DESTROYER DIVISION FIFTEEN
U.S.S. LLNG, Flagship.

FB4-15/A16-3/clh C/o Fleet Post Officc;
Scrial 005 San Frencisco, Calif.,
mm‘r 12 August 1943.
From: The Commandcr Destroyer Division FIPTEEN.
4o T The Commandcr-in-Chicf, FIRST Flcct.
Via : (1) The Commander Task Group THIRTV-ONE TOINT TY7O.

(2) The Commander Task Forcc THIRTY-ONE.

(3) The Cammander THIRD Flcet.
éubject: Action Report for Night of 6-7 August 1943, '
Rcferences: (a) PacFlt Conf, Ltrs, No. 24CL-42 and 36CL-42:

(b) U. S, Navy Regulations, 1920, Articles 125
87L(6) and 9.8,

Enclosurc: (A) Narrativec,

B [N In compliance with references (a) and (b)
enclosure (A) is submittcd herewith. For Track Chart sce
U.S.S, LANG's rcport.

2 This well planncd and exccutcd torpedo and
gun action was in accordance with Navy Tradition. The
eneny stunncd by & sudden blow was destroyed beforc it
could recover, All hands are dcscrving of credit, Of
the many dcserving cases it is hoped that thosc selcctcd
€8 outstanding will be fully rccognizcd by higher authority.,

RODGER W. SII FPSON

Advance Copy To:
CominCh
CinCFirstFlt

Copics To:
CinCFirstFlt
ComThirdFlt
ComTaskFor 31
ComTaskGroup 31,2
ComAirSoPac

ComDe gPac
RepComDec sPacSoPac ( C/M&dJUL& (B ) )
ComTaskFor 38
T F".ME" Cogacs
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¥ OF THE BATTLE IN VELL: GULF NIGHT OF 6-7

1, COI?ENTS ON LNE SUEMARY OF CUTST.NDING EVENTS - JLL
T i o) : . :

In accordcnce with directives of Comminder Task
Force THIRTY-ONE, six destroyers of CTG-31.2 depcited Guadel-
canal srea about noon 6 August for a'sweer of Velle Gulf with
orders to destroy eny cnemy cruisers, destroyers, or landing
berges encountered, :

The Tesk Group entercd Vells Gulf by way of Gizo
Stroit et 2230 and beran & cereful search of Gizo Islend @nd
then Kolombcngara, in @ counter clockwise dircction looking for
landing barges., Cereful reder secrch of the Gulf for bizger
geme wes maintained. &t 2335 reder contact wes nede with a
group of four vessels standing down the center of the Gulf ct
25-27 knots., Division i-1 wes lceding with Division /-2, 4,000
yerds on starboard quarter, Division L-1 turncd ¢nd headed for
the contact, '"hen at & ranpc of ebout 4,000 yords Division ..-1
fired & full brocdside of cight torrsdocs per ship then executed
£ Turn Nine ¢nd rctired., Divisidn .-2 went colwin left prepared
to support Division /-1 by attack with guns or torpedoes, "Then
the torpedocs from Division .-l crrived end showed four ships
apperently hit, Division i£-2 opened fire with guns, keceping the
enemy on fire. The enemy ships were either decd in the water
or moving slowly due to the torpedo attack end threc of these
recognized as destroyers-were sunk by guniires 4« Jopanese
cruiser burned furiously, but did not sink. Division i-2 finelly
fircd torpedoes at this cruiser which sank her and cnded the
bettle.

Attempts by Division =2 to pick up survivors wvere
unsuccessful and the Tesk Group departed for ¢ frat run down
the Slote. ' .
The possibility of additional encmy units exists.
Many observcrs stoutly meintain they scw ships destroyed by
Division =2 &nd ST..CK torpedo attacks., The three destroyers
sunk by gunfire and the burning cruiser sunk by torpecdoes of
Division i=2 ore certcin. No cncmy units cscaped and all sank.

2,  PRELEI'INARY EVENTS: _

On iugust 5 Commcnder Celvert, (Coml"TBBase #2) with
members of his Commend met with 0TG-31.2 (ComDiv .-1) &nd ComDiv
L=2, cnd cxplained I'otor Torpedo Bort Operrtions in Velle Culf,
Bvery deteil of their expcriences was related ©s well (s Japanssc
cctions therc, Thot evening orders for Tagk Group 31,2 to make
& sweep of the Gulf the following nisht wcre received, The two
Division Commenders had breckfest together ond discussed the
entirc operction from every sngle. « mutuol understending s to
the cction of ecch in event of any type of contcct was redched,
Division A-1 had two ships with sixteen torpedoes :nd one shinwith
twelve, Division 4-2 had but cight torpedoes per ship, but ¢lso
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a 40 mm battcry. Destruction of Landing Barges apreared the

most probable type of action with a possibility of a fast force

of destroyers or cruiscrs to be expected. L swecp of the Gulf,

close to the’shorc, was selccted ag most logical., Division A-2

was placed 4,000 yards bcaring 150° True from Division Awl,

This permittcd the latter with 1ts largc number of torpcdocs to

bc neerest any big ships entering the Gulf from the North and

placed Division A-2 close inshore where it could usc its 40 mm

as well as its 5"/38 against bargcs, This also peranitted better

use of radar in event of contact with heavicr units, The Battle

Plan was then written, At 0930 a conferencc of Commandinz Of ficers

was held and the entire plan explained to them, This also per-

mitted further review of the situation by the Division Commanders.
The Task Group formed in the vicinity of Savo Island

and took course West of Russells end Rendova to enter Vella Culf

by Gizo Channel, The Task Group was organized as follows:

CTG-31.2 COIT"ANDER MOOSBHUGGER

DIV A-1 (MOOSRRUGGER) DIV A-2  (STMPSON)
DUNLAP (IVERSON) LANG (WILFONG)
CRAVEN (WILLTAMSON) STERETT  (GOTU1D)

MAURY (sms) STACK (NEYTON)

In accordance with the Battle Flan the Task Group
arrived at Point Option, Lat. 8-03; Long. 156-41, at 2210, slow-
ed %0 15 knots and began a careful search for enemy craft.: Upon
traversing Gizo Strait Division A-2 took station 150° Truc, dis-
tance 4,000 yards from Division A-l., The Task Group then turned
Southeagt, scar~hecd Gizo Island and Brackett Strait, then turned
Noxrth to carefuilly eheck thc Wcst Coast of Kolombangara. At
2320 course 030, srged 25 was executed. At 2335 ComDiv A-1l Tre-
' ported three contacts bearing 350° T., 19,000 yards.

Six BlackCats were assigned to CTG~31.2, operating
in two groups of three each, One group on station at a tine.
Contact with either group was never established,

About 1730 a delayved plane contact report was received
"Faat Fleet 4-50 South Latitude 154-40 East Longitude, course
190, speed 15", Estimated that this force could reach Vella
Gulf by direct route about midnight if they made 21 knots.

Wind from Southeast, force two --- l'anv rain squalls---

Overcast--~ceiling 4,000 feet===

Sca calm :

Visibility 3,000 yards

Moonset 2225,
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2335

2339

2342

2346

R354

2356

CHRONOIOGIC.AL Li

The Division Commeonder, Division ..=2 had_r view of
PPI scope of the SG rader from the Pilot House cnd e
ed the genercl situation et leost once ecoli minute,

CTG-31.2 announced over TBS contwct besring 350° True,
distence 19,000 yards. This contccet wog verified over
TBS by CRAVEN. Shortly thercafter come report theat
targets hod developed into four end mcking speed 26
and on course 180° True.

CTG-31.2 directed Division 4-1 to trnke course 335° cnd
prepare to fire torpedoecs. Division .i-2 turned by
column movement to follow Division 4A-1. ComDiv 4A-2
asked CTG-31.2 if he wes going to cross over ( such &
move wtg indiceted in the Bettle Plan). The reply

was negoetive. Division A-2 chenged course to 2700,
CTG-31.2 directed his division to fire eight torredoes
to port.

Division A-1 fired torpedoes, Division /-1 executed
ships right 90°. Division i-2 changed course to 190°.

Torpedoes fired by Division .A-1 begen hitting the cneny.
sAbout six explosions were seen on four targets.

Division 4=-2 chenged course to 230°, .. lorge fire
spreading over considcreblc croaz developed in the center
of the explosions. LING was directed to open fire, iAs
the situation cleared, IANG wes dirceted to seerch @nd
fire on the first ship to the left of the flemes. /i
target was picked up by FD rcder and IZNG opened fire.
An ecrly hit i1lluminnted the target. STERETT ond ST.CK
Joined without signel in nccordince with Division Doc~-
trine. Under thc pounding of ©ll three ships the target
turned over and scnk. It was o destroyer. Division
4£-2 chcnged course to 270° during this firing. STACK
bclieving she sew & large ship in the flcme aree fired
four torpcdoes (¢ target of opportunity). Explosions
were geen, tut the rcsults were obscured by the fire.
(Not confirmed by rcdear).

Check of thc PPI scope showcd only two pips. The Com-
Div a~2 beliecving there were four chemy units originally
cssumed one ship must hove been sunk by torpedoecs,

LiNG was directcd to seerch right cnd left of burning
aref with FD rcder, but with no results. It wos then
direcctecd to firec on acny terget in burning cree. L few
salvos were firsd which increcsed the burning.

Division 4=2 changed course to 090°, /is thc division
turncd to thc nev course gun floashes vere scen to the
right of the burning crec, firing towerd Division i-2.

o
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0012
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0021

Divisiocn A-l besctn shooting ¢
A=2 joined the firing. ‘Trcce ern no
forth for » few gseconds, but this ship w&s's

end sonk under the pounding of the two div
wes literally torn to piecesi

Only one enemy pip remcined on PFI scope. Swecp of*
entire cres with SG =nd FD rcders showed one tirget,
the blezing cruiser.

TRS repsrts werc received of peossible shore bottery
firing Trom Kolombengeors. ComDiv .-2 bad intended
changing coursc to N.E., but on receipt of these re-
ports reviscd his plcns ond ordered ¢« crursc chrnre
to 270" . When completed, coursc wcs chenned to 3007,
TBS chrngcs of coursc by Division [i~1 which hed becen
moving West left doubt r£s te their intention., TITI
scope showed them beyond trrget ¢nd to North. Divis=-
ion »-2 chenged coursc to 0007 to close thec runge cnd
to seec wherc Divisicn L=1 wrs 2ning,

ComDiv 4-2 rcoucsted of CTG-31.2 his intentions -
stoting thet Division Ji-2 wes going to sink the crviger -
by torpecdoes cnd wentcd the rense to Nor hwest elceor.
Division A~2 took coursc 050" preperrtory to firing
torpedoecs, . CTG-31.2 ordercd his division to take

eourse 090°. Therc was but one cnenv pip on PFI scope
at this time, Thc cruiser wrg clearly scen visuelly.

Then chout recdy to fire torpedocs ¢t the cruiscr cn
eppcrantly undancged destroyer broked clear of the
flcmes. This wes not shown on the rader scepe. This
destroycr hrd possitle been ettompting tec tike sur-
vivors off the cruiser. Divisicn .-~-2 immedictely
opcned firc on this weszel. The renpe wos undex 5,000
yerds, 411 three ships begen-hitting. 4n ecrly salvo
from the STEIDTT, hitting oft, struck her ncgezine
ccusing ¢ terrific explosion. The vescel went down
stern first, the bow rlsing to o vexticel positione
There wos still cne pip on the PPI scope.

Division 4-1 beine wecll elerr, ComDiv -2 directed his
division to fire two torrcénes pecr ship, broidside {ire
to port ot the burning cruiser in sight visuclly.

Three violent explosions resultcd. “Then the cxplosions
subsided the PPI scopc showed n» enemy vesscls. The
cruiser could not be scen. Purning 2il continued for
the next hour end ¢ half,
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0030 Division 4-2 maneuvered to joein Division A-1. 3oth
divisicnsturned toward burning oil, for ¢ close look.
The cres was carcfully searched by rader and visual
merns.: Division A-2 ren through many groups of rcfts,
debris, stc., with laxrge groups of yelling nen on then
and in the watcr. The divisions turned N.E., and start-
ed to lecave the srea. At 0120 CTG-31.2 directed Division
A2 to return &nd cttempt to pick up prisoners. at
0200 the attempts to zet svrvivors abocrd heving proved
futile Divigion ~=-2 departed Vellc Gull at 30 knots to
rcjoin the Tesk Group Commender.

Les SI'ECIAL COZENT ON INEY FORCES:

The cruiser hed threc stecks, even lines, hecavy main=-
mest structurc and high turrct aft.

‘The destroyers hed no torpedo tube well forward of
the bridgc, twin gun mounts, WO stecks, tripod foremast.

The complete surprise of the torpedo cttrck and the
lerge oil firc started on the ecruiger ¢prexently disorgcnized the
cneny. One destoryer aprarently went alengside the cruiser to
regcuc perscnnel, while ancther wes tcken under gun Tire immediate-
1y end sunk. =~fter severcl minutes onc destrover did attcmpt gun
fire cné probebly fired torpedoss, but it wes snothered in gun
fire end senk. The last destroyer wher backinz clear of the
cruiser weos seen by Division L-2 end destrryed hy gun fire,

: The cruiser wes hit by terpedocs in her oil tanks.
The larce red flume rné heovy block amoke was definitely &n oil
firec., Each time the flsmes subsided gun fire built thenm up egcin,
Explosions st verious tiics vould indicnte powdcr also being set
off, but it recuired more torpedees 1o aink her,

. The enemy wos in column when first obgcived £n CoUrsc
180°, specd 25 tc 27 knots. Ziz-zag of seme form was rlotted.
There WCYI6 no mcneuvers, no redio troific observed, and no visuel
signels seen. They weic s0 badly hit by the torpedo attack that
they appeered te be in complcte confusion from then on.

; The lerac numhers of men on rafts and men and debris
etc., scen in the weter would definitely incdicete thet the forcc
wes corrying lerge cuentitics of supplics &nd troopg.

54 SPECILL COMITINT ON oWl FOXCES:

The torpede etteck by Divisinn 4-1 was superb., Div-
jsinn A-2 in cccordcnce with plen turned to suprort the e ttack
snd to follow with guns or torpedoecs ca the gituction indicited.
The exrlosion fron the toxpedo sttock showed clcerly the battlc
wnsg won. To insure the complofec destructisn »f the cneny wes 1l
t+h-+ remeined., The cruiser was buriing bedly and it siemed only
s —atter of tirte until she would cxpleéec oné gink, To sink the
dcstroyers befare thes csuld recavel ¢nd fire suns or torpedses

e |
(ENMCLOSURE 4) o

SR



apperrcd the first probler. To this end reder scorch for the
vwes instituted. L.NG pickcd up one to the left of the flrmes
end on corly hit ccused ¢ bright yellow glew, .11 ships of
Division 4=2 scw this cnd the ship wes turned over rnd senk
under ¢ hervy concentrotion, The second destrover wis scen

when it attempted to fire on Division i-2, Mesrxrly «ll ships-
jumped her rnd she wes torn to pieccs. Tac third, when scen,
suffered ¢ like frte. A sclvo from the STERETT blew up her
rogezine end the ship scnk stern first in ¢ few scconds.

All destroyers tock turns kceping the rasing fire
geing on the cruviser, "hen efter thirty minutes she rcfused to
blow vp, she wrs sunk with torredocs.

The eunncry wos excellent, WNerrlv cll ships used
redor control nnd cerly hits wer: observed in clnost cll cases,.
There werc minor troubles ~n some ships, but they werc quickly
corrected, The firing wrs slow cnd deliberste. 3vlvos g2t an
¢nd steyed on.

The fl:shless powdecr is cxcellent, There is
precticclly no blindinz effect, '

From thc results cbtrined, & better torpedo perfor-
mence could not be cxpected. The mosonetic fecture hed bsen
nede inoperctive in £ll torpedoes of Division :i-2,

The Comncnder Task Group 31.2 hed so disposed his
forces close to the shorc th t in thc cvent of contcet with
heovy units he would hove fres use of roder, while denying this
advantege to the eneny.

By continuelly checking with thc 36 redrr the Divig=
ion Commandcr could sce the disposition of forces et 11 timces
end neneuvercd ceceordingly. Coordinetion ot night has boon
made possible by radrr. FPI scopc rcpecctors should be instrlled
in the Pilot House of cll ships.

6. COIZ"ENDATIONS MEEERE ! ERTTED:

In seperate corrcspondéence Commondsr Division [-2
hes recommendcd the following:-

NAVY CROSS:

Cormmcndcer John Lester Wilfong, 1.3. Nevy, Comnrnding
IT' So-go I,‘.I'YG. 4 :
Iicutencnt Commendcr Roy Srthur Newton, T, 3. Nevy,
Commanding U.S.S. 3T.CFK. ' '
Licutencnt Comrmcnder Fronk G. Gould, TU7.S. Novy,
Comnending 1.3, 8. STERETT,

ST..R MEDsL:

Ui
H
|
L

£

Iieutensnt Pcnberton Scuthecrd, U. 3. Nevye, Executive
Officer, T.3.3. L.NG.

=6
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1EGION OF MEEIT, DEGREL OF IEGIONNAIRE

BLLKTLY, Silecs lerx, 375-64-11; Chief Signclmen,
Aeting Appointment, U, 3. Nevy, Fleg allowance,
Commender Destroycr Division FIFTEEN.

These rccommendctions arc in additicn to those mede
by the individusal Commending Officcrs of Division A-2,

No domoage wes sustcined by any of the attecking ships.
The stunning and decisive blows inflectcd on the cnemy in the
originrl torpedo atteck end follecwed by o relecntless gun actien
merits the best tradition of the service,

7 LESSONS ILEARNED AND RECQRIENDATIONS:

L, ComDiv 4=2 lonking beek feels thet he is perhips
open to critism in ot leccst two instnneces:-
(1) The cruiger-should hcve becen teorpedoed earlier.
At the time, however, it ¢id not appecr thet
she cnuld long survive the fire raging her en-
tire length. 2
(2) When the gurvivors refuscd to be rescued, ComDiv
L=2 should heve destroyed them with depth charges.

B. The CIC &s now uscd in destrnoyers requircs the
servicecs of too meny nfficcrs, At prescnt destroyers heve 50%
to 75% extra officcis uncder trrining, but &g they go to licw
Construction this ncecesary activity will suffcr., Threc tn five
officecrs are now strticned in CIC &t CGencrcl Ouarters, It is
the mogt unimportent cetivity on the ship, It is strongly re-
cammended that destroyer compliments be incrensed by cnc cuerter-
mester first eclcss, two quortermesters second class, «nd two
guartermosters third claes. Quartcrmesters earc adnirably suvited
for this work involving procticcble navigation end trocking.

C, From previcus cxperiencss and propcr planning the
destroyers were ¢t £ll timcs prior teo the engegement close to
shorc, This permitted cxecllent use of thelr radors cnd &t the
some time hempered the use of reder by the cnemy.

D. The complete vnéerastanding of cll possible situcticns
to be encountered by thce Division Commandcrs oné Comuanding
Officcrs is lurgely responeible for the success tchicved, Each
knew whet he wes suproscd to do and cepebly cerried it out. It
is strongly recrmmendcd thet ‘destroyers be operated gg division
units insteed of sinele ships whencver pnssible. The threc ships
of Division A-2 ars regularily assigned to Destroycr Division
FIFTEEN., The Divisicn Comnander is very prouc¢ of their first
eotion as & unit,.

(BNCLOGUIE 4)



Frine

i j
S \i’lilt‘a'.\ﬂﬂh,ﬂ

: _._;.._,

X

VErin Gure

A
A e
( i
Seraeaas —
., }"./
LSS LANG 098 =
T TRACH CHRART
NORT r NIGHT FuG 6-7, 1943 7
Scark ) 2mi #,'
i
; i
|
!
|
s
2227 7 i
e i
s e e -.- + et e o
\\
= _
A
) s 1 \
() - ‘%‘x”‘m e
e N “ N
(G1zo ™ My TN ey
{TSEAEND £ ~

Ja3s6 i
; pa
% bt
y A
/ |!‘r‘?is..ljﬂ;.l Ly
AU
5 i
_{vn NMGR Pt
wy
- 7-5.584
S
% 1
&
%
S
s
&3
G i~
" <




UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

.7 September 1943

SECRE T ssomwon

From: F-48
To: Secret Mall Room

Subject: Distribution of ComDeeDiv 15, Serial 006 of
16 August 1943. (Subject: Action report of
Surface Engagements in Vella Gulf night of
9-10 August 194Z.)

1. Please have subject report distributed as
follows: .

CominCh _ L
. §F-105; F-48(2); F-30) : 4 SEr
pNav
(Op-02; O'p-ﬂ:G{ Op-20; Op-20-G;
Op-23] - w4
BuPere OF “ICF
gu%;i' DE‘ T“r-_“ L
u ol f N0
Naval War College é“ ‘/‘[«:RY
General Board N COqany
CinCLant ———
ComEighthFleet
ComDegLant
ComTask Force 22
COTCLant
COTCPac

<
x
PHEHFEFEHEO
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s 91477

¥B4-13/A16-3 ¢/o Flect Tost ,
gon Prencisco, Celif.,

zrigl Oof E_I_ 16 Lugust 1943.

i u -- . m@.ﬁ-.ﬂ?.me.

"
.

From: The Commander Destroyer Division FIFTLEEN.

.- SN The Commander-in-Chief, FIRST Flect.

Via : (1) Commander Task Group TIIRTY-ONE FOINT T”O.
!2 Commander Task Forcec TI'IRTY-ONE. i
3) Commender THIRD Flect.

Subjcct: petion report of surface cngagements in Vella
Gulf night of 9-10 August 1943.

Refercnces: (a) Pacific Fleect Conf. 1trs. No. 24CL-42 and
No. 36CL=42. :
(b) U.S. Navg)mgulations 1920, articles 712

and 874(

Enclosure: (A) Narrative.

b 2 In compliance with references (e) and (b),
enclosure (A) is herewith submitted. For Track Chart see

U.S.8. LANG's reporte — 27— aswnd 53508

2. There were no individual instances deserving
praise or censure. The v.S.3. LANG, U.S.S. STERETT, &nd
U.3.S. WILSON conducted themselves in a very creditable

manner.,

RODGEF Y. ST PSCN

Advance copy to:

l. CominCh
2., CinCFirstFlcet

Copy to: il "4-\
i. CinCPirstFlect P
2., ComThirdFlect >
3. ComTasskFor 31 ‘3P
4{. ComTeskCroup 31.2 S
£. ComiirScPFs ;
£. CamDesPec S o
7. BepComlesPsc3Sorec o
g. ConTasik¥eor 38
2. "z Disxy, copy attachcd to.

File.
- FILMED .
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"U.3.8. LiNG, Flagship.

i PESTROTER DEVESION r%m%'? HARRATIVE
OF - SLLo GULF NIGHT = T 1943

1. COMZENTS ON AND SU2:ARY OF OUTSTANDING EVENTS =~
ZIL THES NINUS BLEVEN: ¥ e r

In accordance with directives of Commander
Task Force THIRTY-ONE, Task Group THIRTY-ONE POINT T/O mede
a sweep of Vella Gulf on the night of 9-10 August 1943, with
orders to destroy any enemy forces encountered.

The Task Group entered Vella Gulf at 2300 by
Gizo Strait. At 2320 contact with one barge was made, but -
passed., Sesrch of Gizo Islend, Brackett Strait was negative,
and the Task Group went up the West Coast of Kolambangara.
At 0015 contact was mede with three or more barges, ' Division
A-2 damaged all, sinking at leasttwo. The Task CGroup then
steamed over to Vella LaVells and searched that area. At
0116 made contact with a large baerge and sank it, The Task
Group then returned to the "est Coast of Kolombangara. At
0149 contact wes mede with snother barge which was sunk.
T:sgzcgoup then headed for Gizo Strait and went through it
a L8,

2. PRELEMINARY EVENTS:

The two Division Commenders held a short con-
ference prior to departure. It was agreed that Battle FPlean
used on night of 6-7 fugust 1943, would be followed. On that
night the Task Group was nearly out of Vella Gulf when the
enemy contact was made, It appeared probable that the Japanese
thought we had come up the Slot that night,

The Task Group formed in the vicinity of Savo
Island and took course West of Russells and Rendova to Gizo
Strait., The Task Group was orgenized as follows:

Task Group 31.2, Commander F. Moosbrusger, U.S.IN.,
in commend:

DIVISICN i-l:-Commander F. l'oosbrusser, TSN;

TSS ITNL:FP (7), Iicut-Candr,. C, Iverson, USH;
TsSS CRaTEE, licut-Condr,. F.7. "llissson, USH, end
=S GEIEXY, licat-Comdr. J.E. Yotes, T3,
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