

Guadalcanal on 12 Nov, and the



















fn 1941 the 20-mm Oerlikon air-cooled machine gun began to replace the ,50-cal.
water-cooled machine gun as the Navy's standard |light antiaircraft weapon, (It
was also called a machine cannon because it fired explosive shells.) This ear-
ly Mark 4 version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two loaders.
When fitted with the Mark 14 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data, The Oerlikon had an ePfect ive range
of 1,600 yards and rired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute. (OPficial USN Photo.)







Guadalcanal and the Solomon Islands in World War 11!
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Noumea to Rabaul. (Courtesy Austral ian Wwar Memorial )

In the summer of 1942 the Solomon Islands, streaming 600 miles
southeast from New Britain (upper left), assumed a great strategic
Importance. For the Japanese, their seaplane base at Tulagi (center)
and the airfield they were completing on Guadalcanal formed part of a
defensive perimeter for their principal base at Rabaul. For the
United States, these bases in the lower Solomons threatened both her
supply Ilines to Australia and her advance bases In the New Hebrides
and on New Caledonia,

The decisive Guada/canal! Campaign began on August 7, 1942, when
the U.S. Marines seized both Tulagi and the airfield across the bay.
It ended six months later when the Japanese evacuated their remaining
troops.

The victory was truly a turning point in the Pac:ffc war. A
captured Japanese dacument read, "Success or failure in recapturing
Guadalcanal . . . is the FPork in the road which leads to victory for
them or for us." After the island was secured the Japanese offensive
was over, and the Allies began their long island-hopping march to
Tokyo Bay.

£, A. Wilde, Jr.
Fepruary, 1996






The alrcraft carrier U.5.5., Enterprlse (CV-6) (Capt. C. 8., Hardlson) and the other ships In Task Force 16
{RAdm. Thomas C, Klnkald) under attack by enemy planes at the Battle of the Santa Cruz lIslands on October

26, 1942, The U,S.S. Cushing (DD-376) (LCdr, E. N. Parker), part of the Inner-antisubmarine screen, shot
down one "sure’ and four "possible” of these planes durlng three attacks. She also rescued about twenty
pilots and air crewmen from friendly planes whlch had to ditch nearby from lack of fuel before they could

tand on the damaged Enterprise. {Official U,S8., Navy photograph.)
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LOGATION OF SHTP lat 8949 §; Long 167°17' E uy.s.s. CUSEING (DD376)
DATE October 26, 1942

NOTES

() REPER ATTACX FIRST - Then collect data for this report!

(b) Do not "Gun deck" this report - if data cannot be ertimated with
reastnable accuracy enttly dash in space for which no data is
avalleble,

(c) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after ectior is
completed with data avallable from ship's log, memory, and cone
sultation with ship's officers. Information is essential in
order that the effectiveness af our equipment can be determined.
Where data is of doubtful accuraoy f£ill in with general terms,
The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any way
to adversely affect the handling of equipment during action.

1.  SURPRISE ATTILE (fes or No) Ho

2. METHOD PICKING FLANE UP (Radar, binooulars, naked eye) Naked eye
(If by Redar state type of set) o —_——

S. Range PLANE WAS PICKED UP (50 miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less
S miles) less than & miles,

4. NUMEER OF PLANES 25 (estimated)

S. TYPE OF PLANE (Fighter, soout, dive-bomber) Dive-bomber
TYPE OF LTTACK _Diving

6. SPEED & ALTITUDE (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and
fast, high and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow)

—Eigh apd fest,
st 4 5v/38

7. GUNS FIRING Size 5ﬂésa & 2N Number & to 7 20LM
Method of comtrol o* Dir.cont. 886 of spotting_ NU SpovtIng

20 EM -~ Tracer
8. AMMUNITION EXPENDED_57/38 100 (epprox), 20 kM 2000 {approx).

9. PERCENT SERVICE ALLOWANCE EXPENDED_S"/38 8.6 (epprox}, 20mm 8.2(epprox,
10, APPROXIMATE TILE TRACKING TO FIRST SHOT Ship meneuvering radically
&na conscancly, firing at
1l. APPROCIMATE TIME OF FIRST HITS tergets &5 presented.
12, AFPROXIMATE TIME FIRST SEOT TO LAST SHOT (See 10.)
13. APPROXIMATE POSITION ANGLE CPEN FIRE (See 10.)

14, APPROXIMATE POSITION ANGLE CEASE FIRE (See 10.)




16, APPROXTMATE SEARING LAST SHOT (See 10.)
maimoxnmm RANGE FIRST SHOT (See 10.)
i___ .
«LB;'; APPROXTIMATE RANGE LAST SHOT _ (See 10.)
t;.w. LPPROLIMATE ALTITUDE BOMB RELEASE w——=—  TYPE BOMB = .
“aio. APPECKTMATE RANGE TCRPEDO RELEASE  we=e  SIZE TORPEDO
Qal. HITS ON SHIP None WAS SE IP STRAFED No STZE GUN =
&5 22, NO, NEAR BOMB MISSES Nohe _ CASUALTIES FROM NELR MISEES None

23. PILLYES SHOT DOWN = Sura 1 Possitls £ Damage .
By what size gun_ 20 WM [Total rﬂﬁﬁ.e—' ks)

24. DETAILS OF DAMAGE TO TARGET 3Y GUNFIRE IF AVAILABLE 411 shins
of the task force were firing at the sems tergets so that results
af _oyn shints £ire are unimown,

25. PERFORMANCE OF AMMUNITION (Excellent, good, bad, poor) Exceilent

26, PATTERN SIZES (Large, small, excessive)_(Sese 24.)

SKEICH
(a) Indicete dirsction of attack Trelative ship's hsad.
(b) Show relative pesition of sun. {c] Indicate own maneuvers,

Ship wes-maneuvering constantly, maintaining screening station
on carrier, firing from all angles.



DATE Qctober 26, 1942

NOTES

(a) HEPEL ATTACK FIRST - Then collect data for this report!

(b) Do not "Gun deck™ this report - if data cannot be srtimated with
Teasonable accuracy enter--dash in space for which no data is
available,

(c) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action is
coampleted with data available from ship's log, memory, and con-
sultetion with ship's officers. Information is essential in
order that the effectivenmess of our efjuipment cen be determined.
Whers data is of doubtful accuracy £411 in with general terms,
The obtaining of this information must not be allowed in any way
10 adversely affect the handling of equipment during actiom.

l. SURPRISE ATTACK (Yes or No) RNo

2., METHOD PICKING PLANE UP (Radar, binoculars, naked eye) Naked eye
(It by Rader state type of se%) ’

Renge PLANE WAS PICKED UP (5C miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less
S miles) _Legg than 5 miles,

4. NUMEER OF PLANES 20 {estimated).

S. TYPE OF PLANE (Fighter, scout, dive-bomber) Torpedo
TYPE OF ATTACK _ Torpedo

6. SPEED & ALTITUDE (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and
Tast, high and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow)

(4]
.

9
7. GUNS FIRING & to 7 2N  gize _ Number
Method of control 3” Dir.Gon.3erTese  of spotting Nome

20xM Tracer ocontroled.
8. AMMINITION EXPENDED_ 40 5m/38, 1000 20mm (epprozimate)

S« PZRCENT SERVICE ALLOWANCE EXPENDED_ #5v SaS, %20mn4sl (agproxz).

10. APPROXTMATE TIME TRACKING TO FIRST SHOT Ship meneuvering radically
and oonstantly, firing at

1l. AFPROXTMATE TIME OF FIRST EITS [SeelO) terget as presented,

12. AZFROIIMATE TIME FIRST SEOT TC LAST SEOT _ {See 10.)

13. AFPROXIMATE POSITION ANGIE CPEN FIRE _ (See 10.)

l4. APPROXIMATE POSITION ANGLE CEASE FIRE (See 10.)
-]




15,
17.
8.
19,
20,

2.
22,
23.

24.

25.
26,

APTROXTMATE BEARING LAST SEOT ({See 10.)

APPROXIMATE RANGE FIRST SHOT _(Ses 10,.)
APPROXTMATE RANGE LAST SHOT _{See 101)

APPROZTMATE ALTITUDE BOMB RFLFASE =se— TYPE BOMB_ wwe-
APPROXIMATE RANGE TORFEDO RELEASS_ w—ew  SIZE TORFED)_eame
EITS ON SHIp_ Noze WAS SH IP STRAFZD PosgiblySIZE GUN _e——

NO. NEAR BOMB MISSES Non CASUALTIZS FROM NEAR MISSES Nope

2
PLANES SHEOT DOWN Sura 1 Pos3ttis % Demaged P
By what size gun _2QAM {Total for 3 attacks)

DETATLS OF DAMAGE TO TARGET ZY GUNFIEE IF AVAILABIE 211 ships of

the task force firips at seme targets, so that regultg of owmn

ship's fire unimovm.
PERFORMANCE OF AMMUNITION (Excellent, goed, bad, poor) Excellent

PATTERN SIZES (Large, small, excessive)_ (See 24,)

SKETCH
{a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship’s head.

{b) Show relative position of sun. {c) Indicate own maneuvers.,

Ship was mansuvering constantly, meinteining screening station
on carrier, firing from all angles,
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LCCATION OF SHIPlat 8955' 8, Long 167°15' E  U.S.s. CUSEING (DD376)
DATE October 26, 1942

NOTES

(a) REPEL ATTACK FIRST - Then ¢ollect deta for this report!

(b) Do not "Gun deck™ this report - if data cannot be extimated with
reasooable accuracy entexr {dash in space for which no data is
available,

{c) These sheets are to be filled out immedimtely after ection is
campleted with data avallable from ship's log, merory, and con-
sultation with ship’s officers. Information is essential in
orter that the effectiveness of ocur eguipment can be determined.
Where data is of doubtful accuracy f£ill in with general terms,
The obtaining of this information must not be allcwed in any way
to adversely affect the handling of equipment during action.

1. SURPRISE ATTIOH (Yes or No] _ No

2, METHOD PICKING PLANE UP (Rader, binoculars, naked eye) Neked sye
(It by Radar state type of set) —e—-

S. Reange PLANE WAS FICKED UP (5C miles, 30 miles, 10 miles, less
S5 miles) legs then 5 mijes.

4. NUMBER OF PLANES __15(estimated)

S. TYFE OF PLANE (Fighter, scout, dive-bomber) Dive-bomber
TYPE OF ATTACK ___ Diving

6. OSPEED & ALTITUDE (High and fast, intermediate and fast, low and
fast, high and slow, intermediate and slow, low and slow)
i d fast
Double purpose o1/ o5 Four
7. GUNS FIRING I Size_20 MM Number & to 7
Method of comtrol §v Dir,Con.Berrage  of spotting HO SoOTviig
2011 Tracer control.

8+ AMUNITION EXPENDED_su/38 — 67(evorox), 20LL 1000 (epprox)

9, PERCENT SERVICE ALLOWANCE TZPENDED S5* 5.8, 20mm 4.1 {epproxz)

10, LPPROZIMATE TILE TRACKING TO FIRST SHOT Ship meneuvering radically
ana constenuly, firing at

11, APPROZIMATE TIME OF FIRST HITS (See 10,) targets as presented.

12. APFROXIMATE TIAE FIRST S30T TC LAST SscT  (See 10,)

13. APPROXIMATE POSITION ANGLE OFEN FIRE (See 101)

14. APPROXIMATE POSITION ANGLE CEASE FIRE (See 10.)
-1-




SEGLAYSITED

17. XPSROLIMATE RANCT FIAST SEOT (Ses 10.)

1E. ATPROXIMATE RANGE LAST SHOT (Sse 10.)

19. APPROLIMATE ALTZTUDE BOMB RELEASE == TYPE BCMB  =—w=
20, APPROAIVATE RANGE TCRTEDO REIEASE == SIZE TORFEDQ sw—-
2], EITS ON SHIP__None WAS SH IP STRAFED No SIZE GON_ eeeme
22, NO. NEAR BOMS MISSES Nome CASUALTIES FROM NELR MISSES Nome

23, FLANES SHOT DOWN = Sure 1 Poagibls 4 Damaged  smee—
By what size gun 20 mm (totel Tor 3 attacks)

24, DETATLS OF DAMAGE TO TARGET BY GUNFIRE IF AVATLABIE 411 ships of
ets, that results of own shintg

Lra s unlknown,
25. PERFORMANCE OF AMGUNITION (Excellent, good, bad, poor) Bxoellent

26. PATTERN SIZES (Large, small, excessive) (See 24.)

SEETCH
(a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head,
(b) Show relative position ef sum. {0} Indioate own mamsuvers.

Ship was mansuvering consiantly, meintaining gorsening staticm
on carrier, firing from all angles,.




Thls bomb missed the U.5.8., Enterprise (CV-6) at the Battle of the Santa Cruz [slands on October 26, 1942,
but two dlrect hits and a near mliss started several flres and caused conslderable damage. WIthln an hour,
however, she had the rlres under control and was able to resume recovering both her own alrcraft and those

(orriclal U,S. Navy photograph,)

of the U.S§.5. Hornet (CVv-8), which was aftlame and sinklng nearby.







U.S.5. Cushing (DD=376)

The Battlie of the Santa Cruz Islands, 26 October 1942

A Narrative by Vice Admiral Edward N. Parker, USN (Ret.)*
{Command ing Officer, 6 October-13 November 1942)

On the morning of 26 October the HORNET and ENTERFRISE launched searchs to
the N.W., and later launched air strikes against the enemy. I believe the
first strike fell short. They were refueled and relaunched.

But as the aborted first strike aircraft returned, one of the torpedo
planes (presumably out of gas) landed on the water on the starboard side of
the D/L PORTER (the flagship of COMDESRON 5). Very shortly thereafter the
PORTER was struck on her starboard side by a torpede, which immobilized her.
Other Destroyers went alongside and removed her people and fired another

torpedo into her and sank her.

The CUSHING was in the circular screen around the ENTERPRISE which at
this time was launching the second strike. About this time we saw that the
HORNET was under air attack. Then the Japanese dive bombers, followed by
torpedo planes, attacked the ENTERPRISE force.

This was the first time any of the Destroyer crews of our Squadron had
been subjected to a massive air attack. The ENTERPRISE went into a tight tumm
to starboard and stayed in the turn throughout the attack. At the time this
was believed to be the best defense of a Carrier against dive bomber and
torpedo plane attacks - and it worked fairly well for the ENTERFRISE, as she
suffered no torpedo hits, and only two bomb hits - one of which caused

difficulty in handling the returning aircraft.
But for the supporting ships, the Cruisers, Destroyers and the SOUTH

DAKOTA, most of whom - certainly, the Destroyers - had never been drilled in
this maneuver, it caused lots of maneuvering difficulties. All ships were
firing at the attacking aircraft with their 5" guns and 20mn.

An amusing but sad event during the attack was that a Japanese torpedo
plane, having launched his torpedo, flew across the CUSHING's bow at about the
beight of the bridge. Our forward 20mm, in perfect position to get him
JAMMED! One of our Signalmen was firing his .45 cal autamatic at the JAP -
who we plainly saw thumbed his nose at us. A most frustrating event.

During the torpedo attack, one of the Japanese planes caming through the
screen fram the west was hit by gunfire and landed on the forecastle of the
Destroyer SMITH. There is a whole: story about this event, but I remember only
that the plane left its torpedo on the SMITH's forecastle. They pushed it
over the side. That ended the SMITH's fall cruise to the South Pacific. A

* An unedited excerpt from the story of the last rive weeks in

the life of the Cushing written by Admiral Parker in 1982 and
revised in 1985, Bound copies were provided to Cushing sur-

vivors and their famil ies at the ship's 1985 reunion.
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bamb landed on the top of Turret #2 of the SOUTH DAKOTA, wounding Captain
Gatch who was on the bridge just above and behind the Turret.

As the attack ended we saw smoke fram the HORNET, and regeived word that
the ENTERPRISE had a bamb hit on the flight deck in the vicinity of the

forward elevator. . .
Qur attack planes were returning and the ENTERFRISE headed into the wind

to recover. Due to the damage to the HORNET, which was quite severe, the
planes of both groups tried to land on the ENTERPRISE, but because of her )
damage, landing was intermittent. Many planes, therefore, ended up landing in
the water as they ran out of fuel. Some of the HORNET group that landed on
the ENTERPRISE were quickly refueled and launched to fly to Noumea or Espiritu
Santo.

The Destroyers, including the CUSHING, followed along after the Carrier
picking up the aviators fram fighters, dive bombers and torpedo planes. The
fighters (one man) sank as soon as the plane was in the water; the dive
bambers floated a little while (30 to 90 seconds); the torpedo planes (three
men) floated long enough for the men to launch the rubber boat and the crew to
get into it.

The CUSHING picked up about 20 aviators, cleaned them up, fed thez.x and
let them get a good night's sleep. I talked with a mumber of them during the
evening. The way these rescues worked (for they were rescues!) the planes
would approach from astern, passing up our starboard side and put her down in
the water about 300 yards ahead of us. We would slow and try to sStop
alongside to pick up the men, then charge ahead, trying to catch up with the
ENTERPRISE. :

We sent the aviators over to the ENTERFRISE the next morning by
highline. (Later, while on Guadalcanal I met several of the ones who had been
aboard the CUSHING. They had flown their planes into Henderson Field to take
part in the strikes against the transports trying to bring reinforcements to
the beleaguered Japanese troops on the western end of the Island.

I did not see the end of the HORNET, but knew that she was so badly
damaged that she had to be sunk by torpedos fram our own destroyers when the
JAP fast battleships came into view against the setting sun.

But later information was that the HORNET was struck by two torpedos
which caused her to lose power, and by three bombs and two JAP planes which
crashed into her. (Kamikazes?)

The Japanese Carriers in this battle were the SHOKAKU and ZUIKAKU (which
had participated in the raid on Pearl Harbor and were in the Battle of the
Coral Sea) and a smaller Carrier the JUNYD. All three were so damaged by our
attacks that they had to return to Japan for repairs, and, were therefore
unable to support their surface Navy in the final efforts to drive the U.S.

out of Guadalcanal.
The Cruisers and Destroyers of the HORNET Group joined the ENTERPRISE

TASK FORCE, and we headed for Noumea, New Caledonia.
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The U.S.8, Cushing (DD-376) (LCdr,. Chr istopher Noble) upon completion of a brief refrit at the Mare
Isfand Navy Yard In July 1942, After being ritted with flre-control radar at Pearl Harbor In Sep-
tember she Jolned Task Force 16 and with her new gommand ing officer, LCdr. E. N. ("Butch®) Parker,
USN, partliclpated In two sea battles which turned the tide In the Paclflic war. In the Naval Bat-
tle of Guadalecanal she was the van destroyer In a column of thirteen ships which Intercepted a rar
super lor Japanese rorce and prevented it from carrying out Its misslon. The Cushing went down af-
ter riring her torpedoess at an enemy battieshlp and scoring many hits on a Japanese dastroyer with
her 5-Inch guns. She lost & offlcers and 66 men. (orricial U.S5. Navy photograph.)







ADYASCED NAVAL BASE

Al6-3 Cactua ~ Ringbolt Area
16 Sovembar 1542
Froa: Comzanding Officer, U.S.S. CUSHING (DD375)
To: Cozmmandar in Chief, Paclfic Fleat
Yia: (1) Cozmandar Destroyer.Diviélon b oty |

(2) Comzander Task Group 67.4

Sub ject: Report of Engagemeat off Sa.fo Island on lovenber
13, 1942 and destructlion of the U.S5,S. CUSIIERG

Befererca: (a) U.S, Kavy Ragulations, 1920, Ariicles 712,
814, B874(6)
{v) .0, CUSEIE: Ltxr, P3-1 datod Novezder 13, 1942,
to ComSerFor3oPac

l. The U.S,S. GUSEING, with Commander Destroyar Diviaion
TEN embarksd, as a part of Task CGroup 67.4 (Hear Admiral Callahan)
was enzaged with a Japanese force south sast of Savo Islard, Solomon
Islands, at about 0145, November 13, 1942, As a result of the enzage-
mant, the CUSEIEG was haavily hilt, stopped, gutted by fire, and

abardoned at about 0315 the same day about Lat., $9-11 § Longitude
1520 557 E,
2. All records were lost with tha ship 30 that this report

has besn drawvn up from the recollectlon of the Cozzanding Officas,
surplensnted by information froa other surviving officers ead mea,

3. The CUSEIEG was the lesading ship of the battle
disposition of Task Group 67.4 which consisted of a coluan a3 follows!
CUSEING, LAYFEY, STERETT, O'BARNON, ATLANTA, SAN FRANCISCO (CT2 67.4)
PORTLAND, HELENA, JUNSAU, AAEON WARD, BARTON, MONSSEZN, FLETCEEI, The
crevw of the QUSEING were at Genaral Quarters Statiors and oz the
alert prior to first contact with enexy forces. All parts of the
Ship's artaneat were in opsrating condition and ready to open fire,
Tha ¥D Eader installed bty the Mavy Tard, Pearl Harbor, early in
Octobar 1942, bkad never opsrated im a ccasisiexztly satiefactory
mannar ard was rot considered rallable,

Commander Destroyer Divislon TEN bad thersfore, with
pernissisn of Comrandsr Task Croup 67.4 ordared ths LAFTEY to use |
ite FD Radar and the O'BANNCN its SCG Badar for search purposes,



4, Upon coapletlon of lendirz operations by tha transports
of Task Force 67 off Guadalcanal at about 1815 on Hovembar 12, 1942, Task
Group 67.4 covered the ratlremant of the tranaports to ths eastward into
Indispeasable Strait, after which the Task CGroup reversad course and
rroceeded westward aloag the north coast of Guadslcanal Island paasing
through Lengo Ctannal, At about 0130 after passing Lurza Polnt coursa
was laid at 290° trus haading toward the passage betwaen Capa Esperacnce
and Savo Island. At gbout 0140 the HELEXA reporied radar contact with two nnl-
dentified ships baaring 310° true dlstance 30,000 yards, which placed these
ships abou! mldway in the passage batwesn Caps Esparance and Savo Ialand,
After thls report C.T.G. 67.4 ordered course changed to 3100 true. A
faw mozeats later the HELENA reported three ships bearing 3129 trus,
distance 23,000 yards, courss 1050 trma, epesad 23 kmots., Our formaiion
epeed was 18 kzots. C.T.G. 67.4 ordersd course changed to 000° 4rue szd
the CUSEING led the column arourd to this new courss. Shortly after
steadying on course Sorth, thres ships were sightsd crossing the
CUSZISG'S bow from port to starboard., Thess wers reported to CTO 67.4
by volce radlo,

5. Tae CUSHING changed couras to the left and prezared %o
fire torpedces and guns at the enemy ships, but the enecy ships first
slghted were evidently destroysrs and were observed to be turning away.
A larze shlp was then sizhted on the starboard bow headed about eastward
aad several large enezmy ships were sizhted to port fairly close aboard,
C.T.G, 67.4 ordered tha course malntained at 000° and the CUSHING came
back to this course and opened fire to starbsard at what is believed to
have bsen a destroyer, range about 2,000 yards, This ship (destroyer)
was vory hzavily kit by gunfire froa the CUSHIEC and was not obsarved to

return the fira,

6, At tkis noment a larze ship wvas 4llumipated (by othar ships)
on our port slde aad taken under fire by the ships astern of the CUSZIXG,
It was seen to b2 a battleshipy of either the FUSO or X0¥°0 clasa, Whan
first sighted target angle on the B3 was about 020, ranze inaide of
1,000 yaords., The Battleship was belng repeatedly kit by our cruisers or
destroyers and many shells were seen strikxing ths towerinz foremast
structure and supsrsiruciurs, Flre was opened on this battilaship by
our 202z machina guns and oma (1) torpedo fired at i1t from nusber 2
oount, The crew of number 2 tubs mount were thea wounded so that mo
furthsr torpedoss were fired, The torpedo was not odbserved to hit, The
Battlechlp then passed through our forward destroysr colum astern of the
LAFFEY, A fow nimutes later a battleship was observed on our starboard
guarter heading toward the CUSEING., This waa thought to bs the same one
as previously observed, The CUSEING had been hit and was loosing hesdway,
Six (6) torpedoes were fired at tho battleship, ranze sbout 1200 yards,



speed 20 to 23 knots, and shartly tharsafter threa (3) torpsio
explosicns were heard end at least ons large column of water was obssrved
on the starboard sids of the battleship,

7. Before firinz torpedoes tha CUSHING had besn hit by a
salvo froa a destroyer on our port slde, and then was h=avily hit by
gunfirs froa both starboard and port sidas, Withln thesa few ninutes
tha followlngz damage was sustained:

1 Eit (6" or 8") in Fasrgency Badlo and Hachine Shop,
killinz the majority of ths aftar repalr party,
hittizg lubricating oll storags tank in Enzinsroom and
settinz aff 20mm rsady anwmnition on after Deck Eouse.

X Mad, Cal. hit in muzber 1 Firercoa, putting both
blowers out of commission, rupturinz auriliary stean
lins acd startinz a fira,

1 Hed, C21, hii on o, 1 5" gu=,

1 Hsd, Cal, hit on Mo, 2 5" gun,

1 Med, Cal. hit on No. 4 5% gun,

1 Med. C3l. hit urdsr Ko, 3 5" gun.

1 Hed, Cal, hit on Director, putting it ont of comaission,

) Mad, Cal, hit.in the slde aft,, causing fire in After
magazinas and after living compartasnts, After
magazines were flooded {Commamdirz OZficer was motifisd
that the after maga=inas ware afire but could not ba
flooded,

1 Hed, Cal, hit in uptalkss of pumber 2 Firsroom (It
was probably the effects of this hit tkhat cauced the
loss of feedwnter to No, 2 Flreroon.)

1 Hed, Cal. bit ia superstructure near Coxmmarding Officer’s
Statercosz, :

Possibly, thers wers other hits at this time. In
&ddition the ship was raksd by machine gun fire and
ersoanal casualties from this sourcs is belisved to

havs been hsavy.

All powar on ths ship was lost and the beller in pucber 2 firaroom burned
up due to lack of faed water, (It was reported to the Commandinz Officer at
this tize tbat nmumber 2 firerocom was flooded.) Stearing was ehifted to
hand and ths ship coasted for s ehkort tlme and then stopped, dead in the
water, Ths Maln Enginad had lost lubrication soxme time dbefore tha ship
stopped ard all bearings had probably been wiped,

8. For a period of sbout fiva (5) minutes no ezexy ships ware
firing at the CUSEIEG, Durlnz this poriod all fires except the one bslow
decks Aft were extingulshed or gotten undsr control. The situation though
serious, dld not appear 1insoluble, and 1t was hopad that the ship could

ba gotter underway again. While thus lying to torpedoes were fired by
local control, under the dlirection of the Zxecutive Officer, as follows:



2 (all rezalning) froz Nuwber 1 mount and 1 from

puzber 2 nount at what appsared to be transports to

port at a ranzs of about 4,000 yards, usinz a lead

anzle of about 159, o

The remalning two (2) torpedoss of ths Ship's armament were
in pumbar 2 mount (port) and were ordered mot fired dus to the Possibility
that the ships to port wers friasndly,

9. During thls qulet period the Comzanding Officer ocbssrved the
SAY TRANCISCO oa the CUSHING'S port bow in heavy gun ection with enary
shlps of unimown type, end also one of our destroysrs to its starboard in
action with first ons and than two enemy ships, This deatroysr was
observed to hit one of her oppoments a nuzxber of timas bafore beinz
herself heavily kit in ths cross—firs,

10, After thla approximately five mimute period during which np
ehots were fired at the CUSHING & three stack Japanese 1lizht crulser
illu=inated the shlp Zrom the starboard side and opensd fire at a range
of sbout 2,000 yards, A second Japansse ship (probably a destroyer) also
openad fire on the ghlp from or the starboard gquarter, As all 5" guas
were out of commissiorn and no torpsdoes could be fired to starboard only
20om mackina guns could be fired in reply, At this tima the CUSEING was
further hit as follows!

1 Hed, Cal, ir No, 1l OCun Crew Shelter

1 Hed, Cal., in Chart Houas,

1 Hed, Cal. in Yardroom Officer's Stateroom country.

1 Hed, Cal, ir Wardroom (Xilling many wounded who were N
thers under trsatmeat) '

1 Had, Oal. in Galley starting a fire.

1 Hed, Cal. in After Deck Eouse,

1 Med. Cal. by 35" Searchlighs,.

There probably ware several othsr hits at this time,

11, Wnile under this fire with no adesquata reply possible, the
Cozzanding Officer left the bridgzs and gave orders to abardon ship. Both
boats arnd thres 1ifar=fts had been destroysd, but four liferafts wars able
to get clear of the shlp carrylng many wounded, The Commanding Officar
from the main dsck investigatsd ths possidilitiss of firing any torpedoes
at the enemy ehips firing, but the only unfired torpsdoes wers two (2)
in nunber two tubs mount (port) and there were no targets on that sidae,

The Cormanding Officer then started on an investigation of the ship. About
this time the two enexmy ships ceased firing and turmed out their searchlihts

12, Only a fav live men were left aboard and thsse wers all
wonnded, A fire was durning in the gun crew sheltsr of nuxmbsr 2 gun and



anotker sxzll fire around number 1 gun craw ghaltar, Saocks was pouring
out of the hatches of tha efter livinz comzartaaats, but no flazs could
be eeen. Tazre was a fire in ths galley passageway. 7The Comnandinz
Officer gathared a small crew of wounded nsn to fight ths fires, bul
before eny concertad effort could be started, the fire in rumber 2 gun
crew sheltar kad started the anmuritioa burninz and a tressndous fire
broks out in that part of the ship, recdsrinz impaazsible all actlon
forward., A liferaft than returnad to tke ship ard JORMSON, E.W., EMlc,
U3H, returned abeard. The woundad nmea wera put aboard the liferafi

acd it was shoved off from the ship, With tha assistancs of JOMNSOSN,

the Commanding Officer then checked to sas that all depih charzas wers
on M3AFE" and again inspacted the eccessible parts of the skip to see

1f any steps could be taken to help the situation, It was hopad trat
station on the ship could be malntainad uatil daylizht, Howsver, the
burstina of proJectlles and movemsat of fire aft to the ready anmunition
of 5 exd #4 machins zuns by nuzber 2 stack mada orzseace in the aftar
rart of the ghlp exireaely hazardouws, a=d 1% wes thouzht thai the after
magazines would blow wp at nny moment, The Commanding Officer camsidsred
that his contipued prssance aboard tke ship served no usaful purpose

and tharafore at 0315 along with JOHTSON, E.W., EMic, and ona othar man took
to ths water. At this time ths whole forward part of the ship was a tower-
irg plonacle of fire savaral kundred feest in tha elir ard 5" ard 20mm
projectiles were explodinz continually, O©il was durnminz on the watar
alonzside the starboard sldas forward., ©Tha raady smrunition by Nusher 2
stack was afire and exploding, Tkars was a fire balow decks aft,

13, Ths ship turnsd continunally with fregment larze explosiona
until about 1700 on the eftérnoon of llovember 13%th, when zccordinzs to tha
stateaent of Lieut. Col. Willlam J, Fox, USMC., obs2rvingz froa Guadalcanal,
thoare was a large exploslon and th2 skip disappearad. Alr sasrch the
morning of Hovember l4th, 1942, found wreckage, but mo sign of the CUSEING,

14, All conflidentlal pudlications, codes, etc., ware on the
bridge or 1a the cedinz room sbaft the chart houss, below tne bridzae.
This saction of the ship was exveloped in a tremendous fire for a period
of about (4) hours, as personally observed by the Commanding O’ficer,
so that there can be 1little doubt but that all were coaplstely dastrozed.,

1s. A larze nuaber of dead were observed abecerd ship, but
individual iderntification was not mde, One hundred and elzghiy-nine
(189) men ard deven (11) officers were plcked up by boats from the
Advancad Faval Base at Guadalcanal, apd one {1) mar dy boat, from "ula.gi.,

Florida Island, B.S.I, Of these six (6) officars and sixty-three (63)
man wers wou.nd.ad and of these ten (10) of the men dia2d of their wounds
after arrival at tha hosplital on Guadalcansal.

16, Baferencs (b) lists the pames of known dead and of all
known survivors, & copy of which has bean forwarded separately to the
Chief of tha Bursau of FPersoncel, Navy Department, Washington, D, C.



17. After beirg picked up by a boat from the Advancad Naval
Base, Cuadalcaral, the Commanding Officar assistad in plcking up
Cozzandesr T. Murray Stokes, Commandar Destroyar Divigion ¥, from a
liferaft. After conferring, it was decidad to requast the U.S,S,
POATIAND, which ship was nsar at hand, to gink the CUSHING, This was
done by sszaphors signal froxm the boat. Upon arrival at Cactus,
Cozzander Destroysr Division TEN requested ths Commanding Officer of
the Naval Actiritles, Cactus-Ringbolt Area, to sink the CUSZING,

18, The conduct of all officers and men was of the vary highest
caliber, The parsomnel of ths CUSHIKG exhibitad bravery and steadinsss
undsr keavy enamy firo and fortltude when severely wounded, Tha

Cozmanding Officer conslders that the followinz Officers and men are
particularly to Ye commendad for the excellent condmet and the example
they set for athars:

Lisuterant Commarder Berpard ¥, Freund, U.S.W.
Exacutive Ozficer

Lisutszant (jg) James E, Caskman, (KC) U.S.H,.R,
Lieutenant (jg) Seymour D, Buchazkin, U.S.1.E.
EBS’.@ J. L. Tﬂst&. U.S.N.B.

ADAMS, F, B, CMM, U.S.H.
JOEN30H, E.¥., E{le, U.8.X,
EVANS, C.¥., TH2e, U.S.XN.
Sawenlevsky, Walter, Q¥le, U.S.N,
STROBY, ¥.¥., SM2e, U.S.N,

KNOX, William T,, WT2c, U.S.N,
SAVAGE, D.W,, ccsta(as), U.S.K,
WATZINS, J.C., CS4(AA), U.S.5,

19, It 1s believad that the folloving dameze was inflicted
ty the U.S,S, CUSEIXG on the exemy before the ship was put out of action:

(a) Toree (3) torpedo hits on a battleship believed
to be of the FUSO class. -

¥Correction: Actually was the "HIEI" of the KONGO class

(b) A largze pusber of 5" hits on a Japanese destroyar of
unknown class, A largs explosion was observed on the
enay ship and no gunfire was observed from the ship,

It is reported that there are & muzber of Japaness survivors at
Guadalcanal who stated they were from m destroyer that was sunk without

firing a shot. '

(c) A number of 20mm mackins gun hits on a hattleship,
a crulser and several other ships, probably destroyers,

20. There are a larga number of experienced destroyer pereonnel

-

remalnirng from the CUSHING, Morale of the survivors high and it is
the recomzendation of the Commandinz O2ficer that thig spirit can bast
be utilized for the benefit of the Navy by using th7/man 88 & nucleou s

craw for a new destroyer.
gﬂuhu( \Y o

E. E, PAUxER
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LOSS OF USS CUSHING .

USS CUSHING WAS LOST IN BATTLE OF
GUADALCANAL 5 CRUISER NIGHT ACTiON
12-13 NOVEMBER 1942 , WAS UNIT OF
TASK GROUP 67.4.
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DEASS; FE ED 15 Hovember 1242.

Froat The Comwanding Officer, U.S.8. CU3HING,
Tot Becretary of the Navy.
Via: Commender Lestroyer Division Ten.

Commander U.S, Navel Forses,; Bouth Pacfio,
Comnander in Chief, Pacific Fleet.

Subjoot? U.8.8. CUSHING; 1loss of.
Reference! {a)u.S. Navy Regulaticns, 1920, Article 841.

1. In ecoordance witk rsference {a) it is reported
that the U.5.8, CUSHING was lost due 10 enemy =ctloh on November
12, 142, wbout two miles to the southegst of Savo Island, 5.5.1,
at adout Latitude 099-11!' Bouth, Longitude 1559-55' East,

2. The CUSHING wae hneavily hit by eneay fire =t about
0230, November 13, 17242, and was stopped, lying dezd in tne water
witil no rower on tne ship., B8nortly thereafter the ship agaln came
under hsavy enemy fire to whioh no zdequate reply oould bs mede,

@ At about 0220, while under fire, the Com:uianding
Officsr ordered that the ship be -abzndoned, anid gboutl one hslf
tns orew(wno were unwounded)and over sixty-five woundled wen and
8lx wounded znd four unwounded officers left the ehip.

4, Due to the enemy fire the ehlp eomuenced to burn

furlously forward, spreading -ft. There was alco a firs below
dzcis &f%.

5. At about 0318, The Comaanding CfPficer left tre
galyr snd bzlleves that he was the last man off the ship.

5. Tha CUSHING burnsd the day of th= thirtisnth until
;oout .7C0 when es reportvd by Lieutenant-Jolonel Willi=m J. Fox,
y 4,6,, observing from Guadalecan:l, tiaere was a large explosion
at the loczticon of the CLSHING an;cold alr moved in on the w-ter;
no furtn2r elgn of the chip being szen, Alr sezrch from this ares
on trg aarning of November l4th, fecund =wreokase but no sign ofthe

ship.

7. As a recult of the lose of thne CUZHIYC, the follow-
ing perzonnel cszsuzltles occurred:

Qfflcerst <) Unwounded survivors
6 Wounded survivoers

1 Dead (Known)
5 Missing (Including probable deaths)






pEcLASSIEIED

3+ loas of.
Men: 127 Unwounded survivors.
56 Wounded survivors.

10 Died of wounds ashore,
(about 53 Missing (includes probabls debhs)

Total 246

E. N. PARK:R

ADVANC -D NAVAL BAST
Cactus - Ringbolt

19 November 1942,

From: Commander Destroyer Division T&N.
: Secretary of the Navy.
Via: Commander U.S. Naval Forces, South Pacific.
Commandsr in Chief, Pacific Fleet.
Subjact: U.S.3. CU3SEING; 1loss of.
1. Forwarded.

T. M. STOKES.
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The Japanese | ight cruiser Nagara departing Kure, Japan in 1938, After the
Cushing was heavily damaged and powerless from previous action on 13 Novem-
ber tSu42, this vessel circled her at close range and fired salveo after sal-
vo Into the defenseless U.S. destroyer when she was dead in the water, The
5,170=ton Nagara was armed with seven 5.5-inch guns and eaight 2u4-in, torpe-
do tubes, She was sunk on 7 August 194l by the U.S. submarine Croaker (SS-
2u8) on her rirst patroi. {Naval Historical Ctr,/Wash[ngton Navy Yard.)







E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
10 August 1994

The Naval Battle of Guadalcanall
12-15 November 1942

Vice Admiral Edward N. "Butch” Parker's story2 of the five
wveeks in the | ife of the U.S.S. Cushing (DD-376) when he com-
manded that ship in the fall of 1942 includes three congratula-
tory messages sent to all the participants in this battle, Un-
fortunately, those who most deserved the high praise and expres-
sions of gratitude - the wounded survivors and those who died -
never saw them.

From Command ing General tst Marine Division (General Alex-
ander A. Vandegrift):

"THE MARINES ON CACTUS (code name for Guadalcanal ) LIFT
THE IR BATTERED HELMETS IN DEEPEST ADMIRATION.'

* & ¥ & 5 & & Ew

From Commander South Pacific Force (Admiral Wwill!iam F.
Halsey):

"TO THE SUPERB OFFICERS AND MEN ON LAND, ON SEA, IN THE
AIR AND UNDER THE SEA WHO HAVE PERFORMED SUCH MAGN IF ICENT
FEATS FOR QUR COUNTRY IN THE LAST FEW DAYS X YOU HAVE
WRITTEN YOUR NAMES IN GOLDEN LETTERS ON THE PAGES OF
HISTORY AND WON THE UNDYING GRATITUDE OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN
X MY PRIDE IN YOU IS BEYOND EXPRESSION, NO HONOR FOR YOU
COULD BE TOO GREAT X MAGNIFICENTLY DONE X GQD BLESS EACH
AND EVERY ONE OF YOU X TO THE GLORIOUS DEAD: HAIL HEROES!
REST WITH GOD X SIGNED HALSEY"

& & & N NN NN ES

From Commander in Chief Pacific (CINCPAC) (Admiral Ches-
ter W. Nimitz) to COMSOPAC (Admiral Halsey):

"WE HAVE ADMIRATION BEYOND EXPRESSION FOR THE UNSWERVING
OFFENSIVE SPIRIT OF YOUR FIGHTING FORCES AND THEIR ABILI-
TY TO STRIKE DOWN THE ENEMY WHILE ABSORBING HI1S BLOWS X
WE REGRET DEEPLY THE LOSSES YOU HAD TO TAKE, BUT THEY
WERE GLORIOQUSLY NOT IN VAIN."

L EE JNE JEE SNE JNE BEE JEN 2NN BN BN

! Eartier cailed "Third and Fourth Battles of Savo lsland” or
"Battle of the Solomons.”

2 written by Adm. Parker in 1982 and revised in 1985, Forty
coptes of his pamphlet were distributed at the Cush:ng's 1985
reunion, and six additional copies were sent by him to widows
and survivors for whom he had addresses. A copy is on file at
the Ships! Histories Branch, Naval Histor ical Center, Washing-

ton, D.C..






U.SOSC Cushfng (00-376)
The Naval Battle of Guadalcanal; November 12=15, 1942

L. 8. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE
Cactus—Ringbolt Area

Precedence

Channel No.
PARACHRASE SELRET

CINCPAC RISHES TCO CONCRATULATE ALL WHO TOOK PART IN THE BARTLE
OF LAST EVENING X ALSO ALL YOUR SHIPMATBS IN THIS VICINITY
EXTEND THEIR CONBRATULATIONS TO YGU ON YOUR GREAT FIGNT X YOU
HAVE DONE A GREAT DEAL OF DAMAGE TO THE ENEKY AND MADE T
FEASIBLE FOR OUR SHIPS, SUBHARINES AND AIRCRAFT NOT YET ENGABED
70 MEEY AND DELIVER WORE DAMAGING BLOE‘S/JI-' HE ENEMY ,

COP{E8 TO:ATLANTA
COMDEED(V 4¢
LAFFEY AUTHENT | CAT

MONSSEN DANJEL HARRIS .
HoNSa! N RIS,ENSIGN, USNR
TOR DATE 414 NOVEMBER 4 9 ¢£o Cwo RELEASE
Origimator Action Information
RDO COMSOPAC
HONOLULU
Time Groupd 324

Editor!s Note:
This is a message from Admiral C, W. Nimitz (Commander in Chief

Pacific Fleet) to Admiral W, F, Halsey (Commander South Pacific
Force) following the surface action on the night of 12-13 No=-
vember 1%42. All five of the ships |isted for copies were lost

in this battle.
£E. A, ¥ilde, Jr.
February, 1996






The Naval Battle of

(Guadalcanal

ince 7 August 1942, when U.S. Marines landed
ar Guadalcanal in the southern Solomons, Im-
perial Japanese General Headquarters had de-
termined to eject the invaders—the first threat

to the integrity of its defensive perimeter—and

bring the island back under Japanese control. The result-
ing contest attained a duration, intensity, and cost that
neither side could have foreseen. Ar stake, as both soon
came to realize, was more than possession of a sweltering,
disease-ridden, singularly inhospitable South Seas island;
the real objective was no less than the strategic initiative
in the Pacific,

For months, the outcome of the struggle hung in a pre-
carious balance. Later in the war, when the U.S. Navy had
won command of the sea, it could isolate islands on which

. - . * . . . . . - - - - . .

In November 1942, successpud U.S. cruiser, atreraft, and
baztleship actioms represented a turning poinc in the Pacific.

landings were made. This was nor the case at Guadalcanal,
where command of the sea changed at sunrise and sunset.
During the day, U.S. aircraft exercised it from Henderson
Field, the airstrip the Marines quickly established on the
island. After dark, it belonged to what U.S. forces called
the Tokyo Express—Japanese ships that steamed down the
Slot through the Solomons to land troops and supplies and
to bombard Henderson Field. U.S. surface forces challenged
these noctumal forays successfully at the Battle of Cape
Esperance in October and the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal
in mid-November, and less successfully at the Bartle of Tas-
safaronga lacer that month.

But before and after these clashes, the Tokyo Express
ran on schedule, subject only to interference from U.S. pa-
trol boats and the need to be well on its way back up the
Slot by daybreak. Besides night surface actions immediately
offshore, two inconclusive fleet actions took place between
carrier forces: the Battle of the Eastern Solomons in Au-
gust and the Barttle of the Santa Cruz Islands in October.
On more than one occasion, only a single carrier was avail-

“NEHT ACTION O SAVOL 14 ROVIESBER 142" BY DWICHT SHEFLIN /U8, HAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER

UNITED STATES NAVAL INSTITUTE

Naval History - May/June 1995






able to support the defense of
Guadalcanal, and U.S. leaders
considered the possibility that it
might become necessary to evac- * savo

uate the island. 1415 NOV ISLAND
Fortunately, the Japanese Army

consistently underestimated che | __ N

number of Marines and soldiers ==y ¥

ashore by 50% to 70%. Conse-

quently, the 30,000 troops landed

in detachments fed three succes-
sive attempts to overrun Hen-
derson Field—in late August,
mid-September, and late Octo-
ber—rather than massing for one
great artack. Psychologically, the
turning point occurred on 18 Oe-
tober, when pugnacious Vice Ad-

GUADALCAN

was Rear Admiral Norman Scott,
the victor at the Battle of Cape
Esperance. Abe's raiding group
consisted of the battleships Hiei
and Kirishima, light cruiser Nagara,
and 14 destroyers. Radar contact
was made ar 0124. Eiring began at
virtually point-blank range—less
than a mile—at 0145, and the op-
posing formations held head-on
courses to pass through one an-
other in the fiercest, most con-
fused melee since Tegerthoff led
his flying wedge into the [talian
fleet off Lissa in 1866. Callaghan
and Scorr were killed early in the

- miral William F. ‘Bull' Halsey
took over as head of the South Pacific forces. an appoint-
ment applauded throughout his new command. Objectively,
it came on 12-15 November, in the three interlocking ac-
tions that comprised the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal.

Like the majority of engagements in the Guadalcanal
campaign, the naval battle had its origins in a Japanese
plan to reinforce the island—in this case, with 10,000 men
in highspeed transports escorted by a destroyer force led by
Rear Admiral Raizo Tanaka, the Tokyo Express's in-
domitable engineer. These troops were to land on Guadal-
canal during the nighet of 12-13 November, while a raid-
ing force commanded by Vice Admiral Hiroaki Abe
pounded Henderson Field and the Marine positions around
it. By coincidence, rwo heavily escorted U.S. transport
groups under Rear Admiral Richmond Kelly Tumer reached
the island on 11 and 12 November. On the 12th, air pa-
trols reported powerful enemy forces moving toward
Guadalcanal, obviously with the intention of attacking the
airfield and the transports, if present. Tumer seized the op-
portunity to prepare a surprise. As soon as his transports
had put to sea, he dispatched the cruisers and most of the
destroyers in their support group to intercept the incruders
off Guadaicanal. The enemy formation—correctly believed
to include two batteships—presented the home team with
heavy odds.

Cruiser Night Action, |13 November

The force Tumer had deployed numbered 13 vessels:
the heavy cruisers Pordand (CA-33) and San Francisco
{CA-138), light cruisers Atlanta (CL-51), Helena (CL-50),
and Juneau (CL-52}, and eight destroyers. In command in
the flagship San Francisco was Rear Admiral Daniel J.
Callaghan. Also present, flying his flag in the Atlanta,

LR action, which lasted barely a quar-
: L-' s LA»-'-“,C"ﬂ ter-hour. At its end, the Japanese
v ans  withdrew without having shelled

Henderson Field, and Tanaka's transports were ordered
back into the Shortland Islands, midway up the Slot. Sunk
or sinking were the Atlanta and four U.S. and two Japan-
ese destroyers. The Hiei, slowed by at least 30 large-caliber
hits, was left behind with three destoyers artending her.

Dawn and U.S. aircraft found the Hiei only a few miles
from Guadalcanal. Repeated bomb and torpedo runs added
o her misery, and around sunset she became the first Japan-
ese bartleship to be sunk in World War I[. The day’s ac-
tion was not entirely to the Imperial Navy’s disadvanrtage,
however. Torpedoes from the submarine I-26 claimed the
damaged Juneau as the U.S. force retited from the bartle
area, and shortly past midnight two heavy cruisers of Vice
Admiral Gunichi Mikawa's Eighth Fleet, called into play
that moming, pasted Henderson Field.

Air Action, 14 November

Tanaka's convoy set out for Guadalcanal for a second
time at 1300 on 13 November. At first light U.S. recon-
naissance flights spotted his transports and desmoyers head-
ing roward the island and Mikawa's cruisers moving away
from it. In the ensuing air attacks one of Mikawa's six cruis-
ers was sunk and three others damaged, one severely, while
six of Tanaka’s 11 transports were destroyed and another
hit so badly that it had to tum back. His losses notwith-
standing, Tanaka pressed on roward Guadalcanal.

Battleship Night Acdon, 14-15 November

Meanwhile, U.S. and Japanese commanders had been
reaching decisions that precipitated the climax of the Naval
Battle of Guadalcanal. Late on 13 November, Halsey or-
dered the carrier Enterprise (CV-6) task force to send its

GREAT SEA BATTLES OF WORLD WAR Ii
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heavy gunfire unic into the cauldron. The surface action
group thus formed under Rear Admiral Willis A. Lee
consisted of the new bartleships South Dakota (BB-57) and
Washington (BB-36) and four destroyers. On the Japanese
side, Vice Admiral Nobotake Kondo, commanding the
Combined Fleet's Advanced Force, made plans to support
the landing of Tanaka's transports by attacking Henderson
Field. The formation assembled under his personal com-
mand comprised the battleship Kirishima, heavy cruisers
Atago (flag) and Takao, two light cruisers, and nine de-
stroyers. These deployments set the stage for the first and
next-to-last time in the Pacific war that bactleships fought
their own kind.

The action opened with 16-inch salvas from the U.S.
dreadnoughts at 2317. By the time it ended approximately
an hour and a quarrer later, the South Dakota had been
heavily damaged, two U.S. destroyers had been sunk,
and a third was slowly sinking; but the Kirishima and a
Japanese destroyer had taken such punishment that they
had to be scuttled, and Kondo's force was retiring. Al-
though it had not hammered the airfield, it had cleared
the way for Tanaka, who ran his four surviving trans-
ports ashore on Guadalcanal at 0400. Of the 10,000 men
intended to reinforce the island, 2,000 had reached it. In

view of the opposition encountered, the delivery of these
troops is a testimonial to the fighting spirit of the Impe-
rial Navy. At a cost of two battleships, a heavy cruiser,
and three destroyers, however, this was a testimonial the
Japanese could ill afford. Thereafter, the problem of con-
veying troops to Guadalcanal was overshadowed by the
increasingly intractable one of supplying those already
there. On 12 December, the navy formally recommended
abandoning the struggle for the island, and on the last day
of the year Imperial General Headquarters directed a staged
evacuation, which took place on 1-8 February 1943. In
the words of a Japanese document captured some time
earlier, “Success or failure in recapturing Guadalcanal
- - . is the fork in the road which leads to victory for them
or for us.” For Japan, the fork led to defeat. The U.S. Navy
was about to begin its long march across the Pacific ro
Tokyo Bay. 4 ¢

For further reading: Paul S Dull, A Bactle History of the Imperial
Japanese Navy, 1941-1945 {Annapolis, MD: Naval Insntuce Press,
1978); David C. Evans, ed., The japanese Navy in World War II: In the
Words of Former Japanese Naval Officers, second edition (Annspolis,
MD: Naval lnstitute Press, 1986); Samue! Eliot Morison. History of
United States Naval Operations in World War I, Vol. V: The Sorgple
for Guadalcanal {Boston: Lictie, Brown, 1975).

UNITED STATES NAVAL INSTITUTE






The Naval! Battle of Guadalcanal, 12-13 November 1942

A Narrative by Vice Admiral Edward N. Parker, USN (Ret. )%
{Command ing Off icer, 6 October-13 November 1542)

Within a day or two the CUSHING and Des Div 10 put to sea with a Task
Force of Cruisers and Destroyers to cover the movement of a Transport Division
carrying Army troups into Guadalcanal to relieve the Marines, who had been
fighting there since early August. Off Guadalcanal this Force was joined by
another under the command of Rear Admiral Norman Scott, to form the Force
camanded by Rear Admiral "Handscme' Dan Callaghan in the Heavy Cruiser SAN
FRANCISCO, with Rear Admiral Norman Scott in the A.A. Cruiser ATLANTA, Heavy
Cruiser PORTLAND, Light Cruiser HELENA and A.A. Light Cruiser JUNEAU, and
8 Destroyers: CUSHING, LAFFEY, STERREIT, BUCHANAN, WARD, BARTON, MONSSEN and
FLETCHFR. (Note, Rear Admiral Callaghan's previous duty assigrment had been
as the Naval Aide to President Rooseveit.)

We arrived off Guadalcanal early in the morning of 12 November and Des
Div 10 set up an anti-sutmarine screen off a beach to the east of the regular
beach (Lunga Point) of Guadalcanal to cover the landing there of an Amy
Ranger Battalion which was to sweep the Japanese out of the area to the east
of Henderson Air Field. With that task campleted, we joined the rest of the
Task Group which was covering the landing of the Army Troops at Guadalcanal.

Shortly after joining up, the CUSHING and another destroyer were directed
to destroy a number of Japanese small landing boats beached along the coast in
the Japanese bheld area of the island to the west of the area held by our
Marines. Heading along the coast about 3/4 mile off the beach, we fired our
5" guns at the beached craft. While so engaged, and to our great surprise,
the other DD departed in a hurry. OQur TBS (Voice Radio) had been knocked off
frequency by the gunfire, and we had not received the order "to rejoin". The
TBS working, we heard that a Japanese airraid was imminent so we rejoined at
full speed and took station in the AA Screen set up around the transports,
which by now had stopped unloading and gotten underway. No sooner were we on
station in the screen when we sighted Japanese torpedo planes coming in low on
the water fram the west. Aerial dog fights were in progress further out, with
.fighters from Henderson Field attacking the Japanese aircraft. (As 1
recollect, a part of the attack came in fram over the Tulagi Area.) All ships
opened fire with their 5" and 20 mm guns, and 8 number of Japanese planes were
downed within, or around, the formation.

None of our ships was hit by a torpedo, but a JAP plane crashed into the
after Control Station of the SAN FRANCISCO, killing a number of men and
wounding the Executive Officer. A U.S. 5" shell accidently hit the torpedo

% An uned/ted excerpt from the story of the last five weeks in
the /ife of the Qushing written by Admiral Parker In 1982 and
revised in 1985, Bound coples were provided to Cush ing sur=
vivors and their families at the ship's 1985 reunion.
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mount of the U.S.S. BUCHANAN. That class of D.D.'s had only one quintuple,
(5) torpedo mount, amidship, so this left the BUCHANAN with no torpedo
capability. We observed several Japsnese planes fall and burn on the water to
the westward as they retired; possibly late damage, or shot down by the

Henderson Field fighters.

The transports did not return to their off-loading area, but the whole
formation proceeded to the eastward to clear the area. Apparently it was at
this time (afternoon) that Admiral Callaghan received word that a powerful
Japanese surface force was headed southward from Truk and could arrive off

Guadalcanal that night.

The formation proceeded out through Lengo Chamnel Strait to the east of
SAVO SOUND. After dark the transports were detached with the destroyer escort
which had come up fram Noumea with them. (NOTE: The BUCHANAN, having no
torpedo capability, was sent out with the transports, and the new 2,100 ton
destroyer U.S.S. O'Bamnon joined Des Div 10 as fourth ship. (The Executive
Officer of this Destroyer was a friend of mine - "Doc' MacDonald, CLASS 1931.
‘He, later, was C.0. of the ship and became close to - if not - the most
decorated officer of our Navy in W.W. II.) However, at the time all we knew
was that we had a new fourth ship in colum.

At about 9 p.m. the Task Group reversed its course and returned through
Lengo Chamnel to SAVO SOUND. We were in column formation, with Des Div 10
leading the formation, and a second Division of Destroyers following the
cruisers. The order was as follows: Commander Destroyer Division 10 in
CUSHING, LAFFEY, STERREIT, O'BANNON, ATLANTA, SAN FRANCISCO, HELENA, JUNEAU,
PORTLAND, WARD, BARTON, MONSSEN and FLEICHER.

Sametime after midnight, Friday, 13 November, we were in SAVO SOUND,
sanewhat to the westward of the U.S. held area of Guadalcanal, making about 18
knots, when we were ordered colum right, to make our course to the nortitward
across the Sound.

Shortly thereafter the HELENA started reporting over the TBS that there
were surface targets to the westward (on our port side) heading our way, range
about 30 thousand yards, and continued reporting umtil told by Admiral
Callaghan to cease using the T.B.S.

The CUSHING's Fire Control Radar now picked up surface targets on our
port bow, and we sighted several ships crossing our bow fram port to
starboard, range about 4 to 5 thousand yards. Then the Gunnery Officer, Lt.
Nottingham, reported the Fire Control Radar had ceased functioning. We
trained our 5" battery on the leading ship of this group and awaited the
Admiral's order to "Open Fire". Shortly, a very large ship was sighted on our
port beam heading for us, range, about 4,000 yards. All ships of our
formation opened fire on it. This was the Japanese Battleship HIEI. I
ordered "Torpedo Action, port!", but the HIEI was moving so fast toward our
stern we could not get a "set up" on her and consequently, did not fire the
torpedos at this time. Qur 5" guns and 20 millimeter AA cannons blasted the
battleship as the HIEI passed through our colum astern of the LAFFEY.
Captain Hank, of the LAFFEY had, at first, reversed his engines to keep fram
being rammed by the battleship, and then gone ahead full speed, so that the
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HIEI passed close under the LAFFEY's stern and ahead of the STERREIT. (Bill
Hank was lost when the LAFFEY sank after being hit by a salvo fram the HIEI's
14" guns). The RIEI now turned to her starboard and toward the rear of our
coltmn. She was brightly illuminated by searchlights. I turned the CUSHING
to starboard, ordered "Torpedo Action, Starboard”, and fired six torpedos at
the HIEI. (Four from the starboard wing mount, and two from the centerline
mount. This left the Cushing only two torpedos in the centerline mount and
four in the port wing mount.) I claim two or three hits.

Our 5" battery was simultaneocusly engaging a Japanese ship off our bow,
g0 I reversed my turn to bring all guns to bear on the target. We received
hits from the Japanese ships at about this time, and for a short while we were
engaged in gun fights with several ships. (I believe, these were destroyers
of the group we had earlier sighted to the northward.) About this time the
CUSHING was heavily hit - some in the engine room and boiler room spaces -and
we lost all ship’'s power, and coasted to dead in the water. Also sometime
during this period, I received a report that there was a fire in the after
magazines. The Engineering Officer, Lieut. Nickerson, reported that we could

not regain power.

While lying dead in the water a Japanese Light Cruiser (NAGARA) came up
from astern on our starboard side about 4,000 yards off, and peppered us with
gunfire. The cruiser had three stacks, each stack having an enlarged upper
section. This class of Japanese cruisers carried 5 1/2" guns.)

We were very heavily hit! We had, I learned later, expended all 5"
ammmition in the ready racks and, as the ammmition hoists because of loss of
power could not bring up more from the magazines, the omly fire we could
return was from our #3 gun, our starshell gun, which fired starshell at the

Cruiser.

From the after end of the bridge I tried to get the centerline torpedo
mount - with its remaining two torpedos - trained out to starboard, but the
men were unable to move the mount by hand power. Apparently, ome of the hits
we had taken had jammed the mechanism.

The 5" gun director (above the Bridge) was hit, and the Gunnery Officer
landed on the Bridge, seriously wounded. I had him taken below to Doctor
Castman in the wardroom. The chart house, beneath the Bridge, was also hit.
Our whaleboats on their davits were both shot away and several fires started,
one in the wardroom area where, I learnmed, the Damage Control Officer, Lieut.

Ruchamkin, was killed.

While under heavy and punishing fire fram the Japanese cruiser which was
lying off and peppering us, with no return fire possible, I ordered "ABANDON
SHIP!" The men got our life rafts in the water and took a large number of
wounded with them. They cleared away from the ship on the port side, taking
the Division Commander with them. While this was going on the Japanese

Cruiser ceased firing and moved away.
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I then went down to the main deck and toured the ship. There was a large
fire forward. OSmoke was caming out of the main deck hatches from the after
living spaces - - above the magazines that had been reported as omn fire.
(Since, 1 bave decided that mattresses, etc., in the living spaces were
" burning, with much smoke, which was probably the cause of the report.) The
fire forward got larger and larger and with no power on the ship we had no
effective fire fighting ability.

After a while one of the life rafts returned to the CUSHING's port side,
and Electrician's Mate 1/¢c Johnson climbed the ladder and joined me aboard.
Together we toured as much of the ship as possible, finding two wounded men.
We carried them to the port side and lowered them into the raft. Then I told

the men in the raft to shove off again and it departed.

Johnson and I talked it over. By this time the fire forward was
engulfing the whole forward superstructure, with flames about 100 feet in the
air. Finally, about one hour after ordering "ABANDON SHIP" Johnson and I took
to the water. We had our life jackets om, but in addition we had found
several empty 5" powder tanks. Each of us tied two tanks together with a
short piece of line and dropped them in the water before jumping in. In the
water we each took our two powder tanks, one under each arm, and paddled away
from the ship. About one hour later we came upon one of the CUSHING's life
rafts with many men hanging on to it. Later, I found the Division Commander,
Murtay Stokes. We had the men paddle the rafts away from the CUSHING, as we

believed it would blow up.

As daylight came we saw we were in an area between our ship and the coast
of Guadalcanal, there were a mumber of life rafts floating around, plus the CA
PORTIAND steaming around in a large circle closer to the Guadalcanal coast.
The PORTLAND had a torpedo or 14" shell bit aft on its starboard side, which
had opened a large hole in the side plating. -This huge section of the plating
stuck out and created a rudder effect, making it possible for the ship to
steam only in circles to starboard.

Shortly after daylight landing craft from the Navy base on Guadalcanal
came out and picked up the men on the life rafts, and took us all into the
Navy camp. There we were processed through the medical section, the wounded
cared for, and many wounded flown out that day to Espiritu Santo or Noumea.
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(Editor's note: The following article is
quoted In total from THE UNION, Grass
Valley-Nevada City, CA. The article
appeared in theirissue of Nov 11, 1952,
it is an account as given fo their re-
porter by our Don Baker of the 376.

it was just aftar midnight on Friday the
13th, 1942. The weary men were lying
on the hot decks of their ships staring
into the black velvet of a moonjess
night. Only minutes separated them
from what was to bacome one of the
fiarcest and most decisive battlas of
World War ll: The Battle ot
Guadalcanal.

Joseph “Don" Baker, Just 17, and his
fellow seamen tried to rest. “We hadn't
been off our guns in three or four days
and we knew we had a big night ahead
of us.”

"The men knew that the Japs wera
trying to land more troops to retake
Guadalcanal,” Baker explainad. "It was
an all-out push, we knew that and we
ware ready. But we really didn't know
what was ahead.”

Bakaer, an ammunitions handler, and
hig 220 fallow crewmen had sailed into
*fron Bottom Bay" near the tiny South
Pacific island on Nov. 12 aboard a de-
stroyer, the USS CUSHING (DD 37s).
They set up a submarine screen to the
east of Lunga Point before Joining tha
rest of the task group covering the land-
ing of Army troops. But there was to be
no respite that atternoon.

"All at once wa saw the enamy planes;
21 Bettys (Japanese torpedo planaes)
wara coming in low, so low thatone Jap
threw the bird at us,” Baker said. "But
wa got 20 of the 21." Farther out aerial
dog fights were in progress. None of
the American ships were hit by torpe-
does but a Japanese plane crashed

Guadalcanal: A ferocious battle recalled

into the USS San Francisco, killing a
number of men.

The Japanese bombardment force that
night — jed by Rear ADM Hiroaki Abae,
adestroyer specialist —was composed
to two battleships, a cruiser and 14
dastroyers. U.S. Rear Adm, Daniel J.
Callaghan's force included just five
cruisers and eight destroyers, which

had seen action several weeks earlier
in the Battle of Santa Cruz.

On Qct 19, The CUSHING had sailed
with a task force from Pearl Harbor en
route to the South Pacific. A few days
later, they learned of the Japanese
carrier force north of the Solomén's.
They joined forces with a second U.S.
task force and on the morming of Oct.
26 launched air strikes against the en-
emy in the ferocious air battla,

"We were escorting the carriers Enter-
prise and Hornet when ail Heli broke
loose,” said Don Baker, now 67. "You
nevar saw so damned many airplanes
in your life. Looking in the air it looked
like a bee's nest.

We wound up picking up 20 pilots out of
the watar. We lost the Hornet and our
destroyer squadron leader, the Por-
ter.”

Howaver, the U.S. bombers damaged
the three Japanese carriers so severely
that they were forced to return to Japan
for repairs, thus keeping them out of
the South Pacific offensive that fol-
lowed.

In all, the battle of Guadalcanal lasted |
just 25 minutes but was so fierce that

Adm.- ErnestJ. King, cammander of the
U.S. Fleet, described it as "one of the
most furious sea battles ever fought.”

The Japanese had planned to bombard




Don Baker Article

Hendearson Airfield on Guadalcanal with
the 14-inch guns on their two battle-
ships, ultimately putting the field out'of
action and permitting the landing of a
new 12,000-man Japanese Army Divi-
sion to reinforce thair island troops and
attempi again to drive the U).S. Marines
into the sea.

Friday tha 13th was just a couple hours
old when, after leading a column of 13
ships into the bay, the CUSHING first
made contact with half of the Japanese
fleet.

“Suddenly, my God, there was a battle-
- ship (later determined to be the heavily-
armed Hiei carrying a crew of 1,437)
coming down our starboard sida. It was
8o close we could see the men on the
dack; we ware exchanging machine gun
fire,” Baker remaembaerad. But the Hiei
‘was moving so fast the CUSHING could
not get a "set up” on her and conge-
quently was unable to fire torpedoes.

The CUSHING also engaged in gun
fights with sevaral other ships, sus-
taining heavy, crippling damage.

"We ware dead in the water from the
heavy shells.” Said Baker, who fought
on the No. 3 gun, an openturret, “There
was talk about abandoning ship but the
skipper said ‘Hell no, kaep on fighting’
so we did, but is was fruitless. They got
some torpedoes off and some of our
ships took diraect hits,”

The heavy, punishing surface action
destroyed the CUSHING's engine and
boiler roams, the ship lost power, and
fires burned in the after magazines and
| below deck. Without powaer, the ammu-
nition hoists were unable 1o carry up
mora ammo from the magazines. But
the men made one more desperate
move to sava their ship.

"There was a heavy cruiser coming up
from the siern so we had to pull the big

gun around by hand and four or five
gtrys got on the barrel to pull it down. The
only ammo wa had was star shells (used to

" iflluminate night skies) but we fired them

- ter... dead and alive.”
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anyway,” Baker said. "The last shot hit the |
crulser's bridge; you never saw anything
hight up like that in your fe.":

The CUSHING had lost all power, the guns
and torpedo mounts were Inoperable and
fire raged below deck quickly guiting the
destroyer. Many of her men were either
dead or wounded when the order was {inally
given to abandon ship.

Those who were abie got e raits in the
water, taking a large number of woundad
with them. others swam ortreaded water.
Nearby, the fierce battle tokeep the south
Pacific island of Guadalecanal out of en-
emy hands raged in the warm night.

*| was in the water pushing [ifa raits filled
with guys all shot up,® said then-U.S. Navy
Seaman Joseph “Don” Baker, who was
"lucky enough to escape with only acouple
of holas in my side.

*The doctor, who was injured, was trying
to treat men with no first-aid supplies; the
water was covered with a thick layer of oll
There ware hundreds of men in the wa-

Throughout the night the able-bodied
looked after their wounded shipmates.
When daylight made its appearance, the
men found themselves between the
CUSHING and the coast of Guadalcanal.

Soon Marine and Navy landing craft be-
gan picking them up and taking them into
the camp.

it was mid-aftemoan on Friday the 13th,
some 12 hours after the batile began,
when Baker , still treading wataer, "elt
somecne grab me by the hair, jerk my
head up and wipe the grease and cil off to
soa if | was aJap or an American, Rwas a
Marine with a.45 ontha bridga of my nase;
he threw ma in the barge and lit me up a
cigarette.

*They shot the Japs (found in the Bay); it
was real tetrible but that was what they
were doing to us,” said Bakar.
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The young Baker was so small that the
Marines had no clothing to fit him, so they
fashicned pants from a burlap bag and a
rope. With his Navy knife and a coconut
shell for utensils, he was taken ashore to
a jungla foxhole. But the hell didn't let up.

“The rest of the Japanese flest came in and
bombarded us all night long.”

Throughout the day of the 13th, the
CUSHING continued to burn; frequent ex-
plosions were heard emanating from her
smaidering hulk. At about 5 that evening,
there was a large explosion and the ship
disappeared into Iron Bottom Bay.

Tha following U.S. ships were also sunk or
scuttied during the battle: Lafley, Atlanta,
Juneau, Barton, Monssen, Walke, Banham
and Preston.

The next maming, the Heicei also went to the
bottom of the sea following an intense air
battle; she was tha first Japanesse battleship
sunk in the war. In addition 1o the Hiel, Japa-
nese ships sunk or scuttled included the
Akatsuki, Yudachi, Kirishima and the
Ayanami,

Although statistics vary, reparts from tha
CUSHING indicate 72 of her man were killed
and 65 were wounded. In all, the three-day
battle left 2,000 Amarican sailors dead. Ja-
pan committed 36,000 men 1o Guadalcanal
— 14,000 wera killed in action or missing,
9,000 died of disease and 1,000 were taken
prisoner.

After the Nov. 12-15 battle, the following
message from Vice Adm. William F. Halsen
Jr. was sent to the forces: *To the supetb
officars and men on land, on sea, in the air
and underthe saawho have performed such
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magnificant feats foryour country inthe past
few days. You have written your names in

golden letters on the pages of history and
won the undying gratitude of your country-
men. My pride in you is beyond expression.
No honor for you could be too great. Magnifi-
contly done. God bless each and every one
of you. To the glorious dead -— hail haroes,
rest with God.”

The offensive battles for Guadalcanal repre-
sentoed acomplete reversalfrom adefonsive
posture to a head-to-head confrontation to
deny Japan further prograss In the South
Pacific. The Amarican strikes atGuadalcanal
negated the enemy's strategy for conquest
of Australia and New Zealand. The Istand
was finally declared sacure Feb. 9, 1943,

Baker, who just returned with his wife, Lotha,
from the ninth annual reunion of the USS
CUSHING Association in Fiorida, remem-

 bers those disturbing days and nights of a

half-centuty ago with feverent emotion; i
shows clearly in the eyes and voica.

"You never forget but | try not to think aboutit,*
Baker acknowledged. "What a waste. It's
sickening,.When will it ever stop? | dontknow
it it will aver stop.

The only pecple you ¢an talk to about those
timas are those who have been there. | dont
foel sorry for mysaelf; | asked for this. This was
the Hell you cant put in writing unless you
wera there.”

Can he forgive?

*l ask you, how can | forgive when | can't
farget?

(By Judith S. Mooers, The Union.)







A Recollection by Lee O. Collins,

TM2cx

{ Lone OGak, Texas, newspaper circa 1985)

By DON LANIER
Herald Banner Staff

LONE OAK — Friday the 13th has
a special meaning for Lee Collins of
Lone Oak.

"During World War II, Collins was a
torpedoman second class on the USS
Cushing, a destroyer that engaged a
Japanese fighting force southeast of
Savo Island, one of the Solomon
Islands in the South Pacific at 1:45
a.m., Nov. 13, 1942,

Durmg the battle of Quadalcanal
the destroyer was at the head of a

night beach assault flotilla which

suddenly encountered at close range
a Japanese navy force. Within
minutes, the was heavily
damaged by enemy shells, stopped
dead in the water, gutted by fire and
was abandoned by 3:15 am.

*“The last thing I remember was
standing by the torpedo chutes on the
main deck and locking up,” Collins
said. **A shell made a direct hit on the
second funnel ‘and.the next thing I
knew, I was in the water.”

The conduct of all the officers and
men was the very best that could be
expected, according to documents
released by the Navy Department.

The government records also
record the following damage in-

flicted by the Cushing.ori the enemy’

before it was put out of action:
—Three torpedo hits on battleship
believed to be of FUSO class.
—A large number- of five inch hits
on a Japanese destroyer of unknown

class and a large explosion observed
on an enemy ship and no gunfire
observed from that ship.

It was reported by several
Japanese survivors' at ‘Guadalcanal
that an American destroyer (the
Cushing) was sunk without firing a
shot.

Almost 42 years later, Collins and
14 of his buddies from the sunken ship

‘met with many other ex-sailors for a
‘national Tin Can Convention in

Chicago. The convention, like the
battle, was on Friday the 13th.
The 30-year Lone Oak resident was

.discharged from the navy after. a
-seven-month stay in a naval hospital

in Corpus Christi following the sink-

‘ing of the Cushing in 1942,

The people at the convention put
Colling in charge -of finding any

:members in the Texas area. “That
‘worries me, because I may have

some problems finding the few of us

-who are left in such a large state. Ac-

cording to people at the meeting,
there is one for sure in the San An-

“tonio area and no telling where else,”.

“‘Many people do not know that the
nickname for destroyers is tin can,”
he said. ““That is what the convention
was all about, sailors who served on

.any of the destroyers of the U.S.

fleet." ‘
“We decided that each of us at the

convention should contact’ at least

one other crew member for our next
convention,” he said.
During "the convention, ex-Ccrew

* (ee Collins, Tarpedoman Second Class, was blown overboard by an
explod ing shell from his battle station at the port waist tor-
pedo tube mount. This article is courtesy of Alfred E. McCloud.
One error noted regards the statement "by several Japanese sur-
vivors.” This should read, ". . . that one of their destroyers

was sunk without firing a shot.” (Not the Cushing!)
E. A. Wilde, Jr.

October, 1996



‘members exchanged stories of the
night of terror in the water. “We had
sharks all around and many men
were hurt really bad,” he said.

* Collins when blown off the ship on
that unforgettable night and was in-
jured in the legs and back. He was
later awarded the Purple Heart

Along with other crew mwmbers,
Collins spent more than eight hours
'in the warmn water. “All our faces
were black from the oil and smoke,”
he said. “When the marines came
-around the next day pulling us out of
the water it was hard to tell who was
American or Japanese.”

“One fellow who is now in Califor-
nia said a marine pulled him out of
the water by his hair and aimed a
.45-cal. pistol between his eyes. The
seaman iuttered an unmistakeably
American curse, so the marine yell-
ed, “This one’s American. Get him
on board.”

Collins said . probably the only

reason sharks did not get most of the
sailors in the water was because of
the oil slick.
. ' As.Collins Jeaned back in his easy
chair holding the document verifying
his qualifications for - the . Purple
Heart he went into deep thought for a
moment, “You know, there 'were
hundreds of us on that one ship when
all that happened. T just wonder how
many of us are alive today.” - -

Collins . would like for any ex-
Cushing sailer or any one who knows
of any to call him at. (214) 662—5172.




U.S5.5. Cushing (DD-376)

£. A, Wilde, Jr.
November, 1995

List of Officers, 13 November 1942!

Division Commander:
Stokes, Thomas Murray

Ships
Parker, Edward Nelson

Freund, Bernard William
»*Nickerson, David Gordon
*Kingston, Paul J.
**Nott ingham, Severn M., Jr.
**Ruchamk in, Seymour D.
s*Ford, William R.
*Henning, Donald Anton
Porter, Neil R.
**Huntemer, Eugene James
»*Riney, Curtis Leo
*Teets, John Leland
Drake, Donald L.
Medley, P.
“Wolfe, Robert E.

*Cashman, James E.

*Quittman, Philip D.

COR

LCOR
LCOR
LT
LT
LT jg
LT jg
LT jg
LT jg
LT jg
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS
ENS

USN

USN
USN
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR
USN
USNR
USN
USNR
USNR
USNR
USNR

USNR

LT jg(MC ) USNR

ENS(SC) USNR

COMDESDLIV 10

Command inqg Off icer
Execut ive Officer
Engineering Officer
Communicat ions OfF,
Gunnery Officer

1st LT/Damage Control
Ass'!'t. Gunnery OfFf.
Ass!t. Engineering
Ass't. Communications
Torpedo Officer
Ass't. Gunnery OfF.

Ass!t, Engineering

Med ical OfFficer

Supply Officer

O N N N N N N N N NN NN NN

1 Compiled from a casualty report for 13 November 1942, Admiral
Parker's narrative written in 1985 and a "Roster of Officers,

Destroyers, Pacific Fleet" dated August 71,

1942,

** Killed when the ship was lost due to enemy action 11/13/42.
* Wounded when the ship was lost due to enemy action 11/13/u2.






Muster Roll of the Crew: 13 November 19421

ADAMS, Freeman Burgue

ANDREWS, Walter Oneil
**ANTRIKIN, Earnest
*%AVERHART, Vernon McCoy

BAKER, Billie Thomas

BAKER, Joseph Donald
BALOWIN, Frank (n)

*%SAUER, Edward Willlam
BECKHAM, Franklin James
BEHL, Dennis John

*%BELANGER, Henry Ulric, Jr.
BERRY, Andrew Jackson
BILYEU, John Arthur

*3 INGHAM, James Wallace
BLAIRE, Walter Lee

*31L OODWORTH, Lynn Carman
*»8LUNT, Douglas Stuart
**BOCKHORN, Elvin Junior

*B0OE, Warren Irwin

BOIVIN, Earl Pierre

*%80JVIN, Robert Joseph
*BOLES, Champ Edward
BORIE, Walker Everett
BOROWLAK, Chester Richard
*BOSLER, Car! Ar!lington

B80OSS, Charles Warren
**30ULDIN, Homer Robert
*BOWEN, John Robert

BOZIAN, Aram Charles
**8RAND, Thomas Fletcher

*%BRANDT, Russell Philip
BRATTEN, Walter Charles
BRAVC, Manuel Alex, Jr.
BRICKER, Robert Carlton

*%*BROOKHART, Barton Alexander

*BROWN, Paul Mayden
*BUCKMAN, Willlam Robert
*BUCKTON, Charles Elender
BUELTMANN, Ctlarence George

BUNNEY, Robaet Harrield, Jr.

*BURGHARDT, George Elvan
BURROUGHS, William John

**8USH, Gerald Floyd
BUTLER, Charles Francis
BUTLER, Earle David

320-51=74
640=10=~41
662-20-98
274~33-19
368=-52-20

618-46~58
646-19=-23
E3U=27 =74
382-26-82
243=-59=-87

201 =78=28
356-08-03
287-22-82
664-08=45
382~26=-92

337-05-14
207=29=U1
337=58=22
393=-45=-82
300-06-50

299=99-15
296=14~06
634=07=-61

300-71-03
238-82-74

E34=27-98
382-92-60
283=34=19
223-88-43
223~88-44

223-87-74
668-19-80
6Uli~15-02
602-05-92
614-11=-58

602-06-00
668=-20-24
3822644
#10-21~43
258-40~16

393=41=04
375=-49-03
375-73-63
620-20-34
614=-12~27

CMM
Sec
S2¢
QOC3¢
SC3c

S2¢
Mattzce
EM3c
MM2c
w¥T2c

Ste
EM3c
Cox
Ste
Ste

GM1 ¢
Stce
Stc
Ste
CM3c

SM2c
S2¢
Sec
Sec
S2c

Ste
FC3c
GM3c
S1c

Cox
S2¢
SZ2c
S2¢
S2c

S2c¢
S2¢c
FC3c
FZ2c
S2¢

TM3c
cY
SKlc
S2¢
SZ2c



USS Cuyshing (DD-376); Muster Roll,

*BYRNE, Eugene John
*%CALABRIA, Sam, Jr.
CALDWELL, Charles Albert
**CAMPBELL, Charles Dwight
**CARR, Creighton Edward

*%CARTWRIGHT, Jack Henry

*®CAULEY,. Jack (n)
*CAVANAUGH, Ernest James
CENTRIC, Jul fus Stephen
CHASE, Joseph Glenn

*CLARK, Lloyd Keith
*wCLEMENTS, John William
*»*COBURN, Donald Joe

*COLLINS, Lee Orvle

COOK, Rhue Elmo

COOKE, Nicholas Joseph
**COON, 0/ lva

COUNTRYMAN, Charles William

DAHL, Helmer Nelvin
*DALASERA, Eugene Leonard

DAWSON, Joe Willie
DAWSON, Worrall "w"
DAY, Elmer EIi

*DeRAMUS, Wyatt Douglas
DERIFIELDO, Thomas Edward

*DOUGLAS, John Willlam
DOUGLAS, Raymond Merle

*%EACKER, Ralph Smith
EADS, Allen LeRoy
ENGLE, Carlos Leon

*%ENOX, Willie Thomas
EPPERSON, Cecil Claude
*ETHERIDGE, John Thomas
EVANS, Clyde Wilson
FELT, James Henry

FERRISE, John Lawrence
*FLOWERS, Chester "a"
FLOYD, Willlam Edgar
*FOREMAN, Tom Junior
FORSBERG, Harry LeRoy

FOX, Lloyd George
GARRISON, Witlliam Howard
**GQOLAY, Lawrence Ibaltross
*RGREENE, Clarence Macon

GRIZZELL, Claud S/

11/13/#2

372-0508

291-81=-87
291-81=82
316-87~12
644~08w20

360=23~12
272=34=28
321 =40~07
283-50~45
295=69-04

368=47-10
3366475
287-27-04
356=-33=-35
272=33=35

201=-28-38
622=-25-50
258=21-99
320-52~-92
368-59-08

624=-07-71
341=-05-16
385-92-47
271-88~-82
634-07=-38

618-06-51
321 =-39-85
385-59=-57
320-95=-22
291-56~54

355-65=-30
372-26-15
274=50-44
265-85-00
M1-37=-17

258-22-07
670-76-98
351 -07-89
381 ~-28=-65
562~59~61

328-54-39
351 -07-85
626=88-76
625=-50-74
382~12-~04

Y2e
S2¢
F3c
S2¢
S2e

TM3c
Ste
Ste
Sfe
Fee

MM2¢
¥T1c
MM2c
TM3c
Filc

RM1c

-S2e¢

SF2c¢
MM1 c
S2¢

Matt3c
CGM
Ste
W¥Tte
S2¢

S2¢
TM2c
CFC
T™MIC
QM2e

w¥T2e
Sfc

AM3c
RMZc
EM2c

wTee
S2¢
S2c¢
Yee
F3c

SFlc
S2¢
S2c
AS
MM2o

.



**QUSTAFSON, Carroll! Edward
GUTIERREZ, Francisco
GRIFFIN, Wayne Sneed

*MAFER, Jack Kenneth
HANSEN, George Francls

**HARVEY, Otto Eugene, Jr.
ME IBERGER, Leo Anthony
*HENRY, Evert Benjamin

*HEUSCHKEL, Frank Edward, Jr.

HOITING, Wwillard Ralph

*HOLLOWAY, Chr istopher Maurice

HOLLOWAY, Harland Ray
HOWEY, Mark Mason

HURST, George Andrew
JENKINS, Jerry Monroe

** JOHNSON, Charles Ernest
JOHNSON, Ernest william

**JONES, Leonard Clinton

*»* JUNKINS, Bill Bernard

* %K IRKLAND, Henry John

KJELLMAN, Arthur William
LAMPMAN, Freeland Herbert
LAMSON, Wwalter Roosevelt
*»*ANE, James Horace, Jr.
LEASURE, Stanley (n)

LEE, Gale Carlan

LEROY, John Halsey
LOOMIS, Lee Servey
LARENTZ, Michael Raymond
*MAILLOT, Felton Wallace

**MALTERNER, Willard Jess
MANGINI, Joseph

*MANGUS, Herbert Edward

**MART IN, Joseph David, Jr.

**MAYFIELD, Eugene Minton

»»xMcCLUNG, Robert Henry
MEAD, Lester Allen
*MILLER, Firman Woodrow
*MILLER, William Menry

* *MONTGOMERY, Dave Hubert

MOCRE, David Watkins
**MOORE, James Walker

MORAN, Lewlis Roy
**MORROW, John Clyde
**MORTON, Donald Leroy

USS Cushing (DD-376); Hhster Rolt, 11/13/42

328-80-74
625=33-25
612-64=34
360=27=-62
660-08-72

628-13=-00
368=47-37
654 =2U=0l
662-10-74
654-28=-82

207 =36=-42
628=11=57
386~09=29
291 =56-26
268=-50-88

265=-S4~-65
265=77=29
654~13-80
375=-96=57
268-50-72

382-38-07

664=63=75". .

291 =29=-26
654=-16-85
250-31-97

638-36-70
238-29-06
238-68-44
328-66-21

662-21-66

238-61-90
652-06-94
250-58-10
356-47=56
287-18=79

368-05-62
328-65=94
662-20~-75
632-15=-10

356-35-50

243=-44=90
360~-13-20
372~16=93
381-37-61
381 -49~-77

RM3c
S2¢
S2¢
F2ce
S2¢

S2¢
SF3c
SOM3¢

S2¢

AM3c
§2¢
S2¢
MM1 ¢
St1¢

EM2c
EMIc
S2¢c
YZce
S1¢

8M3c
S2¢
CPhM
SOM3¢
cwT

SOM3c
CEM
Sic
SM2¢
S2¢c

TM2e
S2c
Sec
RM3c
SCtc

MMt ¢
SC3e
S2¢
S2¢
SOM3¢

MMZ2e
GM2¢
Flc
FC3ec
AS



MULLINS, Fredy Delbert
“NACARIO, Ruperto (n)
SNEML, Donald Joseph
s»NE IHART, Cloyd Wayne
»wNELSON, Edward Andrew

«*NELSON, Stanley Larry
NORTON, Will iam Carrol
OIFALLON, MHMugh Emmett
OLSEN, Rolf Ellis

*O!ROURKE, Harold Roger

*QSUNA, Alphonso Thomas
*OVERTON, Robert Kenneth
PALMER, Brent Marlger
FPARK, Milas Eldon
w%PARRISH, Mark Levon

**PARSONS, Claude LeRoy
*PASTIRKO, Andrew Edward
*PATIK, Edward Joseph

*%PATTERSON, Donald Kenneth

wwPETERSON, Willlam,. Jr.

*%PHILLIPS, Robert, Jr.
*PREJEAN, James Stamford
PREVIE, Walter Edmund

%RAY, Arthur Glyn
RAYNE, Samuel! Elwood

“%REF I, John James

wwREITZEL, Moward Edward
RIDEN,. Harold Willlam
-RIDER, Norman Dale

**RILEY, Chester Cornelius, Jr.

**RITSKO, Earnest Wwillliam
*ROBERTS, Walter Hassell
ROB INSON, Thomas (n)
*ROBISON, John Cornellus
ROLLO, Norman (n)

ROOD, Norman Hendy
**ROSS, Lyndon Orville

ROUDEBUSH, Kenneth Edward
*ROUGH, Donald Robert
*ROYBAL, Joseph James, Jr.

*RUFFALO, Orlando Anthony
RUPKE, Arthur Ferdinand
SAVAGE, Burt Wayne

»SAWANIEWSKI, Walter (n)

*SCHROCK, John Daniel

USS Cushlng (DD-376); Muster Roll, 11/13/42
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618=-48-59
497 -94=-58
328-55=-57
372=-17=-20
376=-18-27

372=-17=29
2961 =049
372~17-26
385=~91 -84
300-53-62

381 -20-48
381 =42~-13
632-62~16
320-84~16
274=50-19

376~10~-73
393-25-23
372=17=-51

342-31-80
372=-22=99

376=-49-23
274=-50-27
201 -82-21
316-73-38
258=-22-52

283-31-94
356=-33=45
382-37-86
630-24=73
201 -69-68

283-45~56
295=26~17
261-83-03
618=02-68
625-09-74

664-32-72
287 =50-04
381 ~51 =22
265=83-26
625=17-04

700-05-81
376-13-71
238-48-16
265-88=67
NY2=-35~08

S2¢
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RM2¢c
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Sec
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MM2c
S2e
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SOM3c
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Y3c
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SF2¢
FC2c
F2c
SC3c¢
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Stc
EM3c
AS
Mattic

F2c
CSK
oC2e
S2¢
AS

SOM3¢

Flce
AS
BMZc
AS

PhM3c
MM2c
ccstd
amMt c
Ste




*SCHROEDER, Roscoe Lyle
SCOTT, Leroy Dale

*»SCOTT, Roy Roger
SEGER, Edgar Paul
SEILLER, Floyd Willlam

**SHANNON, Wayne Egbert
SHARPEN, George lIvan
*SHIVELY, Edward Eugene
*S IKORSKY, Michael James

*»S IMCOKE, James Ol lver

S IMPSON, Raymond Frederick
SINCLAIR, Harold David
SLAUGHTER, Edward Vernon

**SPARKS, Burt Monroe
SPASIUK, Michael

SPENCER, Fred Henry
*STAHLMAN, George (n)

STELLICK, Arthur Carl

STROBY, Willlam wWallace
*»SURBER, James "G"

SWAN, Clifford Perry
TAYLOR, James Bryden
*THOMPSON, Dale DeVere
*THORNBRUE, William Harold
TICKELL, William Eari

TIETJEN,. Lawrence Eugene
*TIGGES, Richard Clements
TIMMONS, Francis Wayne

»xT IPPS, John Dewey
*TOOKER, James Howard

VADEBONCOEUR, John Edgar

VIOLETTE, Anthony (n)

WALDBESSER, Paul Eli
*WALLACE, John Michael
*WASHBURN, Edward (n)

WASMUTH, Ernest Leonard
*WATKINS, James Charles

WAYLAN, Caryl! Francis
“WEATHERFORD, Hubert Wesliey
»»WEBER, John

WEDDELL, C!ifton Earl
*WENTZ, Phlllip Edward
WEST, James Clayton
*%WHATLEY, Raymond Wallace
WHEAT, Roy (n)

321 =54=39
342-53=-75
632~46~24
648~02-54
368=-52=-55

342-53-99
660=24=35
620-07-65
628-04=32
321 -43=62

628-04-34
356=29=31

287-50-05
359=98~49
265-88-68

320-93=41

382-43=-85
300-29=10
223-83-30
346-84-63

630-20-10
382-03-90
321 -23-25
654-03=25
336~54=65

663-36-54
328-72-~15
614~-19=39
624=-86=35
385«77=-42

201 -86-13
223-89=12
300-30-31
652-10-33
279-78-74

342-36~24
268-17=01
342=-26=-57
640-50-58
367-95~52

316-67-38
311=-48-77
625-07~-83
604~60-04
624-62-99

F3c
F2c

Filc
CSM
GM3c
S2¢
caM

Filc
Ste
S2¢
Sece
F3c



USS Cushing (DD=376); Muster Roll, 11/13/42

WHEELER, Jean Roger
wsWHEELER, Vanion Lee
WHITCOMB, Lester Mear!
*WHITE, Marshali Reasing
“WHITE, Nyal Edgar

WHITE, Woodrow Calvin
WIDMER, June Hartwell
WILCOX, Ivan Lee
»*w[LDI, Gus Arnold
WILKES, John Phillip

wsW ILLARD, Glenn "H"

»»lLLIAMS, Car! Leo
*wWiILLIAMS, Gayles Henry
WILLIAMS, Harris Joseph
WiLLIAMS, Howard "U®

»»WILLIAMS, James Ueal

w»wWILLIAMS, Loule George, Jr.

*wILLIAMS, Robert Howard
WILLIAMS, Roy Richard
WILLIAMS, Wallace Wade

WILSON, Edward Wayne
WINTON, Walter (n)
WYATT, Winfred Theodore
WYNN, Howard Melvin
ZWOLINSKI, John Joseph

311=48=76
272=-90=-61
65481 -68
625=08=44
663-36-50

640-53=-69
554-02-08
376=-41-75
633-63=70
372-46=-49

351-06=-35
630=25=-13
663-36-89
644=75=-68
625-17=-00

640-59=-37
640-53~35
633-64~19
300-30-45
721=-15-08

321=59-45
272=-87-41
341 -67-36
650~18=42
283=36-23

* X ¥ K ¥ X X ¥ W X

Notes:

1

2

The ship!s muster roll for 9/30/42 updated by Report Of Changes
sheets through 10/31/42 to reflect transfers, men received and

changes In rate.

Wounded (%% Killed) when the ship was lost due to enemy act ion
on 11/13/42 according to a machine-gererated casualty report

prepared by the Bureau of Personnel after the war.

Summary of Casualties:

Killed Younded
Off icer & .68
Enlisted 66 61
TOTALS 72 57

Not

wYounded

[—lgy
&
W

il
Y
@

Complement
on 11/13/42

17
250

267

El A. Hi’de’ Jrl

May, 2000
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APPENDIX B

USS CUSHING (DD-376) WRECK DRAWINGS

Notes on Auqust 1994 Drawings

Charles R. Haberlein Jr.

GENERAL NQOTES:

These drawings were done on 22 August 1994, after a review
of sidescan sonar images and photographic slides taken during the
1991 expedition, one (#1503) of three videotapes made by SEA
CLIFF during her 27 July 1992 dive on CUSHING & slides I made of
scenes in the other two videotapes, and my 1992 expedition notes

& videotape logs.

It must be kept in mind that sidescan sonar images are
notoriously imprecise, that visibility range in photos and videos
is not more than thirty feet at best and rarely shows anything
clearly at more than twenty feet. Additionally, the degree of
perspective distortion at these close underwater ranges can be
severe, but is often difficult to compensate for.

Finally, it must be considered that all photos and videos do
not cover more than a small percentage of the total area of the
wreck, perhaps as little as twenty percent. This is illustrated
in the "Visual Coverage of Wreck" drawings. As there is much we
did not see, much of what is shown in the "Approximate Condition
of Wreck" drawings 1is necessarily my interpretation of "what
should be there” based of what has been seen plus what we know
about the ship's pre-loss structure.

NOTES ON_"APPROXIMATE CONDITION OF WRECK" DRAWINGS:

These drawings are intended to provide a GENERAL impression
of the condition of the CUSHING wreck, as best I could determine
it from the above materials and from pre-loss photographs and
plans of CUSHING and ships of her class.

Real or suspected jumbled large pieces of wreckage are shown
as generic "clutter" for the most part, though an effort was made
to accurately depict wreckage around & below the forward 20mm gun
platform, the front of mount 52, and the port midships 20mm
platform. Small details are generally omitted, as are all
elements of marine growth.

Other details, as shown in the drawings, may have been
misinterpreted. Where I am aware of such "shaky" details, they
are mentioned below.



August 1994 CUSHING Drawing Notes, page 2

The destruction of the stern beyond the forward part of the
after deckhouse is based on three sources:

The 1991 side-scan sonar images, which indicate
that the wreck is shorter than 300 feet with many
fragments of wreckage scattered around nearby.

The 27 July 1992 videotape # 1502, which shows (at
about 13 minutes intoc the tape) what appears to be an
abrupt termination of the after deckhouse at about the
Place shown on the drawings.

CUSHING's Action Report of 16 November 1942, which
states that the ship disappeared after a large
explosion, strongly indicating that fires reached and
detonated a magazine. Since the forward end of the
ship is essentially intact, such an explosion must have
been aft.

NOTES ON THE PLAN VIEW:

The training angles of the forward 5"/38 gquns (Mounts 51 &
52) is shown at about 45 degrees port and starboard respectively,
about as close as I could place them based on close study of
videotape # 1503. It is probable that these angles are somewhat

off the mark.

The general depiction of superstructure wreckage between
mounts 51 & 52, 1in the vicinity of the line marked "Frame 55",
and immediately aft & to port of the forward torpedo tubes is
correct generally, though certainly open to improvement.

No wreckage is shown at the rear of the forward super-
structure, as this area was not observed. It can Dbe safely
presumed that this area is as badly collapsed as that immediately
forward, since fires should have severely damaged the entire
vicinity.

Uptakes of the forward stack are shown intact, though only
the after port corner was actually seen (in slides taken in
1991). The portion seen was easily identifiable, though it had
split seams. The stack is doubtless gone, or at least fallen
over, as was universally the case on the wrecks we visited.

. A strake of displaced plating is depicted on the port hull
side, between the forward stack and torpedo tubes, an indication
that the mud line in that area is well below the main deck level.

The deck edge and collapsed hull plating at the wreck's port
aft end are shown as observed in tape # 1503. This presumes, of
course, that this location is really what is seen in that tape.



Auqust 1994 CUSHING Drawing Notes, page 3
NOTES ON THE STARBOARD SIDE VIEW:

Notes on the Plan View generally apply to this drawing. 1In
addition: :

Due to lack of artistic talent by the drafter, no effort was
made to depict the wreck's apparent approximately 20 degree
"list" to starboard. This list would have considerable impact on
the relationship of the wreck side with the adjacent mud line.

The mud 1line at the bow is shown about fifteen feet below
the deck, based on a rather ambigucus scene in tape # 1503. The
sea floor at "Frame 55" is shown at the forecastle deck level, as
is clearly seen in the tape. Mud line amidships is as discussed
above. This requires a fairly steep mound against the hull
between the stem and amidships, though the wreck's "list" would
reduce the apparent mound height to somewhat less than shown in

the drawing.

NOTES ON THE HULL SECTION AT FRAME 55 DRAWING:

This was an effort to show how the forecastle deck and lower
superstructure sides have collapsed down within the hull with the
side walls leaning heavily to starboard. The superstructure
deck, 20mm gun platform, bridge decks and supporting structure
have also collapsed, and are essentially telescoped within the
lower super-~-structure walls. The two 20mm guns are shown as
tilted lines, jutting up and to starboard.

Hull "list" of 20 degrees to starboard is based on tape #
1503's views of the stem, and is subject to correction.

P B B B K B B R

Editor's Notes Mr. Haberlein was a technical advisor to Or.
Robert B. Ballard on his underwater photographic expaedition to
the waters off Guadalcanal (Iron Bottom Sound) in 1992. He
has graciously allowed me to use the sketch he drew in August,
1994, showing the condition of the Cushing's wreck, along with

some of his explanatory notes.
E. A, Wilde, Jr.

November, 1996
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The monument overlooking Purvis Bay, an Inlet in Florida Island, about twenty miles northeast of
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal in the Solomon lslands. Dedicated on April 30, 1944, this bronze
plaque reads: "[n memory of the officers and men of the United States Navy and All ied Navies who
gave their lives - - Iron Bottom Bay = - 1942-43 - - Dedicated by Members of the Iron Bottom Bay
Club - - Port Purvis, Solomons Islands - - 20 March 1944.," U.,S. Navy ships lost In the vicinity
Include seven crulsers and fifteen destroyers. (orficial U.S. Navy photograph taken iIn 1945,)







NAVY DEFPARTMENT

BOLD PCR RELEASE
MORNIIG NEVWSPAPIRS

JUNE 3, 1044

PLAQUE DEDICATED TO OFFICERS AND MEN LOST IN ““TRON BOTTOM
BAY'

& bronze plague, the first and only battle memorial so far
erscted in the Solomons Islands, was dedicated April 30, 1944, to the
officers and men of the United States and Allied Navies who died

in the fierce battles in “Iron Bottom Bay.''

The plaque was unveiled on & small palm-studded hill overlooking
Purvis Bay, inlet in Florida Island, British Solomons Islands. On the hill
now stands the Iron Bottom Bay Club, an officers’ recreation center built
by the Seabees, In the bay below,spproximataly a half million tons of
ships of the U.S. Navy, and of the enemy lie on the bottom. It was there
that such noble men of war as the cruisers ASTCRIA, VINCENNES
and CHICAGO were sunk in battle, About 270,000 tons of Jap ships sank

there.

The Reverend James Edwards, representing the Anglican Bishop
of Melanesia, unvelled the memorial before a gathering of Naval officers
and enlisted men on the hill, dte of the original episcopal residence

of the Bishop of Melanesia, which was dismantled by the Japs. The

land is owned by the Church of England. A Protestant and a Catholic
chaplain of the fleet gave the invocation and benediction.

Rear Admiral Robert W. Hayler, U.S.N., af 800 East Washington
Street, Muncie, Indiana, who participated in the last sea actlon fought
in Iron Bottom Bay -- the Battle of Tassafaronga, November 30, 1942 -~
spoke briefly. He paid tribute to ‘‘all those members of the Allled land,
air and sea forces who In the beginning fought against such fee_rful
odds and in every case accomplished what they set out to do.’

“Our enmemy overran Tulagi early in April, 1942’" Rear Admiral

Hayler began. “‘On May 4, just two years ago, one of our carrier task
forces struck Tulagi and sent to the bottom some four ships -- thus starting
a series of actions which resulted literally in paving the bottom of the

sez in this vicinity with ships.

““On July fourth of the same year, the Japanese landed in considerzble
strength on Guadalcanal and a little more than a month later, on August 7th,
our troops landed hera and at Guadalcanal. It was many months thereafter
before we had forces and equipment really adequate for the tasks assigned us.

Tt is altogether fitting,’’ Rear Admiral Hayler continued, ‘‘that

this tablet be erected in the Purvis Bay Area, because it was on this
side where our troops first landed and where we suffared our greaatest

losszs.”’



-9-
Addressing Reverend Mr. Edwards, Rear Admiral Hayler

sz.d:

““You and your associates will have no difficuity in rem smbering
those early days. And since your work will continue long after ours
is done, we give: this merorial into your keeping., In so doing we

gnow that it will remain a lasting tribute to those for whom it is
dedicoted; a.nd a source of inspiration and courage for those who come

herea.fter.

Reverend Mr. Edwards said in reply tha.t he was proud
to accept in the name of his Bishop the “sacred duty of caring for the
shrine. It will be cared for with respect love and dignity. God
grant that we may always be Inspired by their geeds’’

The plaque carries this Inscription: “In memory of the
officers and men of the United States Navy and Allied Navies who
gave their lives -- Iron Bottom Bay -~ 1942-43 .. Dedicated by
Mzmbers of the Iron Bottom Bay Club -- Port Purvis,Solomons

Islands -- 20 March 1044"",

United States ships that went down in the Iron Bottom Bay
and vicinity were: ASTORIA, QUINCY, VINCENNES, ATLANTA,
JUNEAU, NQRTHHAMPTON and CHICAGO,cruisers; JARVIS,
USS BLUE, DUNCAN, BARTON, CUSHING, LAFFEY, MONSSEN,

PRESTON, WALKE, BENHAM, DEFAVEN, and AARON WARD,
all destroyers; the destroyer transports COLHOUN, GREGORY,

LITTLE, the tanker KANAWHA; the transport JOEN PENN; fleet
tug SEMINOLE; two cargo ships and four PT boats. The
Asustralian cruiser CANBERRA 2lso was lost there.

Japanese ships sunk in the area include two battleships,
three cruisers, eleven destroyers, eight transports and seven

other auxiliaries.

Captain Andrew G. Shepard, U.S.N,, 235 Cobbs Hill Drive,
Rochester, New York, first president of the Club, composed the
words on the plaque. Fran.k Czajkowski, Quartermaster, Second Class, JSNR,

of 20 Milton Avenue, Amsterdam, New York designed the lettering,
A flcet tender made the plaque.

The Club was an outgrowth of several small and inadequate

_ officers’ recreation centers-- the Club Des Slot, the AFD Beach

and the PT base recreation center -- to which oﬁicers came between
battles of the Solomons. Rear Admiral A. Staunton Merrill, U,S5.N.,
of Natchez, Mi ssmsipp:, formerly a Task Force Commander in the
South Pacific, is credited with the initiative in the movement to build
the club. He since has been ordered to Washington as Director
of the Navy's Office of Public Relations. Captain Grayson B. Carter,
U.S.N., El Cordova Hotel, Coronzdo, California, is currently president

of the Club, and was present at the unveiling.



"For us who were there, or whose friends were there, Guadalcanal
is not a name but an emotion, recall ing desperate rights in the
air, furious night naval battles, frantic work at supply or con-
struction, savage fighting in the sodden jungle, nights broken
by screaming bombs and dearfening explosions of naval shells."

= Commander James C, Shaw, the major contributor to Volume V of

Samuel! Eliot Morison's History of United States Naval Opera-
tions in World war 1l; The Struggle for Guadalcanal (Boston:
Little, Brown & Co., 1949). Rear Admiral Shaw, USN (Ret.)
died on December 4, 19588,

Editor's Note: Rear Admiral Shaw'!s widow, £l izabeth R, P, Shaw, has gracious-
fy shared with me the letters her rirst husband, Commander Van O, Perkins,
USN, wrote in 194k relating how he arranged the dedicat ion ceremony for this
monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Istand. The intent was "to make this a per=
manent part of America,” in recognition of the hard flghting and great per-
sonal sacrifices which character ized the Guadalcanal Campaign. Commander

Perkins was killed in action aboard the U.S.S, Birmingham (CL=-62) on October
2, 1944, during the invasion of the Philippines.

£E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
March, 1995






November 15, 1994

The Monument at Purvis Bay, Florida Island,

Solomon Islands, as it looked in August, 1993.
(Ded icated on April 30, 1944}

g

Photograph courtesy of Joseph G. Micek, AUS, treasurer of
the Guadalcanal Solomon Islands War Memorial Foundation.,
Mr. Micek reports that the OfFficer's Club at the top of
the small hill no longer stands, but that the area imme-
diately around the monument is fairly well kept up. (EAVW)






The Amer ican wWll Memor ial overlooking Point Cruz and [ron Bottom Sound, Guadalcanal, Solomon [slands, was
dedicated on August 7, 1992, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the landings there by the U.S., Marines
in world war I, About 20,000 people attended the ceremony, including many service pesrsonnel! and over 500
foreign visitors. Many of the local residents walked for days in order to witness the dedication. Fanels
list the U.S. and All ied ships lost or damaged in the campaign and describe the seven naval battles fought
The pol ished red granite used in the walls with the panels and in the 2i-foot high py-
fon were del ivered to the site by the Royal Australian Navy. The Guadalcanal-Solomon Islands wWar Memorial
Foundat lon raised $500,000 and the U.S. Government author ized $750,000 to cover construction costs. (Pic-
ture and panel inscriptions courtesy of Joseph G. Mlcek, the Foundation's Treasurer and Project Manager.)

in nearby waters.




WALL: 2 -~ TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED I
04/25/1991 PANEL 106 - TYPE D - FACE L

U.S., AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
S5UNK DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN
T AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEBRUARY 1943

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
HORNET, WASP

VY _CRU RS
ASTORIA, CHICAGO, NORTHAMPTON, QUINCY,
VINCENNES, CANBERRA (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY)

GHT CRUISERS
ATLANTA, JUNEAU

DESTROYERS
BARTON, BENHAM, BLUE, CUSHING,

DE HAVEN, DUNCAN, JARVIS, LAFFEY,
MEREDITH, MONSSEN, O'BRIEN,
PORTER, PRESTON, WALKE '

MOTOR TORPEDO BOATS

PT-112, PT-123

TRANSPORTS _
COLHOUN, GEORGE F. ELLIOTT,

GREGORY, LITTLE

FLEET TUG SEMINOLE



WALL: 2 - TITLE: VESSELS SUNK OR DAMAGED II
04/25/1991  PANEL 107 = TYPE D — FACE L

U.S. AND ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS
DAMAGED DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGHN
7 AUGUST 1942 - 9 FEDRUARY 1943

BATTLESHIPS
NORTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA

IRCRA CARRIERS
ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA

HEAVY CRUISERS
CHESTER, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS,

PENSACOLA, PORTLAND,
SALT LAKE CITY, SAN FRANCISCO

G CRUISERS
BOISE, HELENA, SAN JUAN,
ACHILLES (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

DESTROYERS
AARON WARD, BUCHANAN, FARENHOLT,

GWIN, HUGHES, LA VALETTE, MRHAN,
MUGFORD, O'BANNON, PATTERSON,
RALPH TALBOT, SMITH, STERETT

DESTROYER _MINESWEEPER ZANE

CORVETTE
KIWI (ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY)

MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT PT-59

TRANSPORTS
BARNETT, ZEILIN

CARGO SHIPS
ALCHIBA, ALHENA

SEAPLANE TENDER MC FARLAND







WALL: 1 - TITLE - THE NAVAL CAMPAIGHN
04/25/1991 PANEL 104 - TYPE C - FACE R

THE NAVAL CAMPAIGN

FROM THE INITIAL LANDINGS ON 7 AUGUST 1942 TO THE
JAPANESE EVACUATION OF GUADALCANAL IN FEBRUARY 1943,
THE U.S. AND THE JAPANESE NAVIES WERE ENGAGED IN SEVEN
SPECIFIC NAVAL BATTLES. 1IN ADDITION, THROUGHOUT THE
CAMPAIGN, NUMEROUS SMALLER NAVAL ACTIONS TOOK PLACE
INVOLVING CRUISERS, DESTROYERS, NAVAL AIRCRAFT, MOTOR
TORPEDO BOATS AND SUBMARINES IN WHICH PLANES AND SHIPS
OF BOTH SIDES WERE DAMAGED OR SUNK. SO MANY JAPANESE
AND AMERICAN SHIPS OF ALL CLASSES WERE SUNK, INCLUDING
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS, THAT THE WATER AREA
BETWEEN GUADALCANAL AND FLORIDA ISLAND BECAME KNOWN AS
"IRONBOTTOM SOUND."

THE FIRST SIX ENGAGEMENTS WERE MAJOR NAVAL
BATTLES: FOUR OF THESE WERE NIGHT GUNFIRE ACTIONS AND
TWO WERE CARRIER-AIR BATTLES. THE SEVENTH (RENNELL
ISLAND) WAS A TYPICAL SEA-AIR BATTLE SIMILAR TO MANY
OTHERS FOUGHT DURING THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN, BUT THE
ONLY ONE OF SUFFICIENT MAGNITUDE TO BE RECORDED IN
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY WITH A NAME OF ITS OWN.

1. SAVO ISLAND, 9 AUGUST 1542

2. THE EASTERN SOLOMONS, 24-25 AUGUST

3. CAPE ESPERANCE, 1ll-12 OCTOBER

4. THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, 26-27 OCTOBER

5. NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL, 12-15 NOVEMBER
6. TASSAFARONGA, 30 NOVEMBER

7. RENNELL ISLAND, 25-30 JANUARY 1943






WALL: 2 - TITLE: BATTLE OF SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS
04/25/1991 PANEL 105 - TYPE B - FACE L

THE BATILE OF THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS
26-27 QCTOBER 1942

ON 26 OCTOBER U.S. AND JAPANESE FLEETS OPERATING
EAST OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS AND NORTH OF THE SANTA
CRUZ ISLANDS ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY LAUNCHED AIR
STRIKES AGAINST EACH OTHER. ALTHOUGH THE U.S. FLEET
INCLUDED TWO LARGE CARRIERS, HORNET AND ENTERPRISE,
THE ENEMY FLEET WAS NUMERICALLY STRONGER WITH TWO
LARGE AND TWO LIGHT CARRIERS.

BY MID-MORNING U.S. AIRCRAFT HAD BADLY DAMAGED
A LARGE CRRRIER, A LIGHT CARRIER AND A HEAVY CRUISER
WHILE JAPANESE AIRCRAFT PUT HORNET OUT OF ACTION.
LATER A U.S. DESTROYER WAS SEVERELY DAMAGED BY A
TORPEDO AND SUNK. BATTLESHIP SOUTH DAKOTA, FLEET
CARRIER ENTERPRISE, A LIGHT CRUISER AND ANOTHER
DESTROYER HAD BEEN HIT BY DIVE BOMBERS. DURING THE
NIGHT HORNET WAS ABANDONED AND WAS SUNK. ON 27
OCTOBRER THE ACTION WAS BROKEN OFF AND BOTH SIDES
WITHDREW.






WALL: 2 - TITLE: GUADALCANAL NAVAL BATTLE 1
04/25/1991 PANEL 108 - TYPE C = FACE R

THE NAVAL BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL
12-15 NOVEMBEER 1942

12 _NOVEMBER THIS GREAT BATTLE BEGAN ABOUT 1400 HOURS
WITH JAPANESE AIR ATTACKS ON U.S. TRANSPORTS UNLOADING
TROOPS AND SUPPLIES. THE ENEMY LOST A LARGE NUMBER OF
PLANES BUT A U.S. HEAVY CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE

DAMAGED.

13 NOVEMBER SHORTLY BEFORE 0200 HOURS 13 NOVEMBER A
DEVASTATING NIGHT ACTION WAS JOINED SOUTHEAST OF SAVO
ISLAND. THE FIGHTING WAS AT SUCH CLOSE RANGE THAT THE
OPPOSING FLEETS BECAME IRTERMINGLED. U.S8. LOSSES
WERE TWO LIGHT CRUISERS AND FOUR DESTROYERS SUNK. THE
FLAGSHIP, A HEAVY CRUISER, DAMAGED THE AFTERNOON
BEFORE BY ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS STRUCK REPEATEDLY BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE. ANOTHER HEAVY CRUISER WAS HIT BY A
TORPEDO AND A LIGHT CRUISER AND THREE DESTROYERS WERE
DAMAGED BY NAVAL GUNFIRE. THE JAPANESE LOST TWO
DESTROYERS SUNK AND THREE DESTROYERS DAMAGED. THEIR
GREATEST LOSS WAS A BATTLESHIP SO HEAVILY DAMAGED BY
NAVAL GUNFIRE THAT U.S. CARRIER-BASED AIRCRAFT AND
MARINE PLANES FROM HENDERSON FIELD WERE ABLE TC SINK
IT LATE IN THE AFTERNOON.

14 NOVEMBER AFTER MIDNIGHT 13-14 NOVEMBER A JAPANESE
NAVAL BOMBARDMENT UNIT SHELLED HENDERSON FIELD. AT
DAWN THE BOMBARDMENT UNIT WAS ATTACKED BY MARINE AND
NAVAL AIRCRAFT FROM HENDERSON FIELD AND AIRCRAFT FROM
THE APPROACHING U.S. CARRIER ENTERPRISE. THE ENEMY
LOST A HEAVY CRUISER. ALSO TWO HEAVY CRUISERS, A
LIGHT CRUISER AND A DESTROYER WERE DAMAGED.

IN THE AFTERNOON AN ENEMY REINFORCEMENT GROUP OF
ELEVEN DESTROYERS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS LOCATED
STEAMING TOWARD GUADALCANAL. ALTHOQUGH SEVEN OF ITS
TRANSPORTS WERE SUNK, THE JAPANESE CONTINUED ON THEIR
ASSIGNED MISSION AFTER TRANSFERRING THE TROOPS TO THE
DESTROYERS. LANDING OF THE TROOPS AND SUPPLIES BEGAN
ABOUT 0400 HOURS THE FOLLOWING MORNING.
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SHORTLY BEFORE MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER A U.S.
TASK FORCE OF TWO BATTLESHIPS, WASHINGTON AND SOUTH
DAKOTA, AND FOUR DESTROYERS QPENED FIRE ON A SECTION
OF THE ENEMY'S FLEET EAST OF SAVO ISLAND. TWO OTHER
GROUPS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WEST AND SOUTH OF SAVO
ISLAND QUICKLY ENGAGED THE U.S. FORCE. A JAPANESE
DESTROYER, SEVERELY DAMAGED, WAS SUNK THE NEXT DAY.
OF THE FOUR U.S. DESTROYERS ENGAGED, TWO WERE SUNK.
THE OTHER TWO WERE DAMAGED AND ORDERED TO RETIRE.
ONE OF THESE WAS SUNK LATER BY U.S. FORCES.

15 NOVEMEER AT ABOUT MIDNIGHT 14-15 NOVEMBER THE TWO
U.S. BATTLESHIPS MET THE FOURTH AND STRONGEST GROUF OF
THE ENEMY FLEET. SOUTH_DAKOTA WAS CAUGHT BY ENEMY
SEARCHLIGHTS, WHEREUPON THE ENTIRE ENEMY FLEET
CONCENTRATED ITS FIRE ON IT, IGNORING WASHINGTON.

THIS WAS FATAL TO THE SECOND JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WHICH
WASHINGTON PUT OUT OF ACTION IN SEVEN MINUTES. TWO
ENEMY HEAVY CRUISERS WERE ALSO DAMAGED BY THE TWO U.S.
BATTLESHIPS. DUE TO THE CONCENTRATED FIRE, SOUTH
DAKOTA WAS FORCED TO RETIRE AND WASHINGTON TURNED
NORTHWEST TO LURE ENEMY SHIPS AWAY FROM SOUTH DAKOTA.
THE JAPANESE FLEET FOLLOWED BUT SOON WITHDREW. THE
DAMAGED JAPANESE BATTLESHIP WAS ABANDONED AND SUNK.

AT DAYLIGHT ARMY, NAVY AND MARINE AIRCRAFT
ATTACKED THE FOUR REMAINING TRANSFORTS OF THE
REINFORCEMENT GROUP. A LONE U.S. DESTROYER FROM
TULAGI APPEARED AND DESTROYED THE TRANSPORTS.

THUS ENDED THE GREATEST SEA BATTLE OF THE
GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN. ALTHOUGH THE U.S5. NAVY LOST
MORE COMBATANT SHIPS, THE ENEMY LOSS OF TWO
BATTLESHIPS AND ELEVEN TRANSPORTS WAS FAR MORE
SERIQUS. THE JAPANESE NEVER AGAIN SENT LARGE NAVAL
FORCES INTO THE WATERS AROUND GUADALCANAL. THE BATTLE
WAS DECISIVE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THAT ISLAND.
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JAPANESE NAVAL VESSELS
SUNK OR DAMARGED DURING THE
GUADALCRANAL CAMPAIGN

sHrIp SUNK  DAMAGED
BATTLESHIPS 2

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 1
LIGHT CARRIERS b § b
HEAVY CRUISERS 3 5
LIGHT CRUISERS 2
DESTROYERS 11 20
SUBMARINES 6

TRANSPORTS 13

CARGO SHIPS 5






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they sleep side by side. To them we have a solemn obl igation
- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and safer world in which to [live,"”

- Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.,S8.S. Missouri (B88=-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 19u5,






The U,S5.5, Cushing (DD-376) in World War 1l

Photograph Credits

Description Source Code/Ident, No
Sponsor at launching, 12/31/35 CA No I.D. # on print
Moored, late 1930!s, starboard beam CA No.I.D. # on print

Aerial, starboard bow, u/way (prewar) NA B0-G-465925
LCdr. Edward N. Parker, USN (15437) Note #1

Lt. James E. Cashman, (MC) USNR, 1943 NA 80-G-71455

Forward section, Mare Is., 7/&2 NA 19-N-31930
After section, Mare Is., 7/&2 NA 19=N-31931
20-mm Oerl lkon mount, 1942 NA 19-N-31965

USS Enterprise (CVv-6) ul/attack 10/26/42 NA 80-G-33370

USS Enterprise, near miss, 10/26/42 RWP N-2028
Starboard beam, Mare Is., 7/u2 NA 19=N=31935
IUN Nagara, u/way, 1938, port bow NH NH 96193

Monument, Purvis Bay, Florida Is., 1944 NA 80-G=275700

Monument plaque (on above) NA 80-G-240318

L ONE SEE SEE SEE SEE JEE SN SEE SN

Key to Sources:
CA Cushing historian: Alfred E. McCloud, Lafayette, IN
NA Nat ional Archives [1I, 8601 Adelph! Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001
Still Picture ref.: (301 ) 713~-6625, Ext. 234
(Request addresses/price |ists of private vendors)
RWP Real War Photos, P.O. Box 728, Hammond, IN 46325
NH Naval Historical Foundat ion Photo Service
Washington Navy Yard
1306 Dahlgren Ave,, SE
Washington, DC 20374-5055
(202 ) 433-2765
Notes:
! Picture in Guadalcanal: Decision at Sea, by Eric Hammel.
New York: Crown Publ ishers, Inc., 1988.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
February, 200t
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2006 ADDENDUM

Ded icat fon in 1944 of the Monument at Purvis 8Bay,. Florida Isiand,
British Soloman Islands, to honor ". . the officers and men of
the United States and Allied Navies who died in the fierce Bat-
ties in 'Iron Bottom Bay!" during the Guadalcanal Campaign, Au-
gust 7, 1942 to February 9, 1943,

Editor's Note: .

Around 1995 Elizabeth (!8Bettsy!) R. Perkins Shaw sent me
copies of several handwritten letters she had received early in
1944 from her first husband, Commander Van Ostrand Perkins, USN
(K.l.A.).  In 2002 most of his letters were included in Bettsy
Shaw'!s memoir, Beside Me Still, published by the Naval Institute
Press shortly after she died. However, his letters regarding the
dedicat ion ceremony were edited out by the publisher.

This addendum consists of typed excerpts from these letters
plus a remarkable photograph of the dedication ceremony which 1
discovered only a few years ago (National Archives l1i; 127~
GW1008, #30929 ),

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






Florida lsland Monument on Purvis Bay
(Ded icated on April 30, 19&i4)

Excerpts from letters written to Mrs, Elizabeth R. P. Shaw by her
first husband, Cdr. Van Ostrand Perkins, USN (KIA "4y ) fn 1944,

Today was one of those days - in fact, it was the first busy
one ['ve had in a long time. I was away from the ship ail day
and couldn't write more on this letter this morning and afternoon,
as | expected to, and get it in the mail. It will go tomorrow.

well, my busy day was about the memor ial ceremony we plan to
have. I went with a Captain Carter on what ! thought would be an
hour's visit with the Admiral to iron out the details. The
Admiral set the date for this Sunday and indicated what he would
/ ike to have and who he wanted to have invited, etc.. well, I
am the "glad hand boy", so ! got the |ist of guests typed up and
arranged and started the dust flying on some of the details.

Like getting the chaplins | ined up and tel/ling them what we want,
getting the band arranged for and so forth. Then this afternoon
Captain Carter gave me one of his fast boats and I went five
miles or so up the /ine to another part of the naval sett/ement
extending tidings and invitations to certain U.S. naval and New
Zealand-Austra®l ian naval people. I didn't get back to the ship
unt il after five. It was an interesting boat ride ! had though,
because I'd never been up to that part of the area before., There
are no roads as l've said, and it's all jungle between here and
there - so all communnication has to be by boat and not by cars.

Tomorrow ! have to go over to y about 20 miles
across the bay, and call on more dignitaries and invite them,
get a Vice Admiral to agree to make a speech and arrange fror
photographers and publicity from a Photographic Squadron. That
will be another full day's job I fear.

I enjoy doing this, however, for many reasons, not the /east
of which is the fact that | get off the ship all the time and am
getting a regul/ar Cook's tour of this area, seeing it at close
hand. Much of it Is well known and famous which l've seen from
the distance but have never really been close to. Of course it
is all so built up now by us that it would be unrecognizable
almost to those who first landed.

i1t is amazing what kind of people Americans are. We land
in the midd/e of the jungle and In no time have a |ittle area
cleared, through which we build roads, put up piers, storehouses,
shops, etc. = and where there are roads you must watch to see that
you aren't run over by jeeps, giant trucks and everything on wheels.
There is nothing permanent here, and ! doubt If much money has been
wasted, but we certainly do move In on a place with our machinery.
11! bet we have more trucks, steam shovels, tractors, etc. in a
smaf{! area |ike thils than all the contractors in the Phil ippine
Islands had together, and if the Japs judged us by our efforts in
the Philippines, how wrong they were.

There must be much consternation in Tokyo these days, because
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in the Pacific the war is humming along at a great rate; probably
even better than most of us realize.

LIEE JEE JEE NS I B B K R N

We had a meet ing of the Board of Governors of the Club, and
[ find that on the Board are a Captain, four Commanders, four
Lieut. Comdrs. and two Lieuts.. [ am glad | have the job, because
this being in such a history-making area, they have plans to make
it a sort of permanent part of America by erect ing a suitable
plagque and having the | ittie monument dedicated with a Iarge cere~
mony and so forth, So I, having a very personal Interest in any
dedication, volunteered to serve on the committee for the arrange=
ments of this ceremony. It gives me a great deal of pleasurs to
know that they are going to do something to commemorate and make
a permanent record of the achievements that resulted from the hard
frght:ng and unimaginable hardships and work that has taken place
in this area. You probably have to have Ffought over it and come
back to get the feel/ing that | have. People who arrive today
can'’t ever imagine what it was [ike "in the old days."”
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I've enclosed the [ittle program for our ceremony which took
place this morning. [t went off very well and very smoothly I
thought, and I had a front row place to stand - right where the
activities were. There were numerous cameramen taking pictures,
and | expect that they will send me a set in as much as | asked
for it, organized them and qgave them all some beer afterwards.

Friday [ flew over to in one of our planes to Iine
up and invite the "big wigs"” stationed there and the press., It
certainly was a delightful trip. It was a beautiful day, and it
was nice to fly and to see some of the country from the air, as
scenically - and from a distance - it is very grand looking.

After we landed | got a jeep and driver from one of the
officers, and in driving around inviting the guests [ had a good
chance to look things over and was duly impressed by the activity,
accompl ishments and mud.

I saw Ronnie Rankin this morning at the ceremony and expect
to have a few beers with him later this afternoon. | also bumped
into two people you don't know. One was the ex~Chief Boatswain's
Mate of the Atlanta - he is now an officer - and the other, a /ad
who was on one of the destroyers that got sunk that unforgetable
night. e were together in the hospital in New Zealand. It cer-
tainly was nice to see those two again. [ always |ike to see old
friends, and particularly when we have something great in common.
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A bronze plagque, dedicated " In memory of the officers and men of the United
States and Allied Navies who gave their lives at Iron Bottom Bay, 1942=-43,"
was unveiled on April 30, 1%k, The plague over/ooks Purvis Bay, an inlet
in Florida lsland, British Solomon lslands Protectorate, about twenty miles
northeast of Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. U.S. Navy vessels sunk by the
enemy in the Bay and near vicinity included seven cruisers, twelve destroy-
ers and three destroyer transports. (Archives 11, College Park, MD)
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Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World war II)

Date Sunk/

United States Ship (Damaged) Area
Aaron Ward (DD-483) oufoz/u3 Guadalcanal
Barton {(DD-599 ) 11/13/82 Guadalcanal
Borie (DD-215) 11/01/43 North Atlantic
Colhoun (APD-2) 08/30/42 Tulagi
Corry (DD-u63) 06/06/uk Normandy
Cushing (DD~376) 11/13/u2 Guadalcanal
DeHaven (DD-U469) 02/01 /43 Guadalcanal
Douglas H. Fox (DD-779) (05/17/45) Okinawa
Drexier (DD=-74%1) 05/28/45 Ok inawa
Duncan (DD-485) 10/12/42 Guadalcanal
Emmons (DMS=22) Ok/O&/45 Ok inawa
Fiske (DE-143) 08/02 /i North Atlantic
Glennon (DD-620) 06/10/uk Normandy
Halligan (DD-584) 03/26/45 Ok inawa
Hammann (DD-412) 06/06/u2 Midway
Laffey (DD-i59) 11/13/42 Guadalcanal
Lansdale (DD-u26) Ou/20/ 4y Med iterranean
McFarland (AVD-14) (10/16/42) Guadalcanal
Meredith (DD-726) 06/09/ul Normandy
Monssen (DD=436) 11/13/82 Guadalcanal
Perry (DMS-17) 09/13/kk Angaur/Pelel iu
Preston (DD-379) 11/15/u2 Guadalcanal
Spence (DD-512) 12/18/44 tuzon, P.I.
Strong (DD-467 ) 07/05/43 Cent. Solomons
walke (DD-416) 11/15/%2 Guadalcanal

Notes:
»*

* % X XKk K X K X X X

Total for two engagements with the enemy

Killed/

HOunded7

42/139%
164132
27700
51/18
24 /55

72/67
168/40
10/36
158/ 54
48/35

60/78
33/65
25/k9%
160/43
8k /63

59/114
49/76
12/13
35/28
145/37

8117
117/26
315/24

y5/61
82 /48

1 Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.

Commander,
June, 2005

USNR (Ret.)
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