UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Flag Ship of COMMANDER TASK FORCE EIGHTEEN

SLERETD
July 16, 1943.
Dear Admiral Nimdtz:
There goes forward with this letter a track ) of
our night dbattle on 12-13 7 off Kolombangara. Mr. 1

Morison, the historian enjoyed the show as my gueat that
evening, has ehristened this ¢as "The Dattle of Kolombangara”
end I am willing to with him, This battle, like the Kula
Gulf engagement, was fought in two phases. In the first phase,
vwe gave them a ible beating, sinking four and almost cer-
talnly five of their six ships present. In the second phase I
did exac what I swore wo never happen to me, by running
head on into the torpedoes of a fresh bateh of roumtrnru
which came in from the northward, This last brush is a matter
of great chagrin, as we lost the GWIN and had to be 1 to
save our two sers., Also I greatly regret to report t
these four Japs apparently got away with no damage.

The first phase was a perfectly beautiful show from any
grandstand. I wished to drew a pleture of a perfect night
battle di s 1% would be the dh?\l of this « MeInerney
with his five destroyers was about 6,000 yards shead of me with
the three oruisers on a line of bearing, HONCLULU, LEANDER,
ST,LOUIS, with Ryan and his five destroyers about 3.050 yards
astern of the ST.LOUIS, We just did get up to eross ahesd of
him, As shown in the diagram, the van destroyers fired tore
pedoes at about 012} the mluu opened fire at 0lll, and the
rear destroyers fi their torpedoes from 0112 to oui. The
erulsers fired about five minutes on this leg, the HOROLULY

."l::.?ﬂ rounds, the LEANDER 160 rounds, and the 5T.LOUVIS
ﬂ of eix~ineh. The leading enemy mtro{u and the
eruiser (second in oolumn) identified in moonlight by the
Black Cat plane as of the Sendal four steck class, were liter-

pulverized by this fire. In lese than five minutes this
ser and destroyer were dead in the water, pouring smoke

and flames,
At 0116, the erulsers executed a simultaneous turnm 180°
to the left and reo fire. During this turn, we received

a report from the ek Cat that the remaining four destroyers
were trying to break off to the northwerd at high aspeed, but
they did not get far. According to the plot, a large number
of our torpedoes should have arrived inm this water at about
this time; and all of our ships also reopened a rfurious fire.
On this leg, lasting about nine minutes, we sunk either two
or three more enemy ships. On this leg the HONCLULU expended
408 rounds and the 5T.10UIS 806 rounds of 6-inch.,
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they
e ship sink; whether one of those burning or not is not olear.
:Mtobm state positively that they saw four ships burn-
ng at one time

The LEANDER was hit on the port side by a torpedo Just
utammhmmLWnnumzém She had jus
fired her first salvo on the second « The HONCLULU had
very smartly to clear the end .lost some of
bher fire effect for a short t on this loc. How this tor-
pedo found the LAANDER is a tery to me, M'.z
steates that the torpedo was apparently set to "W" or s
and it is possible that this torpedo was nearing the end o
its run at & most phenomenal range, According to my rough
plot made on 5G data, no torpedo fired by any Jap anywhere
at any time oom reach the shipe of our formation after the
& of this I reported the LEANDER torpede
n:“x.tm & submarine, and there also exists a pos-
sib it might have mx an erratic run by one of
the £ t’-ﬂn or more torpedoces we had put in the water
oursel m.mmu torpedoss seem to have a
gzm range than m and I am of the opinlon that the
was unohd bythoonrl torpedo to remoh our
line and that this torpedo was wobbl on its last legs.
i
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I consider that “cease firing" oam this second leg marks

uucuotmzuu « A% this time the destro were

1l rfiring on d enemy vessels, The orniser had elther
sunk or was nout to sink. At about this un, we mim 2
report tmthonulthtplm that twe enenmy
escaping and the plane was directed to n:mauh shem Ii‘ll
flares at 0130 (Never received). At the same time, T directed
Melnerney to pursue the enemy. At this time the escaping
eneny destroyers could not be pleked up on the sereen so I
brought the crulsers ia line of bearing around to hoad up the
slot and try and plok them up.
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The second phase may be sald to begin at 0156 when we

g:;'ha ’?‘:r;‘:-m tum:x:ut Jo :: rouunnis; :n the n:‘mn.
’ + They co ond ¢ faintly distinguished on

the iuc soale, and we secmed to“rilﬁuum‘ slowly. Immed-
iately the question arose! mwmw-!uncmt-
::iompolutudormmﬂ_ y or 18 this Me ey

his four destroyers in pursuit the %M is time
the forward TBS out and all messages had to be relayed b
telephone through the dupliocate TRS aft. By the time we QL
four destroyors on the short scale 50, (limiting range 15,
«) we {lluminated him with starshells to establish his
dentity. Now 4t became c¢lear for the first time that we were
closing him rapidly. in the absence of angwer from our own
destroyers that illumina the enemy :’m-
ter of the comtaot established, and T ordered a 60° turn
to the right te un r the port battery and gave "comnmence
firing.™ Although maneuver was executed within three
minutes of the time enemy riret appeared on the screen
at 15,000 y 4 nevertheless t00 late as the two forces
had been sing on opposite courses at high speed.

Shortly after "eomuenee firing"™ was executed, and before
either eruviser fired, the S5T,.LCUIS was hit on the port side at
frame 10 :‘t‘ torpedo. She had come hard left in an attempt
to s torpedo and fouled the ECKOLULU lime of fire.

At the same time the HONOLULU was forced to maneuver violently

to escape torpedoes hersslf., About one minute after the ST,

_ torpedoed, the HCNCLULU llikewise received a torpedo

it at about frame 10 on the starboard eide. This torpsdo wes

at first thought to come from a dirsotien m{"m ‘eneny

and At by despatch as a submarine torpedo. However,

' the plot made today indicates that this torpedo came in on a

nmunt.uuru from the sterm as the HONCLULU maneuvered,
Capte ler now believes that it came from the

- destroyers. HONOLULU also received a torpeado dud exactly

 in the middle of her stern at the wateriine. This do was

rumning at nr{.n& speed and punched a hole in the ship, The

tor stuck in the hole for a period of about 15 minute

ore 1t fell out. Some of the aen aft who saw this tmm

4n the ship remarked that 1t had a black head

| + There were plenty of torpedoes in the water in

the vieinity of both ships, and that these ships 214 not receive
of these torpedoes was due to good fortune and superb ship-

::an by the captains of both .
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corpl B LT, T ST e
. , _ _ r n 8 8,
mhﬁu‘ht the silp rarily. tho she ul'

- to rko t:”. turns o?n one ongine later. As ‘:gml-
Ryan in lﬁ RALPH mﬂ uﬁ& locate her and stand by, RALPH

TALBOT later took OWIN in tow alongside, and first the MAURY

and later the JEINEINS were also sent te agsist in u:znuc

her. Later, after daylight, an attack by Zercs fore the

RAIPH TALEO? to olear the side. By this time the GWIN was

settling fast, so the remaining damage control orew was taken

off and she was sunk, Our crulsers, well soreened by destroyers,

nade 15 mta good and arrived in about 1530, and the

LEANDER good 10 knots, made port about 1800, All ships
“e

r;c;%v:‘d» ¢xoellant fighter cover throughout 2: day. éﬁ'
o ve bombers. r Leros was )
Polnt et nm.-.z&o,- ui‘ thn;pmst; ut,lzm

Looking over tn'p shoulder we can always see how
should have done differently, and mo one knows the fallacy
of chasing Jap torpedo boats with orulsers better than I.
However, had we been sure of the ensmy identity of these
::ﬁn' , i up with our 6-ineh along with our gtar-

le a turn away accord %o doctrine, we
n_ltht have pol | them off without any loss to our=-
ves. I:n tmlr did not quite make it. I feel that
e decision to polish off the two ships reported by the
Black Cet was sound, Three oripples got from us on
the night of the 6th, and we were all det ned not to
let it happen again.

:Jrullob. xnmtmmt:munnuum
s tried and true outfit of mine beex gent to SoWeaPao.
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There are many more te of this aotion, but I
believe this covers the ¢ features and will present to
you just about all I know at preaent.

Please give my best to MeMorris and the others of
your starf.

With sincere regard as always,

W, Lo AINSWORTH,

P.5, I imagine Spilke Blandy will de hasz:o':;l mz tl.: :

Jap torpedo e loders are not all
Ilo’teol I J so happy, I wiped a bucket of sweat
right off my brow.

M co'Q Il.llil. m0
Or-.m -1 N Pacific Fleet,
o/o Fleet Fost Office,

San Fraseiseco, Callf,






