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From:

To

Via :

Subject:

Reference:

Enclosure:

1,

August 16, 19,43

Commander Destroyer Divisien TWELVE.
(CTG 31.2)

The Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific

Fleet,

(1) The Commander Task Force THIRTY-ONE.

(2) The Commander Third Fleet.

Action Repoert for Night of August 6- 7,
1943 - Battle of Vella Gulf.

(a) PacFlt Conf. Ltr. 24LCL-42.
(b) U.S. Navy Regulations, Articles
712, 874(b), and 948.

(A) ComTaskForce 31 desp. 05081L of
August 1943, p, 2.

(B) Battle Plan, P 3.

(C) Narrative,

(D) Track Chaz SF Zo.

In compliance with references, enclosures

are forwarded herewith.

Frederick MOOSBRUGGER.

Advance Copy to: -

Comineche —~"
CincPac.

Copy to: ComThyrd Fleet
Cincpac
ComTaskForce 31
Comdespac
RepCemDesPac,
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DECLASSIFIED

SECRET AUG 050814 PRIORITY

COMDR MUOSBRUGGER IN DUNLAP WITH DIVISION ABLE ONE
:ND ABLE TWO LESS GRIDLEY AND WILSON DEPART TULAGI AT
TWELVE THIRTY SIXTH AND PROCEED VELLA GULF VIA

ROUTE SOUTH OF RUSSELLS AND RENDOVA ISLAND

TO ARRIVE GIZO ST AIT AT TWENTY TVO HUNDRED SAME
‘DATE X MAKE SWEEPS OF VELLA GULF X AVOID MINEFIELDS
ON LINE VANGAVANGA TO MAKUTI ISLAND X IF NO ENEMY
CONTACT IS MADE BY ZEROC TWO HOURS SEVENTH

v

RETURN DOVIN SLOT AT MAXIMUM SPEED TO PURVIS

WARFIELDS PETER TARFES WILL REMAIN IN PORT X KELLYS 5
PT BOATS WILL OPERATE IN SOUTHWRN KULA GULF X ALL R
TIMES LOVE X COM AIR SOLS REQUESTED TO FURNISH BLACK 18

CAT SCOUTS AND FIGHTFR COVER SIXTH AS PRACTICABLE AND
DAWN SEVENTH X STERRETT ACKNOWLEDGE X CTG 3l.3 PASS
TO PAWNEE AND RAIL FOR INFO.

AUG 5/43/GBA

CTF 31 CTG 31.2/TG 31.2/STERRETT  COM SOPAC/ALL TFC
COMATRSOLS ) SOPAC/TF 31 (CLASS 3)/ £

MAINYARD ADEES/CNB
TULAGI

& - ENCLOSURE (4) 2
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6.

7.

BATTLE PLAN

9 3%
ORGANIZATION = 1
Div. A=-1 (CDD-12) Div, k-2 (CDD=15)
( MOOSBRUGGER) (SIMPSOIi)
DUNLAP (IVERSON) LANG (VIILFOXNG)”
CUAVEN ("WILLIZMSON) STERETT  (GOULD) °
wAURY (SIMS) - SIACK (NETON )

Dis tance 500 yards.

Underway at 1130 August 6, 1943, Arrive off GIZO STIAIT
Point OPTIOK 8003' Lstitude, 156%941' Lor;itude at 2200
and conduct sweeps VELLA GULF for enemy destroyers,
submarines, and small craft, destroyling same.

Indications that Japs intend reenforce VILA, using
destroyers., Zéro time landing lildn:ght Sixth. It is
possible that an enemy cruiser may be present., There is
also some barge traffic between VELLA and LOLJMBANGARA,.

Al)l surface contacts encountered in VELLA GULF ere enemy.
Own PT bosts will not operate in VELLA GULF tonight.

Ovm PT boats will operate in Southern KULA GULF, retiring,
if necessary,” to LEVER HARBOR, keeping close to shore,.

AEC 28 w1l be in LEVERS HARBOR, guarding 3785 - also PTs.
Kelly's PT's volce call wSpPRUCER,

PAWNEE and HAIL available for towing. If required, request
ComTaskForce 31, Info 31.3 and PAWNEE and RAIL,

PAVNEE will leave RUSSELLS 1800 6th for point five miles
South of Point Pleasant.

RAIL Wi 11 be North Matul at i.idnight,

We will search VELLA GULF for Japanese destroyers and troop
carrying barges, engaging and destroying same, PFPrimary
target destroyers; secondary barges. If barges encountered
at same time as destroyers, avold contact with barges so

2s not to céisclose our position to enemy destroyers. If

no contacts have been madd with TDs by black cats or othere
wise, destroy barges.

During daylight, take special AA formation,

NG

STERETT %

1500
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10.

Courses will be changed at approximately the following
times: ~

COLUMYN THRU GIZO AT 15 KNOTS
About 2200 at POINT OPTION slow to 15 knots column
"hen SIMPSONs sbeam LIAPARI 'wrtepssess, Form 150011 "

34
At 3 minutes after passing OPTION, Div Corpen 124.

- o
At ®® minutes aftor passing OPTION, Div 000 Corpen.

g
At !éyminutes after passing OPTION, Div Corpen 030.Speed 25,

/23
At W8 minutes after passing OPTICN,sDiv:870.Cerpen.

/43

At #®8 minutes after passing OPTION, Corpen200 .DéiwiigrmE8o,

/57 :
At 2t minutes after passing OPTION, Div.1l24 Corpen.Speed 1lL.

2/ :
At !!gnﬁnutes af ter passing CPTION, Div. Corpen 000.
24

) _
At @™ minutes =zsfter passing OPTION, Div,., Corpen 030.

Speed 27 lmots.

Division A-2 will take station as indlcated sbove not more
than 4000,

Division A-2 will take station bearing 150° from Division
A-l and maintain this approximate station during sweeps.
In case of enemy contacts with destroyers or larger, Divi-
sion A-1 will approach for torpedo attack. Approach will
be made towards point 3090, cdistance 6,000 yards on enemy's
bow, making radical changes of course on way in. ™"hen at
the 11,000-10,00C0 yards, Mivision may make radical change
of course by sither turm or column movement in the expec-
tetion that the enemy will fire torpedoes at about 10,000
yvards, and we may be able to draw thelr torpedo fire by
such a feint. Therec will be radical changes of course on

approach.

Division A-l will be prepared to {ire 4, 8, 12, or 16
torpedoes as ordered, depending upon the size and compo-
sition of the force encountered. Thls does not restrict
Commanding Officers from firing at targets of opportunity
on own initiative. After torpedoes hit, plan to open gun

fire.

Division A-2 will support Division A-l during its aBproach,
ivision

remaining at most effective gun range and clear of
A-1, If enemy opens fire on Division A-1, Division 4<2
will open fire on enemy to distract them,., Division A-Z2 be
prepared to support with torpedoes if eremy force is =a

large onee.
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13. In caze good sound contact 1s mado ship moking contact g
remain with 1t. ;.
14. In case of zir atteck, flarcs, or bandits at night do ;
not open fire until attacked, :
15. Use intermediate torpedo specd. Depth settings 5' and f
9t (Destroyer Targets). ¢
16, Obtaln ammunition, fuel, etc. at TULLGI, ;
- 4
17, Man following circults: =
YPY i3
TBS i
37885 - night Q
6050 - day £
3000 or 2002 5
4205 - DUNL:.P and L4NG, Others on Lotes, :
5
L9
18, Black Cat call frzquency b
8
Fighter call frogquency 2
E
19. Rebroadcast importent cdata from Rlack Csnt over T3S, :;
20. Standby TBS frequency at night will bc black cet _
frequency - In daytime it will be fiunter Jirector e
frequency. ;
4
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I. COIMMENTS AND SUMMARY OF OUTSTANDING EVENTS

During the period between 2340 August 6, 1943 (zone
minus eleven time) and 0027 August 7, 1943 in VELLA GULF,
Task Group 31.2 continuously engaged and destroyed = =N
Japanese force of four ships estimated to be a crulser »
and three destroyers.,

No demage and no casualties were suffered by our 9 S
force,
Task Group 31.2 wasg organized as follows: ‘&E
Commander Task Group 31.2 - Commander F. Moosbrugger, USN -
L
DIV, A-1 (Cdr. F. Moosbrugger) DIV, A-2 (Cdr.R.w. Simpson) o
USS DUNLAP (Lt,.Cdr. C. IVERSON) USS LANG (cdr. J.L. AILFONG )
USS CRAVEN (Lt.Cdrp. F.T. WILLIAM3SON) USS STERRETT(Lt.Cdr.F.G, GOULD)
USS MAURY (cdr. G.L. SIM3) USS STACK (Lt.Cdr. R.A. NEWTON)

II. PRELIMINARY EVENTS

On August 4, 1943 CTg 3l.2 reported to headquarters
of CTF 31 on Guadalcanal , having relieved the night before.
While at headquarters it was learned that CTF 31 was
desirous of sweeping VELLA GULF with two destroyers and
4 number of motor torpedo boats, Conversation with Captain
Doyle, 3Senior Membsr of Staff CTF 31, and motor torpedo
boat representatives dealt with Japanese activities in the
V.LL. GULY area. As a result ofthis conversation a conference
was scheduled to be held on board the DUNLiTF at Purvis Bay gg
on August 5th to make plans for the proposed operation,
CTG 31.2 sent a signal to CDD-15, second in command of CTG
31.2, inviting him to attend the conference, Attending were
Commander F. lloosbrugger, USN (cTG 31.2), Commander R.V,
Simpson (Commander Destroyer Division A-2), Commander R.V.
Culvert, USN (ComMTB Flotilla One), Lieutenant Commander H.
Farrow, USN (MTB Squadron Ccmdr) and Lieutenant McClure
(Intelligence Officer MI'B Flotilla One). At this conference
much valuable information was obtained from the MTB rep-
resentatives regarding barge traffic and destroyer sighti ngs
in the VELLA GQULF area. Plans were made for s combined
Operation. This operation did not materialize due to more
urgent matters, However the information received at the above
conference proved invaluable in the later action,

o

ENCLCSURE (C)




' P d I
R & N ST S
ey anh N S
:x b L—‘- “’5’} s
L s

IT. PRELVINARY EVENTS (Cont'd)

Late on the afternoon of August fifth CTG 31.2
received a despatch from CTF 31 directing CTG 31.2 with
Division A-1 (DUNLAP, CRAVEN, MAURY) and Division A-2
(LANG, STERRETT, STACK) depart Tulagi at 1230 August sixth

Rendova to arrive GIZO STRAIT at 2200 and make sweeps of
VELLA GULF avoiding mine fields., If no enemy contacts
by 0200 August seventh return north of KOLCMBANGARA at
maximum speed to Purvis,

Another despatch directed CTG 3l.2 to report to
headquarters of CTF 31. CTG 31.2 proceeded to Koli Point
accordingly in the DUNLAP, CTF 31 gave further information
that he believed the Japanese would try to reenforce the
VILA area about midnight August sixth using destroyers and
possibly a cruiser. He inquired what CTG 31.2 intended to
do. As a result of the previously mentioned conference in
the DUNLAP CTG 31.2 was immediately able to outline a pro-
posed general plan of action for the following night to CTF
31 and Captain Doyle, Senior Member of the Staff. This was
substantially approved and CTG 31.2 returned to Purvis to
make out a rough draft of the battle plan.

CTG 31.2 invited Commander Division A-2 to have
breakfast with him the next morning during and after which
final plans were made, A conference of Commanding Officers
was held at 0930. The Battle Plan was discussed and info-
rmation exchanged. This conference was of great value as
it enabled any doubtful points to be cleared up. There
was complete mutual understanding of all possible situations
to be encountered,

THE FOLLOWING ASSUMPTIONS WERE }IADE:

Remote possibility enemy submarine(s) may be en-
countered in GIZO STRAIT.

GIZC STRAIT is not mined,

Enemy MIB's may be operating in VELLA ares,

That enemy snoopers would be active,

Enemy troop carrying barges equipped with the
equivalent of 40 M.M. guns may be encountered; in the GIZO
STRAIT area, close to the fringing reefs north and east of
GIZ0 ISLAND, in the BLACKETT STRAIT area, and close to the
western shore of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,

-2 -
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II. PRELMINARY EVINTS (Cont'd)

TEE FOLLOWING ASSUMPTIONS WIRE MADE: (Cont'd)

Enemy destroyers would approach either: (1) from
the north through VELLA GULF to the area of VANGA POINT,
SANDFLY HARBOR, TONGO, or BLACKETT STRAIT; or (2) through
WILSON STRAIT and GIZO STRAIT. (the latter seemed improb-
able as our motor torpedo boats had been giving that area
& complete going over, so plans were made on the first
assumption),

That enemy cruiser(s) may be present.

That the enemy force might consist of two groups
well separated.

That the enemy surface force would be at a dis-
advantage due to having its decks loaded with troops.

must be exploited,

That in a night surface engagement under favorable
conditions our primary and most devastating weapon is the
torpedo.

That our gunfire is superior to that of the Japs.

ITI. PLAN

sound search speed, produced a wake difficult for snoopers
to detect, would permit arriving at selected position at
2325), '

On passing abeam of LIAPART 1ISLAND form Division
A-2 bearing 150°T, distant about 14,000 gards from Division
A-1 and sweep at 15 knots on course 124°T within a mile or
two of GIZo REEFS, then north close to west shore of
KOLOMBANGARA searching for barges. Division A-2 equipped
with 4O M,M, guns, was selected as the inshore division
and Division A-1, equipped with 44 torpedoes was selected
as the off shore division to engage any destroyers or
heavier ships arriving earlier than expecteds It wag
planned to destroy barges detected on this sweep only on

were no destroyers or heavier ships in the area. 1In the

absence of this information contacts on barges were to be
passed up until the second trip around,

ENCLOSURE (C)
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III. PLAN (Cont'q)

To arrive at a point Opposite VANGA POINT prior
to 2330 so that if the énemy arrived on time we would
be in perfect position to intercept with land between -
us and the enemy meking our radar more_effective.
At this point come to course 030°T at 25 knots

to make quick sSweep of the remaining western coast of

VELLA LA VELLA. Then to set course west still at high
speed (formation Speed limited to 25 knots due to MAURY
being unable to make more than 27 knots) to a point grf
VILLA LA VELLA and parallel this coast on course 200°T,
When off LIAPARI ISLAND duplicate the previous low speed
Sweep concentrating this time on "mopping up" barges.
Since the Task Group was to operate as a destroyer
attack unit it was decided that Division A-1 upon making
contact would dash in to a close torpedo firing position,
let go her torpedoes, haul tail to about 10,000 yards
watch the torpedoes hit then open with gunfire or/and

of the first attack, After the initial attack Division
A~1 was to be on the alert to intercept a possible second
enemy force. It was known that on previous occasions

the Japanese had operated with two well separated groups,
It was therefore vital in case of an engagement that our
force be so disposed as not to be taken by surprise by
this second force. Division A-2, when A-1 started the
torpedo attack approach, was to cover A-l taking station
clear of A-1 and if possible on the disengaged bow of

the enemy. If the torpedo attack division was taken under
fire during the torpedo approach, division A-2 was to

take the enemy under fire with her five inch as a diversion.
If A-1 was not taken under fire A-2 was to commence firing
when torpedoes hit and to take advantage of opportunities
for secondary torpedo attacks as conditions warranted,

iv. SUMMARY

Task Group 31.2 departed PURVIS BAY at 1130 August
6, 1943, one hour prior to scheduled time. This early
departure was necessary because of the condition of USS

MAURYS ™ engineering plant which limited her speed to 27
knots,

-4-
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IV, SUMMARY (Cont'd) f

Proceeded south of SAVO, the RUSSELLS, and RENDOVA b
ISLANDS and arrived at point OPTION (8° 03' 'S -156° 411
E) at 2159, Slowed to 15 knots, changed course to 050°T

and entered GIZO STRAIT conducting careful search for the ,
enemy. I/pon tgaversing GIZ0 STRAIT Division A-2 formed e
on bsaring 150°T, distant 4,000 yards from Division A-1. b

At 2228 course was changed by division column
movement to 124°T, a sweep was made of the reefs fringing
GIZ0 ISLAND and the approach to BEACKETT STRAIT.

At 2256 course was changed by division column
movements to 000°T to sweep the western shore of
KZCLO.BANCARA ISLAND. )

At 2318 DUNLAP made radar contact bearing 090°T,
distant ¥,060 yards. This contact was reported as a
good contact course 000°T, speed 16 knots. Verification
was requested of other ships of formation but no veri-
fication was received, although DUNLAP still reported it
as a good contaet., At 2323 changed course to 030°T speed
25 knots. The contact also changed course and increased
speed proving itself a phantom contact,

CHRCNOLOGICAL LOG OF BATTLE

At about 2333 immediatdy after discarding the
__ianghom contact the DUNLAP made radar contact bearing
359°T, range 23,900 yards. It is believed contact would
have been made at a greater range had the radar not been
distracted to some extent by the previous fanthom contact.

Verification of the new contact was requested of
other ships. 1In the meantime at 20,000 yards two large
and distinct targets were distinguishable on the S.G.
screen, three at 19,000 yards on course 180°T, speed 25
knots.

At 2336 CRAVEN verified contact. The Task Group
Commander immediately gave orders by general signal over
TBS for Division A-1 to prepare to fire full port torpedo
broadside (Prep 8 William 2) and came to course 335°T the
computed course to the torpedo firing point. At 15,000
yards four distinet contacts were reported on the S.G.
screen, ships in column., The CRAVEN reported her solution
as enemy course 180, speed 26, Track Angles were being
announced by the Torpedo Officer from the torpedo director
solution,

R
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CHRONOLOGICAL LOG OF BATTLE (Cont'd)

At 2340 when track angle of 290° was announced
the Task Group Commander gave orders over TBS "Execute
8 William 2", Allowing for delays in execution (ships
were approaching at a rate of about 50 knots) a nearly
perfect mean division torpedo track angle should have
been the result. .

At 2341-42 Division A-1 fired 24 torpedoes, range
to target between 4,820 amd 4,300, Approximate torpedo
runs to target track 4,000 yards, Surface visibility
at this time was less than 4,000 yards. No ships had
been sighted visually.

At 2344 ships of the division reported torpedoes
on their way. The Task Group Commander tﬁ%eupon gave
the order "Division One, execute upon receipt, "Turn 97,
This was done to maneuver the division clear of possible
enemy torpedo fire and to make station for further actaon.
In the meangime division A-2 had changed to course 270°T
then to 190°T,

The next few minutes were an eternity.

Finally at 2346 the sound operator reported "I
hear torpedo explosion", None had been seen visually :
as yet; the thought flashed "We should have gseen it before B
hearing it, What can be wrong?"., Before the answer &

&

oy
£ )

presented itself three terrific explosions were observed
in succession from left to right followed by successive violent
explosions totalling between seven and ten. It appeared
as if two ships were blown to pieces and a third which
appeared to be a oruiser was enveloped in a mass of flames
with successive explosions occuring, o
At 2346 Division A-2 changed course to 230°T (later
to 270°T) and opened fire with her five inch battery.
This division (A-2) concentrated on a destroyer to
thewest of the flames and at 2351 reported that the target
had turned over d sank. During this time the STACK
believed she say/a large ship in flame area and fired 4
torpedoes.
Division A-1 now, at 2352 changed course to 180°T
by turn movement to join in the gnnfire. ' ;
Two pips were on the screen one of which was assumed z
to be the burning cruiser, the other was to the south of
it. ‘

SRV T T
N

The havoc caused the enemy by the torpedo attack was
terrific. The whole area was a great mass of flames and
explosions which continued without interruption under the
continuous pounding of our forces until all the enemy except
a few survivors had perished.

> -6- /1




i J - CHRONOLOGICAL LOG OF BATTLE (Cont'd)

P S e - ' i

At 2355 CTG 31.2 ordered his flagship to open
fire with gun battery on the contact to the South and
left (as viewed from the East of the burning mass). The
DUNLAP opened up followed by the other two ships of the
division, Hits were observed which appeared as gun
flashes from the enemy. She may have returned fire but
not for long and if so not more than a few rounds.
Division A-2 had also Joined in the pounding of the target
and it was torn to pieces andg disappeared at 0000,

There was no doubt at this time that the battle
with this group was won. It was only a matter of time
before complete destruction of the enemy would be an
accomplished fact,

Only one contact remained on the P.P.I. scope
the bearing indicating it was the furiously burning and
intermittantly exploding cruiser, :

At 0008 CTG 31.2 ordered Division A-1 to change
course to 310%T to pass a few thousand yards to the North
Oof the burning mass and to take a position near the
Northwest entrance to VELLA GULF so as to be in position
to intercept any other énemy force approaching.

In accordance with previously made plans with
ComDiv A-2, Division A-2 was to do the "mopping up".
Division A-l1 was to retain a broadside for an attack on
fresh enemy forces.

While on course 310°T ships intermittantly fired
on the burning cruiser,

At about 0017 a destroyer was observeddead in
the water silhouetted against the flames of what was left
©of the cruiser. Due to the relative motion of the division
it appeared the destroyer was moving ahead slowly but it
was apparant that it was an immobile, silenced and in-
effective unit. Before the guns of Division A-1 could be
brought to bear on this target it was smothered by highly
effective gunfire from Division A-2. This 5 inch fire
gave the appearance of machine-gunfire sweeping across
the deck, obliterating the topside as it progressed and
culminating in a large explosion aft; and, as someone on
the bridge so aptly and gleefully shouted, "there goes
the de-stroy-yerin

At 0020 CTG 3l.2 directed Division A-1 to ohan%e
course to 090°T as CDD A-2 had informed him over TBS that
he (CDD, A-2) was going to sink the oruiser with torpedoes
and desired the range to the Northwest clear,

-7-
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CHRONOLOGICAL LOG OF BATTLE (Cont'd)

At 0022 Division A-2 fired six torpedoes at
what was left of the burning cruiser.

At 0027 CTG 31.2 ordered Division A-1 to change
course to North. All radar screens in the forece had
been reported as clear, This course was taken in order
that a radar Sweep could be made North of the coast of
VELLA LA VELLA.

At 0032 Changed course of Division A-1 to 060°T.
In the meantime Division A-2 was forming up. Radar
search revealed no contacts,

At 0035 Changed ocourse to 210°T to head for and
circle the blazing wreckage,

At 0055 Steadied on course 058°T.

At 0105 Changed course to 210°T to look for
survivors,

At 0115 USS MAURY reported bearing in main feed
pump burned out and that she probably could only main-
tain present speed for another hour.

At 0118 CTG 31.2 retired down the "slot" with
Division A-1 at 22 knots (MAURYS' maximum speed now)
and directed CDD A-2 to attempt to pick up survivors for
intelligence burpose, These attempts were futile and
at 0200 CDD A-2 departed VELLA GULF at 30 knots to
rejoin.

During this period the Units were in TBS comm-
unication with each ot her, )

When CTG 31;2 retired, the area in which the enemy
ships had been sunk was still aflame from burning oil,

At times during the above period individual ships
maneuvered independently to avoigd reported torpedo
wakes, There was an unidentified plane in the area which

identity of ships in the area. It was later learned that

no friendly planes were in the VELLA GULF during the battle.
A friendly photo plane over VILA area reported

having seen, at about 2400 August 6th, four fires which

appeared to be on the shore of VELLA LA VELLA, Weather

prevented closer inspection., As plane turned away two

Crew members aft saw large explosions from two of Tires,
Friendly Motor Torpedo Boats operating in KULA

GULF reported seeing loom of battle about midnight and
three tremendous explosions,

-8
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CHRONOLOGICAL LOG OF BATTLE (Cont'q)

L #a“ ‘i > =
L

Wind from Southeast, force two. )
Weather overcast with frequent rain squalis,
Celling about 4,000 feet.

Surface visibility about 3,000 yards.
Moonset at 2226,

V. SPECIAL COMMENTS ON ENEMY FORCES

(a) Number -- four.

Types -- One cruiser, three destroyers. From
information at hand it is impossible to definitely classify /
the type of cruiser. That it was a large ship '
approximately twice as long as a destroyer, had super-
imposed turrets and took a great deal of punishment
before sinking is an established fact.

Sone observations picked at random are quoted:

"Saw two superimposed turrets but could not say
for sure how many stacks the ship hagr.

"Three stacks, a high bridge structure forward
and superimposed turrets".

"Large cruiser 600 feet long with low high turret
arrangement forward, bridge well forward, long low
straight lines from bridge”.

"The cruiser had three stacks, even lines, heavy
mainmast structure and high turret aft".

"Two low S.P. stacks, raked built up mainmast
with pole mast, high catapult abaft mainmast, two super-
imposed turrets art",

Taking the above descriptions at their face value
either the Japanese had a new type cruiser or the cruiser
was a heavy cruiser with the after control tower mistaken
for a stack,

The destroyers were not definitely classified as
to type but are believed to be of modern type about
1,500 tons.

Tactics -- Ships were in ¢olumn, aDBarantly using
& shallow zigzagg on course 165°T and 180 T, at speed
between 25 and 30 knots,

No enemy communications were heard or seen. There
were no maneuvers. The énemy was so badly hit by the
torpedo attack that they were in complete confusion from
then on.

Some enemy gunfire was reported it was of short
durationiand ineffective, o
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ESTIMATFD MATERIAL & PERSONNEL CASUALTIES

All four ships were destroyed, ~
Personnel casualties were undoubtedly high,
there was no opportunity for orderly abandonment. It
is believed that all four ships were carrying troops SN
and supplies. Very few, if any, personnel on the ship EXRIE
assumed to be a cruiser survived as it was a flaming g

and exploding mass fram the time the torpedoes hit
until it sank,

VI, SPECI AL, COMMENTS ON OWN FORCES

Number - - Six destroyers,
DIVISION A-1
LOM.M, 20M.M.

SHIP TORPEDCES S"GUNS GUNS GUNS RADARS
USS DUNLAP 12(in 3 mts) L 0 8 SG;SC-1 -
USS CRAVEN 16(in 4 mts) 4 0 7 SG;SC~1;FD i
USS MAURY 16(in 4 mts) 4 0 7 SG;S6-1;FD N

DIVISION A-2 %
USS LANG  8(in 2 mts) 4 2 twin 4 SG ;SC-1FD i; -
USS STERETT 8(in 2 mtg) IN 2 twin &4 SG;SC~-1;FD 2
USS STACK 8(in 2 mts) I 2 twin 4 SG;SA;FD

Six Black Cats were assigned the Task Group for
coverage and search,

At no time was communication established with the
Black Cats. They had radar trouble and were handicapped
by bad weather.
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GUNNERY AND TORPEDOES ’ i

Torpedo and gun control on all ships was superb.
The torpedo director was trained on radar bearings the
solution for targcet course ang speed was obtained by
C.I.C. using radar bearings and ranges. The enemy wasg
not seen prior torpedo explosions,

Full or partial radar control was used by gun
control,

Gun and torpedo batteries in general performed
smoothly and efficlently., There were some minor
casualties such as are present in target practice,
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VI. SPECTAL COITTNTS ON OWN FORC.L (Cont'a)

GUNNERY AND TORPEDOES (Cont'd)

Torpedoes ran true, hit and mortally damaged
the enemy. The magnetic feature of the exploder
mechanism had been rendered inoperative. Torped oes
were set for 5 and 9 feet,

Gunnery was excellent, Five inch hits were
very effective. Both common and A.A. common projectiles
were fired,

Flash eliminators on the torpedo tubes functioned
effectively.

Flashless powder is excellent., No blinding
effect was apparant but resultant smoke was excessive.

The Sugar George Radar with its P.P.I. scope
made the success of this operation possible, It is a
marvelous instrument. The S.G. radar installed in the
DUNLAP picked up a low flying plane at 54,000 yards and
followed it in over the formation. This occurred after
the Sail George had been rendered inoperative for a very
short time by the shock of gunfire, Shock proofing of
all radars is not considered adquate,

Torpedoes fired -- 34
Five Inch fired -~ about 800 rounds

MATERI AL DEFTIIENC IES

RADARS - Susceptible to being made inoperative
due to shock of gunfire., Lack of ruggedness and proper
shock proofing is believed tHe cause., See individqual
ships reports for details.,

P.P.I. Repeaters - No P,P.I. repeaters are in-
stalled in the pilot house of destroyers., It is under-
stood that they will be installed when they become
available. (This is hot considered soon enougk),

In some destroyers the P.P.T. scope 1s located
in the emergency cabin, in others in the chart house a
deck level below the pilot house, At night the Commanding
Officers and Division Commander do not have a complete
and immediate picture of the situation at all times,
necessitating a dash into the emergency cabin or chart
house on occasions of doubt. Twice during the engagement
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VI.  SPECIAL COMMENTS ON OWN FORCES (Cont'd)
MATERTAL DEFICIENCIES (Gont'q)

such a dash to the chart house, P.P.I. repeator in
the pilot house would have been invaluable,

CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL

No damage to ships or casualties to personnel
were suffered,

VII. LESSONS LEARNED AND RECOMMENDATIONS

That our torpedo fire ig equal to or better than
that of the enenmy,

That our present torpedoes are effective and can
be counted on to Tun true, hit, ang explode.

That a Successful torpedo attack is devastating
to the enemy,.

That the primary weapon of the destroyer is ang
always has been the torpedo battery.

and must be fully exploited,

That in g combined night operation with other types
under conditions of low visibilit (such as will enable
8 destroyer attack unit to arrive at torpedo firing point
without detection) destroyers can best be used as the
primary attack unit, the oruisger unit being used as a
support or covering force,

That the C.I.C, is a highly important part of
the destroyer organization and must be developed to
the peak ‘of efficiency.

That the s.G. radar is invaluable in g night
action. P,P.T. Tepeaters must be installedin the pilot
house of all destroyers,

That our flashless bowder is effective and is g
Tequisite for night gun action,

That4advantage should be taken of langd background
to give an initial radar advantage over the enemy,
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VII. LESSONS LEARNED AND RECOMMENDATIONS (Cont'a)

That our radars are superior to those of the
enemy. The enemy gave no indication of being aware
of our presence leading to the belief that the Japanese
vessels are not equipped with a radar compareble to
our S.G., radar. The fact that the enemy took no
action is not conclusive proof of absence of radar,
because (1) our force was close to land making radar
detection difficult (2) the enemy was approaching
comparatively friendly waters where she could expect
friendly barge traffic, If the Japanese force did
make radar contact it was. probably hesitant about
taking immediate violent .action. The two forces
were approaching each other at the rate of about 50
knots and before she could do much it was too late,

13-

ENCLOSURE (C)

/g




VIII. COMMENDATIONS

Commendations recommended in separate
correspondence,
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CONFIDENT IAL

WAR DIARY

Destroyer Division TWELVE

From: Commander Destroyer Division TWELVE
To " 3 The Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.
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