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Any man who may be asked what he did to make his |ife worth-

while can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction,
"l served in the United States Navy."

-~ President John F. Kennedy, addressing the new class of mid-
shipmen at the United States Naval Academy on August 1, 1963,
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The Clemson-class destroyer U.S5.S. Borie (DD-215) on the ways at the Willlam Cramp and Sons yard, Philadel-
phila, Penn., on October 3, 1919. Of the 273 Wicks and Clemson-c/ass "four pipers" completed by eleven dif-
Ferant bullders from 1917 to 1920, forty-eight of them were bullt at Cramps'! shipyard. The pointed sterns
on these ships left the propeller shafts outboard of the hull, so large guards were provided to protect the
propellars when docking or going alongside another vessel. Shaped /ike fans, these propeller guards led to
the term "rantaiil" for the aftermost area topside. (Official U.S. Navy Photograph.)
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The destroyer U.5.5. 8Borie (DD-215) as she was /aunched on October 4, 1919,
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was christened by Miss Patty Borie, the
great-grandniece of the late ex-Secretary of the Navy, Adolph Edward Borie,
1809-1880., The Borie hoisted her commission pennant on March 24, 1920, Lt.
Comdr. Emory F. Clemant, USN, in command. (Official U.S. Navy Photograph.)
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been adrift for a week and could not have survived much longer.,

The USS Borie (DD-215), a 1,190-ton "rlush-decker®” destroyer commissioned in
her escort duty conversion in August, 1942, Her crow'!s nest was removed after an SL radar was installed,
but it proved userful on June 15, 1942, when the horizon lookout sighted rafts from the U.S.A.T., Merrimack
(an Army transport ), sunk by a U-boat in the Gulf of Mexico. The nine survivors rescued by the Borie had
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as she appeared béfore

{Ofricial U.S5. Navy Photograph.)







History of the U,S.S. Bor:’e_(DD—E"fSJIr

Borie

Adolph Edward Borie was bern.in Philadelphia, Pa.,
25 November 1809. He was a successful. merchant and
served as Secretary of the Navy (& March-22 June
1889) in the cabinet of President U. S. Grant. Mr. Borie
died in Philadelphia § February 1880.

I

(DD-215: dp. 1215; 1. 314'4**; b. 31'9’"; dr. 9'10"’; 5. 35
k.; cpl. 122; a. 4 47, 1 3**, 12 21’ TT.; cl. Clemaon)

The first Borie (DD-215) was launched 4 October 1918
by William Cramp and Sons Ship and Engine Building
Co., Philadelphin, Pa.; sponsored by Miss Patty Borie,
great-grandniece of Secretary Borie; and commissioned
24 March 1920, Lieutenant Commander E. F. Clement in
command.

In April 1820 Borie joined the United States Naval
Detachment in Turkish Waters for service in the Black
Sea. The following. year she reported to Destroyer Divi-

sion 38, Asiatic Fleet, and for the next four years alter-
nated between the Phillppine Islands, during the winter,
and Chefoo and Shanghaj, China, during the summer, She
then returned home and patrolled in the Caribbean until
the spring of 1927 when she made a cruise to Europe.
Borie remained with the Atlantic Fleet until 1029 when
she began a three-year tour with the Asiatic Fleet.

Following conversion to a Sguadron Leader at San
Diego (1932-33) she joined Destroyer Squadron 2, Battle
Force. She remained in the Pacific on normai destroyer
duty until late 1039 and then transited the Panama Canal
to join the Neutrallty Patrol. She served on the Inshore
Patrol, 15th Naval District, i{n Panama Bay, and later
on patrol and escort in the Caribbeun. The destroyer
departed the Caribbean 28 June 1943 and on 30 July put
to sea as & memher of the hunter-killer group built around
Card (CVE-11). Borie made four patrols with the Card
group. On 1 November 1943, during the last patrol, she
ramined and sank the surfaced German submarine [-405
in 49°00" N, 31°14’ W. With 27 men lost and too badly
damaged by the collislon to be towed to port, Borie was
sunk by Barry (DD-248) 2 November 1943.

Borie (DD-215) recelved three battle stars for her
World War II service as well as the Presldential Unit
Cltation for her operations in the Card group.

* pictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Volume 1. Wash-
ington: U.S. Naval Historical Center, 1959,







Excerpt from Destroyers in Action
by Richard A, Shafter.*

“A Lovely Skip”

Destroyers! Mention the word and the layman's
mind will conjure up 2 picture of a little ship steam-
ing deach-defying, head-on into the fire from an en-
emy battlewagon’s heavy guns. In the heavy scaway
the little ship is tossing like a cork, with the white
water breaking high over her bows. Then suddenly
she swerves hard to starboard. There are a couple of
splashes on her portside and a moment later appear the
bubbling wakes of the tn fish she has sent on their
voyage of desmuction. And a short while later there
is a terrific crash. The enemy’s sides and decks are
clothed in sheets of smoke and flame from the ex-
plosions that tear her inwards aparr. And another naval
bartle is won.

It is an inspiring picrure that has adorned many a
calendar sent by solicitous ship’s chandlers and seed
stores to their customers, to be remembered by for the
rest of the year. The practice looks different. Whether
it’s even more romandc than the calendar artist en-
visioned, or just a drab, humdrum existence, depends
very largely on the point of view of the individyal
man who crews a “rincan.” One thing, however, can
be said for it: it’s most versadle. If Kipling’s crack
about the liner has of late found an officially sanc-
tioned variaton to describe the glamour girl of the
Navy, “The Carrier, she’s a Lady,” then it can safely
be varied once again: “The destroyer, she’s a2 work-
horse.”

Pulling binder, hay rig, threshing machine or the
“democrat” for the family on its way to church, it’s
all one to a farmer’s workhorse. A Navy workhorse
may be on antisubmarine patrol today: dropping depth
charges in their prescribed pattern all over the spot
where the cooperating Navy flier believes he has scen
the underwarer raider; tomorrow, she may be riding
herd on a convoy of merchantmen: running breath-
lessly and tongue-lolling around her flock, shooing
stragglers into line, and then rackling, in the manner of
good and faithful sheepdogs anywhere, all enemies re-
gardless of size and number, whether aircraft, surface
squadron, or wolf pack. Or they might install a pair of
steel ovaries on her decks and give her a load of ugly
homed eggs ro drop in waters the enemy’s fleet is cer-
rain to traverse, Then again, they might give her a

*New York: Cornell Maritime Press,

1945

pair of paravanes to tow and send her our to sweep the
channels leading to a new invaston beach clear of the
mines which the enemy himself has sown there, and
then the next day convert her into a fast transport and
send her in with a deckload of Marine Raiders who are
to establish the first beachhead foothold. And while
weird landing craft are yet on their way with reen-
forcements, supplies, tanks and artillery, the destroyer
that has janded them will stand by to give the Leather-
necks who are digging themselves in on the narrow
coral strip whartever fire support her 4- or s-inch guns
are capable of.

Then again, on duty with a task foree, the destroyer
is in the van and on the flanks of the capital ships,
scouting, protecting, running interference and when
the actual engagement begins, throwing a smoke
screen around the carrier or bartlewagon to spoil the
encmy’s gunnery. When disaster comes, when carrier,
battleship or cruiser has received the deadly wound
that causes the decks to buckle and burst with the ex-
plosion of magazines and fuel tanks, it’s the destroyer
that rushes in close, though the heat may blister what
patches of paint are stll left on her sea-bitten plates,
and rakes off the men sull left alive after the unsuc-
cessful battle to save their doomed ship. As the hull of
the big capital ship slowly drifts down with the dide,
a roaring inferno, yet stll floadng, it is che destroyer’s
job to come in and send the once proud craft to the
bottom with a torpedo, to save her from the last ig-
nominy of having her dead body defiled by the en-
emy’s hands.

Rescue missions generally are hardly more than
mere routine assignments among the manifold jobs that
are a destroyer’s lot. Many a flier, shor down by ack-
ack, or forced down in a gale, later got back in the
fight simply because some indefatigable DD would not
give up the search. A quart of whiskey for her skipper
and ten gallons of ice cream for her wardroom became
the traditional price that any carrier gladly paid to a
DD for each of its fliers delivered back aboard or
safely landed in port.

“Let the DIY’s do it!” has almost become axiomatic
with the Navy whenever there is a particularly un-
pleasant or difficult job under discussion. Their speed,
their maneuverability, cheir reladvely high firepower

OVER



for their size, and their comparatively low building
price, have made destroyers not merely the most versa-
tile, but ton for ton the most efficient, naval craft ever
devised. They are the Navy’s true “expendables.”

The spirit of the little ships reflects itself in that of
their crews, Destroyermen are a bic apart from the
rest of our man-of-war men. On their small ships they
have to do without many of the comforts the crews of
carriers, battleships or even cruisers enjoy. They live
in cramped quarters. There is no canteen or ship’s
service booth where a man might get a coke, an ice
cream or western story pulp magazine. Yet the de-
stroyerman, though he beefs about it all and swears
i’s a dog’s life, in his innermost heart glories in the
hardships his particular trade imposes upon him. He's
inclined to look down on the men from the big ships
as “softies.” His walk is a “destroyer roll.” His hat
sits precariously on one eyebrow. He is the bane of the
Shore Patrol.

He'll abuse his ship roundly as the most uncom-
fortable, leakingest, buckingest crate that ever went to
sea. But let somebody else pass unfavorable comment
on her and he’s up in arms. Asked why he wasn’t ap-
plying for a transfer after he had given a lengthy and
extremely critical recital of his ship’s famed acton, a
survivor of the Borie put it all in a nurshell. “Me?
No, thanks! There’s too much red tape on a big ship
for me. On a destroyer you know everybody with
their good sides and their faults. And everybody
knows you. You can’t sham on a DD. You gotta be a
sailor, mister.”

Destroyers get into the blood not merely of the men
that serve in them, but of anybody who has been given
a chance to get acquainted with them. Even a master
of the hard-boiled school of writing like John Stein-
beck can wax dithyrambic over a lirtle ship. After
spending part of his correspondent’s tour of duty
aboard a DD he wrote:

“A. destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fight-
ing ship of all. Bartleships are a licdle like steel cities or
great factories of destruction. Aircraft carriers are float-
ing flying fields.

- “Even cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a de-
stroyer is all boat. In the beautiful clezn lines of her, in

her speed and roughness, in her curious gallantry.”

(



U.S5.5. Borie (DD=215)

Command ing Off icers in World War ii:’

Ret ired
__Dates Rank
Lt. Cdr. Harry F. Miller, USN 9/30/uCF- 5/16/u2 RAdm,
Lt. Cdr. Philip R. Osborn, USN® 5/16/42 - 6/6/u43 Capt.
Lt. Charles H. Hutchins, USNR* 6/6/43 = 11/1/u3 cdr.

x & X X ¥ ¥ ¥ X%

Notes:

! Sources: The Borie'!s deck logs at the National Archives and
the transcript of Lt. Cdr. Hutchins! oral history recorded
on November 15, 1943,

The date he reported for duty aboard the Borie. Rear Admiral
Miller died on April 1, 1952, but there is no obituary for
him on rile at the U.S. Naval Academy. He graduated in the

Class of 1925,

Captain Osborn, USN (Ret.) graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy, Class of 1929, He currently resides in Annapolis,

Maryland,

Lt. Hutchins graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy, Class of
1936. He was USNR because he had resigned his commission

prior to the war.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
May, 1998






Obituary for Commander Charles H., Hutchins, USNR (Ret.)*
1913=-1952

Command ing Off icer, 6 June to 1 November 1943

| CHARLES HARRIS HUTCHINS *36

Cdr. Charles H. Hutchins USNR (Ret.) died on 30
August 1992 at his home in Hiiton Head, S.C., after
an extended four-month illness. Funeral services
were held on | September in Hilion Head.

Born on 28 January 19i3 in Rhode [sland,
“Hutch,” as he was known to Classmates and friends,
was appointed to the Naval Academy from Indiana in
1932, subsequently graduating with the Class of
1936.

Following graduation, Hutch served two years in
NEVADA, followed by a short tour in the destroyer
DORSEY before resigning his commission as ensign in
September 1938. He had married Ann Hubbard in
June of that year, and after ieaving the Navy they set-
tled in Terre Haute, Ind., where Hutch began leam-
ing the box industry.

In December 1941, Hutch was commissioned a
Lieutenant (jg) USNR and ordered to active duty in
Panama where he served as an ordnance officer. A
year later, he was assigned as Executive Officer of
Bogie, engaged in anti-submarine patrol in the North
and South Atlantic, fleeting up to command in 1943.
While on camrier escort duty, BoriE attacked,
rammed and sank a2 German submarine, but the
Borie was lost as well. Hutch next took command of
J. Frep TALBOTT for more North Atlantic duty. This
was followed by arders to the destroyer DORAN which
was later comverted into a high-speed mineswecper
#nd transferred to the Pacific Ocean in 1945.

For his WWTI service in the Navy, he was the re-
cipient of the Navy Cross, Presidential Unit Com-
mendation, Navy Unit Commendation and several ci-
tations from foreign govermments.

With the end of the war, Hutch was released to in-
active duty and refurned to Terre Haute and the box
industry. He became sales manager and eamed pro-
gressive assignments a3 the company expanded. He
retired in 1964, becoming involved in other activities,
including public service, until Ann’s death in 1976.
In 1978, Hutch married Margie Fee, widow of Jack
Fee '35, and they left Indiana, maving south to enjoy
retired life in Naples, Fla., and Linville, N.C. In
March 1990, they moved again and took up residence
in Hilton Head, S.C., their home at the time of
Hutch’s death.

Besides his wife, Margie Fee Hutchins, he is sur-
vived by a daughter, Melissa A. Hutchins, two grand-
children, and his stepson, Capt. Jerome J. Fee USN
(Ret.) *60.

pr—

* Shipmate magazine, November 1992






Attached to and on.board of the U. 8. 8.

by H, F, MILLER, Jt.Commender  1.S. N, during the period covered by this Log Book, with date of
Teporting for duty, detachment, transfer, or death; from Degamber 1 194l t, December 31 19 41

LIST OF
BORIE

OFFICERS
(215)

,-commanded

NAXE, RASE. DATE OF REFORT. DT:.“D DoTIES
H. F. MITIER Lieut.Commendsr 9/30/40 ' Commanding,
Morale, |
Nevigator (Acting
R. T. MC DANIEL Lieut.Commander |10/19/41 Exeoutive, Naviga-
DRV {G)— TSR “tor;First-tteut:
Damage Control,
Etucetiom, audity]
Engineer Qfficer
{Acting)s
W. A. PEOPLES Lieutenant 10/19/81 | 12/26/41 ;
E=VG), USRS
8. J. ARNOLD Ensign, 2/9/41 Torpedo, Asst,Dam-
D-V{G], U.5.W.R. age Control, Chem]
¢al YWarfare, .
}
F. M. GILIESPTE, Jr. _|Ensign, 2/9/11 J Comminications, |
D-v(G}, U.S.N.R. i Censor, Athletics|
| Tn‘ha'l'liggnc_g
P. B. EROWN Ensign, 9/20/41 ! Signal, Ship's
D-V(ST, U.B. 1 H. Service
M. R. BROVN Ensign 10/1/41 Asst .Engineer,
E-V(G), U.S8.U.R. Stores.
¥. H, DIETZ, Jr. Ensign 12/22/41 Asst.Foginear
E-v{¢), U.5.1.R.
R. C. YOUNG Ensign, 12/14/40 Gunnery, Asst.
U=V{PJ, T.B.0. K. [+ Flrst Lieutenant.
f
i
|
)
H

<X

2: % and found o bo corect,

. - L
Lieutenant Commender, U.S. Navy,

Commanding.

R, T. MC DANTEL,

Lieutenant Commadder, U,.S.H.R.,

Nomigatar,

AT

(This page to be sent to Bureau of Navigntion monthly with ‘Log sheets,)






UeS.S. Borie (DD-215)

Muster Roll of the Crew; 31 December 1our!

A IKENHEAD, James M.
ALLEGRI, James (none)
ANANIA, Edwardo (none)
AULT, Forrest M,
BARNES, Fulton E.
BARTELL, Frederick C.
BARTHOLOMEW, Harry S.
BEHRENS, John Willy
BENTLEY, Lawrence H.
BRABANT, Paul £.
BRADY, Henry P.
BRANCH, Richard 8.
BREATHWA ITE, Albert E.
BREATHWA ITE, John R.
BROWN, Herman F.
BUTRYN, Stanley J.
CALDWELL, John D.
CAREY, Edward F.
CHAPPELL, Roy L.
CLINKENBEARD, William K.
CLUBB, James F. M.
CONCHA, Domingo (none)
CORNEAU, Francis G.
CRAMER, Fred (none)
DE MAI1O, Harold M.

DE SAULES, Arthur W.
DUFRESNE, Thomas A.
DUGAN, Thomas J.
ELLIS, Elve (none)
ESTIK, Joe {none)
FARR, Ellis Howard
FERREE, Newton (none)
FITZGERALD, Edmund F.
FITZGERALD, Thomas C.
FLYNN, Gerald E.
FRANCI!S, Lawrence R,
FRASER, Lloyd W.
GACAD, Justo (none)
GALLOGLY, John J,
GEARY, William R.
GRAHAM, Charles R.
GRANT, Alfred L.
GREEN, William J,
GRESH, Cameron G.

GUSS IO, Arnold J.
HAMILTON, Oakley L.
HENN, Harold E.

HE SSENFLOW,

Ste
Ste
Ste
wWr2e
CMM
GM2c
AM3¢
SM1 ¢
EM2c
S2¢
Y3c¢
wT2c
Matt2e
Matt2c
ceM
RAM3c
MM2c
RMZc
S2ce
wT2e
RM3c
Ste
CMM
Y3c
wTic
F2e
EMZ2c
Filce
Mattic
CMM
CRM
F2ce
Ste
Stce
Stce
S2e
CGM

Orrstd3c

F1e
F2c¢
SK3c
SMz2c
CMM
RM3c¢
F2c
Cox,
St1ce

Jessie (none) TMic

HESTER, Thomas Clyde, Jr. MMIc

HOBSON, Joe Wheeler
HOOK, John C.

HOWARD, William E., Jr.
HUGO, Benjamin C.
HULL, Stanley E.

HUNT, William H,
IPOCK, Garrison O.
ISENBERG, Harold J.
JOHNSON, Edward M.
JOHNSON, Wilbur N.
KISZKA, Joseph S.
KLOTZ, Warren R.
KORBA, Michael (none)
KURBY, George D.

KURZ, Walter C,

LISK, Lee Roy

LONG, Ralph ¥.

LUCAS, Kenneth M.
LUDWIG, Alfred V.
LUNDIN, Edward A.
LYNN, Buford F.

MAHER, Robert A.
MALANEY, Edward N.
MARIA, Ceasimiro
MASSEY, Frank "P", Jr.
MOCH, Milton (none)
MORRIS, Thomas J., Jr.
MOULTROP, "C" Lester
MULLER, Louis H.
MULLIGAN, Wwilliam E.
MURPHY, George T.
MYERS, Wilfred T,
NEARY, Thomas F,
O!KELLY, Kenneth L.
O!'LEARY, Jeremiah P.
OLEYNICK, Stephen H.
OSEAN, Richard W.
OXLAND, Cl ifford G.
PAGNOTTA, Mario J.
PARNELL, Charlie E.
PARRISH, Wailter W., Jr.
PEDERSON, Ofiver #.
PINTO, Tom (none)
POJAWIS, John L.
RAUENBUHLER, Donald R.
REAMER, Charles, Jr.
REED, Wallace J.
REYNOLDS, Kenneth J.
REYNOLDS, walter R,

TMIc
Ste
Ftc
F2c
TM3c
GM1 ¢
RMZ2c
Stc
Stc
Cox.
F2c
S2¢
CBmkr
MMI c
Cox.
SCt1ce
¢CStd
MMY1 ¢
SC3c
St1c
BM2c
FC3c¢
Stc
OFfPCk2
MMt ¢
MM2e
St1e
SM3c
FC3c
F2c
Stc
Stc
Cox.
wr2c
Ste
MMZ2c
Fte
S1¢
F2ce
MM2c¢
SM3c
S2c
MM1 c
CPhM
Stc
S2c
F2c
Sic
Stce






USS Borie (DD=215); Muster Roll, 12/31/41 (continued)
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RIHN, Burnell V. TM2c STROEBEL, Roland G. Flc
ROBERTSON, Edgar T. CM2c STURLA, George H. Filc
ROEHRIG, Frederick W, File TRENZ, Edward (none) Fie
ROSS, Burton C. BM1c VERZWYVELT, Johney A. ¥T1c
ROYEK, Louis A. wT1e WENZ, Richard ¥. GM3c
SAN PHILIP, Joseph J. Stc WHITLEY, Roy H. TM2e
SAUM, Irving R., Jr. F2c WIKFELD, Wilhelm {none) Ste
SCHMALBERGER, William A, Stc WIiLL, Kar! E. EM3c
SHAKERLEY, William J. T. QM2c WINSTANLEY, Oliver J.,Jr. GM3c
SHEPHARD, Christopher C. Mattic WREGE, Albert ¥. MMt ©
SHERMAN, James E. MM2e YAEGER, Walter W., Jr. F2e
SHOCKLEY, Edd M. Fle ZENDZIAN, Frank S. Fac
SMITH, Walter A. F2c

x % % K X X X % % % &

1 Source:s The shipls Personnel Diary on microfilm at the National
Archives (Archives 11/College Park, MD)

Enl isted complement on 31 December 1941; 123

E. A, wilde, Jr.
June 1998






v.5.8., Borie (DD-215)

Rescue of Survivors of the U.5.4.T7. Merrimack
(Deck Log entry, 15 June 1942
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Editor'!s Notes:

1.

The U.S. Army Transport Merrimack was torpedoed by a U-boat in
the Gulf of Mexico about a week earlier. She was 251 feet long
and weighed 2,606 tons (gross).

2. The I ife rafts were sunk by Gun #2, the 4=in./50 gun on the

port side of the galley deckhouse, and Gun #5, a 3-in./23 anti-
aircraft gun mounted on the fantail. The latter was landed,
probably in August, 1942, when the Borie was converted for es-

cort duty.

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
July, 1998
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The destroyer USS Borlie (DD-215) at Balboa, C.Z., in August, 1942, when she was being converted for con-
voy escort duty, Ouring this refit her four stacks were shortened, and two of her four triple-tube tor-
pedo mounts were removed, Added, ware six "K"-guns and 20-mm antiaircraft guns. Many of her hull ports
were plated over, and her bridge was enclosed for splinter protection. (Official U.S. Navy photograph.)







The USS Borie (DD=-215), a 1920~vintage "flush~-decker" destroyer, during her refit for escort duty
at Balboa, C.Z., In August, 1942. A new platform for two single 20-mm Oerl lkon antlaircraft guns
can be seen abaft of the motor whaleboat., Later, the crowl!s nest on her foremast was replaced by
a surface search radar. These "four-pipers"” gave a good account of themselves In wwil, and fif-
teen of them (including the Borie) were awarded the Presidential Unjt Citation. (U.S. Navy photo)







(Baiboa, C.Z2., 8/42) Looking art from the Boris'!s mast, showing the two tri-
ple torpedo tube mounts {center ) which remained arfter her escort duty conver-
sion. In her rinal battle, with a surfaced U-boat, the port mount (at right)
launched a torpedo which missed the ensmy vessel by only ten feet. This view
shows main battery Gun #4, on the arter deckhouse (at top). {U.S.N. Photo)







KEPRODUCED AT THE HNATLONAL ARCHLVED e 3
AreiyNNDT6 8 133

' By@, NARA Date19/3) Zz’

O e el )

ACTION REPOR]

USS BCRIE DD-215

NO SERIAL 17 JUNE 1943

ANT | =SUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP , REPCRT OF.

FIVE ASW-] FORM REPORTS OF ACTION
IN LAT . 06.41 N, LONG . 53.03 W,
COVERING ATTACK ON ENEMY SUBMARINE
WHILE ESCORTING CONVQY TB=17 WITH
TASK GROUP 42.2.,PC=-575 DELIVERED
ONE ATTACK. ON 17 JUNE 1943.

GETICE OF AL TEGOTDS AND LBRAT
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DD215/A16-3/TG U.,S8.S, BORIE (215) 10-Txm
ADDENDUM : ANTI-SUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP

l., Situation.

1, This vessel patrolling starboard bow of convoy
TB = 17 in_company with Task Group 42.2. Sound search sector
340° - 120° relative to Convoy course (116T), Echo ranging
in use, Escorts patrolling ir phase., Speed of patrol eleven
(11) knotas. Course of thie vessel approximately 155 {T).

2, Two bow lookouts assigned sectors from 10° aoross
baw to own beam. Sixteen (16) ships in convoy. Five (5)
columns, five cable interval, two cable distance. GColumn five
with four ships, others three. Five escorts,

II, Action,

1. Starboard lookout obaserved unusual disturbsnce in
water Wpproximately 300 yards bearing 355 relative. Port lookout
likewise saw disturbance, described as object moving on recip-
rocal course of this vessel, Report made to bridge and speed in-
oreased to 20 knots on starboard engine, rudder put hard left,
sound gear trained on port quarter, Immediately gained excellent
contact including propeller noises identified as submerine. The
attempt was to intercept submarine as it moved toward convoy.

2, Upon reaching course 270, which placed this vessel
between submarine and convoy, target was observed on port bow
at close range. Course was altered hard left to 235T for attack
and propeller noises ware observed to be on end of target toward
convoy, indicating sub had turned away.

3. By the time the ship's head swung to new course, the
advance had oarrlied passed the target, sub passing over 200 yards
on port beam.

L After running out to zet sufficient sea room, main-
taiging scontact throughout, course was altered to teading out on,
030% T, At range 700 yards, course was altered to 000° and ten
charges dropped 1 minute and 2, seconds later. Contact was lost
at about 200 yards.

5. The Chemical Recorder was not used during this attack
because of its lack of range on short scale(l000 yards), per-
mitting only 300 yards tracking between cutting in and turn to
attack course at 700 yards.

6. After attack, maneuvered to regain conteoct which was
done on beering 110° T. On reattack, target remained on steady
bearing, relative speed 15 knots (own speed 15 knots), Chemical
recorder was used on this attack since initial range was just under
1000 yardas. Exoellent traces were obteined and target speed estab-

lished #8 zero, indicating target stopped.
(ENCLOSURE A)
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DD 215/a16-3/TG U.S.S. BORIE (215) 10-fxm
Addendum: ANTI-SUBMARINE ACTICN BY SURFACE SHIP

II. Aotion - (continued)

7o Four charges were dropped and it wes noted that
center of pattern was approximately 150 yards bearing abdout
255 T from center of rirst attack., This would indicate that
submarine proceeded that distance along 1ts celoulated oourse

and then stopped.

8. It was further noted that contact was lost at 300
yards indicating submerine deeper in water.

9. A third attack of four charges was delivered under
circumstences similar to the second and in the same area,

10. Upon attempting to regain contaot after this attack,
no def¥nite target could be established through the dlsturbances

caused by the explosions,

11, Therefore, a searoh was instituted in the surrounging
area to prevent possible escape. It should be noted at this time
that PC=575 searched surrounding area during second attack and

subsequently,
At the beginning of the search an Army bomber Jjolned
and quned the search.

12, After approximately 30 minutes of searching, plane
dove and dropped markers bearing 275 T, this vessel on course
205 T.

13 Course was altered to 275 and speed inecreased to 20
knota, At range 1200 yards bearing 278 T contact was regained,
speed reduced to 15 knots. Contact was excellent and bearing
remelned steady, relative speed 15 knots, recorder in use.

i, Eight oherges were dropped, the center being within
50=75 yards of second attack. It will be noted that depth of
water was about 180 - 200 feet. All charges 1ln last four attacks
were set for 150 feet., Contaoct was agaln lost at about 300 yards.

15. Three minutes after attack water was observed to boil
up within 100 yerds of marker, similar to the appearance of a
water slug fired by a submarine, except in this case it wes about
30 feet in diameter,

16, The 20mm guns were used to indicate to the I’C-575 the
spot 2nd she was lnstructed to attack while this vessel gained sea
room for reattack, That vessel dropred two depth charges, evidently
having oily mushy contaot because of general disturbances. At this
time the sound operator was having extreme difficulty in the area.

(ENCLOSURE A)
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DD215/ 04— 5/ i U.3.3., BORIEZ (215) 10-rxm
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Addendum: ANTI-SUBMARINLE ACTICN BY SUHFACZ SHIP.

11, Action - (eontinued),

17. However, upon agaln closing the polnt of attack the
operator dld obtaln a solid eoho surrounded by others of less

value.

18, Another pattern using 5 charsges was dropped using
racorder. Again ths center was within a few yards of the marker
from previous attack and within 50 - 75 yards of water slug.

19, As this ship galined room for reattack another large
water slug was seen within a few yards of the attack, again three
minutes after explosions, During search of the area and attempt
to regein oontact other similar disturbances wers seen, but of
lesser megnitude, but all within a radius of 100 yards. After
about five minutes seerch, a amall oil slick appeared measuring
300 yards by 30, No further contaots were obtained,

20, Attacks were delivered at times:
First 1207 10 charges
Second 1213 4 ocharges
Third 1226 4 ocherges
Fourth 1302 8 oherges
PC - 575 followed with 2 oharges
Pirth 1311 5 ochargesn
21, Search of the area was ocontinued until 1430 with no

further evidence being obteined. In view of the velue of the
convoy and the serious depletion of escort strength, and since
planes were searching the area, 1t was oonsidered advisable to

return to the convoy,

III, Comments.

1. ¥ateriael functioning was excellent throughout, ex-
cept as previcvusly noted in regard to use of the Recorder. There
were no casualtlies other than new leeks in oll tanks and one
broken gauge glass in the lube o0il system.

2. The recorder paper used during these attacks is sub-
mitted, Imrmediately after securing from General (uarters the
Sound Officer removed the paper and dried it in the galley. It
will be noted that all traces have completely dlseppeared, al-
though ocurrently Instructions for handling sucih were strictly

adhered to.

3. The coordineticn, spirit, and effectiveness of personnel
cannot be too highly commended. To single out any one person or
few persons for specisl mention is dirficult,

(ZNCLOSURE A)
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DD215/ il 3/ TG U.3.3. BCRALZ (215) 10«3
Addendum: ANT LleSUBM A IR CT I BY SUILAACO (Kidl'.

IIX, Comments - {(oontinucd),

L, However, the ability of DUXY%, 7.J., itTl/c, to
obtain and hold gontact under adverse conditiono und radiaal
meneuvering were partioculerly worshy of noto,., Ilis kept a aon-
tinuous flow of portinent laformetion fr m the *ateck' to the
Commanding 0fficer during this operation and uided materially
in the possible destruotlion of an onemy submarine.

5. Under the able leadorsaip of CRuklL, ¥,0., CUX, the
arrrunition perty, repuir party, anid other aveilsble personnel
brought 20 depth charges up from the magrzine, ermed and attached
arbors, and loaded them in a matter of minutes. At no tice was
thae ship delayed f'or lack of ready ghargesn.

6. All hands handled thair asaignments efficlently and
with inkpiative,

IICLUSURE A9



(New York Navy Yard, 7/9/43) This view of the Borie's foc'sie shows hsr for-
ward k=inch/50 gun (Gun #1). This weapon fired a 33-/b, projectile and had a
range of 8 miles at its maximum elevat jon of 20 degrees. With its cartridge,
each round of fixed ammunition weighed 50 |bs, Its rate of Fire was about &=
8 rounds/minute. MNote the breakwater mounted Just Fforward of the gun and the
stocks of two old-fashioned anchors at the bow. (OFfficial U,S.N. Photograph)}







{New York Navy Yard, 7/9/43)} Looking aft down the Boriels starbodard side at
the guns mounted atop the galley deckhouse: the #1 20-mm machine gun and the
#3 L-inch/50 main battery gun., These guns were balanced on the port side of
the deckhouse by the #2 20-mm and the #2 4-inch guns. Fortunateliy, the main
battery guns could be depressed 15 degrees, so they were able to bear during
much of the Borie's final battle, when she dualed at short range with a sur-
faced German submarine in rough seas. (orricial U.S, Navy Photograph.)







(New York Navy Yard, 7/9/43) The Borie's main deck, midships, looking aft
from the No. 4 stack over the forward engine room hatches towards the ele-
vated gun platform with #3 and #4 20-mm machine guns. The 20-mm clipping
room which had been located between these hatches and the gun platform was
removed during this yard availability, The starboard triple torpedo tube
mount can be seen at the far left. (Official U.S. Navy Photograph.)
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(New York Navy Yard, 7/9/43) This view of the Borie's main deck, looking
forward from the after deckhouse, shows the depth charge projectors {("K"-~
guns) and 20-mm ant iaircraft guns which replaced her after set of torpedo
tube mounts in 1942 when she was refitted for escort duty, Shortly after
her yard avaitlability In July, 1943, the Borie made her Pirst of Pour pa-
trols with a hunter-killer group in the Atiantic. The 20-mm mount at the
left (#6) and those in the raised platform (#3 & #4) played a key role in
her final battle, when she engaged a surfaced German submarine, by sweep-
ing the U-boat'!s deck clear of gunners. (Official U.S. Navy Photograph.)
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BORIE USS DD 215

SERIAL 067 12 AUGUST 1943

ANTI-SUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP- REPORT OF.

FORWARDS FORM REPORT ASW-1 - COVERS ACTION.

WHILE OPERATING AS ANTI-SUBMARINE SCREEN
FOR USS CARD ,COMPOSING TASK GROUP 21.14. -
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DD215/A16-3 U.3.5. BORIE (215) 10-fxm
Serial 067.
¢/o Fleet Post Qffice,

New York, H. Y.,
TV TR
T -

‘ August 12, 1943.

Fron: Commanding Officer.
To : Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Via : (1) Commander Task Group 21.1L.
(2) Commander in Chief, U.S.Atlantic Fleet.
Subject: Anti-Submarine Action 8 August 1943 - revort
of.
Reference: {a) Atlantic Fleet Confidential Letter 4CL-43.
Enclosure: (A) FPorm report of Anti-Submarine Action by
Surface Vessel,
(B) Executive Officer's Report of Conduct of
personnel.
1. Enclosures (A) 4dnd (B) are forwarded herewith,

Advance conies as prescribed by reference (&) are forwarded
direct undér otlher cover.

2. This vessel was, at time of attack, operating
witH U.5.05. BAHRY and U.3.3. GUFY as Anti-Submarine Sereen for
U.S.3. Caill, composing Task Group 21,14,

iadvence Copy to:
ComInch.

ASY Unit.
Copy to:CTG 21,14






Begond Attaok {5740 a1l

ANT1—SUBMAHING AUTIVN of OURFACE SHIP

U.S.5._BORTE. {215} Date_ 8/8/43 1942 Time lat Contact__190Q9 GCT

lat.__419 N Long. 380 w course__ 1409 Speed__15 kts.

Couvoy Designation__ Tamk Group 21.14 Convoy Courss [ron—

INSTRUCTIONS

ta) ATTACE FIRST - Then collect data for this report!
‘L) Do not "gur deck" this report - if data cannot be estimatoed with accuracy

onter a Cash in the spece for which no data is availabjo.
(c) Drav a circle around the appropriate entiy in this repart vhere-ever

sultable.

(d) Shirc equippod with DRT submit pencil t=acing of shipls track from time
of 1irst .iz2tact to tormination of operation.

(e} If moro §hun ono attack was mado on same submarine, submit & soparato
form for csech attack.

(f) If Chemical Roecordor used submit trace.

1, GCIBCUMSTANUYS AT TIME GF CONTACT

EBPLOYMENT OF SHIP LIGHT SEA ¥IND SUB_FIRST REEORE*‘E'D
Fatrol Sunry Smouth Forco 3 'BY .
Escort of Convoy Clear Dircction W :Attacking Ship
Inner A/S.Screcn Mcdorate 2250 T  Othor Snipe
Intermcdlato A/S Sercen HZ/m Hoavy BEG Rel Aircraft

Fog Wator Radar
Iniepcendont Hoonlight Temp. Rango

If in company othor ships, position relative YERIFICATION OF CONTACT
Prop loisca - ———

theroto: -
Wilrh of Targot_150 . 209
Movement 2f Targot Yasa
Istigated sound range of tho day Yds. Type of Echo_ Good

Sound gear in use vhen contact mado: Dopprer:
}istoning ~—Echo ranging High - Low ... 2

SIGIT TORPEDO SIGHTED SHIF TORPEDOED FIRST. CONTACT

Feriscope Rel. Bearing Rel. Bearing Range Yde.
Conning Tower Track Angls Dist. Bearing 1500 T or XXX
Aull

Range

REMARKS:
Note & =~ MANNING, R.E., 662-26-58, SoM3/c., V-6, USNR,

2**~ Doppler effect, if any, was not obtailned by
operator,



IQZEL;QmmiQﬂ{

RANGE BEARING OWN COURSE OWH SPEED Rolativo Spred at loes
of contact 18

Rango at loss oo con-
tact__ 160
Tire of drorping first
chargn 1R

At time of dropping

Own course _lK5 -

Own. spoed 15

Agsuned sub speed &
assuned sub course40Q0

Estimated Sub Depth
Shallow-Modium-Deop Notg 1%**

Was marlkrer buoy dropped?

Yas

CHARGE NO. $1:2:3:4:5:6:7:8:9:10¢:11;:12: 13 : 14
{INDICATE DUDS): + : . . . : : : : :
TIME OF DROP : ' T Lo ' s s . : . .

FROM 1st Che, +» 0 : 2 .2 .8 .7 .7 -10 15 : : -
Depta Sctting : e B 3 : : :
“Mgno aqmnn- LR ST SR S :
Size Impulso : : : . : : : :
Charg ! I zl Ih ) x 28 28 l I . . . . . .

EVIDEICE OF LaMAGE 70 SUB. (Note: Do not confuse tho brown residue from depth
charge explosion with ¢il on water.)

Lookouts repurted that a black objeot broke the surface
momentarily.

TI{iE BLTWEEL FIRST CUH‘I‘AC'I‘ Ol YHIS TARGET aliD THIS ATTACK 1, minutes

If po furthor attacks mado, timo botwoen last attack and nbandonment of
soarch Reagon search abandoned:

o, chargos romaining 42

3. GHIMRAL HARKS (USH ADDITIONAL SHEST IF NECOSSARY): 3
(Show evasive tactics if possible)

1*** . Pattern had been set for a deep attack. Contaot was held
until range was 160 yards. This indiocated a shallow tar=
get, but as there was very little time to change the sett-

ings, this deep pattern was dropped.



DD215/A16-3 U.S.S. BORIE (215) 10-fxm
Serial 067.

ARTTT T T
T . . O
N Loy . i 2 - §4
ADDENDULI 10 SHCLOSUNRE (A):

1. Tactical situation - Base course 340° T, zigzeg
plan 24 1n use, BORIE on port bow, speed 17 kmots. At
1755 stopped starboard engine to plug leaky tube in conden-
sor, belleved due to urgent attack delivered previous day
on possible contact. At 1831 while swinging from heading
036° T to 0259 T, sound operator obtained echo bearing
0100 T. Turn was accelerated to that heading to investigaste
contact. Chemical recorder was placed in readiness and depth
charge battery set up with an eight charge pattern medium

depth.

2. Contact was lost, to be regained again at 1832
bearing 3500 T, renge 430 yards. These echoes were particu-
larly sharp. Rudder was put hard left and contact held to
160 yards. Charges were fired 22 seconds later, with last
contact slightly on starboard bow. No results were observed.

-
»

3. Second pattern was set up as ahip moved out for
sea room on course 3300 T, This pattern was set deep in be-

lief submarine, if such it were, would seek depth.

Le Course was altered to 14,09 T for reattack and at
1600 yards contact was regained bearing 1500 T. After two
or three sharp schoes, contact was lost, not to be regained
until picked up again at range 350 yards, bearing 1650 T,
Course had been altered to 160° T prior to last regaining
contact, since motion in that direction had been indicated
throughout previous attack and in reattack., Rudder was put
hard right and contact again held to 160 yards. ZEchoes were
very sharp, target width apout 15 - 20 degrees and motion of
target determined. Again eight charges were fired 22 seconds

after contact lost.

5. It was noted that center of pattern bore about 245°
T from first, distance about 300 yards.

6o About one and one half minutes after this second

attack, as BURLE stood out for seu room, and object was seen
to rise to the surface within the pattern area and immediately
submerge. This was reported from three dilfferant parts of the

ship.



DD215/A16-3 U.S.S. BORIE (215) 10-fxm
Serisl 067.

WE L TTEATT BAY
bl N i e

ADDEIDULI TO ENCLOSURE (A):

7e This spot was immediately closed again for reattack,
but no satigsfactory sound contact could be obtained in the dis-
turbance. An attack on the general area itself was not made,
ince to do so would have reduced the number of cherges avail-
:ble for possible firm contact as this vessel emerged from the

disturbence.

8. Further search of the vicinity produced negative re-
sults. No evidence of damage was found, nor wers any fish ob-

served.

9. Descriptions obtained of the object which broke sur-
face strongly suggest the bow of & submarine. In view of the
fair sound conditions existing end the similarity of the echoes
of these contacts with trial echoes made on other ships of the
Task Group each day, it 1s believed the target was definitely
submarine. JIFurther, the location of the surfacing with relation
to pattern center precludes the possibillity of its escaping

without some damage.

10, If this second attack had been delivered with charges
set at a lesser depth, it 1s believed the results would have
been fnr more promising.

1l.. The work of the after engine room crew during this

o -ck 1s particularly worthy of note. By 1934 they had lo-
2d and plugpged leaky tube and had starboard engine again in
-~.ation. This work carried on during depth charge firing.




DD215/A16-3 U.S.S. BORIE (215) 10=-1£xm
Serial 067,
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Executive Officer's Report - Conduct of Personnel:

1. The performance of all personnel during the attack
was excellent. All Hands manned their Battle Stations quickly
and throughout the attack executed all duties quietly and

efficiently.

2. Prior to the first depth charge attack a condensor
tube was ruptured in the after mein condensor. The after
enzine room was necessarlly secured. The crew took this cas-
ualty in stride and did not allow it to interfere with the
prosecution of the attack in anyway.

3. The men in the after engine room deserve special
niention for thelr action in repairing the ruptured condensor
tube durings the attack. The following men were chiefly respon-
sible for revalring the condensor which required only one hour
and thirty-eight minutes: IUCAS, Kenneth lLiiles, 250-36-28,
Cidi{4i), U.S.N., CALDVELL, John Daniel, 201-60-32, HM.ii.1l/ec.,
U.3.0., TRENZ, Ldward (none), 403-03-54, M.M.1l/e., 0-1, U.S.N.R.,
PAGHOTTA, Mario James, 403-64-81, M.M.2/¢., U.S.N,

(Bnclosure B)
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21 Aupgust 1943.. \’1h3?

CVE=11/A16~3 U.S.S. CARD
{ 034 ) lat Endorsement 2’“*‘
R
— GO A i,
(:_\.r)”:lu
From: Commander Tesk Group 2l.14 =l
(Commanding Officer, U.3.S. CARD). 00
To : Commander in Chierf, U. 8., Fleet. D
Vie : Commander in Chief, U; S. Atlantic Fleet. SuP Lo
1. Forwarded.
2e Position of attack is oamlculated by this ship as

Letitude: 41-38 N., Longitude: 38-22 W.

3e Attack was well executed and delivered.

o The positive nature of the contact; the appear-
an¢e of an object that wag probably the submarine's bow; and
the lack of any further sound contact in the area suggest that

this submarine was prohably éunke.

. 1 .

Copy to:
U535 BORIE
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The USS Borie (DD-215) (Lt. C. H. Hutchins, USNR) sank the
German submarine U-405 on 1 November 1943 in the Central Atlant:c
halfway between Newfoundland and lreland (see map). The Borie had
been detached from the hunter-killer Task Group 21.14 (Captain A.
J. Isbel!, USN, aboard the escort carrier USS Card (CVE-11)}) to
search for a submarine sighted by one of the carrier!s planes the
previous day. Prior to her epic battle with U-405 the Borie at-
tacked and apparently sank another U-=boat, but this vessel was
able to |imp back to her base at Brest, France.

The U=U405 was a 220-Foot Type VII-C boat displacing 712 tons.






All of the drama and intensity of the prolonged battle between the USS Borie (DD-215) and the German
submar ine U-405 on 1 November 19543, is conveyed by this painting. It was an epic duel fought mostly
on the surface at night in high seas. One hour and twelve minutes after the /initial contact was made
the U-boat was finally sunk by guntire and dapth charges, The Borie, abandoned after a long strug-
gle, was sunk by U.S. planes. (Painting by Combat Artist Warrant Boatswain Hunter Wood, USCG, )







U.S.3. BORIE(DD215) c/o Fleet Post Office,
New York, New York,
8 November 1943.

From: Commanding Officer.
To : Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet.
Via : Commander Task Group 21.14,

(Cormanding Officer, U.S.S. CARD).

Subject: Anti-Submarine Actioms, 31 October and 1 Novem-
ber, by U.S.S. BORIE - Report of.

Reference: (a) Cinclant Conf. Ltr. 13CL-43.
(b) Cinclant Conf. Ltr. 12011"1-}30

Enclosures: (A} Report of Action, 31 October 1943.
(B) Report of Action, 1 November 1943,

1, Enclosures (A) and (B) are forwarded herewith.

2 BORIE encountered first submarine at 2010, 31
October 1943, ship time (zone description plus one hour and
fifty-four minutes) and sank it in three depth charge attacks.,

3. Second sub was contacted at 0153, 1 November
1943, and after one hour and four minutes of action was sunk,

L, Damage sustained by BORIE during this second
action necessiteted abandoning ship just prior to sunset, 1
November, and scuttling her the next morning, 2 November, by
gunfire of U.S.S. BARRY and bombs of plane flown from U.S.S3.
CARD,

5e All classified material was destroyed and was
not compromised.

6. No serious casualties to personnel were sustain-
ed during action, but because of adverse weather conditions
three officers and twenty-four men were lost when ship was
abandoned.

7 The Commanding Officer invites attention to the
difficulties of a night gun action with submarines and strongly

-lﬂ



8 November 1943,

recommends that ships equlpped with radar controlled guns be
made available for offensive action in submarine concentrations.

SECRET-SECURITY U. S S. CARD 9 November 1943.
CVE~11/416-3 lst Endorsement
{ 0045 )
From: Commanding Officer.
To : Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet.
Enclosure: (C) Extract from Task Group 2l.l4 Narrative.
le Forwarded, strongly concurring in the recommenda-

tion that "ships equipped with radar controlled guns be madse
avallable for offensive action in submarine concentrations®, -

2 The length of the second submarine, as estimated
fy oORTE's Commanding Officer, is closely corroborated by
‘gwars to a questionnalre circulated by this ship tonall BORIE
:v-sonnel top~-side during the action, ok =

3. The BORIE's finel two actions exempliry the‘
finest fighting traditions of the Naval Service. Only the-loss
of the three offlicers and twenty-four men after the BORIE- was,
abandoned mars the Jjoy in these two srlendid victories. ;;:

o CEZ
Lo Enclosure (C) is forwarded herewith for ready =
reference and immediate information. = A

Advance Copy to:
CINCLANT
COMASDEVLANT



ADDEMDUM TO REPORT OF ACTION BY U.S.S. BORIE WITH SUBHMARTNE

31 OCTOEER 1943,

1t 1s to be noted that with exception of recorder traces
all data, logs, and records covering this action were lost when
ship later sank, All information was collected immediately
following action and those data given are considered accurate,
Any doubtful data are either omitted or indicated as such,

At sunset, 31 October, BORIE was ordered by Cormander
Task Group 21.14 to proceed to position, Latitude 49-03 N,
Longitude 31-55 W., where planes of the Task Group had sighted
two subs on surface cruising in echelon, and had sunk one, the
larger of the two escaping.

Arriving on station BORIE conducted search getting radar
contact bearing 095 T, distance 6500 yards while on course 090 T,
Changlng course to 095, speed 22-1/2 knots, target was ¢losed,
radar contact being meintained throughout and target tracked on
course 275, speed about 15 knots.

At range 1700 yards, BORIE changed course %o 135 to ex-
pose battery and permit ramming from broad on bow., Starshells
were fired, followed immediately by obtaining sound contact on
seme bearing. About 10 seconds after firing, radar contact wes
lost.

Changed course left and slowed to 15 knots to conduct
depth charge attack. Sub tracked on 306 T, speed 4 knots. Eeld
good contact in to 150 yards. Sub apparently used no evasive
tactics and no counter measures by sub were noted.

Following liimediately after attack, heavy under water ex-
plosion was heard and felt. This blew out all QCL fuzes and
knocked some brickwork out of one boiler.

Repairs were effected and area again closed within 10
minutes. During second aprroach sound contact was again obtain-
ed about 300-400 yards, bearing 075 from float light marking
first attack. A4S contact was closed at 15 knots, heavy odor of
diesel oil was observed by personnel in many parts of the ship,
Second attack delivered and procedure to regain contact insti-

tuted.

ENCLOSURE (A) =1~



As BORIE turned to reettack, sub was seen to rise to
surface, silhouetted by floet light. Rader contact was simul-
taneously obtained. Sub appeared to 1lift out of water, bow
high, then after three appearances on SL radar screen, sub was
observed to submerge, stern first, and radar contact disappeared.

Regained sound ccantact and delliversd third attack at 15
knots, renge rate 15 knots, bearing steady. Point of contact,
as marked by floet light, was about 150 yards, bearing 075 from
second attack.

Further efforts to regain contact were without success,
Area was seerched three and one-kalf hours for target or eny
evidence of destruction thereof.

No target was found, but upon returning to point of
ettacks, the surface of the water was observed to be profusely
covered with diessl oil, the extent of the slick being esti-

mated at 1000 yards.

Original radar contect was obtained by POTTER, Eerl
Jercome, soundman second c¢lass, 316-79-58, U. S. Navy.

ENCLOSURE (A)



DDz215 U.3.3. BORIE (215) (cwp)

c/o Fleet Post Office,
New York, N.Y.
November 8, 1G43.

rrom: Executive Officer.
To : Commanding Officer.
Subject: First Attack on EFnemy Submerine, 31 October

1943, Personnel Report of.

1. The entire personnel of the ship acted in a
very creditable manner. There were no outstanding acts above
and beyond the call of duty but all hands perrormed their duty

in excellent fashion.

2. The torpedo department deserves speclal mention
for the efficient operation of the depth charge battery after
the hyéraulic release mechanism from the bridge failed. The
Sugar Love radar operator, FOTTER, Earl Jerome, 316-79-58,
soundmen secoand class, U.3. Navy, is to be commended for a
very alert watch in that he obtained a contact on the submarine
at eight miles. The smund operator, KENT, Lerten "V", 618-11-57,
soundman second class, U.3. Naval Reserve, is to be commended
for his excellent operation of the sound stack which contributed
materially to the smccessful destruction of the enemy submarine.

P. B, BROWN~Z

3
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ADDENDUM TO REPORT OF ACTION BY U.S.S. BORIE WITH SUEMARINE

1 NOVELEER 1943,

Subsequent to action of 31 October 1943, by BORIE, cover-
ed by separate report, and at position, Latitude 49-00 N., Loagi-
tude 31-14 W., about 26 miles sast of that action, while conduct-
ing search, course 180 T, speed 17-1/2 knots, radar contact was |
obtained at 0153 ship tiume %OBLA GCT) bearing 170 T, range 8000
yards. Increased speed to 27 knots, holding radar contact until
lostv at 2800 yards,

Slowed to 15 knots and gained sound contact at 2000yards
bearing 170 T. Conducted depth charge attack, bearing drawing
left, range rate 10 knots. At range 500 yards, bearings drew
rapldly right. BORIE chenged course to 210, range rate dropped
to 6 knots. Fired 5 seconds late using 10 knot range rate on
recorder for firing purposes.

As BORIE drew away from polnt of attack during procedure
for regaining sound contact, sub was seen to emerge from depth
charge disturbance. Radar contact was simultaneously obtalined,
range 400 yards,

The 24 inch searchlight was trained to the sub using SL
rader bearings transmitted by voice over JB phone circuit. Then,
assisted by this radar, the searchlight was used continuously
until the sub was sunk, except for short period when shut off
for tactical reasons,

Changed course to close and increased speed to 25 knotse.
Range operned to about 1400 yards before turn was completed.
BORIE opened fire with all main battery guns and 20MM machine
guns as they came to bear during turn.

Sub opened fire with six 20MM guns shortly thereafter
end scored hits in forward engine room, as well as scattered
and harmless hits near bridge area. However, BORIE's 201
battery was extremely effective and in a matter of seconds had
wiped out every exposed member of sub's crew top side. The
effectiveness of this battery was an outstanding feature of the
next hours running battle., The submarine made continuous effort
to man thelr deck guns, but as each man emerged from the conning
tower hatch to the bridge, he was immediately met by a hail of
20MM projecticles,

ENCLOSURE (B) -1~



As BORIE completed turn to close and all the port main
battery could bear, control was shifted from local to central-
ized control, pointer fire. Thence, denending on situation,
this method and director control were used almost entirely. A
very early salvo, either the second or third, saw all three
shells strike the sub's forscastle apparently under forward deck
gun. When smoke and fire subsided, deck gun was gone without
having fired a shot,.

Sub maneuvered on extremely evasive courses at about 15-16
knots trying to esceps on surface as BORIE came in firiung all
guns, closing to ram.

Coming up on sub's starboard quarter at 25 kmots range
closed rapidly and BORIZ turned in to rem, Just a few Seconds
before the crash, with course about 295° relative to sub's, the
sub turned hard left attempting to parallel BORIE, however,
BORIE struck about 30 feet abaft sub's stem and rode up ard over
sub's forecastle, pinning it under.

The two ships remained in this position for about 10
minutes, with angle between centerlines about 25 to 30 degrees
from parallel heedings.

During this part of the action main battery guns #2 end
#4, and 20ii machine guns #3, #., and #6 kept up a continual
fire, battering the conning tower, machine guns, and after end
of sub to a flaming wreck.

Several attemnpts were made by the sub to man its guns
but no one got near them, being met by four inch, 20kM, Tommy
Gun, pistol, rifle, and shot gun fire. One men was killed by
a sheath knife thrown frcm BORIE's deck and which buried itself
in the man's stomach, another was knocked overboard by an empty
four inch shell case thrown by the gun captain of gun #2 which
could not then bear.

At this time it was possible to examine the sub fairly
thoroughly. ©She was about 300 feet long, painted a very light
gray with a polar bear device on conning tower, Three numbers
had been painted on conning tower but the space they occupled
had been too badly shot up to distinguish them. TForecastle deck
faired back its full length with no flare in sheer llne where
gun had been., Six machine guns were mounted on after end of
bridge structure, one centerline quadruple open mount, and two
single mounts on each side and forwerd of quad.

ENCLCSURE (B)



In 1941 the 20-mm Cerl ikon air-cooled machine gun began to replace the ,50-cal.
water-cooled machine gun as the Navy's standard !ight antiaircrart weapon. (It
was also called a machine cannon, because it Pired explosive shells.) This er-
ly Mark 4 version with an open-ring sight required a four-man crew: the gunner,
a trunnion operator (to adjust the height of the gun carriage) and two loaders.
Whaen ritted with the Mark t4 gyroscopic sight, introduced in 1943, a range set-
ter was also required to enter range data. The Oerlikon had an erffective range
of 1,600 yards and Flired at a rate of 450 rounds/minute, (OFFficial USN photo.)







The sub's bow had been badly battered, apparently by the
depth charge attack,

It was during this period that BORIE received severe under-
water damage along entire port side, including both engine rooms,
as ships pounded together in sea, before Separating.

Sub got underway again with BORIE in pursuit, firing main
and 20MM4 battery effectively, one four inch shell exploding in
sub's starboard diesel exhaust., Sub took advantage of its short
turning circle to open range to about 400 to 500 yards. At this
time BORIE brought port torpedo battery on target, but as first
torpedo of salvo was fired sub turned radically. Balence of
spread was not flired. No hit was made.

Sub then went into tight circle to port and because of
large turning circle, BORIE could not close. Forward engine
room was seriously flooded by this time, thus hampering move-
ments.

However, sub was held under continuous fire, hits being
registered in good fashion, By this time, about 35 of the sub's
crew had been killed,

At this point the seesrchlight was intentionally doused
and sub, trying to escape in darkmness, turned right. Radar was
used to follow sub until position was advantageous to again use
light. ©Sub was then picked up in light,

Sub now came on to starboard bow under fire of starboard
battery. BORIE closed to ram again, but just before contact,
sub slowed and turned into BORIE's starboard guarter., BORIE
immediately turned hard left, backing full on port engine throw-
ing stern toward sub, to bring it in range of projectors and
fired starboard depth charge projector battery. Three charges,
set at 30 feet, with #1 and #5 projectors loaded with #1 impulse
charge, #3 loaded with #2 charge. Result was a perfect straddle
grouped around conning tower, one over and two short, All ex~
ploded, lifting sub bodily and stopping it before it touched
BORIE. Being nearly dead in water, BORIE was well shaken by
depth charges.

During this entire time &ll bearing guns were flring and
hitting well,

Sub then turned astern of BORIE, at reduced speed. BORIE
turned left to close again, range opened out to about 6007700
yards. Remalning two torpedoes in port battery were readied,
tubes ordered tralned to match pointers, and the stand-by given
ENICLOSTRE (B)
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es pointers neared matching., Just prior to firing, with tubes
10 degrees from bearing, the main battery fired a full salvo
which knocked an engine room hatch open, catching the under side
of the tube, jamming it. One torpedo was fired and seen to pass
within 10 feet of the sub's bow, but did not hit.

However, a main battery salvo struck the sub's starboard
diesel exhaust (the second hit in this spot) and sub immediately
slowed, stopped, and surrendered, firing white Very's stars.
Several of these were fired with a few red and greem, apparently
in a shower.

About 15 members of the crew, with yellow rubber rafts,
abandoned ships Within two or three minutes the sub sank stern
first at steep angle and exploded, possibly from scuttling
charges set by officer who was last person sSeen to leave sub.

AS BORIE maneuvered to pick up first of survivors, the
personnel in rafts continued to fire Very's stars, apparently
signalling to another sub, since the entire group of survivors
was only 50-60 yards from BORIR, held in beam of searchlight.
An answering white star was seen bearing about 220 T.

At this time, with survivors just off port bow, and
BORIE heading 240 T, the sound operator heard torpedo bearing
220, BORIE immediately went ahead with ell available speed
coming hard left to 220. Torpedo was followed down port side
by sound gear and slightly phosphorescent wake was apparente.

Unfortunately, these evasive tactics forced the ship to
run directly over group of survivors, They were not seen again
as BORIE cleared area, using radical zigzag gaining room to
northwest.

The entire action, from the initial contact uuntil the
sub sank, lasted one hour and four minutes.

The ramming resulted in serious demage to BORIE. The
entire port side, from bow to after end of '"D" tanks was badly

erushed and holed. The forward engine room. flooded completely
in spite of all efforts to prevent it.

Only minor casualties to personuel occurred during action,

ENCLOSURE (B) L=



Of particular note was the effectiveness of the 20MM
battery, "Murderous" is the only word which adequately describes
it. That battery prevented any successful use of the sub's guns,
Only two stoppages were experienced and these were quickly clear-
ed., Ranges varied from about 1200-1400 yards dovn to 4O feet.

Having no rader control of the main battery, use of the
searchlight was mandatory. It was entirely successful, but fur-
nished the sub with information as to BORIE's location.

The inability of the 1200 ton destroyer to turn sharply
was a severe handicap, resulting in prolonging the action and
maklgg possible the sub's evasion of a direct blow in ramming
tactics.

Ship's doctrine for the use of shallow set depth charges
against a surfaced sub was amply justified by the results ob-
tained.

Throughout the action, the initiative of all personnel
and their quick estimate of the situation were gratifyinge. One
example was that period of the engagement when the sub was pinned
alongside. On 27 October, during the routine battle drills, the
situation was presented by the Executive Officer, wherein a sub-
marine remmed the ship in the port side of the forward enrgine
room. When this action, then, presented almost ezactly that
sltuation, every man acted immediately without orders,

Although the facilities for a CIC of any great import in
a ship of the BORIE's type are extremely limited, every effort
was made to utilize what did exist. It functioned exactly as
plenned, furnishing all possible information without a hitceh,
under the direction of the Executive Officer, who remained there
except when sub was alongside. During that phase of the action
he used a Tommy Gun from the bridge with telling effectiveness,

Sound operator, KENT, Lerten V., soundmsn second class,
618-11-57, U. S. Naval Reserve,
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Dp215%5 U.5.S. 30RIF (215) (awb)

c/o Fleet Post Office,
New York, N.Y.
November 8, 1943,

To: Commanding Officer USS BORIE.
From: Executive Officer USS RORIE.

Subject: Second Enemy Attack, Night of October 31, November
1, 1943 - personnel report of.

l. As in the first encounter of this night the conduct
of the entire crew was uniformly excellent, "All Hands" exe-
cuted their duties in above average fashion. The Executive
Officer feels that he carnot adequately express in words his
pride in the way that the officers and crew of the ship met
the task of battle. They marned their stations and obtained
the =naximum efficiency from the equipment at hand. The com-
plete disregard for personal safety, and the initiative showm
by "All Hands" was an inspiring sight. All of these men knew
what they were going to do and did it, coordinating their ef-
forts into a single efficient fighting unit; very few cozmands
being necessary.

2. "All Hands" performed individual feats which demon-
strated their initiative, courage and intelligence showing
that they had a co-plete understanding of the situation. Some
of the outstanding ones were as follows:

(a) Lt. ¥. R, Browvn, DE-V(G), USKR, who with GRICEN
W. J., 161-81-21, C'M, USNR, and PAGNOTTA, Mario James, 403-&4-81
USN, manned a flooding engine room operating the turbines some-
times at 25 knots until the water was over their heads. Lt. M.R.
Brown sarned the throttles with water up to his neck and deck
plates drifting about his feet.

(b) The after engine-room crev and the engineer re-
pair party accomrlished excellent results in operating their
plant at high speeds and at the same time repairing two holes
in the ship's hull. The engine-room was in charge of LUCAS,
Kenneth Miles, 250-36-28, c!M, USN. The men who were out-
standing in repairing the holes and shoring the bulkhead be-
tween =ngine-rooms were SAUH, Irving Randolph, 414-£1-56, MM2/c,
USIR and SHOCKLEY, Edd Monoah, 256-30-60, M2/c, USH,

(c) The bulkhead between the forward engine-room and
after fire-room was well shored by men in a repair party under
ROBERTSQON, Edgar Tell, 402-76-15, CHl/c,USNR who was back of a
hot boller for sometime seeing that the shores were well placed.

(d) The crews of all guns were uniformly accurate
and handled all casualties excellently. The gun Captain of gun
one, REYNQLDS, Kenneth Joseph, 403-03-61, GMlL/c,USNR, fired
his gun by pulling tkte firing lateh manually when all other



(2)

Subject: Second Enemy Attack, Night of Octcber 31, November
1, 1943 - personnel report of.

methods failed early in the action. His whole hand and wrist
were badly svwcllen when the actlon which lasted 1 hour and 4
minutes, was over due to the recoill from the gun. The gun
Captain of guns number two and three, KURZ, Walter Charles,
402-76-78, CBYM, USKR immediately ejected six shells which
misfired throwing them over the side without thought for the
personal danger entalled, and when the enemy was alongside
where his gun would not bear threw empty shell cases at them
with the resuli that one German was hit in the head and knocked
over=-borrd freom the submarine, The first loader of gun four
SHEFHARD, Christopher Columbus, 265-79-01, CKl/c,USN, took over
the poin%er duties when the pointer was temporarily blinded by
the flash from the gun and kept the gun hitting, The gun crews
of machine guns number 3 and 4, when the spray shield Inter-
fered with their line of fire, fired through the shield. Minor
wounds were :ir licted on several members of the gun crew but
the men cont:oited operating the guns untill the actlon was over.

(e) The torpedomen under CRO:IIN, Frank J., 504-03-64,
CTM, USH kept the depth charge battery fully manned hauling
additlonal depth charges out of the warhead lociker and assem=-
bling them in record time during the gun action.

(f) As in the first attack KENT, Lerten "V'',
618-11-57, Soi2/c and DUKE, Frank J., RTl/c,USMR, sound and
surface radar operators respectively handled their equipment
efficiently and effectively.

(g) SOUTHWICK, David Frarncis, 607-04-69, Fl/c,USKR
when the submarine was alongside threw his knife from his battle
station on the detth charge battery bufying it in the stomach
of one of the Germans trying to man one of their machine zuns.

(h) CBi, Walter Kurz mentioned above 1s again to be
commended for his ezcellent work in stripdng ship.after the
action thereby helring to inerease the stability of the ship,
then badly damaged.

(1) Machinist Mate, Irving Saum (mentioned above),
as a volunteer, is especlally to be commended for descending
under ten feet of water into the flooded forward engine-room
znd securing the secondary drain cut out valve, which enabled
the securing of the after main drain and increasing the speed
and security of the ship. It 1s recommended that this man be
given an award for action above and beyvond the call of duty,

2.’ E. M
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SECERT=SECUR Ved.G. BGHIR({DD215) c¢/o Flaat Post Office

Al6=3 liew {ork, llew York.
7 liovember 1943.

: Coxmuanding Officer.
: Coxxmander in Chief, U, 8. Fleot.
: (1) Commander Task Group 21.14,
(Cormmnding Officer, U.0.5. CATD).
(2) Coumander, Destroyer Squadron Jl.
(3} Cocmander Destroyers, atlentic Flect.
(t) Corzsander in Chief, U. 8. #5lckilic Floet.

Subject: Report of Damsge Sustailned by U.3.5. B0RIE 4in
Actlon with Enemy Submarine, 1 Hovember 194L3.

Reierence: {a) Article 840, U. 3. Havy Regulations, 1920.

1. diinor damege was received by BORI: by machine
gunfire of sub, scattered hits taling effect bLelow weterline,
rort aide of engine room, es ship rolled in sez. They were in-
ccnsequentinl.

2. ¥ajor damage wu3 received when FOHIE rammsd sub
and two ships pounded together in sea. The entire port side,
from bow to after end of "D" tanks, was crushed pnd holed below
waterline, the worst danmage being inflicted in the forward engine
roon. ilere there were several lholes about cne foot in area in
addition to widely cpened semms.

3. Sirdlar damage was exporienced in efter engine
room, but on a snmeiler scala, Although water reeched nearly to
the floor plotes, effsctive measures brought the leekange within
ths capacity of the maln oirculator during the next few hours.

he Howaver, this success was not attained in tho
forward engline room even with all available puaps, and the water
incroased rapldly. The latter part of the action was fought
wlth the turbines rumning under water.

5. The forvard and after bulkhoads of this engine
room were shored to prevent thelr rupture.

6. Since tho speeds required by BORIL %o press the

batile were 100 great %o mnintain vocuunm using the circulators,
it wss necessery to exhaust to the atmosphere.
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7 Hovenbsr 1943,

Subject: Hepord of Iauepe Justainod by U.3.5. ECRIE in
Action with Enomy Hubnarine, l November 1943.

S WE M Ar W S e A T M e G R T M e S W m me A M Eb MR ol W bm W b M e A

7e The zake up fesd tank, C-101, wns badly contami-
nated with salt water. ‘

e All fuel tapks wero holed, resulting in contmii-
nated fuel. ‘

9. % the ceacluslion of this action, a1 torpedo from
another submarine was dodged and DOIAE withdrow o rendezvous
wilth balance of Task Group at best speed, 17 knots on starbourd
engine, with the port eugine uselessg.

10, It wasg stlll necessary to exhaust o the atros-
phero and since all fresh water was lost orxr used up, bollers
#3 and {h were seeursd %o prevant thoir contanination., Their
vater was uged in 71 and 52, All water was gone beafcre dawn and
sga water adwccdlived,

11, It was soon jumpossible- to operais starboard tur-
bine and toilsr 72 was secured, #1 steaning for svaporetors and
punps. Floodlng of forward englne room resulted 1n loss of
gonorutors and all elecirle pGiwer.

12, The main deck wasd brcken across about four feev
forward of after bulkhesed of 2 firerccm. The port side was
soverely weaksned in forward engina rooin, port alds. Forward
engine room was completoly flooded to waterline and bounding
bulkheads began to evidence weskneas. Thers was no electric
vowsr on ship. Sess were high end weather showed no signs of
noderating.

. A3. Therefore, the chances of getting BOHIE hack to
gort were remote. The tactical situation wes not favorable.
Pnemy subrzarlnes were in concentration in the area.

14, The Commanding 0fficer deolded to abandon ship
and scuttle her. At the direction of Cormander Task Group 21.14,
BORIZ was not scutiled at that time, but was sersenscd throughout
the night. The next morning, 2 Novembsr 1943, in position
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SECREDSROURTEY 7 November 1943,
63

Subjeoct: Report of Damage Sustained by U.S.S. BORIE in °
Action with Enemy Submarine, 1 November 1943.

W m A W T m m Em e o e o W o e e

Latitude 50-12 N., Longitude 30-.48 W., she was sunk by gunfire
of U.S5.3. BARRY and bombs of U.3.S. CARD planes.,

G. He HUTCHINS,
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SECRET=SEGURITY U.5.5. CARD 9 November 1943,
CVE=11/A16-3 15t Endorsement ) '
{ 0046 ) .
From: Commanding Officer.
To Commander in Chief, U. S, Flest.
Via : ~ {1) Cormander, Destroyer Squadron 3l.

(2) Commander Destroyers, Atlantic Fleet.
(3) Commander in Chief, U, S. Atlantic Fleet,

1. Forwarded, concurring in decision of BORIE's
Commending Officer as to necessity of abandoning ship.
A. 4. ISBELL.

Advence Copy to:
COMINCH.






Refer to LY1=l/é¥F13=6 UNITED STATES FLEET

ours

Serial

DESTROYERS, ATLANTIC FLEET

Care of Flect Post Oflice,
New York, N. Y,

9 DEC 1943

.Adll‘ :51‘.‘ }'\Ohi.‘l!ﬂrr tﬂ

Lo pohilu -&Lpﬁ'@“ Ltr' .
ilGm] Of 7 Woveuser, 1343

¥roms Comzander *nstra;ern Vel'e PAlestle Float,
o Conzander in Chlef, unitau “tates Fleot,

Vvie 3 coamander ln (.ohl&f' Ug.ls stlentle leet,
fubjeot: aeport of dunngw wustalned by UsU, 0, 200l ia

uO‘lGﬂ with Zoany Sabnmarine, I loventer, 1743

Le soreorded eaneureing In rirat eadersoanat,

De TLy gallant counduot af Lleutansat Yutehlinz
and e ohilp's Casipgay ol the BoAix uurlnr the aurcereful
ecuion witl Lwo enecmy Iubugrines has ulraaay recaglved
reeosalblon fron the Casumader Lo Chlef, V.ile tlzatle
flont,

5, L. DEO
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CINGLANT FILE UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
Lil-1/

(001266) CARE F. P. O.,, NEw York, N.Y.,
14 DC 1943

FOTRTI] LIDORSEEEHTS to
LU FORIL beoret Lir,
tlo=3 of 7 Nov, 1943,

Frome Corzender in Chlef, United &tates /itlantle Fleet,
To A Conmander in Chlef, Unlted States Flest,
tublect: Report of Damage Sustalned by U,8.8. DORIE in
Action with Eneny Sutiarine, 1 MNovembor, 1943.
1. Yorwarded,
2 In view of the gevero damapge rooeived and the

attondunt oircumstances, the Conmandlng Offloor of the U, .3.
HonIY was entlirely juatlriod in his declslion to abandon ship,

Js ihe report of this aotion has been covered in
saparate correspondenca,

e Tranhmisalon of thls letter by roglaterod rall
within the ceontlnontal limits of the Unltoed States 1s author-
ized,

R, E., INGERSOLL

Copy to:
CoxDeslant
2.0, GX-DBORYE
C.Cs CAID






,repared-~Januery 31, 194k

Pors 328--J1s Signed iR 5 1944

The Presldent of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the KAVY CROSS to

LIEUTENART MORRISOR R. BROWN, UKITED STATES HAVAL RESERVE
for eservice as set foarth in ths following

CITATICK:

"For extraordinary heroilsm es Engineer Officer of the
U,8.5, BORIE when that vossel attecked smd gank an enemy
submarinsienctbs-morning-of-Rovembex+:<19k%. Grimly
determinsd to keep the engines of the BORIE operative end
with sufficient pover to complete her mission, despite
gorious damsge sustained during the prolonged battle,
Lieutenant Brown remained stesdfastly at his post, buffeted
by debris in the hoavy rolliing of ths vessel and with water
pouring into the forward engine room. As the flooding
increased and the compartment becams untemsble, he calmly
ordered his men 1o safety while he stayed below, standing
neck-deep in water st the throttle until ths BORIE had
complotely destroyed the submerine. Lieutenant Browm's
cowrzgeous and unswerving devotion to duty in the feace of
grave peril was in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Rawvel Service."

For the President,

cO P\{ PRANE §NOX
F“’E Secrotary of the Navy,
Copy to:
Pers 328
\\EB 11:01‘8 %2 Born: 12 October 1916
ers Swempscott, Mass,
Public Relations, Ravy Dept. H. Add: 4615 Alton Road
Mieri Beech, Floride
Rgﬁ Cin@gﬁh‘ Eer 3231 N, of kin: Frances G. Brown
26 Jenuary - Spec (wife) 4615 Alton Roed

¥iemi Beach, Flori

Ces. mtetus: Hisaing in actle
(101070)






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the NAVY CROSS to

IRV ING RANDOLFPH SAUM, MACHINIST!S MATE SECOND CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"At 0200, 1 November 1943, while engaged in
act ion against an enemy submarine, BORIE was se-
verely holed in the forward engine room, which re-
sulted in Plooding that space to the vessel'!s wa-
terl/ine and the eventual disabl ing of the port en-
g ine and the abandonment of that room. [In order
that all available pumps might be placed on the
suction of the after engine room to prevent its
flooding, it was necessary to close the secondary
drain suction in the forward engine room, located
about ten feet below the level of the water. Be-~
cause of the heavy rolling of the ship, it was ex-
tremely dangerous to enter the debris-filled wa-
ter. SAUM volunteered to descend into the water
in the engine room to secure the suction valve.

He accompl ished his task, permitting all remaining
pumps to be used to control the water in the arfter
engine room,"

For the President,
(Frank Knox)

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed Prom a draft citation on an index
card filed at the U.S. Naval Historical
Center. Awarded by a CinClant Itr.
dated 28 November 1943.
E. A. Wilde, Jr.
September, 1996






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
present ing the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

WILLIAM J. GREEN, CHIEF MACHINIST!S MATE
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following

CITAT ION:

"For gallant and intrepid conduct as a member
of the crew of the forward engine room of the USS
BORIE during the action against an enemy submarine
on 1 November 1943. When the forward engine room
of the BORIE was holed and took water so rapidly
as to endanger both the engine room and the ship,
Chief Machinist's Mate WILLIAM J. GREEN remained
raithfully at his post and endeavored to reduce
the flow of water into the ship while keeping his
damaged engine in operation., Despite all efforts,
the inflow of water was too great for the capacity
of the pumps, and the water level rose in spite of
all attempts to neutralize the damage. ©Only on
the practical completion of the battle, after the
water had risen neck deep, and when specifically
ordered by the Engineering Officer to abandon the
engine room did he leave his statlon and cease his
outstanding efforts to keep the ship afloat and
maneuverable., B8y his unyielding loyalty in the
rface of imminent, ever increasing danger, and his
complete disregard of his personal safety, he ma-
terially assisted his ship in its victory over an
enemy submarine."

~

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a draft citation on an index card
riled at the U.S. Naval Historical Center.
Awarded by CinCLant Itr. dated 26 January
1944, E. A, Wilde, Jr,
September, 1996






THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

MARIO JAMES PAGNOTTA, MACHINIST'S MATE, FIRST CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set Forth in the following
CITATION:

"For gallant and intrepid conduct as a member
of the crew of the forward engine room of the USS
BORIE during the action against an enemy submarine
on | November 1943,

"When the forward engine room of the USS BORIE
was holed and took water so rapidly as to endanger
both the engine room and the ship, Mario James Pag-
notta, Machinist!s Mate, Second Class, remained
fa:thful!y at his post and endeavored to reduce the
flow of water into the ship while keeping his dam-
aged engine in operation. Despite all efforts, the
inflow of water was too great for the capacity of
the pumps, and the water level rose in spite of all
attempts to neutralize the damage. Only on the
pract:cal completion of the battle, after the water
had risen neck deep, and when specifically ordered
by the Engineering Officer to abandon the engine
room did he leave his station and cease his out-
standing efforts to keep the ship afloat and maneu-
verable.

"By his uny:eldrng loyalty in the face of im~-
minent, ever increasing danger, and his complete
d:sregard of his personal safety, he materially
assisted his ship in its victory over an enemy Sube-
marine.”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

Typed from a draft citation on an index card
filed at the U.S. Naval Histor ical Center.
Awarded by CinCLant Itr. dated 26 January

1944,
E. A. Wilde, Jr.

March, 1998






The U.5.5. Goff (DD-247) (Lt. Cdr. H., I, Smith, USNR) and a sister ship, the U.S.S. Barry (DD=-2u48) (Lt.
Cdr. H. D, Hill, USNR), warae detached by CTG 21.14 {Capt. A. J. Isbell, USN) to assist the Borie in the
afternoon of | Novembar 1943, The Gofr (shown above) arrived fFirst and was standing by when the Borie
began to abandon ship at 1644, Just before sunset., In darkness and rough seas she recovered 107 survi-
vorg from |ife rarts and rloater nets. The Barry commenced her rescue operation at 1747 and rescued 23
survivors., Unrfortunately, 3 offlcers and 2% men were lost after they abandoned ship., Some were unable
to ¢/ imb aboard the rescue destroyers after being in the frigid water (4i degrees); others were crushed
. or knocked from thelr rafts by the propeller guards of the pltching ships. {U.S. Navy Photograph.)







Day) (Dats) {Month)

Zone plus 1 hour 54 minutes,

Zaono description

Position 0800 . 1200 i 2000
Lat. 49° 40' North 43° L7 North
Long. 30° 33' West 30° L2' Waat

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY}

12 - 16

Steaming as before. 1210 Carrier changed speed to fifteen {15) knots, Com-
menced zigzageging as before, 1222 Carrier and eacorts heading intc wind for plene
exercisea. BARRY at plane guard, 1248 Completed plane exercises, Carrier
changed base course to 210°T, 213°G, 236° PSC., 1250 Carrler and escorts heading
into wind for plane exercises, 1253 Carrier oompleted exercises and steadied on
base course, GOFF at starboard bow position. 1300 Carrker changed courss to 250°]
253°G, 276° PSC. 1400 proceeding to take position on carrier's starboard quarter
preparatory to ocoming alongside to receive length of hese, Stationed all speclal
fueling detaila. 140, Carrier steadisd on 180°T, 183°G, 206° PSC, Changed speed
to ten (1D0) knots, 1421 Recelved hase, Proceeding independently to go alongside

BORIE to dsliver se. 1459 Carrier changed base oourse to 020°T,, 028°G., 046°PBC,

Carrier changed speed to fifteen (15) knots. GOFF close aboard BORIE. 1543 Sent
line across to BORIE and transferred gasolipe, 1547 Carrier made 30° turn to por
and steadied on bhase course 350°T, 353°Q, 006° PSC. 1553E3:zjvgfr line from BORI]

R. A. KERR,
Lisutenant ( jg), USKR.

16 - 20

Lying to, close aboard USS BORIE, U33 BARRY escorting US3 GARD on approximaf
course JSS’T. 1630 U35 BORIE preparing to abandon ship. GOFF standing by to picl

up survivors, BARRY epproaching to said in rescue, 154, Commenoed launching life
rafts from BORIE. 1647 Darkemed ship. 1705 Conmenced rescue of survivors. 1720
USS BARRY reaoched area. DBegan patrol and rescue operations. 181G OUeased resoue
operations, having taken aboard 104 survivors, including 6 officers and 98 enlist
men, C&mmenced patrol and searsh of surrounding aree at various courses and apee

&8 pnfen

Lieutenant (Jjg), USKNR.

20 - 24

Patrolling as bafore, continuing search for survivors of USS BORIE. 2105
Sighted life raft on port bow., 2106 Commenced maneuvering to come elose aboard
raft. 2120 Came 2longside raft, picked up three men. 2145 Resumed searching as
before. 2225 BARRY reported sighting 1ife raft and proceeding to pick up sur-
vivors. 2255 BARRY reported plioking up four men amnd lea;}%g422:g22?d man in raft
See additional page for list of U.S.S. BORIE SURVIVORS. 7 B. MARKS,

Lieutenant {Jg), USKR.

'Hg 15.'5 1Td, LT-CDR.

Examined: .
USNR % g.' HICKS, LT., USNR.

Commanding Ofieer, 0 Navigator,

L4l

bd
P

To be forwarded direct to the Commander Lny Chief, U, B. Fleel, elther at end of an operation or at the end of the celendar month
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To be forwarded direct to the Commander in Chief, U. 8. Fleet, elther at end of an operstlon or al the ond of the calendar month






UNITED STATES SHIP GOFF (DD247)

(Day) (Data) (Month)

Zone description___20Ne _plus 1 hour 54 minutes,

2 ___ November L1943

Pogsition 0800 1200 ; 2000

Lat. 50° 30V North

TLong. 30° 35' West —

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)

0 - 4

In company with USS BARRY, patrolling area to windward of USS BORIE,
abandoned. Steaming on bolilers I & 2 with boliler No, 3 ready for emergency use.
Making various courses and speeds, standard speed fifteen {15) knots (170 RPM).
Ship darkened, crew in condition of readiness III, materiasl conditlon BAEER set,
SL radayr searching all around, o Z? '

S. E. RULE,
Lieutenant, USHNR.

L -8

Patrolling aa before., 0410 USS CARD reporteg radar contact dead astern.
Heading at various courses to Joln CARD. 0435 Took part bow screening station on
CARD. BARRY on starboard bow, Base sourse 080°T, 083°G, 104° PSC, Commenced

zigzagging on base course as in Plan No. 12, Zigzag Diagrams at fiftsen (15) knots,

0510 Carrier and eacorts turned 180° to 260°T, '263°G, 286° PSC. 0513 Steadled
on new baae course 220°T, 223°G, 260* PSC. 0640 Carrier and escorts changed spee
to twelve (12) knots. 0640 Carrier and escorts proceeding into wind for plane
exercises. 0656 Completed plane exercises, Came to new base course 050®. T, 053°

074°PSC., 0725 Carrier and escorts proceeding into wind to take formation for planp

exercises, Passed four bodles floating on surface., Identified as attached to
USS BORIE. 0730 Pasgsed life raft with body in 1t. Proceeding at varlous courses
and speeds to investigate body., Man in raft dead., 0738 Proceeding at various
courses and speeds to rejoin CARD. 0730 USS.CARD resumed base course. Flane
exercises completed, CARD changed speed to ten (10) knots. 0750 Took port bow
soreening station on USS CARD. © .4634;;4/

R. A. XERR,
Lieutenant {Jg), USNR

g - 12

Patrolling as before. 0820 Commenced patrolling ahead of CARD et various
ecnrses and speeds, oircling pogition of US3 BORIE, while USS BARRY proceeding to
sink BORIE, with-gun and torpedo flire. G A ceased firing. CARD sent plan
to bomb and sink BORIE. 0945 BARRY tock position on starboard bow of CARD, GOFF
took port bow station, 095, USS BORIE sank stern first, having received three
direct bomb hits, in approximate poaltion 50° 28* North, 30° 35' West, Carrier
and escorts changed course to 207°T, 210°G, 233° PSC, 1010 Commenced 2zigzaggling
in accordance with Pla§‘§€., 2. 1020 Changed speed to ten {10) knota (110 RYM).

1023 Changed speed td ‘%= knots (133 RIM), 1051 Took formation for plans
exercises, couree 220°T, 1112 Exercises oompleted, resumed regular patrol.

B3 et

Lieutenant (33), USHR

.4
'MM Bramined: <N g7l
M. 'I. SMTTH, LT-CDR., USNR, ¢ / R. HICKS, LT., USNR,

Commanding Officer. Navigator,

TY

L2

To be forwarded direct to the Commander in Chlef, U, 8. Fleat, eliher ut end of an operation or ut the end of the calendar monih,
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M o e e e mmiee  aaea s marmLa





















—r



The Grumman TBF=1 "Avenger? torpedo bomber which sani the 8orie was attached
to Composite Squadron VC-9, embarked on the USS Card (CVE=11 . The Avenger
had a crew of three (pilot, gunner, bombardier), internal bays for a torpedo
or a 2,000-/b., bomb and a power-operated turret with a ,50=-cal, gun., Alter=-
native loads were Four 500=-!/b. bombs or four 325-ib. depth bombs, The TBF-1
was also armed with a Ffixed .30=-cal. gun on the cowl's right side and a .30~
cal. ventral! gun behind the bomb bay. Dimensions and other data:

wingspan Sy 121 Eng ine Wright R=-2600-8 (1700 hp take-
Length uo! off, 1450 hp at 12,000 rt.)

He ight 16157 Top Speed 271 mph at 12,000 ft.
wing Area 490 sq. rt. Land ing Speed 76 mph

Gross wWeight 13,6587 Ibs. Range : 1,215 miles w, torpedo

(Photograph: U.S5. Naval Institute Collection)







Some of the 130 Borie survivors, shown here on the galley deckhouse of one of
the rescue destroyers, being transferred by highline in a canvas bag on 5 No-
vembar 1943, while refueling under way from the escort carrler USS Card (CVE-
11). Even though the Gofr transferred two survivors at a time, it took about
1Y% nours to transrer all of her 107 survivors. (U.S. Navy Photograph.)







B

Torpedd bombers from the escort carrier Uv.5.5. Card (CVE-11) (Capt. A, J.

fsbe!!) find!fy sank the'Borié

on 2 November 1943, after she had been abandoned. A converted merchantman (C3 cargo ship), the Card was
commissioned in 1942, Disptacing 7,800 tons and 492 feet long, she normally carried a 21-plane compos-~
ite squadron made up of Wildcat Pighters (FuF's) and Avenger torpedo bombers (TBF!s). The Card was the
first CVE to receive a Presidential Unit Citation, for ASW hunter-killer operations in the Atlantic with

the Bor.is and two other Plush-deckers from 27 July to 25 October 1943,

(OfFficial U.S. Navy photograph., )







Survivors of the USS Borle (0D-215), sunk In the mid-Atilantic on 2 November 1943, assembied aboard the USS
Card (CVE~11) en route Norfolk, Virginia. Rescued at night in rough seas by the destroyers USS Barry (DO-
2u8}(LCdr. H.D, Hill, USNR) and the USS Goff (DD-247 )(LCdr. H. 1. Smith, USNR), they were then transferred
to this escort carrier by highline while under way. Captain A, J. Ilsbell, USN, CIG 21.14 and the Command-
ing Officer of the Card, saved their [ives by detaching his two remaining escorts to search for the Borie,
even though he knew there were enemy submarines nearby, Twenty-seven of their shipmates died in the cold
water before they could be rescued. (Orfficial U.S. Navy photograph, )







U.5.5. Borie (DD-215)

Excerpt from Lt. Cdr. C, H. Hutchins' Oral History™
(regarding the sinking of a U-boat on 11/1/43)

o

®In looking back over the action at this particular time,
the complete pleasure of the crew in having accomplished the
sinking was visible all over the ship. When the submarine
sank there was a yell that went up from all hands~- it prob-
~ably could be heard in Beriinl! The men were clasping each
other and patting each other on the back, . . . during the
action there were times when it was actually comical to ob-
serve the situation, particularly with the submarine under-
neath. B8earing in mind that this crew has been together a
long time . . ., and the fact that heretofore their one dream
had been to catch a submarine, depth-charge him, bring him to
the surface and then to sink him with gunfire, this particu-
lar action more than justified their hopes.

"1 can only say that their hope is to be held together
as a crew on some other ship. That was their one request
after being picked up when the ship was later [ost."

L B B Y BN RN I S

* The entire transcript of his oral history, recorded on Novem-
ber 15, 1943, is included at the back of this booklet.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
March, 1998
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Stand By
For a Ram

By William Maher with Captain James E. Wise, Jr., U.S. Navy (Retired)

Hollywood would be hard-pressed to devise
a more dramatic sequence than the sea-
borne chase scene recounted here, 50 years
later, by a veteran of this North Atlantic
action against German U-boats in World
War II.

n late October 1943, Task Group 21.14—the carrier

Igard (CVE-11) and the destroyers Borie (DD-215),

arry (DD-248), and Gaff (DD-247)—received loca-

tion reports of a U-boat fueling concentration. The task

group commander, Captain Arnold J. Isbell—also the com-

manding officer of the Card—immediately ordered the
group to proceed to the reported position.

The report was the resuit of a triangulation of bearings
taken with high-frequency radio direction finders (nick-
named “huff duff”) carried on board ship and also posi-
tioned ashore on both sides of the Atlantic. The U-boats
surfaced day and night and conversed with each other and
Admiral Karl Donitz's headquarters in Germany. We had
learned on three previous Atlantic parrols that reports of
U-boat concentrations were amazingly accurate. I learned
after the war that the reason for the accuracy was the use
of the direction finders and the breaking of the German
code by the British after the capture of the U-710 in
May 1941. Their compiete coding machine. the Enigma.
made the Germans’ cipher system unbreakable—or so they
thought. Their code system more than likely would have
remained secure, had it not been for this stroke of Iuck,
During the war the Germans continued to believe that their
codes were safe from enemy codebreakers. The capture
of the U/-110 and her cryptanalytical treasure was a secret
for many years following the war.

We arrived in the area about midway berween the
Azores Islands and Iceland, and our aircraft started hunt-
ing. On the afterncon of 30 October. they spotted a
U-boat. and one of our aviators launched an attack. But
his bomb missed. and the U-boat dove. We knew that
we were in a U-boat operating area.

On 31 October at about 1600, we heard the excited

24

cry of another pilot: “Two bogies on the sur-
face!™ After the report, he descended to 500 feet
and stayed behind the boats, U-9/ and {/-584,
until more of the Card's aircraft could arrive.
We then heard a sudden, “They're shooting at
me!” And indeed they were, both boats cruis-
ing about a mile apart were firing at him, but
their artack was ineffective.

The U/-91 wisely submerged and escaped just
before the amrival of two more Avenger aircraft. As these
planes closed in, they each dropped a Fido, one on each
side of the U-584. The Fido was an acoustic. homing
torpedo just introduced in the spring of 1943; it had
proved very effective. In this case, it was deadly, as the
U-584 went down in 2,000 fathoms of water a few
minutes later.

Because of reports from the pilots, Captain Isbell
thought that the escaping sub was a “milch [miik} cow,”
a U-boat used to refuel and provision other U-boats. Sink-
ing a milch cow would shorten the war partrols of other
submarines—an obvious benefit. With this thought in mind
we, the crew of the Borie. were ordered to search for her.

Lieutenant Commander Charles H. Hutchins, U.S. Naval
Reserve, our commanding officer, informed us over the
sound system that we had “volunteered” to search for
the escaping U-boat. From my bartle stasion just above
the bridge I could hear the steady pinging of the sound
gear as the outgoing sound puises dissipated in the vast-
ness of the distant water. At 2010 | suddeniy heard the
cry, “Radar contact, bearing 095°, range 6,500 yards!”
Eari Potter had detected something on the surface. Of
course no one could see anything thar far away in the dark,
but we all started to ook anyway. With a hard tum to a
heading of 095, the Borie crashed through the waves to-
ward the enemy at 22 4 knots.

We maintained radar contact, and at 1,700 yards we
opened up with star shells. The sky came alive with
bright flares. In the meantime. the sonar kept up its mo-
notonous pinging. Nothing was seen. [ heard, “Radar con-
tact lost!” Then almost at once we heard. “ping-boing,
ping-boing, ping-boing.” the sound of returning echoes,
followed instantly by the report. “Sound contact!” by
our sound operator, Bob Manning. The sub had submerged.
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we lost radar contact, and on exactly the same bearing we
obtained sound contact.

Slowing to 15 knots, we made a depth-charge run after
losing underwater contact at 150 yards. We dropped the
charges, along with a light marker float. Suddenly, one
heil of an explosion rattled our ship and blew out fuses.

Very few of the crew were aware of what happened
next The underwater explosion had caused our sound gear
to fail, thus losing our contact with the sub. Manning
and Radio Technician Duke headed for the lower sound
room, where they located the faulty fuses, replaced them,
and headed back to their battle stations. The sound gear
was up and operating once again.

Below us a steady hand entered notations in the log
book of our undersea enemy:

2330—Surfaced, Course 240-D,

2330—Destroyer 270-D, bow left, location 80-D,
approx. 3,000 meters.

2332—Destroyer shoots flares over boat. boat
recognized.

2333—Submerged.

2336—At 110 meter take 6 to 8 depth charges on
starboard side, silent speed. stopped all auxiliary
engines, no more propeiler noise heard.

Within minutes we were heading for the light marker,
and again [ heard the return sound echo. aiong with Man-
ning’s cry, “Sound contact!” followed by a range and bear-
ing. We detected the odor of oil as we approached for the
second attack. which we made.

As we tumed to aniack again, one report indicated that
the sub could be seen on the surface. but no one on the
flying bridge saw it. We made sound contact again. how-
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ever, and ordered another depth-charge attack. We lost
sound contact again.

Another entry in the U-boat’s log book described dam-
age inflicted by our artack:

01-Nov. . )

0000—Depth 170 meters destroyer propeiler noises
audible from port side, 10 close depth charges,
taking water at bow-room, boat falls through to
210 meter. Only by blowing diving tank #3 able
to hold boat. Run Away at North/West, ASDIC
[sonar] detection, torpedo tube #2 floods and
empties into boat through leaking torpedo
tube door.

We searched three hours for evidence of destruction but
found nothing. Captain Hutchins radioed back 1o the Card,
“Scratch one pig boat.™ We all thought that we had de-
stroyed the milch cow. The U-91, however, was long gone.
In fact, she was not a milch cow at all. We had been bar-
ting an attack submarine, the U/-256, and she, too, was
not sunk. After the war we found out that the U-256, under
command of Oberleutnant Wilhelm Brauel, had man-
aged 10 make it home to Gerrmany in spite of suffering se-
vere damage. This had been one of those strange twists
of fate; becanse the U-97 had escaped, we had found
and damaged the U-256. And because the U/-91 had es-
caped. fate was about to deal us an even bigger hand.

Knowing that we were in an active U-boat area. we con-
tinued hunting and—bingo! “Radar contact, bearing 170,
range 8,000 yards,” called Manning, who was also oper-
ating the radar gear. Captain Hutchins immediately or-
dered. “All ahead full, come left to course 170." Our
helmsman responded, “Left to 170, sir.”






The sea was moderate, it was about 0200, and the
ship’s speed increased to 27 knots. Everyone in the
crew felt the excitement building. At about 2,000
yards we lost radar contact, but again we heard the )
returning echoes. [ &

We got the order to release depth charges. Be-
cause of a malfunction, all the depth charges in the
two racks rolled into the ocean at once. The result-
ing expiosions lifted our stem and caused the ship

The ill-fated crew of the U~45 pose before their battle with
the Borie under camouflage netting and in front of the poiar
bear insignia on the conning tower that was so visible to the
Borie’s crew. The boat’s skipper, Rolf-Heinrich Hopmann,
never gave up trying to outmaneuver the pursuing Borie
until the U-boat began to sink.

to surge forward. But the job was done. Nothing couid
survive that, right? Wrong.

Looking back toward the marker flare, [ was the first
to see it: The conning tower of the U/-405. | cried out, not
in true Navy fashion, “There it is—about 40 feet to the
right of the flare.”

We made radar contact and with that we turned on our
24-inch searchlight. Using radar bearings. we were able to
keep the U405 (not one of the two “escaping” subs) illu-
minated for the entire one-hour battle that was to follow.

The conning tower appeared just off the port quarter,
and we could see the image of a large, white polar bear.
Only gun number four could bear on the target. As I re-
member it. we got the order to fire as we moved away to
regain sound contact. When we tumed and moved in at

26

25 knots, the range was more
than 1,000 yards. As leading
firecontrolman, my bartle sta-
lion was director pointer, and
Jim Allegra was director. In di-
rector-controlled fire, the di-
rector aimed and fired all of
the main battery in unison with
the potnter (me) pressing the
firing key. As all the guns
came 10 bear, the order came:
“Commence firing!”

I pressed the key, and three
four-inch projectiles exploded
as one in the vicinity of the
UJ-405"s main deck gun, obliterating it before its crew
could man it. Depending on the range, the main battery
gun fire control switched from director control to local
control throughout the battle. As the main bartery con-
tinued, the 20-mm. guns opened up with devastating
power, made even more spectacular by the one in five
tracer bullets that made it possible to follow all the streams
from the machine guns.

Watching the results of the converging streams of 20-
mm. bullets was both horrifying and fascinating. While
the four-inch projectiles yielded terrific explosions, I re-
ally believe that the machine-gun fire sweeping across the
deck is what finally doomed the U-boat.

Apparently, the U5 could not submerge, as she tried
to escape into the darkness, with men manning their ma-
chine guns. In the first few moments, our machine-gun
fire wiped them off the platform. For some reason men
started to come out of the forward hatch, about five at a
time, and make an impossible dash of about 30 feet to get
to their guns. No one ever made it, as they were knocked
over the side, arms and legs flailing. They kept trying,
however.

The speed and evasive tactics of the {/-405 were im-
pressive, as we tried to maintain a parallel course to
keep all guns bearing on target. The sub’s turning circle
was smaller than ours, and I learned later that she could
do 17 4 knots on the surface. The U405 made good use
of both features.

When [ was not busy, I watched the sub as she tried
to point her torpedo tubes in our direction or perhaps
Jjust to escape, as she twisted and turned first in one di-
rection, then the other. Captain Hutchins managed to keep
the guns bearing most of the time in spite of our larger
turning circle.

At one time, I was sure that we were going to collide,
not ram. [ don’t know if we artempted to ram this time,
but I could see that we were on a collision. almost paral-
lel course. | realized then the surface speed of the
U—05. Just as we were about to collide, the U-boat ap-
peared to turn on all her power, picking up enough speed
to pass us. Looking down, I couid see clearly the faces of
the Germans still on the bridge.

We kept up a continuous fire with all guns that couid
bear, giving the U-405 a monstrous hammering. Many
of her men were dead. and damage was extensive. espe-
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cially to the conning tower. I wondered how long they
could endure this savage beating.

At one time, a number of pistol rounds appeared to
come from the conning tower, which was a recognition
signal unknown to any of us. It seemed also that the
U405 cither stopped or at least slowed, almost dead in
the water. A man appeared on the bridge in the bright
shining beam of our searchlight and started 10 wave his
arms in a crossing movement. Fate again interceded.
Shortly before this, a gun captain’s telephone [ines had
become entangled in the empty shell cases that were rolling
all about the deck. Frustrated, he had tom off the phones
and thrown them to the deck.

Seeing the man on the deck of the {/-405 waving,
Caprain Hutchins commanded, “Cease fire!™ But the gai-
ley deck house four-inch gun continued to fire. Hutchins
then tried to shout directly across to the gun crew, and we
on the firing bridge could hear plainly, “Cease fire! Cease
fire!” Unforunately, no gunners could hear above the noise
on the galley deck house, and the big gun continued to
boom out its deadly fire.

Warching this one man stand alone amidst ail the de-
struction, with big guns firing, was awesome. It was not
to last. Within a few moments his body stood there mo-
mentarily, arms extended over his head, then his head just
disappeared. It was a sight that gave me nightmares for
months. Had the tangled phone lines caused this man’s
death? Had he been the bravest of the brave in volun-
teering to expose himseif so that he could give a signal
of surrender? We shall never know, for the U-405 picked
up speed again and started evasive maneuvers,

The bartle continued much as before, with the U-boat
attempung to get away, or train a torpedo tube at us, or
both. Meanwhile, we were trying to close range either to
ram or to drop depth charges.

“Stand by for a ram!” Qur gunnery officer, Lieutenant
Walter Dietz, gave the order to me to relay to the rest of
the gunnery division over the fire-control phone system.
The last five minutes or so had been a frustrating but ex-
citing period. Because the range had closed to almost point
blank, we were unable to use the gun director, For a short
time we were only spectators.

I'watched at first as if it were a game, the beautiful arc-
ing tracers of the 20-mm. guns and the smashing four-
inch projectiles hitting the sub or careening off the rounded
hull into the darkness as a duil wobbly giow. | saw the
German sailors being knocked over the side as they tried
to man their machine guns. As one went over. another
would take his place.

“Stand by for a ram!” suddenly brought me back to
reality, as [ passed the word on to the men at their bartle
stations. [nstant chatter on the system from all stations
stopped at once, as [ anticipated more urgent orders.

Looking over the wind screen—only about three feet
high—I could see our bow crashing up and down, rapidly
closing on the U-boat stll in our searchlight beam. | started
to think that if we hit her at this speed | was going to sajl
right over the screen and on down to the forecastle. [ got
behind the range finder and placed my hands on it in front
of me. Then I thought. “Hell no, this way I'll get my face
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smashed.”lmovedinﬁontandpmmyarmsovalherange
finder behind my back and prepared for the crash.

As we got closer and closer, with as many of our guns
firing as we could bear on the target, I watched and
waited for the inevitable sudden stop.

From my vantage point [ could see everything. I could
see the number one gun crew {bow gun) and wondered
what they were thinking, as they would be the closest to
the sub when we collided, bow on, and the most likely
to be fired on just before ramming. I could see the Ger-
mans in the bright light still trying to muster some kind
of defense, scurrying about in and near the conning tower,
No one could deny their great courage.

Closer and closer we came, and I watched the sub get
larger and larger. I beld my breath, waiting for the crash.
Almost at the moment of impact, the {/-405 made a sud-
dennnnlomeponside,uyingtonmpamﬂelloommsc
and make us miss. The move was 100 late. We went at the
U-boat at about a 30° angle. I closed my eyes, held my
breath, and prayed. Sneaking a peek with one eye, I saw
our bow about to crash into the U-boat and the fear in the
eyes of one German as he tried to get out of the way. Hold-
ing tghter, I waited—nothing. I looked up and saw that
we were astride the sub with our bow just forward of her
conning tower. Just before impact a large wave had caused
us to rise above and over the U-boat’s deck.

For a moment there was a stunned Iull in everyone’s
actions and thoughts. Then all hell broke loose on both
sides. To our regret, the flying bridge had no smail arms,
s0 except for phone messages, we were only spectators.
In fact, from our vantage point directly below the large
searchlight and looking straight down on the conning tower
encircled by the bright beam, it looked more like a Hol-
Iywood epic than an actual bartle.

[ could see the polar bear symbo} clearly and also the
machine guns they had been trying to keep manned. One
quadruple mount and four single mounts all were firing
sporadically.

Ed Johnson started in with his 20-mm. mount, de-
pressing it so that first he had to shoot away the wind
screen before firing into the men on the deck of the
U-boat. Although the action report of the bartle says oth-
erwise, my recollection was that no four-inch gun could
be depressed far enough to bear, so all firing came from
the 20-mm_ guns and small arms. Upon hearing the ram
order, Dick Wenz had broken open the steel smail arms
locker and passed the weapons out to the men on deck.
The story in some newspapers that he broke open the
locker with his bare hands was a bit exaggerated. He
did. however, break it open with a fire ax.

I saw Johnson open up and waiched the first shots ex-
plode through the wind screen. I saw Walter Kurz throw
a four-inch shell case into the group of men standing in
the conning tower. From below on the bridge, I saw a
flash from a Very pistol and watched a bright ball of fire
arc across into a man’s chest. He went down and rolled
over with his chest still buming.

Dietz called to me from the bridge. “We will not board.
we will not board!” I then got a call from the fire con-
trolman at the firecontrol switchboard, which was iso-
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lated by dogged down hatches.
“What the hell is going on up
there?” He didn't even know that
we had rammed the U-boat.

I saw one German reach out
with his hand as if he wanted help
to board the Borie. No one of-
fered to help. Smail wonder, as
they were still finng their ma-
chine guns.

Two gallant crews were en-
gaged in fierce battle using every
kind of weapon at their disposal.
There was no sign of fear or dis-
order anywhere in the Borie.
Everyone went about his duty
with the utmost confidence. I felt
great pride in being a member of
the crew. I was to be even more
proud by the time the entire ac-
tion was over.

We on the flying bridge did not
know it yet, but the Borie had
sustained serious underwater
damage to both engine rooms. [n
fact, the forward engine room
was aiready flooded by the time
we separated.

The U-boat made a mad dash
into the night, with us firing whatever guns we could bring
to bear. We saw a four-inch shell explode in the sub’s
starboard diesel exhaust, but it did not seem to slow the
boat, as she took advantage of her smaller wming circle
and opened her range to about 500 yards. We fired one
torpedo but missed because of one of her fast, tight turns.

The U-405 continued circling in a turn that our ship
could not match. The Borie’s movements were also ham-
pered by the flocded engine room. We did. however, man-
age to maintain our murderous shelling, having killed be-
rween 20 and 30 of the sub’s crew as they tried to man
their deck guns.

Unable to close our range because of the U-boat’s cir-
cling maneuvers, Captain Hutchins used a clever ruse. He
ordered the searchlight turned off. Of course, the U-boat
immediately wied to escape into the dark. We racked her
by radar until she reached a position to our advantage.
With our entire starboard battery bearing on the fleeing
boat, Captain Hutchins ordered. “On searchlight. Com-
mence firing!” The U-405 once again came under heavy,
damaging gunfire.

We started to close to ram again, but before we hit, the
U-405 tumed into our starboard quarter. Seeing an ad-
vantage. Hutchins swung our ship hard to port, using both
rudder and engines. This move brought us to a parallet
course with the U-boat and within range of our depth-
charge projectors. Three charges were fired. one over and
two short. a perfect straddle. All three exploded at 30 feet.
We not only heard the explosions: since we were dead in
the water. they almost knocked us over, What we felt was
nothing compared 10 what it must have been like in the
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down.

28

With her engine rooms flooded after having
ramnmed the German [/-4)5, the Borie was dead
in the water. But the destroyer’s crew ignored
their tenuous situation and continued shelling the
hapless U-boat until the German vessel went

U-boat. The boat appeared to Lift
out of the water and almost
stopped, thus ending what ap-
peared to be an attempt to ram us.
But to our surprise, the Germans
came on again, heading directly
into our still heavy gunfire. They
just would not give up.

Again they turned toward our
stern and apparently tried to get
away. But their speed just was not
good enough. They were on our
starboard side, heading away aft
of us. To close on them again, we
started to circle around to our port
side, 50 at first the range opened
up. At about 700 yards Hutchins
ordered, “Stand by to fire torpe-
does!” At just about firing time,
a full salvo of the main banery let
go with the usual jolt throughout
the ship, causing the engine room
hatch to jump open. The open
hatch stopped the tracking of the
tube just before we heard the
whoosh of the fish leaving its
tube. All of us on the bridge could
sce the shallow torpedo charpge
through the water on its deadly
mission, and we watched in fascination as another tableau
emerged. This time fate was on the side of the U<05. The
torpedo slithered by her bow, missing by about ten feet,

In the meantime, we were still firing all guns. Shortly
after the torpedo miss, we again hit the sub’s starboard diesel
exhaust, which finally brought her to a standstli. Qut of the
conning tower came a shower of Very stars, splashing the
night with white, red, and green lights indicating that the
Germans were at last ready to surrender. This time we all
heeded Captain Hutchins’s order to cease fire, and the night
was silent after more than an hour of mayhem.

One or two U-boat crewmen appeared and started to
throw yellow, two-man, rubber life rafts into the water.
They were tied together and gave the appearance of a string
of very large hot dogs. The U-405 was settling fast by
the stern. What was left of the crew, about 20, managed
to get off and over to their the rafts just before she went
down. An underwater explosion rumbled soon after.

In the next issue, we rejoin rhe crew of the Borie, as
they cope with the damage sustained afier the ship rammed
the U-405. Look for the dramatic conclusion to this story
in the September/October Naval History.

Mr. Maher is retired and living in Florida. After his discharge from the
U.S. Navy in 1945, he served for 38 years as a member of the techni-
cal siaff for research and development ar Bell Telephone Laboratories.

Captain Wise is a frequent conutibutor to Naval History. Proceedings.
and other military journals. A graduate of Nonhwestern University. he
served as an aviator and intelligence spectalist in the LJ.5. Navy.
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Stand By

for a Ram!

PART Il

By ROEERT A. MAHER with CAPTAIN
JAMES E. WISE, JR., U.S. Navy (Retired)

he German survivors in their rafts contin-
ued to fire as we moved slowly toward them,
still illuminating them with our searchlight.
We thought they were signalling another sub,
as a white star shone in the distance.

With the survivors just off our port bow—so close we
could see their faces—our sound man, Earl Potter, reported
suddenly, “Torpedoes, bearing 220.” Lieutenant Charles H.
Hutchins, our commanding officer, ordered, “Hard 1o port,
heading 220, all available speed.” Unfortunately, this head-
ing caused us to cut through the group of survivors. [ vividly
remember seeing the face of one young boy straight below
me. His eyes were wide and his mouth open in a silent
scream, as he extended both arms, hoping we would pick
him up. It was not to be, however, as someone reported
seeing the torpedo travelling along our port side.

All of us were troubled at leaving them and hoped that
the other sub would come to their rescue. Once this Oc-
tober 1943 battie was over, they no longer would be the
enemy, but brave fellow seamen. In light of what was to
follow, they would not have been much better off and prob-
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ably would have caused the Borie to lose more men, whether
or not torpedoes had really been fired at us.

We had been withour sleep for 21 hours, but our ordeal
was not even close to being over. We left the battle area
making ren knotws at best and tumed in evasive zigrags to
get away from a possible sub attack while we assessed our
damage, which was considerable.

Only then did we on deck learn about the courage and
ingenuity of the men who had been sruggling below dur-
ing the battle. When we rammed the U-405 we did not
realize the havoc being wreaked below. A large hole in the
forward engine room started 1o flood immediately. While
the puns boomed above, the men below, in water up to
their necks, had to maintain the ship’s speed as they tried
to repair the damage. The men in the after engine room
also did an ourstanding job in operating their plant while
they repaired two holes in the ship's hull. At the same time
other men in the damage-control party, with their backs
to the hot boilers, shored up the tulkhead between the for-
ward and after engine rooms, which were in danger of col-
lapse as the forward engine room flooded rapidly.

The courage, intelligence, and ingenuity of those men
was so widespread that day that it would be difficult to
name all involved. But the executive officer’s statement in
the post-bartle action report said it all. “They, the crew,
manned their stations and obtained the maximum effi-
ciency from the equipment at hand. The complete disre-
gard for personal safery, and the initiative shown by all
hands was an inspiring sight.”

o sleep was in store for our tired crew, as we

tried to make our way back to the Card (CVE-

11) carrier group on a course of 000° true

and a speed of ten knots. We radioed this in-
formation to the Card at 0452, still not knowing the
severity of the damage. With the forward engine room com-
pletely flooded, we had last all but emergency radio power,
which we used to send our message to the Card. This,
too, did not last very long. The loss of all electrical power
would make it extremely difficult to nmn the ship and make
repairs. We could not recover feed water for the boilers, so
we began to relate to each other that we “might be in a
bit of trouble.”

At dawn, we found ourselves in a lot of trouble. Emer-
gency radio power was gone, a heavy fog was hemming us
in, and we were taking on water rapidly. We had to use all
available gasoline to keep the pumps running so we could
try to stay ahead of the incoming water; none was avail-
able for our radio generator.

To help keep the ship afloat, Hutchins gave the order
to lighten ship. All hands turmed to. Bucket brigades
worked at a furious pace. Specific pteces of equipment were
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ordered jettisoned. We dumped our boats. Saving ten
rounds per gun, the gunner'’s mates threw over all the rest
of the four-inch shells. They aiso threw several machine
guns overboard. The torpedo men dumped their torpedo
mounts—quite a feat. The boatswain department let go all
our anchor chain, which went to the bottom with a long,
rattling roar.

Captain Hutchins called me to the bridge and gave me
the order, “l want you to dump the gun director over the
side, and 1 don’t want it to come down on my bridge.” 1
reafly had no idea what the gun director weighed, but con-
sidering its size and the fact that the base was made of
bronze, a fair estimate would be between 1,000 and 2,000
pounds. The navigational bridge, below, extended about
five feet out on both sides of the flying bridge. 1 could see
no way to swing it out from above. In spite of serious
doubts, I replied, “Avye, aye sir.”

I cannot remember who helped us, but Jimmy Allegri
and | could not handle the task alone. I disconnected all
the wires coming out of the base into the junction box
on the bridge overhead. We then started to lift the direc-
tor with pry bars, inserting wedges wherever possible. Grad-
ually, the director started to lean to starboard until finally
it was almost balanced on edge. For once the large waves
wete an advantage. As we rolled to starboard, we all pushed;
it dropped neatly into the sea—without coming close to
Hutchins's bridge.

By mikd-morning, still in fog, our headway dropping slowly
but steadily because we were using sea water in our boil-
ers, abandoning ship became a distinct possibility. Hutchins
ardered Chief Torpedoman Cronin to drop depth charges
off the stern racks. | remembered once meeting a sailor
who had abandoned a destroyer going down, only to be in-
jured seriously when the depth charges exploded.

Two charges were dropped. They exploded at a shallow
depth, lifting our stern and shoving us forward. Our already
stricken ship rattled and groaned. Hutchins roared, “Set
them on safe.” We felt the concussion and surged forward
again. Hutchins screamed, “God damn it. I said set them
on safe!” Chief Cronin yelled back, “God damn it, they
are on safe!” As [ remember, they had to remove the det-
onators to keep them from exploding.

At least once we thought we heard the sound of an air-
craft above the fog. It well could have beem, because at
0850 the Card had catapulted four aircraft on antisubma-
rine paol with orders to be on the lookout for the Borie.
They could not see the Borie, not anything else. So at 0950
the aircraft still in the air were directed ro look for
DD-215. Because of the bad weather all airplanes were back
on board the carrier by 1000 with negarive results.

By that time we were practically stopped and for the
most part standing around, wondering when and if we
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would be found or whether another sub might get us first.
After all, we were still in an area reported to have a heavy
U-boat concentration. Waiting, listening, and hoping for
the best, the whoie crew finally had time to realize what
a hell of a predicament it was in.

Sometime before 1100, Lieutenant Bob Lord thought of
collecting all the lighter fluid, kerosene, and alcohol on
board the ship and using the whole mess to tun the emer-
gency radio generator. It worked!

At 1110 the Card received our message sent out by
Cameron Gresh, “Commenced sinking.” The high-fre-
quency radio direction finders did it again, and two Avenger
aircraft set our to search the area along the bearing. De-
spite the limited visibility, they found us 14 miles away
from the Card ar 1130.

pon receiving the report of our sighting, the

Card group changed course to our bearing

and sped toward us at 18 knots. By the time

they arrived, we were wallowing in the moughs
of huge waves. We were happy to see our fellow warrior,
the USS Goff (DD-247), coming close ar about noon. At
last we were no longer alone in sub-infested waters.

We saw the Card launch four aircraft, which headed
off into four quadrants of the compass, presumably to sweep
the whole area surrounding our task force, which was in a
precarious position. We were dead in the warer, the Goff
was nearly so, and the Card was moving slowly with only
one escort, the USS Barry (DD-248). The Goff came
alongside, bow to bow, and artempted to pass over sucrion
hose and handy billies. Someone finally decided that this
would be no help, since we had no fresh water for our boil-
ers, and the seas were oo heavy for us to transfer water
from other ships. We abandoned the possibiliry of tow-
ing, because we had no towing engine, and we already had
dumped our anchor chains.

At 1630, with the weather getting worse and darkness

setting in, Hutchins had no choice but to abandon ship—
even though we appeared not to be in danger of immedi-
ate sinking. With the bulkheads bulging and the waves get-
ting larger, the danger of capsizing was always there.
" Then began a most harrowing experience. At abour 1630
Hutchins gave the order to abanden ship, with the seas
running about 20 feer or greater. [ was on the flying bridge,
just above the navigational bridge, and | heard the order
before it was passed on to the crew. My first reaction was
anger, as [ was wearing a brand new red Kearny High
School warmup coat my brother had given to me. Every-
one on the ship, including the caprain, had admired ir.

Knowing 1 had no choice, | dropped the coat on the
deck and went to my abandon-ship station. We had thrown
away our boats trving to save the ship. The life rafts on the
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Author Maher (front row, third from right) joined other Borie
survivors who had been rescued by the destroyer Barry on the

hangar deck of the carrier Card in front of ane of the torpedo

planes that finally sank their disabled ship.

CUURTESY OF ALTHOR

starboard side would not move because of the high winds
and rowering waves. This was to become a serious prob-
lem later, when all hands were finaily off the ship. I picked
up an old kapok life jacket from the deck and slipped it on
over a rubber one I had already inflated. A few minutes
later Ed Malaney came up to me and told me thar his life
jacket had broken. I gave him the kapok, acknowledging
that I did not need two. As events later unfolded, I was
wrong again. Regardless of my plight, however, Ed had a
life jacket, and we both survived.

When I reached the port rail | found that men had al-
ready put out lines. | crawled over the side, holding onto
a line, while the ship rolled to starboard about 30°. In
crawling down the side of the ship, I had to climb over a
beading of armor abour a foor thick. | had just cleared
the armor when the ship rolled back to port, causing the
armor to hit me on top of the head, driving me deep into
the water.

[ came to the surface, spotted two life rafts abour ten
yards ahead, swam to the closest one, and hung on. The
raft was overflowing, so 1 swam to the other one, which
was almost empry. | had just reached it, when | found
myself being crushed berween the two rafts. When it felt
like my chest was about to burst, I screamed, “Jesus Chrisc!”
and the two rafts just drifred aparr.

Dusk had set in, and although none of the rescue ships
was in sight, we began to take the situation in stride. A
petry officer holding onro the raft next to me told me that
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my life jacket was broken. As | was being crushed berween
the rafts, the pressure must have broken the holding clamps.
The jacket was useless, and it soon drifted away.

There 1 was, life-jacketless, and darkness meant that
we would not be able to see rescue ships, even if one
were to come along—nor could they see us. What was
worse, our raft was so full of men that we had to hold onto
each other like a bunch of grapes while the raft rode up
and down in the huge waves. No one seemed to realize the
trouble we were in; we even joked about it and occasion-
ally broke into song.

Suddenly, someone saw the silhouette of a desmoyer bear-
ing down on us. We all started to cheer. But we soon
stopped when we realized that no one in the ship had seen
us. She was going to hit us with her bow, dead center.
About 30 men were in our raft, with about four sitting in
the middle, one of whom was Tom Neary. Tom was one
of those nice, quiet guys who never appeared to be around
but always got his work done. Forrunately for all of us, he
was around this time. He reached into his jacket and calmly
pulled out one of those cheap flashlights (that never
worked) and flashed it toward the desooyer. It worked. The
ship was the Barry, and we saw it veer to port, but not soon
enough. The starboard side of its bow hit our raft on the
side opposite me. It was a rerrible sight. Some men scram-
bled up the side of the ship—many were killed berween
the ship and the raft. I attempted nothing. Without a life
jacket, | knew I would get only one chance, and not a very
good one at that.

After that pass, we remained alone in darkness again.
The singing and horsing around had stopped; this was no
longer a game. The Barry showed up again. This time,
the ship’s crew saw us, or at least it appeared they were not
going to hit us head on. To the best of my recollection,
about a dozen men were still on, or holding onto, the
raft, and we were 2ll very weary.

In the cold, angry seas, the Barry looked foreboding, as
its dark form approached us, crashing against the swells.
The ship hit us again; but this time we were all on the far
side of the raft, and no one was hurt. It became a mad
scramble, as we all tried to climb aboard. As far as [ know,
most made it by climbing on the raft and jumping to the
rail. [ was afraid to try at first. Another problem was the
officer who had been alongside me for a while and was in
bad shape. He had been fine before the Bary whacked
us, but at the moment he was hysterical, and nothing I said
or did helped. I hit him on the shoulder as the raft slid
down the side of the ship to alert him but he didn’t re-
spond. | now saw a screw guard approaching and 1 knew
that this was my best chance and | had to go. 1 climbed
up on the raft and crouched down, waiting. The Barry was
in a roll away from us as the raft went under the guard. |
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stood up to grab it just as the ship started its roll back. It
hit me on the back of the head. I was conscious long
enough to see the guard crush the officer’s head against the
raft. Then I was out cold.

Underwater, [ came to, feeling the beat of the screws
under my feet, my arms folded over one of the bars of the
screw guard. Whether it was instinct or my stiff heavy
jacker that kept me stuck to the screw guard, [ do not know.
The worst thing was that no one was there to help me.

hung on and shouted, but to no avail. 1 remember
thinking, “Only married three months, and I'm going
to die.” Suddenly, I felt wugs at my neck and looked
up to see two brave men trying to save me. One was
on deck holding onto the other, who had climbed out on
the guard. He had me by the back of the neck, holding
onto my jacket and pulling as hard as he could—all the
while shouting, “Let go!™ I was afraid that if his hands
slipped, I was a goner. I shouted back, “Bullshit. If you let
go, ’m dead!” 1 was soon convinced that he was my only
chance for-survival so I let go, and they hauled me aboard.

[ had been in the water for about seven-and-a-half
hours, and I was stiff as a board and totally heipless. I could
not move a muscle so they dragged me by the neck across
the deck, bouncing me over pipes and everything else on
deck. They began to look for a place to leave me so that
they could get back to their rescue work. Other men out
there needed their help. I was just thankful to be alive.

The head in a four-stack destroyer was a small deck house
on the fantail. That is where they put me for safe keeping.
Lying flat on my back on the deck would have been all
right except that I could not move and I was pressed
against the port side buikhead, under the urinal trough.
Water was on the deck, and every time the Bary rolled to
port, I had to hold my breath tw keep from drowning.

During a lull two men finally carried me down to the
crew’s comparmment and put me on a lower bunk below
the mess table. Just above me on the table was a huge dish
pan filled with old scapy water and garbage. The rescue at-
tempr had started at about evening mess time, and all hands
went topside looking for survivors. Lying there still im-
mobile, I thought about all that had happened, when
suddenly, the ship rolled hard to port and I found myself
covered with dish water and potaro peelings.

Sometime larer, the ship’s doctor and a medic came to
see me, cleaned me up, and moved me to another bunk.
Best of all, they fed me a large shot of “legal” brandy. This
was the first time 1 ever had a legal drink on board a ship.
No time could have been better. | went off to sleep and
never woke until after daylight.

[ found that I was in pretry good shape and able to get
around. The sea was still quite heavy, and we were surprised
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to see that the Borie was still afloat.
But the ship was down by the stern
and wallowing heavily in the omoughs.

Orders were given to sink her. Tor-
pedoes and shell fire hurtled toward
the ship, but the heavy seas rendered
both methods inaccurare. Bombs from
the Card’s planes finally sank her. Al-
though badly mauled by the previous
battle and the heavy seas, she still
went down as a valiant lady. It ook
three depth charges close aboard be-
fore she wenr down swiftly by the
stern at 0955.

On our previous trip we had rescued
44 German survivoss of the sunken U-
664. Since they crowded our ship, we
decided to tansfer them to the Card
by pulley line. We placed them inside
a canvas bag and, on signal, men on
board the Card ran down the deck and pulled the bag across
the water berween the two ships. We thoughr this was great
fun, but the Germans did not like it at all.

We found ourselves in a similar predicament. There were
22 Borie men on the Barry, 107 Borie men on the Goff. De-
stroyers were designed to hold only just enough men. Thus,
we were to transfer to the Card by pulley line, an idea I
did not fancy one bit. The transfer was to take place dur-
ing regular refueling.

ith the bag hanging on the block and

tackle, rigged berween the Barry and the

Card, we prepared to give it a go. We on

the Barry at least travelled first class—
one man at a time. The men on the Goff went two at a
time. [ climbed into the bag without a life jacker, and they
closed the bag over my head with the draw string. 1 took
off like a shot as the large group of men on the Card ran
down the deck. My “friends,” who almost died laughing,
later told me some of what happened next. At the mid-
point, | came to a sudden stop. There [ was, hanging in a
mail sack about 50 feet above the ocean, midway be-
tween two ships about 50 yards apart. When the ships rolled
together | dropped like a rock. When they rolled away from
each other, | went up like a rocket.

Just as suddenly, [ moved forward swiftly, only to be
stopped again my hands, knees, and face against the deck.
My patience had begun to wear thin by then, so when the
bag came open. | emerged from it screaming, “Jesus Christ.
if it isn't one damn thing, it's another!” In reply, the Card’s
chaplain greeted me with, “Glad to have vou aboard, son.”

We spent another week at sea, and it was fascinaring
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In rwo days, Robert Maher had survived
a close-range barde with a German
U-boat and a host of indigruties during a
long rescue ordeal. Luckily, he is sull
very much alive and able 1o tell his story.
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to watch and be part of a carrier’s op-
erations. More important, it was a time
for the survivors to try and find out all
we could about the men we had lost.
During this time Ed Malaney rook me
to Captain Hurtchins and reminded
him that he had promised to give five
dollars to the first man who spotted a
sub on the surface. | expected him to
hic me on the head, since he had lost
his ship, but he reached into his pocket
and gave me a five dollar bill. All the
survivors from my life raft signed i,
and then Ed Robertson framed it for
me while we were homeward bound.
It now hangs on the wall of my
office. ,

The stories about those who did not
make it are compelling. One man, who
had not heeded the waming about
drinking the water in Casablanca, contracted dysentery and
presumably went down with the ship in sick bay. A hos-
pital corpsman, who had not tumed in all his alcohol, had
invited men for a drink or two of pineapple and alcohol.
He was last seen drunk as a skunk, and no one saw him
leave the ship. A “sailor’s sailor,” fearing that he was riot
going to make it, gave his money belt to another sailor,
with instrucrions to give it to his wife. The friend died, but
the sailor made it. An Ensign St. John helped men aboard
the heaving Goff while holding on to the screw guard until
he, himself, was lost.

When we were near Norfolk and 1 presumed out of dan-
ger, we held memorial services for our missing shipmares.
Only then did the true impact of our loss sink in. We had
lost 27 shipmates, friends of three years.

The task force arrived in Norfolk, Virginia, on or about
9 November 1943 and received the Presidential Unit Ci-
tation. Captain Hutchins, who in true Navy tradition made
one last inspection and seized the ship's colors before aban-
doning ship, won the Navy Cross. Also awarded were two
more Navy Crosses, two Silver Stars, and one Legion of
Meric. | got a new chap stick; [ had lost mine when the
ship went down. &3

Mr. Maher, who was erroneously identified as William (his name is
Robert) in the Summer 1993 issue of Naval History, is retired and liv-
ing in Florida. After his discharge from the U.5. Navy in 1945, he
served for 38 years as a member of the rechnical staff for research and
development at Bell Telephone Laboratories. He is president of the
USS Borie (DD-215) Associarion.

Captain Wise is a frequent contnburor to Naval History, Proceedings,
and other military journals. A graduate of Northwestern University,
he served as an aviator and intelligence specialist in the U.S. Navv.
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WAR DIARY

: _ B USS CARD (CVE-11)

31 October 1943 - Z.D. +1:54

Foul weather prevented flight operations until shortly
alfter noon.

1235 Point OBOE - course 192°, speed 13 knots, 50-12 N,
31-34 . Catagulted 5 VT, 4 on A/S patrol plan ;;l-A,
1 t06190° T - 65 miles to fly expanding square, Aboard
at 1640,

1314 Catapulted T-2 to take after port sector from T-8 {com-
pass out), latter taking up visibility patrol. T-2
aboard at 1547.

1608 Lt, (jg) Fowler {T-7) reported two surfaced suba on
course 180°, bearing 200YT., distance 27 miles. all
planes on patrol were irmediately vectored to scene,
two planes with bad compasses being given sun bearings,
Both U-boats opensd fire, the 750 touner diving prompt-
ly. Vhen Lt. ?Jg) Balliett and licAuslan arrived 12
minutes later, the 500 tonner dove and was irmediately
attacked with mines by both Lt, {jg) Fowler and
Balliett at 15 second interval, Two distinct explosions
viere observed, 29 seconds apart; also oil slick, nis-
cellaneous debris, and metal oylinder,

1640 Pilot reported sighting Swedish ship, NAG.RA at 1530,
bearing 300° T « 50 miles; course 030 T., estinmated
speed 6 knots,

1734 U.S.S. DORIE directed to proceed to area of contact and
conduct night search for remaining sub. BORIE destroy-
ed 2 U/Bs, as described in diary of 1 MNovember 1943,

1 Hovenmber 1943 - Z.,D. ¢1:54

0001 Dispatch from BORIE: “Scratch one pig boat eleven
miles south of your contact. Am searching for more."
Estimated position: 49-03 N, 31-55 W, DORIE's
Cormanding Officer made following amplifying report on
2 November: "Radar contact and sound, Sub submerged.
Delivered three D/C attacks first accompanied by heavy
underwater exnlosion, Ceme to surface after second
attack and then submerged stern first. Third attack
dead in water. No further contact. Surface of water
profusely covered with diesel oil. Lack of evasgive
tactics and gunfire, together with oil slick of 1000
yard§ diameter, indicate that this sub was a "‘milch=-
cow.'
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WAR DIARY

USS CARD (CVE-11)

1 N ovembor (Cont.)

Disptach from BORIE: "Just sank number tweo in depth
charge attack gun battlo and (garble}, v
Position not knovm, Amplifying report on tiiis attack,
also made by BORIE's Commanding Officor on 2 November:
"Socond sub., Nadar and sound comtact. Sub submerged.
Attacked once with D/C's. Sub surfaced. Running gun
battle with ramring dermolishod sub which sank stern
first and exploded leaving about fifteon survivors who
were run under as BORIE clearecd aroa bocause of torpedo
fired by a third sub, Lasted one hour four ninutes,

Sub long and narrow, probably 1,200 tonnor.? Through-
out remainder of day communicetions with BORIE wero poor
and only spasmodically successful. Extont of BORIE's
danngoe incurrod in battle was not known until Task Group
joined up with BORIE at 1148, when it doveloped that sub
had turncd as BORIE remmod, putting lattor across sub's
forocastle. Hoavy guns of BORIE blazed at 40 foot ranso.
Onc- shot complotely demolished conning towor and several
mon thoreon. lian were knockod overboard by knives and
enpty cartridge cases thrown by BORIE's crew, U-boat
evontually sunk, As a rosult of extcnsivo hwoling
throughout ship from this rarming, BORIZ's forvord on-
gino roonm was flooded, all eleoctric power was lost (ex-
cept energency radio which failed later}, no feed water
could be recovered for bolleors, and the possibility of
sinking soon bocare a rcal threat. As indicated abavae,
those faots did not become apparcnt until later in the
day. Consoquently, whon tho following Dossagc was re-
coived at 0452, there was only a hint of the difficult-
ies evontually to bo cncountored,

Dispatch from BORIE: "49-08 N, 31-26 ¥, coursc 000° T,,
speed 10 knots., Lay have to abandon (garble).
Stcering prosont course and speed rendozvous at track
then course 45,"

Point OBOE - course 210° T., speed 12 knots, 50-12 N,
30-59 W. Catapultod &4 VT on A/S patrol, plcn #l-A.

T-8 and T-6 aboard at 0935 with compass and Z.B. out,
rospectively. At 0826, T-ll was catavulted to relieve
T-8, BORIE not having been sighted during rogular
secarch, at 0950 all threo planes in air wero dircected
on spocial goarches for her, but with negativo rosults,
Planes aboard at 1030 duo to bad weathor,

Changod coursc to 040° T,, spced 15 knots, om assumption
that BORIE had passed astern of group.

Dirocted GOFF and BARRY to light off all boilers and
bo roady for any omergency, having rccoived messagse from
BORIE that sho had "commocnocsed sinking®,
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USS CARD (CVE-11)

1 November (Cont,)

Catapulted 2 VT to search for BORIE along IF/DF bearw
ings varying from 020° T,, to 138° T, Plane located
her at 1130 bearing 0520 T 14 miles., Changed course
to 052° T., speed 18 knots. Visibility linmited.
Plancs aboard at 1245,

Sighted BORIE at 15,000 yards, bearing 052° T., stean-
ing with salt water in boilers, making little headway,
but reporting no immediate danger of sinking. However,
BORIE soon lost all power and fell off into trough,

Catapulted 4 VT for intensive A/S patrol around task
group while attempting salvage of BOXIE, each plane
covering 909 sector to distance of 30 miles, until re-
called at 1440 due to bad weather. all planes aboard
at 1455, Until BORIE began abandoning ship at 1630,
all efforte were direoted toward helping hier both to
prevent further flooding and to get steam up again,
The possibility of suocesafully towing BORIE had of
necessity already been abandoned, inasrniucii as BORIE
had Jettisoned her anchor chains, no towing engine was
available on this ship, and the tactical situation pre-
luded delaying until arrival of a tug, Handy billies
and 130 feet of suction hose were passed to GOIF for
further transfer to BORIE, but latter finally advised
that she had no use for same inasmuch as the water in
her cofferdam was heavily contaminated with oil, and
she had no other fresh water available for lier boilers.
Heavy wallowing in the trough prevented passing wvater
to her from other ships of the group.

With bad weather and derkness oclosing in, and no pro-
gspect of improving his situation during the night,
BORIE's Commanding Officer finally decided to abandon
ship lest she capsize before dawn, The abandonment
was acconrplished in an orderly manner, with rien passing
over windward side and fantall into floats and nets se-
seoured to windward. However, many men attempted to
swin to the GOFF or BJARRY when close aboaréd, and others
were knocked from the rafts by the propeller guards of
the rescue ships, which were pitching heavily in the
rough sea. GOFF and BARRY picked up survivors from the
rafts and nets, and eventually succeeded in resouing a
total of eight (B8) officers and one hundren twenty two
(122) men out of original complement of 11 oificers

and one hundred forty-six (l46) men. liany rescues wers
made in darkness, with rafts spotted by their flares
and other occasionagl lights., lany individuals were
picked up singly. The last raft was contacted at 2254,
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USS CARD (CVE-11)

1 November (Cont.)

bearing three living and one dead, the latter secured
to the raft but unfortunately face down in the water,
The three survivors were transferred with diffioculty
and the rough water left no alternative than to aban-
don the rait with its unidentified dead. Although all
rafts and nets had now been contacted, search was con-
tinued throughout the night for any other surviving in-
dividuals who had either left or been knocked from the
rafts and were attempting to swin independently to
GOFF or BARRY,

During rescue operations the CARD steamed around the
DD's in a circle of 10 miles radius. Speed was limited
to 10 knots due to high seas. .bout 0400 the CARD
picked up a radar blip on port quarter and turned away
from it, Shortly therecfter the CARD picked up a se-
cond radar blip close aboard on starboard beem and turn-
ed away from it at maximum speed (15 knots down wind),
The bogey followed and closed to 2800 yards astern, then
opened up to 3200 yards, C4iRD coached BARRY and GOFF
over TBS to lntercept, and BARRY picked up blip while
6000 yards on starboard beam, Bogey then disappeared
from screen of both ships as BARRY pessed astern,

2 Hovenmber 1943 - Z.D. $1:5L

GOFF and BARRY rcjoined CARD at dawn, and an upwind
search from BORIE was begun., Numberous rafts and nets
were sighted, but all were empty,, and the several
bodies seen were only too obviously dead,

Sighted BORIE, bearing 355° T., distance 15,000 yards,
BORIE was still afloat, though somewhat dowin by the
stern, but the heavy seas had not abated and she was
still rolling wildly in the trough,

The tactical situation at this time is surmarized as
feollows:

(a) BORIE wes holed, all fuel and water tanks ruptured,
forward engine room flooded, main deck cracked
thwartships over i/2 fireroonm, all nmovable gear
jettisoned, no radio, no slectric power, no feed
vater or fresh water, boilers and turbines bad from
salt water, no anchor chains for towingz, ship
wallowing in trough, unable to get underway to come
alongside for freash water, and sea too rough to
transfer porsonnel to man. her.
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USS CARD (CVE-11)

2 November (Cont.)

(b} Scene of action approximately center and touching
gseveral reported heavy submarine concentrations,
Cominch regorted refusling group bearing 213° T,,
distance 86 miles, at least 20 submarines patrol-
ling approximately 200 miles to westward, and an
additional conocentration to southwest, Admiralty
reported oconoentration bearing 212° T;, distance
15 niles, about five submarines patrolling 100
miles north, and several submarines approaching from
socutheast,

(c) Nearest port Horta, approximately 690 miles. Ire=-
land, loeland, Newfoundland all about 800 to 900
miles. Any salvage tug would have to be escorted,
and salvage group would have to operate in heavy
seas and very dangerous waters.

{d) The weather was bad with a new front approaching
and no signs of improvement thereafter, Seas were
heavy, limiting speed to 10 knots, Destroyers werc
getting low on fuel,

{e) The third sub (which fired the torpedo) may have
followed BORIE, {inasmuch as BORIE's specd had been
10 knots or lesg., Radio silence had been conplete-
ly broken on several frequencies during past 24
hours, 8Several radar and sound contacts had been
reported during night.

(f) Personnel were jittery and without sleep. The
cold water, heavy seas, overcrowded destroyers, and
distences to nearest land indicated that the en-
tire Task Group might be wiped out if one of the
remainding ships were torpedoas,

It was accordingly decided that any furtlier attempt at
salvage was not only impracticable, but tactically un-
sound,

Orders were therefore given BARRY to sinlt BORIE with
gun fire and torpedoes, but the heavy seas made both
methods inaocourate, it 0940 these attemnpts were aband-
oned, after several shell hits which did no major
damage and three torpedo shots which missed, and the
TBF oircling the area was directed to attack with its
four depth bombs, one at o time. At 0955, after re~
ceiving the third depth bomb elose aboard, BORIE sank
swirtly by the stern,






Lieutenant Charles H. Hutchins, USNR, receives the Navy Cross from Commander-
in=-Chief Atiantic Fleet Admiral Royal E. Ingersoll, USN, at a ceremony aboard
the USS Card (CVE~11) in November, 1943, Lt. Hutchins was the Commanding OF-
ficer of the USS Borie (00-215) when she rammed and then sank a German U=boat
in the mid=Atiantic on 1 November 1943, (official U.5., Navy photograph,)







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASH INGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure In
present ing the NAVY CROSS to

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER CHARLES H. HUTCHINS
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following
CITATJION:

"For extraordinary heroism as Commanding Offi-
cer of the U.S.8. BORIE during action against two
enemy submarines in the Atlantic., While engaged in
escort operations, Lieutenant Hutchins made sound
contact with a hostile submarine and immediately
maneuvered to attack with depth charges which forced
the enemy vessel to the surface and caused her sub-
sequently to sink stern first. Contacting a second
large submersible three hours later, the BORIE again
launched a fierce attack, her well~-placed depth
charges bringing the enemy to the surface and her
four-inch guns blazing as she forged rfull speed
ahead, rammed her foe forward of the conning tower
and held fast. In the ensuing battle, Lieutenant
Hutchins's command waged a gallant Pight at close
quarters using every available weapon against a des-
perately determined enemy until the two vessels
drifted apart. After more than one hour of continu-
ous gunfire on both sides, the BORIE, although un-
navigable and badly holed the entire length of her
port side, brought the submarine to a dead stop by
exploding three depth charges almost direct!y under
her and ending all resistance with the surrender and
eventual sinking of the enemy vessel.”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy

fletyped from a draft citation, approved 2 February 1944,

on file at the Naval Historical Center, Washington, D.C.
E, A, Wilde, Jr.
July, 1996
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Group 21.14 (Capt, A, J., lsbell) for its success
aga lnst German submarines in the Atlantic from 27 July to 25 October 1943 is examined by the Commanders
of the particlpating Task Units: (L to R) Lt. Cdr. H. D. HII!, C.0., of the USS Barry (DD-248); Lt. Cdr.
Howard M. Avery, C.O0, of afrcraft squadron VC=-9; Lt. C, M. Hutchlns, C.0. of USS Borie (DD=-215) and Lt.
Cdr. H. 1. Smith, C.0. of USS Goff (DD-247). Lt. Hutchlins was awarded the Navy Cross, while the others
vere awarded the Leglon of Merit at a ceremony aboard the escort carrler USS Card (CVE-11) (Capt. A. J.
Isbell) at Norfolk, Virginla, on 10 November 1943, (official U,S. Navy Photograph.)







THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Washington

The President of the United States takes pleasure in

present ing the PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION* to

TASK GROUP TWENTY=ONE FOURTEEN
Consisting of the

USS CARD, USS BARRY, USS BORIE, USS GOFF
and VC Squadrons ONE and NINE

for service as set forth in the following

* Source: Karig, Walter, Battle Report: The Atlantic War.

CITATION;

"For outstanding performance during antisubmar ine
operations in mid-Atlantic from July 27 to October 25,
1943, At a time when continual flow of supplies along
the United States-North Africa convoy route was essen-
tial to the maintenance of our established military su-
premacy and to the accumulations of reserves, the CARD,
her embarked aircraft and her escorts pressed home a
vigorous offensive which was largely responsible for the
complete withdrawal of hostile U-boats from this vital
supply area. Later, when submarines returned with dead-
| ier weapons and augmented antiaircraft defenses, this
heroic Task Group, by striking damaging blows at the on-
set of renewed campaigns, wrested the initiative from
the enemy before actual inception of projected large-
scale attacks. [Its distinctive fulfillment of difficult
and hazardous missions contributed materially to victor-
fous achievements by our land forces."

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy.

York: Rinehart, 1946, "Awards and Citations,” pg. 456.

New

Changes by editor: Replaced "Task Unitlwith "Task Group™ and

included the end date of 10/25/43, per Roscoe’s, United
States Destroyer Operatjons in World War 1I, pg. 533.







The Pre-ident of the United States takes pleasurs in
presentin the LagIull OF MERIT to

CuilciNUER HERBSHT DUDLEY 1iLL
UNIYiD STATES ilaVal RRESER E

for sarcice as sos forth in th following
CITALIOs

"For exceptionally meritorious conduci i1t the perfor-
mance of outstanding svrvices to the Govermment of the
United Sta-es as vommunding Ufficer of the U.B.S,.BiRKY,
furing pperations against enemy forces in t e Atlantic
Jeean, fram July 27 to wovenbar 9, 1943. Skiilfully
ditecting his escorting destroyer as part of an Atlantic
Fleet Anth-submariue Task Group, Cuxiander (then Lieu-
tenant Uowande:) Hill repeatedly loucated and atback:d
U-busts widch viere in facorauble position to attack the
Urouy's carrler. hggressive and resourceful, he pro-idad
ef.":cti e protection for the highly ‘ulnerable carrier ’
enabling it to enter into the center of enemy subrarine
concentrations and, thoough the comb>ined actions of escorts
and enburkad airer ft, inflict exceedingly huenvy losses
o Lhz e.emy. lils professional skill initiative and un-
yieldin; davotion to duty refle t the hiphest credit U
Uoimander Hill and the United wtuates liaval service,"

For the Fresident,






Propared 17 Beptember 1946
Pers 101-WAB ' Sigad

ihehasidmtofthemitedsmteatalmapleasurem
Dresenting the IEGIQN OF MERIT to

COMEIER HINTQN IRA SMITH
WITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

for service es set forth in the following
CITATION 3

"For exceptionally meritoricus conduct in the PoT=
formence of outstending services to the Goverrmant of the
tUnited States e Commending Officer of the U.S.S, GQFF,
during operations sgainst enemy forces in Atlertic Ocean
Arca, from July 27 to Hovember 9, 1943, Determined and
aggressive in the fulfiliment of his aseigned duties as
Comnder of an Escert Deatroyer assigned to an Antl-
sulmarine Task Group, Commander (then Lioutensnt Come
mender) Smith repeatedly located and attacked Uboata:
which vere in favoreble positions to ettack the Group's

carrier and, when not engaged in positive offensive action,

elther individually or in coopsration with other attack-
ing units of the task group, cesiated in screening the
highly vulnereble Task Group carrier, Under his ekilled
directian, the GOFF provided effective protection for
the carrier, emabling it to enter tho center of cancen-
tratians of enemy sutmaines and, through cambined zction
of escorts end embarked aircreft, inflict exceedingly
heovy losses on the enemy, Commander Smith's yrofessional
abllity, resourcefulness and untiring devotion to duty
uphsald t!g.a highest treditions of the United States FNaval
semceo

Commander Smith is authorized to weer the Combat ™V*

Coples to

Fors lol For the Pralj.dmtf(';{{

’____leic Relatione Navy Dept.

Ref: Cinclant P15/2909 dtd 22 Aug 194k

Kige, 13 =X JEMES FORRESTAL
[ -

SBecretaxy of the Havy






U.S.5. Borie (DD-215)

List of Officers, 1 November 19543!

Hutchins, Charles H. Lieut. USNR Command ing Officer
Brown, Philip B. Lieut, USNR Executive Officer
¥Brown, Morrison R. Lieut. USNR Engineering Officer
Dietz, Walter H., Jr. Lieut. USNR Gunnery Officer

*lord, Robert H. Ltji.qg. USNR Communicat ions Officer
Quinn, Lawrence S. Ensign USNR Torpedo Officer
Jefferis, Robert W, Ensign USNR Ass't. Eng. Officer
Haidt, Louis A,, Jr. Ensign USNR Ass't, Gunnery Officer

*St. John, Richard E. Ensign USNR Ass't., First Lieutenant
Platt, James C., Jr. Ensign USNR

Merscher, Walter F. Ltf.g. USNR Med ical Officer
(MC)

LI N T T BRI R R R

Compiled from a |ist of officers! next of kin dated July 31,
1943, and the lists of survivors included in the deck logs of
the rescue destroyers U.S5.S5. Barry (DD-248)} and U.S$.5. Goff
(DD-247 ), The Borie's Torpedo OFficer, Lawrence S. Quinn,
assisted with the officers! primary duty assignments.

Died before he could be rescued after abandoning ship on 1 No-
vember 1943 according to a machine-generated casualty report at
the National Archives prepared by the Bureau of Naval Personnel
in 1946,

E. A, wilde, Jr.
February, 1998






Muster Roll of the Crew, 1 November 1943!

ADAMS, Harley H,
A IKENHEAD, James M.
*ALFORD, Opal (n)
ALLEGRI, James (n)
ANGELSON, George P.

BANKS, Carl .
BEAULIER, Gordon J.
81RD, Donald M,
BLANCK, Henry G.
*8LANE, Max G.

BLASKO, Joseph G,
BLASZCZAK, John R.
*8LOUGH, Warren H.
BOMGARDNER, Carl Y,
*BONF IGL 10, Charles T.

BORTE, Donaild "H"
BOZEK, Barnard J.
BRABANT, Paul E.
BRADSHAW, Robert D,
8RANCH, Richard 8.

BREWSTER, James K.
BREY, George A.
CHAPPELL, Roy Lee
*CITUK, Frank J.
cLuss, vames F. M.

*CONCHA, Domingo (n)
CONNORS, Cyril J.
CONVERSE, Walter M.
CO0K, Adolph F.
COOK, Kenneth M,

COOK, Truman T.
CORCORAN, John J., Jr.
COULOMBE, Robert £,
CRONIN, Frank G.
DAILEY, Daniel A.

*DEMA IO, Harold M.
DeSAULES, Arthur #.
DRIVER, Carmen L,
DUGAN, Thomas J.

*OUKE, Frank J.

ELDRIDGE, Harvey C.
FARRAR, Horace 8.
*IELDS, James H.
FITZGERALD, Edmund F.
FITZGERALD, Thomas C.

551=-12-12
405-92-14
604-73-93
403-73-63
266-50-98

558-56=-10
208-92-24
817-92-07
817~91-63
817-50-65

822-46-42
820-65-72
820-78-25
820-78=41
812-30-61

601=-16=17
820-67=48
328-85-89
368~41-02
265=91=30

823-06-62
617-96=72
266-41-29
266-32-93
2744164

402-99=61
801=-21=~52
202-87=-41
807-21=30
202=73=25

274=31=-39
761-56=-14
667-09=49
S04=03-64
#05-54-89

214-88-01
$03=73-61
272-36-02
402-88-21
610-37-87

C46=444-73
624-60-96
616=-09=33
403-53-73
403=52=-52

F2c
SM3c
S2e
FC3c
RDM3¢c

Ste
S2c
S2¢
S2¢
S2¢

S2c
S2¢
S2¢
S2¢
S§2¢

S2¢
S2¢
CM3c
Stc
wTtle

MMZ2c
EM3c
Stc

PhMic
AMt c

SF2e
Ste
F3c
Ste
F3c

CEM
Stc
F3c
CTM
MM1c

CcwT
MM2¢
GM2¢
Bmkrzc
RT1c

Flc
F2c
Flc
TM3c
Cox







FLEWELEN, Charlie (n)
FLYNN, Gerald E.
*FRANCIS, Lawrence R.
FULLER, Robert J., Jr.
GARDNER, Ernest (n)

GILLET, uvames K.
GILPIN, Warren M.
GLENNY, James M.
GLOADY, Charles H,
GLOADY, John G.

GORE, Gene W.
GORMLEY, Peter J.
GREEN, William J.
GRESH, Cameron G.
HAMILTON, Oakley L.

HOLCOMB, James V.
HOOK, John G.

HOWARD, William E., Jr.

HUGO, Ben jamin ¢.
HUMMER, Joseph D.

ISENBERG, Harold
JOHNSON, Edward M.
JOHNSON, Wilbur N.
JONES, Daniel (n)
KENT, Lerten V.

*K1SZKA, Joseph Stanley

KLOTZ, Warren RA.
KURZ, Walter C.
LANDERS, Woodard L.
LANE, Richard E,, Jr.

*LOMBARDI, Joseph D,
*LONG, Ralph ¥,
LUCAS, Kenneth M.
LUNDIN, Edward A.
MAHER, Robert A,

MALANEY, Edward N.
MANN ING, Robert E.
MC KAY, Daniel G.
*MC KERVEY, Francis X.
*MEDVED, william (n)

MEGYESI, William F.
MEYER, Robert w.
MORRIS, Thomas J., Jr.
MOULTROP, RCn nminm
*MULLIGAN, Wwilliam E.

USS Borie (DD-215); Muster Rotl, 11/1/u3

832~04-59
402-98~59
300-45-67
311-82-95
826-86-24

607-66-93
629-69-23
710-13=71

653-03-52
653-03-53

614-99~58
205-22-83
161812t
243-66~24
402-68~48

636-90-30
382~15=-12
4035719
403-73-57
813-10-79

403-52-54
403=73-62
279-60-99
274-80-73
618~11=57

403-73-54
243-87-37
402-76-18
311=71-05
807-20-78

606-23-68
341=-29=74
250~-36-28
403~-56=22
403-64-83

403-78-01
662=-26=68
808-66-17
400-91-34
725-47-80

615-30-29
613-06-81
405-91 61
201 -68=40
403-52-04

Ste

Fle
S2¢
CMM
RM1 ¢
Cox

TM3c
T™M1c
MM2 e
MMZ2c
SC3c

Cox
GM2c
BM2c
StM3c
SoMPc

wWr2e
QM3c
C8M
GM3c
Sec

Ftle
CCStd
CMM
TM3c
FCtec

SMZe
SoM2c
F2c
Yee
Flce

F2e
F3c
EM3c
SM2c¢
SC2e






MURPHY, George T.
MYSONA, John F.
NEARY, Thomas F.
OIKELLY, Kenneth L.
OSEAN, Richard .

PAGNOTTA, Mario J.
PARTIN, Elton C.
PATE, James (n)
PEDERSON, Ol iver W.
PETERSEN, Howard J.

POLLET, Frank J.
POPLAWSKI, Joseph J.
POTTER, Ear! J.
*POUZAR, Daniel J.
POWERS, William S,

PRICE, Charles L.
PROTZ, Michael! (n)

*PRUNEDA, Aguinaldo (n)
QUARLES, William R., Jr.

REYNOLDS, Kenneth J.

REYNOLDS, walter R.
ROBERTSON, Edgar T.
SAN PHILIP, Joseph J.
SAUM, Irving R., Jr.

SCHMALBERGER, William A.

SCHNEWE IS, Herman J.
SCOTT, Quincy RA.

*SHAKERLY, William J. T.
SHEPHARD, Christopher C.

SHOCKLEY, Edd M,

SIROIS, Raymond J.
S IROTA, Selig (n)
SKARP, Vaino E.
SLAIGHT, Robert E.
SLATKEVICH, John P.

SMITH, Martin R.
SMOOT, Glenn T.
SOUTHWICK, David F.
STALEY, Edward J.
STANTON, Charles J.

STURLA, George H.
SVETLECICH, Anton, Jr.
*SWAN, Frank J.

TAYLOR, Andrew J.
TRENZ, Edward (n)

USS Borie (DD=215); Muster Roll, 11/1/43

—--——----‘-——n—-——-—-————-———---ﬁ—_

4Oy-91-66
203-05-53
402-62-01
321 -Oli=l
402-87-54

403-64-81
265-62-06
352-18=22
316=-73-77
225=27-42

225=27-43
338-08~65
316-79-58
724=75-45
642-63-02

376=73-26
652~81=73
625-63-53
356-83-66
403~03-61

403-03=-62
$02-76-15
402=96~64
414-61-56
403-57-18

24682
558~54=24
402-71=74
265=79-01
256=30-60

801 =74~32
810-68-21
806-77-34
610=-37=01
801=73-00

600=71-56
651=04=70
607 =04=69
300=91-94
449=35-14

375-90=-72
300=46<15
224-45=-78
652-02-71

403-03-54






USS Borie (DD-215); Muster Roll, 11/1/43

*TULL, Richard E.
*TYREE, "pW #pu
*WALLACE, Andgew (n)
WELCH, F. P.

WENZ, Richard .

WIiLLIAMS, Oswald (n)
%WINN, James H.

WUNDER, Albert E.
YAEGER, Walter w., Jr.
ZENDZ IAN, Frank S.
ZI1EMBA, Joseph {n)

381~-56-36
656=-67~-79
664=-72-11
606-12~18
403-48-38

857-81-81
658=-77-92
eh5-04=70
405-01~21
403-73-67
817~15-95

X & W ¥ X % & % ¥ %

S2¢
S2¢
Filc
Ste
CGM

StM2¢
Stc
S2c¢
MM2c
MM2c
F2c

1 Source: The ship's final muster roll on microfilm at the Na-
tional Archives showing the disposition of the entire crew as

of 9 November 1943,

2 WELCH, F. P., Stc, is not included on the final muster roll,
but he is included in the Iist of Borie survivors rescued by
the USS Barry (DD-248), (Ref: Barry's deck log for 11/1/43.)

* Djed before he could be rescued after abandoning ship on 1 No-
vember 1943 according to a machine-generated casualty report at
the National Archives prepared by the Bureau of Naval Personnel

arter the war.

Summary of Casualties:

Died Survived
Off icer 3 8
Enlisted 24 122
TOTALS 27 130

Complement
on 11/1/43

11
46

e ]

tn
~

E. A, Wilde, Jr.
July, 2000






U.5.5. Borie (DD=-215)

MHonor Roll

Died before they could be rescued after abandon-
ing ship In the mid-Atlantic on 1 November 1S43%

ALFORD, Opal (n) S2c
BLANE, Max G. s2c
8LOUGH, Warren H. S2c
BONFIGLIO, Charles T. S2c¢
8ROWN, Morrison R. Lieut,
CITUK, Frank J. PhM1 c
CONCHA, Domingo (n) SF2¢
DEMA 10, Harold M. CwrT
DUKE, Frank J. RT1c
FIELDS, James H. Fle
FRANCIS, Lawrence R. S2¢
KISZKA, Joseph Stanley - WT2e
LOMBARDI, Joseph D. Ftle
LONG, Railph ¥, CcCStd
LORD, Robert H. Lt.(jg)
McKERVEY, Francis X. Y2e¢
MEDVED, Wwilliam (n) Fle
MULLIGAN, William E, sc2c
POUZAR, Daniel J. F2c
PRUNEDA, Aguinaldo (n) Cox
§T. JOHN, Richard E, Ensign
SHAKERLY, William J. T. caM
SWAN, Frank J. Fle
TULL, Richard E. S2¢
TYREE, D. L. S2¢
WALLACE, Andrew (n) Filc
WINN, James H. Stc

L I I K JEE JEE BNF Y B

* Source: A machine-generated casualty report at the National
Archives prepared by the Bureau of Naval Personnel in 1946.

E. A. Wilde, Jr.
June, 1998






"They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and
now they slieep side by side. To them we have a solemn obligation
- the obligation to insure that their sacrifice will help make
this a better and sarer world in which to live.”

- Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN, at The Surrender on board
the U.S5.5. Missouri (B8-63) in Tokyo Bay, 2 September 19u5.






Narrative by: Lt. Comdr. Charles H.
Hutchins. USS ECORIE
Sinking of submarine
in North Atlantic
Convoy.

Lieutenant Commander Hutchins recounte his engagement with a sub-
marine while operating with Task Unit 21.14 which consisted of the escort
carrier USS5 CARD and the destroyers GOFF and BARAY, At the time of the
attack, the BORIE, commended by Hutchins wes plone and carried on a pro-
longed duel with the submarine which was finally sunk,

Lieutenant Commander Charles H. Hutchins wes born at Pswtucket, R.I.
in 1913 and graduated from Annapolis in 1936, He resigned with the renk
of Ensign in December 1938 snd came back into the llavy on Jamuary 14, 1942
with the reserve renk of Lieutenant (J.g.). Fe served as Ordnence 8fficer
in the €anal Zone until December 19, 1942 when he beczme Executive Officer
of the BORIE. EHe took over command of that vessel on June 6, 1943 and was
promoted from Lieutensnt to Lieutenant Commander on November 11, 1943
following the engagement with the sub.

Film No. 159 Copy ¥o. _! _ of four coples.
Recorded on November 15, 1943
Rough transcript: Hatch 11-16-43
Smooth transcript: osca 11-17-43

OFFICE OF NAVAL RECUIUS ARD LIBHARY






Rarrative by: Lieutenant Commpnder Butchins Fim Yo, 1588

USS BORIE Rough tramscript:
s Hatch 21-16-43
L!ECLASSEFL‘_'D - DUG GR. 5200.9 Smooth transcript:
ef 27 3 P 53 Mosca 11-17-43
BY __

Coan___ DATE vapy rq

Lieutenant Porter:

Thie is Lieutenant Porter. We are in room 3450, Main Navy Building,
Washington, D. C., 15 November 1943. We are sbout to obtaln a narrative
from Lieutenant Commander Hutchine of the USS BORIE,

Commander Hutchins, I understand that when you were first on this ship
you were doing some patrolling down the South Atlantic and were anxious for
a little more active duty. Would you mind telling us about that before we
go into the more actlve duty that you eventually obtained.

Commander Hutchinsa:

In February of 1943 we were assigned to the Fourth Fleet in escort duties.
Thls consisted of escortlng Trinldad to Recife or Bahian convoys, golng from
Trinidad to Becife where we were relleved by the Brazillan escorts who took
the convoy to Bahle, This particular type of duty lasted until the latter
part of June when we were detalled to report to New York EFavy Yard and thence
vere pssigned after a short perlod of tralning, to Tagk Group 21.14, Task
Group Commander, Captaln A. J. Isbell.

This Group conslsted of the baby flat top CARD, the BORIE, the GOFF, end
the BARRY,

We left the latter part of July on our flrat trip with the convoy out of
Norfolk with destination Gibralt$r. As eoon as the convoy was within range
of the shore-based alrcraft, we would be relleved from that duty and would
proceed to known concentratlons of submarlnes for offensive action. The purpose
of the BORIE, of course, a8 well as the other destroyers with the carrier, was
merely the role of protector for the carrier. We formed the screen as she and
her planes accompllshed all the killing. '

Upon completion of ocur duty in this ares, we proceeded to Casablanca for
loglatic reasons and returned to the United States in the same type of duty
wilth convoys bound for Norfolk. The latter part of September we left with
another UGS convoy headed east. When relleved, we proceeded north of the
Azores for offensive actlon and from that polnt went on ferther north, slightly
above the fifty-first parallel. During thie part of the trip the planes of
the cerrlier accomplished some sinkings, and then, for logletic purposes, sgeln
we turned to Casablanca. At Casablanca, after fueling and provisioning ship,
we left with another convoy out of Gibraltér heeded west. Again after the
convoy wes out of the danger area we started north. It was in thle particular
time that the BORIE and its action took place.

g943)

On the night in Qnestion. October 31st, just prior to sunset, one of the

planes of the carrier contacted two submar1nes on the surface, apparently

fuellng. One was tentatively ildentified as a refueler or "sea cow". The
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planes attacked and sank one of the submarines, the other escaping. Thie
actlion occurred about 13 miles from the point at which the CARD and 1its

group was then located. Ve steamed on a reciprocal course for a short period
at which time the BORIE was detached and ordered back to the point of contact
to conduct a night search alone,

Arriving on station we commenced our search and at about 2000 or a very
few minutes thereafter, made our first contact on radar. The zone description
at the time was 154 plus, Running down the radar contact we made sure that we
had a submarine and commenced to attack. The submarine, however, submerged at
this time and 1t was necessary to conduct depth charge attacks rather than sur-
~ face engagementae.

After three attacks, during which time we had seen the submarine rise to
the surface with ite bow high and eppear to settle by tpe stern, we considered
the submarine sunk. Also, a heavy underwater exploeion further confirmed this
in our minds. However, we conducted a search for about three to three and a
half hours in the area to make sure they had no chance to escape. Then upon
returning to the point at which we had made that attack, this was marked by the
float lights we had dropped, we noted a heavy oll on the water, the dlesgel
0ll fumes were very rank, and we obtalned no further contact 1n thie area.

In an effort to further track down any possibility of his escape we continued
the search to the east. However, after running out of what we considered hin
posslble locatlon we got ancther contact, this time also by radar, at 6500, no
that was 8,000 yards, bearing 180 and we were on course 180. We immediately
put on all aveilable speed, having four bollers 1lit, steaming split plant and
steamed towerd the contact. At about range 2800 yards the submarine submerged
and we conducted a scund attack plcking him up at 2200 yards, tracked him into
about 500 yards during which time he appeared to be on an easterly course,

But at the 500 yard point the bearing suddenly etarted to draw right. We, of
courge, came hard right and steadled up on course 210 and dropped our depth
charges on that course.

As we steamed on through the point of contact to institute proceedings for
regalning contect, the radar picked up the contact 2t 400 yards in that ssme
arep where the depnth charge atteck had been made. At almoet the same time,
one of the lookouts spotted the sub on the surface. We came hard around to
the right snd stsarted in to pursue him using the searchlight during this time.
The renge opened up to about 1200 to 1400 yards and eack of our four inch
maln battery guns commenced firing, local control, as eoon as it could bear.
At thls time, the submarine also fired back at us with his anti-aireraft
machine guns., He did not fire his deck gun, which was forward of the conning
tower, Our second or third full salve of the main battery struck this sub-
marine Just under thls gun and, wher the smoke cleared away, the gun was
gone without having fired a shot.

During this pursuit the submarine turned and went on a northwesterly
course and we closed to ram with our 20 mm. guns sweeping thelr decks completely
clear, the four-~inch ecorlng some effective hits durling this time. Asa soon
as the sltuation was favorable we came in from his starboard quarter to rem
snd, Jjust a few seconds before contact was made, the submarine turned hard left
with the result that we struck a glsncing blow on his forecastle, rather than
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a good straight hit. The BORIE rode up and over the forecastle of the sub-
marine. Reslizing the situation, we stopped the engines and pinned him there
for about the next ten minutes. During this part of the action, all gune that
could be brought to bear were used at ranges of anywhere from ten feet to
forty feet. Number two main battery four-inch concentrated on the after part
of the submarine, The two ehips were in almost paramllel positions now, about
30 degrees belng the angle between them. Number four main battery gun was
able to bear on the maln deck of the sub Just aft the conning tower. Machine
guns two, three, four and slx were able to bear to the port side, but machine
gun mumber two wae blanked off by the maln battery gun which was jJust aft of
it on the galley deck-house, therefore, it fired very few shote during this
part of the action. Machine gun number eix, located on the main deck aft,
port side, was able to sweep the submarine decks continuocusly. Machine guna
three and four were in the ralsed platform aft amidships, Considering their
height, they had difficulty depressing sifficlently to shoot at the sub without
shooting through the shleld--that's the weather screen of light metal saround
that platform, Therefore, the gunners depressed the guns maximum and fired
right through the screen. They blew holes right through the metal screen so
they could fire on the sub.

All available small arms were broken out and used, The Executive Officer
end a Signailmen menned tommy guns from the bridge. We had shot-guns, which
were kept on board as rict guns, those were broken out end used, rifles and
pistols, one person even firing a very pistol down into the comnning tower of
the sub from the bridge. Others, not otherwise engmged, threw whatever
was at hand. Kurtz, the gun Captaln of Number two main battery picked up empty
shell cases and heaved those over onto the sub's deck striking one man and knock-
ing him overboard. Another member of the crew pulled his pocket knife threw
that and was able to stick i1t in the stomach of one German, knocking him over-
board. The Germans, during this time, attempted to man their gun-—~their machine
gun. However, none of them could get close. It 1s estimated up to this time
that there had been about 30 to 35 casualtles in the crew of the submarine.

None of the bodles were left lying on deck--all fell overboard and were never
seen agaln.

After about ten mimites of this hammering, during which time the BCRIE,
of course, hnd taken severe damage along the port slde, the two shins oroke
gpart. It was then we realized aboard ship that we were severely damsged
ourselves. The submarine's hull had cut a serious hole along our entire
port side. The forward englne room was flooding badly where plates were opened
up at the Jointe and frames crushed in. The after engine room was flooding
but we were able to control that water. However, the damage in the forward
englne room was beyond control and 1t was later necessery to abandon the
engine room. The crew of that particular engine room melntained flank speed
on that englne, even though they were standing in water up to their necks
with the turbines operating under water., After the two sghips broke apert,
the submarine got under way at a speed of about 15 knots and, Just as we filred
a torpedo at him, he turned left to avoid the torpedo and then went into a
tight left hand eclrcle. The BORIE, of course, all this time was pursuing






.and firing every gun avelleble. As the submarine went into this tight
left-hand circle the BORIE's turning circle was a handicap in that we
couldn't turn as sharply. The result was thet the submarine went in a
small circle with the BORIE in a larger circle outside and attempting to
close to ram agaln,

It is to be noted, during this time, that the submarine was always
in such a position in that circle that her stern was pointed directly at
the BORIE, In view of the stinger tubes carried in the stern of these
submarines, and since we couldn't close the submarine with his short
turning circle, if we were to continue in this present maneuver the BORIE'g
pearchlight was doused. We had the submarine well on radar. The radar
kept him in the screen at all times, therefore, we figured the submarine
could not submerge if he had not done so0 up until now, asnd by dousing the
gsearchlight it was hoped that the submarine would try to escape in the dari—
ness, "

As 1t turned out this 1s what the submarine did, but heving got him
in a favorable posltion again, as noted by radar, we agein turned the search-
light on and continued the action. This time we brought him up on the
starboard bow and closed at 27 knots to attempt to ram again. However, ss
we made contact, or rether just prior to meking contact, the submarine
turned hard left which put his bow headed directly for our after engine
room, We backed hard on the port engine, threw the rudder hard left and
stopped the starboard englne. The result was that the BORIE'S gtern was
thrown toward the subtmarlne on a nearly paralled course. The purpose of
this was to enable our depth charge battery to fire the depth charges from
the projJectors. These had been set at 30 foot depth with 50 yerd impulse
charges in the forward and after guns snd 75 yard impulse charge in the
center gun. We have three of these projectors on each side of the shilp
aft. When the submarine was withln range these projectors were fired, re-
sulting in & perfect etraddle around his conning tower. One depth cherge
lended Just over the conning tower, the other two landed Just short. This
explosion stopped the submarlne dead in the water with his bow about 6 feet
from the slde of the BORIE,

Considering the poseibility of the damage to the screws, with the
submarine 1n a position so close to our stern, the BORIE went ghead to
gain a more favorable position for sinking the submarine and the submarine
agaln got underway golng in under the BORIE's gtern. The ensulng chese
lasted severzl more minutes during which time we agein tried to fire tor-
vedoes but, Just as the torpedo tubes were belng brought to bear, a full
salvo of the mein battery caused one of the engine room hatches to fly
open. These are spring-loaded hatches. This hatch flying open caught the
torpedo underneath and Jammed it Just as it was coming on bearing. One
"flgh" wes fired which missed the submarine's bow about ten feet. The
troiner on the tube did not fire the other torpedo.

Subseouent to thils torpedo attack, we continued to close the submarine
scoring a very, very effective hit in his starboard diesel exhsust. This






was the second such hit that had been noted and the submarine immediately
slowed down almost to a stop. However, the crew of the submarine were still
coning up on deck and, slthough they had thelr hands up as though in surrender,
they were contimuing to run toward the gune, therefore we continued to fire
untll they did yell "ksmarade'. We were so close we could hear them trying

to surrender,

We then ordered "cease firing", All guns ceased with the exception of
gun one which scored a hit in the conning tower which had several men in 1t.
When the flash subslded and the smoke cleared away, most of the conning tower
was gone, The submarine, too, was atill underway and still on evasive courses.
Finally the submarine fired several white sters interspersed with green and
red. ¥Ye assumed that the white star indlcated that they were attempting to
surrender but could possibly be a slgnal to any submarine which might be in
the area. Keeping 2 sharp lookout for eny answering signals, we saw a Very
star fired on bearing 220. The distance to that star was indeterminable, but
it appeared to short of the horizon, The submarine's crew then abandoned
ehip, The eubmarine was dead in the water, about 15 men went over the side,
five of whom, it is estimated, were lowered in yellow inflated rafts. They
were obvliously injured and had to be strapped to the raft and then lowered, The
balance of the ten or twelve men got into the water in thelr rafts and were very
quick in doing so. The submarine submerged stern first, at a very sharp angle,
and exploded Just under the surface as the last man got off the sub.

Ve, at that time, were on a heading of 240 true with the survivors about
60 to 60 yerds on our port bow. With the hope of picking up a few of them,
we were moving in to rescue. However, the sound operater picked up the nolse
of a torpedo coming from bearing 220, the same bearing of the flpre we had
seen Just previously. Therefore, we put all avallgble steam into the engines,
came hard left to parsllel the bearing of that torpedo and, unfortunately,
hed to steam through this group of prisoners.

As we cleared the group of survivors, we saw the torpedo go down our
port slde about 30 yards away. Maneuvering on zigzag courses, with only one
engine now operating, we cleared the marea to avold any further contact since
the ship was not In condition to press eny further attack. Our hope was to

draw the submarine with us and by contacting the Task Group have the other
destroyers attack this third submarine,

Commander Wright:

Commander Hutchine, what was the character of this tender submarine?
In what way did she differ from the submarine that was destroyed?

Commgnder Hutchins:

We did not see that particular submarine for sure. The plilots of the
planes which had made the attack were the ones that had identified it.

Cormander Wright:

Yas there any sign during the attack that these two submgrines tried






to fire torpedoes at you?
Commander Hutchins:

There was no time, that we definitely know, that the submarines fired.
However, during that part of the action with the second submarine wherein
he was going in tight left-hand circles with us pursuing in larger circles,
we noticed that he kept his stern pointed toward us at all times, However,
we did not see any torpedoes from elther of these two submarines. Only
from the third submarine.

Commander Wright:

After you had made an attack and you were squaring away to get set for
another attack, about how long did that take you and what was the procedure?
Did you have to pick them up again on the sound and get pointed by the sound?

Commgnder Hutchins:

After one depth charge atteck we used the standard procedure as outlined
in current anti-submarine warfare doctrine for regaining sound contact. The
operator, as we steamed through, would train the sound gesr to the expected
bearing where last held and then we would institute the standard procedure.

Commander Wright:

What was the status of the sea at these times and when you were up on
the top of the sub how low was she in the water?

Commander Hutchins:

The submarine was obviously trimmed down very low. Most of the time the
decks were Just awash. The sea wae moderately rough. We would estimate the
waves were twelve to elghteen feet high during the action end the submarine
quite often was exposed to a depth of six feet.

Commander Wright:

From your observation, do you think that that sub or eny part of her
contained any special armor?

Commander Hutchins: -

The obeervations we made disclosed no snecial ermor, however, we were
deeply impressed by the ruggedness and the toughness of those particular
bosts. She was plmost as long as the BORIE, painted s very, very light
grey, almost an off white. On her connlng tower there was a polar bear
device. There were three numbers 2lso painted on the conning tower, but
they were 1llegible since the machine guns had s¢ badly shot the bridge
structure awsay.

Commander Wright:

Did you get identity numbers or letters from either side of the two subs?
- G -
>






Commander Hutchins:

Ye could make out no definlte ldentifying numbers or letters on elther
of the subs., Only the polar bear device on the second sub was identified,

Commander Wright:

About what tonnage-light, do you think that each of them were?

Commander Hutchlins:

In the case of the first submarine, I can make no estimate., We saw
her only eilhoutted againet the float light. However, the second submarine,
after looking at ONI pictures and descriptions, we are of the opinion that
the submarine was & 1000 or 1200 tonner, She had no rounded platform on her
forecastle for a gun, as is characteristic of a 517 ton class, but she was
longer than the descriptions give for the 750 tonner.

Commander Wright:

Was there eny prisoners taken from this action lster by the other destroyers,
or were they all polighed off?

Commander Hutchina:

Ho prisoners were talkten on this entire cruise, by this group. However,
we do believe that some of the survivors from thie second submarine of thie
night probably were picked up by the third submarine. As we cleared the area
we were able to see Very stars coming from the group of survivors.

In looking back over the action at this perticular time, the complete
pleasure of the crew in having accomplished the sinking was vislible all over
the ship. When the submarine sank there wss a vell that went up from all
hands--1t probably could be heard in Berlin. The men were clasping each other
and patting each other on the back and all during the sction there were times
when it was actually comical to observe the situation, particularly with the
submarine ninned underneath. Bearing in mind that thls crew has been together
a long time and have received many compliments from many different sources
as a crew , and the fact that heretofore thelr one dream had been to catch a
submarine, depth charge him, bring him to the purface and then to sink him
with gun fire, this particular actlon more than jJustified their hopes.

I can only say that their hope 1s to be held together as a crew on some
other ship. That was thelr one request after belng plcked up when the ship
was later lost.

As we zig zagged away from tke third submarine and proceeded to the
rendezvous which we were to keep with the bslance of the Tmsk Group, shortly
after sunrise, we took stock of our damege snd found that 1t was exceedingly
serious. The forward engine room wae completely out of commission. The
generators had been flooded out with the result that we had no electric power

on the ship. This handicepped ue In our damage control. It was necessary to
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do all below decks work oy the light of the battle lanterns which have been
issued for emergency lighting. The only means of operating the radio was

by cutting in the kohler auxiliary generator. We also had this, by an improvised
Jumper, piped inte the SL radar. These two pleces of equipment we kept going
as long as we had fuel for the engilne. However, since the gasoline was scarce
and had been used first in the handy billy vumps, in an attempt to control the
level of water within the ship, we had only a little available for radio
purposes. VYhen this ren out during the night 1t was necessary to secure the
radic and we were then without any communication with the cerrier group. As

we proceeded toward the rendezvous, all hands turned to in removing topside
weight, The balance of the torpedoes were fired. The torpedo tubes were
burned off, we threw over all mackine guns and saved only enocugh ammunition

for the four-inch battery to fight any last defensive action. Saved ten

rounds per gun. The life boat was sunk and any other top hamper not absolutely
essential to get the ship back to port was thrown over the gide.

This occupied all hands from the conclusion of the action until elmost
noon of the next day when we were sighted by the carrier group. This rendezvous
was brought sbout by the use of our radio again. Since our engine speed on
the one remainling englne was fluctuating and since our draft had increased with
our flooding, our speed was not determined very accurately snd since all of
our navigation had to be by dead reckoning we mlssed our rendezvous the next
morning. The planes were unavle to locate us because of the heavy weather.
Visibility, the greater part of the time, was zero, The geas had started to
run higher and we were trailing oll from all port side tanks and a great many
of the starboard side tanks. Seep camvles showed that our o0ll was badly con-
taminnted with salt water, our feed water system, however, was our biggest
problem. Since the flooding of the engine rooms had required large pump
capaclty we had had to use our main drain system., This, of course, involves
the use of the mein circulators on the condensors. The capacity of these
circulators was not sufficient to maintain a vacuum at the speeds necessary to
press the engagement. Therefore, we had to exhaust to the etmosphere. This
used up most of our feed water during the action and the early part of our
novement away. OCur hot-well was contaminated and C-101, the makeup feed tank,
was completely heled and was full of esalt water and was not usable. Ve gecured
bollers three and four in order that they might not be contaminated by this
ealt water ln our system and that we could use them later after we had gotten
repairs made, However, before the rendezvous wes effected we had used up all
fresh water and were stlll unsble to close the system to the atmosphere,
Therefore, we were uslng salt water in the toilers, In spite of the fact
thet we reduced the pressure in those steaming boilers to gbout 160 to 176
pounds from their normal 250 pound operating pressure, and, also, in spite of
the fact that we reduced the water level in the steam drum until it was Just
berely visible in the gauge class, the bollers continued to prime dangerously.
The shlp was rolling with about an elghteen second period and rolling badly,
therefore, water, ealt water, was carried across to the turtines. The star-
board turblne continued to function until about nine o'clock, at which time
the salt in the system blocked 1t. The shlp was then dead in the water with
no electric vower. The use of lighter fluld, alcohol and kerosene had been
made in the Kohler suxiliary generater for the radio syetem and by the use
of thls, we were able to send out enough direction finder signsls to the

Carrier that 1t was able to get a bearing on us and eventuslly found us on






these bearlngs.

Survey of the damage was continued throughout the day, as were repalrs
but, consldering the condltion of the ship which was bad—-we were badly holed
ell along the port side, fuel tanks contaminated, fresh water gone, the tur-
blnes locked, the maln deck was broken across Just forward of the forward
bulkhead of the forward englne room, she was wallowing heavily and the
bulkheads themselves surrounding the flooded engine room showed signs of
glving way, the stern was completely underwater and other compartments
were flooded, &Slnce the Carrler could not furnish escort for the ship beck
to port, and New York at thet time was 2200 miles distsnt with submarines
surrounding the area, with a bad weather front approaching, it was considered
absolutely impossible under the circumstances to run the ship back to vort
under her own power. The only slternative was to lie to and walt for a tug
to come from port. In view of the fact that the radio by this time was
absolutely inoperative, the chances of a tug locating the ship at sea were
considered very small. With the wind that was blowing at the time, the ship
was noticed to have drifted at the rate of about four to six kmots.

g4,

Therefore, Just prior to sunset on the first of November}’fﬁflcommanding
officer decided to gbandon ship and scuttle her. Upon the dirkction of the
Task Group commander, the ship was not scuttled at this time, but the crew
did abandon and wes plcked up by the destroyers GOFF and BARRY,

This maneuver, thls abandoning ship, resulted in the lose of 24 men
and 3 officers. The temperature of the water was 44 wlth very cold air,
the seas were very high and, although the abandoning was very orderly, when
the rafte got alongside the rescue ships the rolling and pitching of those
ships resulted in the loss of men. At times the Mlge keel of the GOFF
were visible, and, at other times, the water was clear over her main decks
as she rolled. These two ships did a marvelous job. of rescuing, the seaman—
ship was tops. However, the conditions were such that these men who had had
no sleep egince the previous night, who hsd fought the action all night,
and had then spent the balsnce of the night and the dey in controlling
damage, many of them lost were jJuet unable to get over the side.

Commander Wright:

Frded
Thank you Commander Hutchins for this story of tike outstanding exploit
of the war. Thspnks very much.,
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Historical Compilations by the Editor:

(Destroyer/Destroyer Escort Hulls in World wWar I1I)

United States Ship

Aaron ward (DD-483)
Barton {DD-599)

Borie (DD-215)

Colhoun (APD-2)

Corry (DD-463)

Cushing (DD-376)
DeHaven (DO-~469)
Douglas H. Fox (DD-77%) (05/17/u5)

Drexler (DO-741)
Duncan (DD-485)

Emmons (DMS-22)

Fiske (DE-143)

Glennon (DD-620)
Halligan (DD-584)
Hammann (DD-412)

Laffey (DD=-45%)
Lansdale (DD-u26)
McFarliand (AVD-14)
Mered ith (0OD=726)
Monssen (DD-436)

Perry (DMS-17)

Preston (DD~379)
Spence (DD~512)
Strong (DD=-467 )

Walke (DD~416)

Date Sunk/

(Damaged)

Ou/07 /43
11/13/42
11/01/u43
08/30/u2
06/08/uy

11/13/42
02/01 /43

05/28/u5
10/12/42

oy/06/u5
08/02 /4y
06/10/uy
03/26/us
06/06/u2

11/13/42
O /20 4k

(10/16/u2)

06709 /4y
11/13/u42

09/13 /4t
11/15/42
12/18/44
07/05/43
11/15/u2

Area

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal
North At lantic
Tulagi
Normandy

Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal
Ok inawa
Ok inawa
Guadalcanal

Ok inawa

North Atfantic
Normandy

Ok inawa

Midway

Guadalcanal
Med iterransan
Guadalcanal
Normandy
Guadalcanal

Angaur/Pelel iu
Guadalcanal
tuzon, P.I.
Cent, Solomons
Guadalcanal

¥ X X X K X X X K X

* Total for two engagements with the enemy

Kitled/
Wounded'
b2 /1 39%
164/32
27/00
S1/18
24 /55

72/67
168 /40
10/36
158/54
48/35

60/78
33/65
25/u9%
160/u3
8y /83

59/11%
49/76
12/13
35/28
145/37

8117
117/26
315/24

L5/61
82/u8

1 Including those presumed dead more than a year subse-
quent to the date they were reported missing either due

to enemy action or by drowning.

E., Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)

June, 2005






The Research Libraries of The New York Public Library /All Locations Page 1 of 2

Return S ther Search

oLt

|(Search History)

Sorted by Date

jpore  [Entire Collection

Record: Prev Next

Call # JFF 05-2054

Title The U.S.S. Borie (DD-215) in World War Il : documents and
photographs / E. Andrew Wilde, Jr., editor.

Imprint Needham, Mass. : Privately published by the editor, 2001.

LOCATION CALL NO, STATUS
Humanities-

General Research- | JFF 05-2054 AVAILABLE

Rm315

Location Humanities- General Research- Rm315

Edition Rev. ed.

Descript 1 v. (various pagings) : ill., ports. ; 29 cm.

Note Cover title.
Includes bibliographical references.

Subject Borie (Destroyer : DD215)

World War, 1939-1945 -- Naval operations, American.
Anti-submarine warfare -- North Atlantic Ocean -- History -- World War,

1939-1945.
Add'l name Wilde, E. Andrew.
Borie (Destroyer : DD215)
Alt title USS Borie (DD-215) in World War Two

United States Ship Borie

Record: Prev Next

Start Char Save Besords slocliFe Search Anether aearch

 Show
simibar Records

|(Search History)

http://catnyp.nypl.org/search/Xhorie&searchscope=1& SORT=D/Xborie&searchscope=1&SORT=... 12/3/2005






Locat ions Where Historical Comoilations by the Editor
Are Available For Researchers

Tair Zoo, Guadalcanal Campaign Collection, Potage, Michigan
ECU Manuscript Collection, Joyner Library, Greenville, NC
Louisiana Naval War Memorial Library, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

2Maine Maritime Museum Library, Rath, Maine

Mariners! Museum Research Library, Newport News, Viraginia

Myst ic Seaport'!s G. W. Blunt White Library, Mystic Connect icut

National Archives Il Library, College Park, Maryland
3Nat ional D~-Day Museum Library Collection, New Orleans, (A
National Museum of Pacific War, War Studies, Fredericksberg, TX

Naval Historical Center, Navy Oept. Library, Washington Navy Yard
» Operational Archives Branch, Washington Navy Yard
, Ships! HMistories Branch, Washington Navy Yard

Naval wWar College, Naval Historical Collection, Newport, Rl
NeYs Public Library, 42nd & 5th Ave., Room 315, Wew York, N.Y.
2portiand Public Library, Portland Room, Portland, Maine

“rin can Sailors, Inc,, Research Library, Somerset, Massachusetts
US Naval Academy, Nimitz Library Special Collections, Annapolis
UeSe Naval Institute, History Division, 8each Hall, Annapolis, MD

U.S5. Navy Memorial'’s Research Library, Washington, 0.C.
USS Slater (DE-766) Library, Albany, New York

% % % N X K X w> ¥ x

Notes:
1 Only ships which participated in the Guadalcanal Campaign:
Aaron Ward, Barton, Colhoun, Cushinag, DeHaven, Duncan, Laffey,
McFarland, Monssen, Preston, Walks.

2 Only Bath-built ships: DeHaven, Drexler, Emmons, Meredith,
Spence, Strong

2 Only ships sunk off the Normandy Beachhead: Corry, Glennon,
Meredith

4 By appointment only: (508) 6770515

E, A. Wilde, Jr.
June, 2006






1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622
July 24, 1998

ECU Manuscript Collection
East Carolina University
Greenville, NG 27858-4353

Attent jon: Donald R. Lennon,
Coord inator, Special Collect ions

RE: £E. Andrew Wilde, Jr. Papers
Dear Mr. Lennon,

I've been working on my Borie booklet (off and on) for
about five years! [ got serious about it recently when
I came up with the transcript of the C.0.'s oral his-~
tory. [ think you'll agree that my booklet documents an
amazing drama.

I was able to locate - and send a copy of my booklet
to = the son of the pilot who sank the Borie after she
had been abandoned. His father (LT jg Melvin H. Conn-
ley, USNR, of VC-9) died about six years ago, but his
son ma jored in history and already knows a great deal
about his father'!s wartime experiences.

I also found Cdr. Hutchins! stepson, and | have sent him
a booklet. He informed me that his son (Hutch'!s step-
grandson) was very strongly influenced by Huteh, so |
know that they!!l enjoy my booklet.

My warmest regards,

T Lok 720

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
Commander, USNR (Ret.)

P.S5. Please note my new address (Apt.# and ZIP).
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July 27, 1998

E. Andrew Wilde; Jr..
1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 024924622

Dear Mr. Wilde,

Once again, I must compliment you on a superb job! Your latest volume, The
U.S.S. BORIE (DD-215) in World War II, is as beautifully constructed as all the rest.
I agree, it is a thrilling story, and I'm certain that Lt. (jg) Melvin H. Connley’s son will
love the book. I can’t express to you how grateful I am that you’re giving us these
volumes. The material is not only important and valuable, but, in our collection, a rare
find that will surely help many researchers who don’t otherwise have access to this
material. To have all this research presented in one source, for vessels about which we
would otherwise have limited information, is an incredible asset. Thanks so much! .

Sincerely,

Ly Gt
Lyn Gardner

Assistant to the Librarian
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| hup:fwww. mysticseaport.org

8/25/98

E. Andrew Wilde, Jr.
1210 Greendale Ave., Apt. E3
Needham, MA 02492-4622

Dear Mr. Wilde:

Many thanks for your latest volume, U.S.S. BORIE D-215) in
World War Il. This is a fine addition to the other works that you recently

deposited with us.

| hope to make a mention of all of the histories in an upcoming Log
of Mystic Seaport. | intend to label them as “research volumes” and let the
public know that they are not for sale, but that they do exist and that they
are an important resource covering significant events in our history.

Thanks again.

Paul J. O'Pecko
Library Director

THE. M U S E U M O F- AMERTICA A N D- T









